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POSSIBILITY OF VIETNAM NEGOTIATIONS 
PROMPTS CCIA LETTER TO U.S. PRESIDENT 


(New York) -"Encouraging possibilities" of opening negotiations for settlement 
of the Vietnam war have prompted Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of the WCC's 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, to send a letter to U.S. 
President Lyndon B. Johnson. 


In the letter, dated January 5, Dr. Nolde calls attention to the fact that the 
WCC Central Committee through its Executive Committee had last February at 
Windsor urged the U.S. to stop bombing North Vietnam. This was seen as a way 
of facilitating progress towards negotiation. 


Pope Paul VI recently proposed that the U.S. stop bombing in the North, and 
asked the Vietcong and North Vietnamese to give concrete evidence that they 
want a negotiated peace. 


Dr. Nolde then recalled for President Johnson the Executive Committee's six- 
inter-related suggestions for breaking the impasse over Vietnam (EPS No. 7, 
1967).* In addition to urging the cessation of bombing, the committee said 

that North Vietnam "either in advance of or in response to this action should 
indicate by word and deed its readiness to move towards negotiations". Also 
"South Vietnam should not oppose but should move towards negotiations and. 
should further agree that the National Liberation Front (Vietcong) be re- 
presented at them". EPS, Geneva 


PREPARATORY DOCUMENTS FOR 4th ASSEMBLY 
PRINTED; WIDE DISCUSSION SOUGHT 


(Geneva) - The documents which will form the heart of discussions at the Fourth 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Uppsala, Sweden next July have 
been printed in booklet form in three languages and are being distributed to 
member churches and their delegates to Uppsala, as well as to national councils 
of churches. 


Not only official delegates but those who cannot go to the Assembly are 
encouraged to study the documents and communicate any major suggestions to 
those who will represent their church. 


A foreword by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, points out that 
these are not WCC statements until they are affirmed at Uppsala. Rather, they 
are preparatory and unofficial in character. The title of the booklet - 
"Drafts for Sections" - makes this point clear. 


In the interest of brevity, those preparing the documents were asked to draw 
up "sharply formulated theses or clearly articulated issues". No attempt was 
‘made.to be comprehensive. Instead, subjects were selected "which we find 

most relevant to the contemporary situation and tasks of the ecumenical move- 
ment", 


Attached to each of the six section documents is a commentary which supplements 
it but will not be regarded as Assembly business. 


Or. Blake.notes that those who take part in the section discussions will be 
asked to recommend how the churches can "translate into their own thought and 


action the theses which the Assembly adopts". He suggests that readers of the 
(more) 
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booklet might do the same. 


Copies of "Drafts for Sections" may be obtained from the British Council of 
Churches, 10 Eaton Gate,/ London, S.W.1; the World Council of Churches' 

office at 475, Riverside Drive, New York 10027; or WCC Geneva. The price 

is 8/6d, $1.20 or Sw. Fr. 4.50. Discounts are given in quantities of more 

than 100. It is available in English, French and German. EPS, Geneva 


ASIAN CHRISTIAN SERVICE COMMENDED 


(Saigon) - "We sent Asian Christian Service to what was then the worst refugee 
camp in Vietnam. Now it is one of the very best run camps, with the most 
effective facilities for refugees." 


This statement was made by the head of the Refugee Section of the U.S. Govern- 
ment's AID programme to Alan Brash, inter-church aid secretary for the East 
Asia Christian Conference. The EACC sponsors Asian Christian Service, which 
is supported by member churches of the WCC in many countries. 


From the outset the Asian Christian Service Medical Clinic has improved the 
health of the refugees substantially. It has also provided children's nursery 
activities for 100 children. In this way, the team of workers under the Asian 
Christian Service has overcome the intense apathy of most of the refugees. 

It has given them the incentive to help themselves. 


Refugees have replaced all the corrugated iron shacks in the camp with buildings 
made of cement and roofing supplied by the U.S. AID and sand from the camp 
site itself. All occupants will eventually have the new houses. 


Asian Christian Service has two teams working in Phu Yen Province, one taking 
care of the old camp at Dong Tac and the other at Dinh Tinh. A woman doctor 
from Vietnam has joined the team at Cai Be along with two nurses and a man. 


A new building to serve up to 500 nursery school children is being sought. 
Mr. Gasataya, Philippines, a new team member, has begun a programme of handi- 
crafts using the local reeds to make baskets and other marketable goods. 


At the end of January Dr. Burgess of Australia will join the staff to super 
vise medical work, with special responsibility for tubercular patients. He 
will also be an advisor to Vietnam Christian Service, a programme of U.S. 
churches which, together with Asian Christian Service, constitutes the ecu- 
menical relief effort in South Vietnam. Joint work with VNCS is also en- 
visaged in language training and other local concerns. . Churches around the 
world are also channelling aid to North Vietnam through the WCC. EPS, Geneva 


DECLINE IN U.S. CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
HALTED LAST YEAR : 


(Princeton, N.J.) - A ten-year decline in church attendance by Americans came to 
a halt last year, a Gallup survey indicated. In 1967, 45 percent of all aduit 
mericans attended church during a typical week (about 51 million people). 

This was one percentage point higher than 1966. One factor which might have 
spurred the interest in church-going, the poll said, was concern over the 
Vietnam war. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC's PROGRAMME OF JOINT ACTION 
FOR MISSION HAS NEW DIRECTOR 


(Geneva) ~- The Rev. Robbins Strong, a distinguithed U.S. churchman with broad 
international experience, assumed his duties here January 1 as secretary for 
Joint Action for Mission in the WCC's Division of World Mission and Evangelism. 


Since 1962 Mr. Strong has’ been serving the United Church of Christ (USA). He 
was general secretary for interpretation and personnel of the United Church 
Board for World Ministries with offices in New York City. 


The WCC's Joint Action for Mission programme calls upon churches in specific 
geographical areas to survey together their task, to plan the use of their 
total resources, and to use them together in the one mission in which all 
are engaged. 


In addition to his interpretation and personnel duties, Mr. Strong acted as 
Europe secretary of the United Church Board, supervising its relationships 
with European churches and projects. In 1966 he was asked to perform the 
same duties for the United Presbyterian Church (USA), as part of a co-ordin- 
ated ministry with the United Church of Christ. 


For six months in 1965-66 Mr. Strong was acting director of the WCC's Division 
of World Mission and Evangelism prior to the arrival of the current director, 
the Rev. Philip Potter. 


Before coming to the United Church, Mr. Strong served the YMCA for 13 years. 
From 1949 to 1954 he worked with YMCAs in China, Korea and France. Then. 

he was on the staff of ‘the World Alliance of YMCAs in Geneva as secretary 
for extension and intermovement aid. 


During the 1940s Mr. Strong was a missionary in China for the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, now part of the United Church. 


Mrs. Strong, the former Katherine Stiven, has been on the staff of Church 
Women United, a department of the National Council of Churches (USA). She 
bore responsibility for increasing the understanding of church women in the 
area of world community and peace. She was also the liaison between UNICEF 
and WCC's Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, and on several 
occasions served as CCIA observer at meetings of other UN agencies. 

-. EPS, Geneva 


WIFE OF FORMER GENERAL SECRETARY DIES 


(Geneva) - Mrs. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, wife of the former general secretary of 
the World Council of Churches, died here on Sh sn 6 after a long illness 
courageously borne. 


Henriette ("Jetty") Boddaert, born in.Leiden, Netherlands in 1899, married 

Dr. Visser 't Hooft in 1924. They settled in Geneva, where he was a secretary 
of the World Alliance of YMCAs. A woman gifted with personal charm and intel- 
ligence, she followed the development of the ecumenical movement with a vivid 


interest, winning friends among people of many nations,: generations and con- 
fessions. 


A service of thanksgiving was held at the Ecumenical Centre here on January 11. 
EPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH VERSION OF POPULAR 
NEW TESTAMENT IN PAPERBACK OUT 


(London) - A British version of the best-selling paperback New Testament 
titled "Today's English Version" (TEV) will soon go on sale in railway 
and airport bookstalls, in tobacconists, general stores, and supermarkets 
throughout Great Britain. 


Collins Publishers is issuing the New Testament as one of its Fontana 
Religious Books selling at the bargain price of five shillings. Associated 
in the venture are the British and Foreign Bible Society and the National 
Bible Society of Scotland. 


Title of the British version is "Good News for Modern Man". 


In the year after it was published by the American Bible Society the colloquial 
translation sold a record nine million copies. Original estimates of a one 
million sale were thought to be optimistic. But to everyone's surprise it 
caught on with college students, professionals and other educated Americans 
(EPS No. 28, 1967). 


"It is a really modern translation that has been acclaimed by all denomina- 
tions", stated Mrs. Priscilla Collins, wife of the chairman of Collins 
Publishers. "There is no 'back-slapping’ slang, nothing that jars. But it 
is far more colloquial than the New English Bible." 


The text was derived from the original Greek under the editorship of 
Dr. Robert G. Bratcher. EPS, Geneva 


YALE CHAPLAIN INDICTED 
FOR ANTI-WAR EFFORTS 


(New Haven, Connecticut) - Yale University chaplain William Sloane Coffin, Jr. 
is one of five' persons who have been indicated by a federal grand jury in 
Boston for conspiring to aid, abet and counsel persons’who wished to avoid 
being drafted into the U.S. armed forces. 


Indicted with Mr. Coffin was Dr. Benjamin Spock, noted child psychologist. 


Maximum penalty for conviction on the charges is five years in prison and a 
$10,000 fine (about £4,178). 


According to the indictment, specific instances of the alleged conspiratorial 
activity took place on October 16 in Boston and four days later in Washington 
at the opening of an anti-war march on the Pentagon (EPS No. 37, 1967). 


Others named in the indictment were Michael Ferber, a Harvard University grad- 
uate student; Mitchell Goodman, an author from New York; and Marcus Raskin 
co-director of the Institute for Policy Studies in Washington. EPS, Geneva 
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LIBERAL ECUMENICAL GUIDELINES 
ISSUED FOR BRITISH CATHOLICS 


(London) - Roman Catholics in Great Britain may now attend services with other 
Christians in any church or chapel, but they are still forbidden to share the 
Eucharist with them, according to new guidelines for ecumenical activity issued 
here by the bishops of England and Wales. 


Previously, Roman Catholics could attend joint services with other Christians 
but only in buildings other than churches. 


The ban on joint sharing of the Eucharist was retained because “receiving Com- 
munion together in this’ sacrament is regarded in the historic tradition of 

ea ir Sea from the earliest days, as the Angas sign of unity already 
existing" 


The new guidelines also provide that, where it seems desirable, Roman Catholic 
units such as a parish or deanery, may become full members of local Councils 
of Churches, "playing their.,full part and contributing to the costs which 

may otherwise be borne by others while Catholics are reaping some of the 
benefits" 


In the case of baptism, the new guidelines say: “Converts from the Eastern 

(Orthodox) Churches are not to be conditionally.baptized. Other Christians 

should not be ‘indiscriminately’ conditionally baptized, but only when there 
is good reason to doubt the validity of the baptism after investigation". 


In the side of Roman Catholics joining local Councils of Churches, this can 
be done "only where mutual trust has already been: established". 


The bishops’ statement emphasized that there must be no glossing over of differ- 
ences between Roman Catholics and non-Catholics. It quoted the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, as having said that the differences between 

Rome and Canterbury are "formidable". He added that similar, and perhaps even 
greater, differences remained between Roman Catholics and other Christians. 


“Our conduct, then", the bishops' statement added, "must not imply that these 
differences do not exist, or are of only minor importance; just. as. our 5 ae 
duct ought also to express the real bonds of unity which do actually exist" 


In the context of joint services, the bishops said that non-Catholie clergy~ 
men may now be invited, with the permission of the local bishop, to preach in 
a Catholic church at any service other than Mass. 


(One of the first such invitations went from John Cardinal Heenan to Arch- 
bishop Ramsey to preach in Westminster Cathedral (Catholic) during the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity, beginning January 18, and it was’ accepted.) 


Catholics are not only encouraged to take part in non~-Eucharistic unity 
services, but to take the initiative in arranging them. The bishops also 
expressed the hope. that Catholics would join in services of prayer for 

“any common concern", especially those held by various associations to. which 
Catholics belong. EPS, Geneva 
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JOOST DE BLANK, APARTHEID FOE 
AS CAPETOWN ARCHBISHOP, DIES 


(London) - The Right Rev. Joost de Blank, 59, the former Archbishop of Capetown 
who clashed repeatedly with the South African Government on its policy of apart- 
heid, died here January 1, 


Dr. de Blank had been a semi-convalescent since last July and suffered a second 
stroke before he died. 


In January, 1966 Dr. de Blank accepted an invitation to be Bishop of Hong Kong 
but last June decided not to take up the appointment on medical advice. 


When Dr. de Blank arrived in South Africa in 1957 to become Archbishop and Met+ 
ropolitan of the Province, he resolved not to speak out against the government's 
policy of rigid separation of the races. 


But the following year he posted a sign at the entrance:of the Anglican Cathe~ 
dral Church of St. George that said in letters a foot high: peeled Beetibtadate 
is open to welcome men and women of all races to all services at all times" 


Dr. de Blank was particularly critical of church groups that did not act against 
racial segregation. In 1960 he lashed out at the Dutch Reformed Church for its 
failure to denounce apartheid. 


The archbishop was the first to call for consultations with the recognised 
Christian leaders of the African people. He saw clearly the weakness of a 
divided Christian opinion, and appealed directly to the World Council of Churches 
for some way out of this tragic dilemma. This led directly to the Cottesloe 
Consultation in Johannesburg. 


This was a vital conference between the leaders of the main non-Roman churches 
in South Africa, including the Dutch Reformed Church of the Transvaal and the 
Cape, and representatives of the WCC. There was a considerable measure of 
agreement on basic Christian principles. But unfortunately the Dutch Reformed 
Churches could not endorse the findings and ultimately withdrew from the WCC. 
EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN CHRISTIANS ISSUE JOINT 

CALL FOR "DAY OF SHARING" 

(Bonn) - The first Friday in every month is to be a "Day of Sharing" in Germany. 
An appeal issued jointly by the Protestant relief organisation "Bread for the 
World", the Roman Catholic agency "Misereor", and the German agency which re- 
presents the UN's Freedom from Hunger campaign, urged church members to make 

a special'donation for development aid. 

The "Day of Sharing" transcends confessional lines, and seeks to give additional 
assistance to relieve the increasingly critical food shortage in many countries 
of Asia, Africa and Latin America. EPS, Geneva 
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COMMITTEE ON INTERCOMMUNION 
APPROVED IN CANADIAN TALKS 


(Bolton, Ontario) - While some Canadian Anglican and United Church congrega- 
tions have been participating in each other's communion services, the official 
sanction of the Anglican Church has not yet been given. A committee to study 
the possibility of a covenant allowing inter-communion was authorized by the 
General Commission on Union between the Churches when it met here in December. 


The General Commission executive, made up of clergy and lay representatives 
from both communions, was asked to prepare for the next meeting guides for 
experimentation at the local level. This would include. such subjects as’ 

a joint Anglican-United Church ministry, co-operative planning and joint use 
of resources. 


One of the two permanent secretaries to work on church union is Rev. Canon 

Ralph R. Latimer, general secretary of the Anglican Church of Canada. He 

will assume his new position June 1. The United Church will make a similar 
appointment shortly. 


Dates for the completion of reports of the five special commissions were also 
set. Those dealing with doctrine, liturgy and the church in the world were 
asked to complete their reports by next December. 


The final document, detailing how union is to be carried through, is to be. 
ready for presentation to the two churches by June 1972. EPS, Geneva 


SMALL COMPANIES IN DEVELOPING NATIONS 
TO BE AIDED BY U.S. METHODIST LOANS 


(New York) - A change in financial policy to make as much as $2,250,000 available 
for possible investment in indigenously owned and managed economic enterprises 

in developing nations of Asia, Africa and Latin America has been announced here 
by the World Division of the Methodist Board of Missions. 


The purpose is to help build sound, stable economies in developing nations and 
thus increase the self-sufficiency of the people. 


Emphasis would be placed on investment - through loans, stock hehe or pther 
means ~ rather than on grants or gifts, since the World Division wants to 

work with indigenous people in self-help'ventures instead of simply “doing 
something for" them. 


Most of the investments probably would be in individual or small-group efforts, 


such as small companies or co-operatives, since that is the area where develop- 
ment capital is most often needed. EPS, Geneva 


SPANISH PROTESTANT BURIED 
IN ROMAN CATHOLIC CEMETERY 


(Madrid) -For the first time in Spanish history a Protestant was buried January 
1 in a Catholic cemetery at Almudena, Madrid. The deceased belonged to a new 
Baptist congregation at Villaverde. This is the first Protestant church built 
since the new religious liberty law ‘was passed last June. EPS, Geneva 
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ANGLICAN/ROMAN CATHOLIC GROUP 
OUTLINES "FAITH WE SHARE" 


(Malta) - The third meeting of the Anglican-Roman Catholic Joint Preparatory 
Commission held here recently drew up a joint report on "the faith we rejoice 
to share". While not made public, it has been sent to Pope Paul. VI and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey. 


In addition to indicating matters on which there is agreement, the réport also 
notes points of disagreement requiring further study. 


Working papers had been prepared by Anglican Bishop H.R. McAdoo of Ossory, Ferns 
and Leighlin (Ireland) and Roman Catholic Auxiliary Bishop Christopher Butler 
of Westminster. These formed the basis for discussion and for the joint report. 


In a communiqué given to the press, the commission stated: "We have made re- 
commendations both for dialogue and for practical measures for growing 
together...But it is clear that, whatever these further steps may turn out 

to be, scholars on both sides should be engaged in serious joint study of such 
difficulties as those arising out of the constitution and teaching office of 
the Church, the place of Mary in the faith and devotion of the Church and 
ministry". 


Previous meetings have been held at Gazzada, Italy and Huntercombe Manor, 
Taplow near London. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH OF BRETHREN SUPPORTS 
CREDIT CUT-OFF FOR SOUTH AFRICA 


(New York) - The strongest statement made by a U.S. denomination on the subject 
of South Africa's policy of apartheid has been adopted by the top policy-making 
body of the Church of the Brethren. 


The General Brotherhood has urged the U.S. Government to apply economic sanc~— 
tions against South Africa, discourage American investment and trade, support 
UN action to relieve South Africa of mandate control of Southwest Africa, and 
contribute generously to the UN Trust Fund providing legal aid to those 
charged under apartheid laws and relief for their dependents. 


U.S. banks giving credit to the South African Government were requested to 
cease this "direct financial help". And the National Council of Churches and 
its member churches were encouraged to withdraw their funds from any bank 
which engaged in this credit arrangement. 


The General Brotherhood said it would “endéavour to apply the positions set 
forth to its own programmes and practices". EPS, Geneva 


NON-CATHOLIC CLERGY PARTICIPATE 
IN CONSECRATION OF BISHOP HURLEY 


(San Francisco) - Protestant, Orthodox and Jewish clergymen participated in 
consecration ceremonies for Auxiliary Bishop Mark J, Hurley of San Francisco 
in St. Ignatius Catholic church here. The non-Catholic clergymen were included 
in the procession, seated in the sanctuary and "announced" to the congregation. 


Presiding at the consecration was James Francis Cardinal McIntyre of Los Angeles. 
EPS, Geneva 
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POPE PAUL ACCEPTS RESIGNATION 
OF CARDINAL OTTAVIANI 


(Rome) - Alfredo Cardinal Ottaviani, one of the most powerful figures in the 
Roman Catholic Church, resigned January 8 as Pro-Prefect of the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith. 


Pope Paul, in a warm letter of thanks, accepted. the resignation. 


The pontiff named Franjo Cardinal Seper, 62-year-old Croatian Archbishop of 
Zagreb, to lead the congregation which has been known during its 425-year- 
history as the Congregation of the Universal Inquisition, the Holy Office and, 
since 1965, by its present name. 


Possessed of vigour, forthrightness and persistence, Cardinal Ottaviani had. 
become a symbol of resistance to the currents of ChaRee set on foot by the late 
Pope John XXIII and the Second Vatican Council. 


Cardinal Seper, termed a church moderate with a good grasp of theological 
questions; is the first non-Italian to head the congregation since the 1920s. 
At the recent Synod of Bishops he received the highest number of votes in 

the election for members of the commission charged with preparing the final 
report on the dangers that menace the faith. 


Cardinal Ottaviani had held his post as Pro-Prefect only since 1959. ‘However, 
he had been a major power in the congregation since 1935. He is 77 years old. 
| EPS, Geneva 


SENTENCE PRONOUNCED ON THREE 
HUNGARIAN CHURCHMEN 


(Budapest) ~ The Presidium of the Synod of the Reformed Church in Hungary 
has been informed by the State Office for Church Affairs that sentence has 
been pronounced against Pastor Balint Kovacs of Budapest and two elders in 
the Reformed Church (EPS No. 40, 1967). 


The City Court of Budapest sentenced Pastor PROMEEC S to six months imprison- 
ment “because of preparation for conspiracy". Dr. Denes Batiz, a physician, 
received a sentence of one year, and Matyas Bugarszky, seven months. Sentences 


were suspended for Imre Tisza and Karoly Dobos. The sentence is subject to 
appeal. . 


An account of the action in the Hungarian Church Press concludes with the 


sentence: "The church authority will deal with the aforesaid matter when the 
sentence becomes non-appealable". EPS, Geneva 


TWO CANADIAN CHURCHES UNITE 


(Toronto) - The United Church of Canada welcomed 10,000 members of the Evangeli- 
cal United Brethren Church into union on New Year's Day. - , 


The United Church Observer said it ‘will be important during the next few years 
chat special efforts be made, “especially in those Western Ontario communities 
where there will now be’ two United *Church congregations, or a local union of 
two, not only to welcome each other, but to learn from each other and to use 


restraint and practice patience in /growing together", 
(more) 
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"There should be integration now, assimilation later", the Observer said. 

"Those traditions, customs and institutions which the EUBs feel should be 

retained, should be retained. This we predict will be a very happy marriage - 

a polygamous one maybe with more brides to come - and a godly marriage and, 

we trust, a long and fruitful life within the household and family of God. i" 
EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH REFORMED CHURCHES ENDORSE 
" INTERRACTAL" HEART TRANSPLANT 


(Capetown) - Spokesmen for South African churches have unanimously approved 
the principle of transplanting human organs from a member of one race to 
another. 


The racial question was raised by the recent heart transplant by Dr. Christian 
Barnard and his associates at Capetown's Grooteeschuur Hospital. The heart 

of Clive Haupt, "officially" a coloured man, was transferred to Dr. Philip 
Blaiberg, a white dentist. 


The Rev. W.A. Landsman, public relations officer of the Nederlandse Gere- 
formeerde Kerk, said: "My church has no objection to using the heart of a 
coloured person in an attempt to save the life of a white person. If a white 
heart is required to save a non-white person's life, there can be no objec- 
tion to using it if it is available. 


"To my church, saving lives is of paramount importance. All other considera- 
tions have no meaning at all. I say without hesitation that non-whites are 
entitled to the same consideration as whites in this unique'respect." 


The Rev. A. Brandt of the Nederduitse Hervormde Kerk, another Dutch Reformed 
body, also said there was no opposition to the transplant. He said the 
medical team deserved "the highest praise". EPS, Geneva 


‘COURT UPHOLDS UNIVERSITY COURSE 
ON "THE BIBLE AS LITERATURE" 


(Seattle) - In an 8-to-1 decision, the State Supreme Court has upheld the right 
of the University of Washington to offer an English course called "The Bible 
as Literature". 


The court action affirmed a lower court's ruling that the course did not 
violate the constitutional prohibition against the establishment of religion, 
is not slanted in a particular religious direction, and does not promote a 
particular theology for purposes of religious indoctrination. 


Two Bible Presbyterian ministers, the Rev. ‘Thomas W. Miller of Seattle and 
the Rev. Harold Webb of Tacoma, brought suit against the university charging 
that the course would influence students by the religious ideas presented. 


Mr. Miller, in a prepared statement, said that the State Supreme Court's 
decision “in effect establishes a state religion" and he described the 
majority opinion as "an affront to all Bible-believing Christians". He said 
he will appeal the decision to the U.S. Supreme Court. EPS, Geneva 
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PRIORITIES FOR 1968 SET 
BY UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES 


(London) - As president of the United Bible Societies, the Most Rev. Dr. F.D. 
Coggan, Archbishop of York, in a New Year's message has enumerated three 
major needs for 1968:. new translations, new books, new readers. The UBS is 
now entering the second stage of a world campaign designed to emphasize "The 
Book for New Readers". 


New translations must convey the original message in up-to-date language, 

the Archbishop noted. Attractive and inexpensive editions of the Bible and 
portions of it are needed. "New readers" implies that the laity in the Church 
must be trained to study the Bible and to promote its use. 


"This is a vast and urgent task", said the Archbishop. ''To the churches I 
appeal. See that the dissemination and study of the Bible are given high 
priority. To all my Christian brethren I appeal. Read it yourself regularly. 
Encourage others to study it. By your prayers, gifts and enthusiasm see 

that those who have never had the message of the Bible are given a ‘chance 

to obtain a copy." EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN PRESENCE TO BE 
EVIDENT AT OLYMPIC GAMES 


(Grenoble, France) - Christians from all over the world who attend the winter 
Olympic Games here in February will be welcomed at two ecumenical centres. 


The Centre of the Holy Spirit at Chamrousse has 350 seats. A second larger 
centre, named St. Marks, is being built at Malherbes near Grenoble. It will 
include a Reformed chapel and a Roman Catholic church. 


St. Marks Centre will house two exhibitions: one depicting the Exodus will 
be entitled "From Slavery to Service", and the second will be ecumenical in 
nature. Their purpose is to promote conversation between guests and hosts. 


On February 13 an ecumenical round-table discussion will be held at the 

Church of St. John (Roman Catholic). Speaking on the subject "The signifi- 
cance of the ecumenical movement in a world searching for unity" will be 

Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, retired WCC general secretary; Msgr. Hauptmann, 
director of the Catholic Institute in Paris; Fr. Cyril Argentis (Orthodox) 
and two laymen. EPS, Geneva 


RUSSIAN PATRIARCH ASKS GREECE'S 
PRIMATE TO SPEAK OUT ON PRISONERS 


(Moscow) - Patriarch Alexei of the Russian Orthodox Church has’ appealed to 
Greek Orthodox Archbishop Ieronymos of Athens to use his influence in seeking 
the release of political prisoners in Greece: 


In a message, broadcast by the Soviet Radio, Patriarch Alexei expressed 
"anxiety over the fate of the sons and daughters of the Greek people who 
have long been unjustly imprisoned for their views and their desire for 
freedom and democracy". 


The Russian prelate asked that Archbishop Ieronymos speak out because the 
word of a churchman "might carry some influence...This would undoubtedly 
be a step in restoring Greece to normal life and gladden all people of good- 
will", Patriarch Alexei added. EPS, Geneva 
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LATIN AMERICA'S TENSIONS REQUIRE 
THEOLOGICAL ANALYSIS, CASTRO HOLDS 


(Piriapolis, Uruguay) - "We must recognise the fact that ideological conflicts 
divide the Latin American continent, and these same conflicts cut right across 
the life of the Church. But at the same time we must seek to overcome these 
divisions by understanding the actual situation and finding a theological inter- 
pretation of what is happening." 


With these words Dr. Emilio,Castro, a Methodist minister who is general 
secretary of the Commission for Latin American Evangelical Churches, challenged 
200 Christians from 20 nations who attended a series of ecumenical consulta-— 
tions held here in mid-December. 


All major Christian communions were represented at these ecumenical "workshops", 
including Pentecostals and the Roman Catholic Church. More than 40 per cent 
of the participants were women. 


The general theme was "Christian Participation in the Social Transformation of 
Latin America" 


Noting that serious intellectual work was the first task of conference partici- 
pants, Dr. Castro recalled the scriptural admonition: “Love God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, with all your mind. 


"These are days in which we must offer to God all our intellectual capacity", 
he said. "Bible study must be carried out with scientific seriousness. 


"At the same time we must listen to the sociologist and to the ideologist who 
tell us what is happening in Latin America. Then we must try to understand 
these developments from a Christian point of view. 


"In this way we as Christian brothers can find ourselves again in spite of 
political and social divisions", he maintained. 


In his reference to the ideological divisions within the Church, Dr. Castro 
said that these lay behind the postponement of the Third Evangelical Latin 
American Assembly. This meeting had been scheduled for Sao Paulo in December 
but will now be held in 1969 (EPS No. 38, 1967). 


Recalling the recent statement by the Archbishop of Montevideo that "it is 

a grave sin to accuse Christians of being Marxists, especially those who work 

for social justice", Dr. Castro said: "In many quarters there are still those 
incapable of understanding that the desire for justice grows in the hearts of 

all young Latin Americans, and the hour demands urgent changes that cannot be 

postponed". 


Ecumenical organisations sponsoring the consultations were the Union of Latin 
American Evangelical Youth, the Student Christian Movement, the Commission 
on Church and Society, the Latin American Commission of Christian Education, 
and the Provisional Commission for Evangelical Unity. 


Present were housewives as well as lawmakers, clerks and intellectuals, trade 
unionists and ecclesiastics. "We have here the wealth of human experience be- 
longing to the whole Latin American scene; this prevents us from taking refuge 


in a limited vision", Castro said. EPS, Geneva 
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IN BRIEF 


Recognition was accorded to the Rev. Dr. Ernest A. Payne for his leadership 

of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland as its general secretary 

and his contribution to ecumenism as vice-chairman of the WCC's Central Com- 
mittee and as an active member of the British Council of Churches when he — 

was awarded the Companion of Honour in Queen Elizabeth's New Year Honours List. 


* * cto 


Dr. Carl F. H. Henry, editor of the theologically conservative U.S. fortnightly 
"Christianity Today", has announced his resignation effective July 1. He 
expects to engage in theological research and writing. Dr. Henry was chairman 
of the 1966 World Congress on Evangelism held in Berlin. 


k * * 


Forty of the Church of Scotland's 60 home presbyteries are in favour of the 
church admitting women to the ministry on the same terms as men. Voting by 
presbyteries was called for in a decision made by the General Assembly last May. 


* * * 


Dr. D. T. Niles of Ceylon, general secretary of the East Asia Christian Con- 
ference, will serve as a consultant to the World Division of the Methodist 
Board of Missions while he is lecturing at Princeton Theological Seminary 
from February through April. He will help the board plan its quadrennial 
emphasis on peace, world hunger and urbanisation. 


* * * 


Madras’ Minister for Health, Thiru Sadiq Pasha, was among 500 persons attending 
the dedication of a new book shop in Madras sponsored by India's Christian 
Literature Society. Financial assistance for the project was rendered by the 
Christian Literature Fund of the WCC's Commission on World Mission and Evangelism. 
The new shop is designed as a general bookshop specialising in Christian books. 

It will be the scene of the first bookseller's training course starting this 
month; trainees from eight states will participate. 


* we 


More than 900 persons have registered for a series of lectures which Father 
Hans Kung, noted Roman Catholic theologian, will deliver at Union Theological 
Seminary in New York City where he is visiting professor. Father Kung will 
discuss the problems of the Church today. ) 


* * * 


The Bible in Rumanian is being set in type at the State Printing Press in 
Bucharest. Work started January 1 on an order of 100,000 copies, half of 
which are expected to be ready by the end of February. - The edition will be 
distributed by the Orthodox Church among its 10,000 parishes. Paper has 
been supplied as a gift from the United Bible Societies. 


EPS, Geneva 
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ECUMENICAL AID FOR SICILY 
EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS RECEIVED 


(Geneva) - Gifts are already flowing in from agencies related to the World 
Council of Churches' Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
to help victims of this week's earthquake in Sicily and, eventually, to re- 
build the shattered area. 


It is estimated that about 30,000 people lost their homes. So far, 300 
bodies have been recovered, and another 1,000 persons are reported missing. 


The agencies have agreed that their gifts shall be channelled to the Italian 
Protestant Church Federation, which will make immediate allocations to 
Caritas Italy, the Roman Catholic service organisation, and to the Red Cross. 
After study and consultation, additional allocations will be made for re- 
building and rehabilitation projects. 


The inhabitants of ‘the area are predominantly Roman Catholic. But there . 
are also a number of Pentecostals, Waldensians, Methodists and Adventists. 
Gifts passing through the Division will be made on the basis of need. 


Dr. Charles W. Arbuthnot, acting director of DICARWS, has cabled Msgr. Carlo 
Bayer, head of Caritas Internationalis, expressing sympathy for all who 

have suffered in the catastrophe and offering the co-operation of WCC member 
churches. EPS, Geneva 


HANOVER CHRISTIANS WANT PARLIAMENT 
TO DEBATE U.S. ACTION IN VIETNAM 


(Hanover) - The Synod of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Hanover has been 
asked to press for a debate in Parliament on West Germany's attitude towards 
U.S. policy in Vietnam. 


The action was suggested in an open letter signed by 154 members of the 
regional church of Hanover. They also proposed that their church support 
American Christians who are trying to stop the bombing of North Vietnam 
and defending conscientious objectors. 


The West German Government should no longer describe U.S. policy in Vietnam: 
as "an effort to maintain freedom and peace in the world", said the Hanover 
Christians. It should rather urge the U.S. Government not to extend the 
war and to stop bombing North Vietnam. 


Almost simultaneously Oberkirchenrat Erwin Wilkens in the office of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany advocated a "responsible political discussion 


of the war, which has become absolutely intolerable". 


Stating that Germany has retreated into a “strange provincial isolation", 

he cited the fact that a request by the Social Democrats that the U.S. 

should immediately stop bombing caused a sensation and was “immediately 

rejected by the guardians of the political orthodoxy of German citizens". 
EPS, Geneva 
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PRESBYTERIANS SUPPORT PEACE APPEAL 
OF SOUTH VIETNAM BISHOPS . 


(Atlantic City, New Jersey/Saigon) - A resolution adopted by the North 
American Area Council of the World Alliance’ of Reformed Churches meeting 
in Atlantic City, strongly supported the appeal made by the Vietnamese 
Council of Roman Catholic bishops ‘for an end to the war. 


Some 100 participants attended the annual meeting of 13 Presbyterian and 
Reformed bodies which are members of the Alliance. Their statement declared: 


"We welcome the forceful statement made on January 7 by the Vietnamese 
Council of Bishops which, according to reports, called upon the governments 
in Hanoi and in Saigon to halt the fighting and join in efforts in restoring 
peace." 


The Presbyterians directed the same appeal to states allied with the govern 
ments in Vietnam and those supporting military efforts. Agreement was ex- 
pressed with the Vietnamese bishops on the necessity for ceasing the bombing 
in the North and the infiltration into the South of men and materials. 


“We join in their fervent plea to the governments of the warring nations: 
"In the name of God, we cry, stop!'", the resolution said. 


The approved statement was a substitute for a motion asking the Council to 
call upon the U.S. "to cease the bombing of*North Vietnam and de-escalate 
the war in order to help create a climate in which the United Nations can 
effectively work for negotiations to take place". 


In introducing the substitute motion, William P. Thompson, stated clerk of 
the United Presbyterian Church, said, "When I learned of the Roman Catholic 
bishops' action it seemed to me that the most creative thing for us to do 
would be to accept that part we could concur in. | 


"The bishops!are on the scene and were speaking courageously to the govern~ 
ments of North and South Vietnam. We broadened our statement to speak 
to all governments, including our own." 


The 17 South Vietnam bishops also criticised the government of President 
Nguyen Van Thieu, himself a Roman Catholic. 


"How can there be peace if the citizens no longer believe in their just 
cause and no longer have confidence in each other", said the ibishops. 
"There is no‘one at the present time who redlises the extreme gravity of 
the situation in our country." 


At another point the ‘bishops askéd: "How can there’be peace when those 

in responsible places mask their false promises behind rhetoric? . How 

can there be peace if laziness, hypocrisy and corruption prevail everywhere 
in society?" 


These allusions to the South Vietnamese Government were taken by observers 
to indicate that the once-close relationship betweeli the Roman Catholic 
(more) 
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hierarchy and the government was undergoing a period of strain over the war. 
Especially during the regime of Ngo Dinh Diem the links between the Catholic 
leadership and government were extremely close. 


The bishops quoted extensively Pope Paul VI. 


"The North and South Vietnamese Governments must meet together, talk together, 
begin serious negotiations", said the bishops. | EPS, Geneva 


POPE HOLDS OUT FOR SPECIAL 
STATUS FOR HOLY PLACES 


(Vatican City) - In.an address to the Roman Curia reviewing Vatican activity 
during 1967, Pope Paul VI reiterated his. contention that places specifically 
identified with the life of Christ should be internationalized. 


He urged that they be protected by formal agreements guaranteed by, some inter- 
national authority. 


The Pope's statement contradicted reports that he had abandoned the idea of 
internationalization and was now willing to sanction full Israeli responsibility 
for maintenance of the Holy Places. 


At the same time the pontiff has apparently abandoned the idea of internationa— 
lizing the entire area. 


Pope Paul's present proposal seems to rest on the principle of "extra-terri- 
toriality", although the word was not used. In Rome, many ecclesiastical 
institutions enjoy extra-territoriality though on Italian soil. 


The Pope also'called for recognition of "thetlegitimate religious and civil 
rights of the persons, places and'activities of all the communities present 
in the territory of Palestine". Reference is to Christain and Muslim Arab 
populations in areas that, in a definitive settlement, might pass permanently 
under Israeli control. 


WCC Position 


The WCC Central Committee at its meeting in Grete in August 1967 stated: "Tn 
a region where communities of three religions met and lived together for 
centuries, full religious freedom must be assured to 'all persons and com- 
munities. The continued presence and witness of these faiths and their 
respective communities must be guaranteed by international agreement including 
free access to the Holy Places in a land of unique importance for every one 

of them". EPS, Geneva 


AUSTRIAN LUTHERAN BISHOP 
ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT 


(Vienna) - Bishop Gerhard May, 70, head of the Evangelical Church of the Augs~ 
burg Confession in Austria, while, intending to remain in his post until 1970, 
has now decided to retire on October 31 on. account of poor health. 


Bishop May, a former vice-president of the Lutheran World Federation, said 
he favoured giving the "new generation" a chance to assume leadership. 
EPS, Geneva 
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DANISH THEOLOGIAN EXAMINES 
UPPSALA ASSEMBLY THEME 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches has "committed itself to the revo- 
lutionary existence" by choosing "Behold, I make all things new" as the 
theme of its Fourth Assembly this year, a noted Danish theologian comments 
in the current issue of Lutheran World, theological quarterly of the 
Lutheran World Federation. 


Dr. K.E. Skydsgaard of Copenhagen called the forthcoming Assembly a "risky 
undertaking", and noted that "forces from different sides will encounter one 
another and will undoubtedly clash". 


The theologian stressed that the theme of the Assembly “means quite simply 
the eschatological Kingdom of God", a concern for the "Last Things". 


"This does not mean", he added, "that we dare to forget that which lies 
immediately at hand. On the contrary, the eschatological view grants to 
faith the courage and joy to do the commonplace and that which lies at our 
door-step even if it means difficulty and trouble. 


"For now every day claims God's future for itself, i.e., even the immediate 
tasks become filled with promise in the deepest sense of the word. This is 
true also for the everyday life of the churches and the ecumenical movement. 
For this reason, the Assembly can and must, concretely and in detail, work, 
plan and discuss without seeking to avoid the attendant difficulties. 
However, the clear eschatological theme dare not be omitted." 


The major portion of the Lutheran publication is devoted to the Assembly 
theme. EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH CLERGY ''STRIKE' 
OVER CLOSING OF MINES 


(Lens, France) - Roman Catholic priests, Protestant ministers and Jewish 
rabbis joined the general strike called by trade unions in this northern 
French coal mining town to protest government plans for pit closures. . This 
action would throw 30,000 men of the region out of work over,a period of 
seven years. 


Priests celebrated mass as usual and were ready to perform emergency duties, 
but no burials or weddings were conducted. 


A spokesman for the Catholic bishop of Arras, Msgr. Gerard Huyghe, said the 
priests had the bishop's approval. 


Asked whether this could be interpreted as a political move, he replied: 
"Every change has a political significance. But our aim is simply to draw 
attention to the human suffering caused by unemployment in the area". 

EPS, Geneva 


No. 2 ~ 18th January, 1968 6 


CHURCHES SHARE IN FIELD HOSPITALS 
FOR NORTH VIETNAM 


(Geneva) - A prefabricated field hospital to care for 60 patients at a time 

is en route to North Vietnam from Germany. Towards the total cost of about 
$80,000, WCC member churches and their agencies have subscribed $20,000 
through the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (DICARWS). 
The rest was given by supporters of the International Red Cross, which is. 
responsible for the project. 


Packed in two 15~-ton wagons of Trans-Siberian Railways, the hospital unit 
left Hanover, Western Germany, on December 20 for Vladivostock where it 
will be loaded into a ship and sent on by sea. It is due to reach Haiphong, 
North Vietnam, by the end of January. 


The unit includes an ambulance, X-ray apparatus, laboratory and other 
equipment, and a number of tents for patients and medical staff. It has 
its own power plant and a water reconditioner. It is fully provided with 
surgical instruments and other equipment, and can be ready to operate 
within a few hours after it has arrived in any place. 


The project is intended to help Victims of air raids. Other donors besides 
the WCC included nine National Red Cross Societies, Vietnam committees in 
Canada, Norway, and Finland, the Swiss and French radio networks, Oxfam in 
Great Britain and Canada, the International' Quaker Centre in Geneva, town 
councils in Denmark and Norway, and many individuals. 


DICARWS has also placed an order for $18,000 worth of X-ray equipment, in 
Hong Kong for another Red Cross field hospital in North Vietnam. . The actual 
purchase is being made by the Roman Catholic agency Caritas Internationalis, 
and is another instance of growing ecumenical collaboration. 


In Vietnam, as elsewhere, the WCC is concerned to help those in urgent 

need irrespective of race, creed, politics, or geography. Besides support 
ing the two hospitals in North Vietnam, it is continuing to help Asian 
Christian Service's programme for refugees and other war victims in South 
Vietnam. Asian Christian Service is sponsored by the East Asia Christian 
Conference and is financed by inter-church agencies around the world. 


In addition, Vietnam Christian Service in South Vietnam, administered by 
the Mennonite Central Committee, is supplied by Church World iService (USA), 
Lutheran World Relief, and other ecumenical''agencies. EPS, Geneva 


INDIAN STATE BANS 
FORCED CONVERSIONS 


(Cuttack, India) - A bill outlawing religious conversions "by the use of 
force or inducement or by fraudulent means") was approved by the Orissa State 
Legislature here. ) 


The legislation contends that a conversion involvesian act of "undermining 
another's faith", and that. when it has been "forced" it creates “various 
maladjustments in social life and gives rise to problems of law and order". 
The measure provides a penalty of one year in prisoii and/or a $660 fine 

on conviction. Punishment will be doubled when the convert is a minor, a 
woman or a member of the former “untouchables". EPS, Geneva 
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HUNGARTAN REFORMED CHURCHES TAKE 
STRICT ATTITUDE ON MIXED MARRIAGES 


(Budapest) - Pastors of the Reformed Church of ‘Hungary on the occasion of 
Christmas services invited members of the church who are married to Roman 
Catholics to partake of Holy Communion. 


One condition was set: that they repent of their promise to bring up their 
children in the Roman Catholic tradition. 


The pastors were carrying out regulations issued by the General Synod of 
the church during the 400th anniversary of the Reformation in Hungary. 


The regulations reject the obligation of a Reformed partner to a mixed 
marriage to bring up his/her children in the Catholic tradition. Anyone 
who signs such an agreement loses the right to vote in church elections or. 
run for church office. 


At the same time, Reformed pastors are forbidden to impose an obligation | 

to educate children of a mixed marriage in the Reformed tradstron. They 

may not officiate. at weddings in Roman Catholic churches or "address any 
words of encouragement to the bfide or grodm''. However, they are instructed 
to exercise pastoral care over Reformed members who have married Catholics, 
especially those married in a Reformed church but who have a second wedding 
in accordance with the Catholic. ‘rite. | EPS, Geneva 


ALBANIA ANNULS ALL LAWS 
ON CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS 


“(United Nations, New York) - Albania has officially abrogated all laws 
dealing with church-state relations in that country. 


Copies of the official gazette detailing the action were made available 
here. It was adopted by the country's People's Assembly in Tirana. 


The following laws have been annulled: 


- Decree about religious communities of 1949, modified in 1963; 


~ Decree about the approval of the Statute of the Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church of Albania, dated April 5, 1950; 


- Decree about the approval of the Statute of the Albanian Muslim 
Community, dated April 5, 1950; 


- Decree about the approval of the Statute of the Roman Catholic 
Church of Albania, dated July 30, 1951. 


The action is apparently aimed at delivering the coup de grace to formal 
religious institutions in Albania. Since churches and religious bodies nv 
longer exist, laws covering them are deemed unnecessary. 


Tirana Radio claimed last October that Albania had become "the first atheist 
state in the world". The broadcast dealt with confiscation of church property 
by the state, ostensibly in the interest of the country's youth movement anc 
its ideological purity. SPS, Geneva 
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ROLE OF WORLD CONFESSIONAL, BODIES 
IN UNION NEGOTIATIONS STUDIED 


(Geneva) ~ A joint committee of Lutheran and Reformed theologians appointed 
to evaluate the results of theological conversations now concluded has en- 
dorsed continued efforts at all levels to improve co-operation between the 
world confessional families. 


At the same time, the committee warned against formation of a “closed Re- 
formation bloc" in the overall ecumenical dialogue. 


Reformed and Lutheran churches should "be open to learn from other church 
families and to contribute towards renewal of the proclamation of the Gospel 
to the world in fellowship with all Christian churches", the theologians 
stated. , 


The Joint Study Committee, which met here January 13-15, was appointed by 
the executive committees of the Lutheran World Federation and the World. 
Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


The committee paid particular attention to relations between the WARC 

and LWF, and to the role of the world bodies in church union negotiations 
in which their member churches are involved. Steps for promoting pulpit 
and altar fellowship were discussed, as well as means of co-ordinating at 
the world level the various Lutheran-Reformed dialogues taking place in 
different parts of the world. 


The need to clarify divergent understandings of "church unity" was stressed, 

as was the need to pay attention to non-theological distinctives of “ethos © 

and style", which may pose greater barriers to unity than doctrinal differences. 
The full evaluation report was not made public but will go to WARC and LWF 
executive committees. EPS, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL PROSPECTS FOR 
ROMANIAN BAPTISTS GROW 


(London) - Participation of Romanian Baptists in the Conference of European 
Churches and improved relations between the Romanians and the Baptist World 
Alliance (BWA) are in prospect, according to Alliance representatives who 
visited the country in December. 


Dr. C. Ronald Goulding of London and Rudolf Thaut of Hamburg, secretary and 
vice-president respectively of the European Baptist Federation, held con- 
versations with officials of the Government Department for Public Worship 

and Religious Education and the Patriarchate of the Romanian Orthodox Church. 


This was the first time since 1944 that Romanian Baptists were able to 
receive an official visit from BWA representatives. 


"We were very much impressed by the crowded houses of worship and the very 
lively worship services in three of the six churches in Bucharest, as well 

as in Brasov and Sibiu, in which we preached", reported Rudolf Thaut. In 

two of these churches, there was an attendance of about 1,000 people each. 
Present were many young people and a strikingly large number of men. The 
churches number about 100,000 members (adults). EPS, Geneva 
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U.S. ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS 
WARN ON THREATS TO THE CHURCH 


(Washington, D.C.) - The Roman Catholic bishops of the U.S., in a 25,000-word 
collective pastoral letter, have voiced concern over what they term destruc- 
tive and hostile attitudes within the church. 


The document, entitled "The Church in Our Day", seeks to interpret and apply 
the findings of the Second Vatican Council to the American scene, particularly 
the Constitution on the Church. 


"With sadness we notice that some today, using the noble word ‘charism' or 
employing theology almost as therapy, ridicule the church, and under the 
guise. of being contemporary, seem hostile to everything except their own 
views", state the 200 bishops. (Charism means a special gift or inspiration 
from God.) 


In appraising tensions within the priesthood, the bishops call men who have 
left the priesthood "derelict" and a source of scandal. 


When the bishops approved the statement at a closed meeting here last month, 
they said they had no intention of discouraging forces of reform within 
American Catholicism. 


But in an apparent reference to progressives who believe that reform of 
ecclesiastical structures is a primary task for this generation, the bishops 
say: "A new Pelagianism seeks salvation in the correction of structures 
rather than in conversion to Gods; a new Gnosticism places all its hope in 
the apt phrase or the esoteric formula, rather than in Jesus Christ crucified 
and risen", 


This is an allusion to two early Christian heresies: Pelagianism held 
that men have complete freedom of the will and no need for God's help in: 
gaining salvation; Gnosticism was the doctrine that salvation is achieved 
through knowledge. 


While strongly upholding the church's teaching on infallibility, the letter 
says: “Infallibility is thus always subordinate: to revelation and somehow 
includes the witness of all the church's people...." 


In a discussion on social implications, this statement appears: "A Catholic 
becomes responsible when he realises that his own dignity and destiny are 
bound up with the dignity and destiny of all men...Therefore, indignity, 
injustice and inhumanity at any time, any PAAR P toward any man should arouse 
in us a deep and burning concern...." 


About a quarter of the document is concerned with the role of the priest and 
with reports that dissatisfaction weigh on the American clergy. The bishops 
note that some priests are afflicted by loneliness, doubts as to the rele- 
vance of their ministry and worries about "apartness" - the fact that ordina- 
tion gives them a special status and sets them apart from laymen. 


Although celibacy was not specifically listed as one of the factors troubling 
clergy, the bishops said Pope Paul's recent reaffirmation of the need for celi- 
bacy "should be seen by clergy and laity alike as God's will for his church 

at this time". (more) 
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The view of many Roman Catholic progressives that the priesthood is not 

a separate status but a function - meaning that a priest is essentially a 
layman with the job of presiding during worship and dispensing the sacra~ 
ments — was criticised. 


‘Many of us think we see an unfortynate eclipse of the clear and separate 
status of ordained priesthood", said the bishops. "Priests understand that 
the meaning and worth of their priesthood can never be adequately, least of . 
all easily, explained except by the principles which justify the church itself. 


Reactions to Bishops' Letter 


Early reaction to the letter was largely favourable. The Jesuit weekly 
America called it "an open, fair, courageous, intelligent and warm communica 
tion’. 


The National Catholic Reporter, edited by laymen, said the pastoral is “not 
a particularly venturesome one....it breaks no new ground; it does not re~ 
present any advance over the achievements of Vatican II. Its discussion of 
infallibility is relatively rigid and defensive...the pastoral seems more 

concerned to assert the uniqueness of the Roman communion than to celebrate 


what progress toward Christian unity has occurred or to encourage further 
movement", EPS, Geneva 


WORLD COUNCIL, VATICAN 
LOAN FUNDS TO COPTS 


(Cairo) - A spokesman for Egyptian Coptic Patriarch Cyrillos VI of Alexandria 
said here that the World Council of Churches and the Vatican had loaned 
"about $10,000" to the Coptic Church in Jerusalem because of the freezing 

of the funds of the patriarchate there following the June war. 


Some $2,000 of the loan came from the Vatican and $8,400 (or £3,000) from 
the Near East appeal of the WCC. A further loan from the WCC is under .con- 
sideration. 


As Arab-owned banks in the former Jordanian section of Jerusalem have been 
closed since the war, the Coptic Patriarchate is unable to draw funds from 
its accounts or receive support from Arab countries. 


Archbishop Anba Basilius is head of the Coptic Church in Jerusalem. 
EPS, Geneva 


AUTONOMOUS CHURCH FOR METHODISTS 
IN MALAYSIA, SINGAPORE NEARS 


(New York) - Methodists in Malaysia and Singapore have completed action required 
to become an autonomous church. Formal approval must be given by the Uniting 
Conference of the Evangelical United Brethren and Methodist Churches in Dallas, 
Texas, next April. With 68,506 members (full and preparatory), the Methodist 
Church in Malaysia and Singapore would be one of the largest Protestant deno- 
minations in the two countries. EPS, Geneva 
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Special Report 


FIRST INTERCONFESSIONAL U.S. STUDENT ASSEMBLY BREAKS NEW GROUND 


(New York) - Between Christmas and New Year's Day a hotel in Cleveland, Ohio 
was transformed into a temporary college campus as nearly 3,000 students, 
clergymen, nuns and professors participated in the first major intercollegiate 
conference sponsored by the University Christian Movement (USA). 


Although it was technically the 20th in a series of quadrennials originated 
by the Student Volunteer Movement,’ one veteran said it resembled its pre- 
decessors in only three ways: "lots of students, lots of confusion, and long 
lines at registration". He might have added the significant number of non- 
USA students who participated. 


According to Leonard Clough, UCM general secretary, the basic purpose of 
the conference was to implement the University Christian Movement's desire 
to work for social change through the reformulation of the university. 


Closed-circuit television was used to replace traditional plenary sessions. 
With the assistance of a local educational TV station, a studio was “built™ 
in the hotel. Thus participants could view three. major presentations each 
day. An informal "UCM Today" show each morning gave the news, announcements, 
interviews and commentary. An afternoon "dialogue-focuser"™ called attention 
to major issues such as the theological implications of the technological 
age, the education which “we wish we were getting", the internationalized, 
pluralistic world, and the future "which will soon be our present". 


During a two-hour evening show called "Feedback", participants who felt that 
their points of view had not been adequately covered were given a chance 

to "say their thing", poets read their own poetry, dramatic groups performed, 
and foreign visitors shared their views. 


The major focus of the "Cleveland Week" was a series'of "depth education 
groups" (degs) which met each morning for two~-and-a-half-hours. Each had a 
leader trained in an experimental method described as dialogical to distinguish 
it from authoritarian or laissez-faire bull-session ways of dealing with 
issues. Each "deg'"' also had resource leaders and materials provided. But the 
success of the morning sessions, like most of the rest of the conference, 
depended upon the active participation of the members. 


Churchmen who are worried about the UCM's reported leanings towards the New 
Left may be glad to learn that "degs" on theological and church/world issues 
drew far more students than those on political, economic or international 
issues. Churchmen who are hopeful that the UCM will provide the churches with 
young leaders who know how to work for change will be glad to learn that the 
most successful “degs" were those which developed strategies for action. 


A third focus of the "20th Quadrennial" was the arts. The film festival each 
evening had standing room only. The graphic arts workshop every afternoon 
and evening was nearly paralysed by the unexpectedly large turn-out. The 


(more) 
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music and drama workshop attracted hundreds of singers, dancers, and instru- 
mental musicians who not only enjoyed "doing their thing" but also developed 
experimental liturgies. 


Although the planning committee had purposely omitted all-conference worship 
services, Roman Catholic masses, Orthodox liturgies, traditional Protestant 
services, and experimental, informal liturgies were part of each day's 
programme. 


The opening night "happening" and the gigantic New Year's Eve Festival, inz 
volved everyone who wished to be involved, but were planned and managed 
by leaders of the workshops. 


The multi-media, multi-meeting nature of the "Cleveland Week" made. it 
impossible for one person to evaluate the conference, but Leonard Clough 
made these observations: 


"In spite of many serious problems and disappointments, the "Cleveland Week" 

was worth all the effort and expense which were invested in it. We provided 
facilities and resources. Those who attended the conference - if you can 

call it a conference - provided the programme. It was a creative, parti- 
cipatory experience for all concerned. Never again will, those who, were 

at Cleveland be satisfied with a conference in which “observers™ listen 

to "experts" who have been invited by a planning committee to provide "content". 
The spoken word will always be important, but artistic, non-verbal comnuni- 
cation is here to stay. 


"Never again will those who were at Cleveland be satisfied with anything but 
an open conference in which Catholics, Orthodox, Protestants, non-Christians, 
radicals, conservatives, blacks, whites, young, not-so-young, men, women, 
university people, community people, affluent and poor can participate as 
fully as they wish. A new kind of intercollegiate gathering has been born." 


EPS, Geneva 


January 12-17 


January 18-23 


January 26-28 


January 27-28 
January 29 = 
February 2 
January 30 - 
February 8 
January 30 - 
February 8 
February 16-19 
February 20-23 
February 23 - 


March 1 
February 29 - 


March 2 
March 2-9 
March 4 
March 5-8 


March 10-15 


March 11-15 


March 15-22 


March 17-23 


ECUMENICAL CALENDAR 1968 


WSCF, European Secondary Schools Move- 
ment, Staff Meeting 


WSCF, European SCM Staff Meeting 


AACC Meeting of the Special Agency 
for the Ecumenical Programme for 
Emergency Action in Africa 


WSCF, North American Section of WSCF 


Committee on work among Foreign Students 


CEC, Consultation on "The Churches and 
the Tourist Movement in Europe" 


WSCF, Asia Committee and Asian Study 
Fellowship Steering Committee (in con- 
nection with the EACC Assembly) 


EACC, Quadrennial Assembly 


WCC, Department on the Laity/Roman 
Catholic Church (Council. of the Laity) 
Ecumenical consultation 


WCC, Executive Committee 
WCCE, Staff Meeting 


WCC, Faith and Order, Preparation of 
1969 Week of Prayer Leaflet 


World YWCA/World Alliance of YMCAs 
European Bible Study Seminar 


CEC, Meeting of the Presidium 


CEC, Joint Meeting of the Presidium 
and Advisory Committee 


WCC, Meeting of SASP 


WCC, Church and Society, African 
Conference on Church and Society. 
(Follow up of Geneva World Conference) 


AACC, 1968 Assembly Planning Committee 


AACC/WCC, Church and Society/Faith and 
Order, Consultation on Theological 
Issues of Church and Society 


Diest, 
Belgium 


Warsaw, 
Poland 


Lusaka, 
Zambia 


Toronto, 
Canada 


Driebergen, 
Holland 


Bangkok, 
Thailand 


Bangkok, 
Thailand 


Glion, 
Switzerland 


Geneva, 
Switzerland 


Geneva, 
Switzerland 


not yet known 


Bossey near 
Geneva 


Gwatt, 
Switzerland 


Gwatt, 
Switzerland 


London, 
England 
Abidjan, Ivory 
Coast, Africa 


Abidjan, Ivory 
Coast, Africa 


Moscow, 
USSR 


March 
March 
March 
March 
March 


April 


March 


March 
March 
April 
April 
April 


April 


April 


April 


April 


April 
April 


April 


17-30 


18-22 


19-23 


25-28 


26.'= 


1 


28-29 


28-30 


pA Bie: 


5 


2-35 


45 


6~7 


8-12 


8-20 


8-21 


9-14 


16-19 


21-27 
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World YWCA,Executive Committee 


WCC, DICARWS, Sub-Committees and 
Divisional Committee Meeting 


WCC, DWME, .Executive Committee 


WCC, DWME, Staff Meeting 
WSCF, Middle East Seminar 


wcec, Church and Society, in co-op- 
eration with the International Christ- 
ian Union of Business Executives, 
Conference of Business and Industrial 
Leaders: International. Development 


in the Light of Business Experience 


and Christian Social Ethics 


WSCF, Joint IUS/WSCF Seminar 


Christian Peace Conference, Third 
All Christian Peace Assembly 


WCC, DICARWS, Meeting on Personnel 
and Teams 


WCC, DICARWS, Meeting of the Christian 
Committee for Service in Algeria 


CEC, Meeting of the Advisory Group 
on Mass Media 


WCC, Church and Society, Consultation 
on Problems of Humanization in Society 
in the Light of Current Christian and 
Marxist Discussions 


WSCF, East Africa Bible Study Leader- 
ship Training Course 


Ecumenical Institute, Seminar on 
Orthodox Worship and Theology 


WSCF, Africa Seminar 


WCC, Faith and Order, Lutheran- 
Reformed Conversations 


WCC, Church and Society, in co-op~- 
eration with the Pontifical Commission 
on Justice and Peace of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church, Meeting on World Economic 
Development of Church Leaders, Econo- 
mists and Development Experts 


Bossey near 
Geneva 


Geneva, 
Switzerland 


Geneva, 
Switzerland 


France 


John Knox House, 


Geneva 


Paris, 
France 


Prague, 
Czechoslovakia 


Prague, 
Czechoslovakia 


Geneva, 
Switzerland 


Geneva, 
Switzerland 


not yet known 


Switzerland 


Nairobi, 
Kenya 


Bossey, near 
Geneva (in Paris 
from 25th) 


John Knox House, 
Geneva 


Tutzing, 
Germany 


Beirut, 
Lebanon 


April 22-27 


April 22-27 


April 23-27 
April 24-26 
May 1-7 


May 2-9 


May 6-10 
May 9-14 


May 13-17 


May 20-27 


June 
(dates unknown) 


June 3-6 
June 3-7 
June 5-13 


June 5-18 


June 17-25 


June 20-24 
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WCC, Youth Department, Work Camp leaders' 
orientation 


WCC, Youth Department, Pan-European 
Seminar/Berlin Conference, (preparations 
of Youth Delegates and Stewards for 
Uppsala Assembly) 


World Alliance of YMCAs, llth Meeting 
Executive Committee and related meetings 


U.S. Conference of the WCC, Annual 
Meeting 


WCC, Faith and Order, Meetings on 
Worship 


Churches Committee on Migrant Workers 
in Western Europe, 2nd Consultation on 
Migrant Workers in Western Europe 


WCC, Week of (Staff) Meetings 


WSCF, International Seminar on Middle 
East 


Churches" Committee on Migrant Workers 
in Western Europe/Catholic Committee 
for Intra-European Migration, Joint 
Meeting 


Ecumenical Institute, Study Conference 
for students of the 1967/68 session of 
the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies 
after their period of 3 months’ practical 
work in various countries 


AACC meeting of the Special Agency for 
the Ecumenical Programme for Emergency 
Action in Africa | 


WCC, DWME, Christian Literature Fund 
Committee 


WCC, DICARWS, Sub-Committees’ and 
Divisional Committee 


. 


WSCF, European University Chaplains’ 
Conference 


Ecumenical Institute, Course for Mini- 
sters and Missionaries, Theme: "The 
Challenge of Social Evil" 


WCCE, Board of Managers and Committees 


WCC, Youth Department, Conference on 
Generations’ Problems 


Bossey, near 
Geneva 


Berlin, 
Germany 


Geneva 
Switzerland 


Buck Hill 
Falls, Pa.,USA 


Geneva, 
Switzerland 


Bossey, near 
Geneva 
Geneva, 
Switzerland 


Beirut, 
Lebanon 


Bossey, near 
Geneva 


Bossey,. near 
Geneva 


not yet known 


Crét Bérard, 
Switzerland 


Geneva, 
Switzerland 
Hochst, 
Germany 


Bossey, near 
Geneva 


Frankfurt, 
Germany 


Bossey, near 
Geneva 
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June 21-25 WCC, DWME, Urban and Industrial Mission Rugby, 
Advisory Group England 

June 22=27 WACB Assembly Oslo, 
Norway 

June 25-29 WCC, Department on Co-operation of Men Sweden 


and Women in Church, Family and Society, 
Consultation on Tensions between the Life 
of the Family and Society 


June 25-29 WCC, CCIA, Commission Meeting Sweden 
June 27 - Ecumenical Institute, Orientation Con- Bossey, near 
July 2 ference for Fourth Assembly Participants Geneva 
June 30 - WCC, Executive Committee Uppsala, 
July 2 Sweden 
June 31 - WCC, Faith and Order, Theological Com- not yet known 
July 6 mission on Catholicity and Apostolicity 
July 1-3 WSCF, Political Commission Meeting Europe 
July 1-3 WCC, Youth Department, Pre~Assembly Saltsj6-Boo, 
Youth Conference Sweden 
July 2-3 WCC, Central Committee Uppsala, 
Sweden 
July 4-19 WCC, Fourth Assembly Uppsala, 
Sweden 
July 20 WCC, Meeting of the new Central Committee Uppsala, 
Sweden 
July 21-27 World Alliance of YMCAs, Inter-American Rio de Janeiro, 
Youth Conference Brazil 
July 22-26 WCC, DWME, Theological Education Fund Haywards Heath, 
Committee England 
July 22-26 Ecumenical Institute, Conference with Bossey,. near 
Conservative Evangelicals, Theme: Geneva 


"What do the Holy Scriptures say about 
Christian Responsibility in and for the 


World?" 
July 22-30 WSCF, World Student Conference Turku, 
Finland 
July 25 - WCC, DWME, Committee on the Church and Plén, 
August 3 the Jewish People, International Germany 
Summer School 
July 28-30 WSCF, Secondary Schools Committee Meeting Near Turku, 
Finland 
July 29 = Ecumenical Institute/WSCF, Course for Bossey, near 


August 15 Theological Students, Theme: "Renewal" Geneva 


August 1-11 


August 1-14 
August 15-17 


August 19-29 


August 20 - 
September 20 
August 23-29 


September 2-7 


September 3-9 
September 9-13 
September 9-13 


September 30 - 
October 6 


September or 
October 


October 1 - 
February 15, 1969 
October 2-5 
October 3-6 
October 7-12 


October 13-18 


October 28 - 
November 1 


November 4-8 


November 10-16 


November 26-30 
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World Alliance of YMCAs/World YWCA 
Conference of Young Adults 


WSCF, General Committee Meeting 


WSCF, Executive Committee and Staff 
Meetings 


Ecumenical Institute, Course for 
Laymen, Theme: "The Bible — the 
Living Word" 

WSCF, Final Session of Asian Study 
Fellowship 


WSCF, Asia Seminar 


Ecumenical Institute, Consultation 
on Criteria for Experimentation on 
Human Beings 


WSCF, Latin American Seminar 
UBS, Executive Committee 


WCCE, Latin Countries Conference 


WCC, Department on the Laity, World 
Consultation on Leisure-Tourism 


CEC, Meeting of the Presidium 


Ecumenical Institute,17th Session 
of the Graduate School of Ecumenical 
Studies, Theme: "Evangelism" 


World Alliance of YMCAs, Staff 
Conference 


WCC/Diaconia Desk, Consultation 
the Male Diaconate 


WCC, Youth Department, Autumn 
Consultation 


World Alliance of YMCAs, 7th Con- 
sultation on Physical Education 


WCC, DICARWS, Sub-Committee and 
Divisional Committee 


WCC, Week of (Staff) Meetings 


World Alliance of YMCAs/World 
YWCA Week of Prayer and World 
Fellowship 


WCC, DWME, Divisional Committee 


Geneva Park, 
Canada 


Otaniemi, 
Finland 


Otaniemi, 
Finland 


Bossey, near 
Geneva 


Bangalore, 
India 


John Knox House, 
Geneva 


Bossey, near 
Geneva 


John Knox House, 
Geneva 


New York (or 
Scandinavia) 


Spain 


Tutzing, 
Germany 


not yet known 


Bossey, near 
Geneva 


not yet known 


Crét-Bérard, 
Switzerland 


Switzerland 


Mexico City, 
Mexico 


Geneva, 
Switzerland 


Geneva, 
Switzerland 


not yet known 


not yet known 


December 3-7 


December 8-13 


December 10 


AACC 


CCIA 


CEC 


DICARWS 


DWME 


EACC 


IUS 


SASP 


SCM 


UBS 


WACB 


WCC 


WCCE 


WSCF 


YMCA 


YWCA 
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UBS, American Secretaries Consulta- Mexico 
tion Sai 
UBS, American Regional Conference Mexico 
Friends of the World Council of New York, 
Churches Annual Meeting USA 

k ok ok 


KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 
All Africa Conference of Churches 


Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 
of the World Council of Churches 


Conference of European Churches 


Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World 
Service . 


Division of World Mission and Evangelism 
East Asia Christian Conference 


International Union of Students 


Specialised Assistance for Social Projects (Committee for) 


Student Christian Movement 


United Bible Societies 

World Association for Christian Broadcasting 
World Council of Churches 

World Council of Christian Education 

World Student Christian Federation 

Young Men's Christian Association 


Young Women's. Christian Association 
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PRAYERS FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 
UNITE HUNDREDS THROUGHOUT BRITAIN 


(London) - Ecumenicity burgeoned all over Great Britain this week with 
hundreds of services marking the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 


At least 5,000 people crammed Westminster Cathedral (Roman Catholic) here 
for an intenienchibnktl anne "Profession of United Witness" on January 21. 
For the first time in the cathedral's history the service was conducted 
entirely by lay people. 


People were standing squeezed solid in every aisle as the Salvation Army 
band led them in hymns. Passages from the Bible were read by Group 
Captain Leonard Cheshire, V.C., a Roman Catholic. 


An Anglican, Mr. Andrew Cruickshank, M.B.E., star of a popular television 
programme, gave the address. He said that Christian unity began with 
humility, and that the despairing world of the 20th century was calling 
out for new creation. 


The speaker of the House of Commons, Dr. Horace King, a Methodist, led 

the prayers for unity. The congregation prayed together: "By thy power, 

O Lord, gather thy scattered flock. Unite it under the authority of thy 
Son, so that the purpose of thy love may be fulfilled and that the world 
may know thee, the one true God, and him whom thou hast sent, Jesus Christ". 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, is scheduled to preach 
in the cathedral on January 24 at the invitation of Cardinal Heenan, the 
first occasion on which an Anglican has preached there. 


Other instances of Anglicans preaching in Roman Catholic churches and 

Roman Catholic bishops occupying Anglican pulpits occurred in Carlisle, 
Winchester, Leeds, Birmingham, Bournemouth and Liverpool. Other ecumenical 
services and meetings were held in many towns and villages. 


(Additional reports on Week of Prayer observances around the world will 
appear in subsequent issues of Ecumenical Press Service.) EPS, Geneva 


PROFESSOR PONT ACCEPTS CONVICTION, 
ASKS REDUCTION OF PENALTY 


(Capetown) - Prof. A.D. Pont of Pretoria University, convicted last year 
of libelling the Rev. C.F. Beyers Naude and Prof. A.S. Geyser (EPS No.21, 
1966), has reversed his appeal and has asked that penalty payments be 
reduced. 


Prof. Pont's revised appeal declared that he accepts the conviction but asks 
for a mitigation of the severity of the sentence. He had been ordered by 
the Supreme Court of South Africa to pay $13,000 to each of the men he was 
charged with libelling. In addition, he must pay court costs. 

EPS, Geneva 
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GREEK SYNOD TO ARRAIGN BISHOPS; 
NEW LAW INVOKED 


(Athens) - The Holy Synod, the executive body of the Orthodox Church of 
Greece, has decided. to arraign two bishops before an ecclesiastical tri- 
bunal on the ground that they had lost their “good-reputation and necessary 
prestige". ' 


The accused are Archbishop Iakovos, who was Primate of Greece for a brief 
period, and Bishop Panteleimon of Salonika. The detailed charges against 
them were not made public. 


Last month the Greek regime passed a law whereby “any churchmen who have 
manifestly lost their outside good reputation and necessary prestige are 
deposed by decision of the ecclesiastical tribunal". 


Bishop Panteleimon, who is 65, has been Metropolitan of Salonika for 

17 years. His relations with the Greek military regime have been strained 
for several months and it was rumoured that he was placed under house 
arrest two weeks ago for refusing to officiate at ceremonies attended by 
representatives of the regime. This was denied by a government spokesman 
in Athens. — ' | 


The ecclesiastical tribunal which is to judge the two prelates is presided 
over by Archbishop Hieronymos, the Primate, and includes the eight other 
members of the Holy Synod and four other bishops elected by the Synod. 
There is no appeal. 7 


WCC Expresses Concern 


(Geneva) - In view of the fact that the World Council of Churches had 
received expressions of' concern from several of its member churches, 

Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, sent a letter to Arch- 
bishop Hieronymos in Athens. He noted both the sentiments of member 
bodies and his own concern over the situation. Metropolitan Panteleimon 
was on the WCC Central Committee between 1954 and 1961. EPS, Geneva 


DISTINGUISHED CHINESE CHRISTIAN, 
LEADER IN I.M.C., DIES 


(Hong Kong) —- Dr. Siu Choh Leung, one of the outstanding Christian leaders 
of China for many years, died here December 20 at the age of 79. 


He was general secretary of the National YMCA in China (1931-1949) and 
then became associate general secretary of the World Alliance of YMCAs 

for South and East Asia (1950-1956). In this capacity he helped to prepare 
the 22nd World Conference of YMCAs in Paris in 1955. 


One of the founders of the union of churches that became known as the 
"Church of Christ in China", Dr. Leung served as chairman of the National 
Christian’ Council of China and as vice chairman of the International 
Missionary Council, which became a part of the WCC in 1961 at New Delhi. 
Because he believed wholeheartedly in the ecumenical movement, Dr. Leung 
organised the First Eastern Asia Christian Conference held in Bangkok 

in 1949 under the joint auspices of the IMC and the WCC. At the New Delhi 
Assembly of the WCC Dr. Leung was a fraternal delegate from the Hong Kong 
Council of the Church of Christ in China. EPS, Généva 
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EAST AFRICAN COMMITTEE DRAFTS 
CATECHISM AS STEP TOWARDS ‘UNITY 


(Nairobi) - A draft catechism was completed and progress made in outlining 
the type of unity being sought by five East African churches when. the 
Liturgy and Doctrine Committee met here January 15-18. 


The catechism is to be used experimentally as an outline for teaching 
material in the participating churches (Anglican, Lutheran, Moravian, 
Presbyterian and Methodist). 


The statements on unity are being published serially in the press. it is 
hoped that other churches will be drawn into the conversations as they 
have a chance to study them. 


"If it seems to you that the belief of some other Christian body. is clearly 
absurd, you have probably got it wrong", Anglican Bishop Oliver Tomkins of 
Bristol, England, told the delegates. The former chairman of the WCC 

Faith and Order Commission was a guest at the sessions during the course. 
of an East African visit. 


Noting theologians and ecumenical committees are often blamed for the 
delay in church union while "the ordinary Christian" is said to desire it, 
the East Africans asked whether the real barrier was not the conservatism 
of the different churches, devotion to their own ways. of worship and ) 
organisation, and little awareness of the sacrifice demanded by lasting 
unification. 


To help the ordinary Christian see the urgency of the “call to unity", 
the committee recommended an exchange of preachers between the churches. ) 


Committee meetings will henceforth be held three times a year. 
| EPS, Geneva 


PRESBYTERIANS FAIL TO UNITE 
LIBERALS AND CONSERVATIVES 


(Atlanta) - A two-dav conference to settle differences between a liberal 
and a conservative faction of the Presbyterian Church U.S. has ended with 
both sides resolved to pursue their separate courses. 


A leader of Concerned Presbyterians, a conservative group, said his 
organisation would continue to oppose ecumenical movements and a new church 
emphasis on social problems. 


Spokesmen for the Fellowship of Concern, the liberal faction, said they 
would not cease efforts towards "a more vital role for our church in the 
struggle for social justice and the search for Christian unity". 


Both Dr. Marshall Dendy, moderator of the denomination, and a former mod+ 
erator, the Rev. William Elliott of Dallas, said during the meeting that 
the factionalism was weakening the church and that the two factions shouid 
disband. 


The church in its policy ano lahore has recently moved away from traditional 
Southern church attitudes on social questions. EPS, Geneva 
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NUMBER OF DISSIDENT RUSSIAN BAPTISTS 
SAID TO BE DECLINING 


(London) - Approximately 12,000 Russians belong to the dissident. group of 

Christians known as the deat eTgeeye® group", a decline of 4,000 from their 

peak strength, according to Michael Zhidkov, president of the European 

“ye aanimg Federation who is also 'co-pastor of the 5, 000-member Moscow Baptist 
urc 


Although there are some’ Pentecostalists among them, most are Baptists. 
About 1,000 dissidents rejoined the official Baptist ranks last year, 
fidttkisers several pastors and some leaders, he said. 


Mr. Zhidkov is the son of the late Jakov Zhidkov, who was for many years 
chairman of the All-Union Council of Evangelical Christians-Baptists, the 
group officially recognised by the government. Mr. Zhidkov, also’a leader 


in the Council, recently visited London and Stockholm to confer with officials 
of the European Federation. 


In an interview with the Baptist Times, published in London, he said: "In 
the beginning they (the dissidents) refused to register with the Ministry 
of Cults. Later they sought recognition but on terms which go beyond the 
present regulations on religion. | 


"If they hold services when they have rejected registration, they are 
breaking the law and suffer the penalties of their action. 


"They have accused the leaders of the Baptist Union and its member churches 
of being too subservient to the state regulations. 


"We in the Baptist Union believe it is right to use to the full ail the 
opportunities given to us and to be constantly pressing for larger opportuni- 
ties. They believe they should reject all controls and try to get absolute 
independence immediately. But this creates unnecessary tensions and, we 
believe, this is not the way to gain the lessening of restrictions." 


The Rev. Walter Bottoms, Baptist Times editor, asked Zhidkov how many of 
the "initiatives" are in prison. He said the present number is uncertain. 
Most of those imprisoned in the early 1960's for defying -government regu- 
lations have since been released. Some others are known to have been 
arrested in 1966, he said. 


The Russian visitor spdke of the "great grief" felt by Baptists in the of-~ 
ficial union over the plight of those in prison. He said the union had made 
appeals to the Ministry of Cults in "cases where people had been unjustly 
treated according to the law". In 1966 the Congress of the All-Union Council 
pleaded with authorities for leniency toward the imprisoned leaders, 


Zhidkov said. 


There are 5,000 Baptist churches in the USSR, accurding to the Moscow pastor, 
and the union has 53 general superintendents and 13 assistant superintendents. 


EPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
ISSUES PAMPHLET ON MIDDLE EAST 


(London) - Israel will withdraw from territory taken during the Arab/ 
Isrgeli war provided the Arab states recognise her right to exist and 
there are sufficient guarantees of security, predicts a booklet entitled 
"Israel and the Arabs ~ the Way Forward". 


The booklet has been prepared by a committee appointed by the Joint Inter- 
national Department of the British Council of Churches and the Conference 
of British Missionary Societies. Rear Admiral Sir Anthony Buzzard was 

its chairman. 


While not an official statement of the British Council's views, it is 
published by the Council to help people understand the issues. 


To provide the necessary security, says the pamphlet, Christians should 

work for the following: (a) arms to be balanced at a minimum; (b) frontiers 
patrolled by UN forces on both sides and demilitarized, at least in the 
case of Sinai, until it is possible to provide (c) international guarantees 
either by the two great powers or some “intermediate force" from Europe. 


Whether the Arabs will recognise Israel's existence depends on whether 
resentment of past injustices can be removed, fears of Zionist expansion 
allayed, the refugee problem solved with increased aid, especially from 
Europe, and Israel demonstrates flexibility on the Jerusalem issue. 


On grounds of humanity and expediency, the booklet appeals to Israel to 
heed the UN demand to accept the 150,000 refugees who registered to return 
to the West Bank. It also urges the Arabs to stop inciting refugees to 
resistance. A plea is made that Europe bear a heavier share of the con=- 
tributions to UNRWA, “hitherto mainly borne by America and Britain". 

EPS, Geneva 


BRISTOL FAITH AND ORDER REPORTS, 
MINUTES ISSUED IN BOOK FORM 


(Geneva) - New Directions in Faith and Order is the title of a 200-page. 
book containing the minutes, reports and documents from the WCC Faith and 
Order Commission meeting in Bristol, England last July. 


The volume is published this week in English by the WCC and is available 
from the New York Office and the British Council of Churches.as well as 
the Ecumenical Centre here. 


"The documents show what can be achieved through joint conversations, 
despite the differences which separate the churches", states Dr. Lukas 
Vischer, director of the WCC's Faith and Order Secretariat. "It is pub- 
lished in the hope that the reader will realise something of the effort 
that has gone into it, and will himself be drawn into ecumenical discussion." 


German and French versions of the same material will appear in two theo- 
logical journals: ."Okumenische Rundschau" and "Foi et Vie". Price of 
the English volume is $2.80, 21/-, 9.80 S.Fr./DM. EPS, Geneva 
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LATIN AMERICAN YOUNG PEOPLE 
OUTLINE STUDY/ACTION STRATEGY 


(Piriapolis, Uruguay) |- How do Latin American youth respond to accelerated 
change today? What are the dimensions and roots of this change? | What 
influences youth to respond creatively, or destructively, to political and. 
€cclesiastical authority? 


These were some of the questions put to members of major youth movements 

of the Evangelical (Protestant) churches by Dr. Antonio P. Garcia, professor 
at the University School of Social Services in Montevideo and a Roman 
Catholic. 


He addressed the Union of Latin American Evangelical Youth (ULAJE) which 
met here in December. 


The young people were challenged to analyze the. task of Christian youth 
on a continent where there are 750,000 more people to feed every month, 
where 50% of this growing population is under 20 years of age, and where 
one nation alone (Brazil) must find one million new jobs a year for young 
people entering the labour market. 


Among the most significant emphases emerging from the 10-day meeting were 
the urgent need for Evangelical youth to identify more closely with the 
problems and aspirations of all Latin American youth, and to create among 
rural and working youth - who constitute 80% of Latin Americans under 25 - 
grass-roots communities of service and action. 


The ULAJE delegates syggested a strategy of study and action for the next 
two years, which now goes to their organisations for approval. 


Participating in the discussions and "negotiations" led by ULAJE's president, 
the Rev. Jorge Pantelis of Bolivia, were Dr. Carmen Hernandez, a Methodist 
who is professor of psychology at the University of Montevideo; Dr. Julio 
Barreiro, a lawyer also on the university faculty; and Dr. Heinz. J. Held, 
director of the Lutheran Faculty of Theology in Argentina. EPS, Geneva 


DR. IBIAM PASSES THROUGH GENEVA 


(Geneva) - Dr. Anaku. Ibiam of Enugu, one of the presidents of the World 
Council of Churches, passed through here January 24 on the first stage of 

a tour of European capitals and finally a visit to the United States and 
Canada. He hopes to return to Geneva for a longer stay, possibly to attend 
the forthcoming meeting of the Executive Committee of the World Council of 
Churches which convenes on February 19. Dr. Ibiam was met at the airport 
by WCC staff members Mr. André Dominique Micheli, Canon Burgess Carr and 

Dr. Elfan Reese representing Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, 
who was away from Geneva at the time. EPS, Geneva 
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JOINT MESSAGE ON PEACE 
BY FRENCH CHRISTIANS HIT 


(Paris) - Objections have been raised to the joint message that French 
Protestants and Roman Catholics handed to civic authorities in their 
towns and villages at Christmastime condeming war and affirming their 
desire for peace (EPS No. 43, 1967). 


Writing in the journal Reforme, Pastor Yves Poulain said, "What was 
needed was an extremely firm appeal, a challenge, a summons concentrating 
on a few precise points, something like a prophetic denunciation. But 
all we got was a pious general statement whose effect was palliative". 


Noting that the Roman Catholic Church had stipulated that no processions 
be organised "because of the risk of political exploitation", he writes, 
"Even if there was the slightest probability of incurring this risk, 
should one evade obstacles to this extent? This is to act as if politics 
was not the place (perhaps the only place) where we can prove that our 
faith is genuine, where our hope can carry the force of conviction, where 
love can manifest itself as a concrete reality". 


Ninety Roman Catholic priests and laymen also protested the message to 
their bishops. ''When one has nothing to say, one says nothing. By trying 
to keep out of politics, the result is that one carries out a very bad 
policy", they stated. 


Replying to Pastor Poulain, Pastor Pierre Bourguet, the president of ‘the 
National Council of the Reformed Church of France, stated in Reforme that 
“this time the joint gesture was of greater importance than the intrinsic 
value of the message. Despite its lack of vigour, the Christian quality 
of the message cannot be contested", he wrote. . EPS, Geneva 


U.S. LUTHERANS WARNED. OF RACIAL CRISIS 


(Cincinnati) ~ Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the three-million- 
member Lutheran Church in America, has sent a message to the 7,300 pastors 
of his denomination urging them to help awaken Americans to "a racial 
emergency of gigantic proportions". Dr. Fry is chairman of the World 
Council's Central Committee. 


The message warned of "more destructive and bloody uprisings that are no 
longer going to be confined to the ghetto areas, but will be carried into 
white racial areas". 


Addressing 32 synod presidents, Dr. Fry said: "The United States confronts 
a time of spiralling and spreading violence to make one's blood run cold 
unless a massive improvement of the lot of Negro ghettos comes quickly. 


"If there is an explosive uprising, the heaviest responsibility will rest 
on white society which did not act when there was still a chance. We 

must find a way to deal with the problem of racism in our white neighbour- 
hoods and churches", he stated. "Congress msut change its recent mood of 
punishment and take measures to help slum residents." EPS, Geneva 
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INDIAN S.C.M. SUPPORTS NATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT, NAMES NEW SECRETARY 


(Bangalore, India) - The General Committee of the Student Christian Movement 
of India, at its first meeting in three years, voted to urge associations 
to become increasingly involved in national development and reconstruction. 


As they become personally related to the poor and disinherited by working 
in projects of the National Christian Council's Relief Committee, it is 
felt that students will see new meaning and dynamism in the Christian gospel. 


Seventy students and teachers participated in the General Committee's dis~ 
cussions held on the campus of United Theological College at the end of 
December. Theme of the meeting was "Our Country, Our College and Our Service”. 


Mr. Ninan Koshy, vice-principal of Bishop Moore College in Mavelikara, Kerala, 
was unanimously elected general secretary of the Indian SCM. He succeeds 
Mr. G.R. Karat, who steps down from this post at the end of May but continues 
on the staff until September. | | 


Mr. Koshy, who is 34 years old, has been a teacher for 13 years. A graduate 
of Union Christian College, Alwaye, with a master's degree in English from 
Agra University, he is. well~known in the Church of South India and among 
Christian student groups. His special interest is Christian participation 
in political and national life. ; 


With the departure of the Rev. V.R. Wishart, who has been study secretary 
for five years, this post remains to be filled. EPS, Geneva 


PLANS FOR L.W.F. ASSEMBLY SET 


(Geneva) - The Fifth Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation has been 
scheduled for July 14-24,.1970 in Porto Alegre, Brazil. 


The Latin American site and tentative time had been determined last summer 
by the Executive Committee. Officers of LWF set the exact dates and loca- 
tion at a meeting here. last week. 


On the recommendation of the president of the host church, Dr. Ernesto T. 
Schlieper, it was decided to accept an invitation to meet on the campus of 
the Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul. 


The Assembly is expected to draw 500 delegates, consultants, official 
observers from other denominations. They will consider the theme "Sent 
into the World" in plenary lectures and in three sections on communicating 
the Gospel, ecumenical commitment and responsible participation in today's 
society. 


A major feature of the Assembly is a series of open hearings to receive 
reports on the activities of each major LWF commission and unit since the 
last assembly at Helsinki, Finland, in 1963. EPS, Geneva 
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GENETIC ENGINEERING TERMED 
AN ECUMENICAL ISSUE 


(Cleveland, Ohio) - Euthanasia and genetic engineering are issues requiring 
ecumenical discussion just as much as episcopacy, eucharist and baptism, 

Dr. J. Robert Nelson, professor of systematic theology at Boston University, 
told the 47th convention-of the American Protestant Hospital Association. 
“Churches and theological schools should allot far more time to discussing 
them than is currently the case", he said. 


The negative plans of eugenics through control of procreation can be en- 
couraged in order to suppress destructive genes, Dr. Nelson maintained, but 
positive plans for human breeding are "morally suspect and unduly risky". 


Physicians should be morally and legally authorized to withhold massive 
surgery and medication if prognosis is surely negative and if the patient 
and next of kin have given consent, according to the theologian. Involun- 
tary euthanasia, despite the moral complexity, should not be condoned as 
either a moral or practical policy. 


Dr. Nelson is chairman of the WCC's Faith and Order Commission. 


EPS, Geneva 


U.N. GENERAL ASSEMBLY CALLS FOR HALT 
IN SOUTHWEST AFRICAN TRIAL 


(United Nations) - By a vote of 110 to 2, the United Nations General Assembly 
called for a halt to the trials of 35 Southwest Africans charged with 
"terrorism" (EPS No. 40, 1967). The Assembly also urged the Security Council 
to force South Africa to give up its rule over Southwest Africa. 


The resolution termed the trial of the Southwest Africans, most of whom 
are said to be Lutherans, a "flagrant violation of their rights” and of 
the UN resolution that was supposed to end South Africa's mandate. 


In Pretoria the presiding judge is expected‘to give a verdict on February 5. 
EPS, Geneva 


RELIGIOUS AGENCIES ASK SUPREME COURT 
TO BAR BIAS IN HOME SALES 


(Washington, D.C.) - Agencies representing Protestant, Roman Catholic, 
Orthodox and Jewish bodies have filed legal briefs asking the U.S. Supreme 
Court to outlaw racial discrimination in the sale of homes in suburban 
housing developments. 


The National Council of Ghurches (USA) filed a friend-of-court brief in 
support of an interracial St. Louis couple, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph L. Jones. 
Twenty-four Roman Catholic prelates, including two cardinals, joined the 
National Catholic Conference for Interracial Justice in a similar petition. 
EPS, Geneva 
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U.S. SEMINARY EMPHASIZES 
INTERNSHIPS, SEMINARS 


(Springfield, Ohio) - Seminars will largely replace lectures, and pre- 
paration for the ministry will become a year-round occupation when the 
Hamma School of Theology inaugurates its new four-year curriculum in 
June. 


One aim is to encourage a "style of life" - combining ministry and study 
that will become a lifetime pattern. 


The four-year period will be divided into 16 terms of 11 weeks each; 

six of the terms will be spent off-campus in internships, nine will be 
Spent on campus, and the final term will be arranged to meet the special 
needs of the student. 


"The creation of six off-campus internship terms and the full use of four 
summers makes this curriculum unique", commented President Frederick K. Wentz. 
"Most Lutheran seminaries have a 12-month internship or none. Our goal is 

to relate education to the life of the CLareyman and not to the college 

life which the student has left behind. 


In the classroom, the Hamma student will spend most of his time in seminars 
limited to an enrolment of 15, where "under careful professional guidance" 
the student will investigate the "lively questions he will face in the 
ministry". | 


The two main premises of the curriculum, said Dr. Wentz, are that theo- 
logical education must. build on the life-and-world experiences of students 
and must prepare clergymen who will continue to educate themselves. 


Internships will be served in social agencies, rural and inner city parishes, 
mental hospitals, church camps, campus ministries,’ overseas ministries, 

lay training centres, ecumenical parishes, city governments or civil rights 
programmes. EPS, Geneva 


PEACE CONFERENCE FOR ASIA 

PROPOSED BY N.C.C. OF JAPAN 

(Tokyo) ~ The Executive Committee of the National Christian Council of 
Japan is making plans for an Asian international conference on peace to 
be held in September 1968.. 


The Vietnam war and the Japanese-U.S. security pact are two subjects 
that will receive attention. 


Churchmen from other countries attending the assembly of the East Asia 
Christian Conference outside Bangkok at the beginning of February will 
be asked to contribute their ideas to the planning group. EPS, Geneva 
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SACRED CONCERT BY ELLINGTON 
FILLS EPISCOPAL CATHEDRAL 


(New York) - An audience of more than 7,500 persons filled the Cathedrat 
Church of St. John the Divine (Episcopal) the evening of January 19 to hear 
the premiere of Duke Ellington's: "Sacred Concert" performed by the Ellington 
orchestra, five vocalists and three choirs. 


This is the second sacred composition by the 68-year-old composer, pianist 
and orchestra leader. The first had its premiere in Grace Cathedral in 
San Francisco in 1965. 


The Rt. Rev. Horace W.B. Donegan, Bishop of New York, explained the concert 
by saying: "A lot of people who will come to hear this music and get some 
thing out of it wouldn't go to an ordinary church. We're interested in 
having the Gospel communicated. It's my conviction that a cathedral should 
be a place where creative people can express themselves, as well as where 
those who appreciate creative people can gather". 


Mr. Ellington composed 13 new selections for the concert. The theme under- 
lying several was "Freedom". It became’ explicit in a recitation of the 
word itself in 17 languages and in a quietly joyous piece "It's Freedom". 


The orchestra was set up in the crossing of the cathedral with the audience 
seated behind it in the choir and before it in the nave. Flanking the 
orchestra were two choral groups - the choir of Mother A.M.E. Zion Church 
and choirs of St. Hilda's and St. Hugh's Episcopal schools. 


Although Mr. Ellington had a strong religious background as a child, little 
of his religious interests came out in his music until his Grace Cathedral 
concert. 


"I'd always been this way", he said. "Then one oe a 1% asked if I would 
do a sacred concert at Grace Cathedral and I said "yes". Now I can say 
loudly and openly what I have been saying to myself on we knees." 

EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES IN EAST GERMANY DENTED 
STATUS AS PUBLIC CORPORATIONS 


(Berlin) - Under the new penal code passed last week by the Chamber of Deputies 
in the German Democratic Republic (East Germany), Christian churches lose a 
large part of the legal protection they have enjoyed since 1871 as public 
corporations. 


The new law gives them the status of a private enterprise. Affronts to the 
church and the disturbance of worship services, public blasphemy and misuse 
of the pulpit will no longer be Hunishes by law. In future property damage 
will be treated as an offence against "personal and private property". 


The code also stipulates that no one may be persecuted on “account of his 
faith, nor shall anyone be compelled to attend religious services or prevented 
from attending them. 


The churches in East Germany have objected to some clauses in the new code, 
which takes effect on August 1. They offered alternative proposals. 
EPS, Geneva 
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JOINT APPOINTMENT ANNOUNCED 
BY WCC/ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 


(Geneva/Rome) ~- Maurice Cardinal Roy, president of the Pontifical Commission 
Justice and Peace, and Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC gerieral secretary, an~ 
nounced on ‘January 27 the appointment of a Roman Catholic priest as the.sec~ 
retary of the WCC/RCC Exploratory Committee on Society, Development and Peace. 


Appointed full-time secretary for the Exploratory Committee for a period of 
six months, Father George H. Dunne, S.J. will have his office in the Ecumenical . 
Centre at Geneva. 


Dr. Dunne, assistant to the president of Georgetown University in Washington, 
D.C. (USA) since 1961, will have responsibility for the Conference on World 
Co-operation for Economic Development, which will be ecumenically sponsored 
April 21-27, 1968, in Beirut, Lebanon (EPS No. 38, 1967). 


While members of the Exploratory Committee have held several private sessions 
in recent months, this forthcoming Conference in Beirut on world development 
will be the first World Council/Roman Catholic joint programme in the field 

of international justice and peace. It is hoped the participants will produce 
a statement of common convictions about economic development, aid, trade and 
related issues for immediate joint study as the basis:of actions that Roman 
Catholic,. Orthodox and Protestant churches should be taking. 


In addition to his theological studies, Fr. Dunne obtained a doctorate in 
political science at Chicago University in 1944, then taught at the Institute 
of Social Studies at the University of St. Louis in Missouri. He was a vig- 
orous advocate of the cause of racial justice béfore it became a popular cause. 


At Georgetown University, he organised and supervised the education of. young 
people training for the Peace Corps.. Earlier he had taught at Loyola University 
in Los Angeles and the University of Santa Clara in California. He has also 
worked in China, Ethiopia and Brazil. | EPS, Geneva 


NEW MEMBER CHURCHES RAISE 
W.A.R.C. TOTAL TO 109 


(Geneva) - Three new member churches were accepted into the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches at the beginning of 1968, bringing the total number of 
member churches to 109, They are the Christian Church of Sumba, the wea 
terian Church of Guyana, and the Evangelical Church in Morocco. 


The Christian Church of Sumba, started in Indonesia in 1881 as a mission of 
the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands, has been aPcneRcehe since 1947. 
It has 31,000 members in 45 congregations. 


The Presbyterian Church of Guyana recently became And ePep ARDS of the Church 
of Scotland. It has 3,250 communicants. 


The Evangelical Church in Morocco, organized in 1922 as the Reformed Church 
of France in Morocco, became autonomous in 1958. It is still related to the 
French Protestant Federation. It has congregations in 13 cities. ‘ana 
EPS, Geneva 
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INTERNATIONAL JURIST REPRESENTS CHURCHES 
IN SOUTH AFRICA COURTROOM 


(Geneva) - Dr. Arthur Larson, a U.S. authority on international law who has 
served as a consultant to two American Presidents, appeared as an “observer” 
in’ a Pretoria, South Africa, court where a request for leniency was presented 
this week on behalf of 33 South-West Africans convicted of terrorism. 


The South-West Africans were tried under South Africa's Terrorism Act of 1967, 
which was made retroactive to 1962. Under the act, any person can be arrested 
for causing embarrassment to the government in affairs of state. The penalty 
for conviction ranges from five years in prison to death. 


In pronouncing the men guilty on January 26, Judge Joseph F. Ludorf said he 
had decided not to impose the death penalty. Sentence is expected to be pro- 
‘nounced after arguments in mitigation are concluded. 


Dr. Larson flew to South Africa on behalf of the Lutheran World Federation 
(LWF) and the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA). 
The latter is an agency of the World Council of Churches but also represents 
the Lutheran Federation in legal and political matters. 


Dr. Larson, a Lutheran layman, 'is professor of law and director:of the Rule 
of Law Research Centre at Duke University in Durham, North Carolina. He has 
served as a consultant to President Johnson on'‘international affairs and was 
a special assistant to President Dwight D. Eisenhower from 1957-58. 


Arrested before the Terrorism Act became law, the South-West Africans were 

held in solitary confinement for at least 200 days and then formally charged 
the day after the act was passed. The main charge was that they had plotted 
‘terrorism with the South-West African People's Organisation between June 1962 


and May 1966. 


All but one of the men belong to the Evangelical Lutheran Ovambokavango 
Church or the Evangelical Lutheran Church in South-West Africa, both bodies 


of LWF. 


The United Nations General Assembly recently passed, by a ahs of 110 to 2, 
a resolution terming the trial of the South-West Africans a “flagrant viola~ 
tion of their rights" and of the UN resolution passed on October 29, 1966 
which had declared South Africa's mandate over South-West Africa at an end 


(EPS No. 3). 


In December the CCIA director, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, expressed concern over 
the trial to the Hon. Mattys I. Botha, Permanent Representative to the UN 

for South Africa (EPS No. 43, 1967). Dr. Nolde objected that "retroactive 
application of a law is contrary to canons of justice generally accepted in 


civilized countries". 


In addition, he maintained that "even if the mandate were still in existence, 
the prisoners should not be taken out of their territory but should be tried 
within South-West Africa itself". A copy of the Nolde letter was sent to 
the Secretary General of the UN. 


(more) 
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Professor Larson is chairman of the American Bar Assogiation's Committee on 
Progressive Development of International Law and is the author of many books 
on this subject. He is also a Vice President of the National Council of 
Churches (USA). During the Eisenhower Administration he was Under-Secretary 
of Labour and director of the U.S. Information Agency. EPS, Geneva 


RHODESIA'S APARTHEID HELD 
TOUGHER THAN SOUTH AFRICA'S 


(New York) - Bishop K.J.F. Skelton of the Diocese of Matabeleland, Rhodesia 
and Botswana said here that administration of apartheid is stricter in some 
parts of Rhodesia than in South Africa. 


The Smith~controlled Rhodesian Front Party is stamping out what had been a 
trend towards more equality among whites and Africans, he stated. 


As specific examples, he cited the following: 


- Coloured (mixed blood) Rhodesians can now be evicted from their homes 
in integrated communities and moved to segregated areas if 50% of 
their neighbours request” po 


- Africans can be forbidden to enter certain parks which have been desig- 
nated for whites only. 


- Segregated school sports have been introduced by the government, after 
having been multi-racial for a decade. An integrated school sports 
event can take place only if requested by parents' associations and 
separate locker and shower facilities are provided. 


Bishop Skelton urged Americans to maintain an interest in, and relationship 
with, churches there so that Rhodesia would not be entirely cut off from the 
outside. He particularly encouraged “companion diocese" relationships, noting 
that half of his diocese is "related" to the Episcopal Diocese of California 
and the other half to the Diocese of San Joaquin, California. EPS, Geneva 


MANDATORY PAYMENT FOR SPECIAL 
RITES ABOLISHED IN GREECE 


(Athens) - Archbishop Hieronymos of Athens and All Greece has abolished manda~ 
tory payments to Greek Orthodox priests for officiating at weddings, deter Be 
baptisms and other church services. 


The Greek Orthodox Primate declared in an encyclical addressed to the clergy 
that in future “it is up to Christians to give any amount they consider proper 
for the celebration of a holy sacrament". These funds “will be distributed 
between the Church and its personnel". € | 


Archbishop Hieronymos also declared that with few exceptions Orthodox faithful 
may not ask for church rites to be held outside their own parishes. A priest 
who agrees to perform a church rite outside his parish may lose his post, 
according to the encyclical. EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA ACTS ON 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM, MARRIAGE, LALTY 


(Coimbatore, South India) - While sharing the concern of the Orissa Govern- 
ment that conversion by use of force or inducements should be prohibited, the 
Church of South India has attacked the assumption that conversion invariably 
involves undermining another faith. 


This assumption was termed "false" by delegates attending the eleventh session 
of the Church of South India Synod held here January 12-16. The 290 delegates 
said the so-called Freedom of Religion Bill passed by the Orissa State Legis~ 
lature in December "will lead to serious interference with freedom of religion 
and freedom of conscience. 


"The bill ignores the right of every citizen freely to hold any views. and 
convictions, religious or otherwise", the delegates maintained. 


The ambiguity of the word "inducements" in the legislation will provide an 
occasion for the dominant majority in the state unnécessarily to harass the 
small minorities and to prevent them from exercising their freedom to propa- 
gate their faith and serve their fellow men in need, it was stated. 


In another action the synod affirmed the conviction that a Christian should 
marry only a fellow Christian. But it rejected a recommendation by the 
Marriage Questions Committee that "marriage with a non-Christian is not 
according to God's will for the Church". 


It was recommended that where the Christian partner in a mixed marriage with 

a non-Christian gives satisfactory assurance of his or her intentions to 
fulfil the duties of church membership and bring up the children as Christians, 
and the non-Christian partner assents, the bishop may restore the Christian 
partner to full: privileges of the church. 


It was also recommended that Christians should identify with non-Christians 
in the observance of national and regional festivals and that the Church 
should not unnecessarily divide the community in the observance of customs. 


The synod agreed to an amendment to the CSI Constitution, which had been 
proposed by the executive, stating clearly and emphatically the responsibility 
of the laity both in the ordering of the Church's life and in the fulfilment 
of its mission in the world. While this emphasis on the ministry of the laity 
has been stressed in recent plans of churth union, the CSI Constitution was 
drawn up before the rediscovery of the laity in ecumenical circles. 


For the first time since the CSI was formed, the synod made the position of 
general secretary of the church a full-time salaried position. The post is 


filled by Mr. S. Kanakaraj Elias. 


Other officers elected for the biennium are as follows: Moderator ~ Most Rev. 
P. Solomon, Bishop in Dornakal; Deputy Moderator - the Rt. Rev. J.E. Lesslie 
Newbigin, Bishop in Madras; Treasurer - Mr. D.R. Vedamuthu. 

EPS, Geneva 
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W.C.C. DOOR IS OPEN TO ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
BUT TIME IS NOT RIPE, EXPERTS AGREE 


(Paris) - "In principle, the World Council of Churches is open to all churches 
that confess Jesus Christ, including the Roman Catholic Church", said Dr. Lukas 
Vischer, director of the WCC's Faith and Order Secretariat. . But he added that 
the Council is also a fellowship of churches which have already achieved a 
certain reality and have developed certain forms. 


"If the Roman Catholic Church were introduced too quickly into the WCC", 

said Dr. Vischer, "it would bring with it a world-wide structure that no other 
member church possesses, and would impose a crushing weight on many other 
churches that have been enabled by the WCC to enter into dialogue with one 
another", 


"We must not set up a new WCC and so lose what has already been achieved", 
he concluded. 


Dr. Vischer was one of three ecumenical leaders introduced by Msgr. Pezeril, 
Auxiliary Bishop of Paris, at a meeting in the Palais de la Mutualite on the 
eve of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 


The Most Rev. J.G.M. Willebrands of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian 
Unity said, “One must ask oneself whether Roman Catholic membership in the 
WCC at the present time would really promote Christian unity and Christian 
witness in the world". 


Both he and Dr. Vischer agreed that the work already undertaken jointly. by 
the two bodies is far more important than one would be led to think. from the 
small number of Catholic observers attending WCC meetings. 


The Joint WCC/RCC Working Group set up in 1965 has discerned common theological 
problems and has entrusted the study of them to experts. Groups have been at 
work on the questions of catholicity and apostolicity, and the relation between 
witness and proselytism. | 


In addition, collaboration between Rome and Geneva is becoming increasingly 
close in the fields of relief and portal work, the problem of peace, and 
economic development. 


Both Dr. Vischer and Msgr: Willebrands agreed that the WCC door is not closed, 
but the question of Roman Catholic membership must be given.a bit.more time ~ 
to mature. 


Within the WCC itself another basic dialogue is in progress. between Pro-. 
testantism and Orthodoxy, Dr. Vischer explained. 


"Sometimes I have the impression that the differences between the Eastern 
and Western traditions are more important than those separating Catholicism 
from the Reformation. The West shares a common history. But the dialogue 
between Protestantism and Orthodoxy has hardly begun". 


The third speaker, Metropolitan Emilianos Timiadis, representative in Geneva 
of the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, noted that the autocephalous 
Orthodox churches are serving their apprenticeship in the WCC. "They have 
to use Western terminology and adapt themselves to Western thought patterns", 


(more) 
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he explained. On the theological level the West tries to define everything; 
the East, on the other hand, has for centuries avoided defining "what on 
felt to be indefinable. For this reason it is often difficult for us to 
enter into Prebsems that caused, the division between Catholicism and the 
Reformation". EPS, Geheva 


INNER-CITY PROJECTS AIDED 
BY THREE U.S. CHURCHES 


(New York) - Three U.S. denominations have recently approved the expenditure 
of significant sums of money for specific projects in urban areas. 


The National Division of the Methodist Board of Missions voted two ‘building 
loans as part of its $100,000 programme to aid urban areas. 


The Soul Saving Station Christ Crusaders of America will receive $20,000 to 
renovate a five-storey warehouse in Harlem so that it can be used for worship 
and other church activities, including a programme for rehabilitating narcotic 
addicts. The First Church of God in Christ will receive $35,000 to build 

a “halfway house" for alcoholics in Brooklyn. 


These loans were approved after a group of pastors, representing 25 ghetto 
area churches in New York City had pointed out the difficulty they have in 
obtaining commercial loans at reasonable rates of interest. Lacking mort- 
gageable property, these churches often must pay as much as 33 1/3 per cent 
interest on loans for building, repairs or renovation. The Methodist funds 
will be lent at 6 per cent interest. 


In Indianapolis, Indiana, the United Christian Missionary Society, an agency 
of the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ), was authorized to sponsor 
federally financed low-rent housing in New York City. The housing will serve 
all people, especially Negroes and Puerto Ricans. It will be built in co- 
operation with local congregations of Christian churches. 


The African Methodist Hedda Church has secured a Federal Housing Admini- 
stration mortgage to build 265 apartments in Memphis , Tennessee. 


The Federal Government has guaranteed $2,988,700 of a $3 million loan/made 
to the church by seven Memphis banks. Applications are pending for similar 
projects in Birmingham, Louisville and New Orleans. 


In Memphis the AME Church will develop a social centre adjacent to the 
project providing services for children and mothers, as well as a job place- 
ment and training centre. ' EPS, Geneva 


35 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECTS APPROVED BY L.W.F. 


(Geneva) - Thirty-five community development projects in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America totalling $1,818,140, were endorsed here by the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion's Community Development Liaison and Validation Service (CDS). Of these 
seven were for medical facilities and services, five agricultural projects, 

13 educational and 10 for social services and a variety of self-help programmes. 
Thirteen were in Africa, 13 in Latin America and nine in Asia. EPS, Geneva 
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DR. RAMSEY DEFENDS ORGANIC UNION AS 
GOAL OF ANGLICAN/METHODIST TALKS 


(London) = The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, dismissed as 
unsatisfactory any relation short of complete organic union between the © 
Church of England and’ the Methodist Church. 


Speaking at the Hinde Street Methodist Church during the Week of Prayer 

for Christian Unity, the Archbishop referred pointedly to the report of 

the Lambeth Conference of 1958 “presided over by Lord Fisher of Lambeth" as > 
setting out clearly the goal of organic unity. 


(Lord Fisher has recently expressed doubts about proceeding with union 
negotiations as currently proposed.) | 


Dr. Ramsey oper sdeaeet Resolution 30 passed by the Lambeth Conference of 
1958 referred to the Anglican-Methodist discussions, in England and commended 
the first stage of what had been proposed “on the understanding that organic 
union is definitely accepted as the final goal". It is clear, said Dr. 
Ramsey, that the phrase “organic union" in that resolution meant the bringing 
of those concerned into one single church structure. 


Four reasons were given by Dr. Ramsey as to ats we are not content with 
separate churches in communion with one another" 


"We believe in the unity we already share in virtue of our common baptism 
and our common allegiance to Christ as Lord", he said. "The baptized 
Christians in any locality should on New Testament principles be one in 
organised fellowship as well as in belief and sacrament." 


"Second, there is in this country an urgent Prati CaL need to recover the 
New Testament principle of the one ecclesia of ‘all in one place'. Patterns 
of life are changing rapidly with the new housing estates and new industrial 
areas, with new fields for a missionary Church. It cannot be right to bring 
into new areas of population a Christian mission divided into denominational 
structures often competing in their activities. 


“The missionary situation makes Christian conscience cry, out against this", » 
he stated. 


Theologically it is unsound to create in the same locality parallel denomina- 
tional episcopates, he noted. 


Finally, while Methodists and other Free Churchmen are not willing to accept 
the episcopate as a condition for freedom of communion, they have, according 
to the Archbishop, “shewn their readiness to consider taking the episcopate © 
as part of the structure of common church life if there can come about a ~ 
united church in which treasures given to all of us by God in our several 
histories can be shared togéther". EPS, Geneva 
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THREE DENOMINATIONS CONSIDER COMMON 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION EFFORT 


(Cleveland, Ohio) - Three Protestant communions in the U.S. have agreed to 
begin planning for common Christian education programmes that could go 
into effect in the mid-1970's. 


The United Church of Christ, the United Presbyterian Church and the Epis— 
copal Church have appointed an exploration team of six members, which is 
scheduled to report back by next December. They will seek to determine 
major issues and questions the churches must face in this area. Then the 
sponsoring agencies will decide jointly on next steps for research, ex~ 
perimentation and programme. development. 


"The team will be trying to find out the likely setting of Christian educa- 
tion in the late 1970's and also the forms that church education will take 
then", Dr. William A. Morrison said. They will confer with experts on 
general education and with local and regional church leaders in areas where 


ecumenical planning is currently going on. 


The United Church of Christ and the United Presbyterian Church are already 
producing adult education resources jointly. These will go into use next 


fall, and preschool materials will be ready in 1969. 
EPS, Geneva 


BAPTIST REPORT BACKS 
WOMEN IN THE MINISTRY 


(London) - There are no grounds "for debarring women duly qualified from any 
of the special forms of ministry", according to a report by the Baptist Union 


of Great Britain and Ireland. 


The report, "Women in the Service of the Denomination", was first presented 
to the Baptist Union's Council here in 1966. It has now been revised in 
the light of council discussion and is recommended to Baptist churches "for 


careful study". 
It made these specific recommendations: 


- The theological basis of our faith does not warrant distinction 
between the sexes in the ministry of the church. 


- Though there are two main avenues of service open to women, the 
present Deaconess Qrder would remain in being. 


Appealing to churches to encourage the service of women in every way, the. 
committee said it cannot accept the view held by some Baptists that those 
Pauline injunctions which appear to limit or prevent women from sharing the 


leadership of the church are binding. 


The biblical teaching that "there can be no male and female: for ye all are 


one man in Jesus Christ" was deemed "more fundamental". 
EPS, Geneva 
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SPANISH BISHOPS REPEAT TRADITIONAL 
POSITION ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


(Madrid) - The declaration of the Spanish Roman Catholic Hierarchy on "the 
responsibility of all Catholics toward religious liberty" has greatly dis- 
appointed Protestants and many Roman Catholics in Spain, according to the © 
Madrid correspondent of the Paris daily Le Monde. — 


The hierarchy added nothing new to its traditional position, the French ~ 
journalist wrote. It supports religious "liberty" on condition that the 

Roman Catholic Church will not be deprived of any of the privileges: it now 
enjoys. 


The bishops assert "the reality of religious unity in Spain" is at once 

"a gift and an obligation". Further, "a special recognition of the © 
Catholic Church" by the state corresponds to the "historical and sociological 
reality". In effect, this is an effort to justify the identification of be 
state with a particular religious confession. 


The document does not mention whether the law on religious liberty passed 
by the Cortes last July is in accord with the documents of the Second Vatican 
Council. 


Pastor Jose Cardona Gregori, secretary of the Spanish Evangelical Defence 
Commission, told Le Monde's correspondent: "We want Spanish legislation to 
grant us the same religious liberty as that which is described in the ‘state- 
ments of the Second Vatican Council. Unfortunately, the men who drew up the 


recent statement have not faced this problem at all". 
' EPS, Geneva 


COURT RULES CONGREGATION MAY RETAIN 
PROPERTY ON LEAVING DENOMINATION 


(Atlanta, Georgia) - The Georgia Supreme Court ruled unanimously here that 
two Presbyterian (U.S.) churches in Savannah have the right to withdraw from 
the denomination and retain their property. 


The Hull Presbyterian and the Eastern Heights churches withdrew in April, 19466, 
after the Church's General Assembly made statements concerning the Vietnam war, 
ordination of women, and allegedly endorsed civil disobedience. 


Frank Cheatham of Savannah, attorney for the Presbyterian Church, U.S., said 
he will ask for a rabinrian before the high court of Georgia; if that fails, 
an appeal will be made to the U.S. Supreme Court. 


The Georgia case was argued on this point: whether the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., had made substantial departures from its original tenets of faith and 
practice, as the Savannah churches charged. 


Justice Benning Grice held that the General Assembly actions amounted to a 
substantial abandonment of the original tenets of faith and’ practice, and that 
the deonomination had ventured "into civil affairs" and "diplomatic and 
military matters ‘beyond the Church's function". 


A federal court in New Orleans recently ruled against a Methodist congregation 


in Mobile, Ala, which attempted to keep its property on withdrawing from the 
Methodist Church. EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIAN FAITH CAN BRIDGE MAN'S DIVISIONS, 
WCC LEADER TELLS E.A.C.C. ASSEMBLY 


(Bangkok) - The common faith of Christians around the world offers one 
possibility for transcending the things that "threaten to divide and destroy 
mankind", Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, told 300 churchmen 
attending the Fourth Assembly of the East Asia Christian Conference. 


Representatives of Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox churches in 16 East 
Asian nations are gathered'at the Red Cross Centre near here for the first 
meeting of the regional ecumenical organisation since 1964. “The Assembly, 
which opened January 30, will continue in. session until February 8. 


Dr. Blake spoke of four forces "which do not show much diminution of influence 
despite the obvious need for one world community". These are "the ideological 
cleavage between communist and non-communist", the strength of ancient 

cultures, the economic disparity between the developed nations and those still 
developing, and the growing ethnic, racial and colour separatism in the world. 


In the face of these “hard facts of human existence", Dr. Blake said the 

need for regional church councils of strength. and insight was particularly 
apparent, "not as an embellishment to the World Council of Churches but in 
order that together these councils can serve the one ecumenical movement". 


By common faith, Dr. Blake said he meant the belief that 'God does not belong 
to any of us;. we all belong to Him..,.He is greater than our understanding 


of Him." 


Another major address at the EACC Assembly is being given by Dr. D.T. Niles, 
general secretary of the regional body. 


Delegates attending the Assembly represent churches: in East and West Pakistan, 
India, Ceylon, Burma, Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore, Indonesia, Hong Kong, 
Japan, the Philippines, Okinawa, South Korea, Australia and New Zealand. 


Four Roman Catholic participants, officially appointed by the Vatican Secre~ 
tariat for Christian Unity and the Asian Bishops' Ecumenical Commissions, 
are: Fathers Gilbert Griffon from Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia; J.W. Roetenberg 
from Djakarta, Indonesia; Francis Uyttendaele of the Oriens Institute for 
Religious Research in Tokyo; and Thomas Stransky of the Vatican Secretariat 


staff. 
EPS, Geneva 


WITNESSES, DEPORTED TO ZAMBIA, 

ARE SENT BACK TO MALAWI 

(Lusaka, Zambia) —- Fifty-four Jehovah's Witnesses who had tried to settle here 
after their sect was banned in Malawi have been declared undesirable residents 
in Zambia and ordered back to Malawi. 


Recently the Zambian government had deported 36 Witnesses, including eight 
Britons, two Americans and a eae because they had “engaged in activities 


detrimental to the public interest" 


Spokesmen for the Witnesses claimed that more than 3,000 of their children 


had been suspended from Zambian government schools until further notice. 
EPS, Geneva 
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OBSERVERS FOR U.N. TRADE CONFERENCE NAMED 


(Geneva) - The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs has re- 
cruited a delegation to act as observers ’on behalf of the WCC during the 
second United Nations Conference on Trade and Development. The Conference 
opens in New Delhi February 1. 


The delegation is as follows: 


- Dr. Madeleine Barot, WCC secretary for development education; 

~ Dr. A.P. Barnabas, Indian School of Public Administration; 

- Mr. T. Christoffersen,; representative of the WCC Youth Department; 

- Pastor Yngve Frykolm, executive director of Action for Food Pro- 
duction (AFPRO) in India; 

Dr. Klaus Lefringhausen, Institute of Social Science, Evangelical 
Church in Rhineland; 

- Mr. S.L. Parmar, lecturer at Allahabad University; 

- Mr. A.L. Rallia Ram, vice president of the Christian Union of India. 


Pastor Frykolm will serve as co-ordinator. 


Arrangements have been made for close liaison with the Roman Catholic observers 
who will be attending. 


Since the World Conference on Church and Society, the WCC"s interest in the 
problems of developing nations has increased. A number of WCC departments are 
concerned lest the high hopes that the developing nations have for the UNCTAD 
Conference may be disappointed by the reluctance of many developed countries 
to undertake responsibility for global development. In view of this concern, 
the delegation was sent to New Delhi. 

EPS, Geneva 


COLOMBIAN OFFICIAL DELAYS VISAS 
FOR PROTESTANTS SEEKING ENTRY 


(Bogota) - More than a dozen Protestant pastors and church workers have been 
waiting for over a month to obtain visas to enter Colombia. But their 
requests have been blocked by Dr. Gonzalo Clopatofsky, chief of the visa 
division of the Ministry of Foreign Relations. 


Dr. Clopatofsky has told several persons that Colombia wants to maintain its 
religious and linguistic unity. Therefore, it is "restudying its policy on 
admitting Protestants. We do not want people to come and sell Bibles in 

the market place. for 50 centavos and deceive the poor”, he stated. 


Dr. Ramiro Andrade, president of the House of Representatives, sent a protest 
to the Minister of Foreign Relations whith read: "This attitude contradicts 
basic norms of religious liberty. It creates a deformed image of government 
policy". Two government officials, Dr. German Zea-Hernandez and Col. Jaime 
Cueller, have indicated that Dr. Clopatofsky' s views do not represent govern- 
ment policy. 


It is reported that ecumenically minded Roman Catholics have also experienced 
similar difficulties. 


EPS, Geneva 
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E.A.C.C. ASSEMBLY OPENS 
IN THAILAND 


(Bangkok) - The population explosion, the minority status of most Christian 
communities, new difficulties for evangelism, and governmental restrictions 
make it necessary for Asian churches to act with "a sense of urgency without 
panic". This statement by the Rev. Philip Potter, director of the WCC's 
Division of World Mission and Evangelism, was addressed to delegates gathered 
for the Fourth Assembly of the East Asia Christian Conference (EACC). Scene 
of the Assembly is the Red Cross Centre outside Bangkok. 


Asian churches must become more aware of the rapidly changing scene in their 
countries, Mr. Potter said. At the same time he asked how realistic it 
was to expect support from outside the area to continue indefinitely. 


In a keynote address to the more than 300 participants attending the Assembly, 
Dr. D.G. Moses of Nagpur, India saw signs of hope in a disordered world. 

Dr. Moses was principal of Hislop College for 26 years before his retirement 
in 1967. 


‘"The world today is indeed wild with the delirium of hatred", he said. "The 
many conflicts that rage are cruel and unceasing in anguish...But this is not 
the whole story. The eye of faith can discern in the midst of this darkness 
rays of light, or greater and greater efforts at unity, peace and joy." 


He cited the existence of the EACC, representing churches in 16 countries, 
as “evidence of the mighty working of the Holy Spirit of God to unite all 
things in Jesus Christ". 


Introducing a discussion on inter-church aid for mission and service, the 
Rev. Alan Brash of New Zealand challenged the delegates to "stop living at 
a false level". 


"We are through with polishing fine statements", he said. "Our task now is 
to implement these, to face the practical questions of Christian obedience 
as they affect the structures and relationships of our churches." 


Referring specifically to church institutions, he asked delegates to consider 
whether many church schools, hospitals and other institutions were either re- 
dundant or too numerous or expensive, and therefore had no place in the 
current mission of the Church. 


U Kyaw Than, associate general secretary of the EACC, introduced the work 

of the section on Christian presence in a divided world by saying: "Christ- 
ians might feel impelled to take their task more seriously if they talked 
more of ‘the Christian absence’. 


"Throughout Asia historic movements are making and breaking societies", he 
said. "To talk off the Christian presence in many of these is to be blind 
to the vast areas of Christian absence.’ 


Mr. C.I. Itty, associate secretary of the WCC Department of the Laity, urged 
the Assembly to discover in detail the churches’ role in economic develop- 
ment. . 

(more) 
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In its first business session, the Assembly received into membership four 
churches with a membership of more than 330,000. This brought ‘to 91 the 
number of churches in the EACC. 


The new members are the Huria Kristen of Indonesia (250,000 members) , the 
Karo Batak Protestant Church of Indonesia (65,000), the Japanese Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (15,000) and the Methodist Church of Hong Kong (2,000). 


The Fourth Assembly is being attended by delegates from Anglican, -Protestant 
and Orthodox churches: It closes February 8. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES NEED 'FRONTIERS-MEN', 
ASIAN LEADER TELLS ASSEMBLY 


(Bangkok) - The search for church union is only half of the ecumenical 
adventure, Dr. D.T. Niles, retiring general secretary of the EACC, told the 
Assembly. 


"The other half of the adventure is the search for forms of belonging together 
which will provide for human living the discipline of the particular, 

whether it be a particular articulation of the faith, or a particular commit- 
ment to a task, or a particular expression of the fellowship." 


In delivering a major report on the history of the EACC, Dr. Niles said an 
organisation like the EACC could be an instrument of the churches for doing 
things together and for helping one another. 


"But co-operation is not the same as life together. Life together demands 
that the churches in East Asia accept the fact that they belong to one 
another and are willing, increasingly, to live a shared life", he said. 


Commenting on the crisis of faith in many churches today, the Asian leader 
Said this situation "demands a strategy which recognises that in the future 
what will probably serve will be a Church 'in each place’, so united that 
the questions between the Church and the world take priority over the argu- 
ments between denominations. 


"In the encounter between Church and world, people will coalesce around 
various forms of common commitment, either of belief or action. The Church's 
concern will be how to keep these groups creatively related to one another 


and to the Church itself." 


The problem of unity was how to make the one Church more visible. The problem 
of plurality was how to find expression for the many ways in which faith 

and doubt related themselves to each other. The forms of plurality of other 
days - different types of theology, of Christian vocation, of confessions 

and denominations - were no longer sufficient. 


Describing the task of the EACC as "the creation of groups of people who share 
common ideas and a common vision which-.influence the work they do in their 


own churches and countries", Dr. Niles added: 


"The churches as institutions are geared more to conserving the gains of the 
past than attempting the tasks of the future. 


(more) 
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"Yet the churches need frontiers-men who are willing to venture into un- 
chartered territory, whether of thought or action organisation, and to 
risk the mistakes that that kind of adventure demands. 


"To give to these frontiers-men a.sense of solidarity, encouragement and 
sharpened insight is a prime.concern for such an organisation as the EACC", 
he concluded. EPS, Geneva 


TWO LAYMEN ELECTED 
TO E.A.C.C. LEADERSHIP 


(Bangkok) - Two Asian Christian laymen have been elected to leading executive 
positions in the East Asia Christian Conference (EACC). 


U Kyaw Than, a Burmese Baptist, has been named general secretary (the chief: 

executive officer), and Mr. Mathew Ogawa, a Japanese United Church member, 

is the new associate general secretary, a position previously held by U Kyaw 
Than. Dr. D.T. Niles, Methodist of Ceylon, had been general secretary since 
the EACC's formation. 


U Kyaw Than was largely responsible for planning the founding meeting of 
the EACC at Prapat, Indonesia in 1957. He was then East Asia secretary for 
both the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council. 


Holder of a Master's degree in history from the University of Rangoon, he 
previously had been South-east Asia secretary of the World Student Christian 
Federation and from 1953 to 1956 was its associate general secretary. Upon 
formation of the EACC he became administrativé secretary and since 1959 had 
been associate general secretary. 


Mr. Ogawa is a specialist in mass communications. Since 1949 he has been 
executive director of the Audio-Visual Activities Commission of the National 
Christian Council of Japan. At the same time he has served as secretary of 
the EACC Broadcasting and Audio-Visual Communications organisation. He has 

a Bachelor's Degree from Kobe University in Japan and studied at Temple, 
Northwestern and New York Universities in the U.S.A. He has twice represent- 
ed Japan at UNESCO communications seminars, and was on the Advisory Group 

on Communications for the United’ Presbyterian Church (USA). 


The Assembly also appointed Jose Estoye (Philippines) administrative secretary; 
the Rev. Harvey L. Perkins (Australia) secretary fot inter-church aid for 
mission and service; the Rev. John Collins (Hong Kong) secretary for laymen 
abroad; Kenneth M. de Lanerolle (Ceylon) director of Asian Christian Service 
in Vietnam; the Rev. R. O'Grady (New Zealand) and the Rev. J.V. Samuel 

(West Pakistan) regional youth secretaries; T.K. Thomas (India) secretary 

for literature development; Dr. J. Quiambao (Philippines) secretary for co- 
operation of men and women} Dr. Emerito Nacpil (Philippines) secretary for 
life, message and unity. } 


Most of the staff appointments are part-time. 


EPS, Geneva 


Ce — 
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INDUSTRIAL MISSIONS TERMED 
NORMAL PART OF CHURCH LIFE 


(Bangkok) - Experimental Christian ministries in Asia “have proved their worth 
and can no longer be regarded as peripheral", 60 industrial and urban mission 
officials declared here. 


They cited lay training institutes, the academy movement, urban and ‘industrial 
missions, and other forms of church-world dialogue as among the present and 
emerging forms of church life. 


Their statement is contained in an open letter to the churches of East Asia 
prepared by a Consultation on Urban-Industrial Mission. The meeting was 
arranged by the Rev. H.F,J. Daniel, Bangalore, India, EACC secretary for 
Christian witness in industry. It brought together laymen and ministers 
representing churches in a dozen East Asian countries. 


"The technical revolution of our time has reached the stage where no part 
of human society, rural or urban, is left untouched", the statement says. 
"Man everywhere is learning to adapt to new patterns of life and work. In 
this atmosphere a static church is meaningless. 


"Christians must be present and active where men cope with ambiguities and 
try to clarify their goals", the letter says. "God in Christ is still active, 
not only in the church, but in all the complexity of our time, inviting men 
to new levels of human dignity in their life together. 


"Tt is in the choices men make that human dignity is either fulfilled or 
destroyed.". A sensitive Christian presence "will require that we cuitivate 
the ability to see; probe and’ act at the point where tensions are laid bare. 


It is in the creative sharing of such tensions that solutions are found". 
EPS, Geneva 


GREATER EMPHASIS ON MARRIAGE 
COUNSELLING URGED BY ASIANS 


(Bangkok) - A month-long Institute on Marriage and Family Life, including 
intensive preparation in marriage counselling, is planned for Bangkok in 
July. Christian church leaders, Moslems and’ Buddhists will be invited to 


attend. 


The institute is an outgrowth of a consultation on the Christian family in 
a broken world which preceded the Fourth Assembly of the East Asia Christian 


Conference here. 


Another recommendation asked the EACC to hold a major regional consultation 
on sexual ethics sometime in 1970. It would be attended by representatives 
of all the Protestant, Orthodox and Anglican churches in the area. 


Attending the recent consultation were church members from Japan, Pakistan, 
Thailand, Indonesia, Ceylon, India, Hong Kong, New Zealand and Australia. 


EPS, Geneva 
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PRESBYTERIAN WORLD BODY ASKS 
PRAYER FOR PEACE IN NIGERIA 


(Geneva) - A call to prayer for peace between Biafra and the Federal Govern- 
ment of Nigeria was issued here by Dr. Wilhelm Niesel, president, and Dr. . 
Marcel Pradervand, general secretary of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


The call was addressed to, the 55 million members of the 109 Reformed and 
Presbyterian member churches of the WARC, in 69 countries. It said: 


"In the course of the last few months, the people of one of our member churches, 
the Presbyterian Church of Biafra (formerly Presbyterian Church of Nigeria 

with one congregation in Lagos, Nigeria), suffered grievous loss of life 

and widespread destruction in the tragic conflict between Nigeria and Biafra 
(Eastern Region of Nigeria). Eyewitness reports point to the continuing loss 
of life through military action and bombing of towns and villages. 


"In such a situation, we feel that our member churches will wish to intercede 
in prayer for their brethren in Christ in the whole of Nigeria. 


"At the same time, we cannot forget that war is raging in other parts of 

the world. The responsibility is on all of us to pray and work without 

ceasing for a peace which will guarantee to every nation its right to live." 
EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP ORDAINS 
ANGLICAN PRIEST CONDITIONALLY 


(London) - A former priest of the Anglican communion has been-ordained as a 
Roman Catholic priest without having to. renounce his Anglican orders. 


The ceremony took place in Germany on January 24 when the Catholic Bishop of 
Minster, Dr. Joseph Hoffner, conditionally ordained Father John Jay Hughes _ 
in a private ceremony in his own chapel. 


Father Hughes was a priest in the Episcopal Church (USA) from 1956 until he 
became a Catholic in 1960. On that occasion, though conditionally confirmed, 
his Anglican baptism was not repeated. From 1962 to 1965 he taught at the 
Augustinian College at Gaesdonck bei Goch. He expects to become a parish 
priest in the Miinster diocese when he completes his doctoral dissertation, 
which is a reappraisal of Anglican orders. 


Other Anglican clergymen entering the Catholic, Church have been treated. as 
laymen and allowed to exercise their priesthood only after being re-ordained 
to all orders in a public ceremony by a Catholic bishop. This has been a 
source of bad feeling between the two churches. 


Father Hughes said he had not made any secret of his conviction that his 
previous ordination was valid. 


"I told Bishop Hoffner beforehand that the ceremony of conditional ordination 
would be for me simply a solemn form of commissioning, enabling me to exercise 
in the service of the Roman Catholic Church what I had already received at 
‘the hands of Anglican bishops." 

EPS, Geneva 
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FIVE AMERICAN MISSIONARIES 
SLAIN IN SOUTH VIETNAM 


(New York) - Five American Protestant missionaries were killed at Ban Me 
Thout, South Vietnam, during the acceleration of hostilities in late 
January. 


The Christian and Missionary Alliance, in reporting the slaying of its 
missionaries, added that their mission facilities had been “totally obli- 
terated". 


The dead were listed as: the Rev. Robert Ziemer, 49, of Toledo, Ohio; the 
Rev. C. Edward Thompson, 43, and a lle 44, of New Kensington, Pa.3; Leon 
Griswold, 66, of White Plains, N.Y. and Miss Ruth Wilting, 42, a nurse, 

of Cleveland. 


Three other American staff members were seriously wounded. They were 
Miss Carolyn Griswold, 41, daughter of Mr. Griswold; Mrs. Ziemer 41; and 
Miss Betty Olsen, 33, a nurse from Nyack, N.Y. 


Only the body of Mr. Ziemer was recovered. The rest were booby-trapped, the 
report said. 


The report to the Alliance did not indicate whether the five were killed 
by the Vietcong or had perished in a conflict between Vietcong and Allied 
Forces. 


The Christian and Missionary Alliance has for many years maintained a lepro- 
sarium on the edge of Ban Me Thout, a remote village 150 miles from Saigon.. 


Within the village it sponsors a mission station and two churches. 
EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN BROADCASTERS TO DEBATE 
CHURCH USE OF MASS MEDIA 


(London) - The second Assembly of the World Association for Christian Broad- 
casting will be held in Oslo, Norway, from June 22-27. Members from more than 
30 countries and from every continent will examine how the Church can make 
greater use of electronic communications in its world responsibilities. 


One item of business is discussion of a new constitution designed to unify 
the Co-ordinating Committee for Christian Broadcasting (CCCB) and the World 
Association for Christian Broadcasting (WACB). Priorities for future research 
and promotion will be set, as well as a new over-all strategy for the organi- 


sation. 


Dr. Klaus von Bismark, director of West German Radio (Cologne), will give the 
keynote address, speaking on "Responsibility in Broadcasting". Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, will suggest ways to integrate broad- 
casting into the life and work of the Church. In the listening and viewing 
sessions radio and television producers who work in many cultures will present 
their tapes and films. The skill of producers from far places, speaking to 
people in very different settings but using the. same media effectively, is 
expected to deepen the bond of unity among those who share this common 


responsibility. 
EPS, Geneva 
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PRESBYTERIAN MISSION BOARD DISCARDS 
GEOGRAPHICAL BASIS OF ORGANISATION 


(Nashville, Tennessee) - The Board of World Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church U.S. (Southern) has reorganised its staff into four. major divisions. 


The board was previously divided into seven departments: three handling 
work on the basis of geographical areas, and one each for student work, 
relief and interchurch aid, education, and treasury. 


The new organisational format has one division each for programme, personnel, 
interpretation and finance. 


The new arrangement gives programming and personnel concerns separate 
divisions. Previously, the secretary for 4 geographical area had both to 
organise programme and to care for the missionaries. EPS, Geneva 


EUROPE'S CHURCHES STUDY 
IMPLICATIONS OF TOURISM 


(Driebergen, Holland) - With 75% of the worlds tourists coming to Europes)» > 
the churches have become aware of the need to define the theological, social 
and psychological effects of tourism. 


"The Church as a whole is confronted with new concepts of ministry, and. new 
demands for co-operation and co-ordination in the fulfilment of mission", 
said a communiqué drawn up at the conclusion of. a consultation sponsored, by 
the Conference of European Churches. , 


Participants in the consultation included representatives of many Protestant 
and Orthodox churches, three Roman Catholic observers from the Vatican's 


Pastoral Office for Tourism, and spokesmen for the European tourist industry. 


In 1966 there were 128 million tourists travelling in other countries besides 
their own. Some 95.5 million of these entered European countries. 


The 40 conference participants saw a need for a more clearly defined under- 
standing of tourism, theologically in the issues of work and leisure, socially’ 
in the needs and behaviour of people on holiday in other countries, with 
the psychological effects of new environment and differing culture. They 
sought: to see the Church's task in terms of service and witness, as well 
as the forms and structures of the Church in the age of tourism. 

EPS, Geneva 


INTER~FAITH RETREAT 
HELD IN MEXICO 


(Guadalajara, Mexico) - Seventeen priests and ministers of the Roman Catholic, 
Presbyterian, Methodist, Episcopal, and Congregational churches met at a 
resort motel recently for a day of prayer, Bible study, and fellowship. 


The one-day retreat was planned by the minister~priest fellowship recently 
formed in Guadalajara with the encouragement of Archbishop Cardinal Garibi 
asia he Materials were used from a Spanish translation of the WCC/RGG pamphlet 
fo the Praise of His Glory" prepared for observance of the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity. EPS, Geneva 
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VATICAN OFFICIAL CALLS 
INTERCOMMUNION 'PREMATURE' 


(Berkeley, California) - It would be "premature" to "add intercommunion 
to our programme" of ecumenical activities, Father Jerome Hamer, O.P. 
associate secretary of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity, told 
an ecumenical audience here. 


He spoke at the Graduate Theological Union, an affiliation of Catholic, 
Protestant and Jewish educational institutions which grants a doctoral 
degree in religion. 


Father Hamer maintained that, for Catholics and some other churches, parti- 
cularly the Orthodox, intercommunion cannot be dissociated from church 
membership. 


"This sacrament is the centre and Sp ae OF of the whole life of the 
Church", he said. 


He praised the World Council of Churches for not exerting pressure for 
intercommunion, although a majority of its members do not object to the 
practice. 


Commenting on the possibility of intercommunion at least for "inter-church 
teams of Christians vitally committed in dialogue and in the service of the 
world", he said that Catholic theology sees. such a close bond between 
Eucharist and Church that "there is no room for intercommunion". 


"I should go so far as to say that the Church is the Eucharist extended in 
time and space, while the Eucharist is the Church condensed in a given moment 
and place", he said. "Such, in reality, are the relations between the real 
Body and the Mystical Body of Christ". 


If one local Protestant sees were to enter into communion with a 
Catholic parish,. he said, "it would by this very fact enter into communion 
with the diocese to which that parish belonged and with all dioceses of the 
Catholic Church, and by this very fact with the Bishop of Rome who is the 
bond of this unique communion. During every Mass the priest mentions the 
name of the Pope and that of the local bishop to manifest the bonds of com- 
munion which unite him to them. 


"The reverse would also be true. The Catholic parish could not limit its 
communion to the local Protestant community, but would undoubtedly have to 
extend it indirectly to all the Reformation churches with which this com- 
munity was in communion." EPS, Geneva 


TAIZE PRIOR URGES POPE 
TO RELAX EUCHARIST REQUIREMENT 


(Paris) - The suggestion that "the Pope give access to the Roman Catholic 
Eucharist to every baptized person who believes in the Real Presence and 
sincerely seeks unity" has been made by Prior Roger Schutz of the Protestant 


monastic order at Taize, France. 
(more) 
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in an article which appeared in the Paris daily Le Figaro during the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity, Prior Schutz said new decisions were needed 
to "open up the ecumenical dialogue at present bogged down in some ways". 


Noting that true dialogue’ between Christian communions requires courage 
as well as truth and charity, Schutz said the Pope has given some indica- 
tions that he possesses that kind of courage. 


"If we were soon to find ourselves much nearer to one another in the same 
faith and made wiser by our prayers, could the Pope give access to the 
Catholic Eucharist to every baptized person who believes in the Real Pres- 
cence and sincerely seeks unity?" Schutz asks. He also requests the Pope 
to initiate an examination of intercommunion with churches that are willing. 


The Taizé community is widely known for its efforts to build bridges between 


Protestant and Roman Catholic churches. 
EPS, Geneva 


AFRICAN FAMILY LIFE CONFERENCE 
MAKES RECOMMENDATIONS 


(Nairobi) - Seven recommendations have come out of the month-long seminar 
on Christian family life sponsored by the All Africa Conference of Churches 
during January. 


After studying the “rapid social and cultural changes which are affecting 
the traditional concept of marriage and family life" in Africa, delegates 
from eight nations recommended: 


- that opportunities be provided for education in sex in marriage, 
family relationships and parenthood; 


— that prospective parents be given ichemeidan for home~making3 
- that counselling be made available to couples with family problems; 


- that pastors, youth leaders and social workers receive special 
training as well as community leaders; 


- that youth centres be established to provide a healthy setting for 
friendship and education in character training and moral standards; 


- that a study be made of African culture as it affects family life. 


EPS, Geneva 


FELLOWSHIP OF LEAST COIN 
ALLOCATES GRANTS 


(Bangkok) - Projects in 34 countries will receive funds from the Fellowship 
of the Least Coin, an activity of the Asian Church Women's Conference to 
which women in other lands contribute. Some $15,000 will’ go to Asian 
projects and $32,000 to those in other countries. A project in Ghana and 
one in the South Pacific Islands were added to the list of those aided in 
previous years. 


Mrs. Rathie Selveratnam, chairman of the Asian Women's Conference, was 
elected promotional secretary for the Fellowship at a planning committee 
meeting here, EPS, Geneva 
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Special Report 


UPPSALA: NEXT STAGE ON THE ECUMENICAL ROAD 
Based on an interview given by the Rev. A.H. van den Heuvel, 
Director of the WCC Communication Department, to the Rev. Yves Poulain. 


Question: First, would you tell me briefly how you see the Uppsala Assembly 
in relation to the three previous WCC Assemblies? 


A.v.d.H.: Taking them in chronological order, I would say that the First As- 
sembly, in Amsterdam in 1948, was a great success, for the Simple reason that 
it took place. It was the launching of a first attempt to establish an ecu- 
menical council of churches. Amsterdam was a vote for churchly. ecumenism. 


The second, at Evanston in 1954, was also theologically well prepared, and 
gave new insights into the questions of the laity. In one sense Evanston was 
the Assembly of the, ‘laity. 


At New Delhi in 1961, things were more difficult. There were certain high- 
lights: the integration of the WCC and the International Missionary Council, 
the entry of a number of Orthodox churches. Many people thought the Assembly 
itself was not very exciting, except for the important declaration it adopted 
on unity. 


In’ Uppsala, no great events are to be expected —- there is only the agenda 
to be dealt with and the people who will be there to deal with it. 


Question: In your opinion, what are the main difficulties, perhaps even pit- 
falls, that will be encountered? 


A.v.d.H.: First, the comparison which will inevitably be made between Uppsala 
and Vatican II.: An unjustifiable comparison, of course, because one cannot 
validly compare an Assembly of fewer than 1,000 people meeting for seventeen 
days with a council of 3,000 bishops meeting over a period of four years. 
Furthermore - and this is even more important - Uppsala will not be the assembly 
of a church enjoying papal or conciliar authority. 


The second difficulty comes from the fact that Orthodox delegates will out- 
number any other confessional "family". Please do not interpret this as 

a matter of regret! TI am simply not sure that those of Western tradition are 
prepared for a serious discussion with their Orthodox brethren, either on theo- 
logy, or on questions of development or ethics. 


In the third place, one'must remember that because of the churchly nature of 
the WCC, most of the delegations and especially the smaller ones will represent 
the government of the churches and the most widely accepted theologians. There 
is something very positive and satisfactory in this development, for it means 
that the churches will be sending their decision-makers. But it also means 
that the administrators of the Church will be in the vast majority, and it. 

is they who will make the decisions. And thosé who are making experiments in 
theology and structures will be there only as ‘advisers, if they are there at 
all. They can participate in the section discussions but not in the making 

of decisions. Many of the official delegations have hardly any laymen, women 


or young people. (more) 
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Still another difficulty: twenty years ago, in Europe, America and the rest 
of the world, all theology seemed to converge. Today, the diversity of 
opposing theological tendencies.is frightful! In terms of dialogue at an 
assembly this presents an extraordinary problem. ‘Imagine.a confrontation 
between "death of God" theology, that of Bultmann, Barth, Catholicism in 

the process of reform, and the Greek Orthodox - I give up: I very much hope. 
that the One Church will show great diversity in its theological expressions, 
but that is quite a different thing from chaos?. 


Question: So there is a whole list of serious difficulties. Does that 
offer grounds for pessimism? 


A.v.d.H.: No, certainly not, but it seems to me important that the churches, 
and especially the laity, should not have unrealistic expectations of Uppsala. 
Ecumenical realism is what we need more than anything else. Certainly we may 
pray for the Holy Spirit, but we must also see that almost everything depends 
on the participants, on the effort and seriousness they have put into the 
preparation. If the delegates have not done their homework, the discussion 
will not go far. 


Question: Where do you place your principal hopes? 


A.v.d.H.: In people! Perhaps mostly in the youth delegates. There will be 
150 of them, with the right to speak though not to vote. However, if. their 
delegation is well-organised, they will be able to exert great influence on 
the Assembly. These young people have been chosen by the WCC Youth Department 
for their knowledge of politics, economics, etc. They constitute the dele- 
gation with most ecumenical experience. Also I have great expectations be- 
cause many delegates and advisers have acquired more ecumenical experience 
since New Delhi than ever before. Contacts with Catholics have produced. new 
visions; listening to colleagues from Asia, Aftica and Latin America has 
been very important. 


Subject-wise, my hopes are built mainly on Sections III, V, and VI...The 
development issue has top priority in our world, and I am hopeful that 
Uppsala will make an authentically Christian contribution to that. From the 
discussion on worship and the style of living, I hope for a word to Christian 
laymen which may at the same time liberate them from guilt feelings and en- 
courage them to a new discipline. 


The major hope of the whole WCC is of course that the churches will take their 
own Assembly so seriously that they not only speak together but also implement 
their findings. 


Question: And after Uppsala? 


A.v.d.H.: I would like to express my personal wish that the Fourth Assembly 
may be the last of its kind. 


Question: What do you mean? 


A.v.d.H.: I hope the churches are ready to start to think about a council of 
the whole Church. Personally, I am convinced that this can be done. The Youth 
Department is struggling with a plan for a world Christian youth conference in 
which all churches could participate; during the last World Congress for the 


(more) 
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Lay Apostolate in Rome, voices urged that the next congress by fully ecumeni- 
cal. I am not the first to express the hope that the churches as such will 
consider whether the time has not come for an ecumenical council in which 

the World Council constituency, the Roman Catholic Church and the conservative 
evangelical churches that are open to dialogue come together for worship, study 
and discussion. Such a council would give evidence of the measure of unitv 

we already have. : 


Question: Will there be Roman Catholics at Uppsala? 


A.v.d.H.: Yes, there will be 15 delegated observers from the Roman Catholic 
Church, and in other categories of participants, such as the youth delegation, 
more will be present. 


I am sure this Assembly will speak about relations with the Catholic Church. 

It will probably evaluate positively the work of the mixed committee of the 
WCC and the Vatican. I hope it finds words to say clearly that the existence 
of the WCC presents an open invitation to the Roman Catholic Church to join it, 
while indicating that membership in a council of churches is a far-reaching 
decision. The mixed committee has said that it is not opportune to discuss 
membership at this stage. Many people in our churches. feel this discussion 

is overdue, and that membership is not only possible but desirable. It is 
disappointing that so little discussion goes on about the immense difficulties 
in relation to this issue. Either a negative or a positive decision on member- 
ship can be taken only after all the wisdom of the church has been tapped. 


ek. * 


(The above interview, in slightly different form, was printed in "La Bonne 


Nouvelle", regional French Protestant newspaper.) 
EPS, Geneva 


“IN BRIEF 


Christian Aid, the relief arm of the British Council of Churches, is spending 
up to £10,000 ($24,000) in grants to Biafran students in Britain whose living 
allowances from ‘home have been cut off by civil war in Nigeria. Of the esti- 
mated 3,000 such students in Europe, a majority are thought to be in Britain. 
In most cases their fees at universities and technical colleges have’ already 
been paid, but their maintenance allowances have ceased. Priority is given 
to doctors and technicians nearing the end of their training. 


seen. ae 


East German authorities have refused permission for the Evangelical Union Church 
in East Germany to hold its synod in East Berlin. Instead the 59-member body 
will convene in Potsdam, East Germany, February 9-15. The synod of the West 
German Evangelical Union Church will be meeting simultaneously in West Berlin. 


A similar measure was taken last year. 


rt oe 


Prime Minister Indira Gandhi of India, in a letter to Stephen Mathai, director 
of the National Christian Council's Relief Committee, thanked it for its work 


in areas hit by drought and famine. 
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IN BRIEF CONTINUED 


The number of men taking orders in the Church of England sank to 496 last, 
year, the lowest figure in 10 years. Of these, 110 were over 40 years of 
age. 
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PHOTO OITKOUMENE 


(185) Recent publications of the World Council of Churches are (left to right) 
"New Directions in Faith and Order" including minutes and reports from 1967 . 
meeting of Faith and Order Commission at Bristol; "Risk", a joint publication © 
of the Youth Departments of the WCC and the World Council of Christian Educa- 
tion; and three preparatory volumes for the Fourth Assembly at Uppsala - 
"Drafts for Sections", "New Delhi to Uppsala", and the "Work Book". 


(186) "A New Heart and a New Spirit" is the theme of this year's Pentecost 
observance. The annual message from the six WCC Presidents appears on an 
attractive printed bulletin in which churches may include their order of 
service for Sunday, June 2.. These covers are available in quantity from the 
WCC's New York office, 475 Riverside Drive, New York 10027, USA. 


(187) During a recent visit to Finland, General Secretary Eugene Carson Blake 
met Dr. Urho Kekkonen, President of Finland. - In the country to attend’ the © 
50th anniversary of the Finnish Pastors Association, he also conferred with — 
Lutheran Archbishop Martti Simojoki and Archbishop Paavali’ of the Orthodox 
Church. 


A new film on India being prepared by the WCC'’s Film Section will feature — 
church efforts to increase food production through drilling new wells = 
deepening old ones in areas subject to drought (188-189). 


Back page: These kdudeete of Near East refugees (190-195) were made recently 
by London photographer Margaret Murray. (190) Thousands of refugees have. 
poured into Jordan's capital, Amman, where they live crowded in with friends , 
and relatives. The Near East Council of Churches, with the co-operation of) 
the government, is constructing a number of simple dwellings for the homeless. 


During the June fighting many Arab mothers fled to hillside caves with their 
children to escape bursting artillery shells. Some of these survivors are 
still being cared for at the Near East Council of Churches' Family Centre 
in the village of Qubeibeh, which lies on the old biblical road to Emmaus. 
(191) Mothers bring their. young children and babies here daily for supple- 
mentary feeding. (192) Lightweight tents pressed into service at refugee 
camps in Jordan Valley immediately after’ the war are being replaced by heavy- 
duty tents from Pakistan, purchased from funds donated by WCC member churches 
to the $2,000,000 appeal for Near East relief made in June by the Division 

of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service. (193) Modern-day flight 

into Egypt finds a family evacuated from Suez living in makeshift room 
partitioned off from a school room. (194) Some 60 girls learn home-making, 
sewing and child care in Family Centre at Qubeibeh. (195) One Egyptian re- 
fugee has set up a tiny soup~kitchen to serve his uprooted compatriots.’ 
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SENTENCES GIVEN SOUTH-WEST AFRICANS 
TERMED "MONSTROUS TRAVESTY OF LAW" 


(New York) - The sentencing of 19 South-west Africans to life imprisonment 
following their conviction on charges of terrorism was termed "the most mon- 
strous travesty of law I have ever had the misfortune to witness" by Dr. Arthur 
Larson, prominent American jurist who observed the trials in Pretoria court. © 


Dr. Larson went to South Africa on behalf of the Lutheran World Federation 
(LWF) and the WCC's Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (EPS No.4). 


In addition to the 19 given life sentences, nine South-west Africans drew prison 
terms of 20 years and two must serve five years. Three others pleaded guilty 

to alternative charges under the Suppression of Communism’ Act and were sentenced 
to five years with all but one month suspended. 


Dr. André Appel, general secretary of the LWF, said: "The outcome of this case, 
which has caused international concern, is manifestly unjust and underscores the 
inability of the authorities to find and apply positive solutions to the crisis 

which confronts them. 


"World Christian opinion will find it difficult to understand or excuse such an 
action by a’ country which considers itself a part of the Christian family". 
He said the LWF had received the news with "grief and dismay". 


Most of the 33 Africans are members of churches belonging to the LWF. 


Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, CCIA director, repeated.an earlier objection to the effect 
that "retroactive application of a law is contrary to canons of justice generally 
accepted in civilized countries". Also he said the prisoners should not have 
been taken out of their territory for trial. 


Dr. Larson, a professor of law and director of the Rule of Law Research Centre 
at Duke University in Durham, North Carolina, pointed out that the men had been 
arrested and placed in solitary confinement for. up to 18 months and “under the 
law could have been so held for ever". An act (the Terrorism Act of 1967)-was 
then passed under which to try them, and made retroactive for five years with 
punishment from five years' imprisonment to hanging. The burden of proof was 
placed on the accused to prove innocence beyond a reasonable doubt. 


"Trial was made summary, in any place the authorities chose," Dr. Larson said, 
"and actually took place in what South-west Africans regard as a foreign country, 
1,000 miles from their homes." 


Dr. Larson further asserted that "much of the evidence was procured by arresting 
180 witnesses and holding them in solitary confinement for unlimited periods, 
as the law specifically permits". 


"Torture of witnesses and defendants has been established by first-hand witnesses", 
he said. "Some of the testimony by police was so obviously perjured as to be 


downright ludicrous." 


Recalling that South Africa's only rights in South-west Africa stem from an inter- 
national mandate granted by the League of Nations imposing on South Africa a 


(more) 
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“sacred trust" to promote the well-being of the inhabitants, he stated: 


"The whole civilized world, therefore, has a right and duty to rise up and 
demand that South Africa come to its senses and purge itself of this bestial 
act while there is still time." 


Dr. Larson, a vice president of the National Council of Churches (USA), serves 
as a consultant to President Lyndon Johnson on international affairs and was 
a special assistant to President Dwight Eisenhower from 1957 to 1958. 

EPS, Geneva 


WCC ASKS $500,000 TO ENLARGE 
ECUMENICAL AID IN VIETNAM 


(Geneva) - So that ongoing ecumenical aid programmes in South and North Vietnam 
may be doubled to meet the vastly increased suffering caused by the recent in- 
tensified fighting, the World Council of Churches has appealed for $500,000. 


In South Vietnam 75 members of ecumenical teams, including doctors, nurses, and 
welfare workers, are presently engaged in service programmes. In North Vietnam 
medical services are carried on in co-operation with the Red Cross. 


The new appeal asks for twice the amount of support that member churches or their. 
agencies had already agreed to give through “the WCC's Division of Inter~-church 
Aid, Refugee, and World Service. 


Most of the additional money will be used to buy food, medicines, and building 
materials available locally. This will enable more refugees, war victims, 
and civilian wounded to be aided. 


As soon as circumstances permit, details of specific rehabilitation projects will 
be sent to member churches for support. 


By passing their contributions through DICARWS, .the churches ensure that Christian 
service activities are co-ordinated and duplication is avoided. 


EPS, Geneva 


BISHOP DECLINES ELECTION 
TO DIOCESE IN GREECE 


(Athens) - The Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church of Greece announced here that 
the newly-elected Metropolitan of Karditsa (Thessaliotis) has declined the post. 


Bishop Meletios K. Tripolakis, who was elected by the Holy Synod, is currently 
serving as bishop of the fourth district of the Archdiocese of North and South 


America with headquarters in San Francisco. 


A spokesman for the archdiocese in New York said that Bishop Meletios had not 
been shins prior to the vote. 


In declining the post, he indicated that he preferred to retain his current 


status as titular bishop of Christianoupolis. 
' a’ EPS, Geneva 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES NOMINATED 
FOR NOBEL PEACE PRIZE 


(Stockholm) - A group of influential Swedish politicians has suggested that 
the Nobel Peace Prize be conferred upon the World Council of Churches. A 
proposal to this effect has been submitted to the Nobel Prize Committee in 
Oslo which is appointed by the Norwegian parliament. 


The initiative for this action came from the Christian wing of the Swedish 
Social Democrats. But they were joined by a number of non-Christian members 
of that party and other parties, including Regnar Edenman (former Social- 
Democratic Minister of Education, who now heads the provincial government of 
Uppsala), Ulla Lindstrém (former Minister for Family Affairs), and Olle Dahlen 
(an influential member of the Liberal Party). 


It was held that the World Council, with its 232 member churches and its close 
relations with the Roman Catholic Church, is extremely representative of world 
Christendom, and has done exemplary practical work for peace through its 
support of human rights and its extensive relief work. 


The last Nobel Peace Prize (for 1965) was conferred in 1966 on the United 
Nations International Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF). In December of this 
year the Nobel Committee will have two prizes to confer — those of 1966 and 


ages EPS, Geneva 


MISSIONARY ALLIANCE EVACUATES 
93 FROM SOUTH VIETNAM 


(New York) - The Christian and Missionary Alliance has decided to evacuate — 

all women missionaries and children from Vietnam because of dangerous conditions 
there. Some 50 women and as many children are affected. However, 50 male 
missionaries will remain. 


U.S. and Canadian missionaries at Dalat and Pleiku, South Vietnam, were eva- 
cuated by American troops shortly before their facilities were overrun by the 
Vietcong, according to an Alliance spokesman here. 


A sixth missionary died of wounds at Ban Me Thout, 150 miles north of Saigon, 
and two were missing after the onslaught there in which five missionaries were’ 
killed outright (EPS No. 5). 


Miss Carolyn Griswold, 41, of White Plains, N.Y. died while waiting to be air- 
lifted to a hospital. Miss Betty Olsen, 33 of Nyack, N.Y., last seen running 
into the woods during the attack, was believed to have been taken captive. 


Hank Blood, a member of the Wycliffe Bible Translators, was also presumed 
captured by the Vietcong. His wife and family were reported safe after being 
held and released by the guerrillas. 


Thirty-four missionaries of the Alliance were rescued from Dalat, 135 miles 
northeast of Saigon, and 15 miles south of Ban Me Thout. | The compound there 
was used mainly for language training for missionaries assigned to Vietnam. 
It was formerly the Alliance's school for children of personnel in South 

East Asia, now located near Singapore. Six were rescued at Pleiku near the 
Cambodian border in central South Vietnam. EPS, Geneva 
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_ HUNGARIAN CHURCHMEN REGRET OMISSION 
OF VIETNAM FROM WCC PEACE STATEMENT 


(Budapest) - The Presiditm of the Ecumenical Council of ae ae in Hungary 
has called on the World Council of Churches to condemn, "more clearly and 
more decidedly than so far", the aggression of the United States in Vietnam. 


The Presidium said it had eee adied carefully the statement on peace sent in 
December to all WCC member churches by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the 
WCC Central Committee, scatl ‘Dr. Eugene Carson Blakes general secretary. 


The Ecumenical Council expressed approval of the portion of the statement 

which said: -"In open conflicts of force the inherent dangers of the use of 

increasingly terrible weapons of destruction require all men to turn from war 

as a useful means for settling disputes..." Also it agreed with the need to 

Pash pare ay: appropriate ways to’ end the tragedy and menace of existing con- 
icts 


The Presidium regretted that the WCC statement "makes no concrete mention" 
of "the aggression of the United States in Vietnam and her interference in the 
home affairs of the people of Vietnam". 


According to the Hungarians, member churches should have been encouraged to 
dissociate themselves from the aggression in Vietnam and to state clearly that 
the Vietnam question cannot be settled by war. 


Regret was also expressed that the WCC officers had made no appeal to the United 
States to end the "horrors" caused by continually bombing North Vietnam, destroy- 
ing dwellings and dams securing drinking water, and by "poisoning the fields 

and harvest". 


Calling attention to the steady efforts on behalf of peace made by the World 
Council of Churches for many years, the Presidium indicated support for the "Day 
of Peace" proposed by Pope Paul VI. Joint efforts by the WCC and the Vatican 
could achieve something in the interest of "the most urgent and concrete task 

of our days - putting an end to the war in Vietnam", the Hungarians state. 


Signing the Ecumenical Council's statement were: Dr. Tibor Bartha, Bishop 

of the Reformed Church; D. Zoltan Kaldy, Bishop of the Evangelical~Lutheran 
Church; Janos Laczkovszky, President of the Baptist Church; Adam Hecker, 
Superintendent of the Methodist Church; Sandor Palotay, Managing Director 

of the Council of Free Churches; Dr. Feriz Berki, Protoierei of the Orthodox 


Church, 


WCC Reply on Vietnam 

(Geneva) - In reply to criticisms made by the Ecumenical Council of Churches 
in Hungary, Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, director of the WCC's Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs, sent a letter to Bishop Tibor Bartha, 
council president, pointing out that the WCC statement was made in response to 


the peace appeal of Pope Paul VI. 


"In the Pope's appeal there were no references to such specific issues as 
Vietnam", Dr. Nolde stated. "This did not mean that they were considered un- 
important when omitted in the message of the World Council officers, but rather 
that they were to be understood in face of the more general formulations." 


(more) 
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The WCC, through its Central and Executive Committees, as well as through the 
CCIA, has spoken "unequivocally" on the issue of Vietnam, Dr. Nolde continued, 
and its officially authorized statements continue to be relevant. 


Following the admonition of Messrs. Blake and Fry that “prayer and action are 
demanded every day of the year if peace is to be built", Dr. Nolde said he 
had sent a letter to President Lyndon Johnson on January 5, "when there seemed 
to be opening a better chance of negotiations in the Vietnam conflict" 

(EPS No. 1). He also sent a copy to Secretary of State Dean Rusk, quoting 
extensively actions by the WCC Executive Committee. EPS, Geneva 


METHODIST BOARD TAKES $10 MILLION 
INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO FROM BANK 


(New York) -.The Methodist Board of Missions informed the First National: City 
Bank here that it will transfer a $10 million investment portfolio to a banking 
institution not directly involved in a credit arrangement with the Republic of 
South Africa. 


The agency's executive committee approved the transfer last» September, » should 
the bank renew its participation in a 10-bank consortium having a revolving 
credit set-up-with South Africa (EPS No. 34, 1967). Its decision, reflecting 
opposition to apartheid, was underlined by a resolution adopted at the January 
meeting of the entire Board. 3 : 


The Board has been notified that First National City re-negotiated its participa- 
tion in the consortium in late January. 3 EPS, Geneva 


"SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY" MARKS ROME'S 
WEEK OF PRAYER OBSERVANCES 


(Rome) ~— Three hundred Protestant, Roman Catholic and Orthodox Christians in 
Rome recited the Apostles'Creed together, gave the responses in the litany as 
with a single voice, and sang hymns lustily at a service in the Italian-speaking 
Methodist Church during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. | 


A spirit of "true joy and community" marked the service, according to one ob- 
server. "We had a feeling that we were indeed one community." 


This year's observance was in decided contrast to last year when Roman Catholic 
authorities had urged their members not to worship in non-Roman churches. 


At the Methodist church this year groups of Roman Catholics were distinguishable _ 
by their nun's habits and clerical collars. 


The Rev. Pier Paolo Grassi, minister of the host church, conducted the service 
and the Rev. Carlo Gay, a Waldensian, gave the prayer. 


Msgr. Ettore Cunail was ‘unable at the last minute. to participate, but a British 
Roman Catholic priest substituted in reading the Beatitudes. The choir sang 4 
Byzantine hymn, and portions of the Week of Prayer leaflet agreed upon by the 
World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church were used. 


When it came time to recite the Creed, the congregation said without hesitation: 
"We believe in the universal church", the words Italian Protestants use in 
place of "holy catholic church". EPS, .Geneva 
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NEARLY $1 MILLION GIVEN TO AID REFUGEES, 
NEAR EAST COUNCIL LEARNS 


(Amman, Jordan) - The Central Committee of the Near East Council of Churches’ 
met here January 31-February 2 for the first time since the 15th General 
Assembly last April. Members came from Iran, Turkey, and the UAR, as well 
as the countries more central to the region.. 


The committee heard reports from the five divisions of the.NECC concerned 
with Christian Education, Literature, Outreach and Witness, Radio Broadcasting 
and Refugee Work. 


Through a visit to refugee camps in the Jordan.Valley, and the report of the 
Refugee Division, the committee learned of the work of the churches among 
those made homeless by the Arab-Israeli war. 


More than $925,000 in cash and $700,000 in material aid has been contributed 
by churches around the world in response to the WCC's appeal for $2,000,000 
launched in the wake of the June conflict. It was also reported that the 
churches of the Near East ~ Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Protestant - have 
contributed sizeable sums in cash and materials. EPS, Geneva 


CHILEAN METHODISTS SEEK 
AUTONOMOUS STATUS 


(New York) - Methodists in Chile have voted to request an autonomous status 
for their church. 


With only one dissenting vote, delegates to a January session of the Chile 
Methodist Conference approved the move towards autonomy. The request will be 
forwarded to the Commission on the Structure of Methodism Overseas (COSMOS) , 
which will consider it and presumably present it to the Uniting Conference 

in Dallas in April for final approval. At the Dallas meeting the Methodist 
Church and the Evangelical United Brethren are scheduled to unite. 


The Chileans indicated in January that the autonomous church would ask for 
membership in the World Council of Churches’ and the proposed Regional Latin 
American Methodist Conference. It would continue a relationship with the 
Methodist Board of Missions in the U.S. 


The conference also approved a new constitution modifying existing church — 
structures. It places power in the hands of the district conferences. . This 
is in accord with the profound regional differences in Chile, not only geo 
graphic differences but psychological and socio-economic. EPS, cidevt 


KOREAN WEEK OF PRAYER SERVICE 


(Chun Cheon, Korea) - A series of ecumenical services was held here for the 
first time to mark the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Invitations sent 

by the Roman Catholic Bishop, Thomas Stewart, to Protestant ministers were 
"cordially accepted". The unity observance began with an evening service in 

the Chun Cheon Catholic Cathedral. A Korean Methodist minister gave the 
sermon. Other services took’ place in the Chun Cheon Methodist church, with 

two priests of the Columban Order reading the Epistle and delivering the sermon, 
and in the-~YMCA Hall with Bishop Stewart as preacher. EPS, Geneva 
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NEXT STEPS FOR E.A.C.C. 
MAPPED BY ASSEMBLY 


(Bangkok) ~ It is important for the climber to watch the summit of the mountain, 
but equally important for him to see where he will step ’next, King Bhumiphol 
Aduldej of Thailand told an Asian church leader last week. 


The King was speaking with the new General Secretary of the East Asia Christian 
Conference, U Kyaw Than of Burma, at a reception for delegates to the Fourth 
Assembly of the EACC. 


His words proved to be peculiarly appropriate. This Assembly of 300 church 
leaders, representing Anglican, Protestant and Orthodox churches in 16 countries, 
was essentially a practical working out of ecumenical goals which have stimulated 
thousands in the 10 years of the EACC's existence. 


There were far fewer provocative statements on the future of Christianity and 

far more detailed plans for limited objectives, compared with previous Assemblies. 
The impact of the Asian Church and Society and Faith and Order conferences ide 
during 1967 was much in evidence. 


In concrete terms, the Assembly: 


~ Established procedures for the sending and receiving of Asian mission- 
aries serving in Asian countries other than their own (some 200 persons); 


- Acted to provide Asian churches with the technical assistance they seek 
to evaluate their resources and plan the best possible use of them. 


~ Accepted the importance of a strategic “approach to the development of 
industrial-urban ministries and the work of laymen serving abroad. 


~ Planned for the continued and expanded operation of Asian Christian Service, 
the EACC's relief agency in Vietnam. 


- Proposed a major meeting between Conservative Evangelicals and other 
Christians, probably in 1970. . 


~ Moved to stimulate further the life and witness of the Christian community 
to the academic world. 


"In Christ, all things hold together" was the Assembly theme. Delegates worked 
in two main sections. One, on a divided Church in a broken world, dealt with 
the broad spectrum of the .churches' life and concerns. The other faced the 
specific needs and services of the churches, particularly as they contribute to 
the development and welfare of peoples and nations in Asia. 


"Dynamic Christian presence in the modernization and secularization of traditional 
societies of Asia...becomes more effective only as the Church participates in the 
process of transformation of these societies", the Assembly declared. 


"This can best be done by initiating and strengthening the process of peaceful 
and voluntary change in the social structures and by creating a personality 


structure that is positively orientated towards independence and achievement." 


A revolution in thinking and action, particularly among ‘the rural masses, has 
become an imperative, it stated. 


(more) 
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In the political field, it was recognised that modernization involves change in 
the prevailing power structures at many points. 


Noting the need for a guarantee of fundamental human rights, including the rights 
of minority groups, removal of outworn laws, and the prevention of arbitrary 
breach of the rule of law, the Assembly said, in a carefully worded passage:, 

"The Church must stand ready to exert its influence in order to realise these 
objectives and, on occasion, to endorse the responsible use of civil disobed- 
ience in cases where the law and the distribution of power are manifestly unjust", 


Communication Fund 


One of the most important long-term decisions made involves creating an EACC 
Mass Communications Development Fund. 


"We recognise the increasing influence that the media of mass communications 
exercise in the modern world and the imperative need to utilise them more 
effectively in the service of our Lord", the Assembly said. 


The fund will provide for Asian churches the means to expand radio, television, 
literature, film and news dissemination: 


One of Asia's best-known ecumenical figures, Dr. D.T. Niles of Ceylon, was 
elected chairman of the EACC. He succeeds Dr. D.G. Moses of India, who becomes 
honorary chairman. Since the EACC's inception, Dr. Niles has been its general 


secretary. 
“4 EPS, Geneva 


HIGHER EDUCATION STUDY 
PLANNED BY EACC 


(Bangkok) - A study of church institutions of higher education in Asia is to be 
implemented by the East. Asia Christian Conference. 


The Fourth Assembly agreed to the appointment of a two-man team - one from the 
West and one from Asia — to awaken in Christian colleges a new awareness of 
needs and opportunities. 


Questions to be raised include the role of Christian colleges as part of the 
whole Christian enterprise; the academic excellence of colleges; the number 
of such colleges practicuble in each nation, and the resources available for 
their functioning and development. 


The project aims to alert colleges, together with churches and sponsoring agencies, 
to the need for self-study and new thinking as to their objectives and the means 
of achieving them. It was reported that a survey, jointly sponsored by the WCC 
and the Vatican, of Christian colleges in India, has already resulted in many 


desirable changes. EPS, Geneva 
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VIETNAM RESOLUTION VOTED 
BY E.A.C.C. ASSEMBLY 


(Bangkok) - Delegates representing 91 Anglican, Protestant and Orthodox churches 
in East Asia unanimously accepted a resolution urging all governments to find 
an immediate solution to the Vietnam war. 


The resolution, passed by: the East Asia Christian Conference, describes the 
"new height of destruction" in Vietnam as “incompatible with God's will for 
peace", 


The acease Assembly listed as its deepest concerns the need for de~escalation 
and "the integrity of the rae ae of Vietnam, too long subject to the rule and 
conflict of outside powers" 


"We ask that:all parties té the conflict consider anew their objectives in the | 
light of the present situation of the war, with a view to securing genuine 
negotiations for a peaceful settlement", it continues. "Objectives which are 

too high and too rigidly held are likely to produce. US ges and escalating war- 
fare. We appeal to both sides for flexibility and restraint" 


The Assembly said peace could best be secured’ if all parties to the conflict 
recognised that primary responsibility for negotiations rested with Saigon 
and the National Liberation Front. 


The fundamental nationalism of the Vietnamese people would thus be allowed to 
play a powerful part in shaping any peace. 


Solution of the major problems in South-east Asia requires "the development, 
in the setting of the growing world community, of national strength and self- 
hood" and recognition of "the demands of modern world community, the achieve 
ment of economic development and human rights, as. essential ingredients of 
national strength in the modern world. 


"Where outside or foreign assistance is needed, we ask that it be supplied so 
as to further these elements of our national strength and not to further the 
narrow interests of the donor or co-operating foreign powers", the statement 
Says. 


The present situation requires "the achievement of national security in the 
context of international sanction and responsibility, rather than by unilateral 


action" 
EPS, Geneva 


'"MINI-UPPSALA' ANNOUNCED 
BY DANISH S.C.M. 


(Aarhus, Denmark) - A 'Mini-Uppsala' is being planned for Christian young people 
throughout Scandinavia by the Danish Student Christian Movement. The conference 
is to be held in Haslev, Denmark from July 25-31, ‘and will follow the pattern of 
the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches. Participants will discuss 
the six section topics covered by the preparatory booklet for Uppsala '68. The 


conference will invite some of the WCC Assembly speakers and focus on the same 
theme ~ "All Things New". 


Some 500 young people are expected. Applications are invited by the Danish SCM. 
EPS, Geneva 
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VATICAN DELEGATE TO U.N.C.T.A.D. ASKS 
REFORM IN EXCHANGE OF FOOD PRODUCTS 


(New Delhi) - The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development “represents 
a great hope for the poor and constitutes a challenge to those who think that 
the human will, a reflection of the Divine, is not capable of rectifying the 
more difficult problems" of the times, Archbishop Guiseppe Caprio, Papal Inter- 
nuncio to India, told the UNCTAD conference meeting here. 


Msgr. Caprio.is head of the Vatican delegation to the conference. 


Quoting from the Pope's Encyclical on the Development of Peoples, he said: 

"At stake are the survival of so many. innocent children and - for so many families 
overcome by misery * the access to conditions fit for human beings; at stake 

are the peace of the world and the future of civilization". 


Affirming the decision of the Vatican delegation:to adopt a realistic attitude, 
Msgr. Caprio said that one must not confine oneself to short-term viewpoints. 


"The major problem is the reorganisation of. the exchange of primary products 
particularly in the agricultural field", he stated. "The fight against the 
risks of famine and malnutrition, which menace whole continents, is being taken 
care of by other organisations. But its success depends largely on the 
reform of the exchange of food products", he concluded. 


The Roman Catholic spokesman also referred to the regulation of prices, the 
necessity for exchanges between developing countries, and reform of the inter- 
national monetary system. 


Acknowledging that there is a price to be paid for development, he said, "If 
development is the condition for achieving peace, the price will never be too 
dear. The youth of the world want peace and justice, and they reproach their 
elders for not having secured it". 


Mr. Timothy Christoffersen, a member of the delegation sent by the WCC's Com— 
mission of the Churches on International Affairs to observe the conference, 
commented on the address by Msgr. Caprio as follows: "I was deeply sympathetic 
to his spirit of solidarity with the aspirations of the peoples of the develop- 
ing countries. The concern for justice and peace so often endorsed by Pope 


Paul VI came through clearly in his address". EPS, Geneva 


TRIAL OF PASTOR IN POLAND ADJOURNED 


(Warsaw) - The trial of a minister of the American Church of Christ, Mr. Henryk 
Ciszek, has been adjourned here until February 27 pending psychiatric examina~ 
tion of a woman co-defendant. Mr. Ciszek, who is understood to have been de- 
tained since last April, appeared briefly in a Warsaw court two days ago with 
Mr. Boleslaw Dawidow and Mrs. Zofia Naumniuk. 


No charges were read, but court sources said Mr. Ciszek and Mrs. Naumniuk were 
charged under articles of the Polish Small Penal Code referring to the spread- 


ing or preparing of material harmful to Polish state interests. 
EPS, Geneva 
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SECOND DUTCH CHURCH REACHES 
AGREEMENT ON BAPTISM 


(Lunteren, Netherlands) - The Reformed Churches in the Netherlands have 
now followed the example set last July by the Netherlands Reformed Church > 
(EPS No. 27, 1967) when they reached an agreement with the Roman Catholic 
Church on the reciprocal recognition of baptism. 


A Roman Catholic archbishop and four bishops attended the meeting of the 
Reformed Churches synod in Lunteren at which the agreement was reached. 


The Rev. P. Visser, synod president, expressed the hope that this action 
would lead to further and perhaps even more important accords between thé 
churches. He mentioned the question of mixed marriages. 


Cardinal Alfrink pointed out, however, that although the Dutch bishops 
could decide independently about the recognition of baptism, they were 
bound by the canon law on the matter of mixed marriage. Nevertheless, he 
held that it was not out of the question that a special regulation might 

be approved for individual regions. EPS, Geneva 


RACE CRISIS LEAVES U.S. 
CHURCH 'TORN AND BLEEDING’ 


(Cleveland) - The church in America "stands badly torn and bleeding at this 
moment in time" as a result of the racial crisis, a specialist in urban 
problems told the annual Assembly of the United Church of Christ (USA). 


The Rev. Arlie E. Porter of Detroit said the problems and the needs are so 
great there is a danger that the church will be immobilized. 


For the church to be serious in its minkeets to the poor in 4th, the lamas 
man said, will take a commitment of its funds. 


Special offerings taken for the ghetto ministry are completely inadequate. 


"Nothing is going to go away. No one is going to pick up our responsibility. 
We simply must reach down into the pockets of our national instrumentalities 
and our state and regional conferences and our local congregations and ex 
perience a great outpouring of money backed by concern", he said. 

EPS, Geneva 


HANNOVER CHURCH ENDORSES 
"ECUMENICAL' LORD'S PRAYER 


(Hannover) - The Lutheran Church of Hannover voted to adopt a new version of 
the Lord's Prayer prepared under ecumenical auspices. 


The version is one which Protestant, Roman Catholic, Old Catholic and Evange- 
lical Free Churches in Germany, Austria and the German-language area of Switz- 
erland recently endorsed. 


Originally intended for use at joint Protestant-Catholic prayer services, it 
was ‘iritroduced during a service in’ Bonn on the first Sunday of Advent, 1967. 
The Hannover Lutheran Church said it would now come into general use, and not 
be limited to ecumenical occasions. EPS, Geneva 
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FAITH AND ORDER DELEGATION 
VISITS HUNGARIAN CHURCHES 


(Geneva) - A three-man. delegation from the WCC'’s Commission on Faith and Order 
visited Hungary the first part of February at the invitation of the three WCC 
member churches there (Lutheran, Reformed and Baptist). The delegation con- 
sisted of Dr. Lewis Briner, Dr. Haakon Flottorp and Dr. Lukas Vischer, director 
of the Faith and Order Secretariat. 


Purpose of their trip was to inform the Hungarian churches about preparations 
for the Fourth Assembly at Uppsala in July, and to discuss the possibility of 
more active Hungarian participation in ecumenical study. 


During visits to the Reformed theological academies at Debrecen and Budapest 

and the Lutheran academy in Budapest, the delegation talked with faculty members 
about the training given to‘ pastors, relations with the Roman Catholic Church 
especially on the question of mixed marriage, and the reform of worship. They 
addressed the students on the themes of the Assembly. 


The WCC delegation also met outstanding personalities from the Free Churches 
(Baptist, Methodist, Adventist, Pentecostal and Moravian Brethren), which are 
affiliated in a council. 


Leading churchmen agreed that in future their bodies would participate more 
actively in WCC studies. It was noted that special Commissions for Faith and 
Order and for Church and Society have been formed. The former will draw up 

a document on "Creation and New Creation". This group includes: Pfarrer Ben- 
ezur, Dr. Sandor Czeglédy, Prof. Gyula Groo, Prof. Gyula Nagy, Bischof Erné 
Ottlyk, Dr. Laszlo Pakozdy, Dr. Karoly Toth, Dr. Ervin Valyi-Nagy. 


Since the Reformed Church intends to introduce a new order of worship, it agreed 


to co-operate more closely with the. World Council in the area of liturgical 
studies. EPS, Geneva 


TWO RUSSIAN PRIESTS STAYING AT VATICAN 


(Vatican City) - Two Russian Orthodox priests from the Moscow Patriarchate are 
making an extended visit here, at the invitation of the Vatican Secretariat for 
Christian Unity, to study post-conciliar developments in Roman Catholic liturgy, 
canon law, theology and spirituality. They are Archpriests Piotr Raina and 
Vladimir Rozhkov. 


A chapel has been reserved at the Pontifical Russian College where they are 
staying in which they can celebrate the liturgy of their church, but they recite 
the Divine Office together with the college community. 


Also in Rome is a Romanian Orthodox priest engaged in similar studies. All three 
were given scholarships by the Catholic Committee for Cultural Co-operation with 
Oriental Churches, an organisation which holds an annual meeting in Brussels. 
The secretary of the Committee is Father Pierre Duprey. EPS, Geneva 


ORTHODOX STUDENTS STUDY IN GERMANY 


(Regensberg) - Twenty-six Greek Orthodox theological students who are studying 
in Germany: on scholarships from the Roman Catholic Bishops’ Conference gathered 
near Wurtzberg to discuss contemporary theology and practical problems common 
to both Orthodox and Roman Catholics. They also visited the institute on East- 
ern Churches run by Augustinian monks at Wurtzberg. EPS, Geneva 
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ORDINATION SERVICE FOR USE BY 
ANGLICANS AND METHODISTS DRAWN 


(London) - The revised draft ordinal for use by the Anglican and Methodist 
churches is described by the Anglican-Methodist Unity Commission, which pro- 
duced it, as a primary document in its proposals for the ultimate union of the 
two churches. 


It gives the proposed forms of service for use by both’ churches in the ordaining 
of bishops» presbyters, and deacons. The word “presbyter” is used in preference 
to "priest" or "minister" - a decision which the commission defends on historic’ 
grounds. 


A statement. on the ordinal, issued by the commission, says: "Its importance 
lies in the fact that Anglicans and Methodists have inherited differing 
traditions concerning the ministry. The Church of England has retained much 
of the pre-Reformation shape and tradition; Methodism has tended to align 
itself in thought and practice with that of the Free Churches. Agreement ' 
here is, therefore, a fundamental test of the solidity of the foundations on 


h pm 
which a united Church can be built EPS, Geneva 


PAPAL ENVOYS DELIVER SUPPLIES 


(Geneva) - Popé Paul VI sent two special envoys to Biafra on February 7 with 
drugs and other medicines worth more than $14 million which had been donated 
by Catholic Werte? organisations. 


The Pope also sent $20, 000 in cash to be used for the relief of suffering caused 
by recent fighting. 


Msgr. Dominic Conway, rector of the Irish College in Rome, and Msgr. George 
Rocheau, president of the Catholic Committee for Intra-European Migration, 
arrived in Umuahia on a plane chartered by the Vatican. Although they had- 
planned to stay only four days, they extended their visit to tour other sections 
of the country. In Aba they met with doctors, nurses and professional workers. 


EPS, Geneva ° 


GERMAN METHODISTS ASK DIALOGUE 
AS PART OF CHURCH SERVICE 


(Timmendorferstrand, Germany) - Some 40 ministers of the Methodist Church in North- 
ern Germany gave their support to new forms of church worship at a theological 
study conference here. The “church service ‘in another form" should not remain 

the exception, they said. The demand was made that the sermon be supplemented 

by catechism lessons, dialogue, discussion and instruction. 


Such services, undertaken by the congregation itself, would be "missionary 
gatherings to an unusual extent", said one speaker, because in this way not only 
would the Christian Gospel be spread, but “at the same time something of the 
renewal of relations between men would be made visible". 


Other points discussed at the conference concerned the structure of worship. 
These points are included in the preparatory papers for the World Council's 
Fourth Assembly in Uppsala. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AUTHORIZES 
BLAKE VISIT TO GREECE 


(Geneva) - The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches has agreed 
that it would be desirable for its.General Secretary, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
to take advantage of an early opportunity to visit Greece in order to confer 
with ecclesiastical and government authorities. 


This consensus was reached on February 21, the second day of the Executive 
Committee's four-day semi-annual meeting, after the body had heard a report.on 
actions already taken by the WCC's Commission of the Churches on International 


Affairs (CCIA). 


Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, director of the CCIA, reported that a letter had been 
sent on November 17 to the Prime Minister of Greece, Mr. Constantine Kollias , 
protesting the mistreatment of political prisoners. 


On the basis of recently published reports by, Amnesty International citing 
specific cases of torture, Dr. Nolde said a second protest would be forthcoming. 


In addition, two investigations are planned. The CCIA is presently seeking an 
expert on constitutional law to appraise the proposed Greek constitution. Also 
it has asked CCIA commissioners in six European countries to look into allega- 
tions that threats have been made against Greek migrant workers critical of 

the government. 


The Executive Committee also passed a resolution protesting the "flagrant viola- 
tion of the human rights" of 33 South-west Africans convicted of terrorism in 
Pretoria court (EPS No. 6). | Nineteen were sentenced to life imprisonment and 
the rest were given lesser terms. The Committee called for the immediate 
release and repatriation of these prisoners. 


the Committee received a report from the CCIA which termed the trial and convic- 
tion "a betrayal of the internationally accepted standards proclaimed in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights" and called for condemnation by the inter- 
national community. 


The CCIA report read in part: 


"Whereas the Universal Declaration proclaims that 'no one shall be held guilty 
of any penal offence on account of any act or omission which did not constitute 
a penal offence, under national or international law ‘at the time it was com+r 
mitted’, the Act under which the defendants were tried was made retroactive for 
five years, the law having been enacted in 1967 while the acts for which they 
were tried were allegedly committed five years earlier. 


“Whereas the Universal Declaration proclaims that ,'no one shall be subjected to 
torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment', the torture 
of witnesses and defendants has been established by first-hand witnesses. 


“Whereas the Universal Declaration proclaims that 'no one shall be subjected to 
arbitrary arrest, detension or exile', the defendants were arrested and placed 
in solitary confinement ‘for periods up to 18 months, and under the law could 
have been so held for ever, 

(more) 
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“Whereas the Universal Declaration proclaims )that ‘everyone charged with a penal 
offence has the right to be presumed innocent until proved guilty’, the burden 
of proof was placed upon jtthe accused to prove their innocence." 


A major item on the Executive Committee's agenda was the programme for the WCC's 
Fourth Assembly to be held in Uppsala, Sweden in July. Approval was given to 
a slate of speakers, committee and section chairmen, and to plans for formal 
worship services at the beginning and conclusion.of the 17-day Assembly. The 
Committee received a progress report on a study of mass communication being 
prepared for consideration by the Assembly. 

EPS, Geneva 


"IMPERATIVES. FOR UPPSALA" 
SKETCHED BY RENEWAL EDITOR 


(Chicago) - The editor-at~large of Renewal Magazine has urged that the WCC Fourth 
Assembly in Uppsala, Sweden (July 4-19) should take the lead in an effort to 
divert money that churches now spend for relief and welfare in the third world, 

to publicize the plight of the world's poor, using the mass media in the rich 
nations. 


Stephen C. Rose made his proposal in the February 14 issue of Christian Century, 
an independent, ecumenical weekly published here. 


Specifically, mission boards and societies should spend one-tenth of their annual 
budgets (about $100 million in "mainline U.S. Protestant denominations alone) 
"to appeal through the mass media for a Christian approach to world poverty and 
misery", argues Mr. Rose. 


Such a mission of “advocacy in the name of the Christ who is the hungry, ill- 
clad neighbour should take priority in ecumenical thotight and action over 
concern for "technical ore aE ha to problems that stymie even those men of good 
will who do possess power" Rose maintains. 


In his "meditation" on the Assembly theme, "Behold, I make all things new", the 
former staff writer of the WCC Youth Department lists “imperatives for Uppsala - 
indeed, for the whole Church universal”. 


The first imperative is “to understand the Assembly's text", Rose says. The 
Assembly must “help inaugurate the rediscovery of this Christ who makes all things 
new in our time. The shape of the Church today would indicate that we have not 
very well performed the task of finding him". 


Second, Uppsala must "grapple specifically with issues that no Christian in the 
world can ignore" — hunger, violence, enmity between persons. Nor is it enough 
simply to issue declarations. “It will not do for the WCC to assume that a state- 
ment on racism made in 1954 is adequate for the worldwide racial crisis of 1968", 
writes Rose. "Statements are not enough today unless they are statements ~ 
directing bureaucracies to do thus and so and amplifying their power to act." 


Third, it is imperative that "a theology and a plan for local ecumenicity be 
worked out" implementing New Delhi's principle, "all in each place". 


Finally, Rose declares, the "main imperative" for Uppsala is "penitence and prayer. 
Real penitence and true prayer would open the door to a newness that the coming 
generations could not ignore", EPS, Geneva 
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WCC CONSULTATION ON THEOLOGICAL ISSUES 
IN CHURCH/SOCIETY SET FOR ZAGORSK 


(Geneva) - A Consultation on Theological Issues of Church and Society will be 
held at Zagorsk near Moscow March 17-23. It is under the joint sponsorship of 
the WCC's Department on Church and Society and its Secretariat of Faith and 
Order. 


At the invitation of the Russian Orthodox Church, the consultation is being held. 
in the Theological Academy attached to the monastery in Zagorsk. This is one of 
the most famous religious centres in the Soviet Union. 


Among the approximately 40 theologians invited to attend are several Roman Catholics 
who will be full participants. The group will also include churchmen from Asia, 
Africa and Latin America, as well as 3 Europeans and North Americans. 


Purpose of the consultation is to review and examine the theological ideas ex-. 
pressed in the report of the 1966 World Conference on Church and Society, and. 

to prepare a report for the forthcoming WCC Uppsala: Assembly on the key theological 
issues in ecumenical social thought today. 


The WCC Central Committee in authorizing the consultation at its annual meeting 
in Crete last August ering that several issues seem to require further study. 

In this category were "the theological interpretation of the contemporary social — 
upheayaty and revolutionary overthrow of particular social systems and institu~_ 
tions", the theological interpretation of international economic development, 
Christian ethics as related to secular ethics, and the limits of appropriate 
church action in relation to political conflicts. 


This ‘ig one of three consultations authorized by the Central Committee to deal 
_with the issues raised by the 1966 World Conference. Others, will examine 
problems of humanization in society in the light of current Christian-Marxist 
discussions, and international economic development in ithe light of business 


experience and Christian social ethics. 
EPS, Geneva 


JORDANIANS PROTEST SHELLING 
OF REFUGEE CAMPS 


(Amman) - Representatives of the Christian communities in Jordan have jointly 
protested the Israeli shelling of refugee camps in the Jordan River Valley. 
Cables containing their protests were sent to UN Secretary General U Thant, Ecu- 
menical Patriarch Athenagoras, Pope Paul VI and Dr. Michael Ramsey, Archbishop 
of Canterbury. 


The cables claim that Israeli troops shelled refugee camps during the recent 
flare-up of Israeli-Jordanian fighting. They also ask for repatriation of 
refugees and restoration of "the peace and justice that existed in the Holy 
Land before the June war" 

EPS, Geneva 
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JOINT LAITY MEETING CONSIDERS 
SECTION DRAFTS FOR UPPSALA 


(Glion, Switzerland) - Roman Catholic laymen ad theologians had an opportunity 
to read and comment on two important documents which will be presented to the 
World Council of Churches' Fourth Assembly next July. 


They were among 35 participants attending an ecumenical consultation held here 
February 16-18 under the joint seonsoxshig of the Council on the Laity of the 
Roman Catholic Church and the WCC's Department on the Laity. 


The main purpose of the consultation was to receive Roman Catholic comments on 
two preparatory documents for the Assembly: one dealing with "The Worship of 
God in a Secular Age" and the other entitled "Towards a New Style of Living", 
defining problems confronting lay men and women in the: last quarter of the 
20th century. 


At the Fourth Assembly the 800 delegates will be divided into six sections, of 
which these are two. Other sections will discuss international affairs, the 
Church's mission, economic and social questions, and: the catholicity of the Church. 


Joint study and action on laity questions by the Roman Catholic Church and the 
WCC was foreshadowed by decisions taken at Glion. Participants called for a. 
further consultation (at a time and place to be determined) at which concrete 
study-action”proposals could be worked out. They also agreed to consider the 
feasibility of regional collaboration, and to develop plans for a joint world 
conference on a fully ecumenical basis concerned with the witness of Christian 
living in a changing society. 


Co-chairmen of the Glion consultation were Prof. Joaquin Ruiz-Gimenez of Madrid, 
president of Pax Romana~IMICA and a member. of the Laity Council; and Dr. Klaus 
von Bismark of Cologne, Germany, chairman of the WCC' s+ Department on the 


Laity... 


Officers of the two Assembly sections who were present to hear the comments 
included Prof. J.J. von Allmen of Switzerland, the Rev. J.P. .Lee-Woolf of United 


Kingdom, and Mrs. Birgit Rodhe of Sweden. 
EPS, Geneva 


COORDINATION OF YOUTH EFFORTS 
FOR DEVELOPMENT PLANNED 


(Geneva) - How to work more closely with official agencies of the United Nations 
was one of the questions discussed by representatives of eleven international 
Protestant and Roman Catholic youth organisations who met here February 6-9. 


In order to achieve better co-operation on the local and national levels when 
working on questions related to economic development, it was proposed that a world 
seminar be held drawing together national and regional leaders of the eleven 
bodies. The 30 staff members at the Geneva meeting also expressed a desire to 

go beyond the traditional limits of each organisation and confession in an effort 
to serve youth more adequately. 


Representatives came from a number of Roman Catholic youth organisations and from 
the World Council of Churches, the YMCA,. YWCA, World Student Christian Federation, 
and the World Council on Christian Education. EPS, Geneva 
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LATIN AMERICA S.C.M. LEADERS 
HOLD 10-DAY CONFERENCE IN PANAMA 


(Las Cumbres, Panama) - Forty delegates from Student Christian eaneen ania tet, 
over Latin America met here for a- 10-day "Continental Leaders’ Meeting" ’ 
January. 


Purpose of the consultation was to evaluate the present state of Latin American 
university Christian work and to develop plans for.the 1968-72 quadrennium. 


Common problems throughout the region, especially the urgent need for radical 
social and political change, provided the context in which the leaders of 
national movements drew up plans for integrating their efforts in a single 
continent-wide strategy. 


Creation of an effective regional communication network was given a high priority, 
and leadership training was also stressed. 


The World Student Christian Federation was requested to expand its Latin American 
field staff from one to three full-time persons,‘ and to establish’ a Latin 
American leadership training centre on an experimental basis, for a period 

of three years. 


One observer reported the conference “voiced the declining hopes of the present 
youth and student generation about the role of middle-class Protestant churches 
in solving the key human problems of the region, and about the possibility of 
their internal renewal in face of the tightening political control’ in most of 


the countries", 
EPS, Geneva 


DELEGATION FROM CHRISTIAN PEACE CONFERENCE 
VISITS WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


(Geneva) - Representatives of the Christian Peace Conference visited the head~ 
quarters of the World Council of Churches here February 18-19 to discuss in- 
formally with staff members how more effective relations and practical co-opera~ 
tion between the two bodies can be reached. j 


The two differ organisationally in that the WCC is a fellowship of churches and 
the CPC includes churches, peace groups and individuals in its membership.’ 


Both the WCC and the CPC are deeply concerned that in the present world situa- 
tion the Christian.community recognises the urgency of a full, commitment to 
justice and peace. 


In the discussion the participants expressed satisfaction that many theologians 
and laymen are already engaged in’the work of both bodies: and this facilitates 
co-operation, 


Agreement was reached on a pal iey to exchange relevant. study materials. Also 
there will be an official exchange of observers at the coming Assemblies of the 
two organisations. The Third All-Christian Peace Assembly meets in Prague | 
March 31-April 5, and the World Council holds its Fourth Assembly in Uppsala, 
Sweden, July 4-19. 

EPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH COUNCIL/ROMAN CATHOLIC REPORT 
WILL OUTLINE STUMBLING BLOCKS TO UNITY 


(London) - Both the theological differences and the non-theological factors 

which hinder closer unity between Roman Catholics and other Christians will be 
included in a report to be presented in October to the British Council of Churches 
and the Roman Catholic Episcopal Conferences of England and Wales and of Scotland. 


This decision was made at the third meeting of the Joint Working Group of these 
two British bodies held February 7-8 at the Vita et Pax Benedictine Convent at 
Oakwood, North London. 


A paper on the theology of ecumenism presented by Father James Quinn, a Jesuit 
from Scotland, provoked a lively debate. This led to the decision to draw up 

the report. It will state the measure of co-operation that exists across 

Britain, including information about conversations between Roman Catholics and 
other Christians, and will set out the areas of agreement in matters of faith 

and the meaning of mission in the modern world, as well as factors impeding unity. 


The Joint Working Group also heard a presentation on the Directory on Ecumenism 
recently introduced by the Roman Catholic Episcopal Conference of England and 
Wales (EPS No. 1) . This was given by Bishop Langton Fox, auxiliary bishop of 
Menevia (in Wales). 


The Rev. R.M.C. Jeffery of the Church of England's Missionary and Ecumenical 
Council reported on an investigation he is making on local ecumenical experiments. 
He has discovered experiments in 160 localities. In 20 of them Roman Catholics 
are involved with other communions. 


Next meeting of the joint group will be held September 24-25 in the London area. 
EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLICS ENCOURAGED 
TO JOIN YM/YWCA UNITS 


(Providence, Rhode Island) - Roman Catholics in this state have been given per- 
mission, and are being encouraged, to join the YMCA and the YWCA. 


This was made possible through guidelines for Catholics, announced by the Dio~* 
cesan Commission on Ecumenism and approved by Bishop Russell J. McVinney of 


Providence. 


In a preface it is noted: 


"The principles and spirit of ecumenism on the’ one hand and a change of emphasis 
by the YMCA's and YWCA's in the Diocese of Providence over the past several 
years on the other hand have made possible this new attitude towards membership 


in these organisations..." 


The guidelines result from a letter which Archbishop John F, Dearden of Detroit, 

president of the National Conference of Catholic’ Bishops, sent to all members 

of the American Catholic‘hierarchy. . He suggested that each diocese should under- 
take a discussion with its local YMCA and YWCA organisations concerning possible 


co-operation. 
EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES IN FOUR COUNTRIES LEAD 
OUTPOURING OF RELIEF FOR VIETNAM 


(Geneva) - Christian churches in Great Britain, the United: States, Germany 
and the Netherlands are among the many bodies which have issued emergency 
appeals for funds to help victims of the accelerated war in Vietnam. 


Five agencies in Britain have joined forces in the Disasters Emergency Comz 

mittee to raise funds on behalf of victims in both North and South Vietnam, 

regardless of boundaries or politics. Co-operating in the Vietnam Appeal is 
Christian Aid, the relief arm of the British Council of Churches. 


This joint appeal in Britain has been endorsed by the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Dr. Michael Ramsey; John Cardinal Heenan, Archbishop of Westminster; the © 
Rev. H.W. Janisch, moderator of the Free Church Federal Council;* and Rev. W.R. 
Sanderson, moderator of the Church of Scotland. 


By the second day of the drive the fund had passed the £110,000 mark. And the 
committee had already begun sending out authorizations to purchase relief 
supplies in Singapore and Saigon. 


In New York a call was issued last week by the National Council of Churches 

for an immediate $50,000 from U.S. Protestant churches to aid the newly created 
refugees. Church World Service, the NCC's relief. agency, had previously 
pledged $400,000 in 1968 towards Vietnam refugee aid through Vietnam Christian 
Service, Lutheran World Relief and the Mennonite Central Committee. The extra 
funds will be added to this total. 


In Germany it was announced that the Evangelical Church in Germany and the 
Roman Catholic organisation "Caritas" have issued an‘urgent, joint appeal for 
funds to help victims in both parts of Vietnam.. The funds coming to the 
Evangelical Church will be sent through the WCC towards its $500,000 appeal. 


Noting that the churches in Vietnam are doing their utmost to relieve the most 
acute distress, the two agencies cited the need for medicines and food for 
children. The number of refugeés has again risen by 500,000, their appeal stated. 


In the Netherlands, the sum of Dfl. 700,000 ($195,000) for relief work in South 
Vietnam, and if possible for medical work in North Vietnam, is being sought as 
part of the churches’ month-long drive "Come over the bridge" launched on 
February 15. In this effort emphasis is on churches in the Netherlands helping 
the work of churches overseas. The Vietnam project is only one of 140 for 
which the churches are seéking to collect Dfl. 20,000,000. ($5,550,000). 


The World Council of Churches announced on February 15 an appeal for $500,000 
in order to double the ecumenical aid programmes already going forward in North 
and South Vietnam (EPS No. 6). 


EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND FAVOURS MEMBERSHIP 
IN EUROPEAN CHURCH BODY 


(London) - The Church of England will ask for direct membership in the Conference 
of European Churches (CEC), a regional ecumenical body whith includes more than 
80 churches of the Protestant and Orthodox communions. 


The Church Assembly, the official Anglican "parliament", voted the action at 
its spring session after hearing a report from its Missionary and Ecumenical 
Council. Previously the church had participated indirectly in the work of CEC 
through the British Council of Churches. 


The Missionary and Ecumenical Council put the issue bluntly in a proposal to 
the Church Assembly which said: "Our fellow Christians on the Continent do not 
merely desiré our full participation...They ask us to make up our minds to come 
in fully.” 


"The present form of association was understandable and reasonable when the 
conference, which was continental in inspiration, was in process of. formation. 
Now that some years have passed, and the conference is formally established, an 
attitude of half-and-half and wait-and-see is no longer acceptable." 


A delegation of 12 from the British Council of Churches attended the last meeting 
of CEC at Portschach last September. These delegates felt the larger churches 

in Britain should join CEC. They also said that "there were important opportu- 
nities for close co-operation with the Roman Catholics in Europe which could be 
taken" through CEC. 


Even if the larger churches came in, the British Coun¢gil would still act for 


those churches unwilling to become direct participants. 
EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC, PROTESTANT SEMINARIES 
URGE NATIVE LITURGY IN INDIA 


(Bangalore) - Protestant and Roman Catholic seminaries here held a joint con- 
ference on the necessity for Indianization of the liturgy and customs of 
Christians. 


Students and faculty members of six Catholic and Protestant seminaries said a 
religion that smacks of Western influence can never have the correct impact on 
the people of India. They urged the use of Indian languages in the liturgy 
as. the first step in "Indianization". 


They also said that several national festivals now celebrated only by Hindus | 
could be adopted without harm by Christians. They cited Pongal, a harvest: and 
thanksgiving festival in certain parts of South India, as an example. 


The one-day conference, at United Theological College (Protestant), was led by 
Father D.S. Amalorpavadass, director of the Catholic National Catechetical and 
Liturgical Centre here. . 


Participating seminaries besides the host college were the Carmelites' Dharmaram 
College, the Redemptorists' Mount St. Alphonsus, the Franciscans’ St. Anthohy's 


Friary, the diocesan St., Peter's Seminary and Christi. Jyothi College (Protestant). 
EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATOR MUST INSIST 
ON RIGHT USE OF MASS MEDIA 


(London) — The Christian communicator must remind church authorities.that the 
mass media “are not to be used by Christians who crudely or, subtly seek to 
dominate or who love to use “secret language", the Rev. Albert van den Heuvel 
said here last week. 


"As a communicator he has _ keep the media open for all, as a Christian he must 
insist on their proper use.'' He can bear the tension between the two only when 
the Christian community "keeps thinking, studying and speaking about the proper 
use of the media and its common pastorate to all who work in the media". 


Mr. van den Heuvel, director of the WCC Department of Communication, addressed 
more than 60 church and secular communicators participating in the International 
Communications Consultation here February 11=17. Conferees came from Africa; 
Asia, North and South America as well as Europe. 


The Christian communicator "proclaims a Gospel in. which God does not maintain a. 
cosmic totality but guides, acts, promises ‘and calls people in history", the 
speaker maintained. 


He will reletitlessly press for unpopular questions, for expressions of doubt, 
for analysis. He will not stop at anything but the private. intimacy of the basen, 
because he wants to contribute to Nee api M : 


"He will always ask for the voice not often heard. He will let the fanatic speak» 
but not without being questioned. He will let the underdog bark because the op- 
pressed endanger society by not being a partner to its decisions: 


"He is not objective — since objectivity does not really exist - but he will check 
his subjectivity by making as many voices as possible heard." 


In addition to defending freedom of speech, the Christian communicator must make ~ 
known the "voices of prophets and apostles", Mr. van den Heuvel said. Only in 
church services can "the story of the strange God of Israel" be told “in its:ful- 
ness, that is by word and sacrament", he noted. "In the public media it will, take 
public form." . 


The International Communications Consultation is sponsored annually by the Office” 
of Communication of the United Church of Christ’ (USA): This year it was co- 
sponsored by the Board of Missions of the Methodist Church CUB ADS 


Other speakers at the five-day meeting Pmetodea Prof. Hans~Eckehard Bahr of the 
Ruhr University, Bochum, West Gérmany; Sean MacCreamoian; Eire TV, Dublin; the 
Rev. Ralph Moore, United Church of Christ; the Very Rev. F.W. Dillistone of Oriel 
College, Oxford; Victor Koilpollai, director of: the Methodist Publishing House, 
Lucknow, Indias; Fr. Alting von Geusau, director of Ido-c (Information Documenta 
tion on the Conciliar Church) in Rome; and the Rev. Peter A.H. Meggs of the 
Anglican Church House," Toronto. | . 


EPS, Geneva. 
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CHURCHMEN SEEK TO MEDIATE IN. 
BERLIN STUDENT DEMONSTRATION 


(Berlin) - About 8,000 students took part in an anti-war demonstration organised 
last Sunday by the Socialist German Students' Association and other groups. 

They marched down the Kurfiirstendamm singing the ‘International’, shouting Ho~ 
ho~ho-Chi-Minh and carrying hundreds of banners. The police did not intervene. 
There were some skirmishes when young onlookers tore the Vietcong flags and red 
flags out of the demonstrators" hands and burnt them, while other spectators 
applauded. | | 


Originally the demonstration had been forbidden by the Senate of Berlin. An 
attempt by the Church Board of Berlin-Brandenburg (West) to mediate between ‘the 
Senate and the student groups failed. Bishop Kurt Scharf, members of the Church 
Board and the author Giinter Grass called twice on the Mayor of Berlin, Klaus 
Schiitz, asking him to permit a brief, limited demonstration by student groups and 
churchmen, confined to protesting against the Vietnam war. They promised to avoid 
all danger-spots in the city, and to refrain from using force. 


When the Mayor refused permission, the church representatives urged the Socialist 
Students' Association (SDS) and other student groups to abandon the demonstration, 
but they would not. 


Finally church leaders appealed to the whole population of West Berlin to remember 
the demonstrations last June in which a student, Benno Ohnesorg, was killed. 
Bishop Scharf also: sent a letter to all Protestant pastors urging them to pray 

for peace in Vietnam and all over the world at their services. 


The demonstration was prompted by a Vietnam Congress in Berlin, to which SDS 

had invited German and foreign students. When the participants received word of 
the Senate's refusal to allow the demonstration, their spokesman said: "We have 
a state based on justice, but it only functions if we exercise pressure wnon it". 


EPS, Geneva 


YMCA NAMES NEW WORLD SERVICE CHIEF 


(New York) - A man who once served with cha Student YMCA in China has been 
named director of World Service for the International Committee of. the Y¥MCAs 
of the United States and Canada. 


He is Paul W. Moritz, who first went to China in 1939 as a field agent for the 
Far Eastern Student Emergency Fund. This was during the Sino-Japanese war when 
the Chinese colleges were being moved into the interior. 


On his first world service assignment, Moritz went to Chengtu-in 1941 as YMCA 
student secretary at the refugee university centre. Then he became administra- 
tive secretary of the National Student Relief Committee of the China YM-YWCA 
with offices in Chungking. He also served in Peiping and Shanghai, until forced 
to leave China in 1949. 


Mr. Moritz has also been on the staff of the U. S$. National Council of the YMCAs 
in various capacities, most recently as director of extension and urban develop- 
ment. 


As world service executive he succeeds Joel E. Nystrom, who retired on. 
October 31 after 11 years in this position. EPS, Geneva 
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U.S. NEGRO CHURCHMEN SEEK 
TO INFLUENCE CHURCHES' LIFE 


(New York) ~ Negro churchmen's efforts to eliminate racism from U.S. Protestant 
church life are taking sharper organisational form than éver before. 


Recent meetings here and in Cincinnati, Ohio, have led to formation of "black 
power" groups pledged to press the Negro cause within the predominantly. white 
Episcopal and Methodist denominations. 


The interdenominational National Committee of Negro Churchmen formed last 
November has opened an office here and appointed a full-time acting executive 
director. Filling the post until a permanent director can be elected in May' is 
the Rev. J. Metz Rollins, Jr., associate director of the United Presbyterian | 
Church Division of Church and Race. 


The "Union of Black Clergymen and Laymen of the Episcopal Church", formed here 
on February 8, declared that its main goal is to "remove racism in» the church 
and in the community by any means necessary to achieve full participation on the 
basis of equality in policy making, decision making, programme and staffing on 
the parochial, diocesan and national levels". 


In Cincinnati, "Black Methodists for Church Renewal" was voted into being at the 
end of an ad hoc national conference of Negro Methodist clergymen and laymen. 


Emphasizing the determination of the Negro churchmen to stay within the Methodist 
denomination, participants in the conference said they hope the new organisation 
will answer “racism in America and in the Methodist Church". 


Saying that there is a place for “creative disaffiliation" within the church, the 

Negro groups suggested that local. congregations could begin to withhold funds and 

ki hig digs from national programmes to emphasize their dissatisfaction with a 
"second rate" role in the denomination. 


Among those who addressed the ad hoc meeting were Stokely, Carmichael, who coined 
the term “black power", and James Farmer, former president of CORE. 
EPS, Geneva 


GREEK ARCHBISHOP GIVES PERSONAL 
GROUNDS AS BASIS FOR INVESTIGATION 


(Athens) - Archbishop Hieronymous of Athens and All Greece has denied that the 
investigation of Metropolitan Panteleimon by the Holy Synod of the Church of Greece 
had political overtones. es 


In an interview given to Archpriest George Tsetsis, co-secretary for Orthodox 
churches and the Middle East, WCC Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World 
Service, the Archbishop said the accusations against the private life of the 
Metropolitan of Thessaloniki ‘were presented in detail many years ago. Although 
the Metropolitan was ‘challenged to deny them, neither he nor the Holy Synod took 
legal action to refute the charges. 


Archbishop Hieronymous expressed regret that the investigation by the Holy Synod 
occurred at the same time as the house arrest of Metropolitan Panteleimon 

(EPS No. 3), but pointed out that reorganisation of the Church of Greece must not, 
be prevented because of political expediency. EPS, Geneva 
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BOTH SECTORS OF GERMAN CHURCH UNITE 

IN SUPPORT OF DEVELOPMENT AID 

(Berlin/Potsdam) - A resolution calling for aid to developing nations was 
adopted by both the Western section and the Eastern section of the Evangelical 
Church of the Union, The Western section met in Spandau, the Eastern met simul- 
taneously in Potsdam, having been denied government permission to meet im East 
Berlin. 


The joint resolution said the church was concerned “that the rift between rich 
and poor peoples continues to widen". It criticized the "almost unchanged 
structures of the world market and the fight of industrial nations for their 
spheres of interest. 


“Every year, many millions of men die of starvation in developing countries. 
Their cry for bread, justice and peace can no longer be ignored." 


The Western synod asked the West German Government to consider giving more 
effective assistance to developing nations. It mentioned specifically the 
distribution of surplus foods at government expense, offering adequate prices 
for raw materials, and passing a special "development aid tax". 


Development aid should be raised gradually to 2% of gross national product 
and should be distributed on the basis of need rather than the political or 
economic interests of the donors", thé churchmen maintained. 


Delegates to the Western section requested the Council of the Evangelical Church 
of the Union to discuss with students and professors the questions at issue in 
church and society. 


"The Church must not ignore the tremendous unrest -among the--younger generation", 
read the statement adopted unanimously. It pointed. to grave differences and 
dangerous tensions between students, professors and a large section of the 
population. EPS, Geneva 


WILLINGNESS TO NEGOTIATE WOULD 
STRENGTHEN U.S., GERMANS SAY 


(Berlin) - The Western section of the Evangelical Church of the Union adopted a 
resolution at its meeting in Spandau urging both sides in the Vietnam conflict 
to stop fighting and begin negotiations immediately. 


"The people of Vietnam are menaced by extinction", said the statement, citing 
thé recent sharpening of hostilities. As the fighting moves into the towns, 
the last refuge of many people is being destroyed. "Not only those who are 
torturing and killing defenceless people are guilty", but also those who are 
“stirring up this war and trying to justify it". 


The Synod asked Christian churches in the USA to tell their government that 
proof of its readiness to negotiate would strengthen, not weaken U.S. credibility. 
The West German Government was asked to support this concern. 


Attention is drawn to the increasing danger that the conflict may spread to 
other parts of Asia and be waged with weapons “still more terrible”. 


The Synod had earlier rejected as “one~sided" a resolution which expressed 
opposition to the U.S. position only. EPS, Geneva 
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Special Article 


"THE ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT NEEDS ITS SECOND WIND" 


Interview given by Metropolitan Emilianos Timiadis, representative of the 
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, to Father Andreé Babel of the 
Roman Catholic daily Le Courrier de Genéve, 


Question: Is there a crisis in the ecumenical movement? 


Emilianos: Perhaps the word crisis is too strong, since it implies opposition. 
Certainly there is a difficult stage to be surmounted, a delicate transition, 
stage. The ecumenical movement may be said to have reached the end of the first 
lap. After tremendous effort and remarkable concessions, we still are con- 
fronted with the initial problems: the traditions of the churches, and especially 
the self-understanding of the Churches themselves. If we continue going over 

the same ground, the result will be an impasse. | 


Something more is required than greater imagination, It is a question of method. 
Hitherto we have sought to return to the sources, realising this was a very slow 
method. One may ask whether it is not ultimately sterile. In fact, it leads 

to comparison; and there is nothing to prevent us from continuing to make such 
comparisons for centuries. Moreover, who will: ever be able to dissociate himself 
from his own past? On the basis of their long experience, the confessional 
families have acquired forms of piety and ways of worship in which the religious. 
and cultural aspects are closely interwoven. Who will ever be able to say which 
elements of our divisions are non-theological and which are theological? 


Question: Then which method would you suggest? 


Emilianos: I do not think that sufficient attention has been paid to the -sugges- 
tion made by Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras. There is, he says, the stage of 
love. He considers this stage indispensable; that is why he attaches such 
importance to meetings with world Christian leaders in Jerusalem, Constantinople, 
Rome, Geneva and London. But it is not enough for church leaders to embrace one 
another. The decisive stage will come when they accept (in a living and vital, 
way) that the Church is pluriform, and respect the convictions and views of others, 
while preserving the great bulwark of the Christian faith. 


Some people will say this is impossible. If so, why was there intércommunion 
between Catholics and Orthodox Christians until the 17th century? This, despite 
the fact that different doctrines about the Trinity, the role of the Pope, and 
priestly celibacy, had already been formulated. 


The fact that tomorrow I am going to take part in a Catholic liturgy therefore 
takes on not only a formal meaning but also an educational one for Christians. 
Yet how far we are from accepting the Word of God when it comes to us through 

a minister of a different confession! Wheh that is possible, the exchange of 
preachers will enable the People of God to take a big step towards more concrete 
unity. 


(more) 
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The problem of unity is limited too much to its theological and ecclesiological 
aspects. But the One Church is also the Holy Church. ‘We are in danger of 
forgetting this. There can be no unity without holiness, without spiritual 
progress among Christians, without suffering, which today is sadly lacking. 

This is even more’ unfortunate when one thinks of the repercussions these divisions 
have in the non-Christian countries or in countries hostile to the Christian 
message, 


Question: Has the initial impetus abated? 


Emilianos: It was too strong and also too weak. Too weak when it came to exam- 
ining the foreseeable difficulties. Too enthusiastic in that people really 
thought unity would be attained overnight. This proves we do not know ourselves. 


In the Eastern Churches the ignorance about the Catholic Church is still formid- 
able. Opposition crystallises around a few external aspects; we have never 
taken the trouble to study the reasons for those aspects. Even today, when 
serious studies are being undertaken, the basic prejudice is still strong. And 
the same is true for Roman Catholics. How many Catholics have a deep knowledge 
of Orthodox life and tradition, or of the cultural and historical origins of 

the autocephalous movement that is characteristic of Orthodox Churches? 


The presence of Orthodox Churches in the WCC is bringing to Western Christendom 
the voice of the birth-place of Christianity, the voice of the early Councils 
and of the Patristic writings. This affords mutual enrichment, especially for 
the churches in the West. The Eastern Church, through these exchanges, enters 
an experience which has already been tested in the West and benefits from the 

work done by others. 


Just as the nations are trying to reduce the economic barriers between them, 

and eventually to eliminate them altogether, .in order to encourage a fuller 
exchange of goods, so we in the churches may hope for ‘a "Common Market" between 
Christians. Thus in every sphere. - theological, spiritual, service to the world - 
each may be enriched by the wealth of the others. ’ 


Question: Will Uppsala deal with the need for renewal? 


Emilianos: Very strong emphasis will be laid on the social environment of today. 
Can the Church live, and if so how, in the secularized, technological society of 
today? One thing is certain: it is impossible simply to repeat the piety of 
our fathers, or to imitate the religious instruction of the past. 


In the material sphere people today are saturated with prefabricated goods; 

the last thing they want is prefabricated religion. That would be an infringe- 
ment of their liberty, their autonomy. They want to choose for themselves, try 
things out, make their own synthesis. This raises the need for renewal. But 
the problem is to know where the old ends and the new begins, and whether there 
are any permanent values. Perhaps the real problem is to reformulate the old 
so that it is seen in its eternal youth: and freshness, and can be assimilated 
by the people of our time, 


Question: By concentrating on sociology, on modern life, are you not pursuing 
solutions which are bound to be relative? 


Emilianos: This point has already been raised, as a criticism. It is true there 
is danger of a casuistry which claims to be adapted to the needs of our time. 


(more) 
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In fact neither the Gospel nor the Incarnation is a catalogue of answers to all 
needs. But they do give general guidelines. Illuminated by the gifts of the 
Spirit, experiencing both the wealth of tradition and the present life of the 
Church, the Christian must work out his own answers. 


Living the gift of the Spirit today, this is one of the characteristic affirma- 
tions of Orthodox theology...and the Orthodox will be very numerous at Uppsala. 
They will be the largest confessional family present. This is something quite 
new which should mark a turning-point in the ecumenical movement and also a 
confrontation. For many of them will come from Marxist countries where the 

Church is reduced to a marginal position, when it has not been completely exushed. 
But if Christianity is a universal’ gift, it must be possible to live the Christian 
faith under every kind of régime. 


That is the catholicity, of the Church, which must be studied. By its mere 
-_presence, Orthodoxy reminds the Western worid that one cannot work for unity 

in the future without looking back’ to the past, that the Church must draw the” 
scattered fragments together again so as not to build unity solely on the values 
of the West. This task of re~uniting the spiritual values which are today locked 
up in two separate Christian worlds, each with its own theology and its own i eal 
tion, is the difficult ideal confronting the Church of the future. 


Much is also expected of the 15 Roman Catholic delegated ‘observers who will be — 
at Uppsala. They will be able to state their opinions, and be sure of receiving 
very close attention. We realise now that we shail never attain wity without 

one another. 


Question: And the world. Does it expect anything? Or does all this leave — 
the world completely cold? 


Emilianos: The indifference of the world is great, increasing, terrifying. But 
the world is made up of human beings, and many of them are waiting and hoping. 
To them the churches must bring genuine help, not just academic theories. Con~ 
temporary life disturbs people's balance; we shall not help them to regain it 
by giving them abstract prescriptions. The churches must rediscover how to 
share the deepest sufferings of men and women, so as to carry out the diaconia~ 
(service) which their Lord commanded them to practise for the good of the world. 


Admittedly, economic values have assumed excessive importance, but the churches 
must remember the primary importance of spiritual need. And this need must be 

met in the right way. We must listen to the criticism of those Christians who 

want a more effective contribution, a broader analysis, a more comprehensive answer 


_ The Second Vatican Council clearly realised this and so did the Pan-Orthodox 
Conference. It is the training of priests and of Christians that is at stake, 
What characterizes them should be not only worship or the administration or 
reception of the sacraments. But their whole style of life must be proclamation 
or kerygma to use the Greek word. Their whole lives must be forms of teaching, 
didache. Then ali men everywhere will understand the mercy of the Father, 

the truth incarnate in Christ, and the illuminating work of His Spirit. 
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PRESIDENT OF ZAMBIA WILL SPEAK 
AT WORLD COUNCIL FOURTH ASSEMBLY 


(Geneva) - The President of the Republic of Zambia, the Hon. Kenneth Kaunda, 
has accepted an invitation from the World Council of Churches to address its 
Fourth Assembly in Uppsala, Sweden, July 4-19. 


President Kaunda will share the platform with British economist Barbara Ward 
(Lady Jackson) on the evening of July 6. They will speak on the subject 
"Rich and Poor Nations". 


A report on the Assembly programme and speakers was one of the major items on 
the agenda of the World Council's 17-member Executive Committee when it met here 
February 20-23, Sitting with the Committee as ex-officio members were five of 
the WCC's six presidents. Mr. Charles Parlin of New York was unable to attend. 


Also scheduled to address the Assembly at Uppsala are a Jesuit editor, a theo- 
logian from the Missouri Synod-Lutheran Church, and a Pentecostalist. All three 
represent churches not members of the World Council. Their topic will be "Our 
Common Christian Witness". 


The Roman Catholic speaker will be Father Roberto Tucci, editor-in-chief of 
"La Civilta Cattolica", an Italian review published in Rome. Father Tucci 
participated in the writing of Schema 13 on the Church in the Modern World and 
the Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity, which were approved by the Second 
Vatican Council. 


The Missouri~Synod Lutheran is the Rev. Robert Bertram, professor at Concordia 
Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri (USA). The name of the Pentecostalist.is still 
to be announced. 


"The Churches and Human Need" will be presented by the Hon. Z.K. Matthews, 
Ambassador from Botswana to the United Nations, who was former Africa secretary 
for the World Council of Churches. Joining him in the presentation on July 12 
will be Oberkirchenrat Ulrich von Briick of Radebeul, Germany, near Dresden. He 
is the official representative in East Germany for the Protestant relief organi- 
sation known as "Bread for the World". A member of the Synod of the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany, he is vice president of the Diakonia 
Conference and a member of the Protestant Association for World Mission. 


David Kenneth Kaunda is the son of Christian missionaries. His father was trained 
at Livingstonia in Malawi‘and was sent to Lubwa, Zambia as an evangelist for the 
Church of Scotland. Kenneth Kaunda became a teacher and then headmaster at Lubwa 
Training School. Later he held:office in the Africa National Congress, the 

United National Independence Party, and the Pan-Africa Freedom Movement. He was 
Minister of Local Government and Social Welfare in Northern Rhodesia (1962-63) 
before becoming Zambia's President in 1964. He is the author of Black Government, 
Zambia Shall Be Free, A Humanist in Africa, and Nonalignment. 


Reporting to the Uppsala Assembly on recommendations from the 1966 World Confer- 
ence on Church and Society will be M.M. Thomas, director of the Christian Insti- 
tute for the Study of Religion and Society in Bangalore, India, who served as 
chairman of the 1966 conference. He will be joined by Professor André Dumas 

who teaches in the Protestant Theological Faculty in Paris. 


An evening presentation on the Bible and the ecumenical movement will feature the 
Archbishop of York, the Most Rev. F.D. Coggan, and the Rev. J. Mpaayei of Kenya. 


(Photographs are available on request.) EPS, Geneva 
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AMERICAN WOMAN APPOINTED TO EXECUTIVE 
POST WITH WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


(Geneva) - Mrs. Charlotte Browne-Mayers of New York City has been provisionally 
appointed Associate General Secretary of the World Council of Churches and 
Director of its Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service. 


The WCC Executive Committee meeting here last’ week approved the appointment, but 
she must still be finally confirmed as Associate General Secretary by the Central 
Committee meeting in Uppsala, Sweden in July. 


Mrs. Browne~Mayers would be the first woman to hold the position of associate 
general secretary, although two women have headed departments of the Council. 
She succeeds the late Dr. Leslie E. Cooke, who died in New York a year ago after 
a long illness. In the meantime, Dr. Charles W. Arbuthnot has led DICARWS as 
acting director. 


Mrs. Browne-Mayers is presently director of adult education activities -with 
the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey. She has liaison with institutions of 
higher education for the company's public relations department. 


A member of the United Church of Christ (USA), she has served for ten years on 
the Commission on Church and Economic Life of the National Council of Churches 
(USA). In 1967 she was elected to the Executive Committee of the NCC's Division 
of Christian Life and Mission. 


Mrs. Browne-Mayers graduated from Boston University's College of Liberal Arts and 
did further study in its School of Theology and at Columbia University's Teachers' 
College and Graduate School of Business. She directed adult education programmes 
for the YWCA in Brooklyn, New York before going to Jersey Standard, She is 

married to a psychiatrist on the staff of Cornell University Medical College, and 
they have a married daughter. The nominee herself has travelled widely particularly 
in Europe and Latin America. | 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, commented on the new appointment as 
follows: "In principle I have felt that the WCC ought to have a woman in one of 
its highest posts, so I was very glad to have found one with the proper theological 
and administrative experience to handle this largest operational function of the 


Aq 
WCC EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN MEDICAL COMMISSION NAMED 
BY WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


(Geneva) - The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches, meeting here 
February 20-23, appointed 25 members of the Christian Medical Commission which was 
authorized by the Central Committee at its meeting last August. 


Chairman of the commission will be Dr. John Bryant, former assistant dean of the 
University of Vermont's School of Medicine and at present adviser to the Government 
of Thailand on medical education. Vice chairman is Dr. John Karefa~Smart of Sierra 
Leone, Assistant Director General of the World Health Organisation. The Commission's 
member ship includes experts in various fields of medicine, and church leaders in- 
volved in mission and service. 

(more) 
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The director of the Commission will be Mr. James McGilvray of New York City, who 
has served as an administrator of Vellore Hospital and Medical School in India 

and as advisor to the churches on medical strategy in the Philippines and the USA. 
He has conducted several surveys of Christian medical work in Asia and Africa, and 
has been the guiding spirit in consultations on the Healing Ministry of the 

Church and on Health and Salvation. 


Assisting Mr. McGilvray will be Dr. John Hakan. Hellberg from Finland, who has 
been a medical missionary in South-west Africa, worked in Finland, and is now 
assistant director of the German Institute for Medical Mission (Tubingen), and 
Miss Mary Reed Dewar of New York, a nursing sister who worked in China, Angola, 
Rhodesia and Ghana, and has participated in conducting medical surveys in Africa. 


The Commission has been given three tasks: (1) to promote more effective use of 
the churches" resources for medical work through setting up structures for joint 
planning and action; (2) to study the nature of the Christian ministry of healing 
and the problems that confront it in a changing world; (3) to advise international 
and national church agencies about specific projects, needs and priorities. 
Specific areas needing immediate attention are training programmes, exchange of 
personnel, uniform practices in administration and fiscal procedures, and planning 
with government health agencies. 


The work of the Commission will begin on June,1. Its* offices will be located in 
Geneva. The Commission will be responsible both to the WCC Division of Inter- 
church Aid, Refugee and World Service and to the Division on World Mission and 
Evangelism. 

EPS, Geneva 


WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE URGES 
MEDIATION IN NIGERIA 


(Geneva) - The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches has called on 
the Federal Government of Nigeria "to act in accordance with international con- 
ventions so that the humanitarian operations of the International Red Cross can 0 
forward on both sides of the conflict”. 


During the meeting of the Executive Committee held here Febraury 20-23 a report’. 
was made on the difficulties experienced by the World Council of Churches in its 
efforts to deliver medicines and relief to Biafra (Eastern Nigeria) to match what 
had already been supplied to the Federal Republic of Nigeria. 


After a full discussion including the problems of making any possible contribution 
to peace, the Executive Committee agreed to continue seeking ways of making its aid 
and that of member churches available on an equivalent basis to both sides. — 


It also pledged that whenever possible, fraternal visitors would be sent to the 
Christian communities on both sides, where the WCC has member churches. 


Support was expressed for international agencies working to mediate the conflict. 


The Executive Committee urged governments who have supplied arms to the contestants 
to stop this action and proceed in a way that leads to a negotiated settlement. 
African leaders in a position to act effectively were requested to use their 
influence to get negotiations started and to dissuade military assistance from 
outside, 

(more) 
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"Careful attention should be paid to the proposal to offer the services of an 
international police force to provide the necessary assurances of security in the 
first stages of peace-making", the Committee said. 


All peoples involved in the conflict were asked to act in mercy and human com- 
passion. In particular, Christian brethren on both sides were requested to "bear 


a true witness to the Gospel by their acts of forgiveness, penitence, charity 
and reconciliation" 


The Committee pledged to continue to explore every way of working co-operatively 


with the Roman Catholic Church for peace and the relief of suffering caused by 
the war. 


In other actions the Executive Committee: 


— expressed the hope that the United Nations Conference on Aid and Trade in 
New Delhi would achieve a measure of success, in spite of setbacks, urged 
the developed nations to take a "far-sighted, responsible and constructive 
view of world economic need, and urged the developing nations to take a 
realistic view in fixing the level. of their expectations; 


- applauded the decision of the governments of Greece and Turkey to seek a 
solution of minority problems by co-operative measures. 
EPS, Geneva 


W.C.C. RELATIONSHIP WITH ROMAN CHURCH 
NEEDS CLARIFYING, EXECUTIVE BODY TOLD 


(Geneva) - The Executive Committee received a report from Dr. Lukas Vischer, director 
of the WCC's Faith and Order Secretariat, on progress made in the Joint WCC/Roman 
Catholic Working Group. He underlined particularly the increased contacts in -the 
area of laity concerns and the plans for a jointly sponsored consultation on inter- 
national economic development in Beirut. 


Since almost all WCC departments are engaged in collaboration with the Roman Catholic 
Church, he questioned whether this development can continue without clarifying, 

"the general question of the relationship between the Roman Catholic Church and 

the WCC". 


"Tt is decisive that the highest WCC authority, the Assembly, should give instruc— 
tions on how to proceed in future", he Said, expressing the hope that the delegates 
at Uppsala would devote sufficient time to discussion of the matter and would en- 
courage further steps after the Assembly. . 


In view of the fact that contacts have proceeded very rapidly, Dr. Vischer suggested 
that the WCC had a pastoral function with relation to member churches, which in- 
cluded arranging for more consultations between them on issues arising from the 
"ecumenical explosion". 


The Rev. Philip Potter, director of the Division of World Mission and Evangelism, 
told the Executive Committee that Dr. Walter Hollenweger will become secretary for 
evangelism on April 1. One of his special assignments will be to further relations 
with the Pentecostalists and all other churches especially concerned about evange- 
lism. Dr. Hollenweger has been conducting studies on evangelism and particularly 


on the missionary structure of the congregation. (more) 
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Plans were announced for a North American consultation early in 1969 on the rela~ 
tionship between the mission at home and abroad. . Churches in the U.S. and Canada 
have expressed an interést in examining how their involvement in mission abroad 
relates to their mission at home. The WCC division is co-operating in planning 
as part of its emphasis on mission in six continents.’ 


According to Mr. Potter, urban industrial missions are growing at a rapid rate. 
In Asia alone, 50 projects employ more than 200 full-time workers at the present 
time. 


Mr. Potter also reported on a meeting of the Committee on the Church and the Jewish 
People held at Aarhus, Denmark in September 1967. This Committee expressed its 
theological position as follows: 


"Gratefully acknowledging that God's continuing revelation to men has its beginnings 
through the Jewish people, we are bound as members of Christ's Church to be deeply 
concerned with everything that affects that people as a whole. We testify to the 
abiding reality of the Jewish people as an element within the purpose of God. 


"Recent events have underlined to us the necessity for the Church to seek by ail 
possible means to reach deeper levels of understanding of the Jews, of Judaism, of 
the meaning of the State of Israel, and of God's purposes concerning them as 


revealed in the Scriptures." 
EPS, Geneva 


CANADIAN CONTRIBUTION TO MIDEAST 
REFUGEE SITUATION OUTLINED 


(Toronto) ~ Spurred by the growing numbers of persons displaced by hostilities ~ 
in the Suez area in addition to those made homeless by the Arab-Israeli war, the 
Executive Committee of the United Church of Canada has issued a statenient on the 
worsening Middle Bast situation. 


The Executive couples the call for recognition of the State of Israel with a call 
to Israel to withdraw from territories she has occupied by force. 


Israel is urged to permit all displaced. persons to return to their homes, and Arab 
and Israeli governments are earnestly requested "to come together under UN auspices 
to arrange a settlement". 


Turning to the contribution that Canadians can make, the Committee commends the 
Canadian Government for its increased contributions to the United Nations relief 
organisation (UNRWA) and urges United Church members to give generous support to 
the World Council of Churches’ appeal for relief for refugees. The United Church 
of Canada has already contributed $56,622 to the WCC's Mideast appeal. 


A désire was expressed to meet with representatives of the Jewish and Arab communities 
in Canada so that a joint effort may be made on behalf of the refugee problem) 


EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES TO BUY MORE TENTS 
FOR MIDDLE EAST REFUGEES 


(Amman, Jordan) - To help in meeting the needs of the latest flood of Arab 
refugees into’ Jordan, the Near East Council of Churches will join other church 
organisations here in purchasing 500 tents locally. 


The Council will contribute $15,000, which covers the cost of 150 tents. Already 
500 tents bought in Pakistan and flown to Jordan in a joint operation undertaken 
by the government and the NECC are in position at Baka'a, the largest of the new 
refugee camps. 


Other church organisations taking part in the new project are the Lutheran World 
Federation, the Mennonite Central Committee, and Catholic Relief Services. — 


The NECC"’s work for Arab refugees is supported out of funds contributed to the 
World Council of Churches' emergency appeal for $2,000,000 to help war victims in 


the Middle East. 
, EPS, Geneva 


JAPANESE, U.S. CHRISTIANS TO PROBE 
ISSUES OF SECURITY, DEVELOPMENT 


(Tokyo) - Japanese and U.S. church leaders have agreed to probe in depth two 
crucial questions affecting peace in Asia: the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty and 
the relationship of security and economic development. 


Plans for a programme of study that will involve an exchange of preparatory papers 
and a three-day conference of 30 specialists, next September were drawn up by 
representatives of the Japan National Christian Council and the National Council 
of Churches (USA). They met at Oiso Academy February 9-10. 


"Vietnam raises the issues confronting the U.S. throughout Asia", said Dr. Robert 
S. Bilheimer, “namely, nationalism and communism, the relationship between mili~ 
tary security and national development, and international co-operation, Dr. Bil- 
heimer is director of the department of international affairs for the NCC-USA, 


Dr. Masao Takenaka, professor of social ethics at Doshisha School of Theology, 
warned of the danger of "social amnesia" because of the overwhelming complexities 
of modern political issues. He said the primary concern must be for people, 

and criticized the tendency to emphasize military power. 


For the September consultation Dr. Bilheimer, Prof. Yoshiaki Lisaka, and the Rev. 
Sachio Hoshiyama will’ serve as liaison officers for their respective planning 
committees. Scene of the meeting is still to be chosen. 


Americans who attended the planning meeting on their way home from the Assembly 
of the East Asian Christian Conference were Dr. Donald Black, Dr. Eugene Smith 


and the Rev. Newton Thurber. 
EPS, Geneva 
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DUTCH PROTESTANTS .-LAUNCH CO- 
OPERATIVE INTER-CHURCH AID DRIVE 


(Amsterdam) - Protestant churches in the Netherlands have launched a joint drive 
to raise a total of Dfl. 20,686,000 ($5,740,365) on behalf of 140 mission and 
service projects around the world. The Old Catholic Church is also ¢é-operating 
in the drive, which is entitled "Come Over the Bridge". 


Every church member in the country will be visited twice during the week of March 
18 and asked to contribute 1% of his annual income to this Christian effort. 
More than 100,000 persons have been enlisted to conduct the every~-home visitation. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, retired WCC general secretary, gave his full support to 
this impressive inter-chur¢ch aid drive at a press conference held here February 1 
to launch "Come Over the Bridge". 


"The Church has four tasks with respect to the developing countries", he said. 
"We must never forget that it is a missionary church. But it must also give 
material aid to those in need. 


"Another task is to inform its members when they. should provide help for their 
neighbours overseas. And lastly, the Church must witness to governments and other 
secular agencies that the big social and economié¢ problems in the. developing 
countries must be attacked if the needs of the people are to be met." 


The Rev. P.J. Mackaay, chairman of the drive, explained that “Come Over the Bridge" 
is an effort to build bridges between continents, between rich and poor nations, 
but also to strengthen ties between the churches so that one can help the other. 
"Come Over" also brings to mind the Macedonian's call to St. Paul to come with 

the Gospel to Europe, he said. 


Among the projects for which funds are sought are a number which receive support 
from member churches of the World Council of Churches and their agencies. These 
include the Ecumenical Programme for Emergency Action in Africa (EPEAA), the 
Christian Institute in South Africa, the Christian.Committee for Service in Algeria, 
help for churches in Eastern Europe and an agricultural training school in Kythera, 
Greece, as well as the programme funds of the WCC's Division of World Mission, and 
Evangelism. 


Other projects to benefit include medical services, refugee aid, literacy work, 
theological education, leadership training and adult. education, and other programmes 
of the younger churches. 


The visitation will be preceded by an hour-long television programme on Sunday, 
March 17. The needs of Asia and Africa will be laid before the Dutch people by 
the Rev. Philip Potter, director of the WCC Division of World Mission and Evange- 
lism, and the Rev. Budiman of Indonesia. Dr. J. Verkuyl, a leading missions 
professor at Amsterdam Free University, will respond, and a worship service will. 
be conducted by Dick Verpoorte, a Salvation Army officer who has worked in 

Congo Kinshasa. 


Protestant youth will have a drive of their own called "Tens for Teeners" in which 
the target is 10 guilders per person. They will be approached in classes in second- 
ary schools, and their gifts will go towards projects chosen in consultation with 
youth organisations. 

EPS, Geneva 
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U.S. COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
CALLS FOR NEW FOREIGN POLICY 


(San Diego, California) - In a major policy statement, the General Board of the 
National Council of Churches (USA) has called on the U.S. Government to make 
major policy changes to pavé the way for a world peace based on justice. 


The General Board listed several "imperatives" for the U.S. including: stop 
bombing North Vietnam as a prelude to a negotiated peace; avoid provocative 
military actions against Communist China, which has a legitimate interest in 
Asia; press for admission of the Peking Government to the U.N.; create condi- 
tions for co-operation between the U.S. and Communist countries of Eastern Europe, 
the Soviet Union and Cuba. 


The 5,000-word statement, entitled "Imperatives of Peace and Responsibilities of 
Power", was passed by a vote of 100 in favour, 14 against and three abstaining. 


The document also included an enumeration of what were termed mistaken assumptions 
underlying U.S. foreign policy. They were: 


- an oversimplified view of a world divided into two camps, free and 
Communist ; 


- a false and even "arrogant" concept that the U.S. has a unique mission 
- to repel aggression throughout the world, thus fostering false moralism 
and self-righteousness; 


- reliance on military power as the chief means of keeping the peace; 


- the making of unilateral decisions on tHe use of power, although 
collective action is necessary; 


- employment of U.S. power to preserve the status quo, with the frequent 
result of discouraging social change needed in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. 


"Recognising the effective power of military deterrence in the nuclear age, the U.S. 
has placed too much confidence in military might", the statement said. '"Recog- 
nising the need to build and develop nations, the U.S. has oversimplified its 

view of other nations, stressed its own role as peace-keeper to'too great a degree, 
and contributed to the fragmentation of the intérnational community by resorting 

to unilateral decision and action." 


The General Board affirmed the need for "institutions and structures of power 
that will express a world community and serve justice, order and peace among the 
peoples and nations of the world". U.S. power should be directed to helping to 
strengthen such institutions and processes, it said. 


In his report to the policy-making board, Dr. R.H. Edwin Espy, NCC general secretary, 
expressed concern about the 200 dissident Baptists being held in Soviet jails. 


He noted that the militantly conservative sect was "not only fighting the Govern- 
ment but also was fighting its own parent ocd known as the Evangelical Christian 
and Baptist’ Church". 


He said the NCC would expand its scrutiny of religious trends in the USSR through 
gathering and disseminating “authentic information" on the state of religious life 
under communism. EPS, Geneva 
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AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
APPROVES PROPOSAL TO END WAR 


(Sydney) - The Australian Council of Churches has approved a five-point plan 
for ending the war in Vietnam and has voted to send a deputation of churchmen 
to Prime Minister J.G. Gorton for discussions of the Vietnam problem. 


The points are: cessation of bombing in the North; recognition of the National 
Liberation Front (political arm of the Vietcong) as a party in peace negotia- 
tions; limitation of the ground war to the holding of secure areas until a 
military agreement for withdrawal of all foreign troops can be settled; explora~ 
tion of all areas of negotiation to facilitate such troop withdrawals; the 
holding of elections under United Nations supervision. 


The Council's resolution also called for efforts to bring social justice to the 
Vietnamese people through such measures as land reform. 


The Council accepted a committee report. opposing the present Australian laws 


on conscientious objection. fi 
EPS, Geneva 


QUAKER AGENCY SUSPENDS VIETNAM SERVICE 


(Philadelphia) - The American Friends Service Committee is suspending its programmes 
in Vietnam. 


An official said "intensified military operations" have disrupted transportation, 
communications, supplies and all phases of normal civilian life.  "Under.these 
conditions it is impossible for us to oi a he said. 


The staff of the AFSC's child day-care centre and rehabilitation service in Quang 
Ngai have been temporarily removed to Hong Kong. 


Voluntary International Service Assignments has sent its’ personnel to Singapore — 
to await a reassessment of the situation. ~ | EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN STUDENTS IN WEST GERMANY 
WARN AGAINST SUPPRESSION OF S.D.S. 


(Héchst) - The 17th Conference of the Student Christian Movement (Evangelischen 
Studentengemeinde) in the German Federal Republic and West Berlin sent a tele- 
gram to Bishop Kurt Scharf of Berlin, thanking him for his “courageous assistance’ 
at the Vietnam demonstration on February 18 (EPS No. 7). 


The Conference, which represents 115 Protestant student groups in Western Germany, 
passed a resolution opposing the statement made by Paul Liicke, Minister for Home 
Affairs, that if necessary he would prohibit the German Socialist Student. Federa- 
tion (SDS) altogether. 


Without identifying itself with the SDS, the Conference pointed out that it was 
mainly due to this group that the questions of Vietnam, emergency legislation and | 
university reform had been brought home to the general public. The Conference 
termed the Home Minister's statement dangerous, because "it creates a psychological 
atmosphere which conceals the fact that prohibition of the SDS would be undemo- | 
eratie and unconstitutional", The Conference urged that collections be made for SDS. 
EPS, Geneva 
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CRITICS OF W.C.C. OVERLOOK CHURCHES‘ 
ROLE, FRENCH THEOLOGIAN SAYS 


(Paris) - Many of the criticisms levelled against the World Council of Churches 
are the fault of its member churches, "few of which have attained an ecumenical 
outlook", says the dean of the Theological Faculty at Strasbourg, France. 


Writing in the Paris daily Le Monde, Professor Roger Mehl says of the World Council: 
"Admittedly, after 20 years of existence the first enthusiasm has worn off, few 
practical achievements in church union have been effected, and the WCC's efforts 

to help underdeveloped countries look weak owing to its concern to maintain a 
balance between evangelism and social action..." 


But, maintains Professor Mehl, it is not the WCC but its member churches which are 
to blame. They still cling rigidly to their traditions, and are paralyzed by 
their institutions. 


"The WCC can try to arouse them, but it cannot do more than their consensus 
permits. And this consensus often takes the form of a bare minimum, which offers 
little hope for the future. 


"If there is a crisis in the WCC, which will only become clear after Uppsala, it 
is because the churches have changed very little. They are satisfied if they 
obtain a world-wide hearing in and through the WCC, if they are on friendly terms 
with the other member churches, and if they can set up instruments for action and 
can revert to the same themes for discussion, in which progress is practically 
imperceptible." 


Professor Mehl also believes it unfortunate that the churches are more inclined 

to have theologians of a traditional style represent them on ecumenical commissions, 
rather than those "whose studies border on heresy, but who are making a contribu~ 
tion to the renewal of theological thinking". 


The fact that the WCC has a Trinitarian basis of membership does not mean that 
a theological orthodoxy has been formulated once and for all, he says. 


Dr. Blake's report to the Central Committee at Heraklion has been misinterpreted, 
according to Professor Mehl. In talking about the transcendence of God, he 
certainly intended to put people on their guard against certain American move- 
ments known as "the death of God" based upon a radical subjectivism. But those 
who know Dr. Blake realise this was not a sort of integrist rigidity, says the 
French theologian. 


Recalling that the theme of the Fourth Assembly is "Behold, I make all things new", 
Professor Mehl says: "Undoubtedly this theme is regarded by church leaders as 
an imperative for the WCC itself, and they are looking to the Assembly to give 


fresh impetus to the Wcc". 
EPS, Geneva 


FINNISH ECUMENICAL BODY ACCEPTS 
ROMAN CATHOLIC MEMBERS 


(Helsinki) - The Ecumenical Council of Finland unanimously decided at its meeting here 
February 15 to accept two representatives from the Roman Catholic Church. At the 

same time, the Council authorized its Faith and Order department to negotiate with 
those Protestant groups still outside the Council. EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCH'S MISSION TO INDUSTRIAL WORKERS 
ENGAGES JAPANESE CONFEREES 


(Nagoya) - The estrangement of modern man as a result of rapid technological 
progress and the essential role of religion in resolving this estrangement was 
discussed by 55 laymen and clergy who attended the Fourth Urban Industrial. 
Evangelism Conference sponsored by the National Christian Council of Japan. 


After a visit to the Toyota Motors Co. factory, where 30,000 of Toyota's 
63,000 population arg employed, the group returned to the Koromo Lutheran Church 
for a panel discussion. 


"Tt is necessary to lead workers to a right understanding of their environment and 
of their future", said the Rev. Satoshi Hirata of Kansai Labour Evangelism Fellow- 
ship. “One role of the church may be to help them analyze their own problems." 


But another participant asked: "Is the mission of the church really carried on 
for workers?" : While all agreed that Laymen should participate in industrial 
evangelism, it was termed essential to understand human problems and identify with 
the people suffering in the urban industrial world. 


Representatives of local churches reported on their evangelism programmes. 
EPS, Geneva 


GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE 
PLANS CONVENTION IN ATHENS 


(Detroit) - For the first time in its 100-year history, the Greek Orthodox Arch- 
diocese of North and South America will hold its biennial meeting outside the 
Western Hemisphere. 


Members of the central lay and clergy Archdiocesan Council agreed here to hold the 
19th biennial convention of the Archdiocese in Athens, Greece, July 20-27. 


"It will be a pilgrimage convention to tie the life of the church in America in 
with the Orthodox of the Old World", said a Council spokesman. "It will be a chance 
for us, and our youth delegates to rebaptize ourselves in our tradition." 


Archbishop Iakovos, head of the 1.8 million-member archdiocese, said he hoped the 
convention would be one of mutual inspiration to his own archdiocese and to Arch~_ 
bishop Hieronymos, Primate of Greece. 


In other actions, the Council: 


~ revealed plans to build a $3 to $5 million archdiocesan centre in New 
York City and appointed a commission to seek a site; 


~- authorized the publishing of a bi-lingual New Testament, expected to cost 
$100,000. A spokesman said the Koine or New Testament Greek will be used, 
and thus the volume may be of use to students of the New Testament other. 
than Greek Orthodox; 


- set up new guides for youth work, calling for creativity with "strong 
national programme materials from New York" emphasizing projects for 
youth and not just gimmicks to get them into the churchy 


- launched a new pension fund, raising the base from $37,000 to $100,000; . 


= announced addition of 10 more parishes for a totai of 478. EPS, Geneva 
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A.A.C.C. LISTS $979,637 WORTH 
OF NEW PROJECTS 


(Lusaka, Zambia) - Just under one million dollars worth of additional projects have 
been added to the list of those approved by the Ecumenical Programme for Emergency 
Action in Africa (EPEAA) for support by organisations around the world. 


The EPEAA Committee, after studying new project applications and reviewing old ones, 
has agreed to approve the listing of new and revised projects in 17 countries in 
Africa. The sum of $979,637 is sought for both refugee and development projects. 


This new Listing brings to 26 the total number of countries where money channelled 
through EPEAA is at work. 


One country which has not appeared on the list before is the Malagasy Republic 
(Madagascar). The committee approved the listing of $28,000 for a special programme 
to manufacture and distribute rice weeders. To assist in the fight against hunger 
and malnutrition, the Evangelical Church of Madagascar has embarked on a programme 
of designing and making simple agricultural tools. Among them is a rice weeder 
which enables the farmers to upgrade their rice production. These tools are made 

in the church's workshops. where jobless young men are trained. A pilot distribu- 
tion project has been carried out, and the church now wishes to begin a larger 
distribution on a subsidized basis. 


Among other programmes approved for listing are two in Malawi, which have received 
complete governmental approval. They are the Christian Service Committee Develop- 
ment Project and the Private Hospital Association of Malawi (PHAM). The CSC 
Development Project is for $167,760. The approval and listing of these two projects 
assures that all of the funds and materials donated to the previously listed pro- 
gramme will be adequately utilized. 


EPEAA is a special programme of the All Africa Conference of Churches for which the 
African churches and the WCC's Division of Interchurch Aid, Refugee and World 
Service are seeking to raise $10,000,000 by 1969 for refugee and development work 
in the emergent countries of Africa. This programme is a supplement to the 
existing expenditures of mission boards and inter-church aid agencies. Projects of 


a pioneering nature are a feature of the EPEAA. 
‘ EPS, Geneva 


RADIO VOICE OF GOSPEL BEGINS 
TESTING IN FAR EAST 


(Addis Ababa) - Extension of Radio Voice of the Gospel broadcasts into.the Far East 
in the national Chinese language of Mandarin will add a potential 500 million 
listeners to the station's audience. 


Technical investigations have indicated good reception over a wide area. The signal 
beamed from Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, will cover mainland China, Malaysia, Singapore, 
Borneo, the Philippines and Taiwan. 


Information gathered in recent years indicates that there are some 15 million 
short-wave receivers on mainland China, with many people listening to each set. 


RVOG programmes are broadcast in 19 languages throughout Africa and the Middle East. 
Built by the Lutheran World Federation, RVOG is affiliated in broadcasting with 
the Co-ordinating Committee for Christian Broadcasting (CCCB). EPS, Geneva 
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IN BRIEF 


By a decision of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, the Metropolis 
of Thyateira and Great Britain and its exarchates of Sweden, Norway, Iceland, 
Ireland and Malta have been elevated to the rank’of an Archdiocese. Its in- 
cumbent, Metropolitan Athenagoras of Thyateira, has been raised to the rank of 


Archbishop. 


* * * 


Father Gregory Baum, OSA, a noted Roman Catholic ecumenist, is closing his centre 
for ecumenical studies at St. Michael's College in Toronto, Canada after seven 
years. He said world and Canadian ecumenism is now so much “the thing” that there — 
is no longer a need for it. St. Michael’s, a Catholic school, co-operates with 
Anglican, United and Presbyterian colleges in the Toronto Graduate School of 
Theological Studies. 


* * * 


The Commission of the Baptist Union in the Netherlands decided, in view of the — 
many negative reactions received from local parishes, not to propose to its 
General Assembly that the Baptist Union join. the national council of churches in 
process of formation. On the local level there are so many questions with regard 
to the action that the Commission said it could not answer them prior to the 
General Assembly. Further consultation with the parishes is necessary. 


* * * 


Archbishop Hieronymos of Athens and All’ Greece has decided to establish a new 
Pan-Orthodox Centre in the Monastery of Pendeli, a few kilometres outside of 
Athens. The centre will be the scene of conferences. and other church meetings. 
For this purpose new buildings will be erected within the courtyards of the — 
monastery. 


* * * 


A medical team of three doctors and three nurses has gone to aid war-stricken 
civilians in the Federal Republic of Nigeria. The team was recruited by the 
Medical Mission Council of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (USA), but will 
serve without denominational identification under the International Committee of 
the Red Cross. On arrival in Nigeria they will join an English nurse and an 
American hospital administrator, then break up into two mobile medical units. 
Leader of the team is Dr. P.S.S. Martin of India, who is currently on leave from 
a surgical residency programme at the University of Manitoba. 


%. * * 


Dr. F. Baron van Asbeck of Leiden, the Netherlands, the first president of the 
WCC's Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, died February 9 at 

the age of 78. He had taught international law in Djakatta and Leiden, was a 
member of the European Court for Human Rights, and was also a member of the Perm- 
anent Mandates Commission of the League of Nations. 


* * * 
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ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 
ATTACKS IMMIGRATION BILL 


(London) - Great Britain's new Commonwealth Immigrants Bill has been strongly 
attacked by Dr. Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury, as a piece of legisla- 
tion which “involves the country in breaking its word". 


The Anglican leader was among several churchmen voicing protests to the measure. 
His stand, presented in a statement on behalf of the National Committee for Common- 
wealth Immigrants, which he serves as chairman, was quickly seconded by John 
Cardinal Heenan, Archbishop of Westminster. 


The new legislation placed restraints on citizens of the United Kingdom and 
colonies who hold British passports and want to come to live in Britain. The Bill 
is aimed particularly at the situation concerning the approximately 200,000 Asians 
who now reside in East Africa. 


The National Committee's protest declared: '"'As the proposals of the new Bill con- 
cerning Asians in East Africa bear considerably upon race relations within this 
country the committee grievously regrets that there was not consultation about 
certain effects of the Bill upon the work with which it is charged". 


The committee called for alteration of the measure on several points, including 
lifting of permitted entry numbers and removing a clause which was attacked as 
placing a racial classification in British law for the first time. 


Dr. Ramsey declared that the Bill "introduces into the controls a measure of in- 
justice and indeed bad faith, which unless it is considerably modified, can do 
the gravest harm to the progress of community relations". 


Cardinal Heenan, in a letter to the Times, cited the "generally accepted belief 
that in 1963 the British Government of the day offered full United Kingdom citizen- 
ship to those unwilling to accept citizenship of Kenya after independence". 


"Whether or not it was fully appreciated at the time", the Catholic prelate said, 
"such citizenship includes.the right of entry and permanent residence in this 
country". 


Among others protesting the legislation was Anglican Bishop John A.T. Robinson 
of Woolwich, who called the Bill "the last straw'’ and announced his resignation 
from the Labour Party. EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN-MOSLEM TENSION 
ON INCREASE IN INDONESIA 


(Djakarta) - Indonesian government officials here are increasing a campaign of 
appeals for religious tolerance between the nation's Moslems (90 per cent of the 
population) and its Christian communities. 


Clashes between Moslems and Christians have been occurring with growing frequency 

since October 1967. The first incident reportedly took place in Makassar, Southern 
Celebes, where Moslems attacked Protestant and Roman Catholic churches following 

a report that a Christian school teacher had said that Mohammed committed adultery. 


Later, a Christian cemetery in Padang, Central Sumatra, was damaged and coffins 
dug up. Elsewhere churches have been damaged.and Christian clergymen have been stoned. 
EPS, Geneva 
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WORLD BANK PRESIDENT DISCUSSES 
DEVELOPMENT PROBLEMS AT UNCTAD 


(New Delhi) - Shortcomings of both developing and developed countries were attacked 
here in a forthright address to the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop- 
ment (UNCTAD) by George D. Woods, president of the World Bank. 


Accusing the developed countries of basing their aid more in terms of sales of 
capital equipment than on the fundamental problems affecting people, he said: 

"They have favoured big construction which has required sales of big items of 
heavy equipment. They have delayed the attack on the fundamental problems of agri- 
culture, of population growth and of education", 


The UNCTAD sessions moved into their final weeks with a concentration on committee 
work, Five main groups were dealing with: commodity problems and policies; expan- 
sion and the diversification of exports of manufactures of developing countries; 
growth and development, finance and aid; problems of developing countries in regard 
to invisible exports such as shipping, tourism and insurance, and trends and pro- 
blems in world trade and development. 


In his address, the World Bank president accused international organisations of 
being in danger of disappointing the publics which support them. He referred to 
the risk of their contributing more to verbiage than to new ideas and useful 
activities. 


Also citing the risk of a continual multiplication of new organisations, Mr. Woods 
said that "in the end, the sight of so many hands outstretched from so many 
different directions in gestures of either help or supplication must lead to con- 
fusion and bewilderment”. 


A differing view, however, was expressed by Dr. Madeleine Barot, a member of the 
observer team sent to the UNCTAD sessions by the World Council of Churches' Com- 
mission of the Churches on International Affairs. 


Dr. Barot, Secretary for Development Education of the WCC Division of Inter-church 
Aid, Refugee and World Service, maintained that proliferation also can be seen 

as a sign of interest. In the World Council every department sees development as 
its business, she noted, adding that this is healthy because it deepens the message. 


Issue also was taken by Dr. Barot with a priority of solutions suggested by 

Mr. Woods. Among these were increased yields in agriculture through the availabil- 
ity of fertilizers at low cost; fortification of nutrition programmes through 
high crop yields containing high protein and calorific values; the development 

of water resources from the sea, and curbs in population growth. 


"Parallel to this list", she said, "should be education, especially technical edu-~ 
cation; technical training; social development; ability to change social structures 
and ability to find new ways to govern a country". She also called attention to 
the need for land reforms in places such as Latin America and India. 


Commenting on church participation in the UNCTAD sessions, Dr. Barot said that the 
observer status given to the WCC carried with it "frustrating limitations". 
"However", she said, "the role of the World Council of Churches will not be in 
the conference but afterwards, to discover and say what has been left out and to 
remind people that development is global work". 


(more) 
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In this regard, Dr. Barot called attention to the first conference on world 
economic development sponsored jointly by the WCC and the Roman Catholic Ponti- 
fical Commission Justice and Peace April 21-27 in Beirut. 


Speakers at the conference included the Rev. Father Henri de Riedmatten, perma- 
nent observer of the Holy See to the United Nations in Geneva. In an address 
which drew heavy applause, Father de Riedmatten called on'the delegates to keep 
the cause of humanity foremost in their thoughts and to recognise their responsi- 
bilities in the effort for justice and peace. 

EPS, Geneva 


WCC GENERAL SECRETARY WELCOMES 
GERMAN SYNOD VIETNAM STATEMENTS 


(Hannover) - Statements on the Vietnam war by different German Synods were wel- 
comed here by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches. 


Speaking to journalists during a reception given in his honour by Lutheran Bishop 
Hanns Lilje of Hannover, Dr. Blake declared that "a military solution no longer 
has any meaning'’ in the Vietnam situation. 


The WCC executive pointed out that the Council continues to seek opportunities 
for new peace initiatives. At the same time, he noted that past statements made 
by the WCC on the Vietnam conflict are still applicable. 


Dr. Blake was here for a special press meeting sponsored by the Evangelical 
Church in Germany in connection with the forthcoming WCC General Assembly at 
Uppsala, Sweden. 


Meanwhile, a statement on Vietnam by the Synod of the Evanglical Church of the 
Union (EKU) (EPS No. 7), drew the support of Dr. Ernst Wilm, président of the 
Evangelical Church of Westphalia. 


The statement, which described the continuation of the war as a menace to world 
peace and the future of mankind, was not directed specifically against Americans 
as some have charged, Dr, Wilm said. He maintained it was addressed to "all who 
have to do with the war in Vietnam, We who are passive spectators, doing nothing» 
about it and perhaps agreeing with it” 


The churchman also criticized the Federal Republic of Germany's reserved attitude 
concerning Vietnam, noting that in other matters involving relations with the 
U.S. Bonn is "not so cautious". 


"Many of us find it hard to bear",he said, "that our government is so obstinate in 
its attitude to the U.S. on the question of the limitation of atomic weapons, but 
so sympathetic with the U.S. about the problem of ending the war in Vietnam." 

EPS, Geneva 
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GREEK ORTHODOX TRIBUNAL 
DEPOSES METROPOLITAN 


(Athens) - An ecclesiastical tribunal convened by the Holy Synod of the Orthodox 
Church of Greece has issued a unanimous decision deposing Metropolitan Pante- 
leimon of Thessaloniki from his episcopal throne on grounds that he had lost his 
"sood reputation and necessary prestige". 


The 65-year-old churchman, Metropolitan of Salonika for 17 years, was brought 
before the tribunal on charges not made public (EPS Nos. 3 and 7). Archbishop 
Hieronymos of Athens and All| Greece has denied reports that the charges had 
political overtones. Accusations against the private life of the Metropolitan 
were presented in detail many years ago though no legal action ensued, the 
Archbishop noted. 


Metropolitan Panteleimon, who pleaded not guilty before the tribunal and refused 
the efforts of two of its members to persuade him to resign, declared at hearing 
the verdict against him: ''Brothers, I served the church for 40 years and my 
diakonia has been clean". He said that in spite of the decision he still considers 
himself Metropolitan of Thessaloniki. 


The Metropolitan's relations with the Greek military regime have been strained 

for several months and he was placed under house arrest in January because, accord- 
ing to rumours, he refused to officiate at ceremonies attended by regime representa- 
tives. 


Archbishop Hieronymos has expressed regret that the house arrest and Holy Synod 
investigation of the Metropolitan coincided, but said that reorganisation of the 
Church of Greece must not be slowed down by political expediency. 


Following the tribunal's decision, the Holy Synod issued a statement saying the 
body had returned the verdict "with great sorrow". It said that after hearing 
the Metropolitan's defence it judged that "his prestige has not been rescued 

in order to continue his pastoral duties". 


Metropolitan Panteleimon maintained that the law under which he was charged was 
designed "to introduce a new kind of crime for those who have got the third 
degree of priesthood". He referred to the law passed in December by the Greek 
regime which states that "any churchmen who have manifestly lost) their outside 
good reputation and necessary prestige are deposed..." 


The Metropolitan said he, intended to protest the decision in telegrams to Ecu- 
menical Patriarch Athenagoras of Constantinople, the World Council of Churches, 
the United Nations Commission on Human Rights and the theological faculties of 
Athens and Thessaloniki, with copies to the Greek Ministry of Education and Cults. 
it. EPS, Geneva 


DAY OF PRAYER HELD IN SAIGON 


(Saigon) - March 1 was described by the South Vietnam Government as a national day 
of prayer and mourning for the thousands of soldiers and civilians killed in the 


Tet (New Year) offensive. 


Largé crowds attended two commemorative services at which President Thieu, Vice- 
President Ky, and other members of the government were present. Some 3,000 
attended the service in the Unified Buddhist Church and the Roman Catholic Cathe- 
dral was filled to capacity. EPS, Geneva 
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WSCF PROTESTS SOUTH AFRICA 
BANK RELATIONS, WITHDRAWS FUNDS 


(New York) - The World Student Christian Federation is withdrawing its account 
from the First National City Bank of New York in protest against the bank's 
continuing membership in a ten-bank consortium financing a $40 million revolving 
credit for South Africa. 


The WSCF made the announcement on March 5 through its New York office. Head- 
quarters of the world student organisation are in Geneva, Switzerland. 


The Rev. Risto Lehtonen, WSCF North American secretary, said that a large part of 
the organisation's financial operations has been handled through the New York | 
bank for the past 50 years. Present balance was given as $120,000. 


The Federation took the action in response to a request from the University Christ- 
ian Movement, its American member body; Mr. Lehtonen said. 


The WSCF spokesman estimated that over $24 million has been withdrawn from First 
National City Bank and the Chase Manhattan Bank in the past two years because of 
their involvement in South Africa. The most recent action came on February 8. 
when the Methodist Board of Missions informed the First National City Bank that 
it would proceed to implement its decision to transfer a $10 million investment 
portfolio to another bank. 


In a letter to the WSCF membership, the officers said: "We recognise the inter- 
relatedness of banks that engage in international transactions, and that there- 

fore our disengagement from support of apartheid in South Africa is only relative. 
For international organisations like the WSCF, complete disengagement is a practical 
impossibility. But we are convinced that, in this as many other instances, 

limited action is not without moral and political significance". 


The officers urged national student movements to consider taking similar action, 
and said the world body would re-examine its banking involvements in Europe, 
in "discussion with other ecumenical and church bodies". 

EPS, Geneva 


THEOLOGY OF TRANSCENDENCE DRAWS 
FIRE OF YOUNG FRENCH CHURCHMEN 


(Geneva) ~ The president of the Youth Department of the French Protestant Federa- 
tion, Daniel Galland, has questioned the theological position expressed by 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary in his report to the Central Com- 
mittee last August. 


i. an open letter Mr. Galland criticized particularly the concept of God's 
transcendence" and Dr. Blake's affirmation that rejection of a transcendent God 
constitutes a threat to the ecumenical movement. 


ry adopting such a categorical attitude, says Mr. Galland, the general secretary 
bars the way to all further enquiry... and if this were to be the theological 
line adopted by the WCC, many people in France would ask themselves: . is the WCC 
a place where research on theological issues is still possible? 


EPS, Geneva 
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SEVEN U.S. RELIGIOUS GROUPS 
JOIN ‘FAIRNESS DOCTRINE' CASE 


(Chicago) - Seven national religious bodies today filed a brief with the Seventh 
Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals here supporting the Federal Communications 
Commission's right to enforce certain sections of its Fairness Doctrine with 
new rules promulgated last July. 


The brief was filed amici curiae in an action brought by the Radio Television 
News Directors" Association, CBS, NBC and others against the FCC. Briefs filed 
amici curiae are those written by persons not directly involved in lawsuits but 
interested in the principles being litigated. 


The broadcasters and the FCC agreed to the participation of the religious bodies. 
They are: Office of Communication, United Church of Christ and the United Church 
Board for Homeland Ministries; Board of National Missions, United Presbyterian 
Church in the USA; National Division, Methodist Board of Missions; General 
Board of Christian Social Concerns; The Methodist Church; the American Jewish 
Committee and the National Catholic Conference for Interracial Justice. 


Under attack are two FCC rules. One requires stations to permit persons attacked 
on its programmes to respond. The other requires reasonable opportunity to 
respond for candidates who are opposed on station editorials. 


The networks contend that such requirements violate their rights of free speech 
guaranteed under the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. 


In arguing that freedom of speech is not restricted by requiring the broadcasting 
of balanced views, the brief contends that "a person deprived of the right to 
speak in answer to a personal attack must have a public remedy directed to the 
merits of his individual complaint at a time when it is still possible to answer 
effectively. 


"Of course broadcast licensees have repeatedly argued that commission regulations 
infringe on their rights of free speech. In response the courts have repeatedly 
pointed out the public channels are not the private prerogatives of the licensees, 
and therefore must be regulated to protect the public interest." 

EPS, Geneva 


AUTONOMOUS METHODIST CHURCH 
FORMED IN CUBA 


(Havana) - A new Methodist Church came into being in Havana on February 2-4 with 
the formation of the autonomous Methodist Church of Cuba. The occasion was marked 
by the election of bishops and a public service attended by an overflow crowd in 
Havana's University Methodist Church. 


The new church was constituted from the former Cuba Annual Conference of The 
Methodist Church. It has about 9,000 members, and is served by 54 pastors. Though 
it has severed its organic link with American Methodism (the Cuba Conference was 
formerly part of the Florida Area of Bishop James W. Henley), Cuban Methodism 

still has ties with the U.S. church through an affiliated autonomous relationship. 


As their episcopal leader delegates to the constituting conference of the Metho- 

dist Church of Cuba chose the Rev. Armando Rodriguez who has been administrative 

assistant to Bishop Henley and chairman of the cabinet of The Cuba Conference. 
EPS, Geneva 
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DR. TRACY STRONG, NOTED YMCA 
PIONEER, DIES AT AGE OF 80 


(Olympia, Washington) -'Dr. Tracy Strong, former secretary general of the World 
Alliance of YMCAs, died at his home here on March 3. The well-known pioneer of 
the world movement was 80. : r2taatom 


Dr. Strong held the secretary general post from 1937 until his retirement in 1953. 
For several years after his retirement he continued to travel widely and to main- 
tain contact with YMCA programmes. ; 


Born August 6, 1887, in Mt. Vernon, Ohio, Dr. Strong studied at Oberlin College 

and started his YMCA career as boys' work secretary in Seattle, Washington, in 
1908. In 1924 he joined the staff of’ the World's Committee of the YMCAs in Geneva, 
became boys' work executive secretary from 1926:to 1937 and was elected secretary ~ 
general of the world movement at the World Conference of ‘the World's Alliance 

at Mysore, “India. 


In all parts of the world Dr. Strong initiated and organised "International Older 
Boys Camps'' and he alse was the organiser of several world conferences. At the 
outbreak of World War II in 1939, he founded the War Prisoners' Aid of the YMCA. 


For his wartime service, Dr. Strong received decorations from the Prince Regent 
of Belgium, the Chevalier de 1'Ordre de Leopold II, in August 1947, and the 
Polska Restituta from the Polish government in March’ 1948. He was made Cheva- 
lier of the Legion d'Honneur in 1949, and in’1954 the Federal Republic of Germany 
decorated him with the Grosse Bundesverdienstkreuz. 


He is survived by his wifes; two sons, the Rev. Robbins Strong of Geneva, who 
joined the staff of the World Council of Churches Division of World Mission and 
Evangelism as secretary for Joint Action for Mission last January 1, and Tracy, Jr. 
of Orange, California; and one daughter, Mrs. Robert Harmon of Cranford, New 
Jersey. 


A memorial service for Dr. Strong was held in John R. Mott House, Geneva on 


March 6. EPS, Geneva 


REPORT ON ANGLICAN-PRESBYTERIAN RELATIONS ISSUED 


(London) - Suggestions for future action in the field of Anglican-Presbyterian 
relations in England are contained in "Relations between the Church of England 
and the Presbyterian Church of England", a report published February 15. 


The report was prepared by a joint committee under the chairmanship’ of the Bishop 
of Bristol, Dr. Oliver Tomkins, and the Rev. Ernest W. Todd. 


It includes an examination of the kind of basis on which a united church might 
be established and an outline of the present position of inter-church negotiations. 


Actual steps towards union have not been under negotiation and the report does not 


ask for any immediate decision, but principles of agreement are carefully considered 
and alternative possibilities of achieving unity are examined, 


EPS, Geneva 
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NCC BOARD APPEALS 
TO BOTH SIDES IN WAR 


(San Diego, California) - A resolution on Vietnam adopted by the General Board 
of the National Council of Churches here welcomed recent U.S. assurances that 
nuclear weapons will not be used in the conflict, warned against further 
"Americanization" of the war, and appealed to Hanoi for "restraint". 


"The Americanization of the war appears to grow in serious measure" the policy- 
making body said. "There are many statements calling for intensification of the 
U.S. military effort. Assurances by General Wheeler that atomic weapons will 

not be used at Khe Sanh lead us to welcome and support the reported statement 

of President Johnson that the use of nuclear weapons has at no time been considered 
or recommended... 


"Further intensification of the U.S. military effort, whether by invasion of Laos 

or Cambodia or North Vietnam or by large increase of manpower or firepower appears 
to us to be futile, tending to the destruction rather than the attainment of U.S. 

objectives in Vietnam." 


An appeal was issued to North Vietnam to exercise restraint in relation to the 
hostilities at Khe Sanh, and to “initiate in its own way the stabilizing of the 
present confrontation in the South even as talks are in preparation or under way". 


Noting that Hanoi has said "meaningful talks will take place once the bombing 
stops", the resolution asked for a cessation of U.S. bombing in the North, re- 
cognising risks but realising that the step would "provide a definitive test of 
Hanoi's integrity". It also asked the U.S. to restate its willingness to nego- 
tiate with all parties in the conflict and to permit the arrangement of a cease- 
fire by some international agency. 


The Board urged churches to continue to study and debate the Vietnam issue and 
"to resist hardening of attitudes". Churchmen were asked to inform legislators 
and other elected officials on their attitudes, especially in this election year. 


International travel should be encouraged and increased rather "than subjected 
to economic restrictions", the Board said in response to the Johnson Administra- 
tion's proposal to tax Americans travelling outside the Western Hemisphere as a 
step to slow down the flow of gold abroad. 


The NCC resolution maintained that foreign travel promotes cultural understanding 
and peace, and that the "problem of the balance of payments should be dealt with 


by other means". 


A brief statement was passed expressing "shock and outrage" over South Africa's 
sentencing of 30 South-west Africans tried retroactively under the Terrorism Act 


of 1967. 


On domestic issues, the Board declared that the United States faces its "most 
threatening" crisis in years and directed its staff to take steps towards imple- 
menting an action programme to ward it off. 


A special order unanimously approved by the Board warned that "we rapidly approach 
the brink of armed conflict in our cities". 


(more) 
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Measures to enable churches to help solve the situation included: creation of 

a special communications network to inform rapidly church councils and other 
religious bodies of crises or anticipated crises, a programme for supplying 

funds in the form of grants where appropriate and a strong move towards encourag- 
ing and developing adult education in churches on the situation. 


Dr. R.H. Edwin Espy, NCC general secretary, said steps have been taken to allo- 
cate $200,000 in council funds for the programme and to reassign staff for the 
work. 

EPS, Geneva 


"CHRISTIAN MATRIMONIAL AGENTS" CONFER 


(Tokyo) - "Hunting for husbands is a difficult task for Christian girls", com- 
mented an experienced matchmaker in Japan,.as members of the Family Life Committee 
of the National Christian Council (Kyodan) conferred with "Christian matrimonial 
agents" from various denominations. 


The committee, which is concerned with the education of young adults who want 

to establish Christian homes, knows the problems young people face.in. finding. 
Christian partners and realises the need to make effective use of. these "agents", 
who are mainly volunteers from among church women. 297 


In almost every Japanese denomination, there are a few small committees for this 
purpose. For instance, the Kyodan has a committee in each district. ..In the 
Episcopal Church there are "Isaac and Rebecca" groups. The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church deals with the problem in its department of social welfare. 


These committees make out a card for each client and arrange a meeting date. 
Yet most committees are now unable to make adequate arrangements because they 
have more girls than boys - the rate being as high as six to one. 


"Generally speaking, Christian girls want to marry Christians, but Christian boys 
do not necessarily want Christian girls because they are optimistic about the 
possibility of their partners becoming Christians", was one observation. 

EPS, Geneva 


ATHENS PRIESTS END DUTY 
IN GREECE'S REMOTE AREAS 


(Athens) - About 100 Greek Orthodox priests are returning to their posts in 
Athens and surrounding communities after serving for six months in the more 
remote villages of Greece. 


The temporary "tour of duty" had been ordered by Archbishop Hieronymos, Primate 
of Greece, so that village churches which had remained closed because of a 
clergy shortage could be re-opened. 


For six months the visiting priests revived for the Greek Orthodox the outward 
expression of their religion. They celebrated the liturgy and ‘distributed 
Communion on a normal basis. 

EPS, Geneva 
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IN BRIEF 


Patriarch Justinian, prelate of the Orthodox Church of Roumania, plans to pay 
a return visit at the beginning of May to Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras of 
Constantinople. Last October the latter visited the Orthodox Church of 
Roumania during his six-week tour of Europe, during which he called on Pope 
Paul VI, the World Council of Churches and the Archbishop of Canterbury. 


CORRECTIONS: In EPS No. 7, 22nd February, first line in story titled "Co-ordina- 
tion of youth efforts for development planned", should read: "How to work more 
closely with official agencies of the United Nations was one of the questions 
discussed by representatives of eleven ecumenical and Roman Catholic youth organi- 
sations who met here on February 6-9". 


In EPS No. 8, 29th February, third line paragraph 5 in story titled "W.C.C. 
relationship with Roman Church needs clarifying, executive body told", date of 

Dr. Walter Hollenweger's appointment should have been March 1. He is succeeded as 
secretary in the Department of Studies on Mission and Evangelism by the Rev. Steven 
G. Mackie, who has just completed a four-year assignment as secretary for the 
special Study on Patterns of Ministry and Theological Education in the Division 

of Studies. 
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PHOTO OILKOUMENE 
2hotos shown on the two following pages are of recent events in the life of the 

World Council of Churches but also depict ongoing activities of its member churches. 
They are intended for use by editors of newspapers and other periodicals aa [ 

may be ordered by anyone interested in telling the story of the ecumenica’ move : 
ment in church or other groups. Cost of each photo is: Stes 10/-d, Sw.Fr.5.40,DM 


(196) Swedish artist Olle Hellstrém has given a modern treatment to the traditional 
World Council ship. The emblem of hammered copper measuring 4 metres (13 feet) 
will be the focus of attention in Fyris Hall at Uppsala, Sweden where delegates 
will convene for the 4th WCC Assembly next July. The Swedish Ecumenical Council, 
host to the Assembly, has indicated the symbol will be given to the WCC for its 
Geneva headquarters. (197) In Mr. Hellstrom's conception, the cross and the 
ecumenical ship have become one. The vertical beam of the cross is also the mast 
of the ship, with the horizontal beam representing the horizon. The sail symbolizes 
the spirit at work in our midst and the circumference the world. ‘Soe prominent 
rudder going out from the centre marks movement towards the new ( Behold, I make 
all things new"). The rudder breaks the traditional balance and activates the 


movement from the cross to the world. 


At its semi-annual meeting last month in Geneva the WCC Executive Committee took 
action on several political issues, appointed a new director for the Division of 
Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service and approved plans for the Uppsala 

Assembly (EPS No. 8). (198) Executive Committee resolutions were discussed at 


(more) 
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PHOTQ OQIKOUMENE (continued) 


a press conference by (left to right) Dr. Russell Chandran of India, Dr. Anaku 
Ibiam of Enugu, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, committee chairman, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
general secretary, Mrs. Charlotte Browne-Mayers, Dr. O. Frederick Nolde. 

(199) Mrs. Charlotte Browne-Mayers, new DICARWS director who assumes her, duties 
April 1. (200) Father George H. Dunne, S.J. is the first person jointly employed 
by the WCC and the Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace. He is arranging a 
conference on economic development to be held in Beirut April 21-27. (201) Rev. 
William Nottingham, acting director of WCC Youth Department addresses the Committee. 
At his left are two WCC presidents: the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael 
Ramsey, and Dr. Martin Niemdller. (202) Four WCC associate general secretaries 
listen to Committee discussion: Mrs. Browne-Mayers, Prof. Nikos Nissiotis, the Rev. 
Ernst Lange and the Rev. Philip Potter. 


Back page: Refugees in Vietnam are being aided by teams of doctors, nurses and 
social workers recruited by the East Asia Christian Conference.,..(203) At Cai. Be 
in the Mekong Delta the Asian Christian Service team received a colourful welcome. 
(207) Dr. Henriette Bui, a Vietnamese doctor, and two Australian nurses, Miss Eug> 
enie de la Perelle and Mrs. Joan Davies, visit seven village dispensaries, through- 
out the district. When gun and mortar fire makes the roads unsafe,) they go via 
helicopter. It is not unusual for them to treat 60 or 70. refugees.in a single 
morning. (210) After a mortar attack on Cai Be township Sister de la Perelle 
helps evacuate wounded civilians by helicopter. ' 


Second centre from which ACS teams operate is Tuy Hoa, on the central coast of 

South Vietnam. Eight volunteers from India, New Zealand, Australia, the Philippines 
and Vietnam make up the ecumenical team. At the Dong Tac camp where 3,500 refugees 
live in concrete block houses on the sand dunes the ACS team conducts a medical 
clinic and kindergarten classes. (204) Vietnamese girl waiting in a queue for class 
to start is one of 50 children for whom creative play is a new experience. Children 
receive chocolate-flavoured milk and multi-purpose food each day. (208) Excitable 
girls outside the ACS medical clinic. (209) At the Ninh Tinh camp the ACS team has 
started a handicrafts industry where this refugee blacksmith makes lamp frames to 
sell. (205,206) Before recent fighting in streets of Saigon the Rev. Yoshitaka 
Funato of Japan worked among homeless shoe-shine boys in the Cholon district. 

Owing to the fighting this programme is temporarily suspended and Funato is helping 
to care for some of the 133,000 new refugees in the capital, working in the centre 
operated by ACS. Photos Vaughan Hinton. 


(211,212) The annual four-day Audio Visual Education Workshop sponsored by the 
Japan National Christian Council drew 450 to Atami Hot Springs Resort outside 
Tokyo. At closing exercises students heard Mathew S. Ogawa, new associate 
secretary of EACC. Equal emphasis was placed on group study and practice. 


(213,214) Some 38,000 refugees in Tanzania are being given assistance through 

the Tanganyika Christian Refugee Service, a programme operated on behalf of the 
World Council of Churches by the Lutheran World Federation. Medical aid is a 
major feature of the broad effort to help the refugees attain self-supporting. . 
status. TCRS works in close co-operation with the Tanzania government and United 
Nations and in consultation with the Christian Council of Tanzania. Photos: 
Mellblom, LWF. 


(215) Five hundred persons attended the opening of a shop in Madras shad Hea 
in the sale of Christian books. In addition to sales rooms, the shop has facilities 
for booksellers' training courses, art exhibitions and other cultural events. 

Funds for the new store were given by the Christian Literature Fund. 
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FORMATION OF YUGOSLAV ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 
SPURRED BY VISIT OF WCC GROUP 


(Geneva) - First steps towards the establishment of an ecumenical council for 
Yugoslavia were taken on March 2 when a three-member delegation from the World 
Council of Churches conferred in Belgrade with leaders of the Serbian Orthodox 
Church, Bishop Juraj Struharik of the Lutheran Church, Bishop K. Istvan Csete 
of the Reformed Church, and a Methodist Church representative. 


General Secretary Eugene Carson Blake, Associate General Secretary Nikos Nissiotis 
and Miss Lois Meyhoffer, co-secretary for Orthodox churches and countries, made 
up the WCC delegation. 


Patriarch German, head of the Serbian Orthodox Church, who was host for the 
meeting, announced his approval of the new council and termed it "the best way 
to celebrate the visit of the General Secretary to Yugoslavia". Also voicing 
their assent were the two Protestant bishops. Although the Methodist indicated 
that he had no authority to commit his church to such a step, he felt sure it 
would be honoured to be among the founding members of the council. 


In conversations with Patriarch German, the WCC representatives discussed the 
relationship of his church to the WCC. Matters considered were the church's 
representation at the Fourth WCC Assembly in Uppsala and persons who might serve 
on WCC committees after the Assembly. It was agreed that the patriarch would 
visit the Council's Geneva headquarters, but no date was set. 


The delegation attended an Orthodox liturgy at the Cathedral in Belgrade, at the 
close of which Dr. Blake was presented to the congregation by the patriarch. 


On March 4 the WCC visitors called on leaders of the Reformed Church at Feketic 
and leaders of the Lutheran Church at their spacious new headquarters in Novi Sad. 


During a brief visit to Hungary, where he had been several times before, Dr. Blake 
conferred with leaders of the Ecumenical Council, the Reformed Church, the Lutheran 
Church and the Free Church Council. He also contacted Pentecostalists, Adventists 
and Brethren, as well as Methodists and Baptists. Considerable interest was 
expressed in the World Council and the forthcoming assembly. 


Dr. Blake also visited the vice-president of the Office of Church Affairs since 
the president was ill. 
EPS, Geneva 


APPEAL COURT REFUSES TO REDUCE 
PROFESSOR PONT'S PENALTY 


(Capetown) - The Court of Appeals in South Africa has rejected the appeal by Prof. 
A.D. Pont of Pretoria University to reduce the penalties levied against him by 
the Supreme Court of South Africa. 


Professor Pont had been convicted of libelling the Rev. C.F. Beyers Naude and 
Prof. A.S. Geyser (EPS No. 21, 1967) and had been ordered to pay each man $13,000 
plus court costs. 


He had accepted the conviction but asked for a mitigation of the severity of the 
sentence. The fact that his request was refused was seen by some as fully con- 
firming the judgment of the Supreme Court. EPS, Geneva 
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PROTESTS MOUNT OVER FATE 
OF RHODESIAN PRISONERS 


(Rome/Salisbury) - International protests mounted this week over reports that 
six more Africans would go to the gallows in Rhodesia, and that the fate of 
another 115 men now in condemned cells was in the balance. 


Pope Paul intervened on behalf of the condemned men in a cable to Archbishop 
Francis William Markall of Salisbury expressing the fervent wish that there 
would be no more hangings. | 


The Smith cabinet met in an unusual Sunday session to consider the Pope's appeal 
for clemency. 


The Pope's message had also expressed "sorrow" over the execution of three other 
Africans in the Rhodesian capital last week despite a reprieve. and. commutation 
of sentence granted by Queen Elizabeth of Britain, still the nominal sovereign 
of the breakaway British colony. 


The dean of the Anglican cathedral in Salisbury, the Very Rev. S.M. Wood, said 
that the three men were victims of a political-constitutional controversy. 

They should not have been hanged. They had suffered a greater penalty than the 
courts imposed. ; 


Dr. J. Kennedy Grant, minister of a Presbyterian church, said: "From a humani- 
tarian point of view a life sentence could have been the result. The whole 
Situation was a political-legal tangle". 


Protests also poured into the office of UN Secretary General U Thant, supporting 
demands for UN intervention. 
EPS, Geneva 


TWO CHURCHES ORDER WITHDRAWAL 
OF MISSIONARIES IN ANGOLA 


(New York) - The majority of missionaries of the United Church of Canada and the 
United Church of Christ (USA) are to be withdrawn from Angola. 


Dr. Alford Carleton, executive vice-president of the U.S. church's Board for 
World Ministries, said the joint action was being taken because the Portuguese 
government has a policy "apparently intended to extinguish Protestant missionary 
activity in Angola". 


Sixteen missionaries are expected to be affected. Six are members of the UCC 

and 10 of the Canadian church. All missionaries due or overdue to receive fur- 
loughs were directed to come home by June 30. In the past, the government has 

not permitted re-entry when furloughs were taken. Three missionaries will be left, 
the remnant of a staff which numbered 45 in 1960. 


Dr. Carleton said that the two boards have supported 30 schools, hospitals, lep- 
rosy and tuberculosis clinics and dispensaries in Angola. 


Examples of harassment of missionaries cited in the announcement included: 


- Permission must be received from the government in Luanda a month in 
advance if they wish to go beyond a strip 15 miles on either side of 
the main east-west road in Angola. This is the area under local 


government administration. 
S (more) 
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- Travel permits are often denied, and they are required to register 
with the police in towns visited and report to authorities when 
they return to home base. 


- Bibles and Bible study material, even after censorship, have been 
confiscated. 


- Meetings are banned except for worship, and worship and Bible study 
has been prohibited in some areas. 


While Western missionaries have not been physically abused, African Protestants 
have been tortured, the announcement said. 


In a letter to the missionaries, the church boards said that the situation had 
deteriorated in recent months and "our sense of responsibility has been heightened 
daily". The letter stated that an obligation to Angola might best be served now 
"by drawing attention to the injustices of the present situation". 

jn EPS, Geneva 


ATHENS THEOLOGICAL FACULTY TERMS 
SPECIAL TRIBUNAL '"UNCANONICAL" 


(Athens) - Professors at the Theological Faculty in Athens have protested against 
the Special Ecclesiastical Tribunal presided over by Archbishop Hieronymos, Primate 
of Greece. The Tribunal was set up in December by a decree of the Greek Govern- 
ment. 


On March 8 the Athens newspaper Ethnos confirmed that Prof. Markos Siotis and 

Prof. Konstantin Mouratidis had presented a memorandum to Archbishop Hieronymos 
in the name of all the professors at the Theological Faculty. It described the 
Special tribunal as “uncanonical" and said its decisions were therefore invalid. 


Two days before the tribunal had deposed Archbishop Iakovos, the 72-year-old 
Metropolitan of Attica and former Primate of Greece. He was the second senior 
Greek prelate to be stripped of his see in the last eight days (EPS No. 9). 


The 13-bishop tribunal, presided over by Archbishop Hieronymos, ruled by a 10-to-3 
vote that Archbishop Iakovos's "reputation and necessary prestige had not been 
sufficiently restored so that he may continue, without prejudice to the church, 

to shepherd the flock entrusted to him". 


Details of the charges were not made public, but they are related to accusations 
of immorality in Archbishop Iakovos's private life. Similar charges had caused . 
the Greek Government in January 1962 to demand his resignation 12 days after his 
election as Archbishop of Athens and All Greece. Two months after, however, a 
church tribunal cleared the prelate and the church reinstated him as Metropolitan 
of Attica, the province around Athens. 


In the course of a two-and-a-half hour defence plea on March 6, Archbishop Iakovos 
invoked the right not to be tried twice for the same offence. He was overruled. 


Despite protests, Archbishop Hieronymos announced that he is determined to con- 


tinue to purge the Church, and investigations will be made of two more metro- 
politans and 200 priests. 


EPS, Geneva 
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PROGRAMME FOR WCC's ZAGORSK 
CONSULTATION ANNOUNCED 


(Geneva) ~ The programme for the Consultation on Theological Issues of Church 
and Society which opens in Zagorsk near Moscow on March 17 has been announced 
here. 


Sponsored jointly by the WCC’s Department on Church and Society and its Secre- 
tariat for Faith and Order, the interconfessional study consultation is intended 
to help prepare the theological discussion for the Fourth WCC Assembly at 
Uppsala, Sweden in July. | 


In addition to clarifying some of the issues raised by the World Conference on 
Church and Society in 1966, it is designed to contribute to the ecumenical study 
on “Man in Nature and History", projected by the Faith and Order Commission at 
its last meeting in Bristol. 


Following opening remarks by the chairman, Prof. John Deschner of Perkins School 
of Theology in Dallas, Texas (USA), Dr. John C. Bennett, president of Union Theo- 
logical Seminary in New York City, will summarize the theological issues from 
the Church and Society Conference. 


Four lectures will form the basis for the Zagorsk discussions. Prof. Ulrich 
Wilckens, newly appointed to the Theological Faculty of the University of Hamburg, 
will discuss "The Image of Man in the New Testament". Prof. H.E. Todt of Heidel- 
berg will lecture on "The Christian Understanding of Man in View of Questions 
Raised by Modern Society". Bishop B.C. Butler, auxiliary bishop of Westminster 
(Roman Catholic), will discuss "The Image of God", and D.P. Ogitsky, lecturer at 
the Theological Academy in Zagorsk, will speak on "Christology and Anthropology". 


This is the third ecumenical meeting to be held in the Soviet Union. The WCC 
Executive Committee met in Odessa in 1964, and the Working Committee of the Faith 
and Order Commission met at Zagorsk in 1966. 

. EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN/ISLAMIC LEADERS 
HOLD FIRST MEETING IN SUDAN 


(Khartoum) - A meeting between Christians and Islamic leaders in the Sudan was 
‘hailed here as the beginning of a new era. 


Called at the request of Bishop Agostino Baroni, Apostolic Vicar of Khartoum, 
the meeting discussed "points of contact which exist between Christianity and 
Islam". The director of the Islamic University here described the meeting as 
"the opening of a new era in relations between Christians and Moslems”. 


After a prolonged campaign against Christian missionaries, which included the 
confiscation of schools and the expulsion of foreign priests, the government has 
begun to improve its relations with the Roman Catholic Church in the past year. 
Priests from Tanzania will be permitted by the government to exercise their 
ministry particularly in the Southern Sudan. Also a bi-weekly Catholic periodical 
has been allowed to resume publication. 


EPS, Geneva 
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RIOT PANEL'S REPORT SPARKS 
ACTION BY THREE DENOMINATIONS 


(New York) - The report of President Johnson's National Advisory Commission on 
Civil Disorders, blaming "white racism" for the city riots of recent summers, 
has been warmly praised by several church leaders and has galvanized three major 
denominations into action. 


Dr. Arthur S. Flemming, president of the National Council of Churches, welcomed 
the ' ‘courageous report. He said the NCC would prepare and issue materials on 
the report in a nation-wide programme. 


Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz, head of the American Lutheran Church and the Lutheran 
World Federation, stated: "Without legislative intent we are on the way to be- 
coming a pseudo-apartheid nation. The Commission says if this trend is to be 
arrested, it will require from every American "new attitudes, a new understanding, 
and above all, new will'". 


The Rev. Martin Luther King said the Commission members "deserved the gratitude 
of the nation because they had both the wisdom to perceive the truth and the 
courage to state it". 


Episcopal Bishop Anson Phelps Stokes Jr. of Boston, chairman of the Commission 
on Church and Race of the Massachusetts Council of Churches, urged the report as 
"required reading" for Lent. 


"Our spiritual reading need not be out of the Bible", he said. "Lent is a time 
to look at moral and spiritual issues, and there is no more tremendous moral 
and spiritual issue before our country than this one of race." 


The government's 1ll-member Commission, including a governor, a mayor, two senators, 
two congressmen and a police chief, warned that the nation is moving towards two 
societies, one black and one white. The movement can be stopped, the report said, 
but the hour is late. The nation must press simultaneously for "enrichment" of 
the slums and for racial integration, the report recommended. 


The Commission found no basis for suspicions of organised rioting and conspiracy. 
But of the 20 cities that it studied, all disclosed a scale of Negro grievances 
headed by "police practices, unemployment, and inadequate housing" in that, order. + 
Further down the scale were poor education and recreation facilities, "disrespect— 
ful white attitudes", inadequacy of Federal programmes. 


In addition to specific recommendations on police practices, the Commission asked for 
the immediate creation of two million new jobs, six million low-rent dwellings 

in the next five years, extension of rent subsidies, a positive move towards a 
guaranteed minimum income, and a sharp increase in efforts to desegregate and 

improve schools for slum children. 


Three Denominations Act 


The Executive Council of the United Church of Christ asked its nearly 7,000 con- 
gregations to give up to 5% of their local expenditures for action on the crisis 
in the ghettos. Receipts could reach more than $1 million annually. 


The Committee for Racial Justice, which will administer the programme, was en- 
larged to 18 members to include a majority of non-whites. 


(more) 


No. 10 - 14th March, 1968 7 


The Committee has recommended that 50% of the funds go to self-directed projects 
at the local level. Thirty percent would go to interdenominational and inter- 
religious work, and 20% to local denominational projects. 


In Indianapolis, Indiana, the Council of Agencies of the Christian Churches 
(Disciples of Christ) called for commitment to meeting urban needs which may 
require "expenditures in the magnitude of millions of dollars". 


The Council, co-ordinating body for state, regional and national agencies, asked 
the International Convention to establish a five-member steering committee to plan 
the communion's emergency outreach. It will determine whether to launch a special 
campaign to raise funds among church members. 


United Christian Missionary Society and the Board of Church Extension were asked 
to advance $100,000 each from reserve funds to use in preparing for the summer 
emergency. State and regional organisations were requested to provide $50,000 
through a pooling arrangement. 


Local congregations and organisations were urged to "make an immediate assessment 
of staff and budget resources that could be re-deployed on request and reassigned 
to specific projects and programmes". 


In Atlanta, Georgia the Board of National Ministries of the Presbyterian Church 
U.S. (Southern) committed staff and up to $227,500 to combat causes of riots. 


An estimated $167,000 in undesignated loan funds was authorized for low-interest, 
higherisk loans for ghetto development projects. An emergency contingency fund 

of $40,000 was voted for use in the event of riots in the South, and $20,500 was 
approved for national task forces and groups in which the board will be represented. 
Two staff members were assigned to work with the NCC's task force on the crisis. 


The church's Board of Christian Education, meeting in Richmond, Virginia, agreed 
to provide alternate adult study material dealing with the crisis for local 
churches to use instead of regular lesson plans. It voted $25,000 for food, 
medicine, clothing and shelter that may be needed as a result of urban violence. 
EPS, Geneva 


TWO LUTHERAN GROUPS ENDORSE 
ANTI-POVERTY CAMPAIGN GOALS 


(Washington, D.C.) - Anti-poverty goals of "The Poor Peoples’ Campaign" planned 
by the Southern Christian Leadership Conference have been endorsed here by two 
metropolitan Lutheran groups. 


Adopting nearly identical resolutions in support of the proposed march on the 
nation's capital were the Co-operative Lutheran Parish Council and the Board of 
Directors of the Lutheran Planning Council of Metropolitan Washington. 


Both organisations encompass congregations of the three major Lutheran bodies in 
the U.S.: American Lutheran Church, Lutheran Church in America, and Lutheran 


Church-Missouri Synod. 


The march has been scheduled by Dr. Martin Luther King, president of SCLC, to 

begin April 22. Campaign plans call for 3,000 or more Negroes and whites to 
converge on Washington in April and May to dramatize the extent of poverty in the U.S. 
Dr. King has pledged that the campaign will be non-violent and has asked Black 

Power leaders not to interfere. EPS, Geneva 
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AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES LAUNCH 
SPECIAL VIETNAM APPEAL 


(Sydney) - The Australian Council of Churches voted at its meeting last month 
to launch a special fund appeal on behalf of the 100,000 new Vietnam refugees 
whose homes were destroyed in the February fighting. 


By April 11 when the appeal closes, it hopes to receive a minimum of Aus.$100,000. 
The money will be sent to the Disaster Co-ordinating Committee in Saigon, esta- 
blished last month by voluntary aid agencies in the Vietnam capital. 


The Council's special appeal follows close on the heels of the annual Christmas 
drive for funds to aid suffering people around the world. However, after hearing 
a report on the gravity of the Vietnam situation, the 62 delegates attending the 
Council meeting decided that immediate action was necessary. 


The Inter-church Aid Division reported that a grant of Aus.$20,000 had already been 
sent following the February crisis. 


Funds collected in some 6,000 local congregations of the Council's 11 member 
churches will be used to buy food, medical supplies and building materials. 


The annual meeting of the Council voted to send a deputation to call on the Prime 
Minister and express the churches' concern about the Vietnam war. A resolution 
on Vietnam is expected to form a basis for discussions with Mr. Gorton. 


In a related action, the Council advocated a number of changes in Australian laws 
relating to conscientious objection after it had received a detailed report on 
present law drawn up by lawyers and churchmen during a 12-month study. 


The Rt. Rev. Norman Faichney of Melbourne, Moderator-General of the Presbyterian 
Church of Australia, was elected president of the council. He succeeds Lt. 
Commissioner A. Bramwell Cook, Salvation Army. . 

EPS, Geneva 


SCOTTISH CHURCHES SET STUDY 
ON RELATIONS WITH CATHOLICS 


(Edinburgh) - The Scottish Churches Council, which embraces nine denominations or 
groups, will make an informal enquiry into existing relations between its members 
and the Roman Catholic Church. 


A committee will consider non-theological factors which may cause some churches 
and individuals to reject association with Catholics. 


The Earl of Wemyss and March, Council chairman, said the enquiry would be informal 
because Scottish churches are already represented by the British Council of 
Churches on the joint working group established with the Roman Catholic Church. 


The decision by the Council was taken during a meeting at which increasing parti- 

cipation by the Catholic Church was reported in all forms of ecumenical activity, 

including the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, observer status at local council 
meetings, and co-operation of many kinds. 


Catholic population in Scotland is officially estimated at 825,000. According to 
one source, the Catholic adult population has risen by several thousands in the 
last few years. EPS, Geneva 
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METHODIST BOARD WOULD RELAX 
PROHIBITIONS ON SMOKING, DRINKING 


(San Antonio) - A proposal approved by the national Board of Christian Social 
Concerns of the Methodist Church meeting here asked the legislative body of the 
denomination to remove legal requirements that clergymen abstain from the use 
of alcohol. 


The recommendation, to be presented to the General Conference at its April meeting, 
urged that a similar demand placed upon members of the official board of local 
churches also be deleted from denominational law. 


However, it was stressed that abstinence as a voluntary measure should be encouraged 
in the United Methodist Church, which will be formally established by union with 
the Evangelical United Brethren Church at the General Conference. 


Also proposed was the removal of legal prohibitions against the use of tobacco 

by ministers, a requirement which the Board said leads to a "double standard" for 
clergymen and laymen. The recommendation stated that the Board's request did not 
condone either smoking or drinking. 


In making the suggestions, the Board of Social Concerns said the existing policy 
is "inadequate, inconsistent and inaccurate". Current legal prohibitions were 
said to produce “hypocrisy and a loss of integrity in the corporate life of the 
church and in the lives of many ministers and laymen". 

. f EPS, Geneva 


KENYA'S METHODISTS CONDEMN CASINOS 


(Limuru) - The conference of the Methodist Church in Kenya expressed considerable 
concern at the proposals to introduce gambling casinos into the country. 


Reports of a resolution unanimously passed at the conference were sent to the 
Ministry for Economic Planning and Development, and to the Ministry for Co-opera- 
tives and Social Services. 


The resolution reads in part: 


"In our understanding of the nature and influence of casinos in other countries, 
they do not serve in any way to further the interests of sport, or of the growth 
of the nation. 


"Although games of chance for high stakes may provide excitement for the wealthy 
and the bored, they may also serve to draw out the more selfish elements in human 
nature and cultivate other anti-social tendencies. 


"Whilst casinos would undoubtedly be a tourist attraction, it is a fact that such 
gaming facilities are the cause of a sharp rise in crime and an attraction for 
vice. We believe this is too high a price to pay and would undermine the very 
foundations upon which we are trying to build our nation." 
EPS, Geneva 
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NIGERIAN CHURCHES WEIGH 
FAMILY LIFE COUNCIL 


(Lagos) - An inter-religious exploratory committee to work out plans for a 
National Family Life Council of Nigeria and a programme for family life educa- 
tion was established at a three-day conference here. 


Called by the Christian Council of Nigeria, the conference was attended by 
representatives of most Christian groups. A Moslem was appointed to the ex- 
ploratory committee. | 


The proposed Family Life Council will be a co-operative effort of churches, the 
government and educational institutions. 


Mrs. W.A. McEwen, a social welfare officer in the Ministry of Social Affairs, 
listed religion as among the problems which confront families in the region today. 
She said that religion contributed to family difficulties for several reasons: 


- Christianity teaches monogamy but many Nigerians hive accepted 
it only as an outward sign "for status and prestige". 


- Some persons accept the teachings of religion and will not, there- 
fore, compromise with customs which do not conform to their standards, 


- Where religious conviction is weaker, a double standard develops. 


E.O. Urhobo, a lawyer and lay economist , told conference participants that 
Nigerian law, which permits polygamous and monogamous marriages, has so 
many flaws that it provides almost no help. 


He said the system did not give attention to the purposes of the family which 
exists to produce and nurture children, provide stable sexual relations for 
marriage partners and to give security in the cultural situation. He urged church 
representatives to spearhead a campaign for laws applicable to all marriages and 
all families. 

EPS, Geneva 


QUALIFIED MISSIONARIES ALLOWED IN INDIA 
DESPITE POLICY OF 'INDIANIZATION' 


(New Delhi) - While its policy calls for "complete Indianization" of all Christian 
missions, the Indian Government will not issue a "general order" expelling all 
foreign missionaries, a government official said here. 


The case of each missionary will be considered individually, Vudya Charan Shukla, 
minister of state for home affairs, told Lok Sabha in the lower house of the 
National Parliament. 'Indianization' will be reached on a "progressive" basis, 

he indicated. 


Missionaries with "outstanding qualifications or specialised experience" will be 
admitted, he said, if "Indians are not available for such posts, but missionaries 
will be deported if their presence "is considered prejudicial to national interests" 


Mr. Shukla's statement was given in answer to a series of questions by a Communist 
member, 


EPS, Geneva 
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GREEK CHURCH WITHDRAWS 
DELEGATES TO UPPSALA 


(Athens) - The Church of Greece has announced that its representatives will not 
attend the Assembly of the World Council of Churches to be held this summer in 
Uppsala, Sweden, according to a bulletin from Agence France Presse. 


The announcement was made by His Beatitude Hieronymos, Archbishop of Athens and 
Primate of Greece, during a a@ press conference on March 13. 


He stated that "the Church of Greece did not wish to go to Sweden, a country 
whose attitude to Greece is hostile, and where we are not even assured of our 
security. Another reason is the interference by the WCC in the internal affairs 
of Greece", the Archbishop declared. 


* * * 


(Geneva) - Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, declined to comment 
before he had received official notification from the Greek Orthodox Church. 
EPS, Geneva 


WCC GENERAL SECRETARY MAKES 
PLEA FOR RHODESIAN PRISONERS 


(Geneva) - Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, sent a telegram today 
concerning the execution of Rhodesian prisoners to the Rt. Rev. Kenneth J.F. 
Skelton, Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Matabeleland and also the president of 
the Christian Council of Rhodesia. 


Text of the telegram to Bishop Skelton in Bulawayo, Rhodesia was as follows: 


"APART FROM THE MORAL ISSUE OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT I, AS GENERAL 
SECRETARY OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, CONVEY TO YOU THE 
WIDESPREAD CONCERN AND PROTESTS WITHIN OUR CONSTITUENCY AT THE 
EXECUTIONS IN RHODESIA. THIS CONCERN IS INTENSIFIED BY OUR FEAR 
THAT SIMILAR MEASURES MAY BE EXTENDED TO THOSE TRIED FOR POLITICAL 
OFFENCES. AUTHORITIES ARE REMINDED OF THE RULE OF LAW AND OF THE 
CIVILISED TRADITIONS OF SPARING THE LIVES OF POLITICAL OPPONENTS 
AND REPRIEVING THOSE WHO HAVE SUFFERED A LONG UNCERTAINTY UNDER 
A PENDING SENTENCE OF DEA 

EUGENE CARSON BLAKE 
GENERAL SECRETARY 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


EPS, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA RESETTLEMENT FUNDS 
APPROVED BY LUTHERAN WORLD BODY 


(Geneva) —- A budget item of $250,000 for resettlement work in South Africa was ap- 
proved here by the Lutheran World Federation’s Commission on World Mission. — 


In recent years - arbitrarily and at a few days' notice - large numbers of people 
have been ordered by the South African government to move from their homes to new 
areas where they have been literally dumped into uninhabited areas with no adequate 
facilities for community life. LWF funds will be used to establish living quarters, 
social centres and other services and facilities. 


EPS, Geneva 
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EUROPEAN CHURCH CONFERENCE 
SHOWS CONCERN FOR PEACE 


(Geneva) - The Church of England and the Moravian Church in Great Britain and 
Ireland were accepted into membership in the Conference of European Churches 
(CEC) when its officers and advisory committee met at Gwatt, Switzerland on 
Lake Thun at the beginning of March. 


Heretofore the Anglican Church had been represented indirectly through the British 
Council of Churches. At the February meeting of its Church Assembly, a decision . 


was made to seek membership (EPS No. 7). 


During the CEC meeting the officers conferred with representatives of the Christian 
(Prague) Peace Conference. They agreed to set up a joint study group, with equal 
representation from both groups, to see how peace might be secured for Europe 

in both a religious and a political context. 


The date for the VIth Assembly of CEC was set for September 27-October 4, 1970, 
with the place still to be decided. 


The governing group discussed the situation in both the Near East and Greece in 
an attempt to see what the churches could do to encourage a peaceful settlement. 


Dr. Glen Garfield Williams was asked to provide CEC member churches with informa- 
tion on pertinent action taken by the World Council of Churches and the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs so that they could take whatever steps 
they thought might make a contribution to peace. 

EPS, Geneva 


EKD REPORT SAYS GERMANY 
STILL REMAINS ONE NATION 


(Berlin) - Despite "arbitrary" post-war divisions, Germany remains one nation and 
must work to achieve political unity within a European community, according to a 
study~memorandum issued by the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD). 


The 20-page memorandum is the outcome of joint efforts by Protestants from both 
parts of Germany. Chairman of the drafting committee was Dr. Ludwig Raiser, a 
legal expert from Tuebingen University who is on the EKD Synod. 


In his introduction Professor Raiser noted that the study had not received unanimous 
acceptance in the Council of the EKD. But it was not intended to bind the member 
churches to a declaration of policy. Rather it was offered as a basis for dis- 
cussion in the churches concerning relations between the two parts of Germany. 


The memorandum, entitled "The Peace Tasks of the German People", says that the 
present division of Germany "must be reckoned with" but recommends steps towards 
eventual reunification. One such step suggested was a "political association" 
between the Federal Republic and the German Democratic Republic (East Germany). 


"Since the division line cutting through the country is entirely arbitrary and 
since both parts are connected by a joint spiritual and historic heritage", the 
memorandum said, "there is still alive within the people a feeling of belonging 
together which is stronger than the contrasts emanating from their integration 
into diametrically opposed social and political systems. 


(more) 
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Special Report 


LATIN AMERICA'S PROBLEMS CHALLENGE THE CHURCHES 


By the Rev. Emilio Castro 


(The Provisional Committee for Evangelical Unity in Latin America - 
UNELAM - is an ecumenical agency through which a number of Pro- 
testant churches co-operate on common concerns. Mr. Castro, 

a Methodist minister, is co-ordinator of the committee. Following 
is a report on the past year's activities and future prospects.) 


There were two symbolic events in Latin America in 1967. The first was the meeting 
of the Presidents of the nations in Punta del Este, Uruguay. It was an attempt to 
find a way out of the present inertia and to move towards development. The two 
great problems of the continent which were pointed out there are: population growth 
coupled with a low rate of industrial growth, but above all, the total dependence 

of our economy on the condition of the international market, which makes it almost 
impossible to begin a process of rapid economic growth. The year ended with a 
critical moment due to new taxes placed on our products by the industrial nations 

of the world. 


The other significant event was the death of "Che" Guevara, Cuban revolutionary 

and guerrilla leader in Bolivia. In the light of social and economic anguish in 
Latin America, guerrilla warfare had emerged as an attempt to shake off the status 
quo and open a new age for our continent. .The death of Guevara dramatizes the 
difficulties inherent in this kind of solution and shows how the constant perfecting 
of military systems tends to eliminate popular uprisings (a large percentage of 

our national budgets goes to maintain armies that exist mainly to suppress aggres- 
sive social movements). | 


The present constitutional order and the status quo fail, but the possibilities 
of violent. explosion also present problems. This impasse is seen most clearly 
when we realise that, according to the recent Congress on Nutrition in Lima, 50% 
of the children born in Latin America will die before reaching five years of age. 
It is not strange, therefore, that the Christian tries to find out in the context 
of this tragic situation what his mission is, as a member of a church and as a 
person. 


Our Committee for Protestant Unity (UNELAM) tries to help the churches understand 
the Latin America reality. By means of visits we seek to gather Christian leaders 
around the table to discuss the great topics of the present hour. We believe that 
when we look at the surrounding reality our obedience to Jesus Christ brings us 

to a greater unity than our present confessions of faith or dogmas could foresee. 
The same thing happens within the Roman Catholic Church: . renewal groups there 
discover the "Latin America reality". When Protestants and Catholics make this 
discovery humbly and obediently they reach a depth of communion in the Lord that 


otherwise seems impossible. 


Throughout the past year we have kept up our "Protestant Information Service" (SEI), 
which provides news and documents on what is happening in the Christian world in 
general but especially in our countries as the Church tries better to define her 


obedience to Jesus Christ. 


(more) 
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This year we held the First Ecumenical Latin American Congress, together with 
Church and Society (ISAL), Latin American Protestant Youth (ULAJE) and Christian 
Student Movements (MEC). More than 200 Latin American leaders worshipped and 
worked together on various subjects of concern to our continent and our Christian 
witness. 


One question is how the churches in their social service projects can use modern 
technology and community development in such a way that they overcome rather than 
continue the basic evils of our society. Another question is how to interpret 
the present exodus of hundredsof thousands of peasants who leave the miserable 
conditions of the countryside for the "promised land" of the city, only to find 
themselves lost in the meaninglessness of industrial life? 


How do we feel towards those human problems in the light of our faith in a God 
who moves in history? Do we witness anew the displacement of the tribes of Israel 
in search of their promised land? Internal migration was the object of a careful 
study which could turn an objective scientific fact into a Christian passion for 
our neighbour. 


What type of social service projects does Latin America need at this time, when 
we want to change our traditional structures into a really modern and independent 
society? What are the criteria the Church ought to apply in planning for social 
service? What should be the future of a Christian community genuinely concerned 
about the continent's becoming incorporated into the march of history? How can 
Christians contribute to the necessary social changes? What kind of preparation 
should the concerned Christian receive? 


These questions were studied by a group of theologians and sociologists who had 
been brought together by Church and Society (ISAL). The results can only be seen 
in the emergence of effective Christian witness in the difficult frontiers of 
politics and labour unions. 


How should we plan ecumenically for youth? What does it mean to work "evangeli- 
cally" in a continent in which 50% of the population is under 20 years of age? 
These and other issues were considered in the Congress. The document which was 
drawn up should help the churches think and plan their work, starting from reality. 


Still another group studied the role of women in the Church and in society. How 
can we recognize the Man-Woman unity that is given to us by the understanding of 
Creation in a society which traditionally has granted women a secondary role? 

How can we utilize in the mission of the Church women's potential for service? 
How can we integrate women in the task of transforming society's life? This theme 
was studied by a group including women and other church leaders trying to shake 
off the routine and inertia which so often characterizes the work of our churches. 


This Ecumenical Congress was a mountain-top experience in which new frontiers 
were opened. We hope a similar congress can be held in February 1969. In the 
meantime we will continue to support this ecumenical Conference, since we believe 
that the encounter among brothers who today —- tragically - ignore each other 
holds a promise for richer witness in Latin America. 


At the same time, we must recognize that the missionary work carried out by North 
American and European churches is still of utmost numerical importance. Therefore 
we must continue the dialogue with the mission boards of these churches, asking 
them how we can truly co-operate so that our common activity serves the dévelop- 
ment of the continent and does not alienate Christians from their own society. 


(more) 
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"In the consciousness of other peoples, too, the Germans continue to be one 
people." 


To facilitate reunion, it stressed "that neither of the two German states should 
seek the establishment of full national sovereignty} that co-existence and co- 
operation between the two parts of Germany would be made easier if all parties 
presently represented in the West German Bundestag and the East German People's 
Chamber (Parliament) were allowed legally to present their views throughout all 
of Germany; and that such co-existence should not be allowed to suffer distur- 
bance because of controversies over Germany's former Eastern areas". 

EPS, Geneva 


U.S. CATHOLIC BISHOPS ENCOURAGED 
TO BETTER RELATIONS WITH YWCA 


(Washington, D.C./New York) - Diocesan bishops have been informed by the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USA) that there is no reason why they cannot 
encourage better relations with branches of the Young Women's Christian Association. 


In a message to the bishops, Archbishop John F. Dearden of Detroit, president of 
the NCCB, stated that, as a result of a study of the YWCAs and documentation 
supplied by the YWCA, "there appears to be no objection to the local Ordinary 
consulting with the YWCA in the area". 


These consultations should “explore and implement better relations between Catho- 
lics and the local organisations of the YWCA". 


A Bishops’ Committee on Relations with the YMCA and YWCA has been conducting 
studies on these relationships, and the "second and final phase" of its work was 
approved in February by the NCCB's Administrative Committee. 


Last October, diocesan bishops received guides for discussions betweén Catholics 
and local YMCAs. This latest directive now deals with relations with the YWCA, 
and follows a series of talks held by the special bishops’ committee and its lay 
representatives with "Y" delegates. 


In New York, a statement released by the YWCA National Board and signed by 
Mrs. Robert W. Claytor, president, hailed the bishops’ decision. 


"Through the years the YWCA has had a close relationship with Catholic women and 
has worked with the National Council of Catholic Women in a number of joint pro- 
jects", the statement said. The bishops' action “opens new opportunities for 
Catholic women and girls throughout the YWCA, both as members and leaders, to 
share the YWCA's commitment to struggle for peace and justice, freedom and dignity 


for all people". 
EPS, Geneva 


RUSSIAN ARCHPRIEST REQUESTS 
ASYLUM IN SWITZERLAND 


(Geneva) - Russian Archpriest Vladimir Ignaste and his wife, Ludmilla, have re- 

quested the Swiss authorities to grant them the right of asylum. For eight months 

the Archpriest has been secretary to Bishop Vladimir Sabodan, representative of 

the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church to the World Council of 

Churches here. So far neither the World Council nor the Russian church authorities 

have been able to ascertain from Archpriest Ignaste the reasons for his defection. 
EPS, Geneva 
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In addition we have to mobilize our theologians so that in an open discussion we 
can find ways to overcome those most unfortunate divisions that are supposed to 

be theological. Who is Jesus Christ in Latin America? Where does He operate? 

How can we recognize Him in action? How can we serve Him? What does it mean 

to recognize Him as Lord and Saviour in our present-day society? These questions 
ought to be thrown out to a group of theologians during this next year in the hope 
that their answers may constitute a solid theological basis for our social concerns, 
and at the same time build bridges of understanding among the entire Protestant 
community. 


Lastly, it is very necessary to reach the local congregation with biblical materials, 
so that renewal and unity in faithfulness do not remain conversation pieces, but 
rather become a reality in the life of the local congregation. For this reason 

we will hold several Bible study workshops in a number of countries, trying to 
create material that can be of real help at the congregational level. 


We have written little about UNELAM itself. We are seeking to serve the Protestant 
cause in Latin America. Our committee recognizes that it is provisional. It can 
disappear at any time to be replaced by something more inclusive of the whole Latin 
American panorama. But in the meantime, humbly, affectionately, passionately, 
sustained by the prayers and contributions of Christians around the world, we are 
fulfilling our obligation of calling men to know each other, understand each other 
and love each other....calling them as the Church of the Servant-Lord, to serve 

our beloved Latin America at this most difficult hour of its history. 


EPS, Geneva 
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COMMON APPEAL FOR PEACE IN NIGERIA BY THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
AND THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


(Rome/Geneva) - In a common statement issued simultaneously in Rome and Geneva, 

the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches voiced an urgent appeal 
for an immediate cessation of armed hostilities to the contesting parties in the 
Nigerian conflict. 


This is the first time that the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of 
Churches have appealed together to all men of good will throughout the world to 
unite their voices in prayer to God for the achievement of peace. 


For the Roman Catholic Church the statement has been issued under the authority 

of His Holiness Pope Paul VI. For the World Council of Churches it has been 
authorized by the Officers of the Central Committee: Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, Chair- 
man, Dr. Eugene C. Blake, general secretary, Dr. Ernest A. Payne and Principal 
Russell Chandran, Vice-Chairmen. 


Both the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches - a fellowship 
of more than 230 Protestant and Orthodox churches - have previously pleaded for 
peace in Nigeria in separate statements. 


The text of the common statement reads as follows: 


The Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches unite in one voice in 

a most urgent appeal to both contesting parties for an immediate cessation of armed 
hostilities in this sad conflict and for the establishment of a lasting peace by 
honourable negotiations in the highest African tradition. 


Anguished at the appalling loss of life caused by the war, we most solemnly recall 
to both parties, and to the world in general, the sacredness of human life, of 
which God is the sole Arbiter of its earthly duration, and in His Name appeal for 
the respecting of His rights especially in the avoidance of all atrocities, gen- 
eral massacre, mass hatred and vindictiveness. 


We further point out that war is an inhuman and futile attempt to settle disputes. 
In this sad conflict, especially, armed hostilities cannot achieve a settlement 

of the differences; on the contrary they are liable to bring, on a scale that 

is frightening to contemplate, only further loss of life, starvation, suffering 
and devastation. Even if, against all right reason, armed hostilities continue, 
the parties can never achieve peaceful co-existence without a negotiated settle- 
ment. The longer hostilities endure, the more innocent human lives will be sacri- 
ficed in violence and bloodshed, the more impoverished and devastated will be- 
come this beloved erstwhile land of promise. 


We appeal to all peoples involved'in this conflict to act with mercy and compassion 
at this time. We exhort in particular all on both sides who hear the Voice of 
Christ, and are inspired by the supreme example of His redeeming love on Calvary, 
to meet the challenge of the present crisis by the heroic practice of Christian 
Charity, which demands that we all forgive and love in Christ those with whom we 
are in conflict. For war always sows in the natural heart of man seeds of deep 
hatred and separation that jeopardize co-operation between the parties to the con- 
flict even on the natural plane, and make peaceful co-habitation as children of 
God difficult. In the overcoming of the difficulties may Christ, the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life, be the inspiring and compelling example for the establishment 
of His peace among all children of our common Father in Heaven. 

(more) 
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We appeal in particular to the African Chiefs of State to offer the contribution 
of their counsel, their suggestions and, should the case arise, their mediation, 
with a view to the resolution of this sad conflict. 


While it is not our part to declare on the issue of contention, we are bound to 
call the most immediate attention to the sacred issue of the human right to life 
itself, which is so seriously threatened on such a vast scale by the horrors and 
effects of the war. We therefore urge governments and international agencies in 
a position to act effectively in this matter to secure a denial of external mili- 
tary assistance to both parties, an immediate cessation of hostilities, the 
necessary assurances of security to both sides on the laying down of arms, and 

a negotiated peace. 


Deeply concerned with the needs for relief in the necessities of life among the 
suffering peoples, we appeal for co-operation among all international relief 
agencies in the meeting of the grave needs which will continue long after armed 
hostilities have ceased. We request’ that understanding facilities be extended 
by both sides to such international agencies for the supply of relief, and to 
ministers of religion and mercy whose privileged role in the distribution of 
the relief is of particular importance in this situation. 


We appeal to all men of good will throughout the world, and especially among the 
contesting parties, to unite their voices to ours in prayer to God for the achieve- 
ment of the most immediate and lasting peace, and to use all their efforts to 
secure this treasured ideal. 

EPS, Geneva 


PRIMATE REGRETS GREEK CHURCH'S 
REFUSAL TO ATTEND WCC ASSEMBLY 


(New York) = Archbishop Iakovos, primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
North and South America, expressed regret here that the Orthodox Church in Greece 
has decided not to send a delegation to the Fourth Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches at Uppsala, Sweden in July (EPS No. 10). 


Archbishop Iakovos said that the absence of the Greek Church's delegation would 
be "a loss both to the World Council and to the Church of Greece. I hope that 
constructive steps will be taken to remedy this unfortunate situation". 


The Archdiocese of North and South America which Archbishop Iakovos heads is under 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople and is not structurally related to 
the Church of Greece. 


The U.S. Orthodox leader is one of the six presidents of the WCC. 


Archbishop Iakovos noted that the situation in Greece “involved many complications... 
But it is my prayer and hope that the Christian purpose of the meeting (in Uppsala), 


which should transcend all other considerations, will prevail". 
EPS, Geneva 
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WCC WILL SEEK REVERSAL 
OF UPPSALA BOYCOTT 


(New York) - The World Council of Churches hopes that the Orthodox Church in 
Greece will reverse its decision to boycott its Fourth Assembly at Uppsala, 
Sweden, in July. 


In a brief statement issued here, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, 
said: 


"Archbishop Lakovos made a good statement when he said it would be unfortunate 
both for the Church in Greece and for the World Council if the Church in Greece 
is not present at Uppsala. 


"We are working to see whether the present decision in Greece may be changed 
before the summer." 


Dr. Blake's statement was issued by the World Council's New York office. 
EPS, Geneva 


SWEDISH COMMITTEE REGRETS DECISION 


(Stockholm) - "We regret that the Orthodox Church of Greece has decided not to 
attend the WCC Assembly at Uppsala next July", said Mr. Goesta Nicklasson, Vice- 
President of the Swedish Committee for the Assembly. 


Mr. Nicklasson was commenting on the statement made March 13 by Msgr. Hieronymos, 
Archbishop of Athens (EPS No. 10). 


The Church of Greece should "draw a distinction between the meeting in Sweden of 
the WCC and the attitude of the Swedish Government with regard to the Greek 
military régime", he said. 


"The Archbishop of Athens is committing a serious error of judgment) if he thinks 
that the safety of the Greek delegates could not be guaranteed in Sweden", said 
Mr. Nicklasson. 

EPS, Geneva 


DEATH OF BISHOP BELL'S WIDOW 


(Canterbury) - Mrs. Henrietta Bell, widow of Dr. George Bell, the former Bishop 
of Chichester, died in the Kent and Canterbury Hospital on March 10, aged eighty- 
four. 


The eldest daughter of the late Canon R.J. Livingstone, she married Dr. Bell in 
1918, At his death in 1958 Dr. Bell was honorary president of the World Council 


of Churches. 


EPS, Geneva 
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SASP REVIEWS ITS 
GLOBAL ACTIVITIES 


(London) - In its last meeting before the Fourth WCC Assembly at Uppsala, SASP - 
the World Council of Churches' Committee on Specialized Assistance to Social 
Projects - devoted time during its sessions here March 11-15 to reviewing some 
of its principal activities since it was set up by the Third Assembly at New 
Delhi in 1961. 


SASP"s main function is to provide WCC member churches with technical advice when 
they are involved in projects of unusual difficulty or complexity. 


In the field of medicine, SASP has, during its relatively short life, surveyed 
institutions in Ghana, Nigeria, Uganda, Kenya, Malawi, Congo, Cameroon, Egypt, 
East Pakistan, India, Indonesia, and Taiwan. It has also been consulted on pro- 
jects in Jordan, Portugal, and Uruguay; and has advised on the treatment of 
leprosy and the training of nurses. 


In farming, it has surveyed agricultural institutions and given advice on projects 
in a number of African and Latin American countries. Its advice has also been 
sought on rural development and urban social projects in Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, 
Taiwan, Brazil, Jamaica, Sicily, and India. 


To churches in Brazil, India, Nigeria, Indonesia and Grenada SASP has given 
advice on economic development projects such as fishing, fruit juice bottling, 
low-cost housing, shipping and apprentice training. 


Christian periodicals and publications in several parts of Africa have also been 
assisted, as has a university in Guatamala. 


SASP has prepared a study on "The Churches and Socio-Economic Development in the 
Third World" which will be published at the end of May in preparation for the 
Fourth Assembly. It is believed that this study will have considerable impact 
upon the thinking of the churches concerning development. 


A second study will provide a picture of what the churches have been doing in 
their aid programmes. It represents the first methodical investigation into the 
patterns of the churches’ involvement in development through the programmes which 
come to the WCC's Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee, and World Service for 
support by its related agencies. It will ask some sharp questions about how 


the churches can make this work more effective. 
EPS, Geneva 


NEW BIBLE DEPOT FOR ETHIOPIA 
TO OPEN NEXT MONTH 


(Asmara, Ethiopia) - a new Bible depot is to be opened here in April as a centre 
for the distribution of Scriptures throughout the whole area. 


A training course in Scripture distribution will be given in early May to prepare 
local Christians and especially church leaders for the effecitve use of the Bible 


in evangelism. 
An inexpensive paperback edition of the Amharic New Testament has been well 


received in Ethiopia, and additional selections and portions of Scripture will be 
produced for new literates. 


Last year the Bible Society in Ethiopia distributed 231,000 copies of the Scriptures. 
EPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH CHURCHMEN ON 
MISSION TO NIGERIA 


(London) - In swift response to a World Council of Churches' pledge of fraternal 
visitation to strife-torn Nigeria, six top leaders of British churches flew there 
on what was described here as an interdenominational pastoral mission. 


The WCC pledge was made through its Executive Committee in February (EPS No. 8). 
It said that whenever possible, fraternal visitors would be sent to the Christian 
communities on both sides - the Federal Republic of Nigeria and the breakaway 
Eastern Region which was renamed Biafra - where the WCC has member churches. 


The issue was immediately taken up here by the Archbishop of. Canterbury, 
Dr. Michael Ramsey, through the British Council of Churches. In early 
March a British team flew to Nigeria. 


It included Bishop John Leonard Wilson of Birmingham and Bishop Kenneth Sansbury, 
general secretary of the BCC, Anglicans; former Methodist Conference president 
Dr. Maldwyn Edwards and the Rev. Hugh E. Thomas, secretary of the Methodist 
Missionary Society; and Dr. Archibald Watt, former moderator of the General As- 
sembly of the Church of Scotland, and Dr. James Dougall, chairman of its overseas 
committee. 


While this "fraternal mission" was first making its way to Lagos, the federal 
capital, Bishop Wilson said, "The Archbishop of Canterbury has asked us to visit 
Biafra to strengthen the hand of churches there". 

EPS, Geneva 


WCC STAFF MEMBER TO HEAD 
CANADIAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


(Toronto) - The Rev, T.E. Floyd Honey, secretary for mission and) service in the 
New York office of the World Council of Churches, has been appointed general 
secretary of the Canadian Council of Churches. 


The appointment was announced by the central committee of the Council meeting here. 


Dr. Honey will take up his new responsibilities in the autumn. Until) that time 
the Rev. R.M. Bennett will continue as acting general secretary, He was appointed 
last spring following the retirement of Rev. Dr. Wilfred Butcher. 


A native of Wooler, Ontario, Dr. Honey was born in 1915 and ordained to the ministry 
of the United Church of Canada in 1940. 


For the past three years he has been secretary for mission and service, representing 
the WCC's Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service and the Division 
of World Mission and Evangelism in relationships with the mission and service 
agencies of U.S. churches. 


Dr. Honey went as a missionary to West China in 1946 and in 1949 joined the staff 
of West China Union Theological College in Chengtu, Szechwan, as a New Testament 
teacher. Due to the Communist takeover, he returned to Canada in 1952. 


He served the Board of Overseas Mission of the United Church first as associate 
and then as secretary. In 1962 he was named to head the Board of World Mission, 


formed that year to integrate overseas work. He is married, with three daughters. 
EPS, Geneva 
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NEW INDIAN AGENCY COMBINES 
NATIONAL COUNCIL DEPARTMENTS 


(New Delhi) - Relief work and development projects of the National Christian 
Council of India have been centralized under a new agency - known as CASA - 
the Christian Agency for Social Action, Relief and Development. 


Its formation was authorized at a two-day meeting of the NCC Executive Committee 
here last week. 


To carry out its work, CASA will have a staff of 150-160 persons with offices 

in Delhi, Calcutta, Bombay and Madras, as well as field representatives in each 
state. Full-time executive is Stephen Mathai. Overseeing the programme will be 
a committee elected by the NCC Triennial Assembly. Its chairman is Bishop 
Lakdasa de Mel. 


In addition to taking over the functions of a number of departments that have 

been operating under the wing of the National Christian Council, CASA plans to 
open up new activities in the field of social welfare, community development, 

relief and rehabilitation without regard to caste, creed or religion. 


It will work closely with the World Council of Churches and Lutheran World Fed- 
eration, as well as national groups such as Church World Service and Lutheran 
World Relief (USA), Bread for the World (West Germany), CORSO (New Zealand), 
Community Aid Abroad (Australia), Food Foundation for India (Holland). 


CASA is one of the members of AFPRO (Action for Food Production) through which 
Protestant, Roman Catholic and secular agencies co-operate. 
EPS, Geneva 


JOINT MISSION PROJECTS GROWING 
AMONG U.S. CHURCHES SEEKING UNION 


(New York) - Co-operative mission ventures are developing among the ten U.S. de- 
nominations participating in the Consultation on Church Union. 


On the eve of the seventh annual meeting of the Consultation, to be held in Dayton, 
Ohio March 25-28, a memorandum was issued by the United Presbyterian Board of 
National Missions at the request of the Consultation's executive committee. 


Joint mission is taking place in six principal ways, said the memorandum. They 
are as follows: 


- united ministries where churches have been engaged in competition; 
- united ministries related to specific issues or critical situations; 
- co-operative efforts in planning and strategy looking towards a uni- 
fied ministry; 
-~ commitment to united action in training programmes, educational materials, 


special forms of ministry involving relations with non-ecclesiastical in- 
stitutions, organisations, and specialized types of field services; 


- co-operative development of new congregations; 


- exploration of common judicatory structures and various forms of union 


congregations. 
EPS, Geneva 
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PROVISIONAL GUIDES ON MIXED MARRIAGE 
ISSUED BY DUTCH ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS 


(Utrecht) - Roman Catholic bishops in the Netherlands have given their priests 
a set of provisional guidelines covering the pastoral care of persons who enter 
into or have already contracted a mixed marriage. 


Priests are asked to submit each application for a mixed marriage to their 
bishops. Even within the present canonical regulations, conscientious scruples 
can be taken into account, it is stated. The priest should ascertain, in con- 
versation with the couple, their views regarding the education of their children 
and append this to the application. 


When scruples are expressed against the requirement that the marriage be performed 
before a priest and two witnesses, it has been possible for Rome to grant dispen- 
sation, according to the guidelines. 


Another provision notes that when the marriage rite includes the Holy Eucharist 
and the non-Catholic partner requests permission to communicate, the bishops are 
prepared to approve such requests under certain conditions: if the non-Catholic 
partner is baptized, can accept the Catholic view of the Eucharist, and is ad- 
mitted to the Lord's Supper in his own church, 


Under these guides, links with the church can be re-established in cases where 
earlier practices made it impossible to perform the wedding in the church. 


The bishops' regulations rest on the Instruction on Mixed Marriage issued in 1966 
by the Congregation on the Doctrine of the Faith.» It required the non-Catholic 
partner to do nothing to prevent the Catholic partner from seeing that the 
children are baptized and educated as Catholics. 

EPS, Geneva 


U.S. CLERGY/LAITY DISAGREE 
ON HALT TO VIETNAM BOMBING 


(Philadelphia) - Nearly two-thirds of the North American Protestants who parti- 

cipated in a recent poll disapprove of the way President Johnson is handling the 
war in Vietnam, but more than half of them believe the United States should use 
any force short of nuclear weapons to achieve a military victory there. i 


These were among the findings in an opinion survey conducted among readers of 
magazines representing nine major Protestant denominations. Some 33,934 opinions 
were tabulated. They indicated that: 


- Only about one-third of the respondents favour immediate and unconditional 
cessation of the bombing of North Vietnam, 


- Clergymen and laymen in the denominations are in sharp disagreement on 
some of the major issues of the war, with ministers much more in favour 
of a halt in the bombing, limitation on the use of military strength, and 
the defence of protesters against the war. 


- Three-quarters believe some form of alternative service should be permitted 
for young men who object to serving in the Vietnam war on the basis of 
conscience. 


(more) 
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Identical questions were printed in recent issues of nine publications which 
are a part of Interchurch Features. The questions were presented before the 
Tet offensive and have to be interpreted in that light. 

On the question of an unconditional halt to the bombing of North Vietnam, 287 
of the laity approved, 60% disapproved. Of the clergy questioned 57% approved, 
38% disapproved. 


Those favouring the use of all military strength short of nuclear weapons to 
achieve victory were 60% of laymen but only 30% of the clergy. 
EPS, Geneva 


RHODESIAN METHODISTS TO PRESS 
CHURCH UNION DISCUSSIONS 


(New York) - A strong desire to continue church union conversations has been 
expressed by the Methodist Church in Rhodesia. 


"We believe that God is calling us to make the unity of his church visible in 
Rhodesia through one fully committed fellowship", said a statement drawn up by 
Methodist leaders and representatives of the World Division of the Methodist 
Board of Missions in America. This was one of the conclusions reached at a 
mission consultation last month in Old Umtali, Rhodesia. 


"We desire to continue simultaneously in church union conversations with (1) Uni- 
ted Church of Christ, (2) the Methodist Synod (related to British Methodism), 

(3) Anglicans, Presbyterians, Congregationalists and others who may join in:those 
talks. We believe that ecumenical mission by the churches in one place can pre- 
cede organic church unity", the statement affirmed. 


Rhodesian Methodists accepted in principle the idea of autonomy for their church 
and proposed that the Annual Conference study the steps necessary to achieve it. 
Also they agreed to develop a plan of financial self-support for ministers. 


The church wants to continue its educational, medical and other institutions but 
agreed to see if resources are being utilized to their fullest capacity. 


Missionaries are still needed and "can serve as a unique bridge and witness" 
between various segments of society: between church and government, between 

the African society and the European. "They can serve as a witness when an 
African is head of a mission or unit of work and a missionary works under his 
supervision", it was stated. The statement also recommmended that women be given 
opportunity for training for medicine and social work, and that attention be 


given to opening new careers for them. 
. EPS, Geneva 


INDONESIAN SEMINARIES START 
CRASH PROGRAMME 


(Djakarta) - All theological training institutions in Indonesia have launched a 
crash programme to train new pastors to meet the shortage created by rapid church 
growth in the past two-and-a-half years. Large numbers of applicants for. ad- 
mission to the special training programme are reported. At the seminary here, 
for example, 67 candidates applied for the 20 places available in the new course. 


EPS, Geneva 
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EAST GERMAN BISHOPS PETITION 
PREMIER ON NEW CONSTITUTION 


(Berlin, East Germany) - Leading representatives of the Protestant regional 
churches ("landeskirchen") in East Germany are "disturbed" over the wording of 
Article 38 in the new state constitution. 


The article, which replaces nine articles on religion in the old constitution, 
leaves many questions open regarding practical interpretation, the bishops stated 
in an appeal to Premier Walter Ulbricht. 


"We fear that present wording of Article 38 may result in unnecessary complica- 
tions in church-state relationships, said the bishops. '"'Therefore we ask that 
Christian citizens who co-operate in the construction of the Socialist state 

be given unambiguous assurances regarding all aspects of their church life. 


"Even if a constitution cannot regulate all those questions...it must lay down 
certain inalienable basic rights. We therefore propose the following new formu- 
lation of Article 38: 


"'Every citizen of the German Democratic Republic has the right to profess a 
religious faith and to engage in religious rites. The activities of the churches 
and other religious associations, especially pastoral care, religious instruc- 
tion and welfare work, will be guaranteed. The churches and other religious 
associations will regulate their affairs independently and in accordance with 

the laws which apply to all. Their legal capacity, their property and the right 
to request their members to pay regular contributions and make occasional dona- 
tions will be guaranteed.'" 


The Article, as it currently stands, is brief, permitting expression of religion 
and stating that the churches should regulate their activities “in harmony" 
with the legal provisions. It gives no specific guarantees. 

EPS, Geneva 


FURTHER STUDY OF INTERCOMMUNION 
ASKED IN LUTHERAN/CATHOLIC TALKS 


(New York) - A Lutheran-Roman Catholic consultation on intercommunion here con- , 
cluded that consensus on the issue must await further study of "the entire problem 
of ministry". 


The participants, 11 Lutheran and 12 Roman Catholic theologians, described the 
talks as "extensive and fruitful", and set the next consultation for September 27- 
29. The New York session was under the sponsorship of the USA National Committee 
of the Lutheran World Federation and the Committee on Ecumenical and Inter-reli- 
gious Affairs of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops. 


Intercommunion was the selected topic, a joint statement said, because it was 
recognised "to be one of the pressing and as yet unresolved problems demanding 
further discussions". 


"There is evidence of uneasiness in both churches as to the propriety of un- 
authorized Eucharist communion among separated Christians", the statement said. 


Lutheran position papers were presented by Dr. Philip J. Hefner, of the Lutheran 

School of Theology in Chicago, and Dr. Fred Kramer of Concordia Seminary at Spring- 

field, Illinois. Msgr. Joseph W. Baker of the St. Louis Archdiocese also spoke. 
EPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH/U.S. METHODISTS MOVE 
TO CO-OPERATE MOCRE FULLY 


(Boston, Massachusetts) - British and American Methodists took an important 
step towards eventual organic union at a meeting held here March 4-7. Nine 
British and seven American leaders participated. 


It was recommended that two ministers and two laymen from each country have 
full voting rights in the respective denominations, effective in 1970. 


Transfer of ministers from either church to the other may be affected through 
proper authority. Related boards and departments of missions are encouraged 
to co-ordinate their work at home and abroad. When possible, an executive 
officer of the related American board or British department shall be present 
when major decisions are to be taken. 


When either church considers opening up new work in an area where the other is 
already established, the new work should be fully incorporated with that of the 
church already in the field. 


The recommendations must now be voted on by the respective conferences. 


"Until now we have been first cousins", said Bishop James K. Mathews. "Now 
we'll have voting delegates at the highest judicatory level, with full voting 
rights for visiting ministers, through a constitutional amendment." 

EPS, Geneva 


NEEDS OF THAI CHURCH WORKERS 
HIGHLIGHTED AT CONSULTATION 


(Chiengmei, North Thailand) - Eighty-two pastors and church workers from 12 
districts of the Church of Christ in Thailand conferred for five davs last 
month at the youth camp on Doi Suthep Mountain near here. 


Among the proposals drawn up for presentation to the church's executive committee 
were suggestions for revision of the Handbook for Christian Worship to make it 
speak more directly to Thai people, revision of the constitution, and a plan to 
provide some financial security for ministers and their widows, including health 
and some retirement benefits. In addition, it was held that ministers should 
have some distinguishing dress that would give them ready access to people in 


need in hospitals or in the street. EPS, Geneva 


TWO MORE LATIN AMERICAN CHURCHES 
REQUEST INDEPENDENCE 


(New York) - Methodists in Costa Rica and Panama have joined their fellow church- 
men in five other Latin American countries in asking for autonomy. 


Thus all churches in the present Latin America Methodist Central Conference have 
now asked for permission to become autonomous. A total of 24 annual conferences 
around the world have petitioned the Uniting Conference in Dallas in April to 
change their status so that they can become either parts of united churches or 
autonomous Methodist bodies. 


EPS, Geneva 
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PERSONNEL FOR SAIGON REFUGEE CENTRE SOUGHT 


(Bangkok) - Despite the increasing dangers created by the recent military events 
in Vietnam, the EACC is planning an immediate increase in the staff of Asian 
Christian Service. Eight more staff members are being urgently sought through 
the NCCs of the Asian area. 


Among those to be appointed will be women experienced in nursery school work 
and home economics to train Vietnamese, a man with experience in social work, 
youth work and handicrafts, three nurses to run a clinic, and a transport and 
supplies officer. Only Asians are being sought because of the security risk. 
EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES IN HOLLAND TO FORM NEW ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 


(Lunteren, Holland) - At its Spring Synod the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands 
(Gereformeerde Kerken) decided to join the Council of Churches in the Netherlands, 
now in process of formation. They are the last churches to do so. 


This opens the way for a new inter-confessional association superseding the 
existing Ecumenical Council of Churches. The new council, in which twelve churches 
and church-communities will co-operate, will probably be constituted in May. 
Each member church will send the same number of delegates irrespective of its 
size. 

EPS, Geneva 


PLANS FOR ECUMENICAL CHURCH IN PAKISTAN PROCEED 


(Bangkok) - Five acres of land have been secured for an ecumenical church in a 
strategic area in Islamabad, Pakistan, Bishop Chandu Ray of the West Pakistan 
Christian Council stated this week. 


Roman Catholics and all other Christian churches in West Pakistan join the West 
Pakistan Christian Council in this project scheduled for 1968-69. 


The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Pakistan, president of the project, 
called a meeting for March 22 to form a property holding trust, to go over plans 
for building, to elect officers and to work out practical details for implement- 


ing the project. EPS, Geneva 


COMMON TRANSLATION OF OLD TESTAMENT INTO KOREAN 


(Seoul) - A Roman Catholic-Protestant committee for a common translation of the 
Old Testament into Korean has been set up here. Representatives of the churches 
decided to use Kittel's edition of the original text and to consult versions 

in other languages. 


They will follow the principles for common translation expressed by the Secre- 
tariat for Christian Unity and the United Bible Society, 


EPS, Geneva 
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INTERNATIONAL ECONOMISTS TO PARTICIPATE 
IN WORLD COUNCIL/ROMAN CATHOLIC CONFERENCE 


(Rome/Geneva) - The Exploratory Committee on Society, Development and Peace, 
through its co-chairmen, Msgr. Joseph Gremillion and Mr. Max Kohnstamm, marked 
the first anniversary of the promulgation of Pope Paul VI's Encyclical Populorum 
Progressio (March 26) by announcing details of the Conference on World Co-op- 
eration for Development. It is to be held in Beirut, Lebanon, April 21-27. 


They pointed out that this is the first major undertaking of the committee, which 
was established last June under the joint sponsorship of the Pontifical Commission 
Justice and Peace and the World Council of Churches. The conference, they say, 
represents a first step in what its organisers hope will develop into a world-wide 
programme to mobilize public opinion in support of concrete action to bridge the 
ever-widening gap between rich and poor nations. 


A select group of experts on problems of economic development will confer in Beirut 
with representatives of the Roman Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox churches. 
According to Msgr. Gremillion and Mr. Kohnstamm, it is hoped that from the inter- 
change of expert opinion will emerge a substantial, if not total, agreement on 

a number of key positions which the churches can validly endorse and behind which 
they can rally their constituencies. 


Among those who will present papers as the basis for working group discussions are 
the Hon. T.J. Mboya, Minister of Planning and Development, Kenya; Lady Jackson 
(Barbara Ward), recently appointed to the Albert Schweitzer Chair of International 
Economics of Development at Columbia University, New York City; Sir Arthur Lewis 
of the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, Princeton Uni- 
versity; Irving Friedman, chief economist of the World Bank; Gilbert Blardone, 
professor at the University of Grenoble and editor of Chronique Sociale de France; 
André Philip, formerly professor of economics at the Sorbonne and now director of 
the Organisation for Co-operation and Economic Development; also Horacio Godoy, 
director of the Action Committee for Latin America; S.L. Parmar, instructor in 
international economics at the University of Allahabad; Max Kohnstamm, former 
secretary of the High Authority of the European Coal and Steel Community and 
currently vice-president of the Action Committee for the United States of Europe; 
Jan Tinbergen, chairman of the United Nations Development Planning Committee. 
Professor Tinbergen will also serve as co-chairman of the Conference together with 
Mr. Bernard Chidzero, the resident representative of the United Nations to the 
Government of Kenya. 


A number of international organisations have evinced lively interest in the Beirut 
meeting. Secretary General U Thant of the United Nations will be represented by 
Philip de Seynes, associate secretary general. The World Bank is sending Harold 
Graves, a vice-president. Dr. A.H. Boerma, director general of the Food and Agri- 
culture Organisation, has named Charles Weitz, head of the Freedom from Hunger 
Campaign, to represent him. Paul Hoffman, director of the United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme, prevented from attending himself, is sending one of his senior 
associates. 


George H. Dunne, S.J., the secretary of the Exploratory Committee and of the Beirut 
Conference, reports that enquiries received in his Geneva office show that the 
Conference has awakened widespread interest. 


"The importance of Beirut", he says, “is that for the first time Protestant and 
Orthodox churches and the Roman Catholic Church are joining forces and pooling 


(more) 
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resources in a world-wide campaign to awaken mankind to a realisation that an 
increasing chasm divides the rich from the poor, and to quicken the Christian 
conscience to a sense of responsibility and of moral obligation. The hope is 

that this will lead to further steps both in the direction of Christian unity 

and in the realisation of the goals both of Populorum Progressio and of the 

World Conference on Church and Society, sponsored by the World Council of Churches. 


EPS, Geneva 


ZAGORSK MEETING DRAWS THEOLOGICAL 
MEMORANDA FOR UPPSALA ASSEMBLY 


(Zagorsk) - Thirty-five theologians, sociologists and economists from five con- 
tinents attended the consultation on theological issues arising from the 1966 

World Conference on Church and Society. Invited by the WCC Secretariat on Faith 

and Order and the Department on Church and Society, they were guests of the Russian 
Orthodox Church during s sessions at the Theological Academy in the historic monastery 
here. 


In the group was a strong contingent of Russian Orthodox professors from Moscow 
and Leningrad Theological Academies, as well as seven Roman Catholic observer- 
consultants named by the Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace. 


The central question was the following: in the struggle for a more human society, 
what criteria does theology provide for judging "the human"? 


As its main work, the consultation produced five memoranda for use at the WCC Fourth 
Assembly in Uppsala. They discuss theological considerations which enter into an 
understanding of the nature of man, of Christian social ethics, of the meaning of 
revolution, of the impact of technology, and of the Church's responsibility for 
social and international life. 


In discussing the criteria for the "human", one speaker noted the distorted image 
of man implicit in many scientific and political views, which leads to cruelty 
and inhumanity. The key to man's dignity and worth is in his relationship to God, 
said this paper. 


"yet if theology does not want to become fanatical, it cannot do without help from 
the scientific search for knowledge." This necessitates dialogue between theologians 
and social, psychological and other scientists in order to reach a fuller under- 
standing of man's true nature. 


The same paper also said that the truly human, as Sprod in Jesus Christ, means 
readiness to undertake responsibility for meeting men's basic needs, to resist 
whatever thwarts them, and to suffer in solidarity with the outcast and the under- 
privileged. 


On the meaning of revolution, the Zagorsk consultation said: "Theology should 

free the Christian and the Church from interpretations of teaching about creation, 
providence and law which have generally exaggerated the importance of order rela- 
tive to justice, to make possible a dynamic relation between order and justice.... 
Christian theology warns us against sacralizing either the status quo or revolution". 


As technology enables man to master nature, the relation of providence and human 
responsibility needs to be re-thought, said the theologians. Christians were urged 


(more) 
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to provide models for social. development. which take account of. the overall. aims 
and goals of society. . Not only scientific analysis, but, also "elements of 
vision and prophecy" are needed. 


During the consultation the churchmen worshippped with the congregation in the 
Refectory Church of St. Sergius, one of the nine churches, two cathedrals and 
three chapels in the monastery. Afterwards they were guests of Metropolitan 
Nikodim and the monks in the refectory. 


On another occasion the Rev. Adeolu Adegbola of Nigeria presided at a celebration 
of Holy Communion according to the Methodist rite. Students from the Theological 
Academy were in the congregation. The last afternoon Patriarch Alexis received 
the leaders of the consultation at his residence in Zagorsk, and that evening 

a dinner was given in his name for all participants. ce . 
EPS, Geneva 


DR. BLAKE RE-AFFIRMS INTENTION 
TO VISIT GREECE BEFORE UPPSALA 


(Geneva) - Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, has stated Wesel at 
expects to visit Greece before the Uppsala Assembly. 


At a press conference held by Archbishop Hieronymos in Athens on March 13 it 
was announced that the Church of Greece would not send delegates to the WCC 
Fourth Assembly. The Archbishop was also quoted as saying that Dr. Blake was 
"not welcome" in Greece. 


However, a letter yee the primate has indicated that Dr. Blake would be welcome sen 
in Greece if he came "in the capacity of a dear friend". cus 


The WCC executive said he would make the trip at such time as Dr. Nikos Nissiotis, 
WCC associate general secretary, recommends that it would be useful. Dr, Nissiotis 
is presently lecturing at the University of Athens, where he is a professor and 
teaches part of each year. 


The letter from the Archbishop was “warm and personal", according to Dr. Blake, 
and gave "promise of usefulness for future personal conversations". 


Dr. Blake said he had acknowledged briefly the Greek primate's official letter, 
explaining that there were many "misunderstandings" of the WCC Executive ‘Committee 
action on Greece (EPS No. 7). . . =e 


But the WCC general secretary indicated that his reply did not at all enter into 
the substance of the difficulties involved. 
EPS, Geneva 


PENTECOSTAL EVANGELIST TO BECOME METHODIST 


(Oklahoma City, Oklahoma) - Methodist Bishop W. Angie Smith of Oklahoma City 
announced here that evangelist Oral Roberts will be received into the ministry of 
the Methodist Church at the 1968 session of the Oklahoma Annual Conference. | 


The widely known faith-healer and president of Oral Roberts University of Tulsa 
has been affiliated with the Pentecostal Holiness Church. 


EPS, Geneva 
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DICARWS COMMITTEE APPROVES INCREASED 
RELIEF PROGRAMMES, STAFF CHANGES 


(Geneva) - The Committee of the Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World 
Service, meeting here March 20-22, agreed to increase the appeal on behalf of 
victims of the Nigerian conflict from $250,000 to $500,000. The action came 
after a report by Acting Director Charles Arbuthnot on the assistance that the 
division is rendering to the area. 


Cash contributions of more than $1,100,000 were reported to have been received 
in Geneva in response to the division's appeal on behalf of Middle East refugees. 
Dr. Arbuthnot said that an additional $1,000,000 worth of material aid had been 
sent into the area by the churches. 


The Divisional Committee approved for recommendation to the churches several 
more projects. At the request of the Migration Sub-committee, special emphasis 
was put on funds to study the economic, sociological, cultural and ecclesiastical 
factors involved in the movement of migrants into and within the Moselle-Lorraine 
area of northern Europe, in parts of France, Germany and the whole of Luxembourg. 


The Committee appointed Mr. M. Christopher King, former head of the WCC Refugee 
Office in Athens, to succeed Dr. John B. Holt as director of the WCC Refugee 
Programme. Dr. Holt has resigned his post to undertake a teaching assignment in 
the USA. : 


Since coming to the Geneva headquarters in 1962, Mr. King has been secretary for 
Orthodox churches and countries, Old Catholics and the Near East. 


Dr. Heinrich Puffert was named area secretary for Europe. He succeeds Dr. Glen 
Garfield Williams, who has become full-time general secretary of the Conference 
of European Churches. Dr. Puffert has been responsible for surveying areas of 
acute human need. 


Both assignments are for one year so that the new director of the division, 
Mrs. Charlotte Browne-Mayers, will have full freedom to review structures and 
assignments in the division. 


On the last day of its sessions the Committee met with the Executive Committee 
of the Division of World Mission and Evangelism to hear reports on the newly 
created Christian Medical Commission, and to discuss the relationship between 
mission and service projects. 


A special tribute was paid to Miss Janet Lacey, vice-chairman of the DICARWS Com- 
mittee who is retiring as director of Christian Aid in Great Britain, and to 
Dr. Heinrich Hellstern, who likewise is retiring as director of the Swiss Inter- 


church Aid Committee (HEKS). 
EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN LAYMEN CAN DISTRIBUTE COMMUNION 


(Vatican City) - The Sacred Congregation of the Sacraments has given the West 
German hierarchy permission to allow laymen to distribute Communion when sufficient 


priests or deacons are not available 


Granted on a three-year experimental basis, the permission will also allow mothers 
superior of religious communities to administer Communion in their convent chapels. 


EPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH CHURCHMEN URGE NEGOTIATION 
FOLLOWING NIGERIA VISITS 


(London) - Two delegations of churchmen from Great Britain who visited both sides 
to the Nigerian conflict in early March found a sufficient area for negotiation 
to make feasible a meeting of the two parties. The goal would be to work out a 
new formula of association. 


The British churchmen said at a meeting here on March 20 following their return 
that they would encourage all efforts by outside authorities to bring the parties 
to the conference table. They think it important to help break down the sense 

of isolation felt by the people of Biafra and urged fuller press, radio and TV 
coverage on both sides of the war. 


Support for the International Red Cross and allied agencies such as Christian 
Aid in Britain was recommended to get relief and medical supplies to both ‘sides. 


They also commended to all Christians the joint appeal on Nigeria issued March 20 
by the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches (EPS Now 11). 


The delegation to the Federal-controlled territory consisted of Bishop Kenneth 
Sansbury, general secretary of the British Council of Churches, who» represented 
the Church of England; the Very Rev. Archibald Watt, former moderator of» the 
Church of Scotland; and the Rev. Maldwyn Edwards, past president of the Methodist 
Conference. 


The delegation to Biafra consisted of the Rt. Rev. Leonard Wilson, Bishop of 
Birmingham; . the Rev. James Dougall, Overseas Council of the Church of Scotland; 
and the Rev. Hugh E, Thomas, West Africa secretary of the Methodist: Missionary 
Society. | 
EPS, Geneva 


ONE KOREAN STUDENT MOVEMENT 
SUGGESTED BY CONSULTATION 


(Seoul) - A consultation on ecumenical strategy in the Korean universities has 
proposed that the three organisations now doing student work - YMCA, YWCA, and 
Korean Student Christian Movement - dissolve their individual programmes and 
sponsor a single united movement. 


A board of trustees is suggested as the decision-making body for the new movement. 
lt would have control over basic policy, budget and personnel. 

\ 
To put the proposal into effect, it is recommended that a promotional committee 
be created composed of students, staff and professors. Financial assistance © 
was requested from the Korean Student Christian Council (KSCC). 


November 30, 1968 was set as the deadline for establishment of the new movement. 


"The united movement which is brought about by the above agreement is to be the’ 
ecumenical Student Christian Movement centred in the university, and it will 
represent Korea in the World Student Christian Federation", said participants 

in the consultation. 


Sponsors of the Seoul meeting were the National Christian Council of Korea and 
the KSCC. EPS, Geneva 
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AFRICA CHURCH/SOCIETY MEETING 
DEBATES USE OF FORCE 


(Abidjan) - "All hope that the problems of Southern Africa can be solved without 
the use of force’ seems to be lost", said delegates from churches in both French 
and English-speaking Africa. They attended the five-day Consultation on Church 
and Society in Africa at the University of Ivory Coast. 


The consultation was sponsored jointly by the All Africa Conference of Churches 
(AACC) and the WCC.° In addition to some 40 delegates from Protestant churches, 
there were three Roman Catholics appointed by the Pontifical Commission Justice 
and Peace. 


"We could not condemn the use of force outright", said the consultation in its 
report on the Christian concern with political and international affairs. "In- 
stead we recognised that under certain circumstances violence or the threat 

of it has value in prompting drastic steps towards the amelioration of unbearable 
situations." 


The delegates cited the recent South African terrorist trials of 33 Southwest 
Africans and the executions by the Smith Regime in Rhodesia as grounds for loss 
of hope. Considerable disillusionment also had resulted from the "adverse 
decision’on South West Africa" given by the International Court of Justice in 
1966, they said. 


After appealing to both sides in the Nigerian conflict to realise that "a quick 
end to the fratricidal war will be in the best interest of all", the consultation 
proposed that the AACC send delegates to both sides. They should collect view- 
points "with a view to reaching a reconciliation". 


Christians were urged to support all efforts towards co-operation among African 
nations, including the Organisation for African Unity (OAU). It was suggested 
that an AACC staff member be assigned to OAU headquarters. 


Some of the speakers were sharply critical of the Church's role in the African 
revolution. Mr. 'Bola Ige, a Nigerian lawyer,who is Commissioner for Agriculture 
in Western Nigeria, questioned whether there was any Christian concern for the 
African cultural revolution. 


"The African churches do not understand what is happening. They are ill-equipped 
to understand and afraid to do so. Consequently the Church is culturally sterile", 
he said. 


Another speaker, Dr. John Karefa-Smart, formerly Sierra.Leone's Foreign Minister, 
spoke of Africa's role in world affairs. He touched on such problems as the 
random boundaries of nations and their effect on sovereignty, the issue of self- 
determination as posed by Nigeria, and African unity and world economics. 


"Africans, especially Christians, should not take fixed positions", he said, but 
should keep open a dialogue "even with those who represent positions with which 
we cannot agree". . 


Oo Siatrmed of the consultation were Anglican i Seth Kale of Lagos and 
Mr. Paul Soppo-Priso of Cameroon. 


EPS, Geneva 
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JAPANESE CHRISTIANS HOLD MILITARY 
FORCE NO SOLUTION IN VIETNAM 


(Tokyo) - The United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) has sent a letter to the 
churches and people of the United States analyzing the drastic changes that have 
taken place in the Vietnam war since January. 


The. Japanese Christians - on the basis of their belief that the National Libera- 
tion Front is "a peoples’ movement", that American aid and military power! are 
sources of corruption in South Vietnam, and that 100,000 civilians have*lost their 
lives and heavy bombing has not weakened the power of the Vietcong - say the 
Vietnam problem cannot be solved by military force. 


They also acknowledge responsibility for planting the seeds of the conflict, saying: 


"During World War II Japan invaded Vietnam and did great damage to the people. 
Moreover, because of various political conditions France was again given ruling 
powers over Vietnam. When we think of this as being the basic cause of the 20 
years of war in Vietnam, we Japanese feel a deep responsibility." 


The Kyodan letter also states that "the recent economic growth of Japan can be 
partly attributedto the fact that it has benefitted from this war. When we .know 
that the people of Vietnam are suffering and dying, we are deeply pained and can- 
not enjoy our comfortable living". 

EPS, Geneva 


CZECH GOVERNMENT URGED 
TO RESTORE RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


(Prague) - During a conversation with Mr. Karel Hoffman, Czech Minister of pa. 
Education, Bishop Frantisek Tomasek, the apostolic administrator of the Archdio- 
cese of Prague, asked for full restoration of religious liberty in Czechoslovakia, _ 
as part of the process of democratisation in the country. He particularly urged 
that certain priests and nuns should be rehabilitated, especially Cardinal Beran, 
Archbishop of Prague, who is at present living in Rome. Mr. Tomasek also assured 
the government that the Church fully supports “efforts at democratisation”. 


Previously Mr. Alexandre Dubcek, secretary of the Communist Party, had received 

a letter signed by more than 20,000 Catholics (both laymen and clergy), requesting 

that the position of the Church in Czechoslovakia be normalised. 
EPS, Geneva 


WSCF ASIA COMMITTEE RECOGNISED 
AS AGENCY FOR UNIVERSITY WORK 


(Bangkok) - The East Asia Christian Conference has recognised the Asia Committee 

of the World Student Christian Federation as "the ecumenical body responsible for 
planning a sustained programme for the life and witness of the Christian community | 
in the Asian academic world". 


The action was taken at the recent EACC Fourth Assembly held here. The assembly 
asked its Continuation Committee to nominate at least three persons familiar with 
the university work as its representatives on the WSCF Asia Committee. 


It was suggested that the WSCF group invite other Christian organisations active 


on the university scene either to appoint a permanent fraternal representative 
®r send an observer to meetings. EPS. Geneva 
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GREEK DRAFT CONSTITUTION RETAINS 
SAME PROVISIONS ON RELIGION 


(Athens) - The articles on religion contained in the proposed new Greek constitu- 
tion are identical to those in the previous constitutional charter. Plans to re- 
vise the constitution were first announced after the military coup of April 1967. 


There is a total of 125 articles in the proposed legal instrument. The first two 
deal with religion. The document declares: 


"The established religion in Greece is that of the Eastern Orthodox Church of 
Christ. Proselytism and every other interference with the established religion 
is prohibited. 


"The Orthodox Church of Greece, acknowledging as its head our Lord Jesus Christ, 

is indissolubly united in doctrine with the Great Church of Christ in Constantinople 
and every other Church of the same doctrine, following steadily as they do, the 
Holy Apostolic Synodical Canons and holy traditions. It is autocephalous and 
exercises its sovereign rights independently of other churches. It is administered 
by a Holy Synod of Bishops." 


Archbishop Hieronymos of Athens and All Greece is head of the Holy Synod. Under 
the former constitution, the synod was composed of 12 members elected by the bishops 
of the church. The present synod of nine bishops was formed by Metropolitan Con- 
stantine of Patras after the government had dissolved the previous synod. 


Two other constitutional provisions relating to the governing of the church 
stipulate: 


"The text of the Holy Bible is maintained unalterable. Its rendering into a 
different linguistic form without previous approval by the autocephalous Church 
of Greece and of the Great Church of Christ in Constantinople is absolutely pro- 
hibited." 


Another constitutional provision. states that "freedom of religious conscience is 
inviolable". It continues: 


"Any religion of a professed doctrine is free and its worship takes place un- 
hindered, and under the protection of the law. The priests of all known religions 
are subject to the same state supervision as those of the established religion 

in Greece. The free ame Piel Ra of religious duties shall not be permitted to offend 


public order or good morals.' 
EPS, Geneva 


SOUTHERN BAPTISTS SENDING FIRST 
MISSIONARIES TO ANGOLA 


(Geneva) - In the wake of reports that two North American denominations are with- 
drawing their missionaries from Angola (EPS No. 10), the Foreign Mission Board 

of the Southern Baptist Convention (USA) has announced that it is sending its 
first missionaries to Angola. They are responding to a petition from the Baptist 
Convention of Angola. ; 


The United Church of Canada and the United Church of Christ (USA) are withdrawing 
their missionaries because of harassment from the Portuguese Government. 
. EPS, Geneva 
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AACC ASSEMBLY SCHEDULED FOR ABIDJAN 
IN SEPTEMBER '69, FUND DRIVE VOTED 


(Abidjan) - The 1969 Assembly of the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) will 
be held in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, on September 1-12. This will be the first AACC 
assembly scheduled in a French-speaking country. 


Some 500 participants are expected to discuss theological and ecclesiastical pro- 
blems, as well as cultural, socio-economic and political issues in contemporary 
Africa. 


Tentative arrangements for the assembly were announced by the AACC Planning Com- 
mittee following a six-day meeting of some 30 persons here the third week of 
March. Mr. Henry Makulu of Zambia, AACC's chairman, presided. 


The committee drew up an assembly budget, and is requesting that the African 
churches launch a campaign to raise a fund of "one million shillings” to cover 
assembly expenses. 


Much of the preparation and planning will be carried out by Mr. Jean Fischer of 
Geneva, WCC co-secretary for Africa, who will be based in Abidjan from September 
1968 onwards. He was named organising secretary for the meeting. 


The Rev. Seth Nomenyo of Togo summed up the committee's expectations in these words: 
"We have high hopes that the forthcoming assembly will inspire change in the life 
of our churches. We have a vision of the immense and varied tasks, we see the 

many opportunities challenging our churches, and we must be prepared to act and 

to witness because we have complete confidence in the Lord to whom we are duty 
bound to listen". 


The AACC was formally constituted at an inaugural assembly in Kampala, Uganda in 
April 1963, following a long period of preparation initiated by the African churches 
at Ibadan, Nigeria in 1958. Now the AACC has more than 75 member churches. Its 
general secretary is Mr. Samuel Amissah of Ghana, and his associate is the Rev. 
James Lawson of Dahomey. 

EPS, Geneva 


CANADIAN CHURCHES PLAN ECUMENICAL 
CONFERENCE ON POVERTY 


(Toronto) - Protestant and Orthodox churches in Canada, as well as the Roman 
Catholic Church and Pentecostal groups, are joining in sponsoring a three-day con- 
ference on poverty May 26-29. It will be held at the University of Montreal. 


It will be a sequel to the Geneva Conference on Church and Society, according to 
Dr. Charles E. Hendry, director of the School of Social Work at the University 

of Toronto, a co-chairman of the conference. Mrs. George P. Vanier, widow of the 
late Canadian Governor-General, is also a co-chairman. 


The Montreal gathering will operate under the title of "Christian Conscience and 
Poverty". | 


The denominations taking part will send a total of 500 delegates; roughly 80% 
will be lay men and women. Among them will be members of families with incomes 
of less than $3,000 a year. Youth will be represented. 

(more) 
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"This is not a conference to enable the churches to speak to society", said 
Dr. Hendry. "It is exactly the reverse." He felt many of the recommendations 
would involve changes within the church. 


Among the speakers at general sessions will be British economist Lady Jackson 
(Barbara Ward), Bishop Helder Camara of Recife, Brazil, Prof. Richard Shaull 
of Princeton Seminary, and Brazilian social scientist Jose de Castro. 

EPS, Geneva 


NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT INTRODUCES 
SECURITY CHECKS ON MISSIONARIES 


(Lagos) - The Nigerian Government announced here that, as a precautionary 
measure during the present civil war, it will make monthly security checks on 
all foreign missionariés. 


All missionary organisations have been ordered to provide information regularly 
on the nationality, profession, position and location of their staff members. 
Major denominations most affected by this regulation include the Roman Catholic, 
Anglican, Methodist, Presbyterian and Baptist churches. 


"It is not our intention to depart markedly from the previous liberal policy of 

_ exempting missionaries from sending staff reports", a government spokesman said, 
"but it is equally important that we maintain accurate records of all such insti- 
tutions". 


Although government officials have not made any specifically anti-missionary 
statement, criticism of missionaries has been broadcast by Radio Nigeria. One 
such broadcast, in February, assailed the work of "peace-makers and missionary 
do-gooders". . 


It said that reports of the bombing of a missionary hospital in Biafra were part 


of an effort to "blackmail the Federal Military Government". 
EPS, Geneva 


'GENERAL' CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 
SUGGESTED BY NCC EXECUTIVE 


(Cleveland, Ohio) - A high-ranking National Council of Churches executive, Dr. 
Robert C. Dodds, called here for a declaration of a "general church membership". 


"Thus, if you should become a member of the Methodist’ Church", he said at John 
Carroll University, a Jesuit school here, "you would become simultaneously a fully 
eligible member of the AME Zion Church and the Roman Catholic Church and the 
United Church of Christ and the Episcopal Church". 


In actual practice, Dr. Dodds continued, some will maintain a "life-long fidelity 
to a single tradition", but others would find "moments of intense exposure to 
many traditions almost at once - a Lutheran Bible study, a Methodist prayer group, 
a Roman Catholic Mass, a United Church of Christ service project . 


Dr. Dodds emphasized that in talking about a "general church membership" he was 
not talking about intercommunion, nor ministerial orders and apostolic succession, 
but was suggesting that "Christian membership consists of all those who have been 
baptized into Christ, a point on which our theologians have achieved ecumenical 
Dr. Dodds is associate secretary of the NCC's Division of Christian 


WT 
consensus . 
EPS, Geneva 


Unity. 
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PHOTO OLKOUMENE 


Speakers at the Fourth Assembly of the WCC at Uppsala, Sweden in July will be 

as follows: (216) M.M. Thomas, director, Christian Institute for the Study of 
Religion and Society, Bangalore, India; (217) Rev. Roberto Tucci, S.J., editor, 

La Civilta Cattolica ; (218) the Hon. Kenneth Kaunda, President of the Republic 
of Zambia; (219) Lady Jackson (Barbara Ward), economist, author and lecturer; 
(220) Dr. Hendrikus Berkhof, professor of Biblical Theology, University of Leiden; 
(221) Dr. Robert W. Bertram, professor of Systematic Theology, Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis, Missouri (USA); (222) Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, retired WCC general 
secretary; (223) Father Paul Verghese, president, Syrian Orthodox Theological 
Seminary, Kottayam, Kerala, India; (224) Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., noted 
Baptist preacher and winner of the Nobel Peace Prize; (225) Dr. Krister Stendahl, 
professor of Biblical Studies, Harvard Divinity School, Cambridge, Massachusetts 
(USA); (226) Dr. Savas C. Agouridis, professor of New Testament, Faculty of 
Theology, University of Thessaloniki, Greece; (227) the Hon. Z.K. Matthews, 
Ambassador from Botswana to the United Nations; (228) the Most Rev. Frederick 

D. Coggan, Archbishop of York; (229) Dr. Theodore A. Gill, director, Joint Study 
Commission on Education, WCC and WCCE; (230) the Rev. Christian Krust, President, 
Pentecostal, Free Church in Germany. 


Contemporary forms of worship and religious expression are found in "A Man Dies", 

a musical dramatization of the Passion. The modern production, originated for 
young people of St. James's Presbyterian Church in Locklease, Bristol, England, 
features solos to guitar, dancing to rock-and-roll music, the use of a film-strip 
and group pantomime against a background of Scripture narration. It has been 
performed in several countries and viewed on U.S. and British TV. A recent 
presentation (231-4) was given during Lent in Geneva's Ecumenical Centre, by : 
youth groups of the city's Emmanuel. (Episcopal) Church and the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. 


(235) Uppsala, Sweden's leading university town, will play host to WCC Assembly. 
(236) The Cathedral will be the scene of opening and closing worship services. 


IN BRIEF 


Dr. Samuel H. Miller, an American Baptist minister who had been dean of Harvard 
Divinity School since 1959, died on March 19. He was 68. Under his deanship 

a historic colloquium was held in 1963 composed of 150 Roman Catholic and Protestant 
theologians. In 1966 he was instrumental in planning the International Colloquium 
on Judaism and Christianity. 


Ky, bak. Kua de 


Dr. Jan M. Lochman, professor of systematic theology and philosophy at the 
Comenius Faculty of Theology in Prague, Czechoslovakia, has been named Harry 
Emerson Fosdick Visiting Professor at Union Theological Seminary in New York City 
for 1968-69. He will serve as chairman of the section on world economic and 
social development at the Fourth WCC Assembly in July. 
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CCIA OFFICER EXPRESSES APPRECIATION FOR JOHNSON'S 
"FORWARD STEP", URGES AFFIRMATIVE HANOI RESPONSE 


(Geneva) - Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, director of the WCC's Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs, has sent a message to President Lyndon 
Johnson of the USA commending his decision to stop the bombing of North 
Vietnam except for one area. Dr. Nolde termed the decision "a forward step", 
which moves in the direction of the position which the WCC has advocated. 


At the same time, a telegram went to Foreign Minister Nguyen Duy Trinh of the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam (Hanoi) expressing the fervent hope that Hanoi 
will respond affirmatively by indicating its readiness to move towards negotia- 
tions. 


The full texts of the two messages follow: 


President Lyndon B. Johnson, 
The White House, WASHINGTON D.C. 


Dear Mr. President, 


After consultation with the General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, I express appreciation of the forward step which you 

have taken in your address to the nation on 3lst March. The decision you an- 
nounced to stop the bombing of North Vietnam with the exception of the area 
immediately north of the Demilitarised Zone moves in the direction of the position 
taken by the World Council of Churches through its authorised organs. "In 
seeking to create the possibility of negotiations" the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches, meeting in Crete in the summer of 1967, urged that 

"the United States should stop the bombing of North Vietnam". 


The Central Committee further stated: "North Vietnam, either in advance of or 

in response to the cessation of bombing, should indicate by word and deed its 
readiness to move towards negotiation". On a number of occasions the World 
Council of Churches has urged that "the USSR and the United Kingdom, as continu- 
ing co-chairmen (of the 1954 Geneva Conference), should persevere in and intensify 
their present efforts..." for a negotiated settlement of the conflict in Vietnam. 


We want you to know that, through all channels open to us, we are encouraging 
the Government of North Vietnam to respond positively to your proposed steps, 


whereby it will be possible to move speedily towards a negotiated settlement. 


Be assured of our continuing prayer for peace among the nations and for you in 
your high position as you seek to bring this desire of all men to reality. 


Respectfully yours, 
(Signed) 0. Frederick Nolde 


Director 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 


(more) 
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NGUYEN DUY TRINH, FOREIGN MINISTER, 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM, HANOI 


AFTER CONSULTATION WITH GENERAL SECRETARY WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, DR. EUGENE 
CARSON BLAKE, REITERATE WORLD COUNCIL POSITION THAT UNITED STATES AS STEP TOWARDS 
NEGOTIATION SHOULD STOP BOMBING NORTH VIETNAM stop BELIEVE PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S 
PROPOSAL 31st OF MARCH MOVES STRONGLY IN THIS DIRECTION EVEN THOUGH INCOMPLETE 
stop WORLD COUNCIL FURTHER ASKED NORTH VIETNAM EITHER IN ADVANCE OF OR IN RESPONSE 
TO CESSATION OF BOMBING TO INDICATE BY WORD AND DEED READINESS TO MOVE TOWARDS 
NEGOTIATION stop FERVENTLY HOPE AND PRAY THAT HANOI WILL RESPOND AFFIRMATIVELY 
stop WE ARE CONVINCED THAT. SUCH RESPONSE WILL COMMAND RESPECT AND GRATITUDE THROUGH- 
OUT WORLD AND WILL FACILITATE DE-ESCALATION stop 

O. FREDERICK NOLDE 


WCC DELEGATES DELIVER AID 
TO VICTIMS IN BIAFRA WAR ZONE 


(Geneva) - The Rev. B.T. Molander of the Diakonia Desk in the WCC General Secre- 
tariat, and Mr. Geoffrey Murray of the Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee, and 
World Service (DICARWS) have returned from a week's visit to the Biafra war zone. 
They accompanied a plane load of powdered milk and medical supplies sent in accord- 
ance with a WCC Executive Committee resolution (EPS No. 8) urging that relief be 
furnished quickly to all the victims of the war. 


This mission was undertaken because the churches had, through DICARWS, been able 
earlier to send considerable amounts of food and medical supplies, as well as 
financial support, to the Christian Council of Nigeria. But efforts to aid both 
sides had: been frustrated by the blockade. 


While they were in the Biafran war zone, the two-man delegation saw the WCC cargo 
safely delivered and distributed to Christian hospitals, clinics, and welfare 
institutions. They also conferred with Anglican and Roman Catholic bishops and 
other church leaders, giving them the full text of the common appeal by the Roman 
Catholic Church and World Council. of Churches for peace in Nigeria (EPS No. 11) 
of which the people in the war zone had heard only extracts broadcast by radio. 


On his return to Geneva, Mr. Murray reported: "Our itinerary took us to every part 
of the Biafran war zone and enabled us to see how the churches' hospitals, welfare 
institutions, and farming and social projects are functioning despite the conflict. 
We arranged for funds to be transmitted for their support". 


DICARWS has increased its emergency appeal on behalf of war victims on both sides 
from $250,000 to $500,000. This will enable students stranded in Europe to con- 
tinue their studies, and will allow more shipments of medical supplies, milk 
powder, and babies' food to be sent. to the local churches. Arrangements are now 
in hand for dispatching these cargoes to both sides. 


Among those with whom the WCC delegation conferred were the Anglican Archbishop 

of West Africa (the Most Rev. Cecil John Patterson), the Bishop of Owerri (the 

Rt. Rev. George E.I. Cockin), the Assistant Bishop of the Niger (the Rt. Rev. Lucius 
M. Uzodike), and the Assistant Bishop of the Niger Delta (the Rt. Rev. Hubert A. 

I. Afonya). 


EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES COMMITTEE ON MIGRANTS 
INITIATES STUDY OF MOSELLE/SAAR AREA 


(Geneva) - The first Western European project in the field of migration planned 
co-operatively by Protestant, Orthodox and Anglican Churches starts this month in 
the heavily industrialized area of the Moselle and the Saar. The increasing 
industrialization and economic integration of the region have attracted large 
movements of migrant workers, creating problems of social and cultural integration. 


The area involved includes the Grand-Duchy of Luxemburg, the Département of 
Moselle (France), the Département of Meurthe-et-Moselle, north of the river Orne 
(France) and the Saar (Western Germany). 


The new project, sponsored by the four-year-old Churches Committee on Migrant 
Workers in Western Europe, involves an 18-month study undertaken by two research 
institutes in France and Western Germany. They will investigate the economic, 
sociological and ecclesiastical factors shaping the migrants" life. 


It is hoped that the findings will awaken the churches to their responsibility 
for migrants and arouse a desire for co-operative efforts. The Committee repeat- 
edly warned against unilateral efforts in solving migrant problems. 


The project aims at practical common. action by different churches in different 
countries in the field of the pastoral ministry and social assistance. 


Results of a first-stage pilot enquiry will be available by the end of 1968. 


The Churches Committee is composed of delegates from churches. in Belgium, France, 
Germany, Greece, Italy, Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
United Kingdom and Yugoslavia... It also includes. representatives of the World 
Council of Churches and the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. 

EPS, Geneva 


YUGOSLAV ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 
NAMES EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


(Belgrade) - The newly formed Ecumenical Council of Churches in Yugoslavia 
elected an Executive Committee at its meeting March 14 and charged it to formu- 
late statutes for the new body. 


Officers of the council are as follows: President - Bishop Stefan of Dalmatia 
(Serbian Orthodox); Secretary - Senior Arpad Baksa (Reformed Church); Assistant 
Secretary - Mr. Radomir Rakic (Serbian Orthodox). Other members of the Executive 
Committee are Bishop Juraj Struharik of the Slovakian Lutheran Church, Bishop 
Istvan Csete of the Reformed Church, Superintendent Krumem Kalajlijev of the 
Methodist Church and Prof. Stojan Gosvic of the Theological Faculty of the 

Serbian Orthodox Church. 


The headquarters of the Ecumenical Council are in the Serbian Orthodox Patriarchate 
in Belgrade. 


The move to establish this national ecumenical body in Yugoslavia was given 
impetus by the visit to Belgrade of a delegation from the World Council of 
Churches during the first part of March (EPS No. 10). 

EPS, Geneva 
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GROUP OF BRITISH BAPTISTS 
URGES UNITY MOVES 


(London) - A forthright and positive call to fellow-Baptists to take the 
ecumenical issue in Britain much more seriously, has been issued by a group 
of West Midlands clergy and laity under the title "Baptists for Unity". 


In marked contrast to the 1967 Baptist Union report "Baptists and Unity" (and 
recent statements by the B.U. Council) refusing to commit Baptists to negotia- 
tions towards unity by 1980, "Baptists for Unity" puts forward an ecumenical 
agenda for Baptists, in the spirit of the Nottingham Conference on Faith and 
Order held in 1964. 


It calls upon the Council "to make an immediate contribution to the cause of 
Christian unity for mission" by seeking authority "to propose to the Congrega- 
tional Church of England and Wales, the Presbyterian Church of England and the 
Churches of Christ that our four denominations negotiate together for union", 
and “to inform the British Council of Churches that Baptists will join with 
other member churches in a covenant which implies a commitment to negotiate for 
union and not to give up until union is achieved, It should also commit the 
participating churches, without delay, to greatly increased partnership and co- 
operation at the national, regional and local level. 

EPS, Geneva 


WALDENSIAN SEMINARY ALLOWS 
STUDENTS TO USE HALL 


(Rome) - At the request of university students in Rome, the professors of the 
Waldensian Faculty have permitted them to meet in the Aula Magna of the seminary. 
Students had been forced by the police to meet outside the university buildings. 


By their action the Waldensian Faculty clearly recognised the validity of the 
student protests. Recent demonstrations have urged reforms in university 


teaching methods. 


The Waldensian Seminary's gesture was especially significant because all cinemas 
in Rome, as well as Roman Catholic institutions, had refused the students per- 


mission to meet on their premises. 


So many students arrived for the meeting that the Aula Magna was not large enough 
to accommodate everyone. 


Protestant students have also obtained the use of the Baptist Church in Rome. 


In Northern Italy the ecumenical centre known as "Agape" is circulating a petition 
on behalf of 12 students and an assistant professor at the University of Turin 


who had been arrested for organising a demonstration. 
EPS, Geneva 
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POPE SAYS ENCYCLICAL 
IS OFTEN MISUNDERSTOOD 


(Vatican City) - The encyclical on The Development of Peoples (Populorum Progressio) 
has often been misinterpreted since it was issued a year ago, Pope Paul VI said 
here. 


Recalling the anniversary of the encyclical, he denied that he had intended to 
"open the way to a so-called theology of revolution and violence". 


"Such an aberration is a long way from our thoughts and words", he said. "It is a 
very different thing from the positive, courageous and energetic activity necessary 
in many cases to establish new forms of social and economic progress." 


Without actually using the expression, the Pope also denied implicitly the charge 
that the encyclical contains an attack on capitalism as such. 


"Some people feel that our words were sharp and unjust towards those economic 
systems which do not tend to create conditions of equality among men, favouring 
some and forcing others to suffer from a perpetual condition of inferiority", 
he said. 


"But it was certainly not our intention to refuse to recognise the natural forms 
of economic processes, nor to offend those who are promoters of these processes 
when a vision which is not partial or selfish but global and human frames such 
processes to the exigencies of the common good." 


The duty of the Church, he said, is not "to supply technical solutions" but to 
supply a “concept of life" which will give "logical and human strength" to 
development efforts. 


"Tt is our Catholic religion which establishes the supreme law of charity and it 
is the religion of Christ...which remembers that the new name for peace is 
development." 

EPS, Geneva 


NEW BRITISH GROUP LAUNCHES 
ACTION CAMPAIGN ON WORLD POVERTY 


(London) - The twin issues of world poverty and overseas aid are to be pressed 
home with increased forcefulness in Britain by means of a campaign launched here 
by The Haslemere Group. The group was formed in January after meetings at 
Haslemere, a town in Surrey. 


Out of these discussions emerged an 18-page document - "The Haslemere Declaration". 
It has been signed by 32 men and women working for 17 organisations, including 
such bodies as Christian Aid (British Council of Churches), the (Roman) Catholic 
Institute for International Relations, and Oxfam. 


The declaration stated, "Most of the ‘developing world' is not developing. If 
the existing policies, complacency and lack of interest of the governments of 
the industralized nations continue, it is unlikely they will ever help it to do so. 


"Overseas aid' is largely a myth; at best, a wholly inadequate payment for goods 
received, at worst another name for the continued exploitation of the poor 
countries by the rich. This exploitation takes many forms....Principally it is 

f (more) 
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the refusal of the rich countries to allow the poor to own and use what natural 
resources they possess in their own interests and in their own way. 

"The international monetary and trading system was devised by the rich to suit 
their needs; it ignores those of the poor. When their interests are involved, 
the rich can and do break its rules with impunity - yet complain of ‘unfair 
competition" when the poor try to increase their share of its benefits," 


The declaration made eight proposals to the British Government as to how they 
should act in this area. 


Most of those who signed The Haslemere Declaration work for organisations directly 
concerned with world poverty and aid, but they have launched this campaign 
as individuals. EPS, Geneva 


PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT AIDS. EFFORT 
TO RESTORE CHURCHES IN SOUTH SUDAN 


(Khartoum) - Evidence of improvement in church-state relations in the Southern 
Sudan was offered by the Anglican Bishop in Sudan, the Rt. Rev. Oliver C. Allison, 
following a recent trip to the Province of Bahr el Ghazal. 


During a visit to Wau, the provincial headquarters, in early March he found that 
government officials have been very helpful in starting the restoration of several 
churches destroyed or looted in recent years. During 1968 it is hoped that at 
least one or two of the Sudanese clergy may be able to return. 


Recently two of the Sudanese Anglican priests who were forced to take refuge in 
the "bush" in 1965 have reported to the church and to civil authorities. They 
are being located.in places of. need within the Sudan. 


In one town of Bahr el Ghazal Province the local government has restored and. re- 
roofed the church at its own expense, and new furniture is awaited from the 


diocese... 


Bishop Allison expressed the hope that during this year considerable progress 
would. be made in returning the parishes of the Southern Sudan to more normal life. 
EPS, Geneva 


DIRECTOR OF CZECH OFFICE 
ON CHURCH AFFAIRS REPLACED 


(Prague) - Karel Hruza, who has been the head of Czechoslovakia's state office 
on the churches, has been relieved of his duties. Since his office had been 
responsible for considerable repression of churches over the years, the move 
is considered a sign of the recent thaw in church-state relations. 


His successor is Mrs. Erika Kalecova, who has headed the department of sociology 
and religion in the Czech Academy of Sciences. She was a delegate to the 
Christian-Marxist dialogue held at Marienbad, Czechoslovakia in late April 1967 
under the auspices of the Paulus Society, a German group dedicated to this dialogue. 
EPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH M.P. TO HEAD EUROPEAN 
STUDY GROUP ON PEACE 


(Geneva) - The Conference of European Churches opened its own offices in the 
Ecumenical Centre here April 1 with Dr. Glen Garfield Williams serving as 
full-time general secretary. Miss Ada Silenze is administrative assistant. 


Carrying out a mandate voted at its last meeting in Pértschach, Austria, Dr. 
Williams hopes that CEC can become an instrument for intensified co-operation by 
the European churches. In addition to furthering dialogue on theological and 
ecclesiological questions, CEC is charged with promoting peace, reconciliation 
and service. 


Several task forces are already at work in these areas, and a new group on 
The Church's Ministry to Society has been formed to deal with questions of 
diaconia. j 


Progress is being made on naming a joint study group with the Christian (Prague) 
Peace Conference to concentrate on action for peace in Europe. CEC has chosen 
as the chairman from its side the Hon. Peter Kirk, Member of Parliament in 
Great Britain. 


In a circular letter to the European churches, Dr. Williams notified them that a 
considerable portion of the 1968 budget of Sw.Fr. 265,000. ($62,000). is still 
unassured. Pipe , 

EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES WIN MAJOR POINT 
IN EAST GERMAN CONSTITUTION 


(East Berlin) - A guarantee of freedom of religion and conscience, requested 
by both Roman Catholic and Lutheran churches, was included in a revised version 
of the new East German constitution to be submitted to plebiscite on April 6. 


All other church requests, however, especially that regarding church retention 
of corporation status under public law, were not included. 


The religious guarantee is stipulated in Article 20, in a section called “Basic 
Rights and Duties of the Citizens". It states: "Every German Democratic Republic 
citizen has the same rights and duties regardless of his nationality, race, 
ideology, or religious faith. Freedom of conscience and faith are guaranteed. 
All citizens are equal before the law". 


The penultimate sentence did not appear in the original draft of the constitution 
and was requested by both Catholic and Lutheran church leaders. 


The original draft had only one article mentioning religion. In the final version 
it was expanded by one sentence saying that details of church-state relations 
"may be regulated through agreements". The original said that the churches should 
regulate activities "in harmony" with legal provisions. 

; EPS, Geneva 
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DRAFT CONSTITUTION FOR UNITING 
CHURCHES IN U.S. SOUGHT BY '69 


(Dayton, Ohio) - The drafting of a specific plan of union for ten U.S. Protestant 
denominations was approved by delegates attending the seventh annual Consultation 
on Church Union here. 


It was voted to press for a draft of the plan by the next meeting, to be held 
March 17-20, 1969 in Atlanta, Georgia. Originally it had been thought that no 
draft could be prepared before 1970. 


The action represents a major step forward in efforts to produce a single church 
from the ten communions. 


The draft would go first to the Consultation for debate and refinement and then 
to participating denominations for further refinement and a vote. Other Christian 
bodies would be able to enter upon ratification of the plan. 


During the Dayton meeting reports were heard on procedures for uniting the member- 
ships and ministries of the various churches, and on the structure of the pro- 
visional governing council. Reactions to principles of church union were also 
reported. 


After extensive debate, it was voted 38-37 to give each denomination 25 delegates 
on the provisional assembly, to be formed when the plan of union is adopted but 
before a constitution is ratified. Leaders of the consultation, disturbed by 
the close vote, urged that the matter be given further consideration later. 


Delegates agreed that the provisional assembly, half lay and half clergy, would 
replace the top governing bodies of the denominations, and would elect a 40- 
member council to function when the assembly was not in session. 


It was agreed that the historic creeds would be for the guidance of church members 
and were not to be used coercively. 


The ten denominations participating in the Consultation are: African Methodist 
Episcopal, AME Zion, Christian Methodist Episcopal, Christian Churches (Disciples 
of Christ), Evangelical United Brethren, Methodist, Presbyterian Church, U.S. 


(Southern), United Presbyterian, Episcopal, United Church of Christ. 
EPS, Geneva 


FAO DIRECTOR VISITS WCC 


(Geneva) - Dr. A.H. Boerma, new director general of the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organisation, conferred with Dr. Eugene Carson Blake and other staff members 
of the WCC on April 3, about closer co-operation between the two organisations. 


The WCC supports a number of FAO projects. Through its Youth Department, it 
also has made available the services of a youth liaison officer to the FAO 


headquarters in Rome. 
EPS, Geneva 
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DUTCH ECUMENICAL ACTION PRODUCES 
$7 MILLION FOR MISSION, DIACONATE 


(Amsterdam) - A number of Dutch churches, mission bodies and service iristitutions 
have raised an unprecedented 27,000,000 Dutch guilders ($7,000,000) for projects 
around the world through a joint appeal titled "Come over the Bridge" (EPS No. 8). 
The announced goal of the drive had been 20,686,000 guilders ($5,740,365). 


The appeal was launched at a press conference at which Dr. W.A. Visser ‘t Hooft, 
former WCC general secretary, spoke about the churches and development. 


During the week of March 17-24 all mass media in the Netherlands gave wide 
publicity to the campaign. It was both an educational effort, telling about the 
service and mission of the churches in the developing areas, and a financial 
campaign on behalf of some 140 projects, ranging from relief work in Vietnam to 
the Mississippi Delta Ministry in the USA. 


All church members were visited twice during the week, which opened with a 
worship service broadcast on TV, in which the Rev. Philip Potter, officiated. 


The appeal, which exceeded all expectations, was jointly sponsored by the Nether- 
lands Reformed Church; Reformed Churches in the Netherlands; Mennonite Brother- 
hood; Arminian Brotherhood; Lutheran Church; Moravian Brethren; Baptist Union; 
Free Evangelicals; Liberal Protestants Association; Old Catholic Church; and 
Salvation Army. 

EPS, Geneva 


PONT TOLD PUBLIC APOLOGY 
WOULD REDUCE LIBEL COSTS 


(Capetown) - Prof. A.D. Pont of Pretoria University was told that damage payments 
he was ordered by the courts to pay in a libel case would be reduced if he apolo- 
gized publicly to the two plaintiffs who had brought the litigation. 


The offer was made by Prof. A.S. Geyser, also of Pretoria University, and the 
Rev. C.F. Beyers Naude, director of the Christian Institute of South Africa. 


Each man won $13,000 in damages after Prof. Pont was found guilty of defaming them 
in a series of articles appearing in a Dutch Reformed publication during 1964-65 
(EPS No. 10). 


The total amount owed by Prof. Pont, including court costs, is believed to be 
about $80,000. Prof. Geyser and Mr. Naude pointed out that they would be unable 
to waive the full amount. They would have to insist on the payment of bona fide 
court costs amounting, they said, to more than $50,000. 


They also said they had a "gentlemen's agreement" to pay back funds advanced to 
them for their trial by church groups in the U.S., Holland, Germany, England and 
Scandinavia. 

EPS, Geneva 
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EPISCOPAL CHURCH RE-ORGANISES 
TO MEET CHANGING CONDITIONS 


(New York) — The second U.S. denomination to announce a change *in church 
structures is the Episcopal Church. One unit of the Presbyterian Church U.S. 
reorganiséd in January. 


For nearly 50 years the Executive Council of the Episcopal Church has been 
organised by departments. Now a radically new structure has been devised 
based on four basic programme! units, each with a certain grouping of services. 


The Unit of Diocesan Services will concentrate on the concerns of the dioceses, 
such as training, planning, curriculum material, financing. The Unit of Pro- 
fessional Leadership Development includes training of clergy and lay people 
working professionally for the church. The third unit covers experimental and 
specialised services, and the fourth is the General Convention Special Programme, 
on the crisis in Américan cities. ; 


Overseas concerns will be carried by a bishop who acts as deputy to the Presiding 
Bishop. He is charged with planning, developing and sustaining contacts with the 
church's dioceses overseas, as well as with other churches. 


The Rt. Rev. J. Brooke Mosley, Bishop of Delaware, has accepted the new position 
of Deputy for Overseas Relations. A member of the church's Ecumenical Commission 
since 1955 and its chairman for two years, Bishop Mosley was a delegate to the 
WCC’s New Delhi Assembly and the 1966 World Conference on Church and Society, of 
which he was vice-chairman. He wrote a popular booklet on the conference titled 
"Christians in the Technical and Social Revolutions of Our Time". At the Uppsala 
Assembly he will chair the Press Committee. Within his own church he is chairman 
of the Joint Commission on Renewal and president of the Church Pension Fund. 


"For two years we have been seeking a new structure that would. retain central 
planning and budgeting but free us from the difficulties inherent in the depart 
ment system", stated the Rt. Rev. Stephen F. Bayne Jr., vice president of the 
Episcopal Executive Council. 


Bishop Bayne, formerly in charge of overseas relationships, now becomes Deputy 
for Programme. In effect, he will be responsible for the Executive Council's 


staff as a whole. 
EPS, Geneva 


CZECH BAPTISTS ASK PASTORS' REINSTATEMENT 


(Prague) - The Baptist Union of Czechoslovakia has appealed to the nation's 
highest court to restore the civil rights of 13 pastors imprisoned during 1952 


and 1953. 


The appeal followed a government announcement that it would review prison sentences 
meted out during 1950-56 and coincided with a Roman Catholic request for a re~ 
direction of the country's church-state policies (EPS No. 12). 


The Baptist Union asked that the clergymen regain their pension rights, receive 
financial reimbursement for their years in prison, and again be allowed to serve 
as pastors. Permission was also asked for resumption of a monthly newspaper, and 
consideration was being given to a petition for return of a church retreat taken 


over by authorities in 1949. EPS, Geneva 
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PRAGUE PEACE CONFERENCE HEARS 
ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL, RUDI DUTSCHKE 


(Prague) - An opening speech by Russian Orthodox Archbishop Michael of Woronesch 
and Lipezk containing strong criticism of the Western powers, and an address by 
Rudi Dutschke, student leader of West Berlin, were highlights of the first day 
of the third "All-Christian Peace Conference” here. 


The international Congress is meeting April 1-5. Present are 540 delegates from 
all over the world, plus 60 advisers or guests, and an equal number of observers 
from various churches and organisations. The Roman Catholic Church is not 
officially represented because the Christian Peace Conference has no regular con- 
tacts with Rome, but some of the delegates are Roman Catholics. The slogan of 
the Congress is "Seek peace and pursue it". 


Archbishop Michael described "U.S. imperialism" and "the increasing militarism 
of the West German Government" as tremendous dangers to world peace. He based 


his criticism on Bonn's "claims to possess nuclear arms", its “desire for revenge", 


the “anti-democratic tendencies" of the emergency legislation, and the "neo- 
Fascism" which has taken root in West German society and is poisoning it. 


Dutschke, leader of the Socialist Students' League, had been invited by the Youth 
Commission of the Christian Peace Conference. He expressed interest in a con- 
tinuous process of democratization in the socialist countries under authoritarian 
régimes, because authoritarian socialism presents no real alternative to West 
German capitalism. In his view, it is essential to eliminate anti-communism in 
Western Germany; and what is needed in East Germany is "a cultural revolution 
against those elements within the party which are estranged from the masses". 


Dutschke's thesis, that the developing countries are being exploited on the 
world-market both by the capitalist countries and by the socialist states, was 
also discussed. Dr. Klaus Lefringhausen of the Institute of Social Ethics of 
the Rhineland Church reported on the UN Conference on Trade and Development at 
New Delhi. He said delegates from the "Third World" had described the attitude 
of the Western industrial nations as one of "cynical realism" and that of the 
socialist countries as one of "unscrupulous aloofness". The socialist states 
import few raw materials from the "Third World", he said, and are interested only 
in bilateral aid-arrangements, which leads to a "Balkanisation of the developing 
countries". 


EPS, Geneva 


LEADER OF CZECH CHURCH DIES 


(Prague) - Dr. Viktor Hajek, synodical senior of the Evangelical Church of 
Czech Brethren (Presbyterian), died March 7 at the age of 68. He had attended 
both the Evanston and New Delhi Assemblies of the WCC, and had been elected a 
delegate to the forthcoming Uppsala Assembly. He had led the Evangelical 
Church for the past 18 years, and had also been active in the Christian Peace 
Conference. From 1961 to 1964 he was chairman of its Advisory Committee and 
that year was elected chairman of the Study Department. 


EPS, Geneva 
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Special Report 
MARXIST -— CHRISTIAN. DIALOGUE 


A number of questions have been asked about a conference to be 
‘held in Geneva April 8-12 under the title: "Trends in Christian 
and Marxist thinking about the humanization of technical and 
economic development." EPS publishes some answers to these 
questions in the hope that they are of wider interest. 


Q. With this meeting is the WCC initiating a world-wide dialogue with the 
‘Marxists? 


A. Not quite. For a number of years Christians have had discussions with 
‘Marxists. Theologians like Karl Barth, Helmut Gollwitzer, and Josef Hromadka 
have prepared the way. In Czechoslovakia, France, Germany and also in Italy the 
dialogue has begun to take shape.’ Roman Catholics have made important contribu- 
tions, especially through the Paulus Association. These often individual and 
pid6neering efforts have awakened the interest of the churches themselves. The 
real discussion between Marxists and Christians can only get under way when mis- 
understandings and reciprocal misinterpretations give way to a genuine under- 
standing of where Marxists and Christians are divided and where their concerns 
coincide. The same development has been taking place in Marxist circles at the 
instigation of some of the people who are coming to the Geneva meeting. Since 
Christians and Marxists live side by side in the same society, points of common 
concern arise naturally. 


Q. Does the WCC feel that the time has come to make this pioneer discussion 
. ‘an official dialogue? 


A. No, but the WCC feels that it can serve the exploratory stage of the dis= 
cussion by underlining a wider perspective. 


The meeting in Geneva, which will have the character of a seminar, was 
called after consultation with Protestants, Orthodox, Roman Catholics and 7 
Marxists; therefore it represents a wide spectrum of views. It also brings 
people from the developing world into what has so far been primarily a European 
concern. The participation of Orthodox Christians and of people from outside 
Europe brings a new element into the discussion. 


The Geneva seminar was proposed by the World Conference on Church and Society 
in 1966, and authorized by the WCC Central Committee. But it does not bring 
together official representatives of churches and communist parties. Invitations 
have gone to individuals who are interested and experienced in this dialogue. 


Q. Does this meeting indicate that the struggle between communism and 
Christianity is over? 


A. On the contrary. It means that the real struggle can now begin; but on a 
different level. Both Marxism and Christianity are "missionary" movements with 
absolute claims. However, as Christians and Marxists are facing new situations 
their positions are being tested. They have to give answers to questions they 
have not had to deal with so far. Both Marxists and Christians struggle with 


similar questions starting from different presuppositions. 
| more 
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The issue is whether this struggle is one in which both parties shoot at 
each other from far-removed positions, or whether they struggle with respect 
and understanding for each other. The first method seems to have made little 
impact on either side; the dialogue is an attempt at the second. 


ie If this meeting is of interest only to individuals, what is its value? 


A. The Marxist-Christian dialogue is still in an exploratory stage. During 
such a period it is the pioneers, who care about the subject and have knowledge 
of its details, who can do reconnaissance work for the communities to which they 
belong. 


Q. What is the significance of the title: "Trends in Christian and Marxist 
thinking about the humanization of technical and economic development"? 


A. In the ecumenical movement we have discovered that a comparison of traditions 
apart from the actual task of the Church is not very fruitful. Differences in 
Faith and Order are best discussed when they are placed squarely in their social 
context. We believe the same is true of the dialogue between Christians and 
Marxists. Therefore the seminar does not want to continue the traditional con- 
frontation of ideologies, but aims at discussing the most crucial problems of 
contemporary society. This does not mean, of course, that differences are over- 
looked or ignored. 


One of the main concerns will be the increasing tension between the rich and 
poor countries, which prevents peace and justice in the world. 


Q. What results are expected? 
A. We do not want to speculate beforehand about areas of agreement or disagree- 
ment. We know that the participants share a concern for the humanization of 


society, and we would be content with a clearer insight as to what that means 
for Christians, for Marxists, and for both of them together. 


EPS, Geneva 
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WCC PAYS TRIBUTE TO MARTIN LUTHER KING; 
ERVICE OF INTERCESSION HELD IN CATHEDRAL 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches joined millions of people around the 
world in mourning the tragic death of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, termed him "the outstanding 
Christian minister in the United States". He said: 


"Our appreciation of Martin Luther King in the World Council is symbolized by 
the fact that he had been invited, not as a Negro, not as a Nobel Prize-Winner, 
not even as a civil rights leader, but rather as a minister of the Gospel, to 
preach the opening sermon at the forthcoming Uppsala Assembly on the theme, 
"Behold, I make all things new". 


"IT suppose that it is Christianity alone that can accept as having meaning 

such an irrational thing as the death of a great and good man", said Dr. Blake. 
This meaning grows out of the fact that the Cross is at the seve ‘of Christian 
faith, the WCC general secretary stated. "Without too easily making comparisons 
of any man to Our Lord, whose approach to the Cross we remember during this 
season, it can be said that a courageous following of the pattern of Jesus' 
offering his life for others is clearly recognisable as an authentic Christian 
witness." 


A tribute to Dr. King was issued jointly by leaders of three international 
Christian organisations based at the Ecumenical Centre here: Dr. Blake; 

Dr. André Appel, Lutheran World Federation general secretary; and Dr. Marcel 
Pradervand, World Alliance of Reformed Churches general secretary. 


"By international consensus Dr. King was a first citizen of the world", their 
statement said. 'In the U.S..he was a main hope for a tormented nation. To 

the Church he was the leading American minister of Christ. For the unjustly 

used everywhere he was a pris mover in the non-violent campaign for justice, 
the peaceful way to peace. 


Pope Paul VI condemned the "cowardly and atrocious" killing of Dr. King. 


"May this execrable crime take on the value of a sacrifice", he said in a sermon 
at a Palm Sunday mass in St. Peter's Basilica. 


"May it not be hatred or vendetta or a new abyss between the citizens of the same 
great and noble country that are deepened and increased, but rather a new common 
purpose of pardon, of peace, of reconciliation in equality, of free and just ~ 
right, overcoming the unjust discriminations and present struggles." 


The World Council of Churches was represented at Dr. King's funeral in Atlanta, 
Georgia, on April 9 by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of its Central Committee. 
Miss Frances Maeda of New York was designated to represent the New York Office 
of the WCC. Earlier Miss Maeda and Dr. Eugene Smith, director of the New York 
office, had participated in a memorial march in Memphis, Tennessee. 


Service in Geneva Cathedral 


The words of Dr. Martin Luther King resounded once more through the high arches 
of Calvin's St. Pierre Cathedral here during a memorial service on the night of 


(more) 
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Sunday, April 7. Excerpts from the sermon which he had recorded for the 1966 
Church and Society Conference were heard by more than 2,000 persons attending 
a service of intercession for peace and justice. 


Prior to the service several hundred marched silently in a body to the Cathedral 
in a tribute organised by Pax Christi, a Roman Catholic peace organisation, and 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation. 


Protestant, Roman Catholic and Old Catholic clergymen led the participants in 
a series of prayers. 


The Rev. Philip Potter, director of the WCC Division of World Mission and 
Evangelism, recalled the life and work of Dr. King, a man “who wanted to be a 
disciple of Christ to the end". His love of Christ led him to discover his 
neighbour in every man, especially those deprived of their dignity. 


"Martin Luther King was able to understand true brotherly love, to live for 
the accomplishment of God's justice on earth, and to display boldness, and 
even imprudence, so that his convictions might be realised", Mr. Potter stated. 


Following the tribute, Dr. King's grave, measured eloquence filled the Cathedral 
with words so pertinent they might almost have been written for the occasion: 
"Disappointments, sorrow and despair are born at midnight, but morning follows. 
No lie can live for ever...Truth on earth will rise again. 


"This is the faith and this is the hope that can guide us through the darkest 
midnight. And with this faith we will be able to hew out of the mountain of 
despair a stone of hope and bring into being that brighter day when all of God's 
children will live together as brothers and every man will respect the dignity 
and worth of human personality". 


Those participating in the service included Dr. Eugene Carson Blake; the Rev. 
Jean-Pierre Jornod, secretary of the National Protestant Church of Geneva; 
Msgr. Paul Bouvier, director of Caritas-Geneva, who represented the Roman 
Catholic Church; and the Rev. Edmond Sauty of the local Pastors Association. 


World Council headquarters here received telegrams expressing shock and grief 
from the All-union Council of Evangelical Christians (Baptists) in Russia, the 
Council of Evangelical Churches in Spain, and the Katowice Diocesan Council of 
the Polish Lutheran Church. 


Hailing Dr. King as "a devoted friend of all peoples, and an ardent fighter 
against race discrimination", the Russian Baptists also recalled that he was 
"4 great opponent of the war in Vietnam" which he said was corrupting the soul 


‘of the American people. 
EPS, Geneva 


WCC OPENS MARTIN LUTHER KING 
MEMORIAL FUND 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches has invited national and regional councils 
of churches in all six continents to subscribe to a project of the Mississippi 
Delta Ministry (USA) for reconciliation, rehabilitation, and relief as a memorial 
to Dr. Martin Luther King, who was assassinated last week. 


(more) 
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This action was taken after the Danish Inter-church Aid. Committee spontaneously 
sent a special gift of $5,000 to Geneva to. support the work of the Mississippi 
Delta Ministry. 


During the weekend cables, and in some instances aixmail Pry tinng were sent 

to WCC agencies in Western and Eastern Europe, North and. South America, Asia, 
Africa, Australia, and the Middle East informing them of this action and inviting 
further contributions. 


Immediate responses to the invitation came from Inter-church Aid organisations 
in Sweden ($10,000), Britain ($5,000), Canada ($5,000) and.Australia 
(Aus.$1,000). Several ICA bodies are already contributing substantially to 
the yearly budget of the Mississippi. Delta Ministry.. 


The Mississippi Delta Ministry is a comprehensive programme set up in 1964 by 
the National Council of Churches, USA. Its.annual budget. is ecumenically 
supported through the World Council of Churches and embodies the spirit, of 
Dr. Martin Luther King's work. | 


The World Council of Churches is consulting with officials of the Mississippi 
Delta Ministry concerning the choice of a project.that would serve .as a: fitting 
memorial to the Nobel Prize-winner. 

EPS, Geneva 


ALL DANISH CHURCHES REQUESTED 
TO COLLECT FUND. FOR KING'S. WORK 


(Copenhagen) wine hee eve Ws Westergard Madsen, Lutheran Bishop of Copenhagen, 
appealed via radio to all pastors in Denmark to take up a special collection on 
Palm Sunday to be sent to Martin Luther King's widow. 


The funds are to be used to continue the work of Dr. ‘King and his organisation 
in "furthering human conditions for fellow Negroes". 


"It is my conviction that the Christian churches owe his memory a contribution 
to his work", stated Bishop Madsen. © 
EPS, Geneva 


NATIONS OF THE ARAB LEAGUE 
CLOSE CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 


(Kuwait) - On the recommendation of the Syrian government, the education ministers 
of the Arab League decided at a conference here to close all Christian schools in 
countries belonging to the Arab League. The justification given for this move 

was that the religious communities were in opposition to Arab culture and were 
guilty of proselytism. 


The education minister of Lebanon did not participate in the conference. Half 
of Lebanon's inhabitants are Christians. . 


Syria closed all Christian schools last year (EPS Now 36).:° Since all schools in. 
Saudi Arabia are state schools, this: measure ‘affects primarily schools in Egypt, 


Iraq, and Jordan. 


EPS, Geneva 
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ANGLICAN/METHODIST COMMISSION 
GIVES DETAILED PLAN FOR MERGER 


(London) - Anglican and Methodist negotiators completed three years' work here 
with the publication of a detailed plan for union of the two British communions 
and a declaration that "the time for decision is upon our churches". 


"It has been argued that acceptance of the present scheme by the two churches 
will lead to divisions within both of them", they said. "However true this 
may be, it is beyond doubt that its rejection by either church would lead to 
very serious cleavages in both of them". 


The negotiators asserted that rejection of the union plan in Britain would mean 
a disastrous setback to the cause of union in many areas overseas. 


This view was contained in a 187-page final report of the Anglican-Methodist 
Unity Commission set up in 1965 after both churches had accepted earlier re- 
commendations on ways to unity. 


The report was introduced at a press conference by the commission's joint chair- 
men, Anglican Bishop Robert Stopford and former Methodist Conference president 
Dr. Harold Roberts. 


The report reaffirmed the principle of union of the Church of England and the 
Methodist Church by two stages, but now spells out the details. 


Under the first stage (for which it is envisaged that government legislation 
will be initiated in 1970) there will be full communion and the Methodist Church 


‘will become an episcopal church. 


Methodist bishops will be appointed by the Methodist Conference. The first 
nominees will be consecrated by bishops of the Anglican communion, but there- 
after Methodist bishops will be empowered to consecrate future members of their 


episcopate. 


Both churches will use a common ordinal, a draft of which has already been 
published. The two churches will be reconciled and their ministries integrated 


by means of public liturgical services. 


The format of this "Service of Reconciliation" has been the most disputed point 
of the whole reunion plan so far, but the unity commission has now produced a 
completely revised version which it considers satisfactory. 


The second stage of union provides for full organic union, but no time limit can 
be set for its achievement. 


The commission proposes that as soon as stage one begins, a permanent joint com- 
mission should be established to keep the situation under constant review and to 


advise both churches about future action. 


Meanwhile, the commission says, "It can be asserted without reservation that 


; : Spaay St 
enough doctrinal agreement exists to warrant advance into organic union . 
EPS, Geneva 
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VATICAN DELEGATES WELCOME 
UNCTAD ACTION ON PREFERENCES 


(New Delhi) - Two delegates from the Holy See to the recently concluded United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development believe the agreement on preferences 
was "the most successful outcome of the conference". 


Father. Henri Perroy S.J. and Miss Elizabeth Reid, executive secretary of AFPRO 
(Action for Food Production) an ecumenical body in India, welcomed "the unanimous 
agreement in favour of the early establishment of a mutually acceptable system 
of generalized non-reciprocal and non-discriminatory preferences which would be 
beneficial to the developing countries". 


The aims of such a system would be to help the developing countries increase 
their export earnings, promote industrialization, and accelerate their rates 
of economic growth. 


UNCTAD established a special committee on preferences, which will meet in 
November to work out arrangements which might go into effect in early 1970. 


Secretary General Raul Prebisch said the results of the conference were modest 
in terms of the magnitude of the problems, but he thought the resolutions on 
preferences and on supplementary financing were "two irreversible events". 

The latter resolution sought to help protect a country's development programme 
against the effects of a drop in export earnings. 


Mr. Prebisch looked forward to the middle of 1969 as the time when it would be 
possible for economically advanced countries to reach the target on volume of 
aid set at 1% of the "Gross National Product". 


Mr. Dinesh Singh, conference chairman, expressed the hope that since UNCTAD is 
an ongoing organisation, "some of the ideas germinated here, but not found 
acceptable, will grow and prosper in the minds of men and some day will lead 
to action". 

EPS, Geneva 


RHODESTAN CHURCH COUNCIL 
ASKS CLEMENCY FOR PRISONERS 


(Salisbury) - The Christian Council of Rhodesia has urged that clemency be 
shown to the prisoners still under sentence of death. 


A resolution passed at the end of March expressed "relief" that clemency had 
been shown to men whose death sentences had been commuted to life imprisonment. 


At the same time the Council noted that the execution of the remaining prisoners 
might increase racial tension and bring increasing danger to all communities. 


"A Christian approach to justice recognises that the guilt in the crime committed 
does not rest wholly on the individual offender but in some measure on society 

as a whole", the Rhodesian council said. "Many men in our jails today in normal 
times would probably have lived their lives without breaking the law. As the 
existing social order is far from perfect and contains dangerous seeds of dis- 
sention, there should be caution in insisting that the law be allowed to take its 
full course." 


In view of the existing legal uncertainty, it would be wiser to show restraint 
in exercising the law, the Council concluded. EPS, Geneva 
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RHODESIAN CHURCHES SET TARGET 
FOR UNITY COVENANT 


(Salisbury) - Representatives of Anglican, Methodist, Presbyterian and United 
Congregational churches in Rhodesia at the recent church unity discussions 
here proposed that their churches should engage in a solemn covenant to seek 
organic union. This covenant should be affirmed not later than Pentecost 1970 
(May 17);.they said. 


When the covenant is accepted and affirmed, baptized communicant members of 
all the churches taking part will immediately be allowed to make communion at 
any. of the other churches "as an immediate and visible sign of our fellowship 
and, the earnest of full’ communion to come". 


The churches will also seek agreement on a completed statement of common belief, 
and ona form’of oversight and ministry for what is referred to as the "United 
Church". 


Once the covenant is accepted, the covenanting churches should establish a 
consultative council to discuss and promote matters of common concern, and so 
pave the way for the inauguration of union. 


The discussions “in: which the churches are engaged are directed towards the 
"soal of organic union". 


"By that we mean that’ the uniting churches will be brought to a stage when they 
will dissolve the ‘present’ constitutions in favour of a new constitution. This 
does not’ imply ‘any’regimentation of practice in modes of worship or in the con- 
duct of parochial work;. indeed, it is the hope of our conference that the 

. valuable emphases of each uniting body will be preserved in the formation of 
the new constitution", said the negotiators. 


Other points of agreement listed in the conference statement are: 


- that the United Church should have a’ common form of ministry; 


- that this should include the personal oversight of bishops, 
exercised both within the "corporate oversight of. the church" 
and in a “genuinely personal way"; 


- -that. if the personal oversight of bishops is to be within the 
historic succession, no one particular interpretation of the 
origin or transmission of the Christian ministry can be in- 


sisted upon within the United Church. 
EPS, Geneva 


‘CATHOLIC BISHOPS WISH 

LUTHERANS SUCCESSFUL, MEET 

(Geneva) - Wishes for the "full success" of a Consultation on Christian Social 
Responsibility in Latin America have been received by the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion from the ‘Roman Catholic Bishops" Conference in Latin America. The LWF, in 
-o°eo-operation with the federation's Commission on Latin America, is sponsoring 
the social ‘responsibility conference on May 11-17 at Caracas, Venezuela. 


EPS, Geneva 
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FATE OF STATE CHURCH 
IN SWEDEN DEBATED 


(Stockholm) - Opinion in Sweden is divided, on whether the Church of Sweden 
(Lutheran) should continue as a state church or become a free church receiving 
no financial help from. government but retaining its real estate. 


A considerable debate is in progress following publication of a report 
summarizing the findings of a ten-volume study covering all aspects of church 
life. ay | W 


"Volume 11" suggests four possible solutions to the church-state controversy. 
But the Minister of Education, Mr. Palme, recently stated that the final choice 
would be between only two of these. 


Next step will be the appointment of a parliamentary commission to propose 
its solution. 


The majority of the Swedish people are said to favour maintaining the status quo 
with some important reforms. Two of the leading Church of Sweden magazines, 
Var Kyrka and Svensk Kyrkotidning, also support this proposal. 


Among the groups supporting the other alternative (a free church which retains 
its real estate) are the following: 


~ Nearly all the Free churches with the exception of the Pentecostal 
movement, which holds that Christian work in the whole country. would 
be diminished if the Church loses the income from state-collected taxes; 


- The younger pastors in the high-church wing of the Church of Sweden 
(about one-third of the total) who contend that the state rules over 
the Church against its real interests; 


- Most of the liberal and social, democratic newspapers. The paper Dagens 
Nyheter holds the Church ought not to have taxation rights but should 
get direct financial support from the state according to the dimensions 
of its work. 


The ten-volume study included sections on "religious freedom", church history, 

religious education, church laws, population statistics, theological faculties, 

organisation and administration of the Church of Sweden, and church finances. 
EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH OLD CATHOLICS RELAX 
REGULATIONS ON MIXED MARRIAGES 


(Utrecht) - New rules have been issued for mixed marriages between Old Catholics 
and Reformed Christians in the Netherlands, making it possible for the marriage 
to be given sacramental consecration. Hitherto, the church merely granted a 
"dedication" of the marriage. 


In a Pastoral Letter during Lent the 0ld Catholic Bishops announce these less 
stringent rules saying that despite many differences. in theological. thinking, con- 
siderable agreement exists in matters of faith between the two bodies. 


The regulations concerning marriages between Old Catholics and non-Christians 
were also made less stringent. In future such couples may have a church wedding 
if they wish. EPS, Geneva 
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NEED TO RE-THINK OLD 
MISSION PATTERNS STRESSED 


(Galveston, Texas) - The church in America should consider the possibility of 
receiving foreign missionaries, a leading ecumenist told a Methodist-Evangelical 
United Brethren consultation on co-operative mission here. 


Dr. D.T. Niles of Ceylon, former general secretary of the East Asia Christian 
Conference, delivered one of the major addresses at the meeting of mission 
agencies of the two denominations. 


Commenting on the need to re-think old patterns, the Methodist clergyman said 
that in areas where missionaries face entrance curbs, churches should create 
a "missionary pool" which could be staffed to see that the most urgent needs 
are met regardless of denominational interests. 


Noting that lay missionaries find it easier to gain entrance to some countries, 
he urged the use of more laymen, especially those who could play a real role in 
the life of their adopted land. 


"The churches must restructure themselves so that they are no longer dependent 

on a large full-time paid ministry. They must discover a new structure which 
rests upon laymen, and the laity must be trained to be the base of congregational 
life and ministry", he said. 


Dr. Niles asserted that some institutions should be merged or closed, others 

made community-oriented and some maintained. "In the future", he said, "service 

institutions should increasingly be the responsibility of the total community". 
EPS, Geneva 


NEW LITERATURE CENTRE FOR INDIA 


(Ahmedabad, India) - The cornerstone for a new literature centre in Ahmedabad, 
Gujarat, India was laid on March 20 in the presence of 100 people including 
representatives of all the churches. 


Presiding at the service was the Rev. John L. Christian, chairman of the 
Gujarat Christian Literature Board. And a short address was given by the 
Rev. C.K. Young, convenor of the Foreign Mission of the Irish Presbyterian 


Church. 


The centre will offer training in all aspects of book production. It will 
include a publishing office, a wholesale and a retail bookshop. The building 
was made possible by a grant from the Christian Literature Fund, which has 


offices in Lausanne, Switzerland. 
EPS, Geneva 


NCC NAMES PLANNED PARENTHOOD DIRECTOR 


(New York) - The Rev. Charles R. Ausherman, former director of social and economic 
services for Taiwan Christian Service, has been named to head the Planned Parent- 
hood Programme of the National Council ofChurches (USA). He will link it with 
the NCC's priority programme on world hunger. Through Church World Service, he 
will assist overseas Christian medical institutions and medical personnel. Mr. 
Ausherman is a minister of the Reformed Church of America. EPS, Geneva 
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PRAGUE PEACE CONFERENCE ACTS 
ON VIETNAM, AFRICA, EUROPE'S STABILITY 


(Prague) - The third '"All-Christian Peace Assembly", sponsored by the Christian 
(Prague) Peace Conference, concluded here April 5 with a statement on Vietnam, 
a resolution on Africa, and recommendations for the stabilization of peace in 
Europe. 


Under the theme "Seek Peace and Pursue It", the conference gathered together 540 
official delegates from all parts of the world (EPS No. 13). 


The Assembly welcomed the response of the Hanoi government to President Johnson's 
offer of discussions on the Vietnam war. It expressed hope that these would 
lead to negotiations and peace. 


The resolution, which was vigorously debated, described the war as "a war of 
annihilation by a world power...which one can almost call genocide". Partici- 
pants from the United States protested vigorously against the use of the term 
"war of annihilation", but it was retained at the request of speakers from the 
USSR and East Germany, among others. 


The Assembly further declared its solidarity with the people of Vietnam and 
emphasized: "Wherever the struggle for national liberation is opposed by 
military means, the tragedy of Vietnam may repeat itself. The victory of the 
Vietnamese people will be an encouragement to all oppressed peoples", 


No less serious than Vietnam, in the view of Assembly participants, is the 
situation in South Africa and the USA. The racial question was described as 
primarily an economic, social and political problem. The conference called on 
Christians and all responsible people in the USA and South Africa to act without 
delay to keep the situation from becoming as dramatic as that in Vietnam. 


On the Nigerian question, the resolution denounced an attempt ''to balkanize 
Africa". At the same time, it acknowledged that "national unity is meaningful 
only if it provides the framework of full citizenship for all people living in 
a country". 


"The developed countries must completely stop the delivery of arms and withdraw 
any foreign military personnel who might be in the country", said the Assembly. 


The conference declared its support for negotiations on a European system of 
collective security. A pre-requisite for the stabilization of peace in Europe 
is the recognition of the realities created by the war, especially the eastern 
boundaries of Germany and the integrity of states. Hindrances to European 
security include the position of the Federal Republic on the boundary question 
and the "rise of a neo-Nazism in West Germany". 


A message adopted at the conclusion of the Prague conference affirmed the 
principle of revolution in the developing countries, especially those in Latin 
America, in the interests of radical structural change and of a form of society 
in which each individual can develop as a free and responsible member. 


The goal of every nation's politics must be to grant the people full responsibility 
in all decisions, especially those about means of production, distribution of goods, 
and establishment of relationships. 

(more) 
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The churches were warned against allowing "their structures to become a hindrance 
to Christians’ effective involvement in the revolutionary process". 


Dr. Josef Hromadka, president of the Peace Conference, included in his address 
his views on the new situation in Czechoslovakia. 


"What is happening here does not mean a return to the pre-socialist time", he’ said. 
"The renewal among us has originated within the Communist Party. It is not a 
return to bourgeois liberalism but an attempt, on the basis of what we have built 
in two decades, to make a fresh start. 


"Are we Christians ready for this new situation?" asked Prof. Hromadka. "TI have 
time and again had a great fear that we do not understand what is happening, that 
we withdraw into our self-righteous ghetto and abandon the world to its own fate. 
We have said we could do nothing because we were under pressure. Now all the 
pressure has been eliminated...And we must ask ourselves to what extent we can help 
our communists and socialists to a better and more human life. And to peace." 


In a business session at the close of the meeting Professor Hromadka was re-elected 
and General Secretary Jaroslav Ondra of Prague was also. The Advisory Committee 
was transformed into a permanent body capable of acting between Assemblies. Its 
chairman is Metropolitan Nikodim, secretary for international affairs of the 
Russian Orthodox Church. EPS, Geneva 


22 GENEVA THEOLOGICAL STUDENTS 
REFUSE TO BE ORDAINED 


(Geneva) - "We are looking for a Christian way of life in the service of the Gospel. 
This compels us to question some of the work being done in the traditional pastoral 
ministry. We therefore refuse to be ordained, because this ceremony seems to lead 
precisely to that form of ministry." 


This statement was made by two of the 22 theological students at the Protestant 
Faculty of Theology in Geneva who have refused ordination. Since the group was 
formed in 1965, only four of the graduates from the Faculty have accepted ordination. 
Each year an average of 8 to 10 students completes theological studies. 


The "22" are vigorously opposed to an overly clerical concept of the ministry. 

In their view, a "theologian" is only one member of the Christian community among 
others. His training may permit him to initiate certain things, but it does not 
entitle him to "direct" them. Present church structures confer an "authority" on 
the young pastor which these students feel should be earned through his own life 


and work. 


"We want to be in genuine dialogue with non-believers. By refusing to be ordained 
we raise the question whether the present structures of the Church are propitious 
for this kind of dialogue. This question reveals a deep concern for the future of 
the Church. The role of the laity will become increasingly important, and we think 
it is our task to prepare the way for this evolution." 


Two-thirds of these theological students are already working for the Church in one 
capacity or another. One-third are local pastors. The rest are doing research 


or teaching. 


The group is to present a report to the authorities of the Protestant Church of 


Geneva EPS, Geneva 
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WCC SENDS AID TO WAR VICTIMS 
ON BOTH SIDES OF NIGERIA CONFLICT 


(Geneva) - In response to a request from the Christian Council of Nigeria, the 
World Council of Churches’ Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee, and World 
Service has sent $25,000 and is us tbl eight tons of milk powder to Lagos 
for a war relief programme. The Division's donation, on behalf of Se member 
churches, is additional to $20,000 contributed peck, i 


Six tons of milk powder and four tons of medical dupptiigs were airlifted by the 
Division to the Biafran war zone a fortnight ago (EPS No. 13). 


The Christian Council in Nigeria needs about $100,000 to buy food, medicines, 

and vehicles, and to: support personnel pebirig ates refugees _— war victims 

on its side of the fighting line. 
EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH PROTESTANT LEADER BRINGS 
GLOOMY REPORT FROM NEAR EAST 


(Paris) - Little hope for settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict was. held.out 5 a 
by the Rev. Charles Westphal, president of the French Protestant,Federation,. on.» 
his return from a visit to Lebanon, Jerusalem and Jordan. . 


"T have returned almost in despair", he wrote in the Protestant weekly Réformé 
published here. "I left Lebanon with the feeling that communication between 
Arabs and Israelis is absolutely impossible. 


"The Arabs are living in this double dream of a humiliation that must be wiped out, 
an injustice which must be repaired, and visions of’ a» great Arab world wishing to> 

rediscover its unity and splendour. They absolutely Betede to recognise the State 

of Israel. Consequently, no negotiations are possible.'! 


While in Beirut, Mr. Westphal said he tried to help the Arabs understand that the | 
return of the Jews to Palestine is not ordinary colonialism but ‘has a ‘spiritual 
significance for the Jews themselves. 


Commenting on the Palestinian refugee problem, he said: "If the millions of 

francs spent on keeping the refugees alive had been used to give them possibilities 
for work and re-settlement in certain virgin territories, we would have performed > 
a useful and moral work....There is an incontestable guilt on the part of the West". 


During his visit Mr. Westphal met representatives of the Maronite, Greek Orthodox, 
Armenian, Roman Catholic and Protestant churches, as well as staff members of the 
UNRWA and the World Council of Churches’ refugee programme. 


EPS, Geneva 


JOINT WORKING GROUP FOR FRANCE 


(Paris) - A joint Protestant/Roman Catholic working committee has been created in 
France by the Permanent Council of the French ge and the Council of the Re- 
formed and Lutheran Churches of France. ns is . ) 


At its first meeting here March 15 the committee established working procedures 
and completed a document on joint pastoral care of confessionally mixed couples 


‘ : ‘ . igs 
which will be published later by. the churches’ authorities. EPS, Geneva 
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MOBILIZATION OF MORAL FORCES 
STRESSED AT BEIRUT FIRST SESSION 


(Beirut) - The Christian churches could play a major role in mobilizing the moral 
forces necessary to achieve a global strategy of economic development. 


This was the consensus of several representatives of intergovernmental agencies 
who addressed opening sessions of the first joint conference on development spon- 
sored by the World Council of Churches and the Pontifical Commission Justice and 
Peace meeting here April 21-27. 


"We need the help of the Christian churches to achieve the human solidarity neede 
to exploit the world's resources on behalf of all the world's peoples", said Mr. 
Raul Prebisch, director general of UNCTAD. 


He addressed the Conference on World Co-operation for Development which is being 
attended by thirty Christian laymen with technical competence in economic and 
social problems and fifteen representatives of international, intergovernmental 
organisations such as UNESCO, the World Bank, FAO and other UN agencies. Also 
present are six church officials and theologians and several staff members from 
the two sponsoring bodies. 


Harold Graves of the World Bank outlined the difficult problem faced by developing 
nations whose population is growing but whose agricultural production is not 
keeping pace. 


"The situation is one of concern but not of despair", said Mr. Graves. 'We have 
learned a lot in the last two decades about how to solve agricultural, financial 
and trade problems. But we have not been able to create the political will to 
apply this knowledge wisely." 


Reporting on the recent UNCTAD meeting in New Delhi, Mr. Prebisch listed several 
"modest achievements’, but expressed disappointment at the failure to formulate a 
global strategy. The developed countries have not realised the urgency of this 
explosive problem and some are indifferent due to prosperity, he said. 


The developing nations do not see that their rate of development cannot be accel- 
erated without deep changes in their social and economic structures and their 
attitudes to development, Mr. Prebisch said. 


The formal sessions of the Beirut Conference were opened by Max Kohnstamm, co- 
chairman of the group which planned the meeting. He read a greeting to the con- 
ference from Dr. Eugene Carson Blake and Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, officers of the 
World Council of Churches. 


Mr. Auguste Vanistendael, a member of the Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace, 
read a message from Pope Paul VI which stated that while perfect union between 
Christian confessions is not yet achieved on doctrinal grounds, "there is at least 
one field in which ecumenism can attain concrete and immediate results, namely 
economic development". 


"Let all privileged nations and their people understand: the impatience of the 
poor is growing, we must come to their help", wrote the Pope. "The remedies are 


certainly well known; it is necessary to apply them without delay. 


(more) 
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"May the work of the Beirut Conference help Christians, our brothers, men of good 
will, as well as governmental officials, to grasp the urgency for decisive action 
for the good of all mankind." 


Msgr. Joseph Gremillion, secretary of the Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace, 
who helped organise the Beirut meeting, explained that technical experts in the 
social sciences had been invited to come here to propose to the churches a strategy 
and programmes for action that would be technically sound and merit the moral 
support of the churches. 


The churches will then seek to start campaigns of citizen education and mobilize 
public opinion behind the strategies that the experts suggest. 


"Beirut is a launching pad for what we hope will become a mobilization of citizen 
support for structures that can bring about social justice among nations", 

Gremillion said. "We hope to rally citizen pressure to bring changes in tariff 
policies, private investment, trade and aid. It will be up to our national committees 
to decide exactly how this will be done. In some countries it might be called a 
"Christian lobby'." 


The Hon. Joseph Najjar, Minister of Planning, brought greetings from the President 
of the Republic of Lebanon, Professor Jan Tinbergen, chairman of UN Development 
Planning Committee and co-chairman of this conference, made a plea to the experts 
assembled to select from the technical discussion points of agreement which world 
economists recommend. "Then we can ask to what extent the churches are willing 
to support these goals", he said. 

EPS, Geneva 


MESSAGE FROM WCC OFFICERS TO BEIRUT CONFERENCE 


(Geneva) - Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the Central Committee of the World 

Council of Churches, and Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary, have sent the 
following message to the Conference on World Co-operation for Development, jointly 
sponsored by the World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Pontifical Com- 

mission Justice and Peace in Beirut, Lebanon, April 21-27: 


"Tt is fitting that a first fruit of the spirit of wider ecumenical co-operation 
should be the Conference on World Co-operation for Development co-sponsored by the 
World Council of Churches and the Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace... This 
joint effort to clarify the common Christian concern in the war against world 
poverty presents an opportunity to help churchmen and Christian agencies throughout 
the world make their social witness more relevant and effective. 


Christian involvement in the struggle of the developing nations to free themselves 
from the increasingly unnecessary burdens of malnutrition and ill health, of illiter- 
acy and ignorance, of outmoded and unjust social patterns, has at its root our 

Lord's passionate concern for the attainment of life that is truly human, life 
worthy of the children of God. The achievement of decent material conditions will 
not! of itself produce this quality of life. But the overcoming of needless de- 
privations can widen the freedom of men to pursue it. The terrible waste of 

precious human resources through the deprivations of poverty are an affront to God 


and man. 


(more) 
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During the past two decades the idea that rich nations and poor nations have a 
reciprocal interest and obligation in accelerating economic and social develop- 
ment has made important headway. Expectations of better livelihood have risen 
sharply in the poorer countries. Lacking any adequate strategy of development 
or any sufficient mobilization of resources, however, the accomplishments of 
various piecemeal projects have generally lagged behind the rising expectations. 
As consideration is given to a second Development Decade, it is necessary to 
pose some searching questions on the requirements for victory in the war screech 
poverty. The Conference in Beirut should help in this task. 


There are important prudential reasons for more serious grappling with the 
challenge of development. The widening gap between rich and poor nations is 
dangerous in an increasingly interdependent world. In the long run, both can 
benefit from a partnership of trade. International collaboration for develop- 
ment across the lines of division in our world can help to build foundations of 
peace. Yet is seems doubtful that such considerations will suffice to mobilize 
the necessary scientific, technical and economic resources. An indispensable 
contribution can be made by a growing body of concerned Christians and other 
men of good will who insist that more substantial co-operation for development 
is the right, the morally essential, response. 


The developing countries and the more developed countries together possess the 
technical, material, and human potential for eliminating the grosser forms of 
poverty in our time. The question is whether they can muster sufficient commit— 
ment and will-power to give this issue the priority it merits. Here is a practical 
challenge to the churches and to their ability to work together. It is’ in helping 
the churches and the ecumenical movement prepare to meet the challenge that the 
Conference in Beirut has a significant mandate. 


We are confident that intercessions for the success of the conference will be 
offered by concerned Christians in many parts of the world, that its deliberations 
and recommendations, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, may be wise, generous, 
and fruitful. Amid signs of a certain faltering in international collaboration 
for development, the time for more dynamic Christian efforts to reverse this 
trend is surely now." 

EPS, Geneva 


MESSAGE OF POPE PAUL VI 
TO BEIRUT CONFERENCE 


(Beirut) - Pope Paul VI sent the following message to the opening session of the 
Conference on World Co-operation for Development being held under the joint 
sponsorship of the Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace and the World Council 
of Churches in Beirut, Lebanon, April 21-27: 


"Upon the occasion of the opening of the Conference on World Co-operation for 
Development in Beirut, we are happy to express to you our deep satisfaction and 

to inform you of the hope aroused in us by this meeting in which competent repre- 
sentatives of the Roman Catholic Church and of the World Council of Churches will 
study together ways for joining their strength and their resources to make their 
brothers aware of the increasing disparity which exists between the different 
nations and to remind those who have forgotten it, of the sense of their responsi- 
bilities. If perfect union between the Christian confessions is not yet achieved 
on doctrinal grounds - however praiseworthy may be the efforts for rapprochement - 
there is at least one field in which ecumenism can attain concrete and immediate 


(more) - 
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results: it is the one which is the subject of your meeting. 


We have been particularly appreciative of the fact that this initiative from 
which we expect such positive results was prompted by our encyclical Populorum 
Progressio, in which we drew the attention of all men of good will to this major 
fact of our times: "Today the peoples in hunger are making a dramatic appeal to 
the peoples blessed with abundance" (para. 3); we appealed to them "for concrete 
action towards man's complete development and the development of all mankind" 
(para. 5), that is, to "expand their common co-operative effort in order to heip 
mankind vanquish selfishness, pride and rivalries, to overcome ambitions and in- 
justices, to open up to all the road to a more human life, where each man will 

be loved and helped as his neighbour, as his brother" (para.82). We rejoice 

that the Disciples of Christ are pooling their experiences and the invincible 
strength which they draw upon in their faith. Have they not all received the 
mark of baptism? Are they not all sons of the living God, called by vocation 

to imitate Christ, even in his liberality, He who, although rich, became poor, so 
that by His poverty we might become enriched? (cf. II Cor. 8.9). Should they not 
remember this affirmation of the Apostle Paul and live it in all its applications: 
"For as in one body we have many members, and all the members do not have the same 
function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one 
of another" (Rom. 12.4). 


Now reasons for discouragement seem to prevail among many of our contemporaries, 

leading them into a negative pessimism. Your assembly will be a comfort for all 

those who do not wish to give way to this current but seek on the contrary to put 
forward the positive values. of man, created in the image and likeness of God. 


Let.all privileged nations and their people understand: the impatience of the poor 
is growing, we must come to their help. The remedies are certainly well known; it 
is necessary to apply them without delay. 


May the work of this Beirut Conference help Christians, our brothers, men of good 
will, as well as the governmental officials themselves, to grasp the urgency for 
decisive action for the good of all mankind. 


It is with these sentiments that we gladly commend to God the proceedings of your 
assembly and invoke on all its participants the abundance of divine blessings. 


Pope Paul VI 
EPS, Geneva 


METHODIST-EUB UNION 
CEMENTED IN DALLAS 


(Dallas, Texas) - The Methodist Church and The Evangelical United Brethren Church 
joined forces here April 23 to create a new denomination -— The United Methodist 


Church. 


The special ceremony officially consummating the union was a highlight of the 
Uniting Conference of the two groups, being held here from April 21- May 4. 


The new United Methodist Church has more than 11 million members in the United 
States and Canada - 10,289,000 from The Methodist Church and 745,000 from the EUB 
Church. In addition, there are nearly one million members overseas. 


Methodists and EUBs share a common historical and spiritual heritage and hold the 


same basic doctrines, with similar ecclesiastical organisations. EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIAN-MARXIST DIALOGUE IN GENEVA 


(Geneva) - A meeting of Marxists with Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant Christians 
called by the Department on Church and Society of the World Council of Churches 
was held here April 8-11. Participants were invited in their personal capacity 
and not as official representatives of their respective communities. They came 
from countries of East and West and from the third world. The Rev. George Casalis, 
professor in the theological faculty of Paris, chaired the meeting, whose theme 
was "Trends in Christian and Marxist Thinking About the Humanization of Technical 
and Economic Development". 


The aim of the meeting was to give an international dimension to the dialogue 
which is going on in a number of countries and continents, and to deepen mutual 
understanding. The discussions covered dehumanization in its various forms; 
violence (both in the "established disorder" and in the struggle against it); 
revolutionary action, especially from the point of view of the third world which 
was very vigorously presented; and ways of democratization. They emphasized the 
contribution of both sides to an understanding of the world situation and to short 
and long term action for liberty, justice and peace. 


The participants were of the opinion that the meeting had opened up new perspectives 
in the dialogue. While recognizing the value of the theoretical work which had 
already been done and which must be continued, they saw the need to relate this 

work to the practical problems of our day, especially by making greater use of 

the social sciences. . 


From the point of view of theory, a certain retreat from integrism and dogmatism 
has made it possible to define clearly the areas of convergence and common concern, 
particularly on economic, social and political problems, which have emerged from 
common analysis and scientific research; and to pose the divergencies in new 
terms. However serious they may be, the divergencies do not seem permanently in- 
surmountable at every level. The participants agreed upon the necessity of de- 
limiting them clearly in order to see the extent to which they could be overcome. 


From the point of view of practice, the great majority of the participants, both 
Christians and Marxists, agreed that economic, cultural, political and military 
oppression by the imperialist powers allied with national oligarchies in different 
parts of the world constitutes the most widespread form of dehumanization, and 

that it is not possible to speak of humanization without expressing active solidarity 
with the struggle for national liberation of oppressed peoples. The most signi- 
ficant example at the present time is the people of Vietnam. Some of the parti- 
cipants opposed this analysis of the international situation, holding that it was 

far too ideological. 


Those present were unanimous in expressing their hope that the dialogue would be 
enlarged, particularly through the participation of youth, and extended, 
especially by the activity of individual participants in their own communities. 


Plans were made to ensure the follow-up of the meeting. 


EPS, Geneva 
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MESSAGE SENT BY WCC LEADERS 
TO TEHERAN HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE 


(Geneva) - The presidents and officers of the World Council of Churches sent a 
message of greeting to the International Conference on Human Rights convened 
in Teheran on April 22. 


At the opening session delegates from 132 governments and more than 200 non- 
governmental organisations heard an inaugural address by the Shahinshah of Iran 
and an address by UN Secretary General U Thant in commemoration of the 20th anni- 
versary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 


Her Royal Highness Princess Ashraf was elected conference president. 


Mark Schreiber, executive secretary of the Teheran conference, read messages 
from Pope Paul VI, a number of heads of states and governments, and the WCC. 


Copies of the WCC message in the four official conference languages: English, 
French, Russian and Spanish were taken to the meeting by the Rev. A. Dominique 
Micheli, who is attending as the formal representative of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs. 


The conference in Teheran is the first of its kind, and was called by the United 
Nations to highlight the International Year for Human Rights which is being 
observed throughout 1968. 


(The full text of the WCC presidents' and officers" message appears at the end 
of EPS.) 
EPS, Geneva 


GREEK BISHOP PIONEERS 
SOCIAL SERVICE PROJECTS 


(Athens) - A bishop whose diocese includes one of Greece's most poverty-stricken 
urban areas has moved energetically to stimulate social and community welfare 
projects for the benefit of the every-day life of the people. 


Bishop Georgios was appointed ten months ago as Metropolitan of Nikea, the poorest 
area of the port city, Piraeus. 


To provide care for children and young people who often are left on the streets or 
alone in their homes while both parents are at work, he opened the long dormant 
Perama Children's Centre. The centre's trained staff look after 70 children aged 
three to five every day, and another 120 school children are given a free lunch. 


Bishop Georgios, who was himself orphaned at an early age, says he is determined 
that the children of his diocese shall not suffer what he experienced in his own 


childhood. 


Now the 52-year-old bishop has turned his energies in a new direction to stimulate 
social consciousness among the people of Nikea. In co-operation with Piraeus State 
Hospital, he has launched a "blood donations week" campaign, using church buildings 
as temporary clinics to collect donations to the hospital's blood bank. Bishop 
Georgios set the example by himself being the first donor to give blood in the 


campaign. 


Well over 100 pints of blood were reported collected by each of the temporary 


clinics. EPS, Geneva 
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WARC GENERAL SECRETARY REPORTS 
ON CZECH CHURCHES IN NEW SITUATION 


(Geneva) - The Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren is “extremely happy" about 
recent political developments in Czechoslovakia, and is looking for ways to 
contribute positively to the process of democratization there. 


In an interview here on his return from a recent visit to Prague, Dr. Marcel 
Pradervand described the mood of Czech Christians as "hopeful". 


In Prague, the general secretary of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
attended a special meeting of the Synodal Commission of the Evangelical Church 

of Czech Brethren, called to define church policy in response to the new political 
situation. 


The commission expressed hope that the process of democratization which now has 
started will continue, and called on church members to take an active and positive 
role in public life. 


The commission also voted to initiate negotiations with the government, aimed at 
church-state relations based on the principle, "a free church in a free state". 


In the future, the commission resolved, pastors‘ salaries should no longer be 
paid by the state, but by the church, although the church would accept lump sum 
srants for this purpose, to be paid out from the church's central treasury. 


Dr. Pradervand also had talks in Prague with Dr. Erika Kadlecova, new president 
of the state office for church affairs. 


He said that Dr. Kadlecova is "a Marxist first and a politician second. She 
genuinely wants to reach a just solution to the many and difficult problems in 
relations between the churches and the state in Czechoslovakia". 

EPS, Geneva 


POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN 
WILL BEGIN ON APRIL 29 


(Atlanta, Georgia) - The Poor Peoples' Campaign will begin in Washington April 29 
with a visit by 100 persons to Administration and Congressional officials. 


The Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy, who succeeded Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., as 
president of the sponsoring Southern Christian Leadership conference, said 
national civil rights leaders and the poor themselves will present their list of 
grievances to Capital authorities at that time. 


The second and major portion of the campaign, he announced, will start May 2 in 
Memphis, where Dr. King was murdered. 


Poor people from Mississippi, Boston, and Chicago will converge on the capital 
"sometime in May", he explained, where they would establish a "city of hope” until 
their demands were met. 


The SCLC president said the campaign will be "the most militant and aggressive 
non-violent war ever waged by the human and civil rights movement in this country". 


In the original plans for the Poor People's Campaign, Dr. King had said the Wash- 
ington "camp-in" would begin quietly, but could disrupt Washington life with non- 
violent civil disobedience. EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIAN-MARXIST DIALOGUE 
BEGINS IN SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 


(Sydney) - For the first time in Australia, a group of Christians and Marxists 
has met here to explore possibilities for dialogue. 


The meeting was initiated by the Rev. Rex Davis, studies division secretary of 
the Australian Council of Churches. Participants on the Christian side included 
Roman Catholic, Presbyterian and Church of Christ clergymen, and two ACC staff 
members. 


The Marxists are all members of the Communist Party of Australia. 


Participants in the meeting agreed that "the basis for dialogue must lie in con- 
Sideration of the philosophic basis of the two parties’ appreciation of man". 


A further meeting of about 20 Christians and Marxists, planned to last for 
several days, is scheduled for mid-August as an immediate result of the initial 
talks held here. 


Vaughan Hinton, ACC public relations officer, said that the dialogue now beginning 
in Australia "has leaped the ‘we'd better all be nice to each other' stage and 
is moving immediately to the confrontation of theory and theology". 

EPS, Geneva 


BISHOP SCHARF SEEKS 
TO MEDIATE IN BERLIN 


(Berlin) - Bishop Kurt Scharf is trying to act. as mediator in negotiations between 
the Berlin Senate and the "extra-parliamentary opposition". 


In the auditorium maximum of the Technical University he appealed to the students 
not to resort to force, and he called on Berlin's Lord Mayor Klaus Schtitz and had 
an hour's conversation with him. 


Immediately after the attempt to assassinate the German student leader Rudi Dutschke, 
Bishop Scharf had urged all concerned not to lay the blame on others, but to exa- 
mine their own conduct. 


Bishop Hermann Dietzfelbinger of Munich (President of the Council of the EKD) and 

Dr. Joachim Beckmann of Diisseldorf (President of Evangelical Church in the Rhineland) 
appealed for reconciliation, and condemned the violent reactions which the attack 

on Dutschke's life have produced throughout West Germany. EPS, Geneva 


LWF SENIOR EDITOR TO HEAD GERMAN PRESS SERVICE 


(Geneva) - The Senior editor of the Lutheran World Federation's Information Bureau, 
Hans-Wolfgang Hessler, has been named editor-in-chief of the Evangelischer Presse- 
dienst. (Protestant Press Service) in Germany. 


The 39-year-old journalist will succeed Dr. Focko Liipsen, who retires on May 22 
after 43 years with EPD. Naming of Mr. Hessler as editor-in-chief of EPD coincides 
with a change in the location of its headquarters from Bethel bei Bielefeld to 


Frankfurt am Main. 
EPS, Geneva 
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TUTZING GROUP PLANS CONTINUATION 
OF LUTHERAN/REFORMED CONVERSATIONS 


(Tutzing, Germany) - Specific proposals for continuation of Lutheran-Reformed 
conversations in Europe were formulated by a small evaluation group that met 
here April 16-19. 


The group was composed of representatives of the World Council of Churches Faith 
and Order Secretariat, the departments of theology of the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and some participants in the 
five-year "Bad Schauenburg talks" that concluded in 1967. 


At the conclusion of the earlier series of discussions, a report was sent 
by the LWF and WARC to the Lutheran and Reformed churches in Europe, With a 
request that they study it and he cea their reactions. . 


The Tutzing meeting was called to evaluate the churches' responses. 


The churches responding to the Bad Schauenburg report were all in agreement that 
Lutheran-Reformed talks should continue, the evaluation group declared. 


Efforts will be made to include European countries not represented: in Bad Schauen- 
burg in new talks scheduled to start April 8-12, 1969; ‘In addition, the®German™ 
churches which. have grown out of Lutheran-Reformed church unions in the 19th 
century also will be invited to participate in the conversations. 


Broadening the talks in another direction, the evaluation group proposed that 

they include church officials, as well as theologians. Some churches had criticized 
the earlier dialogue because it had not included enough decision-makers from the 
churches" hierarchies. 


The group also recommended that a comprehensive report on Lutheran-Reformed con— 
versations and relations throughout the world should be presented to the LWF. 
Assembly and the WARC General Council, both scheduled to meet in 1970. 


The group prepared an agenda for the 1969 talks, which will take up the topic 
wv e . * a ww 
Church Division and Church Fellowship... EPS{ ©Geneva 


FORMER ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY, 
METHODIST LEADER HIT, UNION PLAN 


(London) - Two noted churchmen - the former Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Fisher 
of Lambeth, and Dr. Leslie A. Newman, a Methodist minister - are among the first 
critics of the plan for union of the Church of England (Anglican) and the Methodist 
Church. 


The plan, providing for union in two stages, was 3 published recently ‘by the ‘Anglican- 
Methodist Unity Commission (EPS Nos rig . 


It provides for full communion in the first stage, with the Methodist Church be- 
coming an episcopal body, and a second stage of full organic union... It was. 
immediately welcomed as a step forward by leading newspapers of both churches, 
and others, but now the first criticism is being sounded, _ 


Lord Fisher, who made a speech in 1946 which is generally regarded as initiating 
conversations between the two churches, declared from his home in southern England 


(more) 
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where he is living in retirement: "I am profoundly unhappy about some of the 
doctrines of the Church of England which the report abandons and about one or 
two doctrines which it imports". 


Dr. Newman expressed his objections as chairman of the Voice of Methodist Associa- 
tion, which had consistently opposed the earlier proposals for union on a number 
of doctrinal grounds, especially as they concerned the integration of the two 
ministries. 


Dr. Newman made clear there was a lot in the report he approved of, but he said 
the main stumbling block in his opinion centered on the Services of Reconcilia- 
tion, whereby the two churches will be reconciled and their ministries integrated. 


An evangelical Anglican on the Unity Commission who declined to sign the report 
was Dr. J.I. Packer, who said he could not endorse the central proposal that full 
communion between the two churches should depend on the integration of their 
ministries as prescribed in the Services of Reconciliation. 


Dr. Newman, echoing this criticism, said "I am entirely with him (Dr. Packer) when 
he says that the historic episcopate is entirely without foundation in the New 
Testament. I cannot conceive many Methodist ministers not agreeing with his 
position, and I am staggered to notice that not one Methodist on the commission 
had the courage to agree with Dr. Packer on this. It took an Anglican to say 
what many of us dissentients have constantly stated". 

EPS, Geneva 


WCC'S M.L. KING MEMORIAL FUND 
NOW STANDS AT $82,940 


(Geneva) — Within a fortnight of invitine churches and related agencies to sub- 


scribe to a major water project of the Mississippi Delta Ministry as a memorial to 
Dr. Martin Luther King (EPS No. 14), the World Council of Churches' Division of 


Inter-church Aid, Refugee, and World Service has received gifts totalling 
$82,940. Other donations are expected. 


This money is additional to what churches are giving towards the general programme 
of the Mississippi Delta Ministry for racial reconciliation, rehabilitation, and 
relief. 


These pledges to the Memorial Fund have now been received: Denmark $5,000; Sweden 
$10,000; . United Church of Canada $4,625; Netherlands $27,700; Swiss Inter- 
church Aid $5,000; Germany's Bread for the World Campaign $10,000; Christian 

Aid (Britain) $12,000; Norway $5,000; Australia $1,115; Finland $1,000; France 
$500; Austria $500; Greece $300 and Kenya $200. 


Kenya's donation is an offering made at a memorial service for Dr. King and 
churches.in the country have been. asked to send further gifts through the Christian 


Council of Kenya. 


Metropolitan Nikodim of the Russian Orthodox Church has cabled that the Synod of 
the church is’ being asked to take the Fund into consideration and to give their 


corresponding decision. 


(more) 
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In Latin America, 25 National Councils of Churches have been informed by cable 

about the Fund. Churches in Eastern Germany have said that although it is not 

possible for them to send money directly, they will try in memory of Dr. King, 

to increase their own work of assistance. The Ecumenical Patriarch in Constan- 
tinople has also expressed his sympathy. 


After consultation with officers of the Mississippi Delta Ministry, it has been 
agreed to earmark the response to the Martin Luther King Memorial Fund to 
provide a water supply for the inhabitants of Freedom City where people are 
being settled on 400 acres of land in houses they are building themselves. 


The National Council of Churches USA has helped the people to buy the land and 
is providing staff and volunteers to assist them to achieve their goals. This 
help includes literacy training, tutoring for schoolchildren, the establish- 
ment of home industries, and the finding of assistance from governmental and 
other sources. 


In a cable to Mrs. Charlotte Browne-Mayers, director of DICARWS, Mr. James 
MacCracken says that the NCCUSA deeply appreciates the Fund as a "Christian 
expression of faith and support for the ideals of Martin Luther King and his 
people who will benefit from so tangible an evidence of Christian brotherhood 
transcending race and tragedy". 

EPS, Geneva 


AGENCY GIVES $278,004 FOR COMMUNITY ORGANISATION 


(New York) - Community organisation projects in eight U.S. cities have been given 
$278,004 by the Interreligious Foundation for Community Organisation. 


The Rev. Lucius Walker, Jr., executive director of the New York based foundation, 
announced the grants. 


All but one of the projects —- in Boston, Chicago, Dayton, Detroit, Houston, Memphis, 
New Orleans and Philadelphia - are focused on organising ghetto residents. The 
exception is Philadelphia, where Suburban Action Centres are teaching suburbanites 
to be “agents of social change". Participants work at their goal by supporting 
black community organisations and by helping change attitudes of racially pre- 
judiced whites. 


In the other projects, residents are pulled together to deal with problems of 
public education, employment, voter education and registration, housing and 
business opportunities. 


"There just isn't much we can do about the summer", Mr. Walker commented. "We view 
our role as that of a crisis agency dealing with longer-range issues than relief." 


The kind of relief IFCO tries to provide, he explained, should help avert similar 
crises in the future, as indigenous Negro groups curb their frustrations by 
organising for power against poverty. 


IFCO was formed in spring 1967. Its membership includes 12 Protestant, Roman 
Catholic, and Jewish agencies and secular service organisations, and local 
community groups in six U.S. cities. 


EPS, Geneva 
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TEXT OF WCC PRESIDENTS!’ AND OFFICERS' MESSAGE TO 
TEHERAN HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE 


(Geneva) - "As Presidents of the World Council of Churches and Officers of its 
Central Committee, we welcome the action of the United Nations General Assembly 

in designating Nineteen Hundred Sixty-Eight as International Year for Human Rights. 
We appreciate the significance of the International Conference on Human Rights 
convened at Teheran, April 22-May 12, 1968, and warmly greet the representatives 
of governments there assembled with the hope that their deliberations may prove 
fruitful. 


The World Council of Churches, even prior to its formal constitution in 1948 and 
throughout its history, has concerned itself with the development of international 
organisations and the acceptance of international standards as a means to comple- 
ment national responsibility for the promotion of respect for and observance of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms. 


As early as 1945, at the San Francisco Conference on International Organisation, 
a representative of the churches was the spokesman for numerous non-governmental 
organisations in seeking provision for a Commission on Human Rights in the United 
Nations Charter and thereafter helped to establish the terms of reference under 
which the Commission was empowered to act. 


At its formal founding in Amsterdam, in the summer of 1948, the World Council of 
Churches adopted a Declaration on Religious Liberty wherein it contended equally 
for the rights of all men. 


Through its Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, in consultative 
relations with the Economic and Social Council, the World Council of Churches. was 
represented at every session of the Human Rights Commission and at the Third 
Session of the United Nations General Assembly at Paris in the autumn of 1948, 
thus seeking to contribute to the building of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. 


Reiterating its continuing support, the World Council of Churches at its Third 
Assembly in New Delhi, 1961, adopted a Statement on Religious Liberty wherein it 
held: "We recognise the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, proclaimed by the 
United Nations in December 1948, as an important instrument in promoting respect 
for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms". 


The World Council of Churches is set steadily to combat such infringements of 
human rights as apartheid, racial discrimination in varying forms, arbitrary 
arrests and detention, torture, curtailment of religious liberty, and economic 
injustice, which deny the dignity of man and undermine the foundations of peace, 


justice and freedom. 


In preparing for the International Year for Human Rights, the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs has made known to the member churches of the 
World Council of Churches on every continent, to national councils, and to national 
and regional commissions of the churches on international affairs, the plans pro- 
posed by the United Nations General Assembly. It has further suggested ways in 
which the churches in their own right, as well as in their relations to community 
and government, could more convincingly advance the cause of human rights, not 
only this year but in the years to come. The World Council of Churches in its 
Fourth Assembly at Uppsala in July 1968 at a public meeting presided over by the 


(more) 
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Archbishop of Canterbury will give particular attention to issues of human rights, 
both retrospectively and prospectively. 


In addition to the appeals directed to our own constituency, we call upon govern- 
ments and peoples to give effect by every appropriate measure to the covenants, 
conventions and declarations already adopted. We further urge that the United 
Nations General Assembly proceed with a sense of urgency to complete in adequate 
form the Draft International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of In- 
tolerance and of Discrimination based on Religion or Belief. 


In addition to the appeals directed to our constituency, we call upon governments 

and peoples, by their constitutions, laws, court decisions and practice, to combat 
the many denials and violations which still persist in order that human rights and 
fundamental freedoms may in fact be observed everywhere and without discrimination. 


The Preamble of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that "the people 

of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their faith in fundamental 
human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights 
of men and women and have determined to promote social progress and better standards 
of life in larger freedom". Impelled by the Christian faith which we profess and 
by our sense of solidarity with all men of good will, whatever their religion or 
belief, we endorse these objectives and for their achievement we pledge our 
continuing effort. 


Officers of the Central Committee: Presidents of the World Council of Churches: 
Dr. Franklin C. Fry, Chairman The Archbishop of Canterbury 
Dr. Eugene C. Blake, General Secretary Archbishop Iakovos 
Dr. Ernest A. Payne,) Dr. Akanu Ibiam 
Principal Russell ) Vice-Chairmen Principal David G. Moses 
Chandran, ) Dr. Martin Niemdller 


Mr. Charles C. Parlin 


April, 1968 
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BEIRUT CONFERENCE DRAWS UP DEVELOPMENT 
STRATEGY FOR CHURCH CONSIDERATION 


(Beirut) - We have entered a new age in which science and technology make it 
possible for all men to have the necessities of life, if only we had the political 
will to work for a more just economic order. For the first time in history, 
technology and science have given men the power to remove the causes of poverty, 
injustice and violence, whereas formerly they could only treat the symptoms. 


This was the prognosis of experts on international finance, economics, trade, 
administration and agriculture who attended the Conference on World Co-operation 
for Development, which closed here April 27. 


At the same time they sounded a warning that if action is not taken to increase 
food production and slow down population growth, the prospect of famine within 
the next two decades is very real. 


The conference, sponsored by the Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace together 
with the World Council of Churches, was the first joint effort by Roman Catholics, 
Protestants, and Orthodox to see what could be done to achieve a more equitable 
division of the earth's abundance. 


Some 30 Christian laymen and 10 top officials of various United Nations agencies 
had been asked to advise the Christian churches on how to better the lot of more 
than one-half of mankind. 


After a week of intensive discussion of such questions as trade and investment, 
growth rates and technical assistance, they proceeded to forge a strategy for 
world development and proposed a time-table for achieving certain economic goals. 


They also detailed steps which Christians and their churches might take to persuade 
both the poorer and the richer nations to commit themselves to the development 
task for the 1970's. 


A full report of their findings and recommendations will go to the two sponsoring 
bodies. At the meeting of the Pontifical Commission in September and the WCC's 
Fourth Assembly in July delegates will be asked to decide what action should be 
taken. 


$100 a Year Per Capita 


"Today, after two decades of effort, more than a thousand million human beings still 
live in destitution or close to it", said the group considering economic and social 
strategy at Beirut. "The median per capita income of the developing countries: is 
equivalent to about $100 a year - less than 30 cents a day on which to be born, 
nourished, clothed, sheltered and educated. 


"In the last 20 years the annual output of goods and services by the poorer countries 
has more than doubled, and per capita incomes have increased by half, although 
progress has been irregular and uncertain. Death rates have fallen sharply. Begin- 
nings have been made in closing the ‘social gap’ in education and the technological 
gap that differentiates poor countries from prosperous ones. The poorer countries 
themselves have financed about four-fifths of the investment made in their own 
development ." | 


(more) 
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But, said the participants, "the situation of many of the developing countries is 
precarious and in danger of becoming more so. 


"The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, concluded at New Delhi 

in March, failed to take decisive steps to enable the poorer countries to better 
their trading position and obtain larger amounts of the foreign currencies they 
need for investment in their own economic development. In the meantime, the prices 
of commodities they sell in world trade are falling.” 


The Beirut Conference stressed that Christians have a responsibility not merely as 
persons for other people “but also for the political and economic structures that 
bring about poverty, injustice and violence". 


Recognizing that "fear or rigid unjust structures or the power of vested interests" 
can block change and make development impossible, the conference said: "It is the 
work of courageous dynamic love to break through these rigidities. There can be 
non-violent revolutions. All our efforts must be directed to change without violence. 


"For if injustice is so embedded in the status quo and its supporters refuse to 
permit change, then as a last resort men's consciences may lead them in full and 
clear-sighted responsibility without hate or rancour to engage in violent revolution. 
A heavy burden then rests on those who have resisted change". 


On the population question the conference said: 


"Christians should recognize not only the gravity of population pressures for 
development, but also the right of citizens to be enlightened by public authorities, 
and the ‘right and duty of these authorities to inform all citizens in regard to 
population problems and policies. Such a policy, when seen to be necessary, should 
be: viewed as an integral part of - rather than as an alternative to - a general 
development programme. Christians need to champion the fundamental rights and claims 
of the family in this connection". 


Statement by Beirut Conference 


A brief statement issued by the conference asked Christian citizens everywhere 
"to pledge their support to development as a settled commitment, to campaign or 
lobby for development: by all means at their disposal and to give governments, 
parties, leaders and agencies no peace until the whole human race can live with 
reasonable ease and hope in its single planetary home" 


(The text of the Beirut Statement appears at the end of EPS.) 


Co-chairmen of the conference were Dr. Jan Tinbergen, professor at the Netherlands 
School of Economics and chairman of the UN Development Planning Committee, and 
Mr. B.T.G. Chidzero, representative of the UN to Kenya. 


Raul Prebisch, director general of UNCTAD, and Philippe de Seynes, under secretary 
general of the UN for economic and social affairs, spent one-and-a-half days in 
conference discussions. Edwin Martin of the Organization for Economic Co-operation 
and Development and Clinton A. Rehling of the UN development programme made 

important contributions, as did Charles H. Weitz of the Freedom from Hunger Campaign, 
Aser Deleon of UNESCO, and Jean Joblin of ILO. Harold Graves of the World Bank 


was a rapporteur. 
BP (more) 
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Leaders of the four discussion groups were: Leon de Rosen of France, Horacio 
Godoy of Chile, and Archbishop Angelo Fernandes and S.L. Parmar both of India. 


Shaping of the final report is in the hands of Dr. Robert Bowie, director of the 
Centre for International Affairs, Harvard University. His task was lightened 
by the thorough work of rapporteurs Barbara Ward (Lady Jackson), Denys Munby, 
Auguste Vanistendael and Mr. Graves. 


As co-chairmen of the Exploratory Committee on Society, Development and Peace, 
the immediate sponsor of the conference, Msgr. Joseph Gremillion: and Max Kohnstamm 
played an important role in the direction of the conference. Father George H. 
Dunne was organizing secretary. 

EPS, Geneva 


FIRST ANGLICAN/ROMAN CATHOLIC TALKS 
ON MIXED MARRIAGE HELD 


(Windsor, England) - Discussions on the theological problems of mixed marriages 
got off to an encouraging start at the first meeting of the joint Roman Catholic- 
Anglican Commission at St. George's House here April 16-18. 


The commission was able to agree in formulating three fundamental theological 
principles on the basis of which future progress can be made. These concern the 
unity conferred by baptism, the unity conferred by marriage and the paston as and 
disciplinary consequences of these. 


The commission accepted as a basis for discussion a document entitled "Mixed 
Marriages" prepared by a group of Roman Catholic theologians and canonists at 

the request of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity for discussion 
with members of non-Roman churches (including Orthodox). 


It was felt that a distinction should be drawn between (a) general teaching which 
the church should give concerning the undesirability of mixed) marriages; (b) the 
pastoral advice to Christians who are contemplating a mixed marriage; and (c) 
the provision to be made when they have either determined upon, or entered into 

a mixed marriage. 


It is in situation (c) that the duty to educate children in the Roman Catholic 
faith is circumscribed by other duties, e.g. to preserve the unity of the family. 
This leaves open the question whether morally a Roman Catholic may voluntarily 
enter into a situation in which he foresees he will be so circumscribed. Opinions 
on this question varied with estimates of the dangers involved in the present day 
situation. 


Considerable attention was given to problems raised by the canonical requirements 
concerning the Roman Catholic upbringing of children of mixed marriages, especially 
where this is unacceptable to the non-Roman Catholic party. It was agreed that 

all serious proposals for solving this problem and all contributions to and 

designs for pastoral guidance in such situations should be carefully and sympatheti- 
cally considered. 


EPS, Geneva 
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SOUTH AFRICA'S LIBERAL PARTY 
BEING FORCED OUT OF EXISTENCE 


(London) - The death knell for the Liberal Party in South Africa is expected 
within the next two weeks when the Prohibition of Improper Interference becomes 
law. 


In a letter to The Times Alan Paton, the distinguished novelist who is national 
president of the party, explains that it can no longer continue as a political 
organization of people of different race groups. It will also be an offence for 
any person to address a political meeting if the majority of those present belong 
to a race other than his own. 


According to Mr. Paton, the Liberal Party was based on "the principle of non- 
racialism...Its membership was fully representative of all the people of South 
Africa, and equally representative were its committees, from the lowest to the 
highest, and during these 15 years there was never any division of opinion on 
racial lines", 


At «the ‘same time Mr. Paton affirmed: "We place on record our belief that ultimately 
justice and enlightenment will triumph over the policies of racial discrimination 
which have dominated our country for centuries, and we wish to record our faith 
in those values of our Western heritage which have been embodied in the beliefs 
and practices of the Liberal Party of South Africa". 

EPS, Geneva 


GILBERT ISLANDS CHURCH 
FACES ECONOMIC CRISIS 


(Tarawa, Gilbert Islands) - Unemployment and delinquency in the community and a 
looming economic crisis are among the problems facing the newly autonomous Gilbert 
Islands Protestant Church. 


The Congregationalist’ body became autonomous last year and continues the work 
formerly carried out here by the London Missionary Society, now the Congregational 
Council: for World Mission. 


Predictions of an income crisis for the area are based on the fact that hundreds 
of Gilbertese are employed in the phosphate industry on Ocean Island and Nauru. 

The money they send home is an important source of income for the entire community, 
including the’ church. But the phosphate deposits are expected to be "worked out" 


soon. 


The Rev. Setareki Tuilovoni, secretary of the Pacific Conference of Churches, said 
after a recent visit to Tarawa that the new church has done little to insure itself 
against a decline in the economic structure. Some money, he said, has been invested, 
but an extremely small sum when compared to the growing needs of the people. 


The Pacific Conference of Churches, an ecumenical body formed in the mid-1960s, 
has expressed concern that the Gilbert Islands Protestant Church is moving towards 


isolation and complete inwardness. 
Seton tp guard against this development, the Conference is working to encourage 


closer contacts and wider fellowship between the Gilbertese and Christians in 
other parts of the Pacific. 
EPS, Geneva 
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U.S. CONFERENCE OF WCC HEARS 
PRESENT, PAST GENERAL SECRETARIES 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania) - A plea for the involvement of Christian churches 
throughout the world in the social, economic and political questions of our time 
was voiced by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, when he addressed 
200 Protestant and Orthodox leaders attending the annual meeting of the U.S. Con- 
ference for the World Council here last week. | 


"To preach the Gospel, to a hungry man without giving him food is both futile and 
cruel", Dr. Blake said. "It is because I believe the Christian faith most fully 
comprehends the reality of human life and existence on this planet that I think 

the churches have the task and opportunity of awakening a responsible world society. 


"The Church will be an entirely reactionary force unless it attempts ‘to bring © 
the moral insights of the Gospel to QD ky to the moral decisions inherentiin ee 
changes, being made in world, society", he said. ( 


Many of these issues will be dealt with by the Fourth Assembly of the World Council 
at Uppsala, Sweden, July 4-19. Initial discussion will take place in the several) 
sections, considering such topics as "Renewal in mission", "World economic and 
social development", "Towards, justice and peace in international affairs", 

"Towards a new style of living", "The worship of God in a secular age", and "The « 
Holy Spirit and the catholicity of the Church". Recommendations! will «go tothe >ns 
whole Assembly for final action. 


A detailed preview of the Assembly programme was given to churchmen present at 

Buck Hill Falls. 

Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, retired general secretary of the World Council of ‘Churches, 
warned that there are "strong tendencies" today to separate practicalecumenical: | 
approaches to social problems from theological concerns leading) to church reunion.) 


"But the specific Christian contribution with regard to the practical issues") he!’ 
said, "is precisely to set them in the wider context’ which the Christian faith, 
provides, and so a practical approach without the theological, discussion leads) :99 
to sterility and superficiality". 


On the other hand,’ he added, the theological and missionary approaches "must! !'> }: 
today and tomorrow be constantly related to the struggle for emancipation of: men.’ 
It must be shown that church unity enables the Church to render more. effective, | 
service in the world, and that conversion to the Christian faith has revolutionary. 
implications for the life of the Christian in society", he said. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft spoke on "History's Lessons for, Tomorrow''. 98% 4 3 
EPS, Geneva 


SPANISH PROTESTANT SPOKESMAN 
DENIES FRICTION WITH REGIME 


(Madrid) - Baptist Pastor Jose Cardona, executive secretary of the Evangelical 
Defence Committee, said here that so far no formal protests have been made by 
Protestant churches, individually or as a group, against discriminatumy provisions 
in Spain's religious freedom law. 

Denying British newspaper reports of such a protest, he said that it “could not” © 
be ruled out" as a future possibility but had not taken place s so far. 


pBDpDea Cllanatr 
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EFFECT OF VATICAN II IS MIXED, 
LUTHERAN MINORITIES REPORT 


(Budapest) - The effect of the Second Vatican Gouncil on relations between the 
Roman Catholic Church and Protestant churches has clearly varied from country 

to country, according to reports given at the sixth Conference of Lutheran Minority 
Churches in Europe. 


The positive results achieved in some countries since Vatican II are clearly a 
cause for rejoicing. In other places relations are still heavily influenced by 
traditional Catholic claims. But the possibility of dialogue lays the groundwork 
for mutual recognition. 


Attending the conference were some 100 delegates from 20 countries where Lutherans 
are a minority group. Chairman of their meeting was Dr. André Appel, general 
secretary of the Lutheran World Federation. 


They began by examining problems of biblical interpretation and the importance of 
theological exegesis for preaching and teaching. 


"We have worked with scientific exegesis, which is necessary and unavoidable", 
said a final communiqué, “but the basis of our faith has not been called into 
question as a result". 


Another main theme of the conference was the obligation of Christians in today's 
world. 


"The Church must not only realize its social responsibility, but must also be 
prepared to undertake practical responsibility", said the statement. "The tremend- 
ous and ever-increasing economic and social injustice in relations with the 
developing countries lays an intolerable weight on the conscience. 


"Christians must help to arouse public opinion all over the world, promote more 
courageous measures, and be prepared to make the sacrifices necessary to achieve 


amore just social order‘ 


Archbishop Turs’ successor dies 


Grief was expressed by delegates to the conference upon learning of the death of 
Archbishop-elect Peter Kleperis, who was en route to the conference. Death came 
nearly one month after his election as spiritual leader of the 350,000-member 


Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church succeeding Gustav Turs, who retired. 


Archbishop-elect Kleperis, who would have been 64 on May 4, was to head a six-man 
delegation from the Soviet Union to the minority churches conference. He apparently 
suffered a heart attack in the train. The body was removed in the Ukrainian part 


of the Soviet Union. 
EPS, Geneva 


IMPLEMENT UNCTAD RESOLUTIONS, 
BRITISH CATHOLIC BISHOPS URGE 


(London) - The Roman Catholic bishops of England and Wales have called on their 
government to set a clear time-table for implementing the resolutions passed by 
the UN Conference on Trade and Development, and to ask other rich nations to do 
the same. They were acting on a report from their Commission for Justice and 


Peace, 
EPS, Geneva 
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HEAD OF JAPAN'S KYODAN 
TOURS UNITED STATES 


(Indianapolis, Indiana) - Christians exert far more influence in Japan than their 
numbers would indicate, the moderator of the United Church of Christ in Japan 
(Kyodan) asserted during a visit to churches in the United States: The Rev. 
Masahisa Suzuki of Tokyo said that although Christians represent less than one 
per cent of the population, they hold 20 seats in the governing Diet and play 
prominent roles in Japanese life. 


Mr. Suzuki estimated that 10 per cent of the Japanese have a "preference" for 


Christianity. Three million Bibles were sold last year. 


Addressing officers of the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ), he said the 
church is leading the opposition to proposals to establish a national shrine in 
Japan. Christians feel this would be a dangerous trend back toward nationalism 
and militarism. 


He predicted there would be strong agitation in his country for an end to the 
treaty with the U.S. when it comes up for renewal in 1970. Japanese fear that 
due to American military bases in Japan, the first nuclear blow in a U.S.-China 
confrontation would hit them. 

EPS, Geneva 


SPANISH-AMERICAN PROBLEMS 
OVERLOOKED, LUTHERANS TOLD 


(Chicago, Illinois) - The head of the .Hispanic-American Institute of. Austin, Texas, 
told a group of Lutheran churchmen here that concern for the Spanish-American ._ 
minority in the U.S. is not. equal to the "nation's overwhelming concentration on 
the convulsions within the black community". 


Dr. Jorge Lara-Braud said that. the 10 million Spanish-speaking people in the 
U.S. constitute the nation's.second largest ethnic minority and that with few 
exceptions it fares no better than the Negro community. 


"One wonders whether the nation and the churches establish priorities for action 
on the basis of which group displays the greatest militancy or the most disruptive — 
behaviour", he said. 


Sponsors of the conference were the Department of Church and Community Planning 
of the Lutheran Council in the USA and the mission boards of the American Lutheran 
Church, the Lutheran Church in America and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 


Among the recommendations suggested by the participants were: 
- Establishment of departments of Hispanic~American studies in:institu- 


tions involved in the preparation of professional church workers. 


- - Arrangement of programmes allowing students specializing in Spanish- 
American work to live in Latin America for six months as a part me 
their training. 


- Acceptance and utilization by Lutheran denominations of non-theologically 
trained personnel to work among the Spanish-speaking people. 


EPS, Geneva 
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WCC/ROMAN CATHOLIC SERVICE AGENCIES 
EXPLORE POSSIBILITY OF COLLABORATION 


(Geneva) - The scriptural basis of diakonia (service), Vietnam, the Nigerian con- 
flict, refugees in the Middle East, stranded students in Europe, scholarships, 
and credit unions were among the topics discussed at the joint Roman Catholic/WCC 
Inter-Church Aid Working Party which met here April 28-30. 


It was the third time the group had come together to explore possible ways of 
closer collaboration between Roman Catholic service agencies and those related to 
the WCC's Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. There were 
16 Roman Catholic representatives and 12 from the World Council side. 


-The meeting was chaired jointly by the Most Rev. Campbell MacInnes, the Anglican 
Archbishop in Jerusalem, and Mgr. J. Rodhain, president of Caritas Internationalis. 


On the initiative of Mgr. Rodhain, a sub-committee of four was appointed to survey 
actions being taken around the world to offset an increasing tendency for Christmas 
to be made an occasion for luxurious and unnecessary spending. 

EPS, Geneva 


HAMBURG CHAPLAINS APPEAL 
TO GREEK PRIMATE 


(Hamburg) - Two chaplains working with students in Hamburg, Erich Boyens and 

Dr. Hans Pfeifer, together with leaders of the Protestant student group have 

sent an appeal to Archbishop Hieronymos, Primate of the Church of Greece, urging 
him to aid Greek citizens and members of his church who are in prison or interned 
on islands. 


"In view of the reports concerning the fate of people who are treated as opponents 
of the present government, we can no longer remain silent", says the appeal. The 
chaplains believe that, in spite of the amnesty of December 23, 1967, there are 
still 2,777 persons detained on the islands of Leros, Laki, Partheni and Jaros. 


Their appeal is an expression of solidarity with Greece and the Greek church, in 


the spirit of the ecumenical movement. 
EPS, Geneva 


BIBLE STUDY METHODS SKETCHED 
AT EUROPEAN YMCA/YWCA SEMINAR 


(Geneva) - Protestant, Roman Catholic and Orthodox experts on Bible study demon- 
strated various means of study for 60 men and women from 16 European countries 
attending a seminar at the Ecumenical Institute near here. 


Organized by the World YWCA and the World Alliance of YMCAs, the seminar heard 
W.A. Visser 't Hooft, Hans-Ruedi Weber and Father F.M. Du Buit 0.P. lecture on 
the historical and cultural background of the Bible. 


Work groups considered appropriate methods of study for teen-agers, young adults 
and adults, in camps, conferences and hostels. In addition to offering a 
practical training experience, the seminar demonstrated how such study can bring 
together clergy and lay people from the various confessions. 

EPS, Geneva 
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LITURGICAL DEVELOPMENTS DISCUSSED 
AT JOINT WCC/ROMAN CATHOLIC SESSION 


(Geneva) - Representatives of the WCC Faith and Order Commission on Worship and 
experts from the Roman Catholic Commission on the Reform of Liturgy met here | 
April 29-May 1 to review liturgical work of the Faith and Order movement and 
reforms accomplished by the post-conciliar commission. 


The group agreed that closer co-operation should be sought in ;the field of worship. 
It was suggested that the meaning and practice of prayer be studied, as’ well: as” 
such issues as baptism, the Eucharist, lectionaries, ecumenical services etc. 

These recommendations will be submitted to the Joint WCC/Roman Catholic Working © 
Group. 


Brother Max Thurian of the Taizé Community summarized work already, done, and 
Mer. Lengeling reported on the proposed Roman Catholic Liturgy for the Baptismal 
rite. The meeting was arranged by, the Secretariat for, Christian Daa ty and the: 
Faith and Order Secretariat. 


Participants were as follows:- 


Roman Catholic: Mgr. Lengeling; Mgr. Martimort; F. Lecuyer; F. Vagaggini; 
F. Jounel; Mgr. Arrighi; Cardinal Pellegrino. 


WCC: Prof. T.M. Taylor (chairman); Prof. M. Shepherd; Fr. Max thieian Bishop 
A. van der Mensbrugge; Prof. J.J. von’ Allmen; Prof. L. Briner; Vitali Borovoi 
and Lukas Vischer. aan 

| EPS, Geneva ~ 


KING OLAV NAMES BIRKELI 
NEW PRIMATE OF NORWAY 


(Oslo) - The Rt. Rev. Fridtjov.Birkeli of Stavanger, 61, becomes the new basbanei 
of Oslo and Primate of Norway, according to a communiqué issued by King Olav V. 
late last week. 


Succeeding the Rt. Rev. Dr. Johannes Smemo, who retires next July.on his 70th. 
birthday, Bishop Birkeli won the large majority in a vote among pastors, provosts, 
bishops, and theological professors on their choice of bishop. Following delibera- 
tions with his cabinet and government officials, King Olav, who is constitutional 
head of the Church of Norway, chose Bishop Birkeli from among three.candidates.... 
_EPS, Geneva .. 


NEW IRISH HYMNAL USES 
SEEGER, DYLAN MELODIES 


(Dublin) - Pete Seeger's familiar melody "Blowin' in the Wind" has a new set of 
words in a hymnal being. used by Trish Roman Catholic congregations. 


Written by Father Hubert Richardson, head of a catechetical training centre, the — 
new words focus on the unity of men in Christ and broaden the message of the 
protest song. i 


"How many times must the sick look up and find there is no one to care?" a typical 
line asks. 


Bob Dylan's melodies are also included in the hymnal. EPS, Geneva 
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PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


Two conferences exploring in greater detail certain issues raised at the Geneva 
Conference on Church and Society in 1966 have taken place in récent weeks. The 
Beirut Conference on World Co-operation for Development was a joint project of 
the WCC and the Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace. (Photos 237-253 are 
from that meeting.) The WCC's Department on Church and Society was the sponsor 
of a consultation on problems of humanization in society in the light of current 
Christian and Marxist discussions, held in Geneva April 8-11 (EPS No. 15). 

See photos 254-257. . iF. 


(237) Lady Jackson (Barbara Ward), author of several books on economics, made 

an impassioned plea for Christians to spearhead "a propaganda campaign to spread 
the ideas of development and justice among the general citizen body". Flanking 
her are conference co-chairmen: B.T.G. Chidzero (left) and Prof. Jan Tinbergen. 
(238) Co-chairmen of the Exploratory Committee on Society, Development and Peace, 
sponsors of the conference, are Mgr. Joseph Gremillion. and Max Kohnstamm. 

(239) Mr. Chidzero talks with Roman Catholic Archbishop Angelo Fernandes of Delhi. 
(240) Hon. M. Edouard Honein (centre), Lebanon's Minister of Social and Economic 
Affairs, who represented the President. With him are Mgr. Ziedi and Pierre Eddé, 
head of the Lebanese Bankers Association. 


(241) Charles Sherman, former Minister of Finance for Liberia, with Maurice F. 
Strong, Canada's director general for external aid. (242) Raul Prebisch (left), 
director general of UNCTAD, listens to the discussion. (243) The Papal Nuncio for 
Lebanon, His Excellency Mgr. Gaetano Alibrandi. (244) Davidson Sommers, prominent 
U.S. businessman and former vice president of World Bank, chats informally with 
two conference organizers, the Rev. George H. Dunne S.J. and the Rev. Paul Abrecht 
of WCC. (245) Prof. André Philip, director, Development Centre, Organization for 
Economic Co-operation and Develcpment. (246) Prof. S.L. Parmar gives an Asian 
appraisal of recent UNCTAD meeting. (247) UN's Under Secretary for Economic and 
Social Affairs, Philippe de Seynes. (248) Two UN representatives: P.K. Das of ILO 
and Charles H: Weitz, Freedom from Hunger Campaign. (249) Dr. Robert Bowie (USA), 
Prof. Theodor Dams (Germany), Ludwik Dembinski (Pax Romana), Paulo de Tarso Santos 
(Chile), Leon de Rosen (France). (250) Dr. Irene Ighodaro (left), vice president 
of World YWCA, was one of four women participants. On her left is Dr. Hassan Saab, 
head of Development Centre in Lebanon. (251) Dr. D. Thimme,. vice president of 
Evangelical Churches of Westphalia, with an Orthodox. (252) Archimandrite Arsen 
Avedikian of Armenian Orthodox Church, Pasteur Ibrahim Dagher, a Protestant, and 
the Rev. Thomas F. Stransky of Vatican Secretariate for Christian Unity. (253) The 
Beirut Conference in plenary session. 


Participants in the Christian-Marxist dialogue included (254) Georges Casalis of 
France; the Rev. Paul Abrecht of WCC; Dr. Manuel Azcarate, editor of Realidad; 

and Dr. Ylena Marculescu, Romanian lecturer in philosophy. (255) Azcarate, Dr. 

Jose Gonzales Ruiz 0.P. of Spain, Mrs. Neffa, Julio C. Neffa of France, Father Paul 
Verghese of Kerala, India, and Dr. Lukas Vischer of WCC. (256) Mr. Neffa in heated 
discussion with Rev. Paul Blanquart, French Dominican; Dr. Sergio Arce of Cuba, 

and Gonzalez Ruiz. (257) Sessions are presided over by Prof. Casalis and Mr. Abrecht. 


Rew Pe ae 
IN BRIEF 


The 10th annual Foyer John Knox Lectures by Josef Smolik, professor at the Comenius 
Faculty of Theology in Prague, and by Richard Shaull, professor at Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary (USA) has been published under the title "Consumers or Revolu- 
tionaries?" It is available from Foyer John Knox, 27 Chemin des Crets, Grand 
Saconnex, Geneva, Switzerland. 
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Special Report 


STATEMENT OF THE BEIRUT CONFERENCE ON 
WORLD CO-OPERATION FOR DEVELOPMENT 


The world confronts a "new history". For the first time, science and technology 
have vanquished the distances of space and time and placed super-abundant and 
growing wealth at man's disposal. At the same time, a single aspiration for human 
emancipation and dignity inspires the whole human family. These developments 
point to the emergence of a single planetary community. 


Yet the resources of this community are so distributed - 80 per cent of them 

being at the disposal of only 20 per cent of the people, living in the main around 
the North Atlantic - that while one segment of humanity is rich and growing richer, 
the rest still struggle in varying degrees of poverty and have little certainty 

of breaking out of their stagnation in the next decades. 


Why are these facts of particular concern to the Christian community? This is the 
question considered at Beirut at the Conference on World Co-operation for Develop- 
ment sponsored by the World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church and 
hence the first international conference to be organized and held on such a wide 
ecumenical basis. 


One primary reason is that the majority of Christians live in the developed North 
and if this area is wealthy far beyond the general level of world society, they 
profit from this unbalanced prosperity and must in conscience account for their 
stewardship. A second reason is that all Christians bear heavy responsibility for 
a world in which it can seem "normal" to spend $150,000 millions a year on arma- 
ments, yet difficult to mobilize more;than $10,000 millions for the works. of econo- 
mic and social co-operation. A third reason is that Christians are totally com- 
mitted to the unity and equality of all mankind under the headship of Christ, the 
Son of Man and hence to unity and justice in the world society in which the human 
family lives. A fourth reason is that they believe in man's God-given responsibility 
to use his resources to recreate and renew the face of the earth. And last, they 
meet at a time when the desire for co-operation in development shows signs of 
slackening in the wealthy North, while the need for growth grows steadily more 
urgent in the developing South. They must therefore as Christians, in developed 
and developing countries alike, renew their dedication to the tasks of world-wide 
justice and development. 


This challenge to the Christian conscience demands action at two levels - at the 
deeper level of education to form public opinion and in its immediate mobilization 
to influence political decision-making. In education, the Conference urges the 
Christian Communions: 


1. To introduce the concept and the fact of Christians" deep involvement 

in world unity, justice and development into every level of education - 

from their catechisms to their graduate studies. Seminaries, teacher train- 
ing colleges and missionary institutes are particularly asked to see that 
every student accepts the vision of human unity, justice and co-operation as 
an integral part of Christian faith and that in missionary work, the concept 
of development be placed within the central strategy for work in the field. 


(more) 
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2. To prepare, in co-operation with the international agencies and with 
local expert groups, material on justice and development .to.be.used_ in 
adult education, literacy campaigns and through the mass media;..and+to 
seek the active participation of all citizens in planning and carrying 
through these campaigns. 


3. To reform their own church: structures and policy and their own 
personal commitment so as to -respond:to ‘the challenge ‘of ‘world justice, 
for instance, by pledging fixed and increasing percentages of their 
income to world development. 


In the field of political action, the Conference recommends that the following 
priorities be stressed for action during the» Seventies: 


A. In the Developed Countries: 


1. That a commitment to genuinely unrequited and productive transfers 
of resources.equal to one per cent of Gross National Product be made 
_»by the developed nations, if possible by 1970, ‘without prejudice to 
an increase later. 


2. That a flow of private investment equal to at least another one per 
cent be aimed at by that time. 


~1 3eThat the rescheduling: of debt be accelerated ‘and .the terms of credit 
be eased for: the future. 


4, That manpower for technical assistance be systematically expanded to 
match the increase in financial transfers. 


5. That the UNCTAD resolutions on stabilizing the prices for selécted 
primary products and on preferential access to developed markets be 
achieved by mid-decade (1975): 


6. That programmes and policies pursued by developed countries respect 
the genuine needs and priorities of developing countries: reform of 
agriculture, not higher defence expenditure; » labour-intensive indu- 
stries, not industrial, giants) working at a quarter of, capacity; 
schools and clinics, not prestige projects; the advancement of all 
the people, not the monopoly of the few. 


7. That the needs of developing countries be given higher priority in 
all the new schemes for international liquidity. 


B. In the Developing Countries: 


1. That removing the social and political obstructions to dynamic progress 
and bringing all the people into the efforts and benefits of moderni- 
zation be given the highest priority in local political action. 


/92.°0 That» programmes for the modernization of agriculture and) appropriate 
policies; to»slow down’ accelerated population increases — policies 
-ewhith respect: the rights and religious beliefs of each family - be 
»s i given) the priority’ they need to lessen the prospect of: possible 
‘famine in the next) two decades and to give the hope of better diets, 
health, education) and responsible family life. 


(more) 
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3. That in the industrial and service sectors priority be given to 
appropriate technologies, including, where suitable, labour- 
intensive enterprise, and that strategies be reasonably related 
to the availability of local resources. 


4. That education be geared to an adequate concept of the nations' 
needs for citizens with modern attitudes and capacities, with 
especial reference to agricultural, technical and managerial 
training. 


5. That all plans be linked to a systematic mobilization of financial 
resources by way of adequate taxation and stimulus to local saving. 


6. That regional common markets be established to co-ordinate in- 
dustrial investment so as to enlarge the base for effective 
industrialization, to increase the competitiveness of exports 
and to secure a steady increase in trade between developing nations. 


Developed and developing peoples alike are concerned with more than their own 
policies and reactions. They are all members of a wider, ever more interdependent 
world economy. 


All would benefit if the lawlessness of the world were reduced and men's energies 
turned from preparations for war to the works of peace. Both in development and 

in the pursuit of peace, men can underline their common partnership and commit- 
ment by steadily increasing their resort to international institutions and agencies. 


The Conference, therefore, urges: 


(i) That the United Nations family hastens its formulation of 
strategies for the Seventies; and that Christian communities 
mobilize themselves to support targets which are consistent 
with the growing Christian consensus on development and co- 
operation. 


(ii) That a rising percentage of development transfers should be 
channelled through the international agencies. 


(iii) That, where practicable, the rest of the bilateral transfers 
should be distributed within the framework of multilateral 
consortia or consultative groups. 


(iv) That all governments, separately and jointly, re-examine 
their priorities and give development and co-operation the 
central attention and prestige traditionally allotted to 
defence. 


The work of development will not be finished in a day or a year. This is a work 
for this century and beyond. The Conference asks Christian citizens everywhere to 
pledge their support to development as a settled commitment, to campaign or. lobby 
for development by all means at their disposal and to give governments, parties, 
leaders and agencies no peace until the whole human race can live with reasonable 
ease and hope in its single planetary home. In order to encourage Christians to 
play their full part in this urgent work, the Conference recommends that the ecu- 
menical Exploratory Committee (of the World Council of Churches and the Roman 
Catholic Church) which sponsors this meeting be established on a permanent basis 
and become an active agent of Christian education and action. 


Beirut, 27th April, 1968 
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WCC PRESIDENTS ISSUE 
1968 PENTECOST MESSAGE 


(Geneva) - Pentecost is not only a time for prayers in the churches but also for 
deeds in the world, declare the six presidents of the World Council of Churches 
in their annual message to Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox churches around the 
world, 


Noting that the theme of the Fourth WCC Assembly will be renewal, the message 
calls on the people of God “to pray for the renewal and unity of the Church, and 
also for the renewal and unity of the world. 


"Let this Day of Pentecost be a day of renewal of our personal life", they say, 
"but let it also be a day of commitment for each congregation of God's people to 
loving and practical action for the renewal of society". 


Pentecost, observed around the world as the birthday of the Christian Church, will 
this year be celebrated on Sunday, June 2, in Protestant and Anglican churches, 
and on June 9 in Orthodox churches. 


Christians believe that on the Day of Pentecost the Spirit of God was given to 
the followers of Jesus. A new community was born of those who in every age have 
sought in their life together to practise the love of God. 


The WCC presidents express their belief that the Spirit of God is active today 
"in the common effort of men for justice and peace, for education and development. 
He is active as well in all scientific and technological advance in so far as it 
enables us to begin to supply the material needs of men and thus prepare the 
ground for a world community. 


"If God has given to us a new heart and a new spirit, he expects of us prayers 
in our churches and deeds in the world", they write. 


The message is signed by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey of 
London; Archbishop Iakoyos, Primate of the Greek Orthodox Church of North and 
South America, New York; Dr. Akanu Ibiam of Enugu; Dr. David G. Moses, New Delhi; 
Pastor Martin Niemdller, Wiesbaden, Germany; Mr. Charles C. Parlin, New York 
attorney. Honorary president Dr. J.H. Oldham of St. Leonards-on-Sea, England, 

also signed. 


(The text of the message appears at the end of this EPS.) EPS, Geneva 


C.C.1.A. OFFICERS INDICATE SUPPORT 
FOR NIGERIA TALKS 


(London) - On the eve of the opening of preliminary talks for achieving a 
settlement of the Nigeria conflict, the London secretary of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs, Alan R. Booth, sent a message to the 
Commissioner for External Affairs of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and to Chief 
Justice Sir Louis Mbanefo, who is representing Biafra. The message read: 


"On behalf of the chairman and the director of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, I assure you of our prayers and support in seeking 
an honourable end to the sufferings of your peoples." 


In recent months staff members of the World Council of Churches and representatives 
of the member churches have visited the two parties to the Nigerian controversy. 
Substantial material aid for the relief of war victims has been given to both 
sides. . EPS, Geneva 
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WCC LEADER EXPRESSES SORROW AT DR. Z.K. MATTHEWS" DEATH; 
MEMORTAL SERVICES HELD IN GENEVA 


(Geneva) - On learning of the death of Dr. Zachariah K. Matthews, Ambassador 
from Botswana to the United States and Permanent Representative to the United 
Nations, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, World Council of Churches general secretary, 
sent the following cable to Mrs. Matthews in Washington, D.C.: 


"The Church and the world have lost in your husband a man both will sorely miss. 
He was a mature Christian leader of his nation and of the new world community 
that is coming into being. All my colleagues of the World Council join in love 
and sympathy to you and your family. Eugene Carson Blake." 


Dr. Matthews, former Africa Secretary for the WCC's Division of Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee, and World Service, died May 11, in Georgetown University Medical 
Centre, Washington, D.C. His age was 66. He suffered from a heart condition 
and recently was operated on for a leg thrombosis. Following surgery he 
developed a kidney malfunction. 


A memorial service was conducted at St. Margaret's Episcopal Church, Washington, 
on May 13, at which the WCC was represented by Miss Eleanor Kent Browne of the 
New York Office. 


Preaching at a service in the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva on May 13, Canon 
Burgess Carr said: "Human integrity was the mark of this man. He was at once 
fully mature and refreshingly youthful. The long, hard testing years during 
which he was involved in the struggle against human injustice crowned his life 
with the maturity of an elder statesman. And it was as such that he was 
regarded and respected throughout Africa." 


A second service was held in Geneva at Holy Trinity Church on May 15. 


First Africa Secretary 


Dr. Matthews, an Anglican, was a lawyer and educator in South Africa before he 
came to the WCC in 1962. As the first Africa secretary of DICARWS, he together 
with Lord Caradon (then, Sir Hugh Foote) of Great Britain undertook a fact-finding 
mission in Africa in 1964 to determine priorities for the churches in serving the 
emergent nations of that continent. The Ecumenical Programme for Emergency 
Action in Africa was the result. 


In 1966 President Seretse Khama of Botswana, a former student of Dr. Matthews, 
asked him to represent the country in the United States. 


Prior to his WCC service Dr. Matthews was Professor of African Studies at 
University College in Fort Hare, South Africa, and Principal of the college 
from 1955 to 1957. He had also served as Vice President of the South Africa 
Institute of Race Relations and was one of the founders of the African National 
Congress, committed to non-violent political change. 


In preparation for the 1966 World Conference on Church and Society, Dr. Matthews 
edited Responsible Government in a Revolutionary Age (Association Press, New 
York; S.C.M. Press, London). 


He was scheduled to make a major presentation at the Uppsala Assembly on 
"The Churches and Human Need", and was also serving as chairman of the Nominating 
Committee to propose officers for the next seven years. 


Surviving are the wife and five children. EPS, Geneva 
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HOPE FOR JUST VIETNAM SETTLEMENT VOICED 
IN C.C.1.A. LETTER TO PARIS NEGOTIATORS 


(Geneva) - The deep interest of World Council of Churches member churches in 
the talks on Vietnam now going on in Paris, and the hope that a just settlement 
will be achieved for the people of Vietnam were expressed in a letter delivered 
by officers of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs to 
representatives of both sides. 


On May 9 Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, C.C.1I.A. director, and Dominique Micheli 

took identical letters to Ambassador Averell Harriman at the U.S. Embassy in 
Paris and to His Excellency Nguyen Xuan Thuy of the Delegation of the Government 
of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam in France. 


"You will understand that hope and fear mingle as millions of Christians around 
the world, affiliated with member churches of the World Council, fix their eyes 
on the Paris deliberations", the letter said. 


"T have come to Paris", wrote Dr. Nolde, "to deliver this message personally 
as an emissary to convey the assurance of our prayers that the fear of 
insurmountable obstacles may prove to be groundless, and that the hope for a 
settlement in justice for the people of Vietnam, in the context of the world 
family of nations, may in fact be realised". 


He also expressed gratitude that the United States had limited the bombing 
of North Vietnam and that North Vietnam had indicated its readiness to move 
toward negotiations. EPS, Geneva 


DISCIPLES/ROMAN CATHOLIC TALKS PROPOSE 
LIMITED SHARING OF EUCHARIST 


(St. Louis, Missouri) - "We have found sufficient theological justification 

in principle for some eucharistic sharing", said representatives of the Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ) and the National Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USA). 


"Furthermore, we detect that urgent theological, ecumenical’ and especially pastoral 
reasons exist in our country to make some eucharistic sharing desirable", they 
continued. 


The two communions were urged "'to explore as rapidly as possible the circumstances 
and procedures for responsible eucharistic. sharing". 


This suggestion was contained in a memorandum issued jointly following the 
third series of talks between representatives of the Bishops‘s Committee on 
Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs and the Disciples‘ Council on Christian 
Unity. 


Dr. Richard N. Johnson, associate director of the Department of Faith and Order 
of the National Council of Churches, presented a paper to the group. He said 
a major difficulty lies in the recognition of ministerial orders. 


If the Consultation on Church Union, discussing unity of ten denominations, enacts 
its “unification of ministers" proposal, and if the Roman Church would acknowledge 
Anglican orders, the problem would be overcome", he said. 


Dr. Johnson proposed that Roman Catholics participate in the unification of 
ministries under consideration by the Consultation. EPS, Geneva 
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH STARTS 
RECONCILIATION FUND, BACKS UNION PLAN 


(Dallas, Texas) - "A new church for a new world". With this theme before them, 
two major Protestant denominations (USA) turned a leaf in church history here 
April 21-May 4. 


Critics of the union of the Methodist and the Evangelical United Brethren churches 
had said that it would be nothing but a scissors-and-paste merger between a big 
church and a small one. But 1,200 delegates came from around the world with a 
determination to make it much more. 


After a dramatic, worshipful ceremony of union, the equal numbers of laymen and 
ministers turned to the structure and stance for their.new United Methodist Church. 
Ten days later Bishop Eugene M. Frank of St. Louis, Mo., president of the Council 
of Bishops, said: 


"When we reflect upon this Uniting Conference, we will see that the greatest 
excitement was not in structure but in mission." 


The Rev. Dr. Warren F. Mentzer, head of the Eastern Conference delegation of the 
former Evangelical United Brethren Church, asserted that actions in the field of 
Christian unity, social and economic rights, and human and racial equality were 
"remarkable evidences of true spiritual renewal". 


The Rev. Dr. Joseph E. Lowery, chairman of the board of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, said the spirit of the conference “reflected a growing 
sensitivity to the church's responsibility in the critical problems facing humanity 
today". 


Major actions included the following: 


- Set a goal of $20,000,000 for a Fund for Reconciliation to help heal the agony 
of the crisis in the nation and war and poverty in other nations; 


- Supported participation in the drafting of a plan of union among ten 
denominations through the Consultation on Church Union; 


- Streamlined local and national church structures to emphasize witness in 
society rather than organizational self-aggrandizement; 


- Created a Commission on Religion and Race and approved a budget of $700,000 
for the quadrennium; 


- Set standards for ministers and members which stress voluntary disciplines 
of personal conduct rather than legalistic requirements; 


- Granted permission for Methodist bodies in 14 countries to become either 
autonomous or enter united churches; 


- Commended President Johnson for his moves toward negotiation of the Vietnam war, 
and asked the administration to go anywhere, any time to talk peace; 


- Rejected a proposed constitutional amendment that would have made mandatory 
a 1972 target date for the merging of all ten remaining Negro annual conferences 
in the Southeastern and South Central Jurisdiction; 


- Affirmed the necessity for persons to respect the law, but at the same time 
supported the "right of non-violent civil disobedience in extreme cases." 
EPS, Geneva 
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DR. BLAKE TO HELP DEDICATE COPTIC CATHEDRAL 
ON ANNIVERSARY OF ST. MARK'S MARTYRDOM 


(Cairo) - Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, World Council of Churches general secretary, 
is among the Christian leaders who will participate in services to be held here 
June 25-28 marking the 19th centenary of the martyrdom of St. Mark,» 


All member churches of the WCC have been invited to send two delegates each, as 
has the Roman Catholic Church, 


During the services a new Coptic Orthodox, cathedral named for the patron Saint 
will be dedicated in the heart of Cairo. It will be the seat of Pope Kyrillos VI, 
Pope, of Alexandria and Patriarch of the See of St. Mark. 


An outstanding feature of the celebrations will be the placing of the relics of 
St. Mark, which Pope Paul VI has offered to transfer from Venice. 


The new cathedral accommodates 3,500 worshippers. Combining Coptic tradition 
with basilica style, it houses two chapels, a novelty in Coptic architecture. 
It stands on the site of a former ceMetery and is near the Anba Rueis Church and 
and the. Church of. St. Peter and St, Paul. The United Arab Republic contributed 
150,000 Egyptian pounds ($349,500) for its construction. EPS, Geneva 


"REVOLUTIONARY VIOLENCE’ CONDEMNED 
BY GERMAN CHURCH COUNCIL 


(Berlin) - The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) rejected as 
unjustified "revolutionary violence" among youth attempting to bring about 
social change. 


"In a technically and humanly advanced civilization, the use of revolutionary 
violence for the purpose of achieving social aims cannot be morally justified”, 
the churchmen said, 


Representatives of the Evangelical (Lutheran) Church in West Germany and West 
Berlin spent two days considering student demonstrations, the crisis of authority 
and police powers of the state. 


Participation by EKD youth in recent protests in West Germany and Berlin have 
alarmed some church leaders. This dangerous situation can be overcome only 
through comprehensive spiritual efforts, the Council said. 


Referring to increasing antagonism between students and government authorities, 
the Council said there was no possibility of distinguishing between "inadmissible 
violence" against property and other types of violence. 


However, the Council, chaired by Bishop Hermann Dietzfelbinger, added that 

the use of state police power can only be an emergency measure. A real solution 
can be found, it said, only if all responsible forces work together to uncover 
the cause of the crisis and try to re-establish the authority of the state 

from within, EPS, Geneva 
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INTER-ORTHODOX MEETING 
PLANNED NEAR GENEVA 


(Geneva) - Upon the initiative of° Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, an inter- 
Orthodox conference will be held June 8-15 at Chambésy near here. Its purpose 
is to prepare for a pan-Orthodox Synod to be held at’a later date, and also 

to agree on a common plan of action for the Fourth Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches at Uppsala in July. 


Three delegates from each of the 14 autocephalous Orthodox churches have been 
invited. | 


An agenda for a pan-Orthodox conference was first discussed at’ a meeting in 
1961 on the Island of Rhodes. One'of the subjects mentioned at that time was 
relations between Orthodox and other Christian churches, i.e. the Roman Catholic, 
the Reformation churches; the Old Catholic and the ecumenical movement. 

; EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH REFORMED CHURCH URCED 
TO’ REVISE VOCATIONAL SYSTEM 


(Royan, France) - The National Council of the Reformed Church of. France has 
been asked to help establish a new vocational and training system better suited 
to the demands of modern society. 


The 120 delegates at the annual synod here also declared that parishes should 
be reorganized and not be considered some kind of "cultural association". 


In a reference to the catechism, the synod said it should be aimed first at 
preparing Christians to live’ with their brothers and love ‘them in the name of 
Jesus Christ, rather than keeping the faithful in parish structures. 


Theological research should continue’ in full freedom, the delegates affirmed. 
Attention should be paid to the thinking in non-Christian movements, ‘but 
theologians should give particular attention to use of language "communicating' 
evangelical ‘thought. 


! 


Pastor Jacques Maury of Poitiers, brother of the late Philippe Maury, who 
headed the World Council of Churches Information Department until his death 
last year, was elected president of the church's National Council. He succeeds 
Pastor Pierre Bourguet, who retired after 15 years in the post, Pastor Maury 
is a member of the Protestant Society of Missions and is currently working on 
a common service for mixed marriages in cooperation with Benedictine priest 
Dom Lefébvre of Liguge. 


For the first time, women were elected to the 20-member National Council. 


The new delegates are Mrs. J. Dupont and Miss C, Hirtz. EPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES ACTS 
ON IMMIGRANTS, RACE RELATIONS BILL 


(Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England) - Two resolutions on race relations and one on 
world poverty were among the actions taken by the British Council of Churches 
(BCC) when it met here the end of April. 


Noting the "deterioration in community relations" that had followed passage 

of the Commonwealth Immigrants Act of 1968, the council asked the government 
immediately to establish independent machinery to hear appeals and an advisory 
and welfare service for immigrants at ports of entry. 


On the Race Relations Bill 1968, the council suggested that the Race Relations 
Board be empowered "to compile a register of approved voluntary bodies within 
industry to whom it would normally refer complaints in the field of, employment". 
This would prevent either trade unions or organizations of employers from sitting 
in judgment on cases in which they themselves might be involved. 


The council again commended the World Poverty Campaign to member churches, 
stressing that education and political activity are as important as money-raising. 


Warm appreciation was expressed to Miss Janet Lacey, C.B.E., as she retires after 
16 years as director of Christian Aid. Today this department of the BCC raises 
more than a million and a half pounds a year. EPS, Geneva 


MISSIONARIES TO U.S. SOUGHT 
BY AMERICAN PRESBYTERTANS 


(New York) - Approximately 70 American missionaries and leaders of churches 
around the world are being sought to work in U.S. ghetto and suburban areas, during 
the next seven months. 


At the request of the United Presbyterian Church's Council on Evangelism, a 
call has gone out for personnel willing to take special temporary assignments 
in America's cities beginning June 1. The overseas churchmen will. help give a 
world perspective to interpretation of the report of the National Advisory 
Commission on Civil Disorders, which singled out white racism as the major 
cause of racial unrest. 


In addition to sounding out ghetto residents’ feelings, the overseas churchmen 
will provide aid as needed in ghetto-based projects. EPS, Geneva 


SUMATRA CHURCH TO COMMISSION 
ELEVEN MISSIONARIES 


(Bangkok) - The Huria Kristen Batak Protestant Church in Sumatra has voted 
to supply eleven full-time Christian workers for missionary service in Indonesia 
and other parts of Southeast Asia. 


One pastor will be sent to the Teacher's Training School of the Nias Church, 
six will serve as evangelists with the Karo Batak Church, and one will go as a 
pastor to Muslim workers on a plantation in North Sumatra. 


It was voted to send one pastor to the Sengois in Malaysia, and two others 
will be available to meet requests from other Southeast Asian churches. 
EPS, Geneva 
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WCC DELEGATION CONFERS WITH BULGARIAN 
ORTHODOX, THREE NON-MEMBER CHURCHES 


(Geneva) - Continuing a series of official visits to memher churches in Eastern 
Europe, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, World Council of Churches general secretary, 
called on leaders of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church on May 1-5. He was accompanied 
by Dr. Nikos A. Nissiotis, associate general secretary, and Miss Lois Meyhoffer, 
co-secretary for Orthodox churches and countries. 


They were warmly received by Patriarch Kyrille and the Holy Synod in Sofia. 


“Ecumenicity is the task commended to us by Jesus Christ so that all may be one", 
stated the Patriarch. "This road is torturous and long, filled with contradictions, 
hesitations and even suspicions. But the way is show to us by Christ himself. 


"We are not discouraged", he said, "because the 20 years that the World Council 
has been in existence have brought important successes both in terms of increased 
participation of Christian churches in the work of the Council and in their 
rapprochement through common service to God and man." 


During the visit of the delegation, a joint meeting of three non-member churches 
was held in the Congregational Church. Present were members of the Baptist, 
Methodist and Congregational churches, as well as Orthodox representatives. This 
was the first contact many had had with anyone from the World Council of Churches. 


The visitors also met Mr. Tzolov, vice president of the Ministerial Council, and 
Mr. Kutchukov, director of the Committee of Cults in the Foreign Office. 


They addressed faculty and students of the Theological Academy of the Orthodox 
Church and took a trip to the monastery of Bachkovo near Ploydiv in southwestern 
Bulgaria. 


Before their departure Patriarch Kyrille gave a dinner in Sofia during which he 
referred to the fact that "Christian ecumenism is not possible unless the churches 
succeed together in overcoming - through the strength of the Holy Spirit and the 
love of Christ - the division that weakens God's work on earth". 


The Patriarch noted that the task of ecumenism is "very dear to us" and said he 
would like to see it extended through closer relations with the Roman Catholie 
Church. 


Dr. Blake, in response, recalled the contributions made to the ecumenical movement 
by the Church of Bulgaria, which together with other national Orthodox bodies 
forms one church, he said. 


"We are glad to hear your assurance of continued interest and involyement in the 
developing ecumenical movement", he stated. "We promise to seek in every way 
possible to increase the services of the WCC to all the Orthodox churches.... 

In the period following the Uppsala Assembly we fully expect more bishops and 
theologians from this church on the various committees which direct our work." 


During a tour of the city the delegation noted that despite pressures on the 
church, buildings in the heart of town have not been turned into museums but are 
still functioning as churches. 

On their last day in Sofia they attended the holy liturgy in the Alexander 


Nevski Cathedral. Following the liturgy the Patriarch introduced the delegation 
and asked Dr. Blake to address the congregation. EPS, Geneya 
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ENABLE MIGRANTS TO FORM OWN STRUCTURES, 
CHURCH CONSULTATION URGES 


(Geneva) - "Migrant groups should be enabled to form their own structures by 
democratic means in order that they may achieve equal opportunity. Only then 
can social integration become a reality." 


This was one of the recommendations passed by the International Consultation on 
Migrant Workers in Western Europe, held May 2-9 at the Ecumenical Institute in 
Chateau Bossey near Geneva. Participants included social workers and. clergy 
from 15 countries of emigration and immigration. 


The group expressed concern over the fact that migrants who return home after 
working in another country are unable to use their skills. This results in a 
loss of the worker's dignity. 


Many migrants could contribute to the development of their homeland, the group 
noted, but the social, economic and political structures are not capable of re- 
integrating them. This raises basic questions about: the need to change the 
existing structures (including church structures) of both the sending and 
receiving countries, they concluded. 


"All those in key positions have a particular responsibility to influence public 
opinion to make such changes possible", said the consultation. 


In this year of Human Rights, the consultation called particular attention to 
articles in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights dealing with the right to 
work, equal pay for equal work, the right to education and to protect the family 
as the fundamental unit of society. Many of these rights are ignored or 
insufficiently observed in countries receiving migrants, they said. 


The consultation recommended that inter-governmental agreements include both 
short and long-term programmes of general and vocational training for migrants. 
A basic agreement would need to be reached between countries of emigration and 
immigration to work towards parity of training and qualifications. 


Finally the churches were urgently requested to make a continuing stand against 
increasing manifestations of racial and ethnic prejudice in Western Europe, which 
are at the root of many of the problems experienced by migrants. 


Sponsor of the consultation was the Churches' Committee on Migrant Workers in 
Western Europe. EPS, Geneva 


GROWING MARKET FOR CHRISTIAN BOOKS 
CLAIMED BY AFRICAN PUBLISHERS 


(Nairobi) - A plea that Christian publishing be recognized as "an important 

and effective means of evangelism" was voiced when 20 delegates from 11 African 
nations gathered here for the Christian Publishers’ Staff Conference late last 
month. Sponsor was the World Council of Churches", Christian Literature Fund, 


The churches in Africa were asked to give a much higher priority to the production 
and distribution of Christian literature by providing adequate staff, finance, 
and facilities. 


More and more Africans are being influenced by what they read, said the publishers, 
and the growth of modern transport systems makes a wider distribution of books 
possible, EPS, Geneva 
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SOUTH AFRICA OUSTS ANGLICAN BISHOP 


(Capetown) - Anglican Bishop Robert H. Mize of Damaraland is being forced by the 
government of South Africa to leave the country. 


A native of the United States, he is the second Anglican bishop to be expelled 
during the past year. Bishop C. Edward Crowther, formerly of Kimberley and 
Kuruman, was expelled in 1967. 


Bishop Mize has headed the diocese, one of the largest in the Anglican Church, since 
1960. For eight years his residence in South Africa has depended on temporary 
permits which ranged in duration from three to six months. He was informed by the 
Ministry of the, Interior early this year that his permit would not be renewed after 
July 1, when he is scheduled to leave South Africa to attend. the Lambeth Conference 
in London. 


The Minister gave no explanation for the expulsion but pointed out that the 
Immigrants Selection Board had turned down Bishop Mize's application for permanent 
residence "and the department cannot ‘continue to allow you to sojourn in Southwest 
Africa on a temporary basis". EPS, Geneva 


ROMAN CATHOLICS IN MINNESOTA 
PERMITTED TO JOIN YMCA/YWCA 


(St.Paul, Minnesota) - Roman Catholics of the Archdiocese of St.Paul-Minneapolis 
(USA) have been given permission ‘to join the YMCAs of Minneapolis, St. Paul and 
Red Wing, and the YWCAs of Minneapolis and St. Paul. 


Coadjutor Archbishop Leo C. Byrne said that "after careful consultations at both 
the national and local level, it has become apparent that the historic reasons 
precluding Catholic membership in the YMCA. and YWCA in the archdiocese no longer 
hold". 


In the negotiations that preceded the announcement, the five Y's involved gave 
assurance that nothing in their constitutions "shall be interpreted as obliging 
any member to attend religious services, participate in religious discussion or 
join in any activity of a religious character. There is no policy of approving 
proselytism. Furthermore, members are urged to take an active part in the life 
of the church of their choice." 


They also agreed that "no member is barred from occupying any office or position 
because of his particular religious convictions", EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The first, issue of a new "Africa Theological Journal" is off the press. 

Prepared by the faculty of the Lutheran.Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, 
under the editorship of the Rev. Eliewaha E, Mshana, college principal, the 
volume is the result of a proposal made at the All-Africa Lutheran Conference 

in 1965. The Lutheran World Federation. has supported the project. 


ee 


Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jewish spokesmen urged the U.S. Congress to pass 
the Guaranteed Employment Act of 1968 providing one million new public sector 
jobs for the unemployed. Joint testimony was given the House subcommittee 
considering the bill by Father John McCarthy for the U.S. Catholic Conference, 
Dr. Grover Bagby for the National Council of Churches, and Rabbi Richard G. 
Hirsch, representing the Synagogue Council of America. 
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IN BRIEF (continued) 


The son of the Rt. Rev. Luis Pereira, Bishop of the Lusitanian Church in Portugal, 
with which the Church of England is in full communion, was married at the end,of 
April to a Roman Catholic girl in a Lusitanian church and in accordance.with.the 
Lusitanian rite. The marriage was performed by Bishop Pereira himself, and his 
son was not required to make any promises regarding either the baptism or the 
religious upbringing of any children of the marriage. Roman Catholic diocesan 
authorities had succeeded in obtaining from the Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith a "dispensatio a forma canonica celebrationis matrimonii". The priest 
of the local Catholic Church served as a witness, and the marriage was duly 
recorded in his register as canonical. 


Ca ee, 2 


The first conference to organize the social work within the parishes of .the Greek 
Archdiocese of Thyateira and Great Britain was held in London on May 2. Called 

by Archbishop Athenagoras II of Thyateira and Great Britain, it was to 
familiarize all those interested in Christian social work with’ methods of dealing 
with problems which threaten family life, as well as to examine the racial 
question, Among those who addressed the conference were a social worker for the 
Welfare Department of the London Borough of Camden, a member of the Catholic 
Women's League, and a doctor in general. practice. 


me GSI 


The National Council ot Churches of Indonesia designated Mayas an "ecumenical 
month" in Indonesia. All members of the Executive Committee will yisit different 
regions to help the regional councils to promote ecumenical consciousness among | 
church members, to learn of latest developments in church life and mission, and 

to encourage church members to participate financially in the ecumenical 
movement. 


ae pee eee 


According to Radio Moscow, 10,000 copies of a new Jewish prayer book are being 
published in the USSR. The 300-page volume will cost 10 rubles (approximately 
$12), a much higher price than that of most books on sale in the Soviet Union. 
It is the first book of its kind to be published in the Soviet Union in 12 years. 


i ge 5 AC 


Prime Minister George Papadopoulos told a meeting of the Holy Synod of the 
Orthodox Church in Greece that the government of Greece will raise the salaries 
of the Orthodox clergy by 30Z. This will make them equivalent to those of 
government employees, he said. The Holy Synod had voted on the previous day to 
award the Gold Cross of the Apostle Paul to Mr. Papadopoulos. 


Se Tie 
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IN BRIEF (continued) 


The Catholic Missionary Council, composed of all the German Catholic orders, 
communities and institutions engaged in mission work, has given an affirmative 
reply to a proposal made by the Protestant Missionary Council in January, 1967. 
Specific types of inter-confessional cooperation in world missions were suggested 
such as joint translation and distribution of the Bible, the deletion of passages 
in service-books and catechetical books which distorted or defamed the other 
confession, and the exchange of teachers for training mission workers. The 
Catholic Council welcomes these suggestions and says the Joint World Council of 
Churches/Roman Catholic Working Group is a "suitable forum" for dealing with 
mission questions, 


Fe Hale SF OR 


India's population has reached 520 millions, and is expected to rise above 
530 millions by the end.of the year, according to the Family Planning Ministry. 
More than one million births were registered during April. 


kak 86k 


The International Catholic Association for Radio and Television (UNDA) will 

hold an annual Christian Television Festival in cooperation with the World 
Association for Christian Broadcasting, a Protestant organization. The Festival 
will be held in different places in central and northern Europe. The decision 
was taken at the UNDA meeting at Munich the end of April. Father Agnellus 
Andrew OFM was elected president of UNDA. He was in the Religious Department of 
the British Broadcasting Corporation from 1955 to 1967. 


Ce WL 


The Disciples of Christ in Jamaica have voted to become a part of the United 
Church of Jamaica and Grand Cayman, a body currently embracing Congregational, 
Presbyterian and Moravian traditions. The addition of the 5,270-member communion 
would increase the size of the United Church by about one-third. 


rateat kates kas 


The Presbyterian Church in Canada will ordain its first woman minister on May 
29. She is Miss Shirley Jeffrey, 28, of Appin, near London, Ontario, who is 
scheduled to receive a bachelor of divinity degree from Knox College, University 
of Toronto. The General Assembly approved the ordination of women in 1966. 

Miss Jeffrey was the first applicant. 


Ret SP bai 


Cordial ecumenical discussions took place in Belgrade between Serbian Orthodox 
Patriarch Germanos and Franjo Cardinal Seper, pro-prefect of the Sacred 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. The Vatican official, who was 
formerly Archbishop of Zagreb, visited Patriarch Germanos at his residence. 
Both expressed eagerness for increased cooperation between the churches. 
Further discussions were planned for the coming summer. EPS, Geneva 


FENTEC OST 2968 


Message from the Presidents. of the 
World Council of Churches 


"A NEW HEART AND A NEW SPIRIT" 


"A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will, put 
within you: and I will take out of your flesh the heart 
of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put 
my spirit within you." Ezekiel 36: 26-27 


The Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches will meet this summer. at 
Uppsala, Sweden, 4-20 July. Its theme will be the triumphant promise, "Behold I 
make all things new" (Rev. 21:5). As Presidents of the World Council of Churches, 
on this day of Pentecost, we ask you to pray with us for the Spirit of God, who 
alone can make things new. 


The New Testament promise of renewal is rooted in the Old Testament. The 
prophet Ezekiel proclaimed it to the exiles in Babylon. But he warned them that 
their return to the land of their fathers would not automatically ensure the 
creative renewal of their national life. The greed and injustice of the past 
must first be purged. In place of their hard hearts, they would need a new 
heart and a new spirit, which God alone could give them. God had promised to 
give them his own Spirit, that the dry bones of their common life might take 
flesh again and they might live as his people in harmony and at peace. 


Christians believe that on the Day of Pentecost, this prophecy. began to. be 
fulfilled. On that day the Spirit of God was given to the followers of Jesus. 
A new community was born of those who in every age have sought in their life 
together to practice the love of God. We thank God that the Spirit is active 
in the Church; but we also ask his pardon, that by the faults and divisions 

of Christians, the work of the Spirit has so often been hindered. If the dry 
bones are to live, our hearts of stone must be converted. 


We thank God, too, that we have seen the Spirit of God at work in the world, 
renewing society from within and transforming the relationships of men and of 
nations. The Spirit who makes all things new is active today in the common 
effort of men for justice and for peace, for education and for development. He 
is active as well in all scientific and technological advance in so far as it 
enables us to begin to supply the material needs of men and thus prepare the 
ground for a world community. 


We call you, therefore, the people of God, to pray for the renewal and unity 

of the Church, and also for the renewal and unity of the world. Our task is not 
only to pray. In Ezekiel's message the transformation of society was to be.the 
evidence of conversion. If God has given us a new heart and a new spirit, he 
expects of us prayers in our Churches and deeds in the world. Let this Day of 
Pentecost be a day of renewal of our personal life; but let it also be a day of 
commitment for each congregation of God's people to loving and practical action 
for the renewal of society. 


The Presidents of the World Council of Churches 


(Archbishop) Michael Cantuar - London (Pastor) Martin Niemdller - Wiesbaden 
(Archbishop) Iakovos - New York (Dr) J. H. Oldham - St Leonards-on-Sea 
(Dr) Akanu Ibiam - Enugu (Mr) Charles C. Parlin - New York 


(Dr) David G. Moses - New Delhi 
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ASIAN METHODIST REPLACES M.L. KING 
AS WORLD COUNCIL ASSEMBLY PREACHER 


(Geneva) - A widely-known Asian Christian leader who preached at the First Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches 20 years ago will give the opening sermon of the 
Fourth Assembly this summer, replacing the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the 
assassinated U.S. civil rights leader and minister. 


Selection of the Rev. Dr. D.T.Niles of Ceylon, chairman of the East Asia Christian 
Conference, to fill the vacancy created by Dr. King's death on April 4 was announced 
here by World Council officials. The sermon will be on the Assembly theme, "Behold, 
I make all things new", and will be delivered in the historic Cathedral of Uppsala, 
Sweden, on the morning of July 4. 


Attending the Assembly will be 1,500 Christian leaders from around the world, 
including 800 delegates from the 232 Protestant, Anglican, Old Catholic and Orthodox 
churches belonging to the World Council. 


Noting that Dr. King had been chosen originally because of his ability as a preacher, 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council, said that "Dr. Niles 
is an outstanding preacher who can give us a thoughtful interpretation of the passage 
from Revelation that provides the Assembly theme". 


A Methodist clergyman and the chief executive officer of the East Asia Christian 
Conference from its formation in 1957 until his retirement earlier this year, 

Dr. Niles has been serving for the past two months as a special consultant to the 
Methodist Board of Missions in New York and teaching at Princeton (N.J.) Theological 
Seminary. He is a former secretary of the World Student Christian Federation and 
served a term as executive secretary of the World Council's Department of Evangelism. 


Speaking earlier this year in Bangkok, Dr. Niles said: ''The churches as institu- 
tions are geared more to conserving the gains of the past than attempting the tasks 
of the future. Yet the churches need frontiers-men who are willing to venture into 
unchartered territory, whether of thought or action, and to risk the mistakes that 
that kind of adventure demands". 


Seven laymen from different parts of the world will share in an opening-night panel 
discussion at Uppsala, viewing secular events and trends from a Christian perspective. 


Albert Laham, a prominent Lebanese lawyer, will serve as chairman for the panel. 
Appearing with him will be Prof. Charles Coulson, a scientist from Great Britain; 
Richard Andriamanjato, a political leader from Madagascar; Mrs. Takeda Cho, a pro- 
fessor and social scientist from Japan; Dr. J. Krivohlavy, an industrial psychologist 
from Czechoslovakia; and Miss Jacquelyn Lawrence, a college student from the United 
States who has been active in various movements and a Negro participant in the civil 
rights movement. A Roman Catholic layman is still to be named. 


Each of the laymen will make a brief presentation on how they see God at work in 
the world renewing society. Featured on the same programme will be a film by a 
Czechoslovakian team designed to show the "bewilderment and exhilaration" of modern 
man. 


Later in the Assembly, a presentation on human rights will feature the executive 
secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, R.K.A. Gardiner, and 
the Rev. Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, an associate general secretary of the World Council 
and director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 

(more) 
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The presentation, titled ''Human Rights - Retrospect and Prospects", will be given 
on the evening of July.10. Dr. Gardiner is a native of Ghana and a graduate of 
Cambridge University. In the Fifties he served the Gold Coast (as it was then 
known) as director of the Department of Social Welfare and Community Development 
and afterwards as secretary to the Ministry of Housing. For a time he headed 
Ghana's civil service until invited to join the UN staff in 1959 as deputy 
executive secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa. The late Dag Hammars- 
kjold appointed him to the Congo mission to implement the Security Council reso- 
lution of February 21, 1961. , And he was officer in charge of the UN's Congo 
operation for a year. He took up his present position in 1962. 


Dr. Nolde has been an associate general secretary of the World Council specializing 
in international affairs since 1948. He is a native of the United States. 
EPS, Geneva 


JOINT WORKING GROUP NOTES GAINS 
IN ECUMENICAL RELATIONS 


(Arnoldshain, Germany) - The most significant progress made in the last six months 
in collaboration between the World Council of Churches and various Roman Catholic 
bodies is in the field of international development, justice and peace. 


This was the conclusion reached at the seventh meeting of the Joint WCC/Roman 
Catholic Working Group held here May 16-19. The group were the guests of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany at the Academy of the Church of Hessen-Nassau. 


Specific mention was made of the establishment of a jointly sponsored Exploratory 
Committee on Society, Development and Peace with its own full-time secretary, 

the high-level Consultation on World Development held in Beirut, Lebanon in April, 
the theological consultation at Zagorsk, Russia in March, and the May meeting of 
representatives from church organizations which sponsor emergency and development 
aid programmes. 


The group also cited the first joint statement issued by the WCC and the Holy See 
in March, which pleaded for réconciliation in the Nigeria-Biafra conflict. 


The Joint Working Group was established in 1965 to work out the principles that 
should govern collaboration between the respective bodies and the methods to be 
used. Co-chairmen are Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, and Bishop 
Jan Willebrands, secretary of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. 


The JWG approved plans to explore further the possibility of holding a world con- 
ference on laity questions sponsored by the appropriate agencies in the Roman 
Catholic Church and the WCC. It also encouraged the Exploratory Committee on 
Society, Development and Peace to plan for common efforts on national, regional 
and world levels. Suggestions were offered for co-operation in the field of 
missionary training and theological thinking about mission. 


Ways in which the JWG could be restructured so as to allow more balanced representa- 
tion and to handle more efficiently the increasing demands for common study and 
co-operative action were discussed at considerable length. The group authorized 

its officers to take appropriate action on this matter. 


Other recent ecumenical developments reviewed at the Arnoldshain meeting were the 
various types of Roman Catholic relationships to WCC member churches within nations 


(more) 
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and regions. These include a growing number of joint working groups between the 
Catholic Church and national councils of churches and, in some places," hog Fd 
Roman Catholic membership in councils. 


The group met immediately after a consultation on common witness and proselytism 
and was able to examine its findings. Also discussed were possible areas of 
co-operation in the fostering of man's right to religious freedom in the social 
and civic order. 


On-going work and study on common worship and the liturgical life of churches 
was mentioned, including the problem of “intercommunion". 


This is the last meeting of the Joint Working Group before the Fourth Assembly 
of the World Council, which will be attended by 15 Roman Catholic delegated 
observers and five guests. 

. EPS, Geneva 


SPECIAL PROGRAMME PLANNED 
FOR ASSEMBLY VISITORS 


(Geneva) - Because of the large numbers of visitors expected for the Fourth 
Assembly of the World Council in Uppsala, Sweden, arrangements have been made to 
relay the plenary sessions through closed-circuit television to a place nearby 
where visitors can be accommodated. 


A special programme in the University Aula has also been planned each afternoon 
featuring prominent Assembly participants. 


“They will speak on questions related to the Assembly, developments taking place 
in the sessions, and the ecumenical movement today. 


Among those who will address the visitors are: 


Dr. Martin Niemdller, WCC president; Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general 
secretary; Bishop Jan Willebrands, Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity; 
Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, retired WCC general secretary; Metropolitan Nikodim 
of Leningrad and Novgorod; Father Paul Verghese, principal of the Syrian 
Orthodox Seminary at Kottayam, India; Bishop H.L. de Mel, Metropolitan and 
Bishop of Calcutta; and Dr. R.K.A. Gardiner, executive secretary of the UN 
Economic Commission for Africa. 


The play "Amos" by Olov Hartmann will be shown to the visitors in the Assembly 
Hall on Sunday, July 7, at 14:00 hours. Organ recitals, film programmes and ex- 
hibitions are also being organized. by the local committee. 


Upon arrival in Uppsala visitors may register at the Visitors' Centre in the Ubbo 
Student Centre on Ovre Slotsgatan next to the main building of the University where 
a detailed programme will be available. Unfortunately the Centre will not be able 
to help them secure rooms in Uppsala, but their local travel agent may be able 

to locate accommodation in Stockholm (70 km. away). 


EPS, Geneva 
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FORMER MISSIONARY STARTS FAST 
PROTESTING CHURCH COMPLACENCY 


(London) - The Rev. Merfyn Wa Pa former Methodist missionary in Zambia who 
is now secretary of the country's Land Settlement Board, has started a fast 
in Westminster Abbey to protest against the wealth of the Church in the face 
of world poverty. 


"T don't know how long I can hang on, but I hope it will be a week or ten days 
on water and orange juice", he said. 


He began his fast on May 21 following Christian Aid Week because he felt the 
Church would be most complacent about its effort to feed a hungry world. 


"In a world in which the rich get richer and the poor get poorer, I have come 
to believe that all the money raised in the churches for the world's poor is 
worth nothing unless at the same time the Church declares its intention to sell 
all that it has and give it to the poor", he said. 


He advocated "melting down of golden candlesticks and silver plate and using the 
money from their sale to send pig breeders to assist the poor in Zambia, and rat 
catchers to Bihar, and guerilla priests to Guatemala". 


During his current stay in Britain Mr. Temple has chaired the group which produced 
the recent Haslemere Declaration, a radical approach to the problem of world 
poverty. 


Appointed a Methodist missionary to Northern Rhodesia in 1943, Mr. Temple taught 
at the Kafue School, established the first rural training centre in Northern 
Rhodesia, and worked at the Christian Literature Society before he was asked by 
President Kenneth Kaunda to become deputy director of the Zambia Youth Service 
in 1964. 

EPS, Geneva 


FIVE BIAFRAN YOUTH GROUPS ASK 
BRITAIN TO STOP AIDING NIGERIA 


(Aba) - Five Christian youth and student groups in Biafra have called on Great 
Britain to stop sending military aid to the Federal Republic of Nigeria. 


The Anglican Youth Fellowship, Baptist Youth Fellowship, YMCA, YWCA and the 
Student Christian Movement cited a recent statement by Biafra's Commissioner 

for Information, Dr. Ifegwu Eke, to the effect that Britain had supplied several 
hundred non-commissioned officers and 150 armoured cars to Nigeria in January 


and February. 


The Rt. Rev. Rogers N. Bara Hart of the Niger Delta told journalists that Britain 
cannot justify her claim to be a mediator between the contending parties if she 
continues ‘sending military personnel to Nigeria. He called on churchmen in 
Britain to respond to the joint call for peace by the World Council of Churches 
and the Vatican Council by bringing pressure to bear on Britain to stop supporting 
the Federal Republic. 


EPS, Geneva 
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HUNGARIAN PASTORS KNOW EUROPEAN THOUGHT, 
OVERLOOK CATHOLIC CHANGES, WCC STAFFER NOTES 


(Budapest) - The familiarity of Hungarian professors and younger pastors with 

the main trends of agg ages theology amazed Dr. Hans-Ruedi Weber, associate © 
director of the WCC's Ecumenical Institute at Bossey near Geneva, when he visited 
Hungary. 


Interviewed by members of the Hungarian church press during the recent Conference 
of the European Lutheran Minority Churches, Dr. Weber also commented favourably 
on the interest taken in preaching. 


"This is quite refreshing for one coming from the Western world where one hears 
so much about the plight of preaching", he said. "It seems to me that there is 
a much closer nT aranag.s between theology and preaching here than one finds 
in some other countries" 


However, Dr. Weber noted that “Evangelical theology in Hungary pays too little 
attention to current Roman Catholic theology. 


"The Second Vatican Council has had much less effect here than in other countries", 
he said, "and yet we Evangelical theologians must not overlook the deep changes 

in Roman Catholic thinking, on such questions as ecclesiology, the theory of 
missions, liturgics, and the doctrine of salvation. 


"In many of the basic problems of theology, the front lines are drawn today across 
all confessions, and this is what is 3 insufficiently realized here", he stated. 
EPS, Geneva 


WCC GRANT HELPS BRAZIL'S CHURCHES 
MAP AID TO VANISHING INDIANS 


(Geneva) - In the wake of reports that Brazilian Indians are being exterminated, 
the WCC's Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service has advanced 
funds to the Evangelical Confederation of Brazil, FRECH is gathering data on the 
Indians’ situation. 


The Projects Planning Committee of the Brazilian Confederation is collecting an- 
thropological and other data in order to prepare a long-term aid project on behalf 
of the Indians. 


The project will be co-ordinated with efforts of the Ministry of the Interior and 
the National Indian Foundation. A liaison man has been appointed by the churches 
for a four-month period to watch the Indian situation when public interest begins 
to wane. 


The National Indian Foundation was set up by the Brazilian Government in March 

to replace the Service for the Protection of the Indians after it was disclosed 
that a large number of its employees ‘had activery or pope ft oon aeons to 

the extermination process 


EPS, Geneva 
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THREE LUTHERAN MEDICAL AIDS 
KILLED IN BIAFRA 


(Geneva) - Reports from the Federal Republic of Nigeria indicate that Federal 
troops have captured Port Harcourt, the main seaport of the eastern part of 
the country. 


This development has made it difficult for shipments of relief and medical 
supplies from the World Council of Churches to reach both parties to the conflict. 


Three staff members at a Lutheran hospital in Nigeria were killed during a 
recent bombing raid, according to information received at Lutheran World Federa- 
tion headquarters here. 


The dead staff members were Nigerian personnel at the hospital in Eket, which lies 
in war-torn Biafra. Both the hospital and the Lutheran high school in Obot 
Idim, also located in Biafran territory, sustained minor damage from bombs ex- 
ploding nearby. The institutions are part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Nigeria. 

EPS, Geneva 


WCC DELEGATES TO ANNIVERSARY 
OF MOSCOW PATRIARCHATE NAMED 


(Geneva) - Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, and his predecessor, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, will represent the World 
Council at celebrations from May 26 to June 3 of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the 
Restoration of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church, which was 
abolished in the 18th century by Czar Peter the Great. 


The observance will start on Sunday morning, May 26, with participants attending 

or celebrating the Divine Liturgy in various churches in Moscow. Patriarch Alexei 

head of the Russian Orthodox Church, will greet the delegations during a Thanks- 

giving service that evening in the Church of the Resurrection. Later that week 

there will be a Requiem Service at the tomb of His Holiness Patriarch Tikhon, 

first Patriarch to be elected after the restoration of the Patriarchate in 1917-18. 
EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES AID POOR PEOPLE'S MARCH 


(Washington, D.C.) — Churches, synagogues and convents here are expected to 
provide food and accommodation for the thousands of poor people now marching 
towards the nation's capital in response to a call issued by the late Dr. Martin 


Luther King. 


From across the nation have come reports that church groups, civic leaders and 
individuals likewise offered food and a night's lodging to marchers as they 
passed through in buses, wagons and on foot. 


In some towns an ecumenical effort was made to assist the marchers, whose goal 
is to camp in Washington until Congress implements some of the recommendations 
made by the President's Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders. 

EPS, Geneva 
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ARAB CAUSE STATED IN LETTER 
OF MISSIONARIES IN LEBANON 


(Beirut) - On the eve of the first anniversary of the Arab-Israeli war, 62 
American missionaries and pastors in Lebanon have drafted a letter challenging 
fellow Christians to “dig out the facts" about the Middle East and try to under- 
stand the feelings on both sides. 


"We should understand how both sides were responsible for the escalating provoca- 
tions that led to the war of June 1967" says their letter. "And since the 'facts' 
are differently presented by each side, we must listen to both sides." 


For instance, the letter cites the Israeli contention that refugees both in 
1948 and in 1967 left their homes voluntarily, "misled by their Arab leadership". 


"We who live here, however, know that there has always been a great deal of 
pressure, and not a little force, to ‘encourage’ the Arabs to leave", say the 
missionaries. 


Westerners are generally aware of the Israeli's feeling of pride that he is once 
more "master in Palestine where he no longer need apologize for being Jewish". 


However the Arab's feeling is not so well known, says the letter. It is: "resent 
ment at losing his land, humiliation at military losses, frustration at’ being 
unable to make his claims understood to the rest of the world". 


The Western press has called the massive raid by Israel on Karameh on March 21 
"punitive" while Arab raids into the West Bank are called "terrorist". The letter 
explains that to the Arabs, the underground fighters known as fedayeen are "those 
who sacrifice themselves", much like underground fighters in Europe during the 
German occupation. 


The letter is signed by missionaries of the United Presbyterian Church USA, United 
Church Board for World Ministries, Reformed Church of America, Southern Baptist 
Convention, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, Assemblies of God, and the Mennonite 
Board of Missions. 

EPS, Geneva 


FAMILY LIFE SEMINAR FOR FRENCH-SPEAKING 
AFRICA SET FOR AUGUST 


(Yaounde, Cameroon) — A Regional Seminar on Christian Family Life is scheduled 
for French-speaking Africa, August 4-23. Planning is under the direction of 
Miss Cox M. van Heemstra, secretary for the Department of Church, Family and 
Society of the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC). 


This is the third of four such seminars being held in different regions of Africa. 


Scene of this seminar is the Teacher Training College of the Federal University 
of Cameroon, here in Yaounde. 


The projects receive support through the Ecumenical Programme for Emergency 
Action in Africa, a special agency of the AACC. 


EPS, Geneva 


No. 18 - 23rd May, 1968 9 


DRIVE AGAINST. RACIALISM ENLISTS 
ROMAN CATHOLIC, COMMUNIST SUPPORT 


(Leeds) - Roman Catholics of the Leeds Archdiocese have agreed to join forces 
with members of the Yorkshire Communi st Party to fight racial discrimination here 
in the north east of England. 


According to an agreement reached at the Catholic Ecumenical and Pastoral Centre, 
Catholics and Communists will form groups in six towns to promote action against 
racialism. 


Accompanying this pledge of mutual action was a joint statement condemning the 
recent speech by Enoch Powell, Conservative Member of Parliament, criticizing 
the Race Relations Bill which would expand laws against racial discrimination. 


EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH CHURCH GROUPS. ISSUE 
STATEMENTS ON STUDENT PROTESTS 


(Paris) - "We do not want to be the flunkeys. of. a society in which one has to 
sell himself to remain alive....We want a completely different kind of world. 
We reject a society in which one has to choose between dying of hunger or dying 
of boredom...". 


These were some of the protests voiced by French students engaged in demonstra- 
tions in and around Paris during the last two weeks. They have received support 
from various workers' movements, political parties: that oppose the government, 
and several church organizations. 


Officers of the French Protestant Federation said, "Regardless of the causes for 
the student. revolt, the mass intervention of the police made it more difficult 
to open a dialogue between professors, students and those in charge of national 
education". They urgently requested the government to take immediate steps "to 
terminate a struggle that can have no constructive result". 


The officers also asked for a discussion of the democratization of higher educa- 
tion, reform of university structures, and the relation between studies and the 
opportunities available in a changing society. 


The Protestant relief organization CIMADE launched a fund to aid those hurt 
during the riots. They appealed to all people of goodwill to respond. The 
Roman Catholic relief agency "Secours Catholique" donated 5,000 French francs to 


the fund. 


Meanwhile, four professors and 42 students at the Faculty of Protestant Theology 

in Paris signed a statement expressing their solidarity with the French universities, 
"which have been drawn into the cycle of violence and are seeking a way out of 

the impasse". 


Several dozen Protestant pastors and Roman Catholic priests participated in the 


demonstration on May 13 which started in the Place de la République. 
; EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIANS MUST TAKE POLITICAL 
RESPONSIBILITY, GERMAN BISHOPS SAY 


(Biickeburg) - "For the sake of peace and justice in the world" Christians and 
churches must assume political responsibility", said a statement issued by the 
Lutheran Bishops" Conference which preceded the meeting of the Western Synod 

of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church of Germany. 


However, the bishops warned that the Church must not get totally wrapped up in 
politics. "The Church's real task is to preach the gospel", they said. "The 
more resolutely a performs this task, the more convincing and forceful its 
witness will be.' 

EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICANS, PRESBYTERIANS JOIN 
TO BUILD MALAWI CHAPEL 


(Kasupe, Malawi) - The first place of worship in Malawi to be built through the 
co-operation of two denominations - the Anglican Church and the Church of 

Central Africa Presbyterian - was dedicated May 15. It is the Chapel of the Holy 
Spirit at the Chilema Lay Training Centre here. 


A large congregation composed of representatives of all the major churches 

witnessed the ceremonies conducted by the Moderator of Blantyre Synod of the 
Presbyterian Church, the Rev. C.B. Simuja; the Rev. J.D. Sangaya; and the 

Anglican Bishop of Malawi, the Rt. Rev. D.S. Arden. The warden is the Rev.R. Baxter. 


Opened last May, the conference centre can accommodate 50 people and includes a 
library, conference hall and classrooms. 


The chapel is diamond-shaped in design to emphasize three aspects of the work at 
Chilema. First, it opens out to the world in all directions. Second, the con- 
gregation is seated in a semi-circle emphasizing that Christians are members of 
a community and belong to one another. Third, the focal point is the altar table 
behind which is the cross, symbolizing the fact that the Christian life is not 
primarily man's achievement but God's gift. 

EPS, Geneva 


BLACK LUTHERAN CLERGY PLAN 
TO COMBAT RACISM IN CHURCH 


(Chicago, Illinois) - A Co-ordinating Committee of Black Lutheran Clergymen was 
formed at the conclusion of a four-day consultation here in May and was charged 
with the task of developing a programme to overcome racism in the Church. 


The action was taken after the consultation found that "the sin of racism has 
created a caste system in our society which is s radically dehumanizing to both — 
black and white America" 


More than 70 Negro pastors from the country's three major Lutheran church bodies 
attended the consultation, held at the University of Chicago, May 7-10. 


The majority of the participants were from the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 
which has 55 Negro pastors; the rest were from the Lutheran Church in America, 
which has 17, and the American Lutheran Church, which has eight. 


Participation in opening and closing day § sessions was limited to the black clergy. 
EPS. Geneva 
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CCIA OFFICER ASKS MEASURES TO AID 
VICTIMS OF NIGERIA/BIAFRA CONFLICT 


(Geneva) - Humanitarian measures to protect civilians and prisoners in Nigeria/ 
Biafra are strongly advocated by the director of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, an agency of the World Council of Churches, in a 
cable addressed to leaders on both sides of the conflict. 


Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, CCIA director, sent the following message on May 29 to 
Major Gowon in Lagos and Lieut. Gen. Ojukwu in Umuahia: 


"Prompted by humanitarian concern expressed in the joint statement 
of the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches, and 
by efforts of the World Council to bring relief to the victims of 
the conflict, I as director of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, express full support for the three proposals 
submitted by the International Committee of the Red Cross to the 
Nigerian and Biafran negotiators in Kampala, namely first that both 
parties take immediate action to spare innocent civilian population 
from air attacks and other acts against their safety as well as to 
protect prisoners, second that the provision of urgently needed 
relief be facilitated by both parties including extensive lifting of 
blockade, and third that an exchange of prisoners be arranged at 
earliest possible moment stop Such measures will command widespread 
support throughout the world and can contribute to atmosphere con- 
ducive to successful negotiation for just and peaceful settlement stop" 


Copies of the message were also sent to the negotiators at Kampala, the Secretary 

General of the Organization for African Unity, the Commonwealth Secretary, the 

President of Uganda and the International Committee of the Red Cross in Geneva. 
EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN COUNCIL GIVES VAN, 
£1,000 TO NIGERIA RED CROSS 


(Lagos) - A van and a cheque for £1,000 ($2,400) have been given by the Christian 
Council of Nigeria to the Nigerian Red Cross Society to aid relief in the country's 
needy areas. Since November 1967 the Christian Council of Nigeria has been 
operating its own relief programme and has supplied not only relief workers but 
also food, drugs, and transport to distressed persons in the areas affected by 

the conflict between Nigeria and secessionist Biafra. 


"The gifts to the Nigerian Red Cross Society have been made", says the Rev. Dr. 

E.A. Dahunsi, chairman of the Christian Action Committee of the CCN, “out of 

a Christian wish to devote all possible resources to relief work among those hit 

by the war and also to demonstrate concretely co-operation among different agencies. 


"They were made possible by the generosity of Christians in many parts of the 
world and through the assistance of the World Council of Churches." 


The WCC's Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee, and World Service has appealed 
for $500,000 to aid victims on both sides of the conflict. 


EPS, Geneva 
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MODERN ART, MUSIC, FILMS WILL BRING 
WORLD CLOSE FOR WCC ASSEMBLY PARTICIPANTS 


(Geneva) Fi Art by Sister Corita and music by Pete Seeger and three leading 
Scandinavian composers are among the cultural events scheduled for the Fourth 


eg of the World Council of Churches, which opens in Uppsala, Sweden on 
July 4. 


Sister Mary Corita, a Roman Catholic nun, artist, and chairman of the Art 
Department of Immaculate Heart College in Los Angeles, California, is known 
internationally for her ingenious use of the silk screen medium. Her tools 
are words and slogans from everyday life, which she manages to infuse with a 
deeper meaning. 


Sister Corita has designed a special serigraph on the Fourth Assembly theme, 
"Behold, I make all things new". In addition, she and her students have produced 
dozens of large interlocking panels which will add gaity and colour to the 
exhibition on the Assembly being mounted in the Vedala Nations at Uppsala. 


"This generous gesture not only gives the Assembly an exciting artistic dimension 
but also adds to its ecumenical character in that a Roman Catholic has used her 
talents on behalf of an international assembly of Protestant, Anglican, Old 
Catholic and Orthodox churches", said John Taylor, WCC Secretary for film and 
visual arts. 


Pete Seeger, the U.S. folk singer and composer whose songs are popular with 
teenagers around the world, will sing at the Assembly on July 5 as part of a 
presentation commenting on contemporary culture and man's pretentions. 


Contemporary church music will play an important part in Assembly worship. 


Iwo works have been commissioned for the occasion. Per Nérgard, a Dane, was 
asked to write processional music to be played while the world's foremost church 
dignitaries are entering Uppsala Cathedral for the opening service of worship on 
July 4. His “Ceremonial Music 1968" utilizes four groups of wind instruments 
(eight trumpets, four oboes, eight horns and four trombones). 


Sven-Erik Back of Sweden is writing an anthem on the theme of the Assembly, 
which will be sung by the Radio Sweden Choir conducted by Eric Ericson. And 
Bengt Hambraeus' "Responsorier", composed in 1964 for the 800th anniversary of 
the archdiocese of Uppsala, will be performed in a slightly shorter version at 
the end of the service. It utilizes the great organ and the choir organ, the 
choir in the gallery, a tenor soloist, and the bells in the tower. 


Two Special Films 

A team of Czech artists under the direction of Vaclav Bedrich is producing a film 
to be shown on opening night. A short animated motion picture on today's world, 
it will provide the point of departure for a panel discussion by laymen from 
several different professions, testifying to the ways in which they see God at 
work renewing society. 


Assisting Bedrich is surrealist artist Jaroslav Vosniak. They are making use of 
the studios of the world-famous filmer of puppets Trnka. A two-minute epilogue 
on rapid social change has been animated by Pavel Prochazka, who won first prize 
at the Montreal Film Festival last year with "Man and His Universe". 


(more) 
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"The Church as others see it" could be the subtitle of a second film, which is 
being made by the British Broadcasting Corporation's Central Documentary Depart- 
ment, renowned for its objective treatment of controversial subjects. 


"We are pleased that an outside agency agreed to take a look at the current 
church situation", said Mr. Taylor. "While there is no guarantee that they will 
come up with a success story, they should produce an honest, impartial, thought- 
provoking documentary." 


The 50-minute movie is directed by Tony de Lotbiniere and written by Patrick 
O'Donovan. It will be followed by excerpts from a Dutch TV show featuring 
comments by poets, authors and song writers speaking to the Church. 


Perhaps the most extensive use of visuals will be made by the United Bible Society 
in its presentation on July 9. Five screens will be used, one for each continent. 
On them can be projected simultaneously five different pictures, depicting the 
five stages of the literature explosion, for example. Or one image can cover all 
five continents. 


The presentation suggests that the Bible is basic for Christian witnessing around 
the world. Therefore its dissemination in myriad languages is a task of the 
churches. 


A special series of feature-length films and short subjects has been arranged at 
a commercial cinema in Uppsala. Not a part of the Assembly programme, they are 
scheduled for late-night viewing. Several Ingmar Bergman films are on the list, 
as well as the work of younger Swedish directors. 


While not religious in the narrow sense, the films raise the basic questions 
about man, his life, and indirectly his relationship to God. 


"Tf the churches want to take the contemporary world seriously, these films should 
help them see the new style of life required of Christians in a secularized 
culture", says Mr. Taylor, who is especially enthusiastic about the opportunity 

to show several East European films, which are "striking in their frank examina- 
tion of life in these socialist countries". 


Three exhibitions are being held in conjuction with the Assembly. One in the 

heart of Stockholm will combine the challenges of the modern world to the Christian 
view of life with some scenes of World Council of Churches' activities. Also in 
Stockholm the Church of Sweden is displaying contemporary Scandinavian church 
architecture. The third exhibit, in Uppsala, will feature Sister Corita's work. 


The Church of Sweden (Lutheran) will be host on the first Sunday, July 7, at the 
performance of a play titled "Amos" by Dr. Olov Hartman, a distinguished Lutheran 
pastor especially known for his radio dramas. 


Thus music, films, art and drama will make an important contribution to the 
Christian's perception of the world around him - the world in which he must make 
Christ's Gospel known. | 

EPS, Geneva 
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WCC/ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMITTEE PLANS 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCES 


(Rome) - A series of regional consultations on development to be held in the 
developing world, and a conference on peace were among the plans projected by 


the Exploratory Committee on Society, Development and Peace when it met here 
May 21-23. 


The Exploratory Committee is a joint organ of the Pontifical Commission Justice 
and Peace and the World Council of Churches. Its secretary, the Rev. George H. 
Dunne, S.J., was the first staff appointment made jointly by the two groups. 


The committee discussed and appraised the Beirut Conference on Co-operation for 
World Development held in April, which was the first public collaboration in the 
field of international justice and peace. 


Immediate tasks set for the secretariat include a final editing of the Beirut 

report, its publication in time for the WCC's Fourth Assembly at Uppsala, and 

the preparation of a prospectus containing both a history of the committee and 
possible programmes for the next five years. . 


Longer range plans envisage an expansion of the secretariat, regional consulta- 
tions, and an exploratory, Beirut-type conference on peace for early 1969. 


The Rome meeting was held in the offices of the Pontifical Commission, whose 
secretary, Msgr. Joseph Gremillion, is co-chairman of the committee. His opposite 
number, From the WCC side is Mr. Max Kohnstamm, vice president of the Action 
Committee for the United States of Europe. 


Members of the WCC delegation in addition to Mr. Kohnstamm included Metropolitan 
Ignacios Hazim, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, the Rev. Paul Abrecht, Dr. Lukas Vischer, 
Mr. Dominique Micheli, Dr. Madeleine Barot, Mr. C.I. Itty, Dr. Richard Dickinson, 
and Mr. Axel von dem Bussche. 


Representing the Roman Catholic Church, in addition to Msgr. Gremillion, were 
Mr. Auguste Vanistendael, Mr. Vittorino Veronese, Msgr. Laghi, and Fathers 


Henri de Riedmatten, Jerome Hamer, and Philip Land. 
EPS, Geneva 


NEW LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ORGANIZED IN MEXICO 


(Mexico City) - Nine congregations growing out of mission activity of the 
Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod have formed the Lutheran Synod of Mexico. 


This new denomination is the first such development in the six geographic areas 
of Latin America where the Missouri Synod has been working. 


While maintaining a "sister church" relationship with the U.S.-based body, it 
gained autonomous status as it was officially constituted in late April. 


In the interest of creating closer relationships with other Lutheran bodies in 
Mexico, the new church purposely left out of its constitution an article on a con- 
fession of faith. The constitution binds all participating congregations to the 
authority of a general assembly, which will call on all congregations and clergy 
"to teach in keeping with the inspired word of God, and profess the Lutheran Con- 
fessions as found in the Book of Concord of 1580". EPS, Geneva 
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ORDINATION OF WOMEN APPROVED 
BY CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 


(Edinburgh) - The Church of Scotland, by a large majority in its General Assembly, 
voted to admit women to the ministry 


"We have certainly made history in the Church of Scotland today", said the Mod- 
erator, the Rt. Rev. J.B. Longmuir, following the vote on May 22. 


The action concluded a campaign extending back for almost 40 years. Four years 
ago the Rev. Mary Lusk, a Presbyterian who later married a Church of Scotland 
minister, unsuccessfully petitioned the Assembly for ordination. Her action 
put the issue in the forefront of church politics. 


In a separate action the Assembly decided to give detailed consideration to a 
recommendation that the breakdown of marriage, on proof furnished by two years' 
separation, be regarded as the basic ground for divorce in Scotland. 


The church expressed "profound regrets" over the fact that British arms are 
being exported to the Federal Government of Nigeria. 


"Tt is the sense of shame that in a conflict in which our nation should remain 
neutral, the policy of our government has not been truly neutral", a former 
moderator, the Very Rev. A.C. Craig, declared. 


After a debate on inter-church relations, primarily with Anglicans and Presbyter- 
ians, the Assembly instructed its negotiating panel to receive the comments of 
presbyteries. Emphasizing that talks should go on, the body recorded its con- 
viction that no real progress could be expected without mutual recognition of 
ministries and sacraments. 


A move to reject an official proposal that the Roman Catholic Church be invited 
to send an observer to the 1969 Assembly was overwhelmingly defeated. 
EPS, Geneva 


PAST DISCRIMINATION HIT 
BY CZECH OFFICIAL 


(Prague) - A representative of the Czech Ministry of Culture and Information 
openly condemned discrimination and administrative restrictions forced upon the 
churches during the past 20 years in an address to the Ecumenical Council of 
Churches last month. . 


Dr. L. Prokupek, a member of the Secretariat for Church Affairs within the 
Ministry of Culture, said the new relationship between Church and State should 
be based on partnership, dialogue, mutual trust and democratic freedom. 


J. Cymorek, bishop of the Silesian Evangelical Church, was elected chairman of 
the ECC for the next two years. Nine working commissions were formed on such 
subjects as international relations, church and society, ecumenical activity, 
youth and pastoral conferences. 


EPS, Geneva 
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METHODIST BOARD WOULD ACCEPT 
ROMAN CATHOLICS AS MISSIONARIES 


(New York) r Roman Catholics who meet the usual standards for missionary service 
may be considered and accepted for assignment by the United Methodist Board of 
Missions, according to board action taken here. 


Approval of the ecumenical step was given by the executive committee of the 
board's World Division. It is composed of members of both the former Methodist 
and former Evangelical United Brethren World Divisions. The two churches united 
last month. 


In the past the divisions had sent members of other Protestant churches, mostly 
as short-term missionaries. 


"It has been understood that they should participate intimately and actively 
with the church which they are assigned to serve, but there has been no insist- 
ence that they become full members of that church", the committee said. 


Two reasons were given for the recent decision on Roman Catholics: 


"The present emphasis on ecumenism and Joint Action for Mission, and the trend 
towards church union may need this kind of interchange in order that boards of 
mission should be ecumenically related to such emphases. 


"The increasing number of requests for missionaries with special skills may make 
it necessary to recruit outside one's own denomination in order to meet the needs 


as they are presented." 
: EPS, Geneva 


AMERICAN QRTHOQDOQX CHURCHES 
TO SEEK ADMINISTRATIVE UNITY 


(New York City) - The Standing Conference of Orthodox Bishops in the U.S. will 
appeal to the forthcoming Pan-Orthodox Conference in Geneva, Switzerland, for 
action leading to administrative unity in American Orthodoxy. The appeal represents 
the final step in a process begun five years ago at the Pan-Orthodox Conference 

on the Island of Rhodes. 


The Standing Conference of Bishops is an association of the Greek, Russian, 
Romanian, Albanian, Syrian, Serbian, Ukrainian and Carpatho-Russian Orthodox , 
jurisdictions, representing the great majority of Orthodox parishes in the Americas. 


At a meeting in New York on May 9 the appeal was approved by the Albanian, Syrian, 
Ukrainian, Romanian, Carpatho-Russian and Russian "Metropolia" (independent of 
Moscow) churches. The Russian "Exarchate" (dependent on Moscow) and Bulgarian 
jurisdictions voted against sending the appeal on the ground that the American 
jurisdictions should only approach Pan-Orthodox Conferences through the head- 
quarters of their Mother Churches abroad. The Greek Archdiocese did not vote 
because its head, Archbishop Iakovos, is chairman of the Standing Committee and 


was presiding. 


Noting that one of the major problems facing the Orthodox Church in America is 
administrative division, the appeal cites three immediate advantages of unity: 


(more) 
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(a) preventing further "germination of uncanonical dioceses and jurisdictions"; 
(b) greatly assisting in solving the canonical problems and divisions of 
national jurisdictions; (c) enabling the Orthodox to administer all activities 
under the guarantee of the canonical and dogmatic authority of the Orthodox 
Church. 


The Very Rev. George Bacopulos and the Very Rev. Paul Schneirla will deliver 
the appeal to Geneva. 
EPS, Geneva 


"WIDE OPEN INVITATION" ISSUED 
TO AACC ASSEMBLY IN 1969 


(Nairobi) - A number of places will be reserved for non-member churches at the 
Second Assembly of the All Africa Conference of Churches at, Abidjan, Ivory Coast 
in September 1969. 


A letter sent to these churches last month by Samuel H. Amissah, AACC general 
secretary, invited them to submit applications for AACC membership by this 
November when the General Committee will meet in Nairobi. However, it was made 
clear that those who did not do so would still be welcome at Abidjan. 


The assembly will enable the churches to survey. the contemporary African scene 
to see afresh what it means to be the Church in this day. Also they will assess 
how well the decisions taken five years ago at the inaugural assembly in Kampala 
have been implemented. 


Date of the assembly is September 1-12, 1969. Some 500 participants are expected, 
including three delegates from each member church irrespective of its size, one 
delegate from each Christian Council, and one from each associated organization. 
It is strongly recommended that each church include both women and youth in its 
delegation. 


Among the non-member churches which received formal invitations to send an 
observer to the assembly are the Roman Catholic Church, the African independent 
churches and the Conservative Evangelicals. 


"This is a wide open invitation from the AACC general secretary" ; said 
Mr. John Fischer, former missionary in Barotseland, Zambia, who is organizing 
secretary for the assembly. 


Mr. Amissah, in his letter to member churches, asked that they appoint special 
committees to help raise the $100,000 assembly budget. "We can raise this sum 
in Africa if we pledge ourselves to contribute one million shillings", he said. 

EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH PROTESTANT BODY ON VIOLENCE 


(Paris) - "Violence never achieves justice. But peace can only be established 

in justice and freedom", states a communiqué issued May 25 by the French Pro- 
testant Federation. It urged the Government to stop the use of violence, and 
also requested the students “not to allow excesses to destroy the hope that their 
revolt may bring about a radical transformation of society". 


EPS, Geneva 
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UNITED PRESBYTERIANS ACT 
ON URBAN CRISIS, VIETNAM 


(Minneapolis, Minnesota) - The United Presbyterian Church's 180th General 
Assembly here called for escalation of the war on poverty and racism and de- 
escalation of the Vietnam war. 


The legislative body of the 3.2 million-member denomination accepted the urban 
crisis section of a report from its Committee on Church and Society with almost 
no changes. But it toned down the section dealing with Vietnam. 


Commissioners (delegates) rejected a proposal to charge the U.S. with "immoral" 
behaviour in connection with the war. They also denied that Americans have 
engaged in saturation bombing, and deleted a section proposing guidelines for 
future U.S. foreign policy. 


The last action brought newly elected Moderator John Coventry Smith from the 
podium to speak in favour of the guidelines. But opponents successfully argued 
that U.S. intervention was a proper defence of "helpless people". 


The sections adopted on Vietnam recommend de-escalation and a settlement which 
recognizes the interests of all parties. Indiscriminate means of warfare, 
especially against civilians, were condemned. 


On the urban crisis the committee's report charged that white racism has 
"committed a violent and destructive aggression" on minority groups. 


In other actions involving racial issues, the General Assembly: 


- urged Negro Presbyterians to participate in the Black Power movement, 
and white Presbyterians to support that participation; 


- instructed its boards and agencies to invest 30 per cent of available 
funds (about $9 million) in high-risk, low-income housing and business 
ventures in inner-city areas, and recommended that church seminaries do 
the same (another $3.6 million); 


- allocated $100,000 to the Southern Christian Leadership Conference's 
development fund and its poor people's campaign, to be raised in a 
"Fund for Freedom" offering taken in local churches on June 2; 


- directed the Department of Ministerial Relations to “encourage congrega- 
tions to consider calling non-white pastors to white congregations". and 
approved a policy of identifying ministers by race in certain instances. 


The Board of Christian Education was directed to develop a programme for "under- 
standing and support of the emerging protest of youth against false value systems", 
and involving youth more completely as fully-fledged members of the church. 


EPS, Geneva 


PLIGHT OF EUROPE'S MIGRANTS EXAMINED 
AT ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE 


(Geneva) - The first joint meeting of the Catholic Committee for Intra-European 
Migration and the Churches’ Committee on Migrant Workers in Western Europe was 


held at the Ecumenical Institute near here on May 13-17. 
(more) 
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About 60 Protestant, Orthodox and Roman Catholics discussed two themes: 
"Capital to Men or Men to Capital?" and "Migration in a Period of Economic 
Recession". 


Human migration on a mass scale is bound to have a bad effect on the countries 
from which the workers go, because it leaves behind a preponderance of old 
people and women, said Father G.B. Sacchetti of Italy. He called for the 
setting up of small and medium-sized enterprises in these countries, which 
could re-employ the migrants when they return. This might also serve to relieve 
the over-concentration of population in the great industrial areas, he stated. 


Swiss sociologist Dr. Hermann-Michel Hagmann warned that capital and men must 
not be treated as separate problems. This whole question must be seen in the 
context of European integration and Europe's réle in the world, he said. 


Participants affirmed that today migrant workers are treated as marginal groups, 
both on the human and the economic levels. They are the first victims of 
economic recession and are most affected by it. 


In every sphere the mentality of those responsible must be changed, said the 
participants. They also stressed that countries of emigration must take every 
possible step in order to be prepared for the return of their citizens. 


Co-chairmen of the meeting were Msgr. Georges Rochcau of the Catholic Committee 
and Mr. Edwin Barker of the Churches’ Committee on Migrant Workers. 
- EPS, Geneva - 


CZECH CHURCHES SEEK BROADER 
RIGHTS FROM NEW REGIME 


(Prague) - Freedom of conscience and religious confession, and self-determination 
for the church should be recognized by the new Czech régime, according to several 
churches which have commented on the democratization process now going ‘on within 
the country. 


A statement issued by the General Council of the Slovak Evangelical Church, the 
central office of Slovak pastors, and professors at the Theological Academy calls 
for amendment of the state constitution, so that freedom of conscience and 
religious confession is specifically stated in the clause on the rights and 
responsibilities of the citizen, as well as the right to teach religion and 
educate the youth of Christian families. 


The statement also requests the adjustment of pastors' wages to the level of 
secondary school teachers, and “the complete and undéferred rehabilitation of 
unjustly convicted pastors and their immediate return to their positions": 


A memorandum issued by the Czechoslovak Church requests "unrestricted freedom in 
electing our own functionaries, freedom of the press and publication of litera- 
ture in the interest of fruitful dialogue between Christians and Marxists as a 
necessary presupposition for co-operation in the mutual tasks for humanism". © 


This church also asks that "the right of the Church for self-determination be 
publicly acknowledged and put into action". 


- EPS, Geneva 
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GERMAN METHODIST, EUB CONFERENCES UNITE 


(Frankfurt) - The first union of annual conferences of the Methodist Church 

and the Evangelical United Brethren Church to take place since the two denomina- 
tions united in Dallas, Texas last month occurred here May 26. In Germany the 
new body will be known as the Evangelisch-Methodistischen Kirche. 


Involved are three conferences of the former Methodist Church and two con- 
ferences of the former EUB Church in West Germany. 


Even before the new church became a reality in Dallas, two Methodist and one 
EUB annual conferences in East Germany united into a single unit in 1967. 


The Rev. Dr. C. Ernst Sommer of Frankfurt, director of the theological seminary 
of the Methodist Church here since 1953, was elected bishop of the Germany 
Central Conference. . 


Other highlights of the sessions included the first address by a Roman Catholic 
bishop to a Central Conference in Germany,, and a visit from one of the WCC 
presidents. Auxiliary Bishop Walter Kempe of Limburg spoke on common concerns 
of the Roman Catholic Church and the United Methodist Church. Pastor Martin 
Niemdller of Wiesbaden, Germany cautioned the delegates that they must be con- 
cerned for more than organization. 


Outside the U.S., it is in Germany where the two uniting denominations are the 
strongest. The new German conference has about 100,000 full members and 80 
institutions. 

EPS, Geneva 


LATIN AMERICAN LUTHERANS 
URGED INTO SOCIAL ARENA 


(Caracas, Venezuela) - Lutherans in the Southern American hemisphere have been 
urged to break out of an “introverted, ghetto" existence. 


Christian groups in Latin America cannot always "stay on the safe side" when con- 
fronted by serious social problems, but must become actively involved in efforts 
to find solutions, Dr. Christian Walther, social affairs secretary of the Lutheran 
World Federation, said in summarizing the conclusions of a four-day consultation 
which drew 45 participants. 


Sponsor of the meeting was the LWF's Commission on World Service, in co-operation 
with the LWF Commission on Latin America and all Lutheran churches in the Caracas 
area. It was the first of four such regional meetings to be held around the world. 


Although not a member of LWF, the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod sent participants, 
and the Roman Catholic Church was represented by fraternal delegates. 


Four working groups dealt with the issues of church-state relations, urbanization 
and industrialization, community development, and adult education. The section 
on urbanization observed that congregations continue to try to "bring in" members 
instead of taking their ministry to those outside. It was suggested that the 
introverted pattern of church life be broken. by.a realization that all Christians 


are "ministers" both in the spiritual and social. spheres. 
; EPS, Geneva 
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RIGHTS OF ALL MUST BE UPHELD 
IN PALESTINE, WSCF CONFERENCE STATES 


(Beirut /Amman) - A plea that Palestine should become an open, pluralistic 
society guaranteeing the same rights and opportunities for all citizens, was 
sounded by a consultation on "Justice and Peace in the Near East" sponsored by 
the World Student Christian Federation and the Student Christian Co-ordinating 
Committee of Lebanon. 


Representatives of youth, student and university Christian movements in 11 
countries met May 10-17 first in Beirut and then in Amman. The consultation was 
intended to provide a dialogue between Arab and Western Christians on the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. In the group were students and teachers from Great Britain, 
the Netherlands, Switzerland, Germany and thé U.S., as well as Arab countries. 


"Our conviction is that a just and lasting resolution of the conflict will depend 
on the mutual willingness of Arabs and Jews to live together in Palestine", said 
a press release issued at the close of the consultation. "This in turn will 
require a political system which RNa real freedom and equality to every 
person and every social grouping." 


Israeli’ compliance with the United Nations resolution calling for a withdrawal 
of troops from areas occupied as a result of the June 1967 aggression was termed 
"an essential first step" to the resolution of the conflict. 

j EPS, Geneva 


ISRAEL TO PAY WAR DAMAGE 
COMPENSATION TO CHURCHES 


(Jerusalem) - Israel has agreed to pay full compensation for damage suffered by 
churches in the wars of 1948 and 1967. 


Minister of Justice Jacob Shimahon Shapiro, chairman of the Special Cabinet 
Committee on War Damage Compensation, signed an agreement with representatives 
of three religious groups: the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate, the Armenian 
Patriarchate, and the Franciscan Custody of the Holy Land, which represents 
Catholic property rights. 


The agreement did not specify the amount of money involved. This will be 
determined by a group of experts. 


EPS, Geneva 


STATE COUNCIL OF CHURCHES NAMES 
CATHOLIC PRIEST TO FULL-TIME POST 


(Providence, Rhode Island) - A Roman Catholic priest has been appointed to a full- 
time post with the Rhode Island State Council of Churches. 


Father Titus Cranny, S.A., an associate director of the Ecumenical Institute at 
Graymoor, New York, is believed to be the first Catholic priest to work full-time 
for any state council in the country. Father Cranny will ultimately be involved 
in an ecumenical communications centre planned by the council, which will include 
departments of religion and the arts, dialogue and lay leadership. He will be 
responsible for the last two areas. 


EPS, Geneva 
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ITALIAN JOURNAL QUESTIONS WCC 
ASSUMPTIONS ON DEVELOPMENT 


(Rome) - The theological perspectives of the section draft dealing with economic 
development for the Uppsala Assembly of the WCC are criticized in an article 


in the May 15 issue of Nuovi Tempi. The journal is an interdenominational Pro- 
testant weekly published here. 


"It is assumed that theology is a kind of human-divine Knowledge which gives any 
man some certainties, answers the quectien "what is man" and gives a series of 
moral precepts on duties towards man's neighbour", writes Mario Miegge, professor 
of philosophy at the University of Urbino. 


"The truth is, however, that according to history the questions Jesus raised.. 
broke the religious and moral certainties of the believers. When the theological 
debate is transformed from troubling question into comforting answer, it is 
impossible to have a critical view of reality and the true awareness of the hard 
antitheses of our time", says Mr. Miegge. 


The author is also wary of looking at the problems of development solely in terms 
of wealth and poverty. This disguises the basic difference between those who hold 
power and those who are excluded, he feels. 


"The ecumenical debate on the rich and the poor does not take account of the fact 
that there is a war going on in the world. Both the Pope in his encyclical 
Populorum Progressio and the WCC speak about a future of violence, but do not 
mention present violence. From 1945 onwards, war has been waged in 'poor 
countries'."' Miegge alleges that the churches talk about development: but 
avoid mentioning this paradox (the war of wealthy people against the poor) which 
seems to deny the theory of development. One has to ask whether the vision of 
the churches is not still very much unilateral", he writes. 
EPS, Geneva 


2,000 LONDON CHRISTIANS 
IN 'SIGN-IN' ON RACE RELATIONS 


(London) - Christians of all denominations in the Greater London area went to the 
a he St. Martin-in-the-Fields on rest ett i afternoon, May 26,to take part in a 
"sign-in' on race relations. 


In the space of an hour, they prayed in the church for racial justice, listened 
to folk-singing in the crypt, gave donations to the Martin Luther King Memorial 
Fund for use in race relations work in Britain, and signed a declaration on the © 


church steps. 


The declaration, bearing nearly 2,000 signatures, including those of the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury and other church leaders, was delivered to the Prime Minister 
at 10, Downing Street by a group composed of two Roman Catholics, two Anglicans, 

a Salvation Army officer, and a West Indian Methodist minister. 


The declaration affirmed the signatories’ willingness to live and work alongside 
people of other races and cultures, and called upon the Government to strengthen 
the Race Relations Bill now before the House of Commons to make it more effective 
as a means of outlawing racial discrimination in housing, employment, and the 
provision of insurance and other services. 


EPS, Geneva 
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WCC ISSUES. APPEAL TO AID 
BURMESE CYCLONE VICTIMS 


(Geneva) - Following a cyclone which almost demolished the Burmese city. of Akyab 
and partially destroyed 36 villages in thé area, the WCC's Division of Inter- 
church Aid, Refugee and World Service appealed to member churches for $10,000 . 

to aid victims of the disaster. 


The sum of $5,000 was s immediately advanced to the Burma Christian Council by 
DICARWS. 


About 1,000 lives were lost and more than 6,000 cattle and buffaloes are said 
to have perished as a result of the cyclone, which struck during the week of 
May 12 in an area approximately 350 miles northwest of Rangoon. 

| EPS, Geneva 


NEW GREEK ORTHODOX PATRIARCH 
ENTHRONED IN ALEXANDRIA 


(Alexandria) - Bishop Nicolas of Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, was enthroned as Greek 
Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria at ceremonies here May 19. He thus became the 

spiritual leader of the 140,000 Greeks in Africa. The ceremony was repeated in 

Cairo Cathedral on May 26. 


A week-long synod elected Bishop Nicolas to succeed the late Patriarch Christopher II, 

who died in Athens last year. Supporters of Bishop Nicolas said that only two 

of the patriarchate's seven bishops had voted for Bishop Iacovos of the Island 

of Mytliene, who was thought to be the candidate of the current Athens government. 
EPS, Geneva 


GILBERT, ISLANDS CHURCH ACTIVE 
IN PACIFIC CONFERENCE 


(London) - Pigg tlag assertions that the Gilbert Islands Protestant Church is 
moving towards "isolation and complete inwardness" (EPS No. 16), the Rev. E.J. 
Edwards, overseas secretary of the London-based Congregational Council for World 
Mission, reports: 


"The Gilbert Islands Protestant Church has played a very full part in the Pacific 
Conference of Churches and, having regard to its geographical position, its small- 
ness gis financial limitations, has done a great deal to break out of its isola~ 
tion. 


He notes that the church did good preparatory work for the first Pacific Conference 
in Samoa and was represented by the Rev. Emlyn Jones and Kaitara Metai. To the 
second conference held at Lifou, Loyalty Islands, it sent the Rev. Bernard Thoro- 
good and three Gilbertese members. 


Six theological students have qualified for the Pacific Theological College in 
Suva, where some are now finishing. Kaitara Metai spent several months in Samoa 
and Fiji studying youth work; two church printers took a 12-month course in 
modern printing techniques at Honaira; and Mr. Iete Temoku spent two-and-a-half 
years in the United Kingdom training to become church treasurer. After a 12-month 
course in home economics in Fiji two young women are now serving the islands on 
behalf of the church. The church continues the work of the London Missionary 
Society, now the Congregational Council for World Mission. EPS, Geneva 
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT WORKERS 
FORM EAST AFRICA FELLOWSHIP 


(Kaimosi, Kenya) - Twenty-five persons engaged in church-related rural develop- 
ment projects in Tanzania, Uganda and Kenya formed the Christian Rural Fellow- 
ship of East Africa on April 7. They convened at the Friends Yearly Meeting 
here. 


First steps towards the founding of such a group were taken in September 1967 

at Kikuyu, Kenya. Several professors of Makerere University's faculty of agri- 
culture called together representatives of all voluntary agencies involved in 
rural development. A majority of those who came were related to church projects, 
and from this group an interim committee was chosen. 


The constitution approved in April states that membership is open to any interested 
person but is intended particularly for "those giving leadership in rural affairs". 
Functions of the fellowship include the exchange of ideas and information, as 

well as encouraging research and assisting with evaluation of projects. 


Meshack Isiaho of Turbo, Kenya, was elected chairman. 


The first meeting discussed problems facing rural youth. Projects designed to 
meet these needs were described by participants. 
EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH REVOLT HAS IMPLICATIONS 
FOR CHURCH AND WORLD COUNCIL 


(Paris) - The current upheaval in France has implications for both the Church 
and the World Council of Churches, according to a communiqué issued by members 
of the Department of Information of the French Protestant Federation. 


The cry of the students for radical change is at the heart of the situation, and 
it applies to the Church and its structures as well. 


"This unprecedented situation, resulting from the students' revolt and its 
effects on the Church of France, presents a challenge to the World Council", say 
the Federation staff. "The protests of Protestant students in Italy, and those 

in France and Scandinavia, although they may appear to be seeking different things, 
agree on one essential point: they want the WCC to respond to.the Spirit - to 
which it owes its origin - not by continuing in the ways of the past, but by 
allowing discordant voices to be heard within the very structures of the Council," 


EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Dr. Alan Geyer, a Methodist minister who has been director of international rela- 
tions for the United Church of Christ's Council for Christian Social Action, has 


been named co-editor of The Christian Century, independent ecumenical weekly 
published in Chicago, Illinois (USA). He shares the editorship with Dr. Kyle 
Haselden. 


PE RS RE 


(more) 
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IN BRIEF (continued) 


New general. secretary of the Congo Protestant Council is Jean B. Bokeleale, 
head of the Church of Christ in the Congo (Disciples) and vice-president of 
the World Convention of Churches of Christ. The council is composed of 40 
denominations. 


SeAE. FOy ern ive 


Contributions to the WCC's Martin Luther King Memorial Fund, now totalling 
almost $83,000, will be used to provide a water supply for the Delta Ministry's 
Freedom City in Mississippi. 


KP Fe ON ae mcee 


A committee of 11 U.S. Protestant and Roman Catholic scholars has drafted 
tentative texts of the Lord's Prayer and the Apostles" Creed for consideration 
by churches which seek a common English wording of these texts. 


Her&mowi ek. Hs 


The Basel Mission in Switzerland has assigned all its remaining property. holdings 
in the Cameroon to the Presbyterian Church of West Cameroon. These include two 
hospitals, several clinics, seven bookshops and other buildings. 


k oe k k * 


Four Finnish free churches will issue a trial edition of an interchurch paper 
in September. Involved are the Pentecostal, Baptist, Methodist and Mission 
Covenant churches. 


We Rae) es os Re ae 


Methodists who go to the Olympic Games in Mexico City October 19-27 will be © 
provided with clean, convenient lodging by courtesy of the Methodist Church of 
Mexico. 


KI2KIOK FO & 


The Episcopal Diocese of Texas (USA) and the Roman Catholic Diocese of Galveston- 
Houston have agreed to sponsor jointly a $2,700,000 low-cost housing project. 

The 230-family facility will be financed largely by Federal Housing Administra- 
tion funds and administered by a board of trustees comprised of four members 

from each sponsoring diocese. 


Fe ites | ane ae 


A Baptist church being built in the centre of Amsterdam will be named in honour 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The U.S. civil rights leader had spoken in 
Amsterdam in 1964 during the Conference of the European Baptist Federation. 


a WE, TR TB 3 
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WCC LEADER VOICES SHOCK 
AT DR. FRY'S ILLNESS 


(Geneva) -- Word that Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the World Council of 
Churches’ Central Committee, will be unable on account of illness to attend the 
Council's Fourth Assembly in Uppsala, Sweden, has brought expressions of deep 
regret from Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary. 


(In New York, Dr. Fry submitted his resignation on May 31 as president of the 
Lutheran Church in America.) 


"All Dr. Fry's colleagues in the ecumenical movement", said Dr. Blake, "are 
shocked and pained by the news of his serious illness. He has been so long at 
the centre of the World Council's administration that the other officers hardly 
know how to plan ahead without his active counsel." 


"Tt is a very great disappointment that he cannot climax his many years of unique 
service to the ecumenical movement by coming to Uppsala and by chairing many of 
the business and deliberative sessions of the Fourth Assembly." 


Dr. Fry entered hospital at New Rochelle, New York (USA), where he ingore on 
May 22 for diagnostic tests. On May 30 he confided to close associates. that.he 
was "gravely ill". His resignation as head of the Lutheran Church in America 
came the following day. He was due to serve until 1970. aovadscoe 


The Lutheran leader has been chairman of the WCC Central Committee since the 
Evanston Assembly in 1954 and also of the Executive Committee. In this capacity 
he would normally preside at a number of business sessions at the Fourth Assembly. 
He was already preparing a report to the Assembly on behalf of the Central 


Committee. EPS, Geneva 


AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL NAMES THREE 
TO DIRECT RELIEF, WORLD SERVICE 


(Sydney) - The Australian Council of Churches has appointed three directors for 
its Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service. Each will have 


overall national responsibility for a particular area of work. The appointments 
follow a review of the division's activities. 


The Rev. E.H. Arblaster has been named director of inter-church aid; Dr. Laszlo 


Benyei as director of resettlement; and Miss Elsie Needham as director of. 
integration. 


The Rev. Harvey L. Perkins, who has been the division's secretary since 1965, 
resigned at the beginning of May to become full-time secretary for inter-church 
aid and mission for the East Asia Christian Conference. 


Mr. Arblaster, an Anglican clergyman, has been associate secretary of the division 
since the beginning of the year. Dr. Benyei and Miss Needham have been associate 
directors of refugee resettlement since 1963. Dr. Benyei is a former refugee who 
escaped from Hungary in 1948. Miss Needham has directed the Sydney refugee re- 
settlement office since its opening in 1952. 


EPS, Geneva 


No. 20 - 6th June, 1968 3 


200 CHURCHES REPRESENTED 
AT MOSCOW CHURCH CELEBRATION 


(Moscow) - More than 200 churches around the world, including all 14 autocephalous 
Orthodox churches, were represented at the 50th anniversary of the restoration 

of the Moscow Patriarchate. Celebrations were held from May 26 to June 2 in both 
Moscow and Zagorsk. 


Speaking on behalf of the World Council of Churches, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
general secretary, told those present: 


"After centuries of separation, the Christian churches are enriching one another 
through their spiritual gifts, are collaborating on joint tasks and are seeking 
to effect reconciliation between peoples, continents and races. We praise God 
for His grace which has made this possible." Then turning to Patriarch Alexei he 
said, "We cordially thank you for having used the high ministry which God has 
entrusted to you in order to promote this whole work of love and friendship". 


He also expressed appreciation for the "important rdle that the Russian Orthodox 
Church is playing in the World Council of Churches". 


Also representing the WCC was Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, former general secretary. 
Dr. Glen Garfield Williams represented the Conference of European Churches. 
Patriarch Alexei of Moscow and All Russia hailed the presence of so many church 
leaders as "the evidence of our spiritual unity and an expression of genuine 
Christian communion. 


"Let us seek for 'the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace’ and for closer 
co-operation and strengthening of all who love the Lord Jesus Christ, who pray 
for peace in the world, and for all people to live in brotherhood", he said. 


During the observance the Russian Church received messages from Ecumenical 
Patriarch Athenagoras, Pope Paul VI, and leaders of national Orthodox churches. 


Pope Paul said: "We hope that this reaffirmation of your old tradition will 
resolve in the deepening of religious feeling and will be the source of new 
vigour to Christians who try to give witness to Christ in a world that has much 
need of Him". 


After speaking of the "misunderstanding" and "sad events" that had come between 
the Orthodox and Catholic churches in the past, he added that recent contacts are 
"a pledge of a new growth of brotherly charity, of mutual understanding and of 

a common desire to overcome the differences that still exist between the Holy 

See and the Patriarchate of Moscow". | 


Patriarch Benedictos of Jerusalem was the leader of the Orthodox delegation. 
Archbishop Athenagoras of Thyateira and Great Britain represented Ecumenical 
Patriarch Athenagoras of Constantinople. Other patriarchs present were Germanos 
(Serbian Orthodox Church), Cyrille (Bulgaria), and Justin (Romania). 


EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCH OF SCOTLAND HEARS 
PRIMATE ON UNITY 


(Edinburgh) - While many problems still remained to be solved in the field 

of Christian unity, a new climate was recognizable in ecumenical talks, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury said in addressing the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland. 


Dr. Michael Ramsey told the church's 1,300 commissioners: 


"Perhaps the most universally recognizable sign of this climate is the shedding 
of what I would call our separated ecclesiastical self-consciousness. 


"We have not solved the problems of Christian unity, whether it be between 
different Protestant churches or Anglican Churches or Roman Catholics and so on. 
There are plenty of problems still to be solved, but what has gone is that weari- 
some self-consciousness", 


Dr. Ramsey said he prayed that this year would be one of real progress in 
Christian unity. He asked Christians in Scotland to pray for the Anglican- 
Methodist unity discussions now taking place in England. Then referring to the 
Anglican-Presbyterian unity talks, he said: "These have seen a kind of freshness 
of spirit and approach which might not have been possible a few years ago". 


The Archbishop expressed the hope that the Fourth WCC Assembly in Uppsala, Sweden 
with its theme "All Things New" would reinforce the lesson that Christian unity 
and Christian renewal go together. 


"Renewal of faith is the greatest need", he said. "No manipulation, no gadgets, 
and no improvements can produce renewal of faith, which is a divine gift." 
EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN LITERATURE FUND 
VOTES AID TO PACIFIC AREA 


(Crét Bérard, Switzerland) - The world-wide Christian Literature Fund passed the 
halfway mark in its five-year life by authorizing funds for pioneering literature | 
development in Oceania and the rim of Southeast Asia. 


Major grants were made and other substantial sums earmarked for Hong Kong, Korea, 
New Guinea and other parts of the Western Pacific, following surveys by Charles 
G. Richards and Dr. Doris E. Hess, director and committee member respectively 

of CLF. 


The funds will be used for training writers, publishers and booksellers; new books 
for children, young people and adults; new facilities for the production and 
distribution of Christian literature. 


The 20-member Fund Committee, drawn from 15 countries and 20 different national 
churches, also took decisions to further literature development in Argentina, 
Brazil, Cameroon, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, Nepal, Egypt, Iran and West Pakistan. 
More than 20 grants and allocations were made, totalling over $350,000. 


To date the Fund has considered more than 150 projects and made grants and alloca- 
tions of over $1,400,000, or almost half of its hoped-for $3 million capital. 


more 
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Specific projects approved are: children's reading rooms in Nigeria; new 
books for Cameroon, Nepal and Korea; a book distribution seminar in Tokyo for 
East Asia; market research in Korea;. training in publishing and bookselling 
in the Solomon Islands; a publishing and training centre in Lae, New Guinea; 
bookselling development in Hong Kong, Singapore and Malaysia. 


The Christian Literature Fund was established in 1963 by the WCC's Commission 
on World Mission and Evangelism; it began operating in 1965. It is to continue 
until June 30, 1970. 


The main objective is to assist the churches of all denominations, particularly 
in Africa, Asia, Latin America and Oceania, in "the advance of Christian litera- 
ture in each country and region through the development of a thriving well- 
co-ordinated, indigenous Christian literature activity of high quality, largely 
self-sustaining and capable of spontaneous growth". 

EPS, Geneva 


UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES, VATICAN ISSUE 
GUIDELINES ON TRANSLATIONS 


(London) = Agreed norms for joint Roman Catholic-Protestant Bible translations 
have been issued by the United Bible Societies here in conjuncton with the 
Vatican's Secretariat for Christian Unity. 


The document, released simultaneously in London and in Rome, is entitled 

"Guiding Principles for Inter-confessional Co-operation in Translating the 

Bible", It was worked out by an inter-confessional group under the. sponsorship 

of the. two agencies and suggests procedures and principles to facilitate the 
production of "common" or joint Bibles, acceptable to both Catholics and Protestants. 


The United Bible Societies links 35 national Bible societies currently working 
in.-150 countries. The Secretariat for Christian Unity, headed by Augustin 
Cardinal Bea, undertook co-operation with the Societies under direct authority 
of Pope Paul VI in the light of recommendations of Vatican II. 


In the official release it is stated that "although the agreement does not 
specify the types of translations to be produced, there is a common concern, 
both among the Bible Societies and in Roman Catholic circles, that versions of 
the Scriptures should be as far as possible in the livng, current language of 
the people, and based on the best scholarship available in all Christian 


traditions". 


The guidelines discuss the basic texts to be used, the problem of the "apocryphal" 
texts, the issue of "note and comment", spelling and style. Any joint Roman 
Catholic and Protestant translation, says the Guiding Principles, should be in 
language "reflecting current use but sufficiently dignified to be fitting for 

the importance of the message". 


In general, it recommends new translations rather than revisions of older ones. 


EPS, Geneva 
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UPPSALA YOUTH DELEGATES 
TO HOLD PRE-ASSEMBLY PARLEY 


(Geneva) - Approximately 150 young people of 18 to 30 years of age will gather 
in Uppsala, Sweden on July 1 for a preparatory conference dealing with the theme 
and sub-themes of the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


These are the youth delegates invited by the WCC Executive Committee "to attend 
the Assembly and participate in its activities, with the right to speak with 

the chairman's permission but not to vote". One-half of the delegates will 

come from the Third World, and a significant number will be women, Orthodox and 
Roman Catholics. They represent various youth organizations and ecumenical bodies. 


Major speakers at the preparatory conference will be Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 

WCC general secretary; Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, former general secretary; and 
Albert van den Heuvel, director of the Department of Communication. Dr. Blake 
will brief the youth on the principal issues to come before the Assembly; 

Dr. Visser 't Hooft will speak on the main theme, "Behold, I make all things new"; 
and Mr. van den Heuvel will discuss young Christians and the search for inter- 
national economic justice. 


The bulk of the time will be devoted to panel discussions on the sub-themes, led 
by other WCC staff members, and to small-group and strategy sessions. 
EPS, Geneva 


HUNGARIAN CHURCHES STUDY 
UPPSALA THEMES 


(Budapest) - "In Evangelical churches in Hungary we have always attached importance 
to the participation of the pastors and congregations in the work of the various 
world organizations of the churches. For this work is not simply a matter for 

the leading bodies of the churches but concerns always and primarily the congre- 
gations themselves." 


This statement is contained in a circular letter sent recently by officers of 
the Ecumenical Council of Churches in Hungary to all congregations in preparation 
for the Uppsala Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


The letter suggested that on Whitsunday, June 2, pastors in all congregations of 
the member churches preach on Revelation 21.5 ("Behold, I make all things new"). 
The week before was designated a week of penitence with sermons on texts to be 
used for Bible study at the Assembly. And churches were asked to pray for the 
Assembly on June 7 and 14. 


Copies of the Assembly booklet, "All Things New", were made available in Hungarian 
to all member churches of the Ecumenical Council by courtesy of Reformed church 
members of Hungarian origin living in the United States. The translation was 
made by the Rev. Dr. Andras Harsanyi, Reformed senior and pastor of Carteret, 
New Jersey, editor of the periodical Magyar Church. He was assisted by Pastor 
Andras Hamza of New York City. 

EPS, Geneva 
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61 PARIS PROTESTANTS AND CATHOLICS 
CELEBRATE COMMUNION TOGETHER 


(Paris) - Because they had participated together in "a major political struggle 
of our time" and in so doing had proved "the revolutionary implications of the 
Christian Gospel", 61 Roman Catholics and Protestants, including priests, pastors 
and laity, met on Whit Sunday to listen together to the Word and to share the 
bread and wine of the Eucharist. 


In order to explain this gesture, which "ought to be kept as far removed from 
noisy publicity as from secrecy", they sent a letter to Msgr. Francois Marty, 
Archbishop of Paris, and to Pastor Charles Westphal, president of the French 

Protestant Federation. It read in part: 


"Realizing our deep communion in the faith, we have been impelled to celebrate 
by a joint sign our many contacts among workers and students who are struggling 
for their freedom. We had to celebrate this festival of universal fellowship in 
thanksgiving and hope, not separately but together. 


"For us this is only a beginning: the struggle for justice continues. In sympathy 
with all those waging that struggle, we announce the death and resurrection of the 
Lord, who is. present today and who is to come. 


"By making this gesture we do not intend to cut ourselves off from our respective 
churches. We realize that the real unity between Christians today transcends 
confessional frontiers. The events that we have experienced together for years, 
and recently in the streets, have done more to promote our unity than many 
ecumenical meetings devoted to theological discussion." 

EPS, Geneva 


STUDENTS IN ROME WANT 
DIALOGUE WITH CHURCH 


(Rome) - The Student Christian Movement in Rome is seeking to initiate dialogue 
with the Protestant congregations here. 


During recent student demonstrations, SCM members have distributed pamphlets and 
agitated during worship services in five congregations to make known their views 
on political and social questions and the failure of the churches to respond. 


"We believe that almost nothing is happening in the churches today, that they are 
dead", declared one pamphlet. "But this does not mean we think the true believers 
are those engaged in the struggle outside the church, and that all the rest are 


false Christians." 


The Protestant congregations have been challenged to discuss whether Christians 
should support all oppressed people in the class struggle, racial questions, Viet 
Nam, etc., and whether preaching is possible apart from such witness. 


Reactions to the students' campaign have varied. In some congregations, especially 
those where the pastor was favourably disposed towards the student movement, dis- 
cussions have begun on the meaning of worship, which does not consist merely of 

an individual's interpretation of the Word of God to a passive congregation. 


Some observers believe the campaign is inspired by the students’ desire to bring 
new life into the congregations, and to demonstrate a closer relationship between 


preaching and congregational life. EPS, Geneva 
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WORLD POVERTY DISCUSSED 
BY CANADIAN CHURCHMEN 


(Montreal) - An international nutrition expert asked an inter-confessional con- 
ference on poverty how one-third of the world can sleep while the other two- 
thirds are hungry. 


Dr. Josue de Castro, former president of the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organiza- 
tion and director of Brazil's Institute of Nutrition, told 550 delegates to the 
Christian Conscience and Poverty Conference that the Church “can open the door 
to universal understanding on behalf of all mankind". 


The delegates, he said, must help Christians realize the distance which separates 
rich and poor in the world, and help them to assume their responsibilities in the 
face of this gap. 


He pointed out that the so-called developed nations last year spent $140 billion 
on arms and defence, a sum roughly equivalent to the gross national product of 
all the world's under-developed nations in the same year. 


The conference was sponsored by the Canadian Conference on Church and Society, 
representing the major churches of Canada including both Protestants and Roman 
Catholics. 


Other speakers included Barbara Ward, a British economist; Dr. Richard Shaull, 
former missionary in South America; and Roman Catholic Archbishop Helder Pessoa 


Camera from Brazil. EPS, Geneva 


WCC OFFICIAL PROBES YOUTH'S 
ROLE IN CHANGING SOCIETY 


(New York) - An understanding of the militancy among much of the student genera- 
tion around the globe must include the awareness that modern youth has been born 
into a society which has no capacity to change unless it is forced, the Rev. Philip 
Potter, an associate general secretary of the WCC, said in an interview here. 


Mr. Potter described the commonly held ideas of decision-making as "hierarchical" 
and "compartmentalized".. Student criticism at this point is particularly rele- 


vant to the Church, which by tradition is hierarchical and which tends towards a 
compartmentalized stance in modern situations, he said. 


Steps towards church unions, Mr. Potter asserted, suffer because of this dichotomy. 
He said that frequently all those who have stakes in a union proposal .do not 
participate in decisions; this reflects a hierarchical structure. 


On the other hand, he said, many do not know what union is for and see it as 
"industrial" merger rather than as a means of helping the Church to be more 
effective in its mission and in its réle as servant to the world. 


Within this compartmentalization, he added, church unions sometimes negotiate on 
the basis of special interests viewed as essential, instead of concentrating on 
the larger areas of common concern. 


EPS, Geneva 
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ATTEMPT ON LIFE OF U.S. SENATOR 
DRAWS COMMENT FROM DR. BLAKE 


(Geneva) - On learning of! the attempt to take the life of Senator Robert Kennedy, 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, stated: 


"I cannot speak on the attempted assassination of Robert Kennedy as general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches. I must speak as an American citizen 
full of shame and confusion. 


| 
\ 


"Assassination has always been the antithesis of civilization. But recurring 
assassinations in the United States of the strongest proponents, both white and 
black, of an integrated culture and society - John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther 
King - and now the attempted assassination of Robert Kennedy, demand from all 
parts of American society a new beginning of, and a new commitment to, civil 
justice and civil order. 


"The United States, by its increasing reliance on violence to solve human problems, 
has been progressively losing its moral position among the nations. In 1964 the 
Congress of the United States, by overwhelming majority, passed a comprehensive 
civil, rights bill designed to give all citizens equality and justice. It has 

so far been a failure. A white racist minority, supported by the silence of the 
white majority, has been unwilling to accept that congressional decision. 


"Surely now the American people will become a community dedicated to the only 
fitting memorial to these men - namely, the establishment of a free, democratic 
society based neither on the hidden violence of oppression nor the open violence 


of dissent." 
EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH STUDENT GROUP WILL 
PRACTICE INTER-COMMUNION 


(Leyden, Netherlands) - The Student Christian Movement in this university town 
has decided, after seven years of inter-confessional co-operation, to hold joint 
communion services for Protestants and Roman Catholics within its own group. 


Pastor J.A. Eekhof said the group felt a responsibility for the large number of 
"mixed couples" among the married students. 


The theology concerning communion, which for centuries has been the greatest 
obstacle to understanding between the Church of Rome and the Reformation churches 
cannot be considered so any more by those who think in the spirit of the (Roman 
Catholic) "New Catechism" published under the auspices of the bishops in Holland, 
said Pastor Eekhof. 


Seven years ago a weekly ecumenical service of intercession was introduced in 
the Church of St. Peter by Catholic and Protestant students. This led to closer 
inter-confessional co-operation in many spheres. In the past five years joint 
study tours have been arranged. . 


Authorities of both confessions are aware of the SCM's decision. 


EPS, Geneva 
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POLAND SENTENCES TWO 
CHURCH OF CHRIST WORKERS 


(Warsaw) - The Rev. Henryk Ciszek, an American-born minister of the Church of 
Christ who has worked in Poland for more than 20 years, was sentenced to three 
years in prison here for distributing "illegal propaganda" and for being the 
founder and head of an "illegal organization". 


Mrs. Zofia Namiuk was given a three-year sentence for aiding him. Both defendants 
have been in custody for 13 months and this time will be deducted from their 
sentences. 


A third co-defendant, the Rev. Boleslaw Davidow, also a minister of the Church 
of Christ, received a suspended sentence of ten months. 


The prosecution charged that the Church of Christ is not recognized by the Polish 
government's Office for Religious Affairs and is, therefore, an illegal organiza- 
tion. The defendants pleaded that they had applied for registration but had been 
refused. 


Mr. Ciszek was accused of attempting to smuggle out of Poland a tape recording 
alleging that religious persecution existed in the Communist country. 
EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH CHURCH FORMALIZES 
RELATIONS WITH ROMAN CATHOLICS 


(The Hague) - The Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church set up a Council for Relations 
with the Roman Catholic Church and has appointed a full-time secretary, Dr. C.P. 
van Andel. The Council will guide the relationships between the two churches on 
the national, provincial and local levels. It will also call the Synod's attention 
to questions which arise at these levels and suggest action which the Synod might 
take. The Council is composed of 20 representatives from the ten provincial synods 
and all Dutch Reformed members of the committees of the Roman Catholic Pastoral 


Council, which concluded its second session in May. EPS * Geneva 
> 


AID RUSHED TO VICTIMS 
OF JAPANESE QUAKE 


(Tokyo) - The National Christian Council of Japan has sent emergency supplies of 
blankets and foodstuffs to two remote villages in northern Japan severely damaged 
by a recent earthquake. 


In the hamlets of Takiya and Shidogishi, all the 120 homes were destroyed. Soon 
after the first earthquake on May 15, the department of Inter-church Aid and 
Service was able to dispatch a truck of supplies from its branch in Okunakayama, 
following up with additional shipments. 


Kentaro Buma, director of IAS, has announced a campaign to raise two million yen 
and to collect blankets and canned goods. Plans are being made for four work 

camps beginning July 1. Starting with a crew of International Christian University 
students, teams of 30 people each will work for ten-day periods clearing away 
rubble and helping to rebuild the villages. 


EPS, Geneva 
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MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR DR. FRY 
HELD AT ECUMENICAL CENTRE 


(Geneva) - Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the WCC Central Committee who died 

on June 6, was remembered with thankfulness and praise to God at a memorial service 
in the chapel of the Ecumenical Centre here, where he had prayed, sung and worshipped 
so often. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, former WCC general secretary, the man who had worked most 
closely with Dr. Fry in the creation and shaping of the ecumenical movement, urged 
his friends "to remember this man of extraordinary energy and exceptional intelli- 
gence", and to emulate "that tree-like life which drew its nourishment from the 
eternal source". 


"Whatever the World Council has achieved in the last 18 years is to a considerable 
extent due to his tireless and devoted leadership", Dr. Visser 't Hooft said. 


Staff members of both the World Council and the Lutheran World Federation, which 

Dr. Fry led from 1957 to 1963, attended the memorial service on June 10. Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, presided and gave the prayer. Dr. O. Frederick 
Nolde read as the Scripture passages Psalm 23 and Romans 8. 


Dr. André Appel, general secretary of the LWF, noted that "if there is a representa- 
tive of the Establishment, Dr. Fry was one. And still, God used him to bring new 
life into the Church. He was known in the Church for his political and presidential 
gifts. But more important was the gift of vision he had received of a Church 
needing to overcome the danger of mere formalism and traditionalism". 


"We have gathered here to praise God, especially because of the victorious signs 

He has given through the life of one of His servants", said Dr. Appel. "But are 

we conscious of the fact that with him goes part of a generation which God has used 
in a specially blessed way? The absence of Dr. Fry at Uppsala will symbolize the 
change, the shift of leadership. The generation of ecumenical pioneers has come to 
an end. Are we ready to take the torch from their hands with the same enthusiasm, 
faith and hope? This is the question God raised with us now." 


Dr. Visser ‘t Hooft had alluded to the passing of the ecumenical pioneers by re- 
calling that the present period is somewhat like a time after World War II when 
William Paton, Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Archbishop William Temple died. Two things 
helped him endure these losses, he commented: one a four-word telegram from his 
wife saying "Great work goes on". The second was the remark of an American bishop: 


"what a wonderful ecumenical movement there must be in heaven!" 


On learning of Dr. Fry's death, Augustin Cardinal Bea of the Vatican Secretariat 
for Christian Unity, cabled Dr. Blake his “sincerest condolences and deep regret 
at the death of this distinguished leader of the World Council". Father Thomas 
Stransky represented the Secretariat at the funeral, scheduled for June 11 at 
St. Thomas Church (Episcopal) in New York City. 


Franklin Clark Fry was born in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania on August 30, 1900. He was 
educated at Hamilton College, Clinton, New York, the American School for Classical 
Studies in Athens, Greece, and the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. From 1945 to 1962 he was president of the United Lutheran Church 
and since 1962 had been head of the Lutheran Church in America. He had resigned 
as of May 31 on learning that he was "gravely ill". He would have presided at 
many business sessions of the WCC's Fourth Assembly at Uppsala. 

(more) 
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Dr. Blake in paying tribute to Dr. Fry noted that few church presidents or bishops 
have had so great an influence over so long a period. He said: 


"Since 1954 he had been the chief officer of the Central and Executive Committees 
of the World Council of Churches, and thus was involved in every major decision 
and action of the WCC. His leadership was widely appreciated by churchmen in all 
our member churches; .and it is difficult to contemplate going into the next 
period lacking his experience, his wisdom, his presence, and his personal commit- 
ment and SoPRE CHS loyalty to all the concerns of the WCC and the ecumenical move- 
ment as a whole." 


Dr. Ernest A. Payne, a vice-chairman of the Central Committee, commented that 

Dr. Fry had presided with "firmness and fairness, winning the confidence and regard 
of all members". He recalled also that he had played an important personal part 

in bringing pips the International Missionary Council and then the Orthodox 
Churches into closer association with the WCC. 


A memorial fund has been established in Dr. Fry's name and contributions may be 
sent to: Lutheran Church in America, 231 Madison Avenue, New York City. 
EPS, Geneva 


BOTH SIDES IN NIGERIA/BIAFRA CONFLICT 
REPLY TO CABLE FROM CCIA DIRECTOR 


(Geneva) - Major General Gowon in Lagos and Lt. Col. Ojukwu in Umuahia have replied 
to a cable from Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, Director of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs in which he urged support for the Red Cross appeal for a 
cease-fire, protection of civilians and the exchange of prisoners (EPS No. 19). 


Major General Gowon wrote in part: 


"Thank you for your cable of May 28. I am grateful for your humanitarian concern 
and assistance to the war-stricken areas on both sides...I pray you and the World 
Council to understand that the Federal Government is not fighting against the Ibos 
as people but against the rebels, and it has never been my intention to attack 
innocent civilian population. I am arranging with the International Committee of 
the Red Cross ways and means of bringing much-needed relief to both parties.... 


"IT wish to repeat my government's support for the efforts of the International Red 
Cross, World Council of Churches and Roman Catholic Church to alleviate and bring 
much-needed supplies to both sides. Pray these influential international bodies 
appeal to the rebels to renounce secession. That will bring immediate end to the 
fighting and suffering." 


Excerpts from Lt. Col. Ojukwu's communication state: 


"T have received with appreciation your message expressing full support for the 
three proposals made by the International Committee of the Red Cross. As you are 
aware, I have constantly and consistently advocated similar measures, including a 
cease-fire and removal of the blockade. I am therefore in support of any measures 
which would achieve these objectives,and welcome the proposals by the ICRC. 


"T sincerely share with you the hope that these measures will command widespread 
support throughout the world. Undoubtedly, they would help create an atmosphere 


(more) 
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conducive to peaceful negotiations leading to a just and honourable settlement. 
It is only such a clear manifestation of world opinion that will compel Nigeria 
to approach the negotiations with due seriousness and responsibility. 


"Finally, may I express my deepest appreciation to you, your commission and the 
World Council of Churches for the interest you have shown in our cause and for 
the practical. assistance offered to millions of my long-suffering people." 

EPS, Geneva 


WORLD'S RELIGIOUS LEADERS MOURN 
SENATOR KENNEDY,» DEPLORE VIOLENCE 


(New York) - World and U.S. religious leaders expressed deep sorrow at the death 
of Senator Robert F. Kennedy and paid tribute to his leadership. Pope Paul VI 
sent a message to the widow voicing his “profound sympathy in your tragic bereave- 
ment", And in a telegram to President Johnson, he said: "Deeply saddened by the 
untimely and violent passing of Senator Robert Kennedy, we offer you our sincere 
condolences on the loss of an outstanding public servant, asking God to console, 
guard and bless you, your family, the government and people of the United States". 


A telegram sent from the Joint International Department of the British Council of 
Churches and the Conference of British Missionary Societies to the International 
Affairs Department of the National Council of the Churches (USA) read: 


"WITH YOU WE MOURN THE DEATH...AND DEPLORE THE VIOLENCE IN HUMAN 
SOCIETY WHICH KILLS STATESMEN AND SAINTS AND MANY MORE OF GOD'S 
UNNAMED. AND. UNKNOWN CHILDREN. WITH YOU WE REDEDICATE OURSELVES 
TO THE STRUGGLE FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE". 


Speaking as an American citizen rather than as general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake said he was filled with "shame and confusion". 


He called attention to the murders of President John F. Kennedy in 1963 and Dr. 
Martin Luther King in April, and described Senator Kennedy as a man dedicated to 
civil justice and order. 


"The U.S., by its increasing reliance on violence to solve human problems, has been 
progressively losing its moral position among the nations", the WCC official said. 
The establishment of a "free, democratic society based neither on the hidden violence 
of oppression or the open violence of dissent" is the memorial which the nation 

owes to the men shot down by snipers, Dr. Blake concluded. 


Also from Geneva, Presiding Episcopal Bishop John Hines cabled a message to Cardinal 
Cushing on behalf of the World Council's Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service. Bishop Hines is chairman of the group, which was holding a meeting. 


The shock and the prayers of the agency's members from around the world were expressed 
to Cardinal Cushing as "the spiritual confessor of this leader of men'(Senator 
Kennedy). 


Bishop Hines also made this personal comment: 


"Senator Kennedy's human concerns were in the best tradition of a dedicated family 
which has been unafraid to run the risks often implicit in public service. His death 
places an added burden upon the American conscience to eradicate the evils of racism, 
discrimination and injustice against which he spoke and acted selflessly and in the 


° "W 
interest of others”. (more) 
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Dr. Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury, said he was "grieved beyond words" 
at the further tragedy for the Kennedy family and the American people. 


In an editorial broadcast, Vatican Radio declared that all mankind is unanimous 
in condemning the act of violence which struck Robert Kennedy, struck his brother 
John, and struck Martin Luther King. 


Speaking of the senator, the radio editorial stated, "His humanity will not be 
destroyed by. the inhumanity of violence". 


Every act of violence, it continued, is a step backwards whether it is individual 
or collective, open or psychological, whether it consists of aggressive war attacks 
on persons or civil, war, whether it is the tyranny of men or slavery or banditism. 


EPS, Geneva 


REFUGEE WORK ON SAIGON'S OUTSKIRTS SUSPENDED 


(Bangkok) - The Asian Christian Service team had to leave its refugee camp at Phu 
Lam on the western outskirts of Saigon on May 29. 


This is the second time in two months this has been necessary. A new Vietcong 
offensive in the Phu Lam area has made it impossible for the team to continue, work 
at its camp. They plan to return as soon as possible. 


The Phu Lam team, with Miss Priscilla Padolina (Philippines) as leader, had been 
supervising a clinic, a feeding programme, and occupational activities for children 
in the temporary shelter for the homeless in a pagoda. 


The team from Phu Lam Camp has had a dramatic history. It was at Tuy Hoa, 250 miles 
north of Saigon, until the Tet offensive in early February. For six weeks members 
lived in underground bunkers in Tuy Hoa until they were finally able to be evacuated 
to Saigon on March 20. 


The recent offensive on Saigon has created an additional 70,000 refugees within the 
last weeks. To the immediate north of Saigon which was devastated last month, 
there are 36 refugee camps, in District Five alone. 


Asian Christian Service plans to place a medical team in one of these camps in a 
few days. 
EPS, Geneva 


METHODIST ENDS 14-DAY FAST, 
TAKES ANGLICAN COMMUNION 


(London) - A Methodist minister, the Rev. Merfyn Temple, fasting in Westminster Abbey 
in protest against the Church's alleged lack of concern for the world's poor (EPS No.18) 
maintained. his fast for 14 days and ended it by accepting an invitation from the 
Anglican Dean of Westminster, Dr. Eric S. Abbott, to receive Communion. 


Mr. Temple, moved and delighted by the Dean's gesture, told newsmen,"This is the first 
time a Methodist minister has ever been publicly invited to Communion". 


Then Mr. Temple was on his way 200 miles north to York to join briefly a similar fast 
being conducted in York Minster by the Rev. N. Binks, a college chaplain, and Dr. 


, : ; i i iversity. 
Brian Morris, senior lecturer in English at York Univ y EPS, Geneva 
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NEW STAFF NAMED FOR WCC YOUTH 
DEPARTMENT, ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE 


(Geneva) - The Rev. Oscar Bolioli of Montevideo, Uruguay, has been named director 
of the Youth Department of the World*Council of Churches and has begun his duties 
here. 


Mr. Bolioli comes to the World Council post after four years as general secretary 
of the Union of Evangelical Youth (ULAJE), the ecumenical youth work agency in 
Latin America. For the past three years he has’ ‘been vice-chairman of the joint 
Youth Committee of the WCC and the World Council of Christian Education. 


Along with his youth leadership, Mr. Bolioli served as Director of Social Service 
of the Methodist Church in Uruguay and prior to that held pastorates. He has also 
been chairman of the Interamerican Voluntary Service. 


The 32-year-old Bolioli received his education at Montevideo University and Union 
Theological Seminary of Buenos Aires and has done graduate study in social service. 
In 1963 he received a WCC scholarship for study and travel in the United States 

and Europe. 


He succeeds the Rev. Albert van den Heuvel, as, head of the Youth Department. The 
Rev. William Nottingham has been serving as acting director since Mr. van den 
Heuvel was named director of the Department. of; Communication October, 1,- 1967. 


The WCC's Ecumenical Institute at Chateau Bossey near Geneva, announces the appoint- 
ment of Dr. Anwar Masih Barkat as assistant director, replacing Dr. Samuel Parmar, 
who returned to India last year to teach at the University. of Allahabad. Dr: Barkat 
comes direct from Forman Christian College in Lahore, Pakistan, where ‘he has) been 
associate professor of political.science since 1966. 


Born April 5, 1934 in Sialkot, West Pakistan, Dr. Barkat was.educated at, Forman 
College and Leonard Theological College in India, and took advanced, degrees at 
Union Theological Seminary, New York and Duke University, Durham, North.Carolina, 
He taught political science at West Virginia Wesleyan College at Buckhannon for 
three years before joining the Forman faculty. He was national chairman of the 


Student Christian Movement of Pakistan in 1967-8. 
. : EPS, Geneva 


INTER-ORTHODOX CONFERENCE OPENS NEAR GENEVA 


(Geneva) - The Inter-Orthodox Conference convened by Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras 
of Constantinople opened on June 9 with a solemn three-hour liturgy in the Orthodox 
Centre at Chambésy, near Geneva. 


Chairman of the conference is Metropolitan Meliton of Chalcedon. Three delegates 
are present from each of the 14 autocephalous Orthodox Churches including Metro- 
politan Nikodim of Leningrad and Novgorod (Director of the Foreign Department of 
the Russian Church), Metropolitan Chrysostomos of Myra, and Metropolitan Justin 
of Romania. | 


The liturgy was celebrated by Metropolitan Meliton, together with Metropolitan 
Nikodim, Bishop Elias of Aleppo (Patriarchate of Antioch). and several priests. 


The deliberations, which last throughout the week, centre around the question of a 
more systematic participation by the Orthodox in the work of the WCC, especially their 
contribution to the Uppsala Assembly. In addition; the subject of past and future 
relations with the Roman Catholic, Anglican, Old Catholic, Eastern Orthodox and 
Lutheran Churches will be discussed. (EPS Geneva) 
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CHURCH AUTHORITIES REACT 
TO INTER-COMMUNION IN PARIS 


(Paris) - "We cannot approve of the Catholics who took part in this celebration 
of the Eucharist", writes Archbishop Francois Marty of Paris in a communiqué 
referring to an inter-communion service celebrated on Whit Sunday (EPS No. 20). 


"Joint celebration of the Eucharist assumes that unity has already been achieved", 
he said... Alluding to the participation of non-ordained ministers and laity, he 
said: '"...,it is only the priest who has the power to consecrate the Eucharist... 


"Inter-communion involves a risk: it may give rise to ecumenical groups which are 
dissociated from the churches, thus creating fresh divisions", said the Archbishop. 
"There are other sounder, wayssof furthering unity; all Catholics should work for it." 


The Council of the French Protestant Federation made a statement including these 
words: "A joint celebration of the Eucharist® presents problems for the churches 
belonging to the Federation. These questions are already under examination in 

the dialogue with representatives of the Roman Catholic Church. Respecting the 
motives which inspired those who took part in the inter-communion, and realizing 
the problems which it presents and the hope which it evokes, the Council recommends 
that its member churches continue (together with the group itself) studying the 


questions raised by the action ". 


Commenting on the event, Henri Fesquet wrote in the Paris daily Le Monde: ''Despite 
its ambiguities and dangers,*this joint celebration of the Eucharist possesses the 
primordial value of: an act of faith. It must’ also be regarded as a warning. The 
hopes of. ecumenism aroused after the Vatican Council have been disappointed. It 

is the rdle of the people at the 'grass-roots' to show that they are impatient with 
the postponements, which seem to be betraying the ideal perceived there. 


"It ischaracteristic of revolutionary: situations that they try to obtain results 
considered impossible in normal times. If church leaders are not ready to accelerate 
their programme and urge the experts to make a fresh effort of creative imagination, 
it is useless to deplore the disorderly nature of certain acts. It would be better 
to recognize that despite their real inconvenience, they play an indispensable roéle 
by setting things in motion, and awaken interest concerning religious practices 
which are definitely too far removed from the concerns and spiritual needs of our 


contemporaries." 
EPS, Geneva 


150 SPANISH PROTESTANT 
CONGREGATIONS REGISTER 


(Madrid) - Baptist Pastor José Cardona Gregori, leading spokesman for Spain's Pro- 
testants, announced here that 150 Protestant congregations belonging to seven 

different denominations have registered as “confessional associations" with the 

Spanish Ministry of Justice. This is approximately one-half of the Protestant churches. 


Those who registered object to the law in principle but believe that compliance with 
it will facilitate relations with government authorities and therefore have a better 


long-term effect, he said. 


The deadline for registration was May 31. Mr. Cardona said the remainder "consider 
the religious liberty law discriminatory in character and therefore prefer to wait 
for new legislation by the Spanish, Government to ensure genuine religious freedom 
in accordance with the decisions of the Second Vatican Council". EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIAN BROADCASTERS CONVENE 
THIS MONTH IN NORWAY 


(Oslo) - The most. inclusive world body of Christian communicators ever conceived 
is expected to be voted into existence at the Assembly of the World Association 
for Christian Broadcasting which convenes here June 22-27. 


To be known as. the World Association for Christian Communication, the new inter- 
national organization will represent a consolidation of two existing agencies -— 
the World Association, for Christian Broadcasting) (WACB) and the Co-ordinating 
Committee for Christian Broadcasting (CCCB). 


Present plans call for opening up membership to other media besides broadcasting, 
according to a draft constitution to be submitted to the assembly. 


The Oslo assembly will.be the second in the life of WACB, which was formed in 1963 
at an international meeting. of Christian broadcasters held in Limuru near Nairobi. 
It will be attended by broadcasters, church leaders, theologians and educators from 
Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, the Near East and North America. 


Conference. proceedings will accent technological advances in the communications 
field and their consequences for the Church. The assembly will also deal with long- 
term planning in the area of research and training Christian broadcasters ‘through= 
out the world. 


"The assembly comes ata time when the vitality and persuasive effectiveness of 

the Church has.been. somewhat overshadowed, by developments in secular communication", 
said the Rev. Dr. James E. McEldowney, assembly administrator. "There is now need 
to re-examine and re-define the r6dle of the Church in this new environment." 


Keynote speaker will be Dr. Klaus von Bismarck, general director of WDR station, 
Cologne, Germany.) Other major addresses will be given by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
general secretary, and the Rev. Philip Potter, associate general secretary of the 
WCC; John Akar, communications specialist from Sierra Leone now associated with 
the BBC in London; and the Rev. Edwin H. Robertson, executive director, WACB, 


London. EPS, Geneva 


DELEGATES TO COPTIC CHURCH 
CELEBRATION NAMED 


(Cairo) - In response to an invitation from Coptic Patriarch Kyrillos, the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury has appointed the Bishop of Derby, Dr. Geoffrey Allen, to be 
his personal representative at the celebrations to be held by the Coptic Church 
June 25-28 marking the nineteen-hundredth anniversary of the Martyrdom of St. Mark. 
Dr. Allen was Bishop in Egypt from 1947 to 1952. 


The Rev. Dr. Rakoto Andrianarijaona, president of the Malagasy Lutheran Church in 
Madagascar, will represent the Lutheran World Federation. 


Pope Paul VI will be represented by a special delegation which will bring with it 
a relic of St. Mark formerly kept in St. Mark's Basilica, Venice. Heading the 
delegation will be Leon-Etienne Cardinal Duval, Archbishop of Algiers. 


Other members will be: Auxiliary Bishop Giuseppe Olivetti of Venice; Bishop Jan 
Willebrands, secretary, and Father Pierre Duprey, under-secretary of the Vatican 


Secretariat for Christian Unity. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake will represent the WCC 
(EPS No. 17). EPS, Geneva 
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NEW THAI CONSTITUTION 
ASSURES RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 


(Bangkok) - "A person enjoys full liberty to profess any religion, religious sect 

or religious creed and to exercise the form of worship in accordance with his own 
belief, so far as it is not contrary to his duties as a citizen or to public order 
or good morals." So states Chapter III, Article 26 of the proposed new Constitution 
for Thailand. 


It further states that "a person is protected against any act of discrimination 
by the State which is prejudicial to his rights or detrimental to his due benefit 
for the reason that the religion, religious sect or religious creed he professes 
or the form of worship he exercises differs from those of others". 


The Constitution is to be promulgated on June 20. It restores some freedoms which 
have been in abeyance during the past ten years of military rule. 


In keeping with the policy of the separation of religion and government, clergy 

are prohibited from the right to vote. They are also barred from sitting in the 
Assembly or the Constitutional Tribunal. Christians may hold office, but they often 
find it extremely difficult to participate fully in the gevernment because of the 
Buddhist ceremonies and rites which are expected as a matter of course in the 


official process of governm : 
P ogiares cas EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC MEMBERSHIP IN NATIONAL 
COUNCILS NOW BEING DISCUSSED 


(New York) - Dr. R.H. Edwin Espy, general secretary of the National Council of 
Churches (USA), told the NCC's General Board here that there is increasing discussion 
on the possibility of Roman Catholic membership in national councils of churches. 


He made the statement in his report to the board. According to Dr. Espy, the Joint 
Working Group of the World Council of Churches and the Vatican Secretariat for 
Christian Unity "gave particular attention to this subject at its May meeting in 
Germany". Dr. Espy is the only U.S. Protestant member of the group. 


However, such discussions are purely exploratory and quite long-range in view, 
he said. The Joint Working Group has been charged with making a more systematic 
analysis of this complex matter in coming months. 


In his report, Dr. Espy also called for an early consultation on a more ecumenical 

response to the problem of hunger in the U.S. Two NCC divisions are seeking such 

a consultation to plan hunger relief proposals for submission to the General Board. 
EPS, Geneva 


PHILIPPINE BISHOP DIES AT 60 


(Manila) - United Methodist Bishop Benjamin I. Guansing of Manila died here June 3 
at the age of 60. He was the leader of 61,576 Methodists in the Manila Area of 
the Philippines Central Conference. 


Elected to the episcopacy in 1967, Bishop Guansing was one of the two United Metho- 
dist bishops in the country. He had previously been president of Union Theological 
Seminary in Manila. 

EPS, Geneva 
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ARAB OFFICIALS DENY 
CLOSING OF CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 


(Geneva) - Following the publication of a report that education ministers of the 
Arab nations had decided to close all Christian schools (EPS No. 14), several 
protests were received from both Christian churchmen and Arab officials. 


Mr. Harry G. Dorman Jr., director of the Middle East and Europe Department of 
the National Council of Churches (USA), informed Ecumenical Press Service 

that "mission schools, as well as the other Christian schools in these Arab 
countries, are carrying on with regularity and have no intention of closing, as 
those of us know who are personally in touch with them from day to day". 


According to Mr. Dorman, Christian schools in Syria were not closed last year 
either. "Certain government restrictions were placed upon all private and religious 
schools, both Christian and Muslim", he writes. "Some schools closed voluntarily 

in protest against the restrictions. Other Christian schools, as well as Muslin, 
have continued without interruption in, accordance with the new regulations.” 


The Minister of Education of the State of. Kuwait, who chaired the conference 
mentioned in EPS, states that the ministers never decided or even. contemplated 
closing all Christian schools in the countries belonging to the Arab League. © He 
also notes that Lebanon was represented by a three-man delegation headed. by 

Dr. Joseph Zaarour, director general of the Ministry of Education. 


However, precise indications as to the decisions taken by the conference could not 


be obtained. EPS, Geneva 


U.S. CONSULTATION ON CHURCH UNION 
NAMES GENERAL SECRETARY, DRAFTING GROUP 


(Boston, Massachusetts) - The Consultation on Church Union has established a 
commission to draft a plan of union. Chairman of the group is the Rev. William 

A. Benfield, Jr., pastor of the First Presbuterian Church, Charleston, W.Va. and 

a member of the Presbyterian Church U.S. delegation. Each participating denomina- 
tion has appointed one member to serve with him. 


Dr. Paul A. Crow, Jr., professor of church history at Lexington (Ky.) Theological 
Seminary, has been named full-time general secretary of the Consultation on Church 
Union, effective September 1. 


Dr. Crow, a Disciples of Christ minister, will be the first full-time staff officer 
for the nine~denomination church union effort. 


A native of Lanett, Ala., the 36-year-old Dr. Crow is a graduate of the University 
of Alabama, Lexington Seminary, and Hartford (Connecticut) Seminary Foundation. He 
has done post-doctoral work at Oxford University in England. 


Now travelling in Europe, Dr. Crow participated in a recent consultation which 
examined a new study on ordination made under the auspices of the WCC's Faith and 
Order Commission. He is Protestant consultant to the U.S. Catholic Bishops' Com- 
mittee. on Liturgical Adaptation, and Faith and Order chairman for the Kentucky 


Council of Churches. 
EPS, Geneva 
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Special Report 


WCC REVIEWS AID TO VICTIMS OF NIGERIA WAR; 
WELCOMES ROMAN CATHOLIC, RED CROSS CO-OPERATION 


(Geneva) - "Only a settlement of the Nigeria/Biafra conflict can solve the problem 

of acute starvation besetting the people in this area. Yet the prospects of success- 
ful negotiations for a cease-fire and peace are as remote now as they have ever 
been." 


On the basis of this gloomy report presented to the WCC's Division of Inter-church 
Aid, Refugee and World Service when it met here the week of June 3, the Divisional 
Committee voted to raise the ceiling on its Nigeria appeal to $800,000 in order to 
step up relief shipments. The WCC is supporting programmes of the churches on both 
sides of the conflict. 


Estimates of the number of refugees living in sub-human conditions vary from 600,000 
to several million. A cable received here June 5 from the Refugee Relief Committee 
of the Churches in Biafra said: ''Fully one-third population now refugees in small 
land area. Thousands reduced to only one meal a week. Alarming increase in deaths 
from starvation". The Christian Council of Nigeria (CCN) reports: "...the reper- 
cussions of war have left thousands bereft, unable to help themselves, and relief 
workers organize distribution and medical aid in the towns and villages". 


Already almost $300,000 in cash contributions have been received from WCC member 
churches in response to the earlier appeal for $500,000. This money has all been 
spent, the Divisional Committee learned from its two Africa secretaries, M. Jean 
Fischer and Canon Burgess Carr. 


Six planes have been chartered by the World Council to carry to the churches in 
Biafra medicines, bandages, and food donated by church relief agencies in Germany, 
Switzerland, the U.S.A., Norway, Denmark and France etc. These efforts have been 
co-ordinated by Helmut Reuschle, material aid secretary of the Division. The 

most recent flight went on June 6 at only two days' notice. A seventh 24-ton 
charter flies on June 11. In addition, a contribution of $20,000 enabled the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to purchase medical supplies sent 
on its own plane last November. 


The total value of cash and material aid contributed to Nigeria and Biafra is about 
$750,000. 


Two new developments were announced last week. The first relief team the WCC has 
been able to send to either side flew to Lagos on June 5. It included a German 
doctor, a Norwegian male nurse, and a Briton who will distribute relief goods. 
Recruited by the Rev. Kenrick Baker, secretary for teams, personnel and fraternal 
workers, the team will be employed by the Christian Council of Nigeria and serve 
under ICRC direction for the present time. 


The Divisional Committee authorized DICARWS to send two more relief teams to Calabar, 
two for the Mid-West Region, and one for the Nsukka-Ogoja area. It was agreed that 
more teams may have to be sent later. 


The Refugee Relief Committee of the Churches in Biafra already has six teams doing 
medical work among refugees. Personnel from Christian hospitals have been aug- 
mented by refugees able to do non-medical jobs. The Committee has sent an appeal 


(more) 
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for missionary medical workers now on leave to return so they can make up two 
additional teams. 


In a second new development it was announced that. Norwegian Church Relief in co- 
operation with the WCC is sending 2,000 tons of stockfish in two ships, which 
will also carry relief goods. The first ship leaves Norway on June 15. Stock- 
fish is*a high-protein food particularly appreciated by the local population. 


According to the Africa secretaries, the ICRC is negotiating at the moment the 
possibility of sending relief supplies into the war zones. As soon as an official 
channel, for delivering such supplies is established, officers of the National 
Council of Churches (USA) have indicated that they will apply for foodstuffs 
available from government surplus. 


Inter-confessional Co-operation 


Reports from church relief committees on both. sides indicate complete co-opera- 
tion in the field between Protestant and Roman Catholic churches ‘and the Red Cross. 
In the Enugu area two Roman Catholic nuns have joined the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod medical and relief teams working under ICRC auspices. 


In his report to, the Divisional Committee, M. Jean Fischer paid special tribute 

to the many agencies which have contributed material aid in the form of medical 
supplies, powdered milk and eggs and baby food. The German agencies, Church World 
Service (USA) and Norwegian Church Relief have been especially generous. 


"Tt is imperative, however", he said "that the remaining $200,000 in cash needed 
to fulfil the first appeal be made available immediately. Already it is clear 
that this sum will not be sufficient to allow us to continue to send cash, material 
aid and personnel for the relief operations already initiated by the churches." 


For instance, he pointed out that the CCN needs a minimum of $11,650 in cash plus 
$42,000 in either cash or supplies to equip its relief programme until November 30: 


"Tt would be possible to trim off some money from food and drugs purchased locally", 
wrote the social action secretary of the CCN, "but then we might just as well forget 
about sending our team into the field, for without proper supplies their efficiency 
drops greatly." 


After hearing a comprehensive resumé of reports from the field, action taken by 

its Africa desk, and a summary of immediate needs, the Divisional Committee passed 

a resolution authorizing the Division to continue to provide material, personnel 

and financial resources to enable local churches on both sides to manifest Christian 
compassion for.all those who suffer. To this end it lifted the upper limit on 

the Nigeria appeal to. $800,000, and gave its support to the idea of medical teams. 


Thanks were recorded to all those church agencies which have already contributed 

to the appeal, to the Roman Catholic Church and its agencies for their co-operation, 
and to the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs for its cable in 
support..of the efforts.of the» churches and the ICRC (EPS._No. 19). 


The Division expressed special thanks to the Red Cross, whose co-operation has enabled 
it and. the churches. to do together what they would: be totally unable to do separately. 


(Photos available on request) 
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The next issue of EPS will be published July 4 and will be sent direct 
from the Fourth Assembly in Uppsala, Sweden. Special Assembly coverage 
will be provided in extra editions issued approximately twice a week 
until July 25. After a summer recess EPS resumes with the August 22 issue. 
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ALL CHURCHES ASKED TO PRAY 
FOR WCC FOURTH ASSEMBLY 


(Geneva) - Churches throughout the world are asked to offer special prayers for 
the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches on June 30, the Sunday immediately 
preceding the Assembly's opening, and on the following two Sundays during the meeting. 


A brief message from the six WCC presidents culminating in a simple form of prayer 
has been sent to all 232 member churches with a request that it be read from pulpits 
everywhere on June 30. Prayers for the following Sundays are contained in the pre- 
Assembly booklet "All Things New". 


The message addressed to all churches by the six presidents reads as follows: 


"This message comes to you because the church to which you belong 
is a member of the World Council of Churches, which is having its 
Fourth Assembly from July 4 to 19 at Uppsala, in Sweden. Your 
church will be represented together with churches of different 
Christian traditions and many nations and races. We ask for your 
concern and for your prayers. 


"At this great Christian conference, the churches will be able to 
learn from one another as they seek the will of God for them in 
this critical time in the world's history. It is our conviction 
that no church can meet the great tasks of our time in isolation. 
Together they will look for renewal in their work for unity and 
in their witness to Jesus Christ admidst the problems of personal, 
social, economic, national and international life. The Assembly 
at Uppsala will be considering the ways in which the churches may 
work together in the coming years. Pray that God will inspire 
those who attend it with wisdom, love and courage and will use it 
in His purpose of healing our sinful and divided world." 


Signed: (Archbishop) Michael Cantuar - London 
(Archbishop) Iakovos - New York 
(Dr.) Akanu Ibiam - Umuiaha 
(Dr.) David G. Moses - New Delhi 
(Pastor) Martin Niemdller - Wiesbaden 
(Dr.) Charles C. Parlin - New York 


U.K. REPRESENTATIVE AT UN, AMERICAN 
WRITER ADDED TO UPPSALA SPEAKERS' LIST 


(Geneva) - Lord Caradon, Great Britain's Permanent Representative to the United 
Nations, and James Baldwin, a well-known American novelist, were among the names con- 
tained in the final list of speakers announced for the Fourth Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches. 


They will participate in a presentation entitled "White Racism or World Community?" 
scheduled for Sunday afternoon, July 7. 


Mr. Baldwin, speaking from the perspective of an American Negro, will analyze the 
nature and origins of white racism, and its contaminating influence on all areas of 
human relations locally and nationally. Lord Caradon, on the basis of his UN ex- 
perience, will assess this important component of Western culture which so far has 
been one of the biggest obstacles to world community. 


(more) 
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The announcement of speakers came only days before the Assembly was due to open in 
Uppsala, Sweden, on July 4. Some 1,500 churchmen from all parts of the world will 
attend the 16-day meeting. More than 800 of them will be delegates, from the 232 
Protestant, Anglican, Old Catholic and Orthodox churches belonging to the WCC. 


For several years Lord Caradon, while he was. still Sir Hugh Foot, acted as. one of 
the special consultants to the WCC's Committee on Specialized Assistance to Social 
Projects (SASP). During the Autumn of 1964, he undertook with the late Dr. Z.K. 
Matthews, then Africa Secretary of the WCC" s Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee, 
and World Service, a survey of 14 countries in, southern Africa to ascertain their 
most urgent development needs. This led, to the Ecumenical Programme for Emergency 
, Action in Africa (EPEAA), a five-year programme for which the Division is seeking 
$10, 000,000 from churches outside Africa. 


Soon, after the completion of; this study Lord Caradon was’ appointed Great Britain's 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations. He’ had previously represented his 
country on the Trusteeship Council. 


Mr. Baldwin is the author of both novels and essays which demonstrate the new 
determination of the Negro to gain equality in American society. Among his best- 
known works are Another Country, Go Tell It on the Mountain and Notes of a Native 
Son. The son of a Harlem preacher, Mr. Baldwin became a “young minister" in a 
storefront church, and much of his writing reflects a knowledge of Christian doctrine 
and symbolism. His latest novel, Tell Me How Long the Train's Been Gone, appeared 
this month, 


"Pilgrimage of Compassion" 


Details were also. made available this week of "A Pilgrimage of Compassion" to be 
staged at Uppsala by the WCC's Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World 
Service. Underlining the role of the churches in meeting human needs, it will feature 
three addresses, one by a representative of the developing world (Pastor Jean Kotto 

of Cameroon), one by an Eastern European (Dr. Ulrich von Brtick) and a third by a 
Briton (Miss Janet Lacey). 


The Assembly participants will pass through a gallery lined with photographs illustra- 
ting the primary needs of people in Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Middle East 

and elsewhere. The Swedish churches are arranging an outdoor exhibition of the 
different forms which material aid takes. 


Pastor Kotto has been general secretary of both the Evangelical Church of Cameroon 
and the Baptist and Evangelical Churches’ Council. He is a Chevalier of the Order 
of Valour of the Cameroon and was given an honorary degree by the Reformed Academy 
of Debrecen, Hungary. 


Dr. von Briick of Dresden heads the Bread for the World Campaign in the German Demo- 
cratic Republic. Miss Lacey had been director of the British Council of Churches’ 
Department of Christian Aid since 1952 until she retired a few weeks ago. 


An exposition of the Assembly theme, "Behold, I make all things new", is to be given 
‘by Bishop Ignatios (Hazim), Metropolitan of Latakia and dean of the Orthodox seminary 
at Balamand, near Tripoli, Lebanon. 


A final addition to the opening-night panel entitled "Caught up in Renewal" is Baron 
Evance Coppee of Brussels, Belgium, a prominent Roman Catholic businessman. 
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GREEK CHURCH MODIFIES DECISION, 
WILL SEND DELEGATES TO UPPSALA 


(Geneva) - Dr. Eugene Carson Blake and Prof. Nikos A. Nissiotis, general secretary 
and associate general secretary respectively of the WCC, conferred in Athens with 
Archbishop Hieronymos, Primate of Greece, on June 12 concerning participation of 

the Church of Greece in the Fourth Assembly of the World Council at Uppsala, Sweden. 


On June 14, the Holy Synod of the Greek Church voted to modify its earlier decision 
not to send delegates to the Assembly. It appointed four of the 17 delegates to 
which it was entitled. They are: Prof. Panagiotis Bratsiotis, professor emeritus 

of the University of Athens; Prof. Andreas Theodorou, University of Athens; 

Prof. John Fountoulis, University of Thessalonica; Dr. Constantin Kourkoulas, chief 
editor of the magazine Anaplasis. 


In addition, the participation of three or four youth participants is authorized, 
but their names have not been announced. 


Following the Synod's action Dr. Blake drafted a memorandum which he submitted to 
Archbishop Hieronymos. In it Dr. Blake made four points: 


- "The officers of the World Council of Churches, as well as the Church 
of Sweden, would regret very much the absence (from the Assembly) of 
the Church of Greece, one of the founders of the WCC; 


- "If despite all assurances there should be any indignity to the delega- 
tion of the Church of Greece or to any other delegation, all the WCC 
member churches would stand in complete solidarity with it; 


"Brotherly concern from the basis of the Gospel and proper international 
concern for humanity, rather than unwarranted interference, are basic 
motives for any resolution with regard to any country; 


- "The World Council needs at this stage of the development of the ecumenical 
movement the full theological strength of Orthodoxy to which the Greek 
Church has always had a central place". 

EPS, Geneva 


JAPAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ASSUMES SELF-GOVERNMENT 


(Tokyo) - Lay and clergy delegates from congregations of the Japan Lutheran Church 
took the final steps leading to self-government at the General Conference of the 
2,/27-member Japan Mission of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod held in May. 
The new status will become effective January 1, 1969. 


Thoroughly debated, as the churchmen drew up the new constitution, was the question 
of whether the Japan Lutheran Church was to be considered a "church" or a '"federa- 
tion of congregations", Stressing the unity of the one church of Christ, in the 
preamble to the Constitution, the conference voted to describe the new organization 
of the congregations of the Japan Lutheran Church as a church body basing its authority 
on a delegate conference of clergy and lay representatives of the member congregations. 
A general conference will be held every two years. The Japanese name "Nippon Ruteru 
Kyodan" will be given to the new church, the official English name to be the "Japan 
Lutheran Church", 

EPS, Geneva 
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INTER-ORTHODOX CONFERENCE CALLS FOR 
SECRETARIAT TO PLAN GREAT COUNCIL 


(Geneva) - An Inter-Orthodox Preparatory Commission with its own secretariat is to 
be set up here by the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople to co-ordinate 
preparations for a Holy and Great Council of all Eastern Orthodox churches. 


This was one of the major decisions reached at the week-long conference of 29 rep 
resentatives from 12 of the 14 autocephalous (independent) Orthodox churches held 
at the Orthodox Centre in Chambésy near here. 


According to a communiqué issued June 17, the new commission and secretariat will 
be responsible for organizing preliminary theological work on the six themes set 
for the Great Council by the first pan-Orthodox conference on the Island of Rhodes 
in 1961. 


The themes are: the sources of divine revelation; fuller participation of the lay 
element in Orthodox worship and church life; bringing up-to-date the church's rules 
on fasting; impediments to marriage; problems of the calendar; the concepts of 
"economy" and "exactitude" in the Orthodox Church. 


The meeting in Chambésy was also concerned with dialogue between the Orthodox and 
other Christian communions, and with Orthodox participation in the work of the World 
Council of Churches. 


The participants encouraged "friendly contacts and expressions of brotherly love 
and mutual respect" towards the Roman Catholic Church. But no joint effort by all 
14 churches in relation to the Roman Church was proposed. 


Inter-orthodox commissions which have started conversations with the Anglican com- 
munion and the Old Catholic Church were encouraged to continue their work. Similar 
bodies for dialogue with the non-Chalcedonian churches and with Lutherans should be 
created, the conference declared. 


While ‘commending dialogue with the Lutheran World Federation, the participants 
suggested that the "greater and more conservative"! Lutheran bodies not belonging to 
the Federation should also be included. 


The conference expressed "the general consciousness of the Orthodox Church that it 
constitutes an organic member of the World Council cf Churches, and the firm resolu- 
tion that through all the means at its disposal, theological and other, it contribute 
to the furtherance and success of the whole work of the Council. 


"Appropriate measures" should be taken to this end, both by the Orthodox churches 
and the WCC", the participants resolved. 


Chairman of the Inter-Orthodox Conference was His Eminence Metropolitan Meliton of 
Chalcedon, head of the delegation from the Ecumenical Patriarchate. General Secretary 
was His Eminence Metropolitan Chrysostomos of Myra, also from the Patriarchate. 


Orthodox churches represented were those of Alexandria, Antioch, Jerusalem, Russia, 
Serbia, Rumania, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Greece, Poland, Finland. 


The Church of Georgia (USSR) and the Church of Czechoslovakia were unable to send 


delegates. 
(more) 


No. 22 - 20th June, 1968 6 


Appeal Denied 


An appeal for the establishment of one Orthodox Church in North and South America 
(EPS No. 19) was rejected by representatives, attending the Chambésy meeting. It 
was said that the request could not be included on the agenda since the agenda was 
already full. Also the subject was deemed "inappropriate" for discussion on this 
occasion. : 7 i | 


In response to this action, Metropolitan Philip Saliba, Syrian Orthodox Archbishop 
of New York and All rapt America, said members of the Standing Conference of Ortho- 
dox Bishops in the U.S. "should make a formal protest". 


"Let the Orthodox young people of America, who are so impatient with what they 
regard as the indifference and inaction of eat bishops on the matter of union, 
learn that we are serious in this programme", he said. "Let them know where the 
responsibility lies for the delay". 

EPS, Geneva 


15 ROMAN CATHOLIC DELEGATED OBSERVERS | 
NAMED TO WORLD COUNCIL ASSEMBLY 


(Rome) - Names of 15 Roman Catholics who will represent their church at the Fourth 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Uppsala, Sweden, have been announced 
here. , | 


Appointed by the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity and con- 
firmed by Pope Paul VI, they will be delegated observers at the Assembly with the | 
right to speak at the invitation of the chairman but not to vote, 


The list is as follows: 


Mr. Eric da Costa, former editor of. Eastern Economist, New Delhi,» India; »,the,-Rev. 
Pierre Duprey, the Rev. Jerome Hamer 0.P.5 the Rev. Thomas F. Stransky C.S.P., 

all members of the Secretariat for Christian Unity, Rome; Msgr. Jorge Medina of 

the Catholic University, Santiago, Chile; Miss Rosemary Goldie, associate secretary 
of the Council on the Laity, Rome; the Rev. Emmanuel Lanne 0.S.B., rector of the 
Greek Pontifical College, Rome; the Rev. Bernard F. Law, executive director of 

the Bishops' Committee for Ecumenical and Inter-religious Affairs, Washington; D.C.; 
the Most Rev. Hans Martensen, Bishop of Copenhagen; the Rev. Mother Magdalena 
Morawska, central office for education and mission of the Ursuline Sisters, Rome; 
the Rev. Johannes Schiitte S.V.D., of Wimbern, Germany, former general secretary of 
the Steyler Missionaries; the Rev. P. Jean Tillard 0.P., professor at the Dominican 
Theological Faculty in Ottawa, Canada; Mr. August Vanistendael, secretary general, 
International Co-operation for Socio-Economic Development, Brussels, Belgium; 

Mr. Vittorino Veronese, president, Bank of Rome; Dr. Josef Yakubu, University 
College, Cape Coast, Ghana. . 


In addition to the delegated observers, several Roman Catholics have been invited 

as guests. They include: - Bishop J.G.M. Willebrands, Secretariat for Christian 
Unity; the Rev. Vincenzo Miano S.D.B., Secretariat for Non-believers;. Msgr. Josef 
Gremillion, Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace; Msgr. Charles Moeller, Con- 
gregation for the Doctrine of the’Faith; Msgr. Carlo Bayer, Caritas Internationalis; 
and Hermann Seiler, Ecumenical Commission: for Catholic Doctrine of Stockholm. 


EPS, Geneva 
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RUMANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH APPROVES 
OF DIALOGUE THROUGH WORLD COUNCIL 


(Bucharest) - A statement by the Rumanian Orthodox Church strongly supporting 
the World Council of Churches as a channel for dialogue and cooperation among 
the churches was published here recently. 


The text of the statement, which was read in the Holy Synod during the visit of 
His All Holiness Patriarch Athenagoras on October 9, 1967, has now appeared in 
the Review Biserica Ortodoxa Romina. 


The 13-page statement expresses hesitation with regard to direct conversations 
with the Roman Catholic Church, on the ground that the documents of the Second 
Vatican Council do not give sufficient ground for promising bilateral talks. 
But hope is voiced that such a dialogue may develop in time. 


However, the Orthodox Church approves of contacts between the World Council and 
the Roman Catholic Church. As the Rumanian delegate to the Enugu meeting of the 
Central Committee said, the WCC cannot start a dialogue with the Roman Catholic 
Church on behalf of its member churches without their consent. It can only 
entertain fraternal and friendly relations. But those contacts are useful 
because the Roman Church has shown increasing interest in ecumenical activity 
and has taken an active interest in the WCC. 


The nature of a possible dialogue is suggested by the Rumanian Church when it 
says: "We are of the opinion that a dialogue is possible if it attempts a col- 
laboration in the field of practical Christian action. The ecumenical dialogue 
must not invite other churches into the one church, but it must engage them in 

a fellowship of all churches, and this fellowship is the World Council of Churches 
which the Roman Catholic Church has not yet joined". 


“Collaboration among the churches would have one main purpose: to serve the great 
Christian ideals and aspirations of mankind", says the Holy Synod. ''The Christian 
message to the world would be still more effective if it were supported by all 
the Christian churches together; then there is hope that relations between the 
churches will continue to develop, so as to enable them to move from collaboration 
on practical matters to dialogue aimed at union, For this the Orthodox Church 
of Rumania and the Roman Catholic Church are making constant intercession". 

| EPS, Geneva. 


CATHOLIC PARTICIPATION IN YMCA 
ENDORSED BY CLEVELAND BISHOP 


(Cleveland, Ohio) - Membership in the YMCA and YWCA was approved without quali- 
fication here by Roman Catholic Bishop Clarence G. Issermann and the new 101- 
member diocese Commission for Inter-religious Affairs. Father James Killeen, 
commission chairman, pointed out that the new policy urges laymen to seek employ- 
ment as leaders and counsellors in the "Y" and encourages clergy to co-operate 


with local "Y" branches in improving community standards and the welfare of youth. 
EPS, Geneva 
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SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN, REFORMED 
CONVENTIONS ENDORSE UNION 


(Montreat, North Carolina) - A Plan of Union aimed at creating a new church of 
nearly 1.2 million members was approved by the governing bodies of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S. (Southern), meeting here, and the Reformed Church in America, 
meeting in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 


The Presbyterian General Assembly endorsed the plan by a vote of 406 to 36 after 
30 minutes of discussion. There was not a single dissenting speech. 


The Reformed Church's policy makers debated for three hours before voting 186 
to 103 to adopt the plan, 


Before the union can be completed, the plan must be ratified by three-quarters 
of the presbyteries in the Presbyterian Church and two-thirds of the classes in 
the Reformed. 


If the required number of regional units approve, the General Assembly and the | 
General Synod will make the final decision on the plan next year. Completion of 
the union would come in 1970 in Memphis, Tennessee at the meeting of the General 
Assembly of the new "Presbyterian Reformed Church in America", 


In other actions, the Presbyterian General Assembly: 


- defeated by a vote of 220-200 a resolution that would have placed the 
Presbyterian Church behind the "Solidarity Day" march in Washington, D.C. 
in support of the Poor People's Campaign. After the defeat, some 115 
delegates marched to the speaker's platform to protest the rejection 
of “Solidarity Day" (see Page 10); 


- defeated by a vote of 278-78 a proposal that the church withdraw from 
the Consultation on Church Union in which nine US denominations are 
participating; 


- asked Congress to enact legislation to “effectively control the sale 
and possession of firearms of all kinds"; 


- sustained a preliminary judgment that the Synod of Mississippi had done 
"less than was needed" to correct the abuses which a previous Assembly 
had found to exist within its bounds. Singled out for criticism was 
Central Mississippi Presbytery which, it was said, had deprived some 
churches of their right to call pastors of their own choice. 
EPS, Geneva 


FORMER PRIMATE OF GREECE DIES 


(Athens) - Archbishop Chrysostomos, Orthodox, Primate of Greece and Archbishop of 
Athens from 1962 until he was replaced by the current military régime in May, 
1967, died here on June 9 in hospital. He was 88 years old. 


In 1961 he presided at a Pan-Orthodox Conference on the Island of Rhodes to pre- 
pare for a Pan-Orthodox Council, which would be the first such meeting in 12 
centuries. The capacity for diplomacy he demonstrated there was a factor in his 
selection as Primate of Greece the next year. 

EPS, Geneva 
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FRENCH PHILOSOPHER DEFENDS 
INTER-COMMUNION SERVICE 


(Paris) - Three reasons for his participation in the widely publicised Protestant- 
Roman Catholic inter-communion service held here on Whit Sunday (EPS No. 20) are 
given by the Protestant philosopher Paul Ricoeur in an article appearing in the 
June 8 issue of Reforme, a Protestant weekly published in Paris. 


"During the May revolution", he writes, "we had lived side by side for a whole 
month with students and workers; it was they who bridged the gulf between our 
theologies and our ecclesiologies, A true community was formed among us before 
we celebrated communion together; it was the crowning act. 


"The liturgy at this concelebration was not a new one in any respect. Therefore 
there is no reason to say a new sect was being formed. The whole effect was to 
link each celebrant to his own church, 


"Tt may be objected that the price paid was a heavy one: was it advisable to 
scandalise the people in the churches? In my opinion this is the most serious 
objection. However, it carried less weight than our concern to present an act 
which those outside could understand - those who do not attend our churches 
because our slowness has killed their hopes, and because our very obedience is 

a stumbling-block to them. In our view, the token we have given them is worth 

the pain inflicted on those within the Church - for they too are God's people". 

EPS, Geneva 


JESUIT WILL PROVIDE LIAISON 
BETWEEN NCC, CATHOLIC BISHOPS 


(New York) - A liaison between the National Council of Churches (USA) and the US 
Catholic Bishops' Conference has been established here to co-ordinate the social 
action work of the two agencies. 


Father David Bowman, a Jesuit priest who is assistant director of the NCC Faith 
and Order Department, will also serve as associate for ecumenical relations in 

the NCC Social Justice Department here. He will spend about two-thirds of his 

time in the new office while continuing in his Faith and Order post. 


In his new assignment, Father Bowman will be working closely with the Social 
Action Department of the US Catholic Conference. 


Commenting on the appointment, Father John McCarthy, assistant director of the 
USCC Social Action Department, said: "Many social action programmes of the 
National Council of Churches have counterparts in Roman Catholic efforts, and 
Father Bowman's assistance will be extremely helpful in seeing that the efforts 
of these two bodies do not overlap, but rather coalesce to achieve a maximum of 


religious influence on society". 
EPS, Geneva 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA READMITS GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH 


(Prague) - During the past week the Czech Government has authorized the Greek 
Catholic Church of Czechoslovakia to resume its activities. The Church was dis- 
solved in 1950 and placed under the jurisdiction of the Orthodox Church. Its 
bishop formerly had his See in Presov (Slovakia) . 


EPS, Geneva 
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RELIGIOUS AGENCIES BACK 
"SOLIDARITY DAY' MARCH 


(New York) - Spokesmen for Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jewish agencies have 
affirmed their endorsement of the support march for the Poor People's Campaign 
scheduled for June 19 in Washington, D.C. 


Expressions of continuing support for the march called "Solidarity Day" came from 
Dr. Charles S. Spivey, Jr., director of the "Crisis in the Nation" programme of 

the National Council of Churches; Rabbi Henry Siegman, executive vice-president of 
the Synagogue Council of America; and Father John McCarthy, assistant director of 
the Social Action Department of the U.S. Catholic Conference. 


A number of Protestant denominations have endorsed the march and called on their 
members to participate. 


In a series of guidelines released by Sterling Tucker, national co-ordinator of 
the march, Americans were asked to take part if they "are in agreement with the 
philosophy and tactics of non-violence and support progress through democratic means 


and inter-racial teamwork". 
i EPS, Geneva 


TWO BAPTIST GROUPS IN KOREA RE-UNITE 


(Seoul) - Two Baptist groups in Korea, both related to the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention (USA), have re-united after being separated for nine years. On June 3 the 
reconstituted Baptist Convention in Korea issued a statement declaring it was 
severing its relations with the International Council of Christian Churches. The 
reason given was that the ICCC had systematically attempted to disrupt the process 
of reunion. The statement was signed by the moderator of the Convention, the Rev. 
Yong-Hae Kim. 

EPS, Geneva 


AUSTRALIAN THEOLOGIANS URGE 
CATHOLIC-PROTESTANT STUDY 


(Sydney) - A major conference of theologians, sponsored jointly by the Australian 
Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church, called on Catholics and Protestants 
to get together more often for prayer, discussions and joint Bible study. 


The 22 theologians at the conference also cleared the way for acceptance by the 
Catholic Church of the baptisms administered by most Protestant churches in Australia. 
In the past, the Catholic Church has usually insisted on conditional re-baptism of 
Protestant converts. 


At a press conference, Archbishop Guildford Young of Hobart, Tasmania, Catholic co- 
chairman of the conference, said the discussions disproved the idea that "there is 
a big gulf between the Catholic and the Protestant on the Bible". Both traditions 
accept the Bible as "the norm we must constantly be measuring our life and witness 
against", he said. 


Anglican Archbishop. Frank Woods of Melbourne, the other co-chairman, reported, that 
the former lack of common theological studies "is beginning to be overcome’ in the 
seminaries. Three Jesuits are presently preparing for examinations at the Melbourne 
College of Divinity, an Anglican institution. 

EPS, Geneva 
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140 CHRISTIANS ISSUE 
COMMENT ON INTER-COMMUNION 


(Paris) - Participation by 61 Protestants and Roman Catholics in an inter-communion 
service on Whit Sunday (EPS No. 20) has been termed a challenge to theologians and 
church leaders. 


Some 140 priests, pastors and lay Christians have signed a statement published 
here in which they view the gesture as a call to church officials to see that 
barriers preventing free access to the Gospel are destroyed. 


Although some Christians labelled the gesture premature, those signing the state- 
ment said public opinion carried more weight than the anxious fears of some church- 
goers. 


Among the signatories were Father Chenu, Pastor André Dumas and Pastor Louis Simon. 
EPS, Geneva 


TWO PRIESTS ADMITTED TO SOUTH SUDAN 
ON PROTESTANT COUNCIL'S RECOMMENDATION 


(Nairobi) - The Government of Sudan has given two Roman Catholic priests permission 
to enter the Sudan on the recommendation of the All Africa Conference of Churches 
(AACC), a regional body composed of 78 Protestant churches and Christian councils 
in 27 countries. 


The Rev. Barnabas Temu and the Rev. Mark Riwa left here June 13 to take up teaching 
appointments in a theological college at Malakal in the Upper Nile Province. 


Following a goodwill mission to Sudan conducted by the AACC in December 1966, the 
Sudanese Government declared that it would consider applications for admission 
from missionaries from Africa provided they had the AACC’s recommendation. 


All. missionaries in Southern Sudan were expelled in 1962, and the goodwill mission 
discovered that leadership of the churches needed considerable strengthening. 


The priests stayed overnight in Nairobi and were seen off at the airport by His 
Excellency M. Mirghani, Sudanese Ambassador to Kenya; Archbishop Pierluigi 
Sartorelli, Apostolic Pro-nuncio; and Mr. and Mrs. S.H. Amissah, Mr. Amissah 


- is general secretary of AACC. EPS, Geneva 


TWO JAPANESE MISSIONARIES 
AID CRISIS IN U.S. CITIES 


(Tokyo) - Responding to a U.S. request for missionaries, two Japanese left Haneda 
June 8 to report for assignment in metropolitan areas of America. 


The two persons being sent by the United Church of Christ in Japan are Mrs. Umeko 
Kagawa Momii and Rev. Akira Nishihara. Mrs. Momii is director of The Pillar of 
Cloud Foundation, which continues the work begun by Toyohiko Kagawa, and a member 
of the Commission on Ecumenical Ministries of the United Church. Mr. Nishihara is 
assistant pastor of Shimanouchi Church, Osaka. They will spend four months in 
the programme of Joint Response to the Crisis in the Nation, sponsored by the 
Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations of the United Presbyterian Church 


(EPS No. 17). 
EPS, Geneva 
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EAST GERMAN BISHOPS AWAIT 
VISAS TO ATTEND ASSEMBLY 


(Geneva) - Several Christians from the German Democratic Republic who were to 
have participated in the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 
Sweden have been refused exit visas 3 by their government. Thus they will be unable 
to attend. 


As of June 19, Bishop Gottfried Noth of Dresden and Bishop Friedrich-Wilhelm 
Krummacher of Greifswald were still awaiting word as to whether they would be 
allowed to leave East Germany. Both are delegates to the Assembly. 


Altogether 19 participants have been granted visas (not including press representa- 
tives). Among them are several prominent delegates: Bishop Niklos Beste of Schwerin, 
Dr. Gerhard Brennecke of Berlin, Dr. Ulrich von Briick of Radebeul near Dresden, and 
Superintendent Gunter Jacob of Cottbus. Also fraternal delegate Oberkirchenrat 
Walter Pabst of Berlin. 


Several advisers invited to the Assembly by the WCC were refused visas, including 
Dr. August Kimme of Leipzig, Dr. Ulrich Ktihn of Leipzig, Pastor Otto Schréder of 
Parchim and Dr. Martin Seils of Naumburg. Youth delegates refused visas were 
Ludwig Ruthenberg of Frankfurt/Oder and Jiirgen Schmidt of Rochlitz, Saxony. 

EPS, Geneva 


STATE MUST PROVIDE BOOKS 
FOR ALL CHILDREN, COURT RULES 


(Washington) - The controversial 1965 New York law that requires public school 
systems to lend textbooks to students in private and parochial schools was upheld 
by the Supreme Court on June 10. 


The Court ruled in a 6-to-3 decision that the programme benefits students and not 
parochial schools and thus does not constitute state support of religion. 


The New York law directs school districts to lend $15 worth of textbooks each year 
to each pupil in grades seven through 12 in private schools. 


School officials of East Greenbush, a suburb of Albany, and of schools in Rensselaer, 
Columbia and Nassau Counties brought the suit challenging the law. They said it 
forced them to violate the First Amendment. which prohibits any official "establish- 
ment of religion". 


Justice White writing the opinion agreed that it would be unconstitutional for 
the state to purchase religious books but noted that the law forbids this. 


The decision was seen as a clear victory for proponents of public aid to church- 


related education. EPS, Geneva 


CANADIAN BISHOP SAYS UNIONS 'PREMATURE' 


(Toronto) - Anglican Bishop George B. Snell of Toronto told the annual synod that 
plans for merging local Anglican and gectes Church of Canada congregations will be 
discouraged "because they are premature". He said: "I have observed a certain im- 
patience to begin schemes of amalgamation. It is premature to do any uniting between 
congregations before we have a clear picture on the national level". 


EPS, Geneva 
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GERMAN COURT HEARS CHARGE 
AGAINST AMERICAN PASTOR 


(Coblenz, Germany) - The Rev. Robert Brenning, an American employed by the Evange- 
lical Church of Hessen-Nassau to work with students in Mainz, is under suspicion 
of "inciting and helping desertion" and of "subversive activity". 


The first judicial interrogation was held on May 9 by the Petitioning Judge in 
Mainz. Claiming that a pastor must never disclose confidences entrusted to him, 
Mr. Brenning denies the charges. 


The Evangelical Church leaders stated in a letter dated May 24 that Mr. Brenning 
in pursuance of his duties as student pastor is governed by his oath of non- 
disclosure of confidences. Defence counsel is Dr. Walther Ammann of Heidelberg. 
The inspection of records is continuing. 


Mr. Brenning is a minister of the United Church of Christ (USA). 
EPS, Geneva 


UN AGENCY FOR VIETNAM SOUGHT 


(London) — Some 200 delegates to the triennial conference of the International 
Council on Voluntary Agencies held here recently were urged to press for the 
immediate establishment of a United Nations Relief Agency to deal with post-war 
Vietnam. 


The speaker was Dr. Elfan Rees, permanent representative in Europe of the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs. He said: 


"I am grievously disappointed that there is no sign of UN planning. There was a 
special agency to deal with the problems of post-war Korea, and I cannot believe 
their difficulties were greater than the ones Vietnam will have to face", 


EPS, Geneva 


ASIAN STUDENT WORKERS URGE 
ECUMENICAL APPROACH 


(Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia) - Student workers on Asian campuses were urged here to employ 
ecumenical approaches whenever possible in the effort to close a "gulf" between 
student populations and the Church. 


The call for joint Christian activity was a dominant theme at a "Consultation 
on Student Evangelism" held near here, under the sponsorship of the Lutheran 
World Federation Department of World Mission. 


Among the 37 participants were representatives of the World Student Christian 
Federation and the International Fellowship of Evangelical Students. The 
need for serious, scientific research into "the actual situation" among students 


was stressed, as was the need to explore "new, experimental approaches". 
EPS, Geneva 
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PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


Modern music, art, films and exhibitions will play an important part in the Fourth 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Uppsala, July 4-19. They will tell 
what the World Council is doing and focus attention on strategic aspects of con- 
temporary society. The back page of the Assembly handbook (258) reminds partici- 
pants of the dates. | 


The compositions of three Scandinavians will be used in Assembly worship. Per 

Négard (259), a Danish composer, was commissioned to write the processional music 

for the opening service in Uppsala Cathedral. The work, "Ceremonial Music 1968", 

uses four groups of wind instruments which will be sited in the, Cathedral gallery 

and sanctuary. Bengt Hambraeus (260) composed ''Responsorier" in 1964 for the 800th 
anniversary of the archdiocese of Uppsala. A shortened version will be performed 

at’ the close of the opening service. The work uses the great and choir organs, choir, 
tenor soloist and tower bells. Sven-Erik Back (261) has written an anthem on the 
Assembly theme. It will be sung by the Radio Sweden Choir conducted by Eric Ericson. 


In the famed studios of Czech puppet film-maker Trnka, film producer Vaclav Bedrich 
(262) has directed a team of Czech artists producing "Homo Homini", a short animated 
film which will introduce an Assembly discussion on God's work in renewing society. 
The scenario was written by Jan POs (263). It focuses on cybernetics (264). Mrs. 
Prochazka (265) is one of the team of artists who worked on the film. These are 
some of her drawings (266). Her husband, Pavel Prochazka (267) is director of the 
short film "Acceleration" which will provide an epilogue on rapid social change for 
one of the evening presentations. He won first prize at last year's Montreal film 
festival. 


Internationally-known folk singer and composer Pete Seeger (268) will sing at the 
Assembly on July 5 as part of a presentation commenting on contemporary culture and 
man's pretentions. He will also sing at the "cafe chantant" arranged by youth 
delegates. . 


While the Assembly will take place at Uppsala, about 70 kilometers north of Stock- 
holm, Sweden's capital will be the site of a number of special displays and gather- 
ings. The simplified map of Stockholm's centre (269) shows the location of a special 
exhibition on church architecture, 1; a WCC exhibit at Stockholm Terrassen, 2; and 
the site of a special service of worship on July 14, 3. 


Paul Solbjerghd¢dj (270) is a noted Danish film producer and cameraman who worked on 
production of the film "One Out of Many", directed and produced by John Taylor. 

This film, which is being used in the Stockholm exhibition, is the first comprehen- 
sive film study of the WCC and is currently being released to churches and TV around 
the world. 


Sister Mary Corita (271), a Roman Catholic nun, artist and chairman of the art depart- 
ment, Immaculate Heart College in Los Angeles, California, has designed a special ~ 
serigraph on the Assembly theme, "Behold, I make all things new". It will be dis- 
played at the Assembly exhibition in Uppsala. She and her students produced more 

than 100 special panels (272, 273, 274), which will also be seen in this exhibition 

at the Vedala Nations, Uppsala. 


All photos are available from the WCC, 150 route de Ferney, Geneva, at a cost of 
$1,255 20 /<d 3° Gwe Frees. 403) DMO . 
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Which Side Are You On 
Darling Corey 
Where Have All the Flowers Gone 

Turn! Turn! Turn! 
Abi Yoyo 
Guarttanamera. 
The Bells of Rhymney 
Living in the Country 
We Shall Overcome 
Little Boxes 
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OF NEWS ITEMS ISSUED IN ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 
JANUARY - JUNE, 1968 


In order to enable readers to locate EPS stories more easily the index provides 
a cross-reference in two categories. 


These are: I -. ‘geographical and organizational; 
II - substance 


The sub-divisions of each category are arranged alphabetically and stories are 
listed in chronological order according to the number of the issue in which each 
appeared. In some instances stories are listed under more than one of the sub- 
divisions of each category. "In Brief" items are not listed. 


CATEGORY I: GEOGRAPHICAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL 


Continents and Regions 

Countries 

Ecumenical, International and Regional Christian Bodies 
World Confessional Bodies 

World Council of Churches 

Ecumenical Patriarchate 


Roman Catholic Church 
CATEGORY II: SUBSTANCE 


Anti-Semitism 

Assemblies and Rallies 

Atheism 

Brotherhoods and Communities 

Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes 

Church Buildings and Architecture 

Church Discipline 

Church-State Relations (see also Religious Liberty) 
Church Union Negotiations 

Confessional and Denominational Life and Structure 
Confessionalism 

Conscientious Objectors and Military Exemption 
Economic Development 

Education (general, Christian) 


Ethics (personal, professional, social) 


EPS Index/January-June, 1968 


Evangelism 
Family Life 
Festivals and Anniversaries 
General (Photo Oikoumene) 
Information (press, broadcasting, film, photography) 
Inter-Church aid (see also Refugees) 
Inter-Confessional Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 
Inter-Faith Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 
_ International Affairs, War and Peace 
Laity © | 
Literature and Publications 
Liturgy and Forms of Worship 
Marxism 
Ministry 
Missions (home and foreign) 
Mixed Marriages 
Non-Christian Religions 
Orthodox Churches 
Personal Liberty, Morality 
Personalities (appointments, distinctions, obituaries, etc.) 
Race Relations 
Refugees, Migrants and Relief 
Religious Liberty 
Repentance Actions and Reconciliation 
Sacraments 
Social, Political and Legal Problems, and Christian Action 
Social Service 
Statistics 
Syncretism 
Theology (in general and items not covered elsewhere) 
Women and Children 


Youth and Students 
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CATEGORY I: Geographical and organizational 


Continents and Regions 
AFRICA 


East African committee drafts catechism as step towards unity 
African family life conference makes recommendations. 
AACC lists $979,637 worth of new projects . 


e e . . ° e e 


AACC Assembly scheduled for Abidjan in September 169, Fund rite dbtea 


Africa Church/Society meeting debates use of force ........ 
Growing market for Christian books claimed by African publishers. . 
"Wide open invitation" issued. to AACC Assembly in 1969 ... 
Rural development workers form East Africa fellowship .... 


ASTA 


Asian Christian Service, commended) .°s so.) od a oo. 
Fellowship Of least ‘coin allocates;aramtans hik ......+.e seve +e cos 


Japanese, U.S. Christians to probe issues of security, development 
WSCF Asia committee recognized as agency for university work ... 


Christian Literature Fund votes aid to Pacific area der dbien oh te! es 
Asian student workers urge ecumenical. approach 9.644 ss ecenenele 
EUROPE 


Europe's churches study implications of tourism... ... . .:« 6 «s 
Church of England favours membership in European church body... . 
European church conference shows concern for peace. .....ee-. 
Churches committee on migrants initiates study of Moselle/Saar area 
British M.P. to head European study group on peace ........ 
Tutzing group plans continuation of Lutheran/Reformed conversations 
Effect of Vatican II is mixed, Lutheran minorities report .....«.. 
“Enable migrants to form own structures, church consultation urges . 
Plight of Europe's migrants examined at ecumenical conference ... 


LATIN AMERICA 


Latin America's tensions require theological analysis, Castro holds 
Latin American young people outline study/action strategy ..... 
Latin America SCM leaders hold 10-day conference in Panama .... 
Latin America's problems challenge the churches . .......+6-. 
Latin American Lutherans urged into social arena . .. «+++ +s. 


MIDDLE EAST 


Pope holds out for special status for Holy Places .... «6... 
World Council, Vatican loan :funds.ta,Copts nation . ««-« «+6 «ee 
British council of churches issues pamphlet on Middle East .... 
Radio Voice of. Gospel begins testing’ in Far East ......4... 
Canadian contribution to Mideast refugee situation outlined .... 
Churches to buy more tents for Middle East refugees . . 4 « +: «+ 


DICARWS committee approves increased relief programmes, staff changes 


Nations of the Arab League close Christian schools ........ 
French Protestant leader brings gloomy report from Near East. ... 
Arab cause stated in. letter of missionaries in Lebanon... .... 
Arab officials. deny closing of.Christian schools .......4. 


PACIFIC OCEAN AREA 


Gilbert Islands church faces economic crisis. .....e+-+.«# ees» 
Gilbert Islands church active in Pacific conference .... «+s «>» 


Christian Literature Fund votes aid to Pacific area .....« « + «+. 
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Countries 


ALBANTA 
Albania annuls all laws on church-state relations ... . s@ Se% Q98 499 


ANGOLA 
Two churches order withdrawal of missionaries in Angola. ....... 
Southern Baptists sending first missionaries to Angola ... .. +... 


AUSTRIA 
Austrian Lutheran bishop announces, retirement .. .... ss soe. ee 


AUSTRALTA 
Australian council of churches approves proposal to end war. ....e.-. 
Australian churches launch special Vietnam appeal . ......-.-.-« es 
Christian-Marxist’ dialogue begins in Sydney, Australia .......e.e. 
Australian council names three to direct relief, world service ..... 
Australian theologians urge Catholic Protestant study .9. 2.0. °.°) Jo... 


BOTSWANA 
WCC leader expresses sorrow at Dr. Z.K. Matthews’ death .. sosiscsepeneo’ 


BRAZIL 
WCC grant helps Brazil's churches map aid to vanishing Indians ..... 


BULGARTA 
WCC ‘delegation confers with Bulgarian Orthodox, three non-member churches 


BURMA . 
WCC issues appeal to aid Burmese cyclone victims 9.9. 9.5. O90 5. 9WOD 29% 


CANADA 
Two CanadPant churches, Witenes co .. de ia ini ict.» GULMIAEE AS «Ot ce Jo. 6 oe onic 
Committee on inter-communion approved in Canadian talks .......e.+.-. 
YMCA tates ew WOLlLd SeLVice CHLOLT "ssc Gs te 6) 6 coke eee es eee 
Canadian contribution to Mideast refugee situation outlined ....... 
WCC staff member to head Canadian council of churches ...... .‘eleit 
Canadian churches plan ecumenical conference on poverty . ... 9. 2. ws 
World poverty discussed by Canadian, churchmen). 6:0. 6) ee) so eitey ee 
Canadian bishop says ginions ,'prematurero. vate-(el Silom erabeel M2 solranhk 


CHILE 

Chilean Methodists ste “autonomous status «©. . . ee ss ee ee 6 tl ee Se 
COLOMBTA 

Colombian official delays visas for Protestants seeking entry ...... 
COSTA RICA 

Two more Latin American churches, request independence ... wes). se eee 
CUBA 

Autonomous Methodist church formed in Cuba . . . 1.1 se se we ew ww 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Czech government urged to restore religious liberty 1 ....s9. ss .0.08). 
Czech Baptists ask pastors' reinstatement). . 9.0. 2 sos 0b ele Foes ee 
Prague peace conference hears Archbishop Michael, Rudi Dutschke ..... 
Director of Czech office on church affairs replaced .. 3% . -,ecs waens 
Prague peace conference acts on Vietnam, Africa, Europe's stability ... 
WARC general secretary reports on Czech churches in new situation... . 
Past ‘discrimination Rit by? CZéen oreierel ice... 2 es ke ee ee ee 
Czech churches’ seek broader rights from new régime ......62e-e-e- 
Czechoslovakia re-admits Greek Catholic church ......-s-e-e-eeeoe 
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DENMARK 
"Mini-Uppsala' announced by Danish SMM... ke ee eee aes 
All Danish churches requested tocollect fund for King's work 


EGYPT 

New Greek Orthodox Patriarch enthroned in Alexandria ........ 
EIRE 

New. Irish hymnal uses. Seeger, Dylan melodies . . i>. snudsxs xOkod 
ETHIOPIA | 

New Bible depot for Ethianss to open next month , sihtit oaths pe siite 
FINLAND 

Finnish ecumenical» body accepts Roman Catholic members... .... 
FRANCE 

Christian presence to be evident at Olympic games .......4.. 

Prench)clergy ‘strike’ over’ closing of mines...» ..'t.5.. 0, 

Joint. message on peace by French Christians hit .........-. 


Critics of WCC overlook churches' réle, French theologian says... 
Theology of transcendence draws fire of young French churchmen .. . 


ReeecerorranesCroup for France. soph: utdcsay wh Wave ta do Wok ated wae 

French Reformed Church urged to revise vocational system ...... 
French church groups issue statements on student protests ..... 
French; Protestant body on violence ... »« oo. »-e1+« swe Pine Be 
French revolt has implications for Church and World ehhh Pete A: 
61 Paris Protestants and Catholics celebrate communion together .. 
Church authorities react to inter-communion in Paris ........ 
Reasons for Paris inter-communion recalled by French philosopher . . 
140 Christians issue comment on inter-communion .......... 

GERMANY 


German Christians issue joint call for "Day of Sharing”. ...... 
Hanover Christians want Parliament to debate U.S. action in Vietnam 
Churches in East Germany denied status as public corporations. ... 
Hanover. church endorses ‘ecumenical’ Lord's Prayer ........e-. 
POOR ACWOentS StUAV In COmmanves oho wey se al a Peat tw 6 es 
German Methodists ask dialogue as part of church service ...... 
Churchmen seek to mediate in Berlin student demonstration ..... 
Both sectors of German church unite in support of development aid . 
Willingness to negotiate would strengthen U.S., Germans say .... 
Christian students in West Germany warn against suppression of SDS . 
WCC General Secretary welcomes German synod Vietnam statements ... 
EKD report says Germany still remains one nation ........446. 
East German bishops petition premier on new constitution ...... 
German laymen can distribute Communion ........4+24+24+4e4s0e-6 
Churches win major point in East German constitution ........ 
Bishop ‘Scharf *séeks ‘tomediate cin iBerbinc’s.0u Pasi ooariege ...0 is ue 
LWF senior editor to head German press service’. 2.2... 2. eee 
"Revolutionary violence’ condemned by German church council .... 
Christians must take political responsibility, German bishops say . 
German Methodist, EUB conferences unite . 2... 6. ee. ee ee 
German "Goure “6hafsesPAméficak pastoEo., Bop Bidlug. Nigeria... ..c,ecaue 
East German bishops await visas to attend Assembly ......... 
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GREECE 


Greek. synod to arraign bishops; new law invoked .. ..0.0.5. 
Mandatory payment for special rites abolished in Greece .. . 
Bishop declines election to diocese in Greece. ........ 


e 


German archbishop gives personal grounds as reason for investigation 


WCC executive committee authorizes Blake visit to Greece ... 
Athens priests end duty in Greece's remote areas ....... 
Greek Orthodox tribunal deposes metropolitan . ........ 
Athens theological faculty terms special tribunal "uncanonical" 
Greek Church withdraws delegates to Uppsala ........-. 
Primate regrets Greek Church's refusal to attend WCC Assembly. 
WCC will seek reversal of Uppsala boycott. ........2e-. 
Dr. Blake re-affirms intention to visit Greece before Uppsala 
Greek draft constitution retains same provisions on religion . 


Greek bishop pioneers social service projects .......2.-s«-e-eees 
Hamburg chaplains: appeal..to, Greek: PramaLes> iui Uabusdie © » gas be ee a 
Greek church modifies decision, will send delegates to Uppsala ..... 


HONG KONG 


Distinguished Chinese Christian, leader in IMC, dies ... .....% 6 


HUNGARY 


Sentence pronounced on three Hungarian churchmen .........+ee-e 


Hungarian 
Faith and 
Hungarian 
Hungarian 

staffer 
Hungarian 


INDIA 


Reformed churches take strict attitude on mixed marriages .. 
Order delegation visits Hungarian churches ........ee 
churchmen regret omission of Vietnam from WCC peace statement 
pastors know European thought, overlook Catholic changes, WCC 


notes ° e e e e e & e ° e e ° e e e e e ° e e e e e e e e e e 


churches study Uppeara, themes «sc es ee cs. es oe a el ge 


Indian’ state’ bans’ foreéed' Gongerrions 3” bee a Ree 8 tb 4 be hote ae % 
Indian SCM supports national development, names new secretary ..... 


Church of 
Catholic, 


Qualified missionaries allowed in India despite policy of 'Indianization 


South India acts on religious freedom, marriage, laity .... 
Protestant seminaries urge native liturgy in India ...... 


New Indian agency combines national council departments ........ 
New literatire Centra for intigen <". so  e e e e e ke 8 ees 


INDONESIA 


Christian-Moslem tension on increase in Indonesia .. ...+.. ese e 
Indonesian seminaries start crash programme . . . . . 6 6 © © ee ees 
Sumatra church to commission eleven missionaries . ... «se «se + ee. 


ISRAEL 
Rights of all must be upheld by Palestine, WSCF conference states ... 
Israel to pay war damage compensation to churches. . ......ee«e- 
ITALY 


"Spirit. of community" marks Rome's week of prayer observances ..... 
Waldensian seminary allows students to use hall... 2... 2... 6 ee + © 
Italian journal questions WCC assumptions on development .......-. 
Students in Rome want dialogue with church . . 2.9. 22 2 20 6 8 eee 


JAPAN 


Peace conference for Asia proposed by NCC of Japan. ......seee-+- 
Church's mission to industrial workers engages Japanese conferees ... 
Japanese, U.S. Christians to probe issues of security, development ... 
Christian matrimonial sgente conser) si ehudsas ils ohiems he llar atone -Eny 
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JAPAN (continued) 
Japanese Christians hold military force no solution in Vietnam 
Head of Japan's Kyodan tours United States... 
Ald rushed to victims of Japanese quake , 


JORDON 
Jordanians protest shelling of refugee camps . 
Churches to buy more tents for Middle East refugees 


KENYA 
Kenya's Methodists condemn! casinos . . 


KOREA 
Korean week of prayer service ......., ig WRN air ee MAD a 
Common translation of Old Testament into Korean ..... 
One Korean student movement suggested by consultation . . 
Two Baptist groups in Korea re-unite......... 


MALAWI 
Witnesses, deported to Zambia, are sent back to Malawi . 


Anglicans, Presbyterians join fo build Malawi chapel ....... 


MALAYSTA 

Autonomous church for Methodists in Malaysia, Singapore nears ... 
MEXICO 

Sener feet Lerreat held in Mexico , os eos oc ee Us Tete el yt ete: 

DOMPUreeran Church OLsanizeg’ iti MEXTCO, fo. ea ce et heed Ort erU, 
NETHERLANDS 


Second Dutch church reaches agreement on baptism........ee-e 
Dutch Protestants launch co-operative inter-church aid drive ..... 


Provisional guides on mixed marriage issued by Dutch Roman Catholic bishops 


Churches in Holland to form new ecumenical council ....... 5. « 
Dutch ecumenical action produces. $7 million for mission, diaconate . . 
Dutch Old Catholics relax regulations on mixed marriages ...... 

Dutch student group will practice inter-communion .......... 
Dutch church formalizes relations with Roman Catholics ........ 


NIGERIA 

Presbyterian world body asks prayer for peace in Nigeria ....... 
BOGeC eUvOTR UGLIVGL BUDULLGS ye gs 6 eo a ee a Et ete tere fatale 
WCC executive committee urges mediation in Nigeria .......... 
Nigerian cnorcies welgm! Lamily TLLe COUNCIO™ *. ca ete ea ete ate eG 
Common appeal for peace in Nigeria by the Roman Catholic Church and th 

eee Somer Onl hiearcmes ss ee ek bee ae ek Se ea 8 ee ge 
Srrheavi dhurdhvier oniimisdidnftosNigeridi fed facs wasye ss 6 see es 
DICARWS committee approves increased relief programmes, staff changes 
British churchmen urge negotiation following Nigeria visits ..... 
Nigerian Government introduces security checks on missionaries .... 
WCC delegates deliver aid to victims in Biafra war zone ....... 
WCC sends aid to war victims on both sides of Nigeria conflict .... 
CCIA’ offieers indicate stppert for. Nigerdastalks..pup stewie 6 es 0 6 os 
Three. Lutheran medical, aids killed in Biafra... « «0. 8 «0,8 0 0 ¢ 
Five Biafran youth groups ask Britain to stop aiding Nigeria ..... 
CCIA officer asks measures to aid victims of Nigeria/Biafra conflict . 
Christian council gives van, £1,000 to Nigeria Red Cross ....... 


Both sides in Nigeria/Biafra conflict reply to cable from CCIA director 


Special Report: WCC reviews aid to victims of Nigeria war; welcomes 
Soman Catnolie, Rea Cross Co-operation . . s+ «2 se es bp tw eee we 


e e e e e ° . e e e e os e * 
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NORWAY a cre, } 
‘World Council ‘of"¢hurchés nominated for Nobel Peace Prize stan *, 
‘King Olav names hehe new Primate ‘Of Norway _ aR Oost *, 


PAKISTAN 

Plans for SoUMERE Cad church in Pakistan REQRa tes ryt ee ee 
PANAMA | aesguisx ‘fe | m9 3 

Two more Latin American eee ie seenieat ahaieriidenve ot Bh 
PHILIPPINES ; — ON | | 

Philippine bishop dies at 60 cut eemerl shee aebbnniel GM <b on ontel cp.» 
POLAND 

Trial of pastor in Poland adj oumerh? ik. InsmesesT, H10, 10 YQ, 

Poland sentences two Church of Christ eoreerene SUR, ITaMeVvaQn IM 
RHODESIA | 


Rhodesia's apartheid held tougher than South Africa's .... 
Protests mount over fate of, Rhodesian, prisoners pidmas 0% 699% 
Rhodesian Methodists to press church, union discussions, a Sites 
Rhodesian church council asks clemency for prisoners... .. 
Rhodesian churches set target for unity covenant ....... 


ROMANTA 
Ecumenical prospects for Romanian Baptists grow ....... 
SICILY 0 0 = hogan ve 
Ecumenical aid for Sicily earthquake victims ‘received ee ee 
SINGAPORE 


Autonomous church for Methodists in Malaysia, Singapore nears. 


SOUTH “AFRICA - Tas ia 
Dutch Reformed.churches endorse’ ‘interracial’ heart transplant 
Church of Brethren supports credit cut-off for South Africa. 
Joost de Blank, apartheid’ foe%as Capetown archbishop, dies /-. 
Professor Pont accepts conviction, asks reduction of penalty’. 
UN General Assembly calls*for’ halt in’ Southwest African trial. 


roi.) Gh 


i) 
e 


International jurist represents churches in South Africa courtroom 


Sentences given Southwest Africans termed."monstrous travesty of 


WSCF protests South Africa bank relations, withdraws ‘undS a 4 
Appeal court refuses to reduce Professor Pont! Ss penalty oe ye 
South Africa resettlement funds approved by Lutheran world body 
Pont told public apology | would reduce libel CORES tere nt pntom 
South Africa's Liberal Party being forced out of existence + Ye 
South Africa ousts Anglican bishop . . ive pba? atkhater abt 


SPAIN 


Spanish Protestant spokesman ‘denies friction with régime .. . 


SUDAN | 
Christian Islamic leaders hold first meeting in Sudan . iatllip lle 


Spanish Protestant putida in ‘Roman “catholic cemetery . ate o 
Spanish bishops repéat’traditional ‘position ‘on religious liberty 


150 Spanish Protestant: pg ite sn wees HO, AML IO LV, FAW, 0 


e 


1 aw" 


e 


Provincial government aids effort, to restore churches in South Sudan . . 
Two priests admitted to South, Sudan on Protestant council" s recommendation . 
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SWEDEN 


Swedish committee regrets decision... . 
Fate of state church in Sweden debated .... 


SWITZERLAND 


Diy Lh an passes threugh Coneva. cucoencneninene wom nates. «om fees. a6 

WCC pays tribute to Martin Luther King; service of intercession held 
PARRA E RR eee te a load Tésktoarscan “Wbdkas Vk bY ded anbna be cto. 

22 Geneva theological students refuse to be ordained . 


e ° e ° ° e es e ° ° 


THAILAND ' 


Needs of Thai-church workers highlighted at consultation . . 
New Thai constitution assures religious freedom .. 


UNITED KINGDOM 


British version of popular: New Testament.in paperback out. ...... 
Liberal ecumenical guidelines issued for British Catholics ..... 
Prayers for Christian unity unite hundreds throughout Britain ..... 
British Council of Churches issues pamphlet on Middle East .....:. 
Dr. Ramsey defends organic union as goal of Anglican/Methodist talks .... 
Buptegt arepont chagke women inyt bee minast Ly bg jd ce coe see Foam Fy¥ secmecp® bow meebo ua tohop 
Ordination service for use.by Anglicans.and.Methodists.drawn....... 


British Council/Roman Catholic report will outline stumbling blocks to unity 


Archbishop of ,Canterbury attacks, Immigration Bill... ....4..5 sce 0 eee 
Report on Anglican/Presbyterian relations,;issued.. .......)+.« ee see + 
Scottish churches|set study on relations with Catholics .........« «6 «+. 
British churchmen on mission to Nigeria. (6.96 .. 0s 6 6 buen e ee bene pane 
British/U.S. Methodists.move to co-operate more fully ..... «2 .« es 
British churchmen urge negotiation following Nigeria visits. ........... 
Group of British Baptists urges unity moves. ..... se 6 ene 4 0 ew eee 
New British group launches action campaign on world poverty. «........ 
Anglican/Methodist commission gives detailed plan for. merger... .. .«. 
Former Archbishop of Canterbury, Methodist. leader hit union plan ...... 
Implement UNCTAD resolutions, British Catholic. bishops. urge  .. ws s.5.'%. 
First Anglican/Roman Catholic. talks on. mixed marriage held....-. ... ..« 
British council of churches, acts, on, immigrants, race relations. bill....... 
Former missionary starts.fast. protesting church, complacency ........... 
Drive against racialism. enlists Roman Catholic, Communist support .... 
2,000 London Christians in."sign-in';on. race.relations.. 1.0 .:..+ ».% «0. 
Ordination of women approved by,,Church of, Scotland... ...:46 6 «+s ¢ eee 
Srarci pL ocortand pears rrimate-on-Untey-—<- 859hs Braiaocac race Bie aadat 
Methodist ends 14-day fast, takes Anglican Communion «....+)+ «© es 0 es 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Decline in U.S. church attendance halted last year wo... we aw ee es 
Church of Brethren supports credit cut-off for South Africa ...... 
Non-Catholic clergy participate in consecration of Bishop Hurley .... 
Court upholds university course on ‘the Bible as literature’ ....... 
Rene Poe heln sod lcren 10h S0Cl War CLIDtees a a woke ss Ys et Ba eo es 
Small companies in developing nations to be aided by U.S. Methodist loans 
U.S. Roman Catholic bishops warn on threats to the church ....... 
Special Report: First interconfessional U.S, student assembly breaks 
ee ls lel eat am iste iS the is ee Tes Se US Ree ON 
Presbyterians support peace appeal of South Vietnam bishops ....... 
Sacred concert by Ellington fills Episcopal cathedral ........4.. 
U.S, seminary emphasizes anternslips, Seminars «2. sss ete ve ee eas 
Genetic engineering termed an ecumenical issue . .,. . ». «+ e+ +e ee eee 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (continued) 


Religious agencies ask supreme court to bar bias in home sales. .... . 
U.S. dutherang warnet:iof racgkalo.crisis al betel) gente we dadndns ahadae Sn i 
Presbyterians fail to unite liberals and conservatives .......+e.-. 


Three denominations consider common Christian education effort ... .%. . 


Court rules congregation may retain property on leaving denomination . . 

Inner-city projects aided by three U.S. churches’. 2-20) .°. Soy oS 92 be, 
Presbyterian mission board discards geographical basis of organization . . 
Race crisis*leaves U.S.*church?*torn and *bleéding*™? 7) 2", +89 F894 9925 "sysms, 


Methodist board takes $10 million investment portfolio from bank . . . wo .: 


YMCA names new world ‘garyice, chiefse Bovdeitiebd seadvow dowudo~tad? to-as 
U.S. Negro churchmen seek to influence.churches' life.....) ee) enene Snails 
Catho hic stepeaunacedd to1j0in AMAWGAaIDite.s onniea® Aba Sennen deanen 
Quaker »agency esuspends, Vietnam, SCrvice). ngewe pwes 2 6 © 0 8 ae eer eee § 
U:S: council of*churchés*caitstfor°new roreten poricy- 79° 9 29, BG4ergV eet: 
Seven U.S. religious groups join ‘fairness doctrine" case 22° 29.20". 
NCC *boatd ‘appéal8*to* both Sides in Wares ee a wee, BE IS h IO 194 S75] 
Riot panel's report sparks action by three denominations . ...0.00 >. 0%. 
Two Lutheran groups endorse anti-poverty campaign goals. 2.0.0. 2 fo. 
Methodist board would relax prohibitions on smoking, drinking . 202°. 3°. 
U.S. Catholic’ bishops encouraged to better relations with YWCA .°. J°. 2". 
British/U.S. Methodists move to co-operate more fully .°. 2. .°0%s) 084 
Further’ study’ of inter-communion asked in Lutheran/Catholic talks’ Jo... 
U.S: clergy/laity disagree on halt to Vietnam bombing .).).°. 2005.99 J9% 
Joint mission projects growing among U.S. churches seeking union’. . .°.°. 
Pentecostal evangelist to become Methodist . .0. S0.0. 0 SO. sO oe 8 
"General'’ church membership suggested by NCC executive .. 3.0.0. woe bee 
Draft’ constitution for uniting churches in U.S. South by '69° 2° ov Lo oa. 
Episcopal’ church re-organizes to meet changing conditions. . .¢.0.'5 .°.% 
Need to’ re-think old mission patterns stressed.) 2° .0s98) OYUN oe. 
NCC’ names‘ planned* parenthood’ director’? 2) 82" 4.8 .MQeRe tigage sg eqngn {oN \GsQi4 
Poor people's’ Campaien will begin* on® Apr11°2 9: {UCT gsgsy TOL qe gngiy FoR 
Methodist~EUB union cemented in Dallas .o.) 0.0. 02° A 088d We ome. 
Agency gives $278,004 for community organization . 3.5. WovO. Sea. 8 
Spanish-American problems overlooked, Lutherans told woo. wo. 20 No wo 
U.S. conference of WCC hears present, past’ general secretaries Jo.°. 0 wo" 
United Methodist Church starts reconciliation fund, backs union plan. .°. 
Missionaries to U.S. sought by American Presbyterians “%). wio. TONee 8 
Roman Catholics in Minnesota permitted to join YMCA/YWCA oTQMQW,. IQ GOLIRAL 
Churches aid poor’ people's march «> X44? .9@ Qoqmaar ye qaqen Qagiqegs,.ig tox 
Black Lutheran clergy plan to combat racism in church .0.°.). 1.905.045 80% 
Methodist board would accept Roman Catholics as miSSionarieS.. 6 .ee0+ « 
American Orthodox churches to seek administrative unity... . « «© «:+ «++ 
United Presbyterians: act on, usbans crisis.) ViIEENaM .». «sue sasdenen ata 
State council of churches.names Catholic priest .to full-time post ..... 
Attempt on life of U.S..Senator draws comment from Dr. Blake .......... 
Catholic membership in national councils now being discussed ......... 
U.S..consultation on church union names general secretary, drafting group. 
World's religious leaders. mourn Senator Kennedy, deplore violence .... 
State must. provide books, for all children, court rules 2.0 ..6 «6 6 + e,epese 
Two Japanese missionaries ‘aid Crisis” 1N” UsSecLtl@S sss «0 ++ es me ce neusecss 
Southern Presbyterian, Reformed conventions endorse union .... + ««,.. 
Religious agencies back }'Solidarity. Day": march; $4 «sss ¢ omy 0.) Up enleale Ab Ls 
Catholic participation in YMCA endorsed by Cleveland bishop ....... 
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U.sS.S.R. 
Russian Patriarch asks Greece's primate to speak out on prisoners ..... 1 
Number of dissident Russian Baptists said to be declining ....... 
Russian archpriest requests asylum in Switzerland ..........s... 10 
WCC delegates to anniversary of Moscow Patriarchate named .........« 18 
200 churches represented at Moscow church celebration ........«.«.«.« 20 


VIETNAM 
Possibility of Vietnam negotiations prompts CCIA letter to U.S. President . 1 
Hanover Christians want, parliament to debate U.S. action in Vietnam... . 2 
Churches share in field hospitals for North Vietnam ......... 2 
Presbyterians support peace appeal of South Vietnam bishops ........ 2 
Five American missionaries slain in South Vietnam. .........4.2e. 5 
Hungarian churchmen regret omission of Vietnam from WCC peace statement .. 6 
WCC asks $500,000 to enlarge ecumenical aid in Vietnam .......... 6 
Missionary alliance evacuates 93 from South Vietnam ..........4... 6 
Vietnam resolution voted by EACC assembly... .. 0... we we ww we 6 
Churches in four countries lead outpouring of relief for Vietnam ..... 7 
Australian council of churches approves proposal to end war ........ 8 
Quaker agency,suspends; Vietnam: service 918%! ROR) 6 S9499F 295 BASE 282 es og 
NCC board appeals, to both sides, in waxisiip,.2Arke del, 0. PRE do tY OF, RORBSES Di og 
WCC General Secretary welcomes German synod Vietnam statements ...... 9 
Day of Prayer .heldasmoSaicomiad mot, Al LoOuvG9 ARPQt leg G4 Ate rQcmed Qf LOR le 9 
Australian churches launch special Vietnam appeal ............-. (10 
U.S. clergy/laity disagree on halt to Vietnam bombing ........... 11 
Japanese Christians hold military force no solution in Vietnam ...... 12 
CCIA officer expresses appreciation for Johnson's "forward step", urges 
gerarmative Hanol resnonse. .... «.>dns) anton thod) seeoresetneoe bi teu te alee 
Hope for just Vietnam settlement voiced in CCIA letter to Paris negotiators 17 
United Presbyterians act on urban crisis, Vietnam . . . .. 2. s. eee ee. 19 
Un agence for Vaetnam sought. .1.. + p.snentn*eanatare ahamectiowoh wtinemmos £822 


YUGOSLAVIA 
Formation of Yugoslav ecumenical council spurred by visit of WCC group .. 9 
Yugoslav ecumenical council names executive committee ........... 13 


ZAMBIA 
Witnesses, deported to Zambia, are sent. back to Malawi. .... 6 ©» 2. «2s. 4 


Ecumenical, International and Regional Christian Bodies 


Priorities for 1968 set by United Bible Societies . .. 2... 2. 2 2. ewe 
Religious agencies ask supreme court to bar bias in home sales ...... 
Peace conference for Asia proposed by NCC of Japan ...... 2.22 eo « 
Christian faith can bridge man's divisions, WCC leader tells EACC assembly. 
EACC..aggenb1lz.Opeieiit? Sheet atest NE SGaew 8 5 8 som fe 8 we wks we te 
Churches need 'frontiers-men' Asian leader tells assembly ......... 
Two laymen elected to EACC leadership . ..... +e ee e+ eee ee ee ee 
Industrial missions termed normal part of church life ........+2+e-e 
Greater emphasis on marriage counselling urged by Asiams ......24.s+.-s 
Next. steps for EACC mapped by assembly . 2.2. s+ 2 «© © © © © © © we we we we 
Higher education study planned by EACC .. 2. 1 ee ee ee ew ee ee ww 
Vietnam resolution voted by EACC assembly . . . 2. 2. 2 2 ee © © © ww wee 
Nearly $1 million given to aid refugees, Near East council learns ..... 
Church of England favours membership in European church body ....... 
Australian council of churches approves proposal to end war ......e.. 
Finnish Ecumenical body accepts Roman Catholic members .......+-+. +5 
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Ecumenical, International and Regional Christian Bodies (continued) 


AACC lists $979637 worth of new i aia ht og eda ws salle» ner & t-te" 
Japanese, U.S. Christians to probe issues of security, development. .... «.« 
U.S. council of churches calls for new foreign policy « . . 6 esene 0s 
South Africa resettlement funds approved by Lutheran world body ..... .% 
European church conference shows concern for peace ......e-. 
Latin America's problems challenge the churches . ........2..22.2 
Personnel for Saigon refugee centre sought 2. ee S¢ 
AACC assembly scheduled for Abidjan in September '69, fund drive voted .. 
Africa Church/Society meeting debates use of force’ 2... J. 2.0. 0. 
Prague peace conference hears Archbishop Michael, Rudi Dutschke ...... 
Brittsh M.P. to head European study group on peace .°. . . 2... ee ew 
Yugoslav. ecumenical council names executive committee ........es-. 
Prague peace conference acts on Vietnam, Africa, Europe's stability ... . 
Family life seminar for French-speaking Africa set for August ... 4... 
"Wide open invitation" issued to AACC assembly in 1969. Oe 
Australian council names three to direct relief, world service ...... 
Hungarian churches. study Uppsala themes: sow. se 
United Bible Societies, Vatican issue guidelines on translations  ....% 
Aid rushed to victims of Japanese, quakews ni .eabbe e204 ci .e4e299® 989° 44 
Refugee work on Saigon's outskirts suspended ..0. 2 wpe oN. Vee. 
Catholic membership in national councils now being discussed) ...°. 2°. 4 
Two priests admitted to South Sudan on Protestant council's recommendation 
Jesuit will provide liaison between NCC, Catholic bishops .). ) we. 67s 


World Confessional. bodies 


Role of world. confessional bodies in union negotiations studied ....... 
Danish theologian examines Uppsala Assembly theme .... .. «2 «© ees 
Plans +fer-LWE+as sénib hg seetorr ree ve tar, We erent CET og 6 sn tees seme ek 
35 community development projects approved by LWF . .......« «eo « 
New member churches raise WARC total to 109 .......« « «© © « siewe 
Presbyterian world body asks prayer for peace in Nigeria 0.93 2.8 Jou 
Church of England favours membership in European church body «2.9.95 . 9. 8). 
Catholic..bishops wieli dutherans)succesefuP meet es .’ .” .' .” 2” 6” os ss 
WARC general secretary reports on Czech churches in new situation ..... 
LWF senior editor to head German press service. .°. . . 2. 2... «ee ee 
Effect of Vatican II is mixed, Lutheran minorities report .......e.e. 
Latin American Lutherans,.urged into ;social ,arena. hac. leno lendcrra ntl.’ fo [03s 


World Council of Churches 


Possibility of Vietnam negotiations prompts CCIA letter to U.S. President .. 
Preparatory documents for 4th Assembly printed; wide discussion sought’. . 
WCC's programme of joint action for mission has new director . . sw . 
Wife of former general secretary dies... « «6 «© 0 © ele 0 + whee @ ells 
Bristol Faith and Order reports, minutes issued in book form . 2...» © 
Joint appointment announced by WCC/Roman. Catholic Church . . 2... % sia. 
WCC door is open to Roman Catholic Church but time is not ripe, experts 
ABree . 1. wg 8c st te cs oe ts ob helineies ee ee Oke «On ARSE oak 
Observers for UN trade conference named). 04 oe piep oy oo oe So SO OSES 
World Council of Churches nominated for Nobel Peace Prize .0. s:.:.9%8 woes 
Hungarian churchmen regret omission of Vietnam from WCC peace statement. .\. 
Faith and Order delegation visits. Hungarian churches. .s°0. se 9s/s0d f0.030% 
WCC executive committee authorizes.Blake, visit to Greece. ssse Us .os)s 
"Imperatives for Uppsala"..sketched by: Renewal editor: «0s). so.ceeod woe 
WCC consultation on theological issues in church/society set for Zagorsk . 
Delegation from Christian peace conference visits World Council of Churches 
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World Council of Churches (continued) 


Special Article: "The Ecumenical Movement Needs its Second Wind"... ; 
American woman appointed to executive post with World Council of Churches 
Christian medical commission named by WCC Executive Committee . 
WCC Executive Committee urges mediation in ER a Oe AE Aid a 
WCC relationship with Roman Church needs clarifying, executive body told, 
Critics of WCC overlook churches’ role, French theologian says 
WCC General Secretary welcomes German synod Vietnam statements 
Theology of transcendence draws fire of young French churchmen .... . 
Correction to: "WCC relationship with Roman Church needs clarifying, 
executive body told" (EPS No. 8)... 0 oe BROZBLIISS {85+ Pormog 
Formation of wg jeer ion ecumenical council stead by visit of WCC group. 
Programme for WCC'’s Zagorsk consultation announced ......«. « « «-«.. 10 
Greek Church withdraws delegates to Uppsala . ... 2. 210 « «we ee ee 10 
Common appeal for peace in Nigeria by the Roman Catholic Church and 
COeeWOFLanCétncy] PofnChurchesAvc. . 2... kkk kk 
Seer sreviwnNscrtyogtebay activieieebiy os. 8 tl. See ee 
International economists to participate in World Council/Roman Catholic 
Conference. VP ese fodiks Matsiye VOPowSecal Sowilebiug Isoiasawoa. lsvediN2 
Zagorsk meeting draws theological. memoranda for Uppsala Assembly)... . 12 
Dr. Blake re-affirms intention to visit Greece before Uppsala... ..05. 12 
Africa Church/Society meeting debates use of force ss. ss ee eee we 12 
DICARWS committee approves increased relief programmes, staff changes . . 12 
CCIA officer expresses appreciation for Johnson's "forward step", urges 
affirmative tHangi responses aways? “koiowmmoe-zsaci alfeas Isdoktt2o. nandse13 
WCC delegates deliver aid to victims in Biafra-war zone... ss 8. ee 13 
FAO zrectortyisiteywoces ..9. weer ansscitey Yat eekeséecessetec. cateews. owtl3 
Special Report: Marxist-Christian dialogue J. sibs woe eee we ee e 13 
WCC pays tribute to Martin Luther King; service of intercession held 
S7pGathear alt 740e5" fod vd 7487S" a hese Abapeds ragelk Pater ei daaotielex VOWS 
WCC opens Martin Luther King Memorial Fund . 2. 6 2.06 8 ee ee 6 ee ew ve 14 
WCC sends aid to war victims on both sides of) Nigeria conflict ..... 14 
Mobilization of moral forces stressed at Beirut first session... ..... 15 
Message from WCC officers to Beirut conference 44 . 6. 8 6 66 ee ee 15 
Christian-Marxist dialogue in Geneva 6 2. eo8 h wee eee we wee 8 ee 15 
Message sent by WCC leaders to Teheran human rights conference ..... 15 
WCC's M.L. King memorial fund now stands at .$82,940 .... 6.060. ee e 6 « 15 
Text of WCC Presidents’ and officers’ message to Teheran human rights 
conference namo \ftomrod bleoW mi-o¢eginiduece of etetmomoose lenoisneve tellS 
Beirut conference draws up development strategy for church consideration. 16 
U.S. conference of WCC hears present, past general secretaries ..... 16 
WCC/Roman Catholic service agencies explore possibility of collaboration. 16 
Liturgical developments discussed at joint WCC/Roman Catholic session . . 16 
WCC Presidents issue 1968 Pentecost Message 2.0. . ee ee 8 ee ee we ee 17 
‘WCC delegation confers with Bulgarian, Orthodox, three non-member churches 17 
WCC leader expresses sorrow at Dr. Z.K. Matthews' death ..... . . . «6 6. 17 
Joint Working Group notes gains in ecumenical relations .......... 18 
WCC grant helps Brazil's churches map aid to vanishing Indians ..... 18 
WCC delegates to anniversary of Moscow Patriarchate mamed ...... +... 18 
CCIA officer asks measures to aid victims of Nigeria/Biafra conflict . . 19 
WCC/Roman Catholic committee plans regional development conferences ... 19 
French revolt has implications for Church and World Council .......19 
WCC issues appeal to aid Burmese cyclone victims... . 6. 2 ee 6 eee « 19 
WCC. leader voices, shock at: Drw-F TY Sol LIMESS pratye ne epee deccer as dereer * fefoeijmt20 
WCC official probes. youth's role in changing society . « «+. + + + «+ 20 
Attempt. on life of U.S. Senator draws comment from Dr. Blake... .. . 20 


©U WOOO On 


EPS Index/January-June, 1968 


14 


World Council of Churches (continued) 


Memorial service for Dr. Fry held at Ecumenical Centre........-e-s 
Both sides in Nigeria/Biafra conflict reply to cable from CCIA director 
New staff named for WCC Youth Department, Ecumenical Institute ..... 
Special Report: WCC reviews aid to victims of Nigeria war; welcomes 
Roman Catholic, Red Cross co-operation. ... Ae “a he eae lag 
All churches asked to pray for WCC Fourth eee te ORR PRIN Re AA 
Gréek Church modifies decision, will send delegates to Uppsala. .... 
Rumanian Orthodox Church approves of dialogue through World Council... 


Ecumenical Patriarchate 


Inter-Orthodoxmeeting planned’ near Geneva. see. oe oo ee oe 8 
Inter-Orthodox conference opens near Geneva ......+. ++ © «© « « @ 
 Inter-Orthodox conference calls for secretariat to plan Great Council 


Roman Catholic Church 


Pope Paul accepts resignation of Cardinal Ottaviani .. 2.0.0. 2 oe. 0. 
Liberal ecumenical guidelines issued for British Catholics . . 2.9. °% 
U.S. Roman Catholic bishops warn on threats to the church... ..9.'. 4 
World Council, Vatican loan funds to Copts ...... se we ee se ew 
Pope holds out for special status for Holy Places... 1... eee ts 
Joint appointment announced by WCC/Roman Catholic Church ....... 
Spanish bishops repeat traditional position on religious liberty ... 
Vatican official calls inter-communion 'premature’) so. 00. 2 oy soe. 
Papal .envoys delivertsupphvesiisi0.my gp sory OF. bes, Tevelod, eerpagi go, 
Two .Russian -priests-staying™at: Vatican) «is owes Mee. MARY TAI I TES, 
Vatican delegate to UNCTAD asks reform in exchange of food products. . 
Catholics encouraged ‘to join YM/YWCA units. 2.0. 2 00. wo. Soe 


WCC relationship with Roman: Church needs clarifying, executive body fold 


Correction to: "WCC relationship with Roman Church needs clarifying, 
executive body ‘tePd!« (BBSNeo?: Sy Le 0200, AP gape gny Gey 04, 9E8, ope, 
U.S. Catholic bishops encouraged to better relations with YWCA.... 
Scottish churches set study on relations with Catholics ........ 
Common appeal for peace in Nigeria by the Roman Catholic Church and the 
World -Couné?l'Gf 1CHhGrGHéEsL Ph GS BUS Me FaR9, OF, SFaPRP A. lA, NE FNP, GBRE 
Provisional guides on mixed marriage issued by Dutch Roman Catholic 
bishops ia fem peyede) Pdsg_gsPeapm Bro LOMO OB, FIPAPLBAIS, eYW, 48.3 
International economists to participate in World Council/Roman Catholic 
CONFEPENGE NOD PIANO, TP, VZOPRIIF PN PMGopSysp GU, SSID, 3papIetpoD gu, 
German laymen can distribute Communion . . 1... 1. 0 6 we ee ew we 
Pope says encyclical is often misunderstood . . . 2... «© 6 ee + © @ 
Catholic bishops wish Lutherans successful meet... . 2... 2 1 ee © e 
Vatican delegates welcome UNCTAD action on preferences . ..... + 
Mobilization of moral forces stressed at Beirut first session ..... 
Message -of Pope :Paul'-VE*to "*Brerué"confererite =. YOSE°S S958 ide? F9P8?+. 


CONNDADNDUPHENNNH FP 


erga 


Bierut conference draws up development strategy for church consideration, 16 
WCC/Roman Catholic service agencies explore possibility of collaboration. 16 
Liturgical developments discussed at joint WCC/Roman Catholic session . . 16 


Joint Working Group notes gains in ecumenical relations ........ 
WCC/Roman Catholic committee plans regional development conferences . . 
United Bible Societies, Vatican issue guidelines on translations. ... 
15 Roman Catholic delegated observers named to World Council Assembly . 
Catholic participation in YMCA endorsed by Cleveland bishop ...... 
Jesuit will provide liaison between NCC, Catholic bishops ....... 
Two priests admitted to South Sudan on Protestant council's recommenda- 
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CATEGORY II: Substance 


Assemblies and Rallies 


Preparatory documents for 4th Assembly printed; wide discussion sought . 


Danish theologian’ examines Uppsala Assembly theme . 
Plans for LWF assembly. set 


e e e ° e e wo e « 


e 


Christian faith can bridge man's diivslstai WCC we aetalh tells EACC assembly. 


Special Report: -Uppsala: - Next Stage on the Ecumenical Road 
EACC. assembly vy in Thailand . “alee! 7 Y 
Churches need 'frontiers-men', Asian eater a haw bity 
Two laymen. elected: to EACC leadership ‘ 
Industrial. missions termed: normal part Of Late life ‘ PUR glade, 
Greater emphasis on marriage counselling urged by Asians .... 
Christian broadcasters to debate church use of mass media . 
Next. steps for EACC mapped by assembly... . 

Higher education study planned by EACC 3 ae 8 8 4 
Vietnam resolution: voted by EACC assembly V0. Ve ee ee 
"Mini-Uppsala'- announced by Danish SCM . . f oo Oe ed 
"Imperatives for Uppsala" sketched by Renewal aidege- a oe Ff 
Joint laity meeting considers section drafts for Uppsala : . 

Greek Orthodox archdiocese plans convention in Athens ... 2°. . 4, 
President of Zambia will speak at World Council Fourth Assembly. . . 
Greek Church withdraws delegates to Uppsala... . Sed ¢ ee 
Primate regrets Greek church's refusal to attend WCC IB dehhES oun "heeee 
WCG will seek reversal’ of Uppsala” boycott’. 27.8. 28 em ee, 
Swedish committee regrets decision .. . tom Fat ie 2 ae : 
Zagorsk meeting draws theological hensen de Por Uppsala Aa Lcastg® . 8 
Dr. Blake re-affirms intention to visit Greece before Uppsala... . 


AACC ‘Assembly scheduled for Abidjan in September ‘69, fund drive voted 


Message sent by WCC leaders to Teheran human rights conference .. . 

Text of WCC Presidents’ and officers" message to Teheran human rights 
Conferences): . 7207280" "948 Pathe sree eee See TS OR fe 

Effect of Vatican II is mixed, “PAERGEER minorities report .... 

WCC leader expresses sorrow at Dr. Z:K. Matthews’ death ...°. .. 


Asian Methodist replaces M.L. King as World Council Assembly preacher . 


Special programme planned for Assembly visitors ........+s-s 
Ordination ‘of women approved by Church of Scotland ......... 


e e 


° ° ° 


Modern art, music, films*will bring world close for WCC Assembly partici- 


DEMRSASENLEEGAn At sCantertare. -MathodLat ‘lasdaa Bre dntan alana’ = 
"Wide open invitation" issued to AACC assembly in 1969 ....... 
Uppsala youth delegates to hold pre~Assembly yard “perc eek Bee ot et 
Hungarian churches ‘study Uppsala themes ..... ‘ind *iaatetads & 
CharébaefiSentiand.bears,.Primate.on,wupity . . . 2 se 0.28 te ee et 
East German bishops await visas to attend Assembly -.. 2.9.4. ee 
All churches asked to pray for.WCC Fourth Assembly 5... f6 scene verde ene 
U.K. representative at UN, American writer added to Uppsala speakers! 
Greek Church modifies decision, will..send delegates to Uppsala.....«.. 
15, Roman Catholic delegated observers named to World Council Assembly 


Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes 
Liberal ecumenical guidelines issued for British Catholics.» «0+. 
Spanish Protestant buried in Roman Catholic cemetery .......- 
Anglican/Roman Catholic group outlines "faith we share" ......- 
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Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes (continued) 
Prayers for Christian unity unite hundreds throughout Britain . 
Joint message on peace by French Christians hit ....... 6. 
Joint appointment announced by WCC/Roman Catholic Church . 2. «25% % 


WCC door is open to Roman Catholic, Church but. time is not ripe, experts 


agree... Peer ter esi At ere le a ahs TW 
German Roman catholic peat ordains mgla nan Pe teat conditionally .. 
Vatican official calls, inter-communion ‘premature’... .... 0./. s%% 
Korean week of ‘prayer service’... “%. “-) PR tii ad ak sabe wid 
"Spirit of community" marks, Rome's, week of prayer observances».*\ &o« 
Hanover church endorses ‘ecumenical' Lord's Prayer.) .14)% «) .besaobo. 
Second Dutch church reaches, agreement on baptism...» ... 55% soeleeim. 


British Council/Roman Catholic report will outline stumbling,.blocks,to.unity 


Catholics encouraged to join YM/YWCA units. ......4.% -a%6%eR5bSe 
Special Article: "The Ecumenical Movement Needs its babonn Wind" .:. 


WCC relationship with Roman Church needs clarifying, executive body.told 


Finnish ecumenical body accepts Roman Catholic members 4... .0) sims 
Critics of WCC overlook churches’ role, French theologian.says...'./. 
Correction to: "WCC relationship with Roman Church needs. clarifying, 

executive body told... (BPS No. Gag te fe ih tee 
Plans for ecumenical church in, Pakistan. proceed... s.... «nsss5eneumne 
Joint mission projects. growing. among U.S., churches seeking. union... ». 
"General' church membership suggested. by NCC executive... +s esi 46 
Group of British Baptists, urges: unity Moves. .ia+«nlieueds seed. 23915 
First Anglican/Roman Catholic talks on.mixed marriage held.....0.. ws 


Joint Working Group notes gains in ecumenical ..relations...... «ss. 


Anglicans, Presbyterians join. to build Malawi chapel, ..;. «0% ene 4s 
State council of churches names Catholic. priest to full time.post.... 
Methodist. board would; accept Roman Catholics as missionaries..... .-. 
Dutch church formalizes.relations.with, Roman Catholics «..6 #4 «4.4. 
WCC official probes. youth's :role.in changing society... ¢.«.«). 0+ % 
61 Paris Protestants and Catholics celebrate Communion together . ... 
United Bible Societies, Vatican issue guidelines on translations..... 
Church. of Scotland hears,.Brimate. on.unityy.no. «ede enesan® ssbeevere* 
200 churches represented at Moscow.church celebration... .:..« « «5 
Dutch student group will practice inter-communion 2. «6 6 6 ee cens 
Catholic membership in national councils now being discussed... .«.. 
Church authorities react.to inter-communion in Paris... .:. « e,» » 
Romanian Orthodox Church approves of dialogue through World Council . 
Reasons for Paris inter-communion. recalled.by French philosopher... 
140 Christians issue comment on. inter-communion 4 5.56 0 600 eas pins 
Asian student workers urge ecumenical approach .« 6 o)6 6.0.6 eo jeu ie 


Church Buildings and Architecture 


Pope holds out ‘for special status for Holy Places... 1. ss. 2 ss 
Plans for ecumenical church in Pakistan proceed’.°. .:. 2... se ee 
Anglicans, Presbyterians join to build Malawi chapel ........ 
Israel to pay war damage compensation to churches... .. +... 


Church Discipline 


Methodist board would relax prohibitions on smoking, drinking .... 
Former missionary starts fast protesting church complacency... . . 
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Church-State Relations 


Court upholds university course on 'the Bible as literature’. 
Sentence pronounced on/ three Hungarian churchmen 
didzanrstatesbans forceds) rer d,-bu. fed Geaacyaan ook sua ateibedtoN i.8. 
Albania annuls all laws on church-state relations .... totuds .5ndT 
Churches in East Germany denied status as public corporations 
Number of dissident Russian Baptists said to be declining»:s% dosudo. 
Colombian official delays visas for Protestants seeking entry 
East German bishops petition premier on new constitution ...4... 
Greek draft constitution retains same provisions on religion 
Director of Czech office on church affairs replacedsusas .iaiudQ getod 
Provincial Government aids effort to restore churches in South Sudan 
Churches win major point in East German constitution . 

Spanish Protestant spokesman denies friction with régime 
Czech churches seek broader rights from new régime ......... 
Past discrimination hit by Czech official ....... 
Poland sentences two Church of Christ workers ........ 
New Thai constitution assures religious freedom .......4.. 
150 Spanish Protestant congregations register .... sss eee ws 
German court charges;American: pastor .insecoleuesl Lenolisn.etrocque & 


e ° e e e e e 


Two priests admitted to South Sudan on Protestant council's recommendation. 


Czechoslovakia re-admits Greek Catholic church. .... 1... see 
East German bishops await visas to attend Assembly ...... 5.6% 


Church Union Negotiations 


Committee on inter-communion approved in Canadian talks .'...... 
peeleundian Charcnes Uni bee Spree eer. Ma hecs BEE CU PURUO esl ese 
Role of world confessional bodies in union negotiations studied... 
East African committee drafts catechism as step towards unity .... 
Dr. Ramsey defends organic union as goal of Anglican/Methodist talks 
Ordination service for use by Anglicans and Methodist drawn ..... 
fee Methooists bebks autonomous Statue. +.2 6) so cls.s ee, eee 
Report on Anglican-Presbyterian relations issued ........e..-. 
Rhodesian Methodists to press church union discussions ....... 
Draft constitution for uniting churches in U.S. sought by '69.... 
Anglican/Methodist commission gives detailed plan for merger .... 
Rhodesian churches set target for unity covenant ......+.+e4e-s 
Methodist-EUB union cemented in Dallas. ........2424+24+e42e4ee8-8 
Former Archbishop of Canterbury, Methodist leader hit union plan . . 
Missionaries to U.S. sought by American Presbyterians ........ 
German Methodist, EUB conferences unite . ......+..+-e+ eee 


U.S. consultation on church union names general secretary, drafting group 


Canadian bishép*says imions*'préemature’ . 2 2 fee ee ee eee 
Southern Presbyterian, Reformed conventions endorse union ...... 
Two Baptist groups in Korea re-unite . ..- +++ 2+ e+ eee eee 


Confessional and Denominational Life and Structure 


Ecumenical prospects for Romanian Baptists grow . « . se 4 «© ee es 
Autonomous church for Methodists in Malaysia, Singapore nears... . 
Presbyterians fail to unite liberals and conservatives ....... 
Court rules congregation may retain property on leaving denomination 
Church of South India acts on religious freedom, marriage, laity .. 


Presbyterian mission board discards geographical basis of organization 


Catholic, Protestant seminaries urge native liturgy in India .... 


U.S. Negro churchmen seek to influence churches’ life... . ++ ees 
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Confessional and Denominational Life and Structure (continued) 


Autonomous Methodist church formed in Cuba ......... 2.4.2.0 
Athens theological faculty terms special tribunal "uncanonical" ..... 
British/U.S. Methodists move to co-operate more fully ........ 
Needs of Thai church workers highlighted at consultation ...... 
Two more Latin American churches request independence ........ 
Episcopal church re-organizes to meet changing conditions ........ 
Fate of. state. churehtinisweden Gepated! oy mgm Fee LY, EVAL SY ABLOLALO BELO 
Black Lutheran clergy plan to combat racism in church .......... 
New. Lutheran churchoorganized Gino MexicoP Smear eye, I AO? ABP. 
Japan Lutheran Church assumes self-government .)... . 2.0... 6 ew ee 
Southern Presbyterian, Reformed conventions endorse union .......0% 


Conscientious Objectors and Military Exemption 


Yalé,¢haplaiatindieted. tor anti-war Clforie oot 6 uke te es ee 


Economic Development 


Small companies in developing nations to be aided by U.S. Methodist loans 
Indian SCM supports national development, names new secretary... ...% 
Observers for UN trade conference named . 2...) 6 we we ee ee 
Vatican delegate to UNCTAD asks reform in exchange of food products ... 
"Imperatives for Uppsala" sketched by Renewal editor .......4..-. 
Co-ordination of youth efforts for development planned ......... 
Both sectors of German church unite in support of development aid... . 
President of Zambia will speak at World Council Fourth Assembly ...... 
Japanese, U.S. Christians to probe issues of security, development... 
World Bank president discusses development problems at UNCTAD . .... .. 
Correction to: "Co-ordination of youth efforts for development planned" 
CEPS' NO. |G) a 2 ab atten RIE ak eee RO ao kh a ee Re oleae 
SASP reviews its! globaleacrivl eles p32 ae 2 SOGAGE nee od ote ox beck ol ahh been 
Canadian churches plan ecumenical conference on poverty . .. . + +6 ««- 
International economists to participate in World Council/Roman Catholic 
conference: os os a ET on ot pres ne ween Rinks see int tien panied ie 
FAO“ director! Visi Ge ywaG tote tae © es We Bee clk Metele LOM ius ah. ob ton. oe. bee ntaleeeciie ial a 
New British group launches action campaign on world poverty ......-. 
Pope says encyclical is often misunderstood . . ... « 2 6 « © «© © « « ene 
Vatican delegates welcome UNCTAD action on preferences . . 2 « se 2.6 
Mobilization of moral forces stressed at Beirut first session ...... 
Message from WCC officers to Beirut conference. . . .. ..+. ++ «eee 
Message of Pope Paul VI to’ Beirut conrerence op ona: 0) a) otpenr etch OE eee 
Beirut conference draws up development strategy for church consideration 
Gilbert [Sldnds church faces. ECODOMIC CRUSE Gy isk ceil ie cee le rien aie 
Implement UNCTAD resolutions, British Catholic bishops urge ....... 
Statement of the Beirut conference on world co-operation for development. 
Former missionary starts fast protesting church complacency ....... 
Rural development workers form East Africa fellowship... ....+.s 
Italian journal questions WCC assumptions on development ........ 
WCC/Roman Catholic committee plans regional development conferences ... 
Gilbert Islands church active in Pacific conference’. ..9. . 2. 8 6 200% 
World poverty discussed by Canadian churchmen ........4..0868-2 
Methodist ends 14-day fast, takes Anglican Communion .......... 
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Education 


U.S. seminary emphasizes internships, seminars ......% 
Three denominations consider. common Christian education effort 
Higher education study planned by EACC . wwe sae ee as 
Indonesian seminaries start crash programme. ..... 4. s 
Nations of the Arab League close Christian schools. ..... 
French Reformed Church urged to revise vocational system .. 
Arab officials deny closing of. Christian schools. ...-..%. 
State must provide books! for all children, court rules .... 


Ethics’ 
Genetic engineering termed an ecumenical issue. ....... 


‘Christian communicator must insist on right use of mass media 
Kenya's Methodists,.condemn-casines: ; : s 3 f°o-2%s2 28, OC Ors 


Evangelism. 
Christian presence to be evident at Olympic games ....... 
Infiten state pans’ TOrced cConVersbensS.. oirnnencweneshernt Cectom 


Family Life 
African family life conference makes recommendations. .... 
Greater emphasis on marriage counselling urged by Asians .. 
Christian matrimonial agents" -confer . 7 RPP. Pe ee ee oe eae 
Nigerian churches weigh family life council ......... 
NCC ‘ttames ‘planned parenthood director .........+4.e.. 
Family life seminar for French-speaking Africa set for August 


Festivals and Anniversaries 


Dr.. Blake to help dedicate Coptic cathedral on anniversary of 
ee YOUU», * Seer te en ae se ce te «eee eee ee 
WCC. Presidents issue 1968 Pentecost Message .......e.. 
200. churches represented at Moscow church celebration... . 
Delegates to Coptic Church celebration named ........ 


General 


Ecumenical Calendar... pis con icy om thee ent re Phere oi Pokse) “ar 
Photo Oikoumene No... 
Photo Oikoumene No. 
Photo Oikoumene No. 
Photo Oikoumene No. 
Photo Oikoumene No. 
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Information 


Christian broadcasters._to debate church use of mass media. . 
Christian communicator must insist. on right use of mass media 
Radio Voice of Gospel begins. testing in. Far East 4. « ee es 
Seven U.S. religious groups join ‘fairness doctrine’ case... 


Modern art, music, films will bring world close for WCC Assembly 


participants . e e ° s . e ° * . e e e e e e . o e 2 e a 
Christian broadcasters convene this month in Norway ..... 
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Inter-church Aid 


Asian, Christ Lan) Sérvicehcommendedte ye tue es se ee we Ube Ue el 
German Christians issue’ joint call for "day of sharing". ........ 
Ecumenical aid for Sicily earthquake victims received ........6. 5 
Churches share in. field hospitals for North Vietnam .......4.246-e. 
World Council, Vatican loan: funds to Copts CPowmeevrwne «¢ ¢ 4 4 ¢ #88 
35 community development projects approved by LWF .......e.e.e-. 
WCC asks $500,000. to enlarge ecumenical aid in Vietnam ......+246e- 
Nearly $1 million given to aid refugees, Near East council learns... . 
Papal envoysudeliveb supphiesd in. Mexia. Pees ee CoRR 2 eee 8 
Churches in four countries lead outpouring of relief for Vietnam... . 
Churches to buy more tents for Middle East refugees .. 2. wnsveoe une . 
Dutch Protestants launch co-operative inter-church aid drive>smowos os. 
SASP reviews 1its«global :activities’.'.°W), sdenceus-naobnes-e2aibedsoM ¢ 
DICARWS committee approves increased relief programmes, staff changes . 
Dutch ecumenical action produces $7 million for mission, diaconate ... 
WCC opens Martin Luther King Memorial Fund . .......4+-+-e-ce-cee 
All Danish churches requested to collect fund for King's work ..... 
WCC's M.L. King memorial fund now’stands at $82,940 ......0.2.~. 
WCC/Roman Catholic service agencies explore possibility of collaboration 
WCC grant helps Brazil's churches map aid to vanishing Indians ....-% 
WCC issues appeal to aid Burmese cyclone victims . . «6 6 # se ve site! « 
Australian council names three to direct relief, world service»... « . 
Aid rushed to victims of Japanese quake . 6 4... «© 6 6 (e ere) lef tenis fee fe 
Refugee work on Saigon's outskirts suspended. 9. 6.06 eee eee palo. Os 


Catholic, Red Cross: co-operattant..44 Sisi eacpae ead oro “eee tse ott i 


Inter-Confessional Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 


Anglican/Roman Catholic group outlines "faith we share" .. 0, « [eps em 
Role of world confessional bodies in union negotiations studied. . ws» 
Inter-faith retreat held in MeX1CO wou. pescah ciceyeasepotl O Ie > pipobrs 
U.S. Catholic bishops encouraged to better relations with YWCA 9% Boro ™ 
Further study of inter-communion asked. in Lutheran/Catholic talks) . .. 
Churches in Holland to form new ecumenical council .........2... 
Joint Working "Group FOr France ie mea eae) gale. gl teteeeEa «ee at Re 
Tutzing group plans continuation of Lutheran/Reformed conversations . . 
First Anglican/Roman Catholic talks on mixed’ marriage held ....... 
Disciples/Roman Catholic’ talks propose limited sharing of Eucharist .. 
Roman Catholics in Minnesota permitted to join YMCA/YWCA........ 
Methodist board would accept Roman Catholics as missionaries ...... 
World poverty discussed by’ Canadian churchmen... .... +... ee. 
Australian theologians urge Catholic-Protestant study ......e.e. 


Inter-Faith Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 
Non-Catholic clergy participate in consecration of Bishop Hurley... . 
Christian-Moslem tension on increase in Indonesia .......-.-e+-e-. 
Christian Islamic leaders hold first meeting in Sudan ......... 
Religious agencies back "Solidarity Day" march ........2+-e eee 


International Affairs, War andi Peace 


Special Report: WCC reviews aid to victims of Nigeria war; welcomes Roman 


Possibility of Vietnam negotiations prompts CCIA letter to U.S. President. 


Hanover Christians want parliament to debate U.S. action in Vietnam .. 
Churches share in field hospitals for North Vietnam ......+.-e+.-s 
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International Affairs, War and Peace (continued) 


Presbyterians support peace appeal of South Vietnam bishops . 
Joint message on peace by French Christians. hit .. 
Peace conference for Asia proposed by NCC of. Japan 
Five American missionaries slain in South Vietnam... 9.0. we ee we ee 
Hungarian churchmen regret omission of Vietnam from WCC peace statement 
WCC asks $500,000 to enlarge ecumenical aid in Vietnam. 
Missionary alliance evacuates 93 from South Vietnam . 
Vietnam resolution voted by EACC assembly .... 
Jordanians protest shelling of refugee camps. on QLALOW, Or aot, Bae KX 
Delegation from Christian peace conference visits World Council of 
ee ee ee ee ee fe ee eos es me Suh cd 
Willingness to negotiate would strengthen U.S., Germans say... . 
‘Churches: in four countries lead outpouring of relief for Vietnam 
WCC Executive Committee urges mediation in Nigeria .......2..e2-+-ee- 
Japanese, U.S. Christians to probe issues of security, development .... 
°U.S.- council: of churches: calls for new foreign policy... ... +. ++. 
Australian council of churches approves proposal to end war .....+.-s-s 
Quaker agency suspends Vietnam service ......246+6+2+.+00e-seccees Ge 
NCC board appeals to both sides injwaris ib «csi tebrdo<talwraM. .3%0G9H (sins 
‘WCC General Secretary welcomes German synod Vietnam statements ...5.94 . 
World Bank President discusses development, problems at UNCTAD wi. so. 4 5 
Bey erpreayemmheld inisaigonjop for Fi prop Pag wey Piyeptors ya eee eG 
Australian churches launch special Vietnam appeal ........66 6 esis l 
Common appeal for peace in Nigeria by the Roman Catholic Church and 
the World Council of Churches ....... OU 8. fond bn dnt F ter end taht 
U.S. clergy/laity disagree on halt to Vietnam beatae oo 4.2 fd fed Df dn inee 
WPereLenraborchmentOwmmiesion tO Nigeria «op ei. ue se 6 6 ee 6 og t deg gis AE 
Japanese’ Christians hold military force no solution in Vietnam, ...... 12 
CCIA officer expresses appreciation for Johnson's "forward step", urges 
mi iksypmebhivecHanditresponsesageypsiip . sc ce Re 
-Text of WCC Presidents’ and officers’ message to Teheran human rights 
conferentée;spop fi ye) Pes Wewts iV Wives Wi WE .2oPs sa0Ree ia “GAs Proms .ovrTS 
CCIA officers indicate support. for Nigeria talks ....08 se. eevee ee 17 
Hope for just Vietnam settlement voiced in CCIA letter to Paris negotiators 17 
Three Lutheran medical aids killed in Biafra... 2. 10.06 we we se we ee 18 
Arab cause stated in letter of.missionaries in Lebanon 2.6 . «6 ese w ¢ . 18 
Five Biafran youth groups ask Britain to stop aiding Nigeria... .... 18 
United Presbyterians act on urban crisis, Vietnam . 2.0. 6 6 ee ee ee ee 19 
Refugee work on Saigon's outskirts suspended 1). 6 sss ee ee ee ee 21 
Both sides in Nigeria/Biafra conflict reply to cable from CCIA director . « 21 
UN agency for Vietnam sought. «© 6 6 sie 6 eee ee we ee we wwe wes 22 
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Laity 
Industrial missions termed normal part of church life . ... 2. ee eww 5 
‘Two laymen .elected,to EACC leadership sous eos soe ee ew eee wees 5 
German laymen can distribute Communion: . oe.) e568 woe Bee ee we eee 12 


Literature and Publications 


British version of popular New Testament in paperback out... «++ +e«s-s 
Preparatory documents for 4th Assembly printed; wide discussion sought. . 
Court upholds university course on ‘the Bible as literature’. . swe « « 
British council of churches issues pamphlet on Middle East «.. 1. ss ee 
Bristol Faith and Order reports, minutes issued in book form... . +++ -s 
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Literature and Publications (continued) 


Joint laity meeting considers section drafts for Uppsala ..... 
Common translation of Old Testament into Korean ........4.. 
New Bible depot for Ethiopia to open next month .......... 
New literature centne for, Jadot, G3u0c Os Beese Sve e ee eee 
‘Growing market for Christian books claimed by African publishers . 
Christian Literature Fund votes aid to Pacific area ........ 
United Bible Societies, Vatican issue guidelines on translations . 


Liturgy and Forms of Worship 


Sacred concert by Ellington fills Episcopal cathedral ....... 
German Methodists ask dialogue as part of church service ..... 
Hanover church endorses ‘ecumenical’ Lord's Prayer .. . . «.« 
Day of ‘Prayer. held’ (ini Satipory 3 i. Gap 1. +." ai tobneb tndins’ coeeeep aohb4 tend * oO P 


Liturgical developments discussed at joint WCC/Roman Catholic, session ... . 


New Irish hymnal uses Seeger, Dylan melodies ...... 4... 6% 


Marxism 


Special Report;:, . Marxist-Chrastian, dialogues, 9PRFe, 890° 04 21805 
Christian-Marxist dialogue begins in Sydney, Australia ...... 
Christian-Marxi st‘ dialopue tin Geneva 247419790 Sacekve th snes 


Ministry 
Baptist report backs women in the ministry «© «6.6 6 6 4 w ehene & 
German Roman Catholic bishop ordains Anglican priest conditionally. 
22 Geneva theological students refuse to be ordained. . ...... 
Ordination of women approved by Church of Scotland ..... ...)4.s58 


Mission 


Industrial missions termed normal part of church life ....... 
Five American missionaries slain in South Vietnam ......ss6. 
Missionary. alliance evacuates 93 from South Vietnam ........ 
Two churches order withdrawal of missionaries in Angola ...... 


e e e ° 


e e e e 


Qualified missionaries allowed in India despite policy of "Indianization" . 


Joint mission projects growing among U.S. churches seeking union . 
Nigerian Government introduces security checks on missionaries §. . 
Southern Baptists sending first missionaries to Angola. ...... 
Need.to re-think old mission patterns stressed ......4+24e+ + 
Missionaries to U.S. sought by American Presbyterians ....... 
Sumatra church to commission eleven missionaries -...... se « 
Two Japanese missionaries aid crisis in U.S. cities ........ 


Mixed Marriages 


Hungarian Reformed churches take strict attitude on mixed marriages 
Provisional guides on mixed marriage issued by Dutch Roman Catholic 
Dutch Old Catholics relax regulations on mixed marriages ..... 
First Anglican/Roman Catholic talks on mixed marriage held .... 


Orthodox Churches 


World Council, ;Vatican*®loan funds ‘to [Copts %P PeyupPo, VFLeTEV ENP BY»; 
Greek synod to arraign bishops; new law invoked ......... 
Mandatory payment for special rites abolished in Greece ...... 


bishops 
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Orthodox Churches (continued) 


Bishop declines election to diocese in Greece . 
Two Russian priests staying at Vatican .. 
UrthouGn ecuuents stddy n° Germanyir gs, Lourch congultarion drees . . 
Greek Orthodox archdiocese plans convention in Athens 
Athens priests end duty in Greece's remote areas 
Greek Orthodox tribunal deposes metropolitan ey a es en 
Russian archpriest requests asylum in Switzerland 
Inter-Orthodox meeting planned near Geneva 


e 2 e e s ° * a ° e ° 


° e . e e e e ° 


Dr. Blake to help dedicate Coptic cathedral on anniversary of St. Mark's 


martyrdom: ayemeaiitg.. go. 240 is9¢2.03 ssemizd,23'go99%0.eeeg doyej1js9 
New Greek Orthodox Patriarch enthroned in Alexandria .. 
American Orthodox churches to seek administrative unity .. 
Inter-Orthodox. conference opens near Geneva ..°) 4. sei 
Delegates to Coptic Church celebration named ....... 
Formers Pramate of,.Greece dies ». .. 0, so .0o.0 «© «+6 «es dite «tt ayo 
Romanian Orthodox Church approves of dialogue through World Council . 
Inter-Orthodox conference calls for secretariat to plan Great Council 


Personalities 


Wife of former generalsecretary dies J) yo oot ee ame 4 
WCC's programme of joint action for mission has new director... 9... 
Yale chaplain indicted for anti-war efforts .. 0. 2. uw... odoe. 
Joost de Blank, apartheid foe as Capetown Archbishop, dies ..... 
Pope Paul accepts resignation of Cardinal Ottaviani ........4 
Austrian Lutheran bishop announces retirement ..... 202. 0s. 2G 
Distinguished Chinese Christian, leader in IMC, dies ........ 
Dr; Lbiam: passes .throagh Genéval iv. 300151935, sop BQl7 IA Gsyoy F199 
Joint appointment announced by WCC/Roman Catholic Church ...... 
Two laymen elected to EACC leadership... 20. 2. Soe e te Cove ee 
YMCA names new.world service chief  .6.0. 2. we we we ee ee 
German archbishop gives personal grounds as reason for investigation 


President of .Zambia will speak at: World Council Fourth Assembly ... . . 
American woman appointed to executive post with World Council of Churches 


Dr. Tracy Strong, noted YMCA pioneer, dies at age of 80 ....... 
Death. of,.BidhepeBel lid swidows .2I3%sigtnms, 7o,e708 esdaquudo. to Lronyoy 
WCC staff member to head Canadian council of churches ......... 
Pentecostal evangelist to become Methodist. . sos .06 we eee eee 


WCC pays tribute to Martin Luther King; service of intercession held in 


: Cathedral s a e e s e e . e . a o oO e e e e * e e ° e e e e . e e . 
WCC opens Martin Luther King Memorial Fund . 2.0. vow. ee eee. 


WCC's M.L. King memorial fund now stands at $82,940. 2... 2... 2. eee 


Head of Japan's Kyodan tours United Statés) .8. 0. 0. soe. een dese 8 
King Olav names Birkeli new Primate of Norway... . 2. 2 6 2 © eo 


Effect of Vatican II is mixed, Lutheran minorities report (Peter Kleperis). 


SOUL Af? sca Wuste Ane l Stan bIBhOe CAPSS A SPUD. ne cu me te te em cette Ws 
WCC leader expresses sorrow at Dr. Z.K. Matthews’ death ....... 
Asian Methodist replaces M.L. King as World Council Assembly preacher 
Former missionary starts fast protesting church complacency ..... 
WCC leader voices shock at Dr. Fry's illness... 1... ee « ee 0 
Attempt on life of U.S. Senator draws comment from Dr. Blake .... 
Memorial service for Dr. Fry held at Ecumenical Centre ....... 
World's religious leaders mourn Senator Kennedy, deplore violence . . 
Methodist ends 14-day fast, takes Anglican Communion ........ 
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Personalities (continued) 


New staff named for WCC Youth Department, Ecumenical Institute .. 
Bhs ipnime<bishon Aligatat Ae ots ee ee or ee 
U.S. consultation on’ church union names general secretary, drafting 
UK representative at UN, American writer added to Uppsala speakers' 
Pormer<Pritate* of Greebe gies a tel o> wie tee | a oe gern 


Personal Liberty, Morality 


Sentence. pronounced: on three; Hungarian churchmen) .0253 398 G05 .0) 
Russian Patriarch asks Greece's Primate to. speak out.on prisoners 4 
Russian archpriest requests asylum in Switzerland .°. 1.0. .seoedde. 
Methodist board would relax prohibitions on smoking, drinking» >... 
Hamburg chaplains appeal to Greek Primate .o% .s0s08 somo eo leo. ede 


Race Relations 


Church of Brethren supports credit cut-off for South Africa ..... 
Dutch Reformed churches endorse ‘interracial’ heart transplant .. 
Joost de Blank, apartheid foe as Capetown archbishop, dies .... 
UsS. Lutherans warned Of 2acial crisig. soca s bsueRne se tedkoa 4 
Religious agencies ask supreme court to bar bias in-home sales  s% 
Inner-city projects-aided by, three,U.S. churches  .:.%s 6.18 owns 
Rhodesia's apartheid held tougher than)South Africa's)... sikns wits 
Methodist board takes $10 million.investment portfolio from bank... 
Race crisis leaves U.S, church "torn and bleeding" js08 20. eteonns 
U.S. Negro churchmen seek to influence churches’ life... 9. s sos %s 
Archbishop of Canterbury attacks) Immigration Bill .o60s seenede bos 
WSCF protests South Africa bank relations, withdraws funds: +.ss#esns 
Riot panel's report sparks» action by three denominations «. svansnd 
Two Lutheran groups endorse anti-poverty campaign !goals 21. se sods. 
Anglican Dean joins protest of South African women» vie 0. sve. wen. 
Poor people's;campaign will»begin on Aprily29 sceesow eovis woeeeds 
Agency gives $278,004 for,community organization «9.6. w ws se. 
South Africa's» Liberal )Party being forced out of existence «.6. ceo 
Spanish-American problems overlooked, Lutherans«told) .os08 w.osoree 
British Council of .Churches acts.on immigrants, race relations. bill 


United Methodist Church starts: reconciliation fund, backs union plan. ts 1s 


Drive against racialism enlists RC, Communist »support). (s J.ouc8vs . 
Black Lutheran: clergy plan to combat racism in’churchise) wo. os08.: 
Shurches,aid .poow people semenche «i nan peaneknobena alte atele are 
United Presbyterians act .on urban crisis, Vietnamese. s so. js. 0. cen 
2,000 London Christians in))'sign-in' onsrace relations. so.o. wo.” 
Religious agencies back "Solidarity»Day" marchi). eset. cele & see 


Refugees, Migrants.and Relief 


Witnesses, deported to Zambia, are sent back to Malawi ...... 
Jordanians protest shelling of refugee camps. ......-+..e.-e.«-s 
South Africa resettlement funds approved by Lutheran world body . . 


Australian churches launch special Vietnam appeal .......... 


Pevadnriel..fot.Satedn "réfugde “céntre souent “a « « « & <uhceee cam oo 
New Indian agency combines national council departments ...... 


WCC delegates deliver aid to victims in Biafra war zone ...... 


Churches committee on migrants initiates study of Moselle/Saar area 
Dutch ecumenical action produces $7 million for mission, diaconate 
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Refugees, Migrants and Relief 


French Protestant leader brings gloomy report from Near East. 
WCC sends aid to war victims on both sides of Nigeria conflict 
Enable migrants to form own structures, church consultation urges 


Christian council gives van, £1,000 to Nigeria Red Cross 


Plight of Europe's migrants examined at ecumenical conference 


WCC issues appeal to aid Burmese cyclone victims . 
UN agency for Vietnam sought ..... 


Religious Liberty 


Number of dissident Russian Baptists said to be declining 


Spanish bishops repeat traditional position on religious liberty 


Trial of pastor in Poland adjourned .... 


e 


Qualified missionaries allowed in India despite policy of 


Czech Government urged to restore religious liberty . . 
Czech Baptists ask pastors' reinstatement ....... 
Churches win major point in East German constitution . 
Spanish Protestant spokesman denies friction with régime 
Czech churches seek broader rights from new régime .. 
Poland sentences two Church of Christ workers ..... 
150 Spanish Protestant congregations register ..... 
New Thai constitution assures religious freedom... . 
German court charges American pastor ......... 


Sacraments 


Committee on inter-communion approved in Canadian talks 
Taizé prior urges Pope to relax Eucharist requirement 

Vatican official calls inter-communion 'premature' . . 
Second Dutch church reaches agreement on Baptism .. . 
German laymen can distribute Communion ........ 


Disciples/Roman Catholic talks propose limited sharing of 
61 Paris Protestants and Catholics celebrate Communion together. . 
Dutch student group will practice inter-communion ........-. 


Church authorities react to inter-communion in Paris . 
140 Christians issue comment on inter-communion.... 


e o es ° . 


° ° ° 


e ° ° e ° 
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"TIndianization 


Eucharist 


Reasons for Paris inter-communion recalled by French philosopher . 


Social, Political and Legal Problems, and Christian Action 


Russian Patriarch asks Greece's Primate to speak out on prisoners . 
Latin America's tensions require theological analysis, Castro holds 
Hanover Christians want parliament to debate U.S. action in Vietnam . 


French clergy ‘strike’ over closing of mines ..... 
Greek synod to arraign bishops; new law invoked ... 


Professor Pont accepts conviction, asks reduction of penalty ... 


Genetic engineering termed an ecumenical issue .... 


UN General Assembly calls for halt in Southwest African trial... . 
International jurist represents churches in South Africa courtroom 
Innér-city projects aided by three U.S. churches... ... . «+ « «> 
Europe's churches study implications of tourism. .....+.e+ee-s 


Sentences given Southwest Africans termed "monstrous travesty of law" 


WCC Executive Committee authorizes Blake visit to Greece 


Churchmen seek to mediate in Berlin student demonstration ..... 
Canadian contribution to Mideast refugee situation outlined ..... 
Christian students in West Germany warn against suppression of SDS 
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Social, Political and Legal Problems, and Christian Action 


Church's mission to industrial workers engages Japanese conferees 
Athens theological faculty terms special tribunal "uncanonical" 
Appeal. court refuses to reduce Professor Pont's penalty . 
“Greek Church withdraws delegates to Uppsala. ...... 
Protests: mount: over’ fate Of RhodeSian prisSoOMers ove coico snow lomcocnrem: emeainaces 
Russian archpriest requests asylum in Switzerland... ...s- 
EKD report: says.Germany still remains one nation .......e«+s.evees 
Primate regrets Greek Church's refusal to attend WCC Assembly ... 
WCC ‘will ‘seek Reversal ‘of Uppsala ‘boycott ss fs’. eee te 
British churchmen urge negotiation following Nigeria visits ..... 
Dr. Blake re-affirms intention to visit Greece before Uppsala . . 
Greek draft constitution retains same provisions on religion . . 
Pope says encyclical is. often misunderstood . ..) 2... 2000.00. 
Pont told public apology would reduce libel costs. 3) 2.020). 029050. 
Rhodesian church council asks clemency for prisoners® .... 2... 
-Bishop Scharf seeks to mediate,in» Berlin) 2 .)se) o) 00 Oo. 7908". 
Hamburg chaplains appeal. to Greek Primate 2.0.05 2.9.9.0. Uo. Soe ee 
U.S. conference of WCC hears present, past general secretaries ..... 
Gilbert Islands church faces economic crisis. ). ) Jos. .08 . Soe 
"Revolutionary violence’ condemned by German church council §J))°%. 1°. 90%. 
Christians must take political responsibility, German bishops say... . 
Latin American Lutherans, urged. into, sociahoarenanss asec. 2pa7eia, IAUP2, OY 
Gilbert Islands church active in Pacific conference . ..... 2. « « « « 
Greek church modifies decision, will send delegates to Uppsala .... . 


Social Service 


Christian Medical Commission named by WCC Bxecutive Committee... 2... 
Greek bishop pioneers social service projectS .... 2 2 eee ee 


Statistics 


Decline’ in. .U.s.° church attendance Naltedilast year, .iagiek. soya muieticta H 
New member churches’ raise WARC total to. LOD. < © 6 0.6 © bo. theo Peed 


Theology 


Faith and Order delegation visits Hungarian churches .......... 
WCC consultation on theological issues in church/society set for Zagorsk 
Theology of transcendence draws fire of young French churchmen. ...... 
Programme’ for’ WCC’s Zagorsk consultation announced. . . . . « «6 ee enue 
Zagorsk meeting draws theological memoranda for Uppsala Assembly .... 
Tutzing group plans continuation of Lutheran/Reformed conversations ... 
Bible’ study methods sketched at European YMCA/YWCA seminar. . . . ..+ +. 
Liturgical developments discussed at joint WCC/Roman Catholic session . . 
Hungarian pastors know European thought, overlook Catholic changes, WCC 
staffer ‘notes: «os asd teu, te Petes DUM 0 eee te i eee. eee ee 
Italian journal questions WCC assumptions on development. ..... +... 
Australian theologians urge Catholic-Protestant study . ......+-e- 


Women and Children 


Baptist report backs women in the ministry ©. s0. 6 2 5s eee eee 
Fellowship of the least coin allocates grants . 2.9. 2. 2. 2 ee ee es 
Ordination of women approved by Church of Scotland .... 2. 2. 2 eee 
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Youth and Students 


Special Report: First interconfessional U.S. student assembly breaks 


pe Ng GS OS Sarat rea RP A ae eg ee eR 
Indian SCM supports national development, names new secretary 
Latin American young people outline study/action strategy . . 
Co-ordination of youth efforts for development planned .. 
Latin America SCM leaders hold 10-day conference in Panama 
Catholics encouraged to join YM/YWCA units ... Pome ae eae age 
Churchmen seek to mediate in Berlin student demonstration . 
Deiseimpesenew worlasservice chief . . . 4. si « see ‘ews ele 
Christian students in West Germany warn against suppression of SDS 
WSCF protests South Africa bank relations, withdraws funds 


Correction to: "Co-ordination of youth efforts for development planned 


oo SUSE OS haa te 4, ai ple IIe a a tee > 2 
U.S. Catholic bishops encouraged to better relations with YWCA. . 
One Korean student movement suggested by consultation ...... 
WSCF Asia committee recognized as agency for university work. . . 
Waldensian seminary allows students to use hall ......... 
Bishop Scharf seeks to mediate in Berlin ... 0°) gh i ply sas eats 
Bible study methods sketched at European YMCA/YWCA oT Slee es 
PeiPucoecninbaninacsppedl to Greek; Primate ..... 6+ « Wiles « «) « 
Five Biafran youth groups ask Britain to stop aiding Nigeria .. 
French church groups issue statements on student protests .... 


Rights of all must be upheld by Palestine, WSCF conference states . 


French revolt has implications for Church and World Council... 
Beeucierrocestanc body on-violence . 2)... 6 6 ee ee we ee 
Dutch student group will practice inter-communion ........ 
WCC official probes youth's role in changing society ...... 
Students in Rome want dialogue with church .. . » +s \s « » «-«» 
Uppsala youth delegates to hold pre-Assembly parley ....... 
Asian student workers urge ecumenical approach ......e.ee-. 
Catholic participation in YMCA endorsed by Cleveland bishop... . 
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weoc 4TH ASSEMBLY OPENS WITH 
PAGEANTRY AND SOLEMN CALL FOR RENEWAL 


(Uppsala, July 4) - The World Council of Churches! Fourth Assembly, the most widely 
representative meeting in the history of the ecumenical movement, opened here this 
morning with flamboyant pageantry as Uppsala's 700-years-old Gothic Cathedral re- 
sounded with modern Scandinavian heraldic and church music. 


The Cathedral, filled with 2,000 dignitaries from the World Council's 232 member 
churches on six continents and from other churches specially invited, heard one 
of Asia's best-known churchmen, the Rev. Dr. D.T. Niles, a Methodist, from Ceylon, 
preach the opening sermon on the Assembly theme "Behold, I make all things new". 


Assembly participants and visitors in the Cathedral, including Sweden's King Gustaf 
VI Adolf, stood as trumpets fanfared the arrival of the procession of 730 official 
delegates whose deliberations and decisions will be the core of meetings in the 
three weeks to July 19. 


Nine churchmen from different parts of the world and different confessional and 
denominational families led the congregation's worship during the 90-minute service. 
Specially commissioned choral, orchestral and organ music contrasted with ancient, 
traditional hymns of the Christian Church, sung in Swedish, French, German and 
English by a congregation from more than 80 nations. 


Opening Sermon 


Massive changes in the world are challenging both people and churches "to strike 
their tents and take to the road again", Dr. Niles told the opening worship service. 


"Everywhere in our world today events are taking place, big and small, which reveal 
that God is doing a new thing among us", he declared. 


The world's restlessness was being expressed in an extravagance of evil and the 
"mercilessness of our ideological antagonisms which demand that men and women pay 
the ultimate price of their convictions". 


Dr. Niles, for the last 10 years general secretary of the East Asia Christian Con- 
ference, and now its chairman, made particular reference to Dr. Martin Luther King, 
who was to have preached at the service, as one of "God's sign-bearers" who "carry 
convincing testimony to some aspect of His working". 


Dr. King would be remembered, he said, "wherever and whenever the cause of human 
dignity is celebrated, wherever and whenever man's search for community is espoused". 


Dr. Niles said the fact of God's comfort and victory in the midst of sorrow, pain 


and death meant that man was always surrounded by the signs of what God will accon- 
plish. 


But a crisis of faith had overtaken the churches ; structures of church life and con- 
gregational worship were under serious questioning, the Bible was not being listened 


to and Jesus's nature was being questioned. "The hour is marked everywhere by the 
eross of rejection". 


The churches themselves, he added, were accused of standing aloof from the world 
and the Christian presence was being judged as ineffective. 


Vin church and world, and between them, there is that growing impatience and frus- 
tration, mistrust and antagonism, which is resulting in persecution and martyrdon, 


(more) 
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irresponsibility and fanaticism and an easy resort to personal and social violence" 
he said. 


b 


"Because this is the situation, God's promise to make new must become explosive in 
our midst. We must become captive to the vision which sees beyond the cross, His 
and ours and the world's, and discern that which the cross itself makes possible. 


"We must be alert to hear the cry, which rises from the ground, of the blood which 
has been shed of man by brother-man, whether by reasons of rejection or retaliation; 
and hear the divine response to that ery." 


Dr. Niles said the main demand of God's promise of newness was that it be believed. 
"Of one thing I am certain, the One who started the good work in you will bring it 
to completion by the Day of Jesus Christ", he said, quoting Paul (Phil. 1.6.). "We 
can believe in Him apart from any belief in ourselves". 


Assembly Background 


Some of the features distinguishing this Fourth Assembly were evident in the Cathe- 
dral's congregation. For one thing, this Assembly is more than a third larger than 
any previous one. And, for the first time, voting delegates from the Orthodox and 

Eastern Churches outnumber all others. 


Churches in developing countries have sent a third of the 1,350 participants and 
youth is more in evidence than usual at church meetings for there are 134 youth 
participants attending. 


Large-scale changes in the Christian Church since the Third Assembly at New Delhi in 
1961 are shown by such innovations as the presence of 65 "delegated observers", 
including 15 Roman Catholics, who have the right to speak in plenary sessions, but 
not to vote. 


The churches' keen awareness of the role they can play in helping achieve world social 
and economic development and their concern to be informed as well as motivated on 

the issue, is shown in the business scheduled and the presence of speakers such as 
Zambia's President, Dr. Kenneth Kaunda, and Dr. Barbara Ward, the international 
economist. 


The powder-keg issue of racism will be focused by such speakers as U.S. author 
James Baldwin and Britain's UN representative, Lord Caradon. 


Social issues may play a bigger part in this Assembly than in any previous one, but 
it will not be to the exclusion of the World Council's high-ranking theological 
studies. 


Dutch theologian, Dr. Hendrikus Berkhof, Professor of Dogmatic and Biblical Theology 
at the University of Leyden, will be one of many internationally noted theologians 
speaking here. Dr. Hans-Ruedi Weber, Associate Director of the Ecumenical Institute 
at Bossey, Switzerland, will lead the entire Assembly in Bible study on the main 
theme. 


Host for the entire gathering is the Swedish Ecumenical Council, headed by the Most 
Rev. Dr. Gunnar Hultgren, retired Archbishop of the Church of Sweden. On this 
twentieth anniversary year of the World Council's founding it was considered approp- 
riate to return to the country of one of the early ecumenical gatherings, the 1925 


Life and Work Conference. 
EPS, Uppsala 
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RUN RISKS OF RENEWAL, 
DR. BLAKE URGES ASSEMBLY 


(Uppsala, July 5) - Dr. Eugene Carson Blake today called upon the Fourth Assembly 
to "run the risks that true renewal of the churches and of the Council requires". 


Presenting his report to the 1,350 delegates, observers and visitors, the WCC 
general secretary asked for authorization for a complete study of the ecumenical 
organization aimed at structural changes "needed in the light of the new functions 
and priorities that are upon us". 


He expressed hope that "one clear result" of the Assembly would be evidence "that 
churches and their leaders, the World Council and its leaders, will be revealed as 
men and women with faith enough in God to break out of the sociologically expected 
routine actions of establishment organizations..." 


Evidence also is required that the churches and Council "are really expecting and 
seeking renewal always and that they are remembering that the difference between 
a saint and a destructive revolutionary is not easy to discern especially by rep- 
resentatives of any establishment". 


Referring to the many recommedations for programme development to come before the 
Assembly, Dr. Blake urged approval of a StructureCommittee proposal for a 1969-71 
study of the WCC and structural changes by 1972. 


He also asked delegates to approve co-ordination of major studies of the WCC ina 
three-year project and to endorse proposals to improve communications, increase 
involvement in general and Christian education and relate more effectively to 
national and regional councils of churches. 


Also, the "more dynamic relationships" which have developed between the World Council 
and the Roman Catholic Church require "careful study, evaluation and guidance" by 
the Assembly, he said. 


Much of Dr. Blake's report discussed current criticism of the World Council from 
both within and outside its member bodies for its involvement in political, social 
and economic issues. 


These issues are a prime concern of this Assembly, he stressed, but this emphasis 
"4s not new in the sense of being novel - and therefore rightly suspect - but new 
rather in the sense of renewal in the life of the churches of the most ancient 
truths of the Christian faith. 


"The new in the sense of novel or modern or up-to-date arises from the radically 
changed world of the late 20th century in which the churches of Jesus Christ must 
do their proper work and make their proper witness." 


In this area he called specifically for passage of new programmes aimed at bolstering 
human values in the face of materialistic and technological pressures and at the 
integration of insights into "the worship of God and the new style of Christian 
living" into programmes for peace, justice and equality. He mentioned particularly 

a proposed WCC-Roman Catholic joint programme to combat world poverty. 


Dr. Blake posed several questions about the future direction of the organization 
and suggested a variety of areas for growth and change. 


Among these, he urged continued efforts to "cultivate the understanding and co- 
operation" in the ecumenical movement of churches outside the Council membership" 
and the consideration of "new and creative functional, and perhaps even structural" 
ways to work together with ecumenical organizations that represent a single world 
confessional family. 


EPS. Uppsala 
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FINAL REPORT OF DR. FRY 
READ TO WCC OPENING SESSION 


(Uppsala, July 4) — The change in relations between the World Council of Churches 
and the Roman Catholic Church in the past seven years represented the "over-towering" 
event in the work of the World Council's policy-making Central Committee, in the 
opinion of the late Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, who was its chairman from 1954 until 

his unexpected death at the age of 67 on June 6, this year. 


Dr. Fry's report of about 2,000 words, which he had almost completed, was read at 
the opening business session of the Fourth Assembly today by Dr. Ernest A, Payne 
of Northampton, England, vice-chairman of the Central Committee. 


When the script broke off with an unfinished sentence, Dr. Payne completed the 
report with his own comments on the work of the 100-man committee since the Third 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches at New Delhi in 1961. 


Highlights in developing co-operative relations with Roman Catholics in the period 
between the Third and Fourth Assemblies, Dr. Fry's report said, included the fact 
that WCC "delegated observers" were present at the Second Vatican Council in a 
relationship which "set a new standard for all the future" and the establishment in 
1965 of a Joint Working Group to advance further collaboration. 


Seven extended meetings of this Group were held during the period and "the agenda 
continues to expand as mutual confidence and intimacy of acquaintance grows". 


Work together thus far has included the composition of guidelines for worship at 
ecumenical gatherings, joint sponsorship of the recent Beirut Conference on World 
Co-operation for Development and the issuance of a united plea for peace in Nigeria. 


All this progress, however the report cautioned, should not lead to the conclusion 
that "thorny problems have not been encountered or that there are not areas of 
potential development of contacts that are still retarded, or that all obstacles 
including some bulky ones of long standing have not been removed". 


Sharing priority with relationships between Roman Catholics and the World Council in 
Dr. Fry's opinion, were those with the conservative evangelicals. 


"Our committee has striven as assiduously over the past six years", he wrote, "to 
increase our contacts with the deeply committed and fervently Christian brethren at 
the other end of the spectrum, too, with more meagre results. We believe that their 
entrance into the ecumenical dialogue will lead to great mutual enrichment." 


Dr. Fry almost wrote his own epitaph when he said early in his report: "So deep is 
my commitment to the World Council of Churches, it has been so large a part of my 
life that it will require effort to stay within the proper boundaries but I shall 
set a watch on my lips to see that I do so". 


In a brief tribute to Dr. Fry at the end of the report, Dr. Payne said: "He was a 
big man in every sense of the word, a man of great integrity and versatility...a man 
with a quick wit and infectious laughter, a man most kindly and generous in private 
relationships. I1t was with rare and moving composure that he faced death; yet there 
was nothing here to surprise us, for those of us who have been his comrades have 
never doubted the strength and depth of his faith in God". 


HE 


Earlier the WCC's Central Committee in its pre-Assembly session also had paid 
tribute to Dr. Fry's years of service to the ecumenical movement. 


(more ) 


Its resolution said in part: 


"His unique gift of leadership based on a thorough knowledge of world affairs and 
churches combined with a powerful simplicity in preaching and in pastoral care, made 
him one of the outstanding leaders of the ecumenical movement and one who will be 
greatly missed at this Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Uppsala. 

His memory will be blessed among Christians whose vision he directed to wider horizons." 


EPS, Uppsala 


YOUTH WANT VOTE, NOT ONLY 
VOICE, WCC LEADER SAYS 


(Uppsala) - "Today young people can buy and die but not decide", said the Rev. 
Albert van den Heuvel, Geneva, Switzerland, addressing 150 youth participants at 
the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


Youth around the world are seeking true participation, which is not a matter of 
having a voice but a vote, said the director of the World Council's Department 

of Communication. If all members of society are equal, he asserted, they must be 
represented in the decision-making bodies. 


Mr. van den Heuvel was one of several speakers at a Pre-Assembly Youth Partici- 
pants' Conference July 1-3, held at the University here. 


"Don't blame the World Council of Churches for the fact that you are not allowed 
to vote in plenary sessions", said Mr. van den Heuvel, former director of the 
World Council's Youth Department. 


The Council's constitution, he noted, provides that only delegates elected by the 
member churches can vote, and most churches did not appoint youth to their dele— 
gations. 


"The Assembly should be reminded that it will not be truly representative because 
the younger constituency of the churches is not voting", 


"If the youth participants want to work for rejuvenation of the World Council", 

he said, "they might persuade the Assembly that at least 20 per cent of the fae ce 
of the see eA ci Central Committee and of Departmental Committees should be 
under 30 years of age - with assurance of budgetary help to attend its meetings". 


Speaking of Assembly content, Mr. van den Heuvel predicted that the central subject 
running through all Assembly sections would be the relation between rich and poor 
nations. 


"This Assembly will stand or fall on whether it can move the churches from applause 
for international development proposals to action, from the right words to the 
fitting act", he said. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, former World Council general secretary counselled the 


youth to work always with a view to the possible new structures needed - in both 
church and society. 


"If you are only concerned to destroy present structures, what you produce by your 
actions is a Gaullist victory. The masses rally in support of the status quo", 
he declared. 

EPS, Uppsala 
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POPE'S "CREDO" STATEMENT SEEN DIRECTED 
MAINLY AT PROGRESSIVES WITHIN RC CHURCH 


(Uppsala) - Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, said here that in his opinion Pope Paul VI's statement reaffirming 
traditional church teachings "was not so much directed at ecumenism, but to those 
progressives in the Roman Catholic Church who would go further than was intended 
by the Vatican Constitution on the Church and the World". 


They are the ones who in the Pope's opinion, he said, "have accepted modern secular 
assumptions and therefore too radically modify the traditional teaching of the 
Church". 


A second possible reason for the statement he said, in response to press requests 
for his reaction, was that the Pope "might have wished to discourage romantic 
ecumenism, which supposes that all that is required for the unity of the Church 
is to be more friendly and tolerant than we have been in the past". 


Asked whether he interpreted the Pope's remark about one flock and one shepherd 

as a bid for all Christians to return to the Roman Catholic Church, Dr. Blake said: 
"It does not say this specifically, but it is implied in the normal Roman Catholic 
ecclesiology, which has never given up the position that it is the Church of Jesus 
Christ. 


"This was modified by a number of Vatican Council documents, but the dogmatic posi- 
tion has not been changed. 


"This is a conservative statement of the Roman Catholic faith. It does not seem 
to me to be other than a re-statement of a well-known position of the Roman Catholic 
Church", 


The Pope's statement,termed a "credo of the people of God", strongly defended the 
doctrine of papal infallibility, the virginity of Mary, and other Catholic teachings. 


He announced it on Sunday, June 30 as he celebrated mass for 50,000 persons inclu- 
ding cardinals and prelates from all over the world in St. Peter's Square. The 
service marked the beginning of his sixth year as pontiff and the end of the "Year 
of Faith" which he had proclaimed. 

EPS, Uppsala 


DR. VISSER 'T HOOFT SEES "DEEP DOUBTS" 
THREATENING ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT 


(Uppsala, July 5) = At a time when the ecumenical movement may be near "an astonish- 
ingly rich harvest" it is "more seriously cal ed into question than ever before", 
the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches heard today in a major speech 
by one of its most prominent pioneers. 


"As the various main streams of the ecumenical movement have joined together we 
have a greater opportunity than ever to act and work as one well co-ordinated, 
world-wide Christian movement", said Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft. 


"But at this very moment there are many inside and outside our churches, particu- 
larly among the younger generation, who have their deep doubts about BGe ey Levance 
of the ecumenical movement and turn away from it with a sense of disappointment. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft, the WCC's first general secretary (1948-1966) and since his 
retirement a consultant to the Council's General Secretariat, spoke on "The Mandate 


. W 
of the ecumenical movement”. 
(more) 


He cited the relation between the church and the world and the crisis of relations 
between generations as crucial issues. 


"We hear it said that the ecumenical movement as it has developed over the last 
40 or 50 years is unable to help the churches perform that mission which they should 
perform in the world of our time." 


The churches must ask themselves these questions, he declared: 


- "The world requires radical renewal. But how can churches speak convin-= 
cingly of radical renewal, if they are not radically renewed themselves? 
The world needs a thorough transformation of its traditional structures, 
but do not the churches exemplify that traditional structures resist such 
transformation? 


- "The world must become a responsible society, but are the churches them- 
selves living as a responsible society in which full solidarity in service 
and mission is practised and in which all members, including all lay men 
and women, are able to bear their full share of responsibility for the 
common life? 


- "The world needs effective unity. But is the relationship which the churches 
have in the ecumenical movement more than a pale reflection of the unity 
they should have? And is the progress toward full unity not so slow that 
it reveals rather a fear of unity than a great and passionate conviction 
about the essential oneness of the people of God?" 


"Great tension exists", Dr. Visser 't Hooft said, "between the vertical interpre- 
tation of the Gospel as essentially concerned with God's saving action in the. life 
of individuals, and the horizontal interpretation of it as mainly concerned with 
human relationships in the world." He added: 


"A Christianity which has lost its vertical dimension has lost its salt and is not 
only insipid in itself, but useless for the world, but a Christianity which would 
use the vertical preoccupation as a means to escape from its responsibility for and 
in the common life of man is a denial of the incarnation, of God's love for the 
world manifested in Christ. 


"The whole secret of the Christian faith is that it is man-centered because it is 
God-centered." 


Speaking of the relevance of the Christian witness in the world, one of the most 
important problems on the Assembly's agenda, Dr. Visser 't Hooft deplored the lack 
of progress in the development of international social justice with the increasing 
danger of famine in much of the world, the slow pace of development, and growing 
tensions between the affluent and poverty-stricken nations. 


"The root of the matter is that at a time when history requires that humanity should 
live as a coherent, responsible society, men still refuse to accept responsibility 
for their fellow-beings", the WCC leader said. "Nothing less than a new conception 
of humanity is required", 


Discussing relations between the generations, Dr. Visser 't Hooft said that while 
"it is difficult to understand a general crisis when we are in the midst of it," 
at least three levels are distinguishable ~- education, a "radical calling in 
question of the political and social structures in all parts of the world," and 
the orientation of our civilization. He added: 


(more) _ 
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"Youth performs its historical mission of confronting us brutally with the question 
of the meaning of our common life. Can man live meaningfully in a great society 

in which production and consumption have become automatic forces and in Which the 
astounding possibilities of technology are not brought under the control of a 
clear, common purpose, a purpose which has to do with man as a person rather than 
man as a producer and consumer? 


Another question facing the ecumenical movement, he said, is whether it "should 
so largely be in the hands of the churches? 


"In a sense we have asked for this reaction. We have in all our churches and in 
the World Council talked so much about renewal and about the true mission of the 
Church, but we have made so little real progress toward the realization of. that 
renewal and the true accomplishment of that mission, that the reaction is 
inevitable." 


The ecumenical movement needs the Church because "we do not have a chance to make 
a real impact on the great decisions which mankind has to take ... unless we use 
the tremendous spiritual potential still largely hidden in the Christian churches,"! 


Conversely, the churches need the ecumenical movement, "for it is largely through 
that movement that the pressure for true renewal is exercised" and "God knows 
that they need that pressure." 


"The time has come", Dr. Visser 't Hooft declared, "for the churches to open their 
eyes and discover the unspeakable gift which God offers them in the new opportuni- 
ties for living together as members of the one body which receives the many gifts 
from the one spirit." 

EPS, Uppsala 


CHURCHES SHARE IN $1,000,000 POULTRY 
PROJECT FOR NORTHWEST GREECE 


(Ioannina, Greece) - An automated plant for a one million dollar poultry project 
fostered by the churches was dedicated Sunday, June 30, by Bishop Serafim of 
Ioannina, in the presence of the Greek Minister for Agriculture, the German 
Ambassador to Greece, a representative of the Archbishop of Athens, and other 
notables. 


The factory provides jobs for 60 workers, and is run co-operatively by farmers in 
mountainous Epirus, the north-western region of Greece. | 


Yet until the churches stepped in about 15 years ago, searcely a chicken was sent 
to market from this region of Greece. It was then that an Ecumenical Team sent 
to Greece through the World Council of Churches introduced poultry raising to 
add protein to the villagers' diet and increase the farmers' cash income. 


The venture grew so large that the team could no longer handle it, so the World 
Council asked Church World Service (USA) to implement the project as its agent. 


Through the World Council, church agencies in Germany, the USA, the UK, Sweden, 
Denmark, Australia, Camada, and the Netherlands, provided $500,000, of which about 
one-quarter came from those in Germany. The other half million dollars were given 
by the Epirus Poultry Cooperative out of its own resources or were provided as 
loans or credits by the Agricultural Bank of Greece. 

EPS, Uppsala 


No..23 - 8th July, 1968 10 


WCG SURVEY DRAWS PROFILE 
OF ASSEMBLY PARTICIPANTS 


(Uppsala) —- Age and church position - not nationality or church affiliation - 
appear to determine some basic perspectives for those attending this Fourth Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches. 


This is shown in a survey of 90 per cent of the estimated 1,300 people invited 

to the Assembly. The survey was carried out by Dr. Richard D.N. Dickinson of the 
WCC Committee on Specialised Assistance to Social Projects, using information 
provided by participants. 


Some differences between participants are revealed by their choices of Section 
topics and Working Committees. 


"In very broad terms, one can generalize that the basic differences in perspective 
at the Assembly are not between people from different denominations, or even 
countries or regions, but more directly and noticeably between different age groups 
and between high church officials and the lower echelons of the Church, and in a 
most marked way, with lay members", Dr. Dickinson said. 


The survey shows, for instance, that most high church officials and denominational 
administrators are keen to work in the more theologically-oriented sections of the 
Assembly, while lay members and youth are most interested in social problems and 
action programmes. 


It also revealed some surprises in denominational orientation. Methodists, tradi- 
tionally noted for involvement in social issues, did not opt for the sections on 
development, justice and peace as much as did Lutherans, Anglicans and Baptists. 
Delegates from liturgically oriented churches did not seek participation in the 
worship discussions to a greater extent than others. 


Assembly composition 


The survey covers Assembly participants in all official capacities except Press, 
who number about 600. However, information on a large number of Orthodox partici- 
pants did not arrive in time for processing. 


Broadly, the Assembly comprises 56 per cent voting delegates, 13 per cent advisers, 
10 per cent youth participants, 7 per cent guests, 6 per cent fraternal delegates, 
5 per cent delegated observers, 2 per cent observers, 1 per cent Central Committee. 


In addition, there are 100 World Council executive staff, 35 co-opted information — 
staff, 60 translators and interpreters, 85 office staff and 300 stewards, including 
200 from Scandinavia. 


Thirty-one per cent of participants are from developing countries. The biggest 
single group of participants comes from Europe (43 per cent), followed by North 
America (26 per cent), Asia (15 per cent), Sub-Sahara Africa (8 per cent), Middle 
East and North Africa (4 per cent) and Latin America (4 per Son 6) 


The largest group of voting delegates in the Assembly will be the 140 from the 
Orthodox and Eastern Churches. However, in the survey covering participants in 
all categories the largest denominational or confessional group was shown to be 
from the Presbyterian and Reformed Churches (about 20 per cent of all attending). 
There will be 19 per cent Lutherans, 11 per cent Methodists, 11 per cent Anglicans 
and Episcopalians, 6 per cent Baptists, 5 per cent Congregationalists and Disciples 
of Christ, 6 per cent union churches, 2 per cent Churches of the Brethren, others 
9 per cent, unclear 4 per cent. 

(more) 
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Age differences 


The average age for all attending the Assembly is 48.5 years. For voting delegates 
alone it is 51.7 years. Of the voting delegates, 4 per cent are under 35 years, 
and 22 per cent are over 60. Nine per cent of the voting delegates are women. 


Three-quarters of the voting delegates are ordained. Taking all participants, 
7 per cent are lay professional church workers and 25 per cent are lay members 
in other than church employment. Including all participants, 67 per cent are 
ordained, including 30 per cent who are either bishops or hold high ecclesias- 
tical positions. 


Choice of topics 


Some of the most interesting data in the survey concerns the topics and areas of 
ecumenical activity that most attracted participants. 


Most popular topic was renewal in mission, which was chosen by 22 per cent of 
participants. Eighteen per cent opted for the section dealing with catholicity, 
17 per cent with the section on economic and social development, 15 per cent for 
the section on worship and 12 per cent each for the sections on justice and peace 
and on a new style of life. Four per cent made no choice. 


However, voting delegates were much more likely to choose the theological and 
ecclesiological oriented topics - those on catholicity and mission. Forty-six 
per cent did this. Lay members showed considerably less interest in these than 
did ordained. Laity choices tended to social issues. 


Also, the younger the participants, the less theology tended to interest them. 
Their choices were chiefly in the areas of development, justice and peace. 


Confessional families varied widely in their interests. Orthodox, Anglicans and 
Lutherans showed eagerness for the catholicity topic, while Baptist, Brethren, 
Methodist and Reformed participants showed less, despite the fact that catholi- 
city is being discussed in relation to the Holy Spirit. 


In the section on mission, which was popular all round, Brethren, Congregational- 
ists, Disciples, Methodists and Baptists showed especial keenness. 


The sections on social issues attracted Lutherans particularly, and Anglicans 
and Baptists more than Methodists. Nor did the traditionally liturgical churches 
opt more frequently for the worship section than did others. 


Delegates from the developing countries showed no distinctive differences in 
their choices of sections, but evidenced special interest in the work of the WCC 
Department on Church and Society. 


Choices for working committees reflected the same trends as those for sections. 
Faith and Order was the most popular committee, followed by Church and Society. 
Study programmes were all high priority. Action programmes featured much less 
frequently as first choices. 


After youth work itself, youth participants preferred Church and Society and inter- 


national issues. 
EPS, Uppsala 


DR. MARSHALL NAMED SUCCESSOR 
TO DR. FRY AS ICA PRESIDENT 


(Atlanta) - Dr. Robert J. Marshall, head of the Illinois Synod of the Lutheran 
Church in America, was elected here as president of the church succeeding the 
late Dr. Franklin Clark Fry. 


Dr. Fry, who had held the post since the church's formation in 1962 from a union 
of four Lutheran churches, had announced his intention to retire from the top 
office a few days before his death on Jume 6. He was also chairman of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


Dr. Marshall, who is known as a strong advocate of closer relations between Lutheran 
churches, was named by the church's biennial convention on the third ballot with 
a total of 419 votes out of a possible 695. 


Before becoming president of the Illinois Synod in 1962 he had been professor of 
Old Testament at the Chicago Lutheran Theological Seminary, Maywood, Illinois. 
EPS, Uppsala 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS SPECIALISTS 
CONVENE FOR PRE-ASSEMBLY MEETING 


(Kungalv, Sweden) - Thirty Christian diplomats, government leaders, and other 
international specialists from 11 countries met here to discuss the role of the 
churches in international affairs. 


The meeting was convened by the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, 
the "foreign office" of the World Council of Churches. 


Discussions dealt with the role of the United Nations in relation to the develop~ 
ment of new power structures, the Second Development Decade, European evolution, 
human rights, disarmament, and "nationalism, violence and revolution". 


Also examined were such trouble spots as the Middle East, Nigeria, Vietnam, Greece, 
the Sudan, Berlin, Spain, Mainland China, and race problems in South Africa. 


Sessions also dealt with the possibilities of future co-operation with the Roman 
Catholic Church in the areas of peace and development. Two representatives were 
present from the Pontifical Commission for Justice and Peace. 


The meeting was closed to press and public. All relevant statements and recommen- 
dations will be submitted to the World Council's Fourth Assembly at Uppsala. 


The meeting marked the final one in their present capacities for the Commission's 
two top officers, both of whom will retire this year. They are chairman Sir 
Kenneth Grubb, London, and director Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, New York. 


Participants came from Germany, Ghana, Hungary, Norway, Netherlands, South Africa, 
Sweden, Switzerland, the UK, the USA, and the USSR. 


EPS, Uppsala 
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CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALISTS 
FORM NEW WORLD-WIDE AGENCY 


(Oslo) - Radio, television and film specialists in religious broadcasting from 
39 countries of five continents joined together here in forming a new organi- 
zation to be known as the World Association for Christian Communication. 


The new international body is a union of the World Association for Ghristian 
Broadcasting (WACB) - formed five years ago with headquarters in London - and 
the New York-based international Co-ordinating Committee for Christian Broad~ 
casting. 


Named by delegates as first president was the Rev. Frederick R. Wilson, New York, 
secretary for planning and research of the Commission on Ecumenical Mission 
and Relations of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA. 


His election defeated, by a vote of 88 to 60, Dr. Everett C. Parker, New York, 
director of communications of the United Church of Christ, who had been the 
selection of the nominating committee. 


Accepting the presidency Mr. Wilson said the new organization will provide the 
"means for Christian churches to enter fully into modern mass communication with 
hope and enterprise". 


The new agency expects to study and co-ordinate the church's multi-media tasks, 
explore the use of advance techniques and offer a variety of consultative services 
to both religious and secular agencies. A special emphasis will be placed on 
training. 


Its general management will be in the hands of its corporate members - the churches 
and big broadcasting organizations. Eventually it plans to open its membership 
to writers and publishers. 


The Rev. Edwin Robertson, London, a prime mover in the establishment of the WACB, 
will continue as executive secretary of the new organization. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
speaking to the specialists warned them of two heresies required by "present day 
broadcasting orthodoxy". 


The first, he said, believes it is enough to produce tapes for the mass media of 
what goes on in the sacred confines of the church. The second so empties "the 
Christian programme of the (unpopular) divine that Christian broadcasting is in- 
distinguishable in form and content from every other show on the at, 


Closer co-operation between Roman Catholic and Protestant communicators was fore- 
cast by Father Agnellus Andrew, London, president of UNDA, the international 
Roman Catholic radio, TV, and film organization. 


One of several Roman Catholic observers present, he said his attendance indicated 
UNDA's concern to seek out every’ way possible to secure stronger working ties 


with the predominantly Protestant Association. 
EPS, Uppsala 
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PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


(Uppsala) - The Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches was opened in 
Uppsala, Sweden,on July 4, 1968. The theme of the Assembly is "Behold, I make 

all things new", The photographs in this issue of Photo Oikoumene were taken 

on the opening day of the Assembly. Almost 800 delegates from the World Council's 
232 member churches were present, as well as fraternal delegates, advisers, 

youth participants, observers and press - a total attendance of 2,200. 


(275) Participants in the procession at the Assembly's opening service of 
worship included, left to rights: Dr. Martin Niemoller, of Germany, one of the 
World Council presidents; Dr. Ernest A. Payne, of England, vice-chairman of the 
WCC Central Committee; Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the WCC; 
Metropolitan Nicodim of the Russian Orthodox Church; and Bishop Johannes Lilje 
of the Evangelical Church in Germany. (276) Delegates from several of the 
member churches of the World Council marching in the procession from Uppsala 
University to Uppsala Cathedral. (277) The delegates from the Armenian and 
Eastern Orthodox Churches. (278) Following the worship service, Rt. Rev. 
Josiah Kibira, Bishop of the North Western Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Tanzania, (on the left) talks with Metropolitan Meliton of Chalcedon, 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. (279) Dr. DT. Niles, general 
secretary of the East Asia Christian Conference, was the preacher at the worship 
service. (280) President Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia and his wife at the worship 
service. President Kaunda will be an Assembly speaker. (281) His Majesty King 
Gustaf VI Adolf (centre) and some of his fellow guests at the luncheon given in 
His Majesty's honour following the worship service. With His Majesty are, from 
left, Archbishop Ruben Josefson of the Church of Sweden, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
general secretary of the World Council, and Charles C. Parlin, a president of 
the World Council. 
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JAMES BALDWIN, LORD CARADON 
DsCRY “WHITE RACISM" 


(Uppsala, July 7) - Christians from around the world gathered here for the Fourth 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches were asked in an impassioned address by 

a noted American Negro writer whether the Church has the "spiritual daring to repent" 
and use its power to attack rather than contribute to racism. 


A crowd of nearly 1,500 filled to overflowing the main lecture hall at Uppsela 
University for the appearance of James Baldwin, 44-year-old novelist known for his 
penetrating analyses of the racial dilemma in the United States. 


He, and Lord Caradon, permanent representative of the United Kingdom to the United 
Nations, keynoted a special programme on "White Racism or World Community", a sub- 
ject being approached in many ways throughout the Assembly. 


With evangelistic fervour, lir. Baldwin delivered a scorching message charging the 
Church with "betrayal" of black Christians, and Christians with "putting themselves 
out of touch with themselves" and of rationalizing their crimes against their neigh- 
bours. 


Against the concept of "black power" which today frightens many people, Mr. Baldwin 
declared, churches over the years have used a "white power" in a way that has con- 
demned black men "because they are black." 


Using the example of black activist, Stokely Carmichael, he described the tireless 
efforts of his people to achieve equality. There have been "petitions and petitions 
and petitions", he said, "but the moment comes when the petitioner is not a peti- 
tioner but a beggar". 


He was interrupted by applause as he stated that while Carmichael may be considered 
Me sia a by some, he is not nearly so dangerous as some people in South Africa, 
"or my own country. 


"The destruction of the Christian Church as it is today may not only be necessary 
but desirable", Mr. Baldwin declared. He exhorted the audience to "go back to the 
source" and follow the example of "the Hebrew criminal" who was hung on the cross. 


Christianity "still has the power to move the world, if it will. It still has the 
power to change the structure of South Atrica, to prevent the assassination of 
another Martin Luther “ing, to force my country to stop from dropping bombs in 
South-East Asia." 


Lord Caradon Urges Youth Action 


Lore Jaradon proposed an international coalition of youth to attack racism, and ursed 
that such a movement should have its own creed, projects, and volunteers. 


"The race issue is one which everyone can understand", he declared. "No one can 
escape from making their personal decision concerning it all over the world. Here 
is a campaign in which people of all nationalities can work together." 


Young people everywhere, he added, are showing a "healthy" impatience and readiness 
to understand the wider world, to thrust aside old barriers so that a fresh start 
can be made in racial matters, and, in their fight against "the monster of racial 
injustice", to shake the power structures out of their inertia and complacency. 


(more) 
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He suggested three steps that everyone could take:- 


1. To hate racial domination and other forms of racism; 2. To resolve 
never to accept or tolerate racism but to use every method open to oppose 
it; 3. To mobilize support of the new generation in an international 
campaign to rid the world of the evil of racism in all its manifestations. 


"I look to the World Council of Churches for courageous leadership in this campaign", 
Lord Caradon declared. 


Both Mr. Baldwin and Lord Caradon received standing ovations at the conclusion of 
their addresses. 


HPS, Uppsala 


YOUTH PETITION ASSEMBLY; 
AFFIRM HOPE IN WCC 


(Uppsala, July 7) - One hundred Swedish youth, bearing protest placards, marched 
through teeming rain here today to present a list of recommended actions to 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of Churches. 


About 20 of the group had marched 40 miles from Stockholm in the last three days 
to draw attention to their cause. They said their march was one of affirmation and 
hope in the World Council. 


Originally, Dr. Blake was scheduled to receive the petition on the steps of Uppsala 
University, but the heavy downpour made it necessary to move indoors. More than 
300 people crowded the entrance foyer to the Aula of the University for the brief 
ceremony. 


Glaring television lights lighted banners carrying such messages as "World Council 
of Clerics", "Christ is still too revolutionary for the Church", "Lord, make us one 
again", "Less talk, more sacrifice" and "WCC condemn U.S. aggression in Vietnam". 


Dr. Blake told Mr. Hans-—Erik Lindstrom, a Stockholm theological student who handed 
him the petition, that many of their recommendations were already a part of the 
Assembly's considerations. "We will study them all with care", he said. 


"I especially welcome the fact that your march and your presence here are the result 
of your Christian convictions and your concern for this Assembly and the need for 
the churches to be involved in great issues", he said. 


"We share your concern for the welfare of all men", he continued. "The question is 
how to achieve these things. I believe we must listen to each other and find the 
most creative actions possible." 


The four-page petition said Christians had a new consciousness of the Church's need 
"to stress the consequences of the Christian message for groups, and for changing 
the structures of society". 


"This social aspect of the Christian vocation has its ground not in a particular 
political viewpoint, but in the New Testament conception of the Christian's relation- 
ship to his neighbour." 


The petition recommended Assembly action on such issues as trade, aid and develop- 
ment, support of the UN, and family planning, and urged condemnation of atomic, bio- 
logical and chemical warfare, and of the U.S. and her allies "for continuing the 
war in Vietnam." It also urged "a radical decision moving towards the goal of ... 


isible unity of the churches." 
~Y ne EPS, Uppsala 
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RICH AND POOR NATIONS GAP 
SCORED BY ASSEMBLY SPEAKERS 


(Uppsala, July 6) - Pleas for Christians to help create a moral world community 
to match the world's growing physical unity were made here tonight by an African 
Head of State and an internationally-known economist. 


The Hon. Kenneth Kaunda, President of Zambia and a member of the United Church 
of Zambia, and Dr. Barbara Ward (Lady Jackson) , a prominent Roman Catholic lay- 
woman and professor of International Economic Development at Comumbia University, 
New York, addressed a WCC Fourth Assembly plenary session on "Rich and Poor 
Nations". 


Advocating world-wide extension of the war on poverty, President Kaunda said that 
in the present situation, 'to those who already have, more is being given; and 
from the poor, the least that they need is being taken away to pay the rich". 


He particiularly critized foreign companies which operate in developing nations, 
but make minimum reinvestments there. "We are, to most foreign companies, no 
more than a fish-pond in which the little capital they bring in is at best a 
bait on a fish-hook", he said. 


At the same time he stressed the need of developing countries for investment 
capital that is aligned with national development objectives. 


Dr. Ward presented a detailed historical analysis of the factors leading to 
economic development and under-development advocating the break down of national 
exclusiveness with respect to economic and social questions. 


"Where, in heaven's name, can we discover any limit to a Divine purpose that the 
wide bounty of the universe has been designed chiefly to benefit 20 per cent of 
its inhabitants?", she asked. "Where is Christ's word telling us to feed the 
hungry (provided they are British), to clothe the naked (srovided they are German), 
to shelter the shelterless Citovoded they are Dutch)?" 


The vision of a single humanity, she declared, was carried in Christian faith "to 
a degree of unity and interdependence for which only the organic union of the 
human body is a sufficiently vivid analogy". 


The addresses on rich and poor nations introduced one of the dominant themes of 
the Fourth Assembly, where decisions on the Church's role in economic and social 
development are expected to have far-reaching impact. 


Kaunda scores "Disappointment Decade" 


President Kaunda said there is currently no sign that the developing countries are 
Willing to help bridge the riches-poverty gap. With the world at the cross-roads, 
“the members of the international communi ty have lost their direction and objectives 
in a flurry of world-shaking events". 


"We have come to the end of an era of optimism. This has not only been a Decade. 
of Impatience, but a Decade of Disappointment and Disillusionment for the newly 
independent. nations. 


"Current definitions of principles and ideals in life seem inconsistent with what 
is real, with what members of the international community see and practise." There 
is a failure to come to terms with reality and diplomacy has placed honesty and 
truthfulness in a secondary position." 


(more ) 
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Yet, he continued, unless all practical and effective measures are taken to 
remove the difficulties facing the rich and the poor countries, “life will 
continue to be intolerable for the majority of INMankind, and peace and security 
will never be assured", 


Stressing the needs of developing countries for capital investment, he condemned 
"the new form of imperialism of monopoly capital", stating that “we cannot afford 
to allow foreign capital which only seeks maximun profit and makes development 

a mere windfall gain - mere crumbs falling from the rich man's table", 


He made particular mention of foreign companies which use relaxed exchange con= 
trols in developing nations to return their earnings to the developed world. 


"Our interest is in all-round development; our policies are geared to this 
end. Their policies, on the other hand, are designed in the final analysis to 
achieve one object: that is, to get rich quick and, if necessary, quit. 


"The irrefutable truth is that firms from countries already blessed with abund- 
ance, still find it apparently morally desirable and right to come into our 
countries empty-handed and live out of our meagre resources to increase the af~ 
fluence of their own countries of origin. This type of capitalism does not serve 
to narrow the gap between the rich and poor nations. It is one of the forces 
behind the current increasing disparities. 


"Both for individuals and nations, avarice is probably the most evident form of 
~ under-development, or perhaps decadence." 


Dr. Ward proposes "growth trinity" 


Warning of a growing "air of platitude, lassitude and repetition" about the riches- 
poverty question, Dr. Ward emphasized that the gap is, internationally, between 

a 20 per cent Atlantic minority commanding 80 per cent of the world's investment 
and trade and one-half of humanity still subsisting on two dollars weekly. 


By the year 2000 it is estimated that average per capita income in developed 
countries will rise from $1,675 a year at present to $5,775, she said. In develop- 
ing countries, during the same period, it will rise from $135 to only $325. 


Dr. Ward said the fantastic growth of Atlantic resources is precisely explained 
by the successful implementation of "the trinity of taxation, high wage bargains, 
and demand management". 


She proposed a related and similar trinity to achieve overall world growth: 


1. A world tax, of which the one per cent gross national 
product in genuine economic assistance was a beginning; 


2. Trade assistance, including stabilizing of primary 
prices, better access to markets for developing nations, 
off-setting finance to balance export earnings and 4 

, share for the developing in any new scheme for world 
. liquidity; 
3. A realistic world assessment of what the development 


task requires, instead of estimates based on what the 
rich countries think they can spare. 


She criticized the world's acceptance of national boundaries as the inevitable 
limit of citizenship and obligation, "We cross them to fight and trade", she said. 
“We may, occasionally, Cross them with acts of generosity in times of disaster, 

We may even, as an act of grace, 'give' economic assistance for a decade, with 

the understanding that it can be revoked whenever domestic pressure seems to build 
_ up other priorities. neem: 
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"But the sustained and civilizing obligations which have stabilized and enriched 
our internal economies stop at the frontiers where 'the foreigners' begin. So 
it is not much use pointing out that over the next three decades our per capita 
incomes in the Atlantic world will quadruple...These are domestic figures." 


The special vocation for Christians "in these days of technological unification, 
economic interdependence and planetary communication" could well be "to accept 
and create a moral world community to match the physical community". 


The transfer to one per cent of GNP, revised trading patterns, greater liquidity, 
a world strategy for development, become simply, though in more technical terms, 
"our eager response to the Lord's command to feed the hungry and find God Himself 
in the least of these little ones”, she declered. 

EPS, Uppsala 


YOUTH SEEK LARGER ROLE 
IN ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 


(Uppsala, July 4) - Opening business sessions of the Fourth Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches here were marked by an effort to give youth a larger voice in 
the decision-making processes of the global organization. The move had at least 
partial success. 


The routine procedure of adopting an agenda and naming committees was enlivened 
briefly when a motion was put forward to authorize the Nominations Committee to 
appoint two youth participants to its membership with speaking, but non-voting status. 


Professor Hendrikus Berkhof of the Netherlands, the leader of the effort, said it 
was based on fears of many in the Assembly that the enthusiasm of youth would be 
lost if they were not more actively involved in decision making. 


Although the motion died in the ensuing discussion, when it was pointed out that 
Assembly rules limit committee membership to full voting delegates, there was 
obvious sympathy for the proposal. 


Immediately following, the name of a young U.S. Episcopalian clergyman, the Rev. 
Gerald A. MceWorter, 25, of Nashville, Tenn., who holds delegate status, was added 
to a list of 20 nominating committee members, a mainly older group which includes 
one woman and one layman. 


It was subsequently agreed that in addition to Mr. McWorter, the committee would 
be increased by one layman and one person representing youth. 


Youth statement 


Attainment of a greater role for youth in the World Council of Churches was a key 
topic at a three-day Youth Participants Conference, July 1-3. 


The youth conference issued a statement declaring that they are "anxious to parti- 
cipate in this Assembly to the fullest possible extent. 


"This is difficult", the statement said, "because we are not sent by our parent 
churches, but invited by the WCC, and, therefore, have no delegate status. We 

were not invited to participate in the procession to the Cathedral. The procession... 
will reveal one side of the Church. This is not the only, and we would humbly 
suggest, the most useful side." 


"We are making our way to worship as we are without the trappings of grandeur. 
By participating in the act of worship we recognize the value of it but we cannot 
happily accept the structures which produce the subsequent procession." 


EPS, Uppsala 
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DUTCH THEOLOGIAN SPEAKS ON 
"FINALITY OF JESUS CHRIST" 


(Uppsala, July 6) - Christian contributions to development and tho search fora 
fuller humanity "will lack finality and the world will continue to totter between 
establishment and revolution" without the transforming Spirit of Christ, the Dutch 
theologian, Dr. Hendrikus Berkhof told the Fourth Assembly of the World Council 

of Churches today. 


"God has destined His world for a radical transformation", Dr. Berkhof declared. 
"fhe main change we need to enter the great future is the change of ourselves. 


"That lies beyond our own disposal. .But he who promised - 'Behold, I make all 
things new' - sent tne Spirit of Christ to apply and to fulfil His finality. He 
uses renewed men to prepare His future." 


Dr. Berkhof, professor of Dogmatic and Biblical Theology at the University of 
Leyden and a member of the WCC Executive Committee, addressed a plenary session on 
"The Finality of Jesus Christ: Our Common Confession and its Implications for 
Today." 


He asserted that, because it was christological, the WCCO basis of membership was 

not a minimum expression of what member churciies confess, but "a fertile soil for 
common growth, a starting point for common action, a guarantee of the Spirit for 

the progressing revelation of our unity." 


Finality "expresses the decisive character and universal scope of the person and 
work of Jesus Christ", Dr. Berkhof stated, and the word "has always been the essence 
of Christian faith" and "features sharply the distinctiveness, the timeliness and 
the scandal of our faith. : 


"We live in a world which in general holds Jesus in high esteem because of His lofty 
teaching and His inspiring attitude", he said, "but this world rejects firmly any 
claim to uniqueness and exclusiveness which the Church may make in the name of its 
Lord." 


Dr. Berkhof said that the finality of Jesus Christ is usually attacked from two 
Sides - the great religions are ready to acknowledge Jesus as one name, one way 
among others, while the modern secularized world accepts the fact of His influence, 
but believes the time will come "when his contribution will be exhausted". 


Similar two-fold denial "resounds inthe: hearts of innumerable Christians", but 
"finality is not an additional quality which we ascribe to Christ and which we at 
Will can affirm or deny. We confess Christ together with His finality, o1 we do 
not confess Him." 


The decisive ground for this confession was Christ's resurrection from the dead, 
which "was not a return to a former life, but the birth of a new humanity. In the 
resurrected Jesus, God disclosed the great future which He has in mind for His sin- 
ful and frustrated human creation. Jesus Christ is both the way which leads to 
this destination, and the window through which we see it." 


Dr. Berkhof declared that "as soon as the resurrected Jesus is believed to be the 
perspective centre of reality, the whole of creation begins to look different ... 
the new insights ... affect both life and death, the individual and his social 
traditions, nature and history, creation and consummation." 


"The more our world becomes one and the more we are aware of the great common 
evolutionary process in which mankind is involved, the more we need to relate this 


overwhelming reality witn the Lord whom we confess", he said. 
EPS, Uppsala 


No. 24 - 10th July, 1968 


ASS#MBLY TO RETAIN 
POLICE PROTECTION 


(Uppsala, July 6) - Delegates to the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
decided. in their second business plenary session today to retain police protection 
for participants. 


The debate followed criticism of the large number of Swedish plain-clothed and uni- 
formed policemen in and about Fyris Hall, where the Assembly is meeting. 


An unsigned docunent, headed "About the Police", was handed to many dele;rates as 
they entered the business meeting. It said, "Some journalists, some youth delegates 
and even some delegates are asking themselves what are the police doins in a church 
meeting?" 


The vice-chairman of the World Council Central Committee, Dr. Krnest A. Payne, of 
Great Britain, told delegates, "You do not need me to stand up here and say that — 
the world has become a dangerous place, to say that the government of any country 
which undertakes to have within its borders many people from other countries, assumes 
a heavy responsibility." 


He reminded them that a Head of State, President Kenneth Kaunda, of Zambia, was a 
visitor to the Assembly. . 


'We have no reason to believe that the Swedish Government is acting in a provocative 
manner or in any way that goes beyond the responsibility the World Council would 
expect it to accept", Dr. Payne said. 


The delegates were in obvious agreement .When a motion by Dr. Helmut Simon, Federal 
judge and delegate of the Evangelical Church in Germany, to have the police removed” 
lapsed for want of a seconder, there was loud applause. 


(Rumours of violence and protests at the opening worship of the Assembly proved 
groundless, although the colourful ceremonial was marked by a brief scuffle when 
police removed two youth delegates who attempted to hold a "Teach-in" outside the 
Cathedral. They were released a short time later.) 


In other business, the delegates voted to add three youth participants to each of 
the Assembly's two policy committees, which will discuss important issues such as 
the joint working group with Roman Catholics, and the reports by the aa-cnaan Sec-= 
retary and the Chairman of the Central Committee. 


They also agreed to a constitutional change ratifying the increase in the size of 
the Central Committee from 100 to 120 and of the Executive Committee by one or two © 
according to circumstances. 

EPS, Uppsala 
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ASSEMBLY HEARS VIEWS OF 
THOSH OUTSIDE WCC 


(Uppsala, July 6) - Views of the World Council of Churches and the ecumenical move- 
ment held by three major Christian groups outside WCC membership were presented 
to participants in the WCC's Fourth Assembly here today. 


The Roman Catholic view was presented in a comprehensive, wide-ranging statement 
by Father Roberto Tucci, S.J., of Rome, editor of "La Civilta Cattolica", who 

underlined the firm anchorage of ecumenism in the authoritative pronoucements of 
he Second Vatican Council. 


Roman Catholics, he declared, "no longer regard themselves as outside spectators 
who are indifferent. or merely curious... but as partners engaged in the same .... 
quest for unity." 


A spokesman for the world-wide Pentecostal movement gave a sharply-articulated 
catalogue of criteria by which his fellow-churchmen evaluate ecumenism. 


The Rev. Christian Krust, leader of the Christlicher Gemeinschaftsverband, a Pente- 
costal group in MUlheim-Ruhr, West Germany, said that "the Pentecostalist Movement 
originally hoped to become an ecumenical movement." 


Today, Pentecostalists are divided, he observed, between those who are interested 
in the ecumenical movement while holding themselves aloof from it, and those who 
reject it out of hand. Wore contacts between the ecumenical movement and Pente- 
costalists would be mutually beneficial, Mr. Krust asserted. 


While the ecumenical movement could help Pentecostalists "emerge from a certain iso- 
lation", he sa .d, WCC member churches would also benefit if they learned through 
such contacts "to recognize more clearly the variety of spiritual gifts imparted 

by the action of the Holy Spirit, and the practical effect of the gifts in the Church 
of Christ." 


The third speaker was Dr. Robert Bertram, a professor at Concordia Seminary in St. 
Louis (USA). Dr. Bertram is a member of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, largest 
of the conservative Lutheran bodies which have remained outside the WCC. 


He strongly emphasized his conviction that, among Christians, reconciliation and 
oneness are identical. 


God's uniting men "is his forgiving them, and vice versa. His previous strictures 
upon them, his judgement, had not been kept sccret in the privacy of the divine 
anger but had been played out against them in their mutual divisions. If we are 
not one, then by that same token we are not forgiven." 


Roman Catholic View 


In his detailed and carefully documented summary of the post-Vatican Il Roman 
Catholic ecumenical position, Father Tucci declared that his church now has moved 
away for good from the former "return to Rome" view of the ecumenical movement. 


The documents of Vatican II, he said, "do not infer waiting passively; they imply 
a dynamic concept of the joint movement towards unity, whereby our common search 
will enable us to grow together towards the plenitude of the Church of Christ." 


Striking a note frequently heard in World Council and other Protestant statements, 
Father Tucci stressed the need for constant "purification and renewal" of the Church. 


(more) 


"For us Roman Catholics also", he said, "the union of all Christians in the one 
Church of Christ cannot be the victory of one Church over another, but the victory. 
of Christ over our divisions, our conversion to Christ in which we are all loyal 
to the promptings of the Holy Spirit which is the Spirit of Unity, and which can 
lead us along ways that we cannot today foresee." 


Addressing himself to "what the Catholics are expecting" of the Fourth Assembly, 
Father Tucci underlined the importance of "the effort being made to place the churches 
at the service of the contemporary world, which ... is seeking a truly human solu- 
tion for the tremendous problems of peace, development, the relations between the 
generations, the racial conflict, open or camouflaged oppression, and violence." 


Another expectation centred on an "example of fruitful consideration of the pro- 
blems raised by the 'death of God' theology and by the new exegesis." He hoped 
"wholeheartedly", he added, that these problems "may offer an opportunity for con- 
structive search for a new language which is still a loyal expression of our faith, 
so that we may learn from one another how to evangelize a world that is becoming 
more and more secularized." ; 


Turning to the question of possible Roman Catholic membership in the WCC, the Jesuit 
theologian said that, while Roman Catholic ecclesiology no longer poses “an insuper- 
able obstacle" to such a development, "psychological and practical obstacles" are 
"much more formidable." 


He pointed out that, short of official membership, developing relations are possible 
on the level of regional and national councils, "and even a closer participation 

by the Catholic church, to the point of full integration, in the work of special 
organs of the World Council, such as Faith and Order, Church and Society, and others." 


But the question of membership cannot be evaded, Father Tucci maintained, because: _ 
of the risk of developing two kinds of ecumenism, one WCC-centred, the»other Rome=: 
centred. 


Regardless of how the institutional questions finally are answered, "the basic re- 
quirement is to continue the joint effort, to endeavour to do together everything 
that our conscience does not force us to do separately, to encourage an,ecumenical 
mentality in all our church-members, together with a deeper and broader ecumenical 
education and with the concern not to regard ecumenism mainly as a task for special- 
ists or for top executives, but as a. task that. is shared by all, in which everyone 
(especially the younger generations who will take over the tases can and must make 
their own special contribution, which must be taken seriously", Father Tucci 
concluded. 
EPS, Uppsala 


DR. BLAKE CALLS SPEECH BY 
FATHER TUCCI "IMPORTANT EVENT" 


(Uppsala, July 6) = WCC General Secretary, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, today hailed 
the address by Father Roberto Tucci. as "a very important event" in the WCC Fourth 
Assembly. ; 


Both Father Tucci's speech, and the letter sent to the Assembly by Augustin Cardinal 
Bea, he said, made "vital contributions .to the deliberations of. the Assembly." 


Dr. Blake agreed with Father Tucci's statement that the question of the Roman 
Catholic Church's membership in.the World Council of Churches cannot be dodged, 


(more) 


but agreed it was premature to discuss it at this Assembly because of the different 
stages of ecumenical development in various parts of the world. 


He said that difficulties would be created by the Roman Catholic Church applying 
for membership due to its size, its location in as many nations as the WCC's present 
membership, as well as its "known power plus its ecclesiology" or church structure. 


"However, the World Council stands ready at any time to discuss with any church 

the question of membership in the Council. If, because of a church's size or differ- 
ent habits or customs, the Council would need to examine its own structure, we would 
be willing to do so", he said. 


moPS, Uppsala 


POPE AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH 
SEND GREETINGS TO WCC ASSEMBLY 


(Uppsala) - Both His Holiness Pope Paul VI and the Ecumenical Patriarch, Athena- 
goras I of Constantinople, sent messages of greetings to the Fourth Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches in session here. 


A third message came from Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secretariat 
for Christian Unity. 


Pope's Message 


Pope Paul wrote to the delegates that "everything that you do to advance the cause 
of the unity of all Christians will be blessed by the Lord." 


He said the fact that 15 Roman Catholic "delegated observers" are attending the 
Assembly was "a sign of our time." (This is the first Assembly at which Roman 
Catholic participants are present with the right to speak, although not to vote.) 


Their presence, the Pope's message continued, "confirms in a most happy way the 
mutual intention to continue and extend the collaboration which already exists bet- 
ween the World Council of Churches and the Catholic Church. Moreover, it expresses 
the lively interest which we have in your Assembly. We pray the Holy Spirit to 
inspire your work and to assure its complete success." 


Ecumenical Patriarch's Message 

The message from the Ecumenical Patriarch, "first among equals" in Orthodoxy, as- 
sured the Assembly of his prayers, and said that he would be eagerly following 
Assembly proceedings because it is "the inescapable demand of this hour, both from 
the side of the divine economy and from the side of the world that the ecumenical 
movement should become the effective tool and means in the hands of Him who .... 
makes all things new. 


"The question is whether, and in what measure, we shall accept the call and shall 
hasten to follow, becoming really the fellow-workers of God." 


Cardinal Bea's Message 

A more lengthy message from the president of the Secretariat for Christian Unity 
also "rejoiced" in the new co-operative relationships between the Roman Catholic 
Church and the World Council as "signs of the times whereby the Spirit of the Lord 
encourages us, drives us forward, and obliges us to achieve together ‘the things 
which belong to peace'." 


(more) 
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But the progress achieved, he wrote, should not blind us to divisions which con- 
tinue to exist and "go to the very heart of our faith and our Christian life. 


"Common penitence before God", is required, he wrote. "Unanimity in penitence 
should mark the beginni‘ig of unity in the fulness of faith and life. 


"We are bound together in the ecumenical task. We are aware of both the importance 
and the difficulty of this task. It is indeed the will of the Lord that all 
Christians should be gathered together and united in the communion of a single 
Church. Scripture attests this. We cannot therefore relax our efforts until, 
through the grace of God, we realize the ecclesial unity of all Christ's disciples." 


HKEKEXK 


More than a score of other well-wishers from Europe, Africa, North America and 
Australasia also sent messages to the Fourth Assembly. They included: 


Germanos, Patriarch of Serbia; Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, United Nations High Com- 
missioner for Refugees; The Roman Catholic Bishops of Canada; Nwachuku Hme, chair- 
man of the Biafra Christian Council (Africa); Christian Peace Conference; Roman 
Catholic Ecumenical Commission of Melbourne (Australia) headed by Archbishop Knox; 
Dorophey, Russian Orthodox Metropolitan of Prague and all Czechoslovakia; Archbishop 
George of the Orthodox Archbishopric of France and Western Europe. 


Also, Lutheran Archbishop Emeritus Gustav Turs of Latvia; Leslie Paffrath, president 
of the Johnson Foundation, USA; Bishop Ashby, Episcopal chairman of the New Zealand 
Catholic Ecumenical Commission; Roman Catholic Bisnop John E. Taylor of Stockholm; 
and The Old Catholic Church of Muenster Westfalen, Germany. 


Among the personal messages received were those from the widows of three men who 
were to have played major roles in the Assembly. 


They came from: Mrs. Martin Luther King, Jr., whose husband was to have preached 
the opening sermon; Mrs. Franklin Clark Fry, whose husband was chairman of the WCC 
Central and Executive Committees; and Mrs. Zachariah K. Matthews, of Botswana, whose 
husband was to have made a major address on "The Churches and Human Need". 

EPS, Uppsala 


RUSSIAN PRELATE URGES STAND ON AGGRESSION 


(Uppsala, July 5) - The World Council of Churches should take "a more principled “and 
resolute stand on the obviously intolerant violation of international peace and the 
sovereign right of people who are victims of aggression", Metropolitan Boris Nicodim 
of Leningrad and Novgorod, declared here today. 


The bearded Russian Orthodox prelate, addressing the Assembly Visitors' Programme, 
asserted that: "In these cases, we Christians must not seek some common compromise 


decision, which as a rule does not satisfy anyone, but must call things by their 
name....' . 


Archbishop Nicodim said he did not see the possibility of "any essential changes" in 
the nature of the member churches of the WCC while co-operation is concentrated 
"exclusively on mutual activity of the representatives of two basic groups of churches. 
"By this I mean", he said, "the Orthodox Churches and the Protestant Churches." 


However, he declared, it was "with optimism and hope that we gaze at all the compli- 
cations and difficulties of our common Christian path toward unity...We shall go 
forward and not stop, but will continue the ecumenical movement, for before us, like 


a good Shepherd, goes our Saviour and Redeemer of the world, He who is the way, the 
truth and the life”. 


EPS, Uppsala 
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KING OF SWEDEN IS GUEST 
AT SODERBLOM HOME 


(Uppsala, July 4) - The former home of one of the pioneers of the ecumenical move- 
ment, the late Archbishop Nathan Soderblom, was the scene of a luncheon given 
today for His Majesty King Gustaf VI Adolf, officials of the World Council of 
Churches, and other dignitaries. 


At the luncheon, which followed the opening service, Archbishop Ruben Josefson 
of the Church of Sweden reminded his guests that the King, then the Crown Prince, 
took part in the Stockholm Conference on Life and Work in 1925. That conference 
gave impetus to the birth of the World Council of Churches, which was founded in 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands, in 1948. 


| Archbishop Josefson expressed gratitude for the King's "personal interest and living 
commitment" to the ecumenical movement. 


Another guest present, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches from 1948 to 1966, was present at Stockholm as a youthful 
delegate. 

HPS, Uppsala 


SIX NEW MEMBER CHURCHES 
APPROVED BY WCC ASSEMBLY 


(Uppsala, July 5) - Four church bodies were provisionally approved for full member- 
ship, and two others for associate membership, in the World Council of Churches at 
today's business session of the WCC's Fourth Assembly here. 


The favourable action of the 730 delegates to the Assembly will be transmitted to 
the World Council's present member churches. Unless there are objections from more 
than one-third of them within six months, the applicants will be received officially 
into the international organization of Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox and Old 
Catholic communions in some 80 countries around the globe. 


Meanwhile, representatives of the applying churches were seated in the Assembly as 
delegated observers. 
The four applicants for full WCC membership - all on the African continent are: 

- The Methodist Church in Kenya, with 13,000 members; 


- The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (Transvaal Region), 
with 110,000 members; 


The United Congregational Church of Southern Africa, with 104,000 
communicant members, and 42,000 baptized adherents; 


- The Moravian Church Eastern Province in South Africa, with 26,300 members. 


The applicants for associate membership are: 
- Eglise Protestante Africaine, Lolodorf/Cameroun, with 8,300 members; 
- The Methodist Church in Cuba, with 7,902 members. 


Owing to church unions in various countries, the membership of the World Council 

is subject to fluctuation and accurate statistics are difficult to maintain. Final 
approval of the six applications acted upon favourably at the Assembly here will 
increase the WCC's roster to 227 full members and eight associate members for a 
total of 235. Associate members are churches with less than 10,000 members. 


EPS, Uppsala 
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PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


(Uppsala) - The most widely representative gathering in the history of the ecumenical 
movement is the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Uppsala, Sweden, 
July 4-19, 1968. Four churches were received into membership in the World Council 

at the Assembly. They are: The Methodist Church in Kenya, over 13,000 full mem- 
bers; The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (Transvaal Reg gion), 110,000 
members, including unconfirmed children; The United Congregational Church of Shen 
Africa, 104,000 communicant members; The Moravian Church Eastern Province in South 
Africa, 26,300 members. All photographs in this issue of Photo Oikoumene were 
taken at the Assembly. 


(282) View of the interior of historic Uppsala Cathedral, where the Assembly's opening 
service of worship was held, with Dr. D.T. Niles of Ceylon as the preacher. This 
photo was made with a camera with a fish-eye lens. 


(283) Plenary sessions of the Assembly were held in Fyris Sports Hall in Uppsala. 
(284) Archpriest Jerzy Klinger (left) and Metropolitan Stephen of the Orthodox Church 
of Poland are among the 730 voting delegates at the Assembly. The delegates represent 
the 232 member churches of the WCC. (285) A three-day conference of Youth Partici- 
pants in the Assembly was held prior to the opening of the Assembly. The Youth 
Assembly issued a statement that youth participants "should challenge our churches, 
through every effective means at our disposal, to become more sensitive to the attempts 
of renewal in the lives of men, inside and outside the churches”. (286) Delegates 
from one of the Orthodox Churches. The largest group of voting delegates in the 
Assembly is from the Orthodox and Eastern Churches. (287) A deaconess from Germany 
in front of the Aula of Uppsala University. Uppsala is one of the oldest universities 
in surope. Some of the Assembly sessions were held at the University. 

(288) Assembly participants enjoyed free bus service, courtesy of the Stockholm and 
Uppsala Bus Companies. (289) His Excellency, Kenneth Kaunda, President of Zambia, 
addressed the Assembly on July 6 on the subject, "Rich and Poor Nations". 

(290) Metropolitan Nicodim of Leningrad and Novgorod, the Orthodox Church of Russia, 
speaking at the Assembly. Metropolitan Nicodim is a member of the WCC Central Com- 
mittee. (291) Lady Jackson (Dr. Barbara Ward), noted British economist and writer 
and Roman Catholic laywoman, was a speaker at the Assembly on "Rich and Poor Nations". 
Lady Jackson was a speaker also at the 1966 World Conference on Church and Society 

in Geneva. (292) Dr. Ernest A. Payne, a Baptist from England, is vice-chairman of 
the Central Committee of the WCC. (293) Robert Maurer, a youth participant in the 
Assembly, is a member of the United Church of Christ in the USA. (294) Pete Seeger, 
internationally-known folk singer and composer, sang at the Assembly plenary session 
on July 5. (295) His Majesty King Gustaf VI Adolf, Archbishop Ruben Josefson of 

the Church of Sweden, and Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft participated in the Stockholm 
Conference on Life and Work in 1925, a conference that gave impetus to the formation 
of the WCC in Amsterdam in 1948. (296) A "protest march" from Stockholm to the 
Assembly was initiated by individuals from different Stockholm churches. The marchers 
carried a petition urging efforts for peace, justice and human rights which they pre- 
sented to Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the WCC. (297) Participants 
in the Assembly lighting candles at the "Tree of Reconciliation” in Uppsala Cathedral. 
The candle-sculpture is the work of Swedish artist Olof Hellstrom. After lighting 

a candle, individuals deposit two Swedish crowns in the collection-box. First bene- 
ficiary from the collection will be the Martin Luther King Fund. 
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NINE RC'S NOMINATED TO WCC ie 
COMMISSION IN HISTORICAL STEP 


(Uppsala, July 10) - A turning point on the long road to Christian unity was reached 
here today with proposed inclusion of nine Roman Catholic theologians among the 
135 members of the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches. 


The announcement came at a plenary session of the Fourth Assembly when nominations 
to the theological commission were presented by Dr. Lukas Vischer, director of the 
Faith and Order Secretariat of the Council. Actual vote on the total list comes 
tomorrow. 


Their election will mean that for the first time Roman Catholics will officially 
belong to a member unit of the Council although the Roman Catholic Church itself 
is not a member of the parent Council. 


This is possible because the Faith and Order Commission operates under its own con- 
stitution which provides for representation from non-member churches. 


The new Roman Catholic members come from North and South America, Europe, Asia and 
Africae 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, hailed 
the announcement as "concrete evidence" of the intention expressed in the 1967 
report of the Second Joint Working Group between the Roman Catholic Church and the 
World Council of Churches to seek "constantly more dynamic relations. 


"The decision on membership in the Faith and Order Commission shows that these 
dynamic relations are going forward and that the vision of the future expressed 
by the working group was more than mere words." 


Dr. Vischer observed that "it is a matter of great rejoicing that for the first 
time in its history the Faith and Order Commission will be representative of all 
major Christian confessions." 


The 135=-member Commission includes more Orthodox than ever before as well as a rep- 
resentative from the 2,800,000 Missouri-Synod Lutheran Church, USA. 


The Roman Catholic theologians are: The Rev. Umberto Betti, O.F.M., a professor 
from Rome; Prof. Walter Burghardt, Woodstock College, Woodstock, Maryland; the Rev. 
Raymond E. Brown,New Testament scholar from St. Mary's Seminary, Baltimore, Md; 

the Rev. J. Chibangu, rector of the Catholic University, Kinshasa, Democratic 
Republic of Congo; the Rev. Bernard Duputy director of Istina, Paris, France; 

Dom Emmanuel Lanne, French-born Benedictine from Chevetogne, Belgium, who teaches 
in Rome; Prof. Jorge Medina, a Professor at the Catholic University in Santiago, 
Chile; Prof. Joseph Ratzinger, professor of Systematic Theology, Tubingen, Germany; 
and Prof. Samuel Rayan, Ernakulam, Kerala, India, professor at lumen Institute. 


Roman Catholic authorities at the Vatican agreed to the new relationship ten days 
before the opening of the Assembly here.They informed the Faith and Order Secre- 
tariat that the Roman Catholic Church would "accept the possibility" of Roman 
Catholic theologians being elected to the commission. 


The precedent-shattering relationship differs from other collaboration such as the 
Joint Working Group between the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of 
Churches and the Exploratory Group on Church and Society which have been jointly 
developed since Vatican II. Never before have Roman Catholics officially belonged 
to a unit of the Council, 


(more) 
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Such large church bodies outside the World Council membership as the Southern 
Baptist Convention and Seventh Day Adventists already belong to the Commission 

Dr. Richard Jungkuntz, St. Louis, Mo., is the newly named member from the Lutheran 
Church, Missouri, Synod. 


Younger theologians among the Commission include Germany's Professor Jurgen Moltmann 
whose theology of hope has received much attention in the past years. The number 
of women has doubled: from two to four. Included is Sister Madeline-llarie Handy, 
Presbyterian Church of Cameroon, There are also more members from Pentacostalist 
churches, and from churches in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. 


EPS, Uppsala 


U THANT MESSAGE PRAISES WCC FOR ITS 
SUPPORT IN UN OBJECTIVES 


(Uppsala, July 10)"- The Secretary General of the United Nations, the Hon. U Thant, 
in a message of "warm greetings" to the Fourth Assembly read to delegates tonight 
declared that the World Council's "objectives and problems ... are closely related 
to those of the United Nations", and that "your support and co-operation is very 
precious to us." 


He referred particularly to the two goals being today simultaneously pursued by the 
United Nations - "the maintenance and consolidation of peace and the necessary 
economic and social revolution to meet man's legitimate aspirations for social 
progress in larger freedom. 


"Both auestions I know are very much in your minds. It is only speculation to 
hazard an answer as to whether we have the will to meet our challenges. We lmow 
that the alternative to peace is utter destruction ... If man's legitimate aspir- 
ations are to be met, the struggle will call for all our spiritual and material 
resources." 


U Thant said that the United Nations family or organizations was "continually eval- 
vating, reorganizing and shifting emphasis and priorities in a never-ending effort 
to be relevant to current and foreseeable events." 


In this endeavour, he wrote, "the World Council has a considerable role in helping 
to point the way, in helping to create the trends of feeling and thought to which 
our intergovernmental organizations can in due course respond. 


The message recalled the words of his illustrious Swedish predecessor Dag Hammarskjold 
thet "in our era the road to holiness necessarily passes through the world of action". 
These are words, he said, "which well reflect, I think, the attitude of the World 


Council and the spirit of this Conference". 
EPS, Uppsala 


WREATH LAID ON GRAVE 
OF DaG HAMMARSKJOLD 


(Uppsala, July 10) - The memory of the illustrious Swedish Secretary-General of 
the United Nations, Dag Hammarskjold, was honoured by the World Council of Churches' 
Fourth Assembly this afternoon with the laying of a wreath on his grave here. 


The participants in the brief ceremony were: the Rev. Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, 
director of the WCC's Commission of the Churches on International Affairs,who acted 
on behalf of the WCC officers; ir. Curtis Roosevelt, of the United Nations staff, 
New York, who acted on behalf of U Thant, and Dr. Robert Gardiner, a Ghanaian, who 


is executive secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa. 
EPS, Uppsala 


DEVELOPMENT IS "NEW NAME FOR PEACE", 
INDIAN ECONOMIST TELLS ASSEMBLY 


(Uppsala, July 8) - "If we believe in progress and development, let us not flinch 
at disorder and instability", Professor Samuel L. Parmar, Reader in Economics at 
Allahabad University, India, told the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches here today. 


Introducing a background statement on world economic and social development, one of 
the six main topics to be dealt with in Assembly deliberative sessions this week, 
Professor Parmar declared: 


"Rightly understood, development is disorder because it changes existing social and 
economic relationships, breaks up old institutions to create new, and brings about 
radical alterations in the values and structures of society. 


"If we engage in development through international co-operation, we must recognize 
that basic changes become necessary in developing and developed countries, as well 
as in the international economy. 


"Development is the new name for peace, but development is disorder. It is revolu- 
tion." 


Professor Parmar challenged delegates "to understand this apparently paradoxical 
statement, which would imply that disorder and revolution are the new name for peace. 


"So often order ia ie camouflage for injustice, so that the very quest for justice 
generates disorder", he declared. "But we must live with this dilemma. 


"Our task is to imbue revolutionary movements of our time with creativity and to 
divest them of their anarchic content, for neither disorder nor revolution are ends 
in themselves." 


Commenting on the same draft statement, Professor André Philip, Director of the 
Development Centre, Organization for Becndhte Co-operation and Development, Paris 
said the churches had "to face the fact that a responsible policy (on seal onaetns 
would involve serious changes in all developed countries and in economic systems. 
It would involve painful sacrifices during the transition period. 


"Tt is not the role of the churches officially to adopt a political position, nor 
to undertake study of technical solutions", Professor Philip said. 


"Their duty is basically to present their questions clearly, to arouse the conscien- 
ces of those in the rich countries, make people aware of the sacrifices which are 
necessary, and finally to enter into a dialogue with all the peoples in the Third 
World which can create a climate of opinion that will produce a world-wide civili- 
zation." 


Statement on "Holy Spirit, Catholicity" 


Introducing the draft statement on "The Holy Spirit and the Catholicity of the 
Church", Dr. J. Robert Nelson, Professor of Systematic Theology, Boston University, 
USA, said: "We are increasingly aware of two kinds of inter-connected unity. 


"One is the unity of the Church; the other the unity of mankind. That these are 
intimately related is not a matter of empirical proof, but a statement of faith." 


Dr. Nelson said that, without disregarding economic and psychological factors 
causing prejudice and division in the human race, "we assert that the way of re- 
conciliation with justice is already available to all races in the communities of 
Christ. . 

(more) 
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"If the churches of this Council, and we who are members of them, have nothing 
other and better to offer this fragmented humanity than the pragmatic schemes and 
energies which are common to/all men, then we are either to be pitied or to be 
despised as hypocrites. 


"But if, in faith, we can allow ourselves as members of the Body of Christ to be 
made over in the new image of Christ, as genuine human persons living in the com- 
munity of His catholic love, we may begin to know what God the Creator intends 
this fleetingly brief but wonderful human existence to be." 


Other Statements 


The Assembly discussion on "Justice and Peace in International Affairs" was intro- 
duced by Professor Ludwig Raiser, of Tubingen University, Germany, who said the 
present peace strategy of the major powers was "based on mutual fear and mistrust. 
A just peace for the world involves radical initiatives by nations", he said. 


"The presentation included the showing of a film, "The Struggle for Peace", des- 
cribing the military balance of power in the world in 1966. At a later session the 
film was protested as "cold war propaganda" by several delegates and youth parti- 
cipants. 


"Justice, peace, development and rescue must be the context of the Assembly's think- 
ing about mission and evangelism", the Rev. Canon John V. Taylor, General Secretary 
of the Church Missionary Society, UK, told delegates in introducing the statement 

on "Renewal in Mission". 


"Only as we seek discipleship and: commitment can we hope to find God's will", Canon 
Taylor said. The subject of mission could be discussed satisfactorily only if it 
was remembered that "theologically, Christ might well have done with the whole 
Church as it is now organized and have found His House elsewhere." 


The question of whether "the crisis of worship" was the result of "the seculari- 
zation of the world or the secularization of worship" was raised by Professor John 
Meyendorff, seminary professor of the Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church of 
America and a delegate of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, who intro- 
duced the draft statement on "The Worship of God in a Secular Age". 


He said the “excessive sentimentality of nineteenth century hymns" in some Protes- 
tant churches’ and the wearing of "Byzantine imperial: costumes") in some Orthodox 
churches is open to questioning. "By being antiquated, worship does not necessarily 
reflect eternity", he declared. 


Film and drama were used to introduce the statement on "Towards a New Style of 
Living" after a short comment. by Mrs. Birgit Rodhe, deputy director of education 
of Malmo, Sweden. 


Mrs. Rodhe said the issue was a new one for World Council Assembly discussions and 
sought to define contemporary guidelines for the day-to-day lives of committed 


Christians. 
EPS, Uppsala 


BEHIND THE SCENES ARMY 
KEEPS ASSEMBLY RUNNING 


(Uppsala) - Behind the army of "Christian soldiers" who are attending the Fourth 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches here this month is another army. 


Its duty it is to see that the delegates, their wives or husbands ~ dubbed "spouses" 
on identification badges - observers, press and broadcasting representatives and 


(more) 


others, totalling close to 2,000 are fed, housed, transported and equipped with 
the materials they need for their work at the Assembly. The WCC staff itself was 
the advance guard in this major enterprise. 


Frank Northam, Director, Department of Finance and Administration, Geneva, said 
that planning began more than a year ago and culminated in the arrival of 200 staff 
members and 83 "co-opted staff" (personnel borrowed from member churches) a. few 
days before the Assembly opened on July 4. 


Asked at a news conference how much the Assembly would cost, Mr. Northam said it 
would be months before the actual total was known, but the anticipated figure was 
$506,000. This he described as "a shoe-string budget", and said that the WCC had 
to throw itself on the mercy of friends in order to obtain supplies, equipment 
and volunteer workers. 


The World Council expenditure, of course, is only a portion of what the total out- 
lay will be. 


Travel is the major item for those coming to Sweden from 80 countries. Mr. Northam 
said the total would probably be between $1 and $1.5 million. Younger churches 
get travel assistance from the WCC but no individual fares are paid. 


Generous Contributions 


Some idea of the contribution in manpower and equipment to the Assembly is seen 

in the published acknowledgements in the Handbook issued to participants. Ten tons 
of duplicating paper have been contributed by Swedish paper mills (a staff member 
figures this out to be 10 pounds per delegate). Other business corporations put 

10 Minibuses, 200 typewriters and 12 duplicating machines at the Assembly's dis- 
posal. 


Furniture was loaned, and the portfolios presented to each arrival were theszifts 
of a Swedish insurance company. 


Coffee breaks, have been made possible by local supplier and staffed by ladies 
from Uppsala churches. Interpretation equipment has been supplied by an inter-= 
nationally known company, and a Swedish banking firm set up the banking facilities 
in Fyris Hall. 


Uppsala University gave the Assembly its meeting rooms free of charge and also pro- 
vided sleeping accommodation in student dormitories. Sheets and blankets were the 
responsibility of the World Council, but again a friend was found who made this». 
possible at below normal cost: a local laundry agreed to buy back the: bedding, 
thus saving the Council shipping and storage costs. 


The Swedish Government itself has been a generous host, as have the cities of 
Stockholm and Uppsala. 


The Government and the local churches made an outright gift of 350,000 Swedish 
Crowns to the Assembly and the City of Uppsala made the Fyris Hall and School: avail- 
able, plus maintenance staff and part of the bus service, all without charge. 


Special buses driven by volunteers were supplied by the City of Stockholm to take 
people from their quarters to eating halls, the press centre or plenary sessions 
in Fyris Hall. The Swedish army supplied a fleet of 20 bikes for use by WCC staff. 


The volunteers most in evidence are the 280 young people serving as stewards and 
hostesses. They have come from all continents and all denominations and either 
hitchhiked or paid their own way. About half of them are from Scandinavia. 


There is even a small new church building especially erected outside Fyris Hall 
where experimental worship services are being conducted. 


EPS, Uppsala 
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ACTION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
CALLED URGENT BY ASSEMBLY SPZAKERS 


(Uppsala, July 10) - Preservation of the human family may well depend on construct~ 
ive measures in the field of human rights, the Fourth Assembly heard here in addresses 
emphasizing the worldwide scope of race and development problems. 


"The accent must be on action - action to erase from the slate of domestic and 
international life the catalogue of crimes against the dizgnity of man", asserted 
the Rev. Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, director of the WCC's Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs and an Associate General Secretary. 


He spoke here tonight during an evening session of the Assembly devoted to "“Yuman 
Rights: Retrospect and Prospects". 


The second speaker, Dr. Robert K.A. Gardiner, of Ghana, executive secretary of the 
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, stressed the magnitude of the human 
rights problem. 


"Race conflict is not restricted to a white and non-white confrontation", 

Dr. Gardiner said, "even though that constitutes its most prominent manifestation. 
In varying degrees, there are similar conflicts both between and within communities 
which we loosely describe as Asian or African." 


Declaring that "the idea of brotherhood of man has literally turned the whole world 
upside down", he continued: 


"In view of their faith and responsibility, what role can Christians be expected 
to play in the evolution of a world society in which justice will be done to all? 


"Tt is illusory to imagine that any self-respecting people will accept beings told 
where they can live, what type of work they can do, what kind of education their 
children can receive, the denial of legitimate law enforcement, and who shall be 
their friends or marriage partners. 


"The acceptance of such conditions is tantamount to a complete surrender of all 
human values. In the case of these and other fundamental human rights, there can 
be no option or compromise. 


"T find it difficult to believe that the world Christian community cannot influence 
the opinion and behavious of individuals and communities by its example, even its 
silent example. This would be possible, I am sure, if we were true to our faith." 


The UN executive, who has his headquarters in Addis Ababa, called for a "determined 
effort to reduce the glaring inequalities which characterize the present world 
economy.'' He said that while the primary responsibility for the development of 
Africa rests with Africans, the development can be accelerated by appropriate ex- 
ternal assistance. 


"The transfer of human resources should be a particularly important part of such 
assistance", he stressed. 


"In the short run an inflow of economists, engineers, technicians and managers can 
greatly raise the capacity of African countries usefully to employ available mat- 
erial resources; and in the long run an inflow of doctors and teachers in conjunction 
with the training services provided by the first group can help to produce a suf- 
ficient number of trained Airicans to manage their increasingly complex economies." 


(more) 
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However, he cautioned that "the effectiveness of technical assistance depends upon 
the maintenance of good relations among the different racial groups which will 
have to work together". 


Dr. Gardiner suggested that the failure of the recent United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development (UNCTAD) to produce specific proposals and a specific time- 
table for the development of particular phases of international. co-operation. re- 
flects "the fact that awareness of the actual conditions and the potential.of. the 
developing countries has not yet substantially entered public consciousness in 

the developed countries." 


Dr. Nolde Urges UN Co-ordinating Agent 


Dr. Nolde, in his call for "prompt action" on human rights, suggested that "there 
is urgent need for a United Nations co-ordinating agent" in the field. 


"The peoples of the world would see in.the creation of such an office at the high- 
est possible level, perhaps that of under-secretary, a fitting symbol in the obser- 
vance of the International Year for Human Rights and a commitment to intensified 
activity in the years to come", the WCC official said. 


Adoption of the United Nations Charter and the proclamation of the Universal Dec- 
laration of Human Rights were viewed by Dr. Nolde as among the evidences that 
achievements in the defense of human freedom have taken place in the past quarter 
century. 


"No longer do the whims and caprices of any single nation dictate what are the 
rights of man", he asserted. 


"Even more important is the impact which an emerging international human rights 
conscience, enlightened by an international standard, has had in casting the spot- 
light on violations and betrayals in domestic practice. The intensity with which 
violations offend the public conscience today may well be attributable to those 
developments which some dismiss as formal or academic." 


Dr. Nolde noted that the churches comprising the World Council had spoken often on 
the question of human rights. He cited the Oxford Conference of 1937, the First 
Assembly in Amsterdam in 1948, the Second Assembly in Evanston in 1954, and the 
Third Assembly in New Delhi in 1961, among others. 


"Courageous sacrifice has paralleled the long history of ecumenical pronouncements", 
the speaker said. "This has been true of those who suffered from discrimination. 

It has also been true, unhappily in too limited a fashion, on the part of those who, 
while not themselves the object of it, protested against it." 


"Man's desire to have his rights respected and observed is imbedded deeply in his 
nature", Dr. Nolde observed, adding that at times in history when men were forced 
to submit to one form of tyranny or another the desire did not disappear. 

EPS, Uppsala 


MINORITY MONOPOLIES SEEN 
GAINING NEW POWER 


(Uppsala, July 8) = Monopolistic control by minority groups is being undergirded 
by economic and political trends, an audience of several hundred was told at the 
World Council of Churches Fourth Assembly visitors'Programme here today. 


Appearing on aprogramme entitled "The World Today", two noted professors used recent 
developments in their ow countries to illustrate the theme. The lecturers were 


(more) 
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Prof. André Philip, director of the Development Centre, Organization for Economic 
Co-operation, Paris, and Prof. J.M. Lochman, systematic theologian of Prague. 


Student rebellions in France, declared Prof. Philip, were grounded in a process 
of industrialization and technological transition which found the mass of people 
more and more depending on a "small minority" of "technocrats" to make their 
decisions. 


Youth are coming to a realization that while they comprise one of the largest con- 
sumer groups, their lives are being "manipulated by the advertisers." 


They are rebelling both against a "feudalized, centralized university system" and 
the "technocrats" whose decisions are setting patterns for society. 


"They are refusing to be educated for competition. They want education for a soc- 
iety of dialogue and co-operation. They are fighting not for another type of state, 
necessarily, but for another type of thinking." 


Prof. Philip warned that mass uprisingsstand in danger of defeating their own pur- 
poses when they become violent. Violent methods, he said, give rise to the creation 
of minority, controlling groups which can counteract the goals of the movement 
seeking change. 


Prof. Lochman describing recent developments in Czechoslovakia said his country 
is trying to bring a new element of humanization to the society through the process 
of "democratization". 


In a sense, he said, it has produced a "classless" society which has made consider- 
able gains in eliminating poverty. 


Declaring that the charges of totalitarianism leveled against Czechoslovakia in the 
Stalinist era were not all completely "just or accurate", he said that at the same 
time, "there always has been a tendency in our society toward monopoly of power 
and monopoly of truth." 


Today, Prof. Lochman went on, there is reason for hope that "we are on the threshold 


of the creation of a democratic socialism..." 
EPS, Uppsala 


ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 
"UNCOMPROMISING" ON MIXED MARRIAGES 


(Uppsala, July 9) - The Archbishop of Canterbury said here today that he continued 
to be absolutely uncompromising in his attitude on what he termed the "thorny 
question" of mixed marriages between Roman Catholics and other Christians. 


Speaking to a Fourth Assembly press conference, Dr. Ramsey declared: 


"The unsatisfactory feature of mixed marriages is the pressure applied by the 

Roman Catholic Church to ensure that the offspring are brought up as Roman Catholics; 
also the official Roman Catholic non-acceptance of marriages contracted outside the 
Church. 


"About these two things I am still as uncompromising as I have always been. I find 
that many Roman Catholics are also dissatisfied and are looking for a new solution. 


EPS, Uppsala 
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DDR, BURMESE, GREEK DELEGATES 
UNABLE TO ATTEND 4TH ASSEMBLY 


(Uppsala) - Two bishops from the German Democratic Republic (East Germany), four 
lay members of the Church of Greece, and two representatives of the Burma Baptist 
Convention were unable to attend the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches here from July 4-19. 


Bishop Friedrich-Wilhelm Krummacher of Greifswald, a delegate from the Evangelische 
Landeskirche Greifswald (Lutheran), and Landesbischof Gottfried Noth of Dresden, 
delegate from the Evangelisch-Lutherische Landeskirche Sachsens, could not obtain 
exit permits from their government. They had hoped until the last minute that 

they would be able to attend the Assembly. 


Earlier it was reported that several advisers from East Germany, invited to the 
Assembly by the World Council, had been refused visas. They included Dr. August 
Kimme and Dr. Ulrich Kuhn of Leipzig, Pastor Otto Schroder of Parchim and 

Dr. Martin Seils of Naumburg. 


Others who received no visas were two youth participants, Ludwig Ruthenberg of 
Frankfurt/Oder and Jurgen Schmidt of Rochlitz, Saxony, and several members of the 
church press. 


Two representatives of the Burma Baptist Convention, the Rev. Aye Mya Kyaw and 

Dr. U Hla Bu, experienced similar difficulties in leaving Burma, as did fraternal 
delegate John Tetye. The Baptists thereupon notified World Cyouncil officials that 
they wished their church to be represented by U Kyaw Than of Bangkok, Thailand, 

a member of the church, already present at the Assembly as a fraternal delegate 
from the East Asia Christian Conference, of which he is general secretary. 


World Council officials said word has been received here that due to news stories 
which have appeared in Athens and Swedish papers, the Holy Synod of the Church of 
Greece decided that it could not abide by its decision of June 14 to send four lay- 
men to represent the church. 


The decision taken in mid-June by the Holy Synod represented a modification of an 
earlier vote not to send the 17 delegates to which the Church of Greece is entitled. 


A report drawn up by the Credentials Committee when it met July 9 indicated that 
701 delegates had arrived in Uppsala and taken their seats. An additional 13 have 
not arrived but are still expected. 

EPS, Uppsala 


DR. ROBERT W. MANCE, 
DELEGATE, SUCCUMBS AT 65 


(Uppsala, July 9).- Dr. Robert W. Mance, 65, a prominent laymember of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States and a delegate to the Fourth 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches here, was found dead this morning in 
his temporary living quarters. The cause of death was not immediately know. 


A medical doctor who served as treasurer of the Negro denomination, he was a resi- 
dent of Washington, D.C. He is survived by his widow and two daughters. His body 
will be returned to the United States for burial. 


Members of the Assembly working committee to which Dr. Mance was assigned observed 
a moment of silence in his memory at their evening session tonight. 
EPS, Uppsala 


| 
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BIBLES NEEDED TO FEED 
"HUNGER OF MINDS" 


(Uppsala, July 9) = The sermon has had a lot of kicking around all over the world 
in recent times but one prominent churchman at the Fourth Assembly said that today 
a ministry without preaching would be "a poor and anaemic thing". 


The Most Rev. F. Donald Coggan, Archbishop of York, Church of England, and President 
of the United Bible Societies, told delegates that "what the leaders of the churches 
have discovered needs to be discovered in every chmrch in the lands from which we 
come. 


"It needs to be grasped by the preachers of our countries lest the folly be accepted 
'which declares that the day of preaching is over, and dialogue alone is allowed to 
take its place." 


The Archbishop spoke following a multi-screen presentation of a film made by the 
United Bible Societies entitled "This Book - This World". Five screens, each 
showing five different images or the same one, depicted five stages of the litera- 
ture explosion on five continents. 


Dr. Coggan said he was "oppressed by the appalling realities of the population ex- 
plosion - the solemn threat that by the year 2,000 the world population is likely 
to be practically doubled". He continued: 


"I am-sobered by the formula which declares that population increases by geometrical 
progression (1=2-4-+8-16-32) while food production increases only by arithmetical 
progression (1-2-3-4-5-6). And 1 think in terms, not only of body hunger, but of 
mind and soul hunger when I ponder these figures." 


The Church must always go on her mission to the world with the Bible in her hand, 
Dr. Coggan declared. 


"It is the task of the Bible Societies of the world to see to it that that book is 
not only in plentiful supply in all the languages of the world, but that it is in 
the hand of the Church in the most accurate, most understandable, most vivid form 
possible. We have no right to blunt the edge of the Word of God by bad scholarship, 
not to limit its circulation by bad business methods. All the skills of scholars, 
translators, printers, illustrators, financiers and so on, must be baptised into 
this service." 


Calling attention to the growing hope for a common Bible and editions of a Biblical 
text for non-Christians, Dr. Coggan noted that many Roman Catholic bishops are 
encouraging Bible reading wong their members and among non-Christians. 


"It is clear", he saig"that something of a revolution is taking place in the Roman 
Catholic Church in regard to the Bible. We are indeed greatly encouraged by those 
sections in the Constitution on Divine Revelation promulgated during the Second 

Vatican Council which stress the need for a common Bible". EPS, Uppsala 


EDUCATION EXPLOSION CALLS 
CHURCHES TO BE "BRASSILY PRACTICAL" 


(Uppsala, July 9) - An "explosion" in education that has been strikingly dramatized 
by student demonstrations on campuses from New York to Paris to Prague calls the 
Church to get “brassily practical" in its approach to education, delegates to the 
Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches heard here tonight. 


(more ) 
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"Though the Church was in early on education, we come late to the current.pheno- 
menon", said the Rev. Dr. Theodore A. Gill as he introduced a report of a two-year 
special study on educational developments made by a Joint Study Commission on 
Education. 


Dr. Gill, a former college president, who is a clergyman of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the USA, said the information "bombardment" and rapid acceleration of 
educational activities originated by business, industry and other facets of arn 
as well as by school systems, pose crucial challenges for the Church. 


He drew a mind-picture of "a chart, a great circle round as the world, with wedged 
sections representing the various departments of the human enterprise, with racing 
activity somehow portrayed in each, all aiming at, moving’on the centre." 


The centre, he added, is "not the Church, as it might once have been, not govern- 
ment as it often has been, not the industrial complex as others today might claim - 
the centre is education." 


While the Church is not in control of the educational explosion, it cam and must 
bring its "ancient expertise and some good people and some relic resources" to a 
joint effort with professional educators to understand and utilize aspects of the 
development, he declared. i. 


"Let us be clear, though, that we will be no use to anyone or anything if our main 
new address to education is another expression of 'concern' ... Committee=sized, 
consultation-length evidences of concern are about the biggest rat-hole our precious 
financial sand gets pounded down in in the churches." 


Neither, he went on, should there be efforts to develop "a theology of education" 
or time wasted on "heralding the co-operation which would be essential: in our edu- 
cation operation, as another 'first' in Roman Catholic-Protestant-Orthodox relations... 


"Especially, let us not set up a desk or an office, get it co-operating with Roman 
Catholics, and then go into a long effort to establish our specific motivation for 
work in this field." 7 


What is needed, he said, are specific, practical services and the use of "a few 
qualified people to do‘one particular job at a time, 


"Could we make, perhaps, all the plaguing determinisms in education a special pro- 
vince of our interest: determinisms of family background, speech facility, physical 
or emotional handicapping, examination tyranny, educational planning, some kinds 

of counselling, drug pedagogy. 


"Whatever we settle on, though, let it be a compassable job, a stroke for humanity." 


Moral Dimensions 


Dr. Gill discussed not only the "vast lateral spread of education-in-general" but 
also an "explosion in the heights" involving the moral dimensions of developments 
in education which the Joint Study Commission document covers. 


Educators, he said "whether they are teachers or industrialists or politicians or 
advertisers or entertainers or artists .... the educators are not waiting for Faith 
and Order to decide what God made (or is making) when He made (or makes) man... 


"Tt is when you hitch the astonishing arithmetic of education to the. operative 
assumptions of the educators - their guiding views of what life is for and what will 


(more) 
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make us happy - that you see this explosion ripping into the moral stratosphere, 
blasing into our remotest future." 


Then, in recent months, has come an "explosion in the explosion", the student re- 
bellions around the world, Dr. Gill said. 


"On the campuses a generation erupted, an important piece cf society let fly. The 
protest might have begun on the field of general education, but it was a wild shout, 
a rough rejection of education in general, of everything taken for granted by all 
the elements now moulding people, coercing society, determining the future." 


While immediate student uprisings might be contained, they will "certainly not be 
contained finally". He cited a significant "subterranean seething" which has come 
to view through the students but which also exists "in many places other than the 
universities - some homes, for instance, and some offices". 


The student explosion also has called new attention to questions of development, 
Dr. Gill said. Declaring that there is wide agreement that education and trainings 
are basic in relation to problems of under-development, he cited needs for new 
expenditures and new approaches. 


"Development is more than a matter of material well-being", he declared. "Isn't 
that what the busy student rioters are screaming these bloody nights at their smooth, 
plump, parent society? The human spirit can choke to death as well as starve to 
death". 

£PS, Uppsala 


RADIO-TV BRING ASSEMBLY 
TO HOMES OF MILLIONS 


(Upssala) - If any European claims he hasn't heard about the Fourth Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches, it won't be the fault of the Swedish Broadcasting Corp- 
oration. 


Sveriges Radio's cameras, microphones, trucks and towers are as much a part of the 
daily scene here as the 2,000 people attending the Assembly and the output of radio 
and television programmes is phenomenal. 


The opening service in famed Uppsala Cathedral on Thursday, July 4, was telecast 
via Eurovision (an association of broadcasters in Western Europe) to an estimated 
one million viewers and daily broadcasts since then have been reaching new audiences 
all over the world. 


Representatives of broadcasting companies in Australia, Africa, Canada, Europe, 
Latin America, and the United States also are here filming and radio reporting on 
the spot. They may also request tapes and film from Swedish Radio, which has won 
high praise for its willingness to help everyone. 


Notwithstanding that since 1925 sole broadcasting rights in Sweden have been vested 
in this public service corporation, its officials have gone out of their way to co- 

operate with broadcasters from other countries and those wishing to have radio and 

television coverage of events of special interest to then. 


In the case of the World Council of Churches, plans have been under way for over a 
year and since the beginning of June a staff of some 200 has been involved in setting 
up equipment and building studios, and scheduling coverage of each day's events on 


the Assembly programme. EPS, Uppsala 
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NO CHANCE OF CHRISTIAN-MARXIST 
IDEOLOGICAL DIALOGUE, RUSSIAN LEADER SAYS 


(Upssala, July 9) - The possibility of genuine ideological dialogue between Christians 
and Marxists was rejected here today by the head of the Russian Orthodox delegation, . 
Metropolitan Nicodim of Leningrad and Novgorod. 


Speaking to.a press conference at the Fourth Assembly, Archbishop Nicodim, who is 
also President of his church's Foreign Church Relations Department, said that 
"dialogue presupposes the readiness of both parties to, agree. 


"How can there be a dialogue of Christians and Marxists when between them there is. 

an insuperable abyss,. and when the basic beliefs of one are denied by the other?", — 
he asked... "The positions that must be taken in ideological dialogue are irrecon-_ 

cilable." | 


The Archbishop's questioner had pointed out that Christian-Marxist dialogues were 
taking place in several parts of the world. 


Although rejecting ideological dialogue, ‘the Archbishop said "there is every 
possibility of fruitful dialogue with Marxists on questions of justice and peace”. 
This had been born out. by the Russian Orthodox Church's “experience in the Soviet _ 
Union over the last 50 years". 


In response to another question the Archbishop also said that" relations between the 
Russian Orthodox Church and the Union of Evangelical Christians Baptists in 
Russia are extremely fraternal and sincerely friendly. 


"There are frequent meetings between the leaders of the two churches and in many 
parishes, In my own diocese of Leningrad clergy have close personal A ag ab both” 
in their homes and in | their churches." 


Answering a question « on paaetions with the States es said, "The law of my country _ 
is the same for all Christians, whether Orthodox or Baptists. We consider we must. 
render to God what is God's and to Caesar what is Caesar's", 


Other points made by Archbishop Nicodim during. the 30-minute interview were: _ 


~ "From an organization point of view, the Russian Orthodox delegates 
at this Assembly attach great importance to the World Council com- 
mittees on Faith and Order, Church and Society and the Pollence awe OF 
the Churches on International Affairs; 


- "The Russian delegation has brought no specific ararts or PrOpoBeLa 
to this Assembly; 


- "The Russian Orthodox Church is already actively engaged in help to 
developing countries and recently gonated the equipment for a 
hospital in Beirut." 


Asked at the end of the conference to comment on criticism of himself and Sthet 

Russian churchmen, he said, "If some so-called Christians choose to make acer 

on me, I leave these judgments on their consciences". ci 
mor. 3 BPS; Uppsala’ 
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ECUMENICAL SYMBOL IN 
NEW DESIGN FOR ASSEMBLY 


(Uppsala) - A giant copper relief sculpture which serves as the backdrop for the 
Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches here will find a permanent home 
at the Council's headquarters in the Ecumenical Centre, Geneva, Switzerland. 


Olof Hellstrom, noted Swedish sculptor, based the design of the circular sculpture 
on the classic symbol of the World Council of Churches, a ship with a cross as its 
mast. The new version is the emblem of the Assembly here and is placed in the 
front of Fyris Hall. A ceramic plaque of the new design was given by the Swedish 
committee for the Assembly to all delegates. 


The massive copper relief was donated by the Ansvar Assurance Company which under- 
writes insurance for abstainers from alcohol. 


The new design breaks from the traditional version of the ecumenical symbol, a 
rather literal representation of a ship with the upright cross forming the mast. 
In the new version the forms surrounding the cross represent the sails and hull 
of the ship. The sail stands for "the active present, the circumference for the 
world. 


"The strongly marked rudder is fixed in the centre of the cross", states an expla- 
nation given to Assembly participants. "The rudder shows movement and direction 
towards ‘the new." (The Bible verse "Behold, I make all things new" is the theme 
of the Assembly.) While this breaks the traditional symmetry, "it provides the 
impulse of movement from the centre of the cross towards the circumference". 

EPS, Uppsala 


ASSEMBLY YOUTH CONDEMN 
WAR IN VIETNAM 


(Uppsala, July 8) - A forceful resolution against the fighting in Vietnam was passed 
here today by youth participants at the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches in a special youth plenary session held apart from the Assembly programme. 


The young people called for "immediate cessation of bombing in all parts of Vietnam 
and for withdrawal of all non-indigenous military resources and personnel’. 


They declared that "any political solution must involve all parties of the people's 
Vietnam. Any other involvement by nations must be decided by the United Nations". 


They called for specific condemnation for the United States, Australia, New Zealand, 
and South Korea. 


In a separate resolution, the youth supported the American soldiers who have deserted 
from the U.S. Army. 


Their "courageous statement in the middle of war indicates our position with regard 
to the Vietnamese debacle more clearly and more forcefully than the wording of any 
resolution we could pass", the youth said. "We therefore identify ourselves with 


that. act." 
EPS, Uppsala 
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FILMS ARE INTEGRAL PART 
OF ASSEMBLY SESSIONS 


(Uppsala, July 5) - A fifty-minute documentary film made by a secular broadcaster 
gave delegates to the World Council of Churches here a candid view of the way 
Christian churches appear to the world. 


"Christ and Disorder", made by the documentary section of the British Broadcasting 
Corporation, sought the simplicity of Christianity under "all the incrustations 
of dogmas and rituals and politics and hatreds" in the churches. 


Written by Patrick O'Donovan and produced and directed by Anthony de Lotbiniere, 
the film was televised in Britain on the Assembly opening night (July 4) and show 
here tonight. 


Following the documentary and a brief commentary, the internationally famous folk 
singer Pete Seeger gave an hour-long concert of songs of protest and hope, inclu- 
ding Negro spirituals, African folk songs, labour ballads, and Cuban and Indian 
songs. 


The Assembly programme committee said it scheduled the documentary in order to give 
the Assembly "an outsider's look at the Church with some of its warts showing." 


The commentary with the film said it "states emphatically what should be ‘fact one! 
for this Assembly - namely that to the small part of the world that is willing to 
think about the Church at all, many of the Church's great debates look like poli- 
tical squabbles; some of the Church's strongest stands on principle look like 
grudge fights between institutional interests, and promising new developments of 
Christian ministering are still too few, too local, too vulnerable." 


KKK 


Films are playing an important role throughout the Assembly programme. 


The opening session featured two short films both by Czech artists. The first, a 
ten minute film titled "Homo Homini" created by Vaclav Bedrich in the studios of 
the world famous Czech puppet film makers Trnka especially for the Assembly, used 
a combination of techniques - animation, puppets, stills, newsreels, and music - 

to depict a modern technocrat who feeds a transparent, brilliantly coloured cyber- 
netic head and is fed back the modern world in all its glory and gore. 


The second, by Pavel Prochazta, titled "Acceleration", dramatized rapid social 
change with a portrayal of man's quest for paradise from his original naked state 
to helmeted astronaut. The story shows the astronaut ending where the cave man 
began: lying under a tree as honey drips into his waiting mouth. 


Feature length films also are being shown daily in an Uppsala cinema, and there is 
a special programme of short films at the University. The cinema schedule features 
contemporary film classics including work by such directors as Ingmar Bergman and 
the French "new wave"directors. The University programme includes six short films 
from Eastern Europe. 

EPS, Uppsala 
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ASSEMBLY TO GET REQUEST FOR 
$3,000,000 IN BIAFRA AID 


(Uppsala, July 11) - New programmes for relief and rehabilitation of refugees and 
war victims of the Nigeria/Biafra conflict, calling for an estimated $3,000,000 in 
cash support, will be submitted to the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches in session here. 


The WCC's Committee on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and world Service has set up a 
special group to work out the proposals to be brought to the Assembly for approval 
at a later session. 


These developments were announced by the WCC's general secretary, Dr. Hugene Carson 
Blake, in a plenary session this afternoon in a report on actions taken by the 
churches through the Division since the conflict broke out a year ago. 


These actions have included eight charter flights of 95 tons of medicines, milk 
powder, dried eggs, and baby foods. Nearly 3,000 tons of dried fish had been ac- 
quired in Norway in co-operation with the Norwegian Church Relief Committee and were 
being sent by sea for distribution by the churches in distressed areas of Nigeria 
and Biafra. 


The first shipment has been delivered to Fernando Po for onward movement, the second 
is on the high seas, and the third will leave by the end of this month. Further 
shipments are being arranged. 


To date, the report said, about $800,000 had been received or pledged for these re- 
licf programmes in Biafra and Nigeria. In addition, the value of material aid given 
by church agencies amounted to an estimated $3,000,000. This material aid was in 
the form of foodstuffs, baby food, and medical supplies. 


A specially recruited medical team also is now at work in Nigeria. 


The report emphasized that from the beginning of the emergency, the Division has 
sought to undergird the local churches in their relief activities for the distressed 
on both sides. 


"Transport is one of the most difficult problems presently facing us in our efforts 
to bring help to the distressed", Dr. Blake said. ‘The staff are seeking ways of 
overcoming these difficulties, and it is clear that there is going to be a creat: 
deal of programme activity going on in future if you give us the resources to do it. 


"The concern is to meet the human needs arising out of this tragic conflict. In 
other parts of this Assembly efforts will be made to find ways whereby we can con- 
tribute to peace and a final solution of this conflict." 


Dr. Akanu Ibiam, of Biafra, one of the World Council's six presidents, expressed 
the gratitude of his countrymen, his government, and himself for all that had been 
done by the churches through the World Council. He said there were now 4.5 million 
refugees in Biafra who needed food, medicines, doctors, nurses, and social workers. 


KRAHE 


Press Conference on Nigeria/Biafra Conflict 


U Thant, secretary general of the United Nations, and officials of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross have held talks about the possibility of setting up an 
international commission to create controlled air and land passageways for the 

safe conduct of food and other supplies to famine stricken refugees of the Nigeria- 
Biafra war, it was revealed here today (July ira 


(more) 
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Canon Burgess Carr, co-secretary for Africa of the World Council of Churches, said 
the talks took place durin;; U Thant's recent visit to Geneva. 


He said the same concern is being: discussed by the committee of the WCC's Division 
of Inter=Church Aid, tefugee and World Service in session here in connection with 
the Council's: Fourth Assembly.°: Canon Carr spoke at an Assembly press conference. 


Monsieur Jean Fischer, co-secretary with Mr. Carr for WCC aid to Africa, assured 
the conference that ‘WCC supplies are getting through to the needy. He said eight 
plane loads" carrying a’total of'100 tons of supplies had already beén delivered 
and distributed in famine areas. He said the Council is continuously seckins new 
ways of expanding its aid. 


He added-that at the present time the World Council. and the Intemational Red Cross 
are using the service of one private charter plane company’to get food into Biafra, 
but that this obviously was not enough. 


"The problem is now'so great that the services of one agency or even of all the 
agencies combined are insufficient", he said, "but this is no reason why we should 
give up". 


Canon Carr described transportation as the number one problem. He said WCC aid allot- 
ments are made in: response to requests and priority ratings submitted by the chur- 
ches on both sides and that there is no pre-determined pattern. 


The Rev. Alan R. Booth, London secretary of the WCC's Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, scored widespread rumours that churchmen present at the Ass- 
embly from both Nigeria: and Biafra would use’ the opportunity :to- hold political talks. 


They have no mandate to do so, he emphasized, and it would-be "inappropriate "for 
them to hold political talks. Such talks, he said, must be carried on by political 
leaders who have the power to effect a settlement. 


"Tye problem is not to set people together", he said, "but to find ways of reaching 
a compromise". 


The question and answer session was interrupted when a young Biafran rose to his 
feet to make an impassioned statement that because of the fear of poisoning his 
country would never make use of food which had passed through Federal held territory. 


The Rev. Inya Okata Agha Ude, a theological professor, took the microphone and told 
journalists: "They are fighting us and want to kill us. Would you take food from 
your enemies? We have had experience to show that food reaching Biafra through 
Federal held territory is poisoned." 


The Federal Government, he charged, was waging a "biological as well as a physical 
and psychological war" against Biafra. 


He asserted that no agency could assure the protection of its’ food supplies if sent 
by land and that furthermore, any attempt to send aid by land. would require the 
reconstruction of many bridges destroyed in the conflict. 


Mir. Ude later told journalists there are an estimated 4,500, 000 refugees in camps 
in Biafra and tens of thousands of others living in squalid conditions in other 


conditions. 


But, he repeated his insistence that Biafra would never use food received by land 


routes and "starvation will never make us give up our rights". 
EPS, Uppsala 
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ASSEMBLY HEARS ANALYSIS OF CHURCH 
ROLE IN REVOLUTIONARY WORLD 


(Uppsala, July 13) - Both traditional liberalism and traditional Marxism are proving 
as "rigid and out of date" as traditional Christianity in grappling with the reali- 
ties of the modern world, M.M. Thomas, a layman of the Mar Thoma Syrian Church of 
Malabar and director of the Christian Institute for the Study of Religion and 
Society in Bangalore, India, told the Fourth Assembly. today. 


Both are in process of revision "to discover the idea of a new humanism which can 
provide the framework for.a 'just revolution'", he declared. 


Chairman of the 1966 WCC-sponsored World Conference on Church and Society, Mr. Thomas 
asserted that "the possibility of a Revol pier for justice petaaying the ends of 
justice from within is a very valid one" 


A vigorous transformation of society "so long as it involves a vigorous transfor- 
mation of power-structures.enabling real and responsible participation of people 
in the centres of society and state where power is exercised is the same as revo- 
lution", he said. Otherwise, "we make the strategy of violence the essence of 
revolution." 


Although there is always the possibility of violence in revolution, "we have to 
reject the idea that violence is the essence of the revolution, whether it comes 
from the side of the establishment or of the revolution." 


Referring to the 1966 Conference, which had as its theme the social and technical 
revolutions of our time, Mr. Thomas said there had been great confusion as a result 
of the inability of the post-conference discussions to distinguish between "the 
basic revolution for participation and justice and the more ambiguous strategies 

of revolution. 


"Radical change in the power structure as the bearer of social justice and not vio- 
lence is the essence of revolution. Of course, any transformation of power struc- 
tures, especially if it is vigorous, involves overt and convert power struggles 
which will have outbursts of incidental violence even when the strategy of revo- 
lution is non-violent; violence is always potentially present. ...." 


The dynamic of all revolutions in the contemporary world is their demand for real 
participation in the total life of society, he declared. 


"And this demand for social justice inevitably challenges existing power structures 
which exclude them (large masses of people) or expresses love for them in the form 
of paternalism. Indeed it is not just bread alone but human dignity that people 
are seeking." 


Prof. Dumas warns of social "Left-Overs" 


The second speaker, Prof. André Dumas, professor of ethics and philosophy at the 
Faculty of Protestant Theology, Paris, said that "all Marxisms the world over".are 
engaged today in a discussion on the renewal of man which would have sounded amazing 
twenty years ago. Also the technically advanced consumer societies, he added, are 
suffering from outbreaks of dissatisfaction and rebellion. 


Speaking on technological potentiality and the struggle for new forms of community, 


he analysed the weakness of modern technological society in providing participation 
and community for many people. 


(more) 
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Can the churches of the twentieth century "not only be aware of but take an active 
part in the struggle against the forming of a new proletariat external to the world 
of industrial growth, namely the under-developed two-thirds of the world?", he 
asked. 


He also spoke of social "left-overs" of the process of growth in the so-called 
societies of abundance. The more brutal, selective and competitive these societies 
become, "the more we shall have marginal groups of economic and cultural misfits", 
Prof. Dumas warned. 


"Social injustice here is all the more unbearable because it is based on efficiency 
and capacity. American statistics estimate that those who are becoming progressively 
poorer in a progressive society represent from 16 to 36 per cent of the population. 
In France in 1962 half the population had no school or technical certificate." 


The tyranny of efficient organization can become "a revolting iron collar if it is 
not able to create a community of all with all, if the needs of men are sacrificed 
to the needs of things, if economic development disintegrates social development, 
if communication is destroyed for the sole benefit of competition." 


Analysing the sickness of affluent society, the French ethicist made it clear that 
he was not saying that society is in need of a doctor and that "Christianity is 

at hand ready to offer its services with a therapeutic treatment which might be 
applied from outside. 


"The Church is not a doctor analysing symptoms, ordering prescriptions and paying 
a few visits in order to pronounce his verdict: state improved, chronic, or incur- 
able", he declared. 


"We are part of society, dreaming her dreams, sharing in her sickness, struggling 
on or giving up with her. We Christians are not on the side, above or underneath, 
but in the technical and social revolutions taking place in our time ... A diag- 
nosis is only useful if heard from within, if patient and doctor become one, through 
this solidarity that Jesus Christ lived on the cross and in the resurrection." 

EPS, Uppsala 


PHOTOS, SPEECHES DESCRIBE CHURCHES' 
WORK TO MEET HUMAN NEED 


(Uppsala, July 12) - A Negro boy from the Mississippi Delta in the USA looks wist- 
fully at a symbolic representation of the world split into many segments by its 
economic, political, racial, and other divisions. His unspoken thought: Must I 
grow up in a world torn apart like this? 


This was the first of 38 pictures, drawn from the most dramatic work of photographers 
all over the world, that confronted participants in the Fourth Assembly when they 

met in general session tonight to consider the work carried on for them in some 

80 countries through the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World 
Service. 


The photographs seen by the Assembly participants as they were led on a "procession 
of compassion" by WCC president Dr. Martin Niemoller and other church leaders, de- 
picted the conditions of war in Vietnam, life in Middle East refugee camps, famine 
in India, and poverty in Latin America. There were also pictures of the ways in 
which the churches together are striving through their service to care for the 
suffering. 


(more) 


The exhibition was only one part of the presentation on the work of Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee and World Service. The Swedish churches staged an open-air display 
of various kinds of material aid given by Christian agencies, such as tents, medi- 
cines, food, blankets, tractors, tools, and well-drilling machinery. 


The wide range of the churches! efforts, channelled ecumenically through the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service, was surveyed in speeches 
by Miss Janet Lacey, Britain, Dr. Ulrich von Bruck, DDR, and Pastor Jean Kotto, 
Cameroon. 


"Aid given by the churches has no strings attached to it", Pastor Kotto said. "Its 
aim is solely to render service without expecting anything in return. It does not 
even insist on the recipients! belonging to the Christian faith. The churches are 
helping the non-Christian world irrespective of the faith held by people in need, 
and in this way they are helping to overcome certain divisions." 


Pastor Kotto suggested that if a consumer tax could be levied in Western countries 
on goods manufactured from raw materials imported from the Third World, and part 
of this tax could revert to the producing countries, this would relieve their pov- 
erty to some extent and the Third World would not have to wait for manna to fall 
from heaven." 


Dr. von Bruck said that the Northern Hemisphere is being challenged to make greater 
sacrifices to assist the Southern Hemisphere and to promote the sound development 
of the young nations. The majority of Christians live in the Northern Hemisphere 
which has 80 per cent of the world's wealth, but only 20 per cent of its population. 


"Christians therefore enjoy an affluence that is due to an unfair distribution of 
wealth, and their conscience compels them to be partners with the developing 
countries." 


Miss Janet Lacey said that the "poverty gap" meant that millions of families were 
attempting to live on US$ 1.20 a week. 


"Narrowing the poverty gap would be one step towards tackling race discrimination 
because health and strength give a person added power and dignity as well as the 
urge to resist exploitation. 


"The churches of every denomination, including the Roman Catholic Church and the 
member churches of the WCC, represent the largest non-governmental organization 
working for refugees, development programmes, and the victims of disasters. Of 
course it is not enough and is only a drop in the bucket, but if you ask any of 

the appropriate United Nations' Specialized Agencies and the Red Cross, with whom 
the Division of Inter-Church Aid and the Roman Catholic agencies work closely, they 
would agree. 


"T have heard it said in this Assembly that Inter-Church Aid is a palliative. 
Those who talk like that obviously have no idea what it means to be permanently 
hungry. To deny the starving man food is wicked and inexcusable. Such talk about 
palliatives is utterly irresponsible." 


Every participant received a copy of the 1967 report of the WCC's Division of Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee and World Service. This showed that just short of US$ 13,000,000 
was received during the year for all activities, including refugee work. This 

amount was cash and did not include the value of material goods sent by member 
churches. All money contributed through the WCC for projects and appeals is trans- 
mitted without any deduction whatsoever because the Division's own budget is under- 
written separately by its member church agencies. 


EPS, Uppsala 
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MAJOR STUDY PRESENTED ON 
HURCHES AND MASS MEDIA 


(Uppsala, July 11) - Fora week the communication explosion in all its forms - filn, 
radio, television, press, tape recording, photographs and slides - has been a per- 
vasive, taken-for-granted presence here. 


Tonight, participants in the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches heard 
the name of the explosion's "prophet" mentioned for the first time. 


Presenting a major study report on mass communication media and their meaning fo2: 
Christian churches, Mr. Penry Jones called the prophet, Canadian Marshall licLuhan, 
a "catherine-wheel of ideas about the media". 


lire Jones, who is head of religious broadcasting of the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, was joined in the presentation of the document by Bishop Hanns Lilje of 
Hannover, Germany, chairman of the group of secular and religious communicators 
who have prepared the report over the past three years. 


Mir. Jones stressed that initiative for a study project on the media had come init- 
ially from people working in press, radio and television who were "concerned about 
the exercise of their owm responsibilities within the media and concerned that 

the churches should recognize their own responsibilities towards the media and 
pastorally towards the people who work in them". 


At the same time, he made it clear that the document was not intended to be taken 
as a "definitive report based on exhaustive study. 


"We hope it is a reasonable alpha - with no attempt to fill in up to omega", he said. 


The document is divided into three sections and Mr. Jones stressed the significance 
of its sequence, noting the "occupational disease of many church documents" which 
begin with theological statements from which all else is derived. The primary con- 
cern of the report, he said, "is with the media in their own right". 


The first. section deals descriptively with the impact of the modern media on society 
and on the Church. 


The second section was described by Mr. Jones as "devoted to theological reminders" 


which follow from consideration of the media themselves. 


The third section contains a number of specific recommendations concerning the chur- 
ches' stance. toward and activities in the media. 


Pleading for Christians to be more deeply involved in promoting the" truly human 
virtues - honesty, responsibility, love and humility" in the midst of the trans- 
formations being wrought by the media, Jones said that "the good radio and TV pro- 
ducer sees the world as no dead facade. Behind the two-dimensional cardboard he 
sees something of the kingdom and the power and the glory. 


"Creative communication can evoke ‘a response of awe and reverence, a sense of love 
and wonder about life and people." 


He declared His own firm conviction of the media's possibilities to help people see, 
in the words of William Blake, ‘with the eye not through the eye’. 


"If I did not believe that in all communication (not necessarily all the time) there 
was not the possibility of stabbing men awake, if it was all just anaesthetic, 
passing the time, making the money, there would be little point in serving the insti- 


tutions of the media, however much 'religious' communication they included." 
Subes EPS, Uppsala 


700 PRESS, RADIO/TV REPORTERS 
COVERING ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 


(Uppsala) - There's a newspaper, magazine, wire service or broadcasting represen- 
tative for every delegate at the World Council of Churches! Fourth Assembly meeting 
here. 


Well, not quite. 


There are 701 delegates and 700 press and broadcasting reporters, editors and writers 
from countries around the world, which should ensure coverage of every city, town 
and hamlet on earth. 


The wire services, AP, Reuters and UPI, are here, as are some famous-name dailies 
and weeklies. - 


"Famous" is, however, a relative term as was revealed at a press conference with 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. When Miss Ardis Whitman.of the American publication 
'\icCall's Magazine"wanted to ask a question and announced her name and publication, 
the.Archbishop asked, "Whose magazine?" 


The number of words. per day being sent around the globe is torrential but the exact 
figure is impossible to pin down. Lester Heins, representing United Press Inter- 
national, estimates he sends 800-1,000 words a day, but George Boultwood, chief of 
AP's Oslo Bureau, says his service has no set figure. 


"It's a matter of compression", he said. "The average newspaper story today runs 
from 500-600 words and the wires are usually so crowded that we have to choose the 
stories we think will interest editors." 


Religious News Service, New York, the inter-faith press service which serves most 
religious journals and numerous secular periodicals in the U.S. and Canada, has a. 
staff of two news writers, augmented by three theologians - Protestant, Roman 
Catholic and Orthodox - who are writing interpretative articles on Assembly pro- — 
ceedings. 


EPD of Germany (Evangelischer Pressedienst) also has its own Bureau at the WCC Press 
Centre and sends three Telex transmissions per day to about 100 member papers and 
broadcasting stations. These are combined with transmissions. from the permanent 
bureau of EPD in Frankfurt, West Germany. Altogether, EPA serves about 250 member 
papers and broadcasting stations, plus 500 churches, universities and other insti- 
tutions. 


Reams of copy also are being turned out in press releases issued by the World Council 
through English, German, French and Scandinavian desks, manned by more than a score 
of co-opted church journalists and half a dozen staff members from the WCC's head- 
quarters in Geneva, Switzerland. . 

EPS, Uppsala 


CHRIST-LIKE LIVES ARE KEY. . 
TO EVANGELISM, DR. BLAKE SAYS 


(Stockholm, July 14) - The Church's problem of evangelism is not so much one of 
better communication as it is one of more Christ-like living, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches, told worshippers at a special 
open air service in Stockholm today. | 


More than 1,800 Assembly participants attended. the service in the city's Sergal 
Square, and an additional estimated tens of thousands of persons watched on TV. 


(more) 


"It is Christian hypocrisy, conscious or unconscious, that stands in the way of 
the world's understanding of the Gospel", said Dr. Blake. "Wrong acts betray our 
Lord more effectively than inadequate words." 


The only persuasive witness to God was "living in His presence and according to 
His commandments. 


"To act with courage when others are fearful is to witness to your Christian faith 
and is more eloquent that any sermon. 


"To act in hope when your fellows are in despair is to believe the Gospel and will 
entice others to faith. To act in love and forgiveness when others hate and re- 
taliate is always understood by any who see it." 


Speaking of the need for unity in the Church and the world, Dr. Blake said the pro- 
blems of rich and poor both within and between nations would be solved "not by more 
and more eloquent exhortations to men to be more generous, but by enlightening 
men's imaginations to see that they are all part of one family on this earth, that 
God is their father and that the lines of class, colour and nation must be obliter- 
ated. 


"Men will be generous and even just only as they recognize their responsibility to 
each other", he added. "Charity in the Christian sense requires as much imagination 
as goodwill, requires patterns of equal justice even more than occasional gener- 
osity or petty sacrifices." 


Reminding his huge audience of worshippers that God has "called us peace-makers", 
Dr. Blake added, "Why don't we then do more for peace in Vietnam? .What can we do 
to reconcile white and black in South Africa? 


"Fach man", he declared,"makes his contribution to peace where he is and according 
to his influence. If a man lives by love, and mercy, and hope, and generosity, 
and plays his role as a Christian and a citizen moved by these virtues, he will 
help establish peace." 


However, "if a man acts out of bitterness, or hate, or resentment, or revenge, or 
fear, or cynicism, or despair, he cannot be a Christian, and his influence as a 
citizen will be forswar and against peace. To forgive and to be forgiven, to re- 
concile and to be reconciled is the way of Christ. By resisting selfishness and 
warlike propaganda, by promoting justice and mercy, we become peace-makers." 


The offering taken at the service will be devoted to aid, rehabilitation and dev- 
elopment projects of the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World 


Service. 
EPS, Uppsala 


NEWNESS OF WORLD SEEN: 
FORCING CHURCHES TO "GAMBLE" 
(Uppsala, July 9) - There is a newness about the world today that is stimulating 


the Church "to gamble a little more than in the past and let new situations help 
create a new theology", a prominent Swedish-American theologian said here. 


Visitors to the Fourth Assembly nearly filled the main lecture hall of Uppsala Uni- 
versity to hear Dr. Krister Stendahl, dean of Harvard Divinity School, Cambridge, 
Mass., (USA), and Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, discuss the 


Assembly theme: "Behold, I make all things new". 


(more) 
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Special applause greeted Dr. Stendahl, who was chaplain and professor at the! univer- 
sity here from 1948 until he went to the United States in 1954..-A.U.S. citizen » 
since 1967, he was one of three candidates last year for Primate of the Church of 
Sweden —- a post that went to Bishop Ruben Josefson. . 


In his address, the Lutheran theologian stressed that the rapid rate of change today 
is forcing "everybody over 30" to abandon tendencies "to minimize how really new .: 
the. world is" and view current developments simply as variations .of old problems. 


"We have come to the point", he said,"where we don't have the stomach. to say that 
nuclear weapons are just bigger’ guns." 


He suggested that new communications techniques "have created a global village which 
calls for new structures", that contraceptives will have an effect not only on the... 
population explosion "but on Christian attitudes toward pre-marital relations", and 
that developments in all world religions challenge Christianity to "radically new 
thinking about missions. 


"In facing newness squarely, the Church finds its hopes for renewal", Dr. Stendahl 
said. He suggested that a "new theology" developed out of new situations may come 
into being along with the traditional method of first trying to find "a clear 
Christian. stand" before confronting change. 


In his address Dr. Blake ‘repeated his hope that the Assembly would produce a new 
programme in co-operation with the Roman Catholic Church aimed at development of 
new Christian "insight into morality" and new thinking on problems of rich and poor. 


Stating that technological developments"have made us one group on one earth", 

Dr. Blake declared that the Church has a moral obligation "to get ordinary people 
to begin to think beyond national frontiers." Prjay ier 
EPS, Uppsala. . 


CZECH COMMUNISTS NOW SEE NEW 
DIMENSION OF NEED, HROMADKA SAYS 


(Uppsala, July 10)..- Communists in Czechoslovakia realize they haven't all the an- 
swers, a veteran. theologian told. a press conference this afternoons . 


Dr. Josef Hromadka, professor onthe Comenius Faculty of Theology in Prague; and~ 
a member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches since 1948, said 
that human. problems added.a much deeper dimension than the Communists. web one “time © 
believed ;existed. , 


Dr. Hromadka said he had been telling this to the Marxists since 1948 and gradually 
they had come to realize that "it is not enough to change the society because human 
problems go much deeper". 


A member of a group of intellectuals in Prague holding regular ‘discussions with © 
Marxists, he described himself as being "optimistic rather than naive, as some claim 
T am", 


Speaking of what might be achieved by dialogue, Dr. Hromadka said that synthesis 
may never be possible, and only if Christians ask themselves if they really believe 
what they say, will dialogue be effectives 


In Czechoslovakia, he said, "we have our own climate and we are forced by the situa- — 
tion to engage in a discussion of our problems. In my judgment the Soviet Union 
will come to the same situation as we now face. Marxists realize that they simply 
cannot avoid'a discussion about the human problem". 

EPS, Uppsala 


RUSSIAN BAPTIST LEADER TELLS 
OF CHURCH'S LIFE IN USSR 


(Uppsala, July 11) - Changes in the Soviet Union's restrictive laws on religion 
might be possible if a majority of the USSR's religious groups sought revision, but 
there is no evidence of such a move, a Russian Baptist leader said here today. 


Addressing a Fourth Assembly press conference, the Rev. Konstantin Velisejchik de- 
scribed a recent effort by a "small group of Baptists" for more religious freedom 
as one which would have been opposed "by the people themselves" if the government 
hadn't stopped it. 


A delegate to the Assembly, Mr. Velisejchik is senior presbyter in Minsk for the 
Union of Evangelical Christian Baptists in the USSR, a group which comprises some 
500,000 Baptists, Evangelicals, Pentecostalists, and Mennonites. 


Answering questions about restrictions on church activity, Mr. Velisejchik repeat-— 
edly stressed the freedom of religious groups to maintain their own worship life 
and provide religious instruction for their own children. 


Concerning "persecution" of Christians and the jailing of some pastors, he said that 
the persecution of the Stalin era has ended and that "some people have been senten- 
ced not because of their faith but because of the laws". 


Mir. Velisejchik said his own church had made gains in recent years in the numbers 
of baptisms, and that the publication of religious literature, hymn books and Bibles 
is gradually increasing. 


The training of pastors is mainly a personal matter, he said, commenting that most 
of the church's leaders are people "who have trained themselves on their knees before 
the Lord". He expressed hope that a new Bible correspondence school, with some 

100 enrolled, would add measurably to church leadership. 


Asked whether a member of the Baptist church could be a member of the Communist 
Party, lr. Velisejchik said that "for our part" this would be possible if the per- 
son also could retain a "genuine Christian faith". He quickly pointed out, however, 
that the Communist Party would not accept a genuine Christian. 

EPS, Uppsala 


YOUTH URGE POSITIVE ACTION 
TO CLOSE RICH-POOR NATIONS GAP 


(Uppsala, July 10) - The Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches "will 
fail" if it does not place at the top of its agenda a programme of positive action 
to close the gap between rich and poor nations, a group of youth participants said 
here today. 


Four of the 134 young people at the Assembly, who have speaking but non-voting sta- 
tus, touched on a variety of subjects at the general press conference. They pre- 
faced their appearance by renewing a call for a greater role for youth in Assembly 
decision-making. 


Robert Maurer, New York, a Union Theological Seminary graduate, said that young people 
appreciate getting a "look-see" at the Assembly by placement on a few committees, 

but added, youth still are "somewhat impatient" with a "lack of urgency" in Assembly 
meetings and believe that if there is to be a major drive for renewal in the chur- 
ches it "requires the energies of youth". 


Jan Pronk, a research associate of the Netherlands School of Economics, called for 
specific Assembly action to promote development in poor nations. He suggested chur- 
ches urge individual self-taxation and call on their members to engage actively 
in the political life of their countries. EPS, Uppsala 
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SENATOR MeGOVERN SCORES "SELF-RIGHTEOUS" 
CRITICISM OF U.S. VIETNAM POLICY 


(Uppsala, July 11) + A United.States Senator who describes himself as,"a long-time 
critic of the U.S. involvement in Vietnam" today called some of the’ criticism here 
of the United States "self-righteous and intolerant". 


Senator George McGovern, (Democrat, South Dakota), a delegate of The Methodist. Church 
to the Fourth Assembly, speaking during a press conference declared: 


"I came to this Assembly expecting some expression of anti-Americanism, such as we 
find and accept throughout the world today. JI myself have been a severe critic of 
the U.S. role in South-East Asia since 1963. | oy 


"But I have been surprised by the self-righteous and intolerant expressions of, opin- 
ion I have heard. The delegates from no nation come to this Assembly with clean 
hands. If the U.S..is as blind and evil as some imply, then surely we are in.need 
of the Assembly's compassion and prayers, and not intolerance. 


"IT have no objection to the expression of suggestions that might lead to an end of 
the war in Vietnam... What I object to is. the lack of awareness, by Assembly. parti- 
cipants, of the problems all round this globe that involve all of use 


"Also, there is a lack of awareness by delegates of the extremely strong moves 
within the U.S. itself. It is these that hold the best hope of peace. .The war will 
be ended by the awakening of the conscience of the U.S. people, not by resolutions 
at this Assembly." . 


Senator McGovern said that "every political question is a moral. question, which chal- 
lenges politicians to seek the guidance of the Church". But.at the same, time, ,"no. 
moral question can be resolved without political action. of some kind". 


He said the Assembly could well "devote itself to more thanksgiving for the progress 
in human rights and. human relations over recent years, 


"The United, Nations has had its victories. and. continues. to: be a moderating influence 
in world affairs", he said. 


He advocated two specific steps for delegates at the Assembly: a programme to acti- 
vate churchmen throughout the world to become involved politically so as to achieve 
the transfer of one per cent of the resources of developed countries, to the. Third 
World; and political action "to strengthen and give new force to the peace-keeping 
function of the UN". 

EPS, Uppsala — 


ASSEMBLY GETS OFFICIAL 
ATTENDANCE REPORT 


(Uppsala, July 11) <The Assembly Credentials Committee today confirmed ‘that os 
are 702 official delegates phy 


The Credentials Committee confirmed that the WCC's six presidents are invattendance. 
Also present are six members of the retiring Central Committee, 71 fraternal dele- 
gates from organizations with which the WCC entertains relationships, 147 advisers, 
135 youth participants, and 61 delegated observers from churches in association with 
the WCC and non-member churches. Also, 30 observers, 93 guests and 53 host guests, 
99 WCC executive staff, 58 co-opted staff, 40 information co-opted start; 59 trans- 
lators and interpreters, 90 office staff and 336 stewards. 


The report in plenary session was introduced by the Committee chairman, Metropolitan 
Nicodim of Leningrad and Novgorod, and a by Jens J. ag, associate general . } 
secretary. wey ‘Uppsale 
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EXHIBIT BY SISTER MARY CORITA 
CONTRIBUTED TO ASSEMBLY 


/ 
(Uppsala, July 10) ~ A pop art exhibit by the well known artist Sister Mary Corita 
and her students from Immaculate Heart College in Los Angeles, California, was opened 
here today in Uppsala Castle. 


Archbishop Emeritus Hultgren, chairman of the Swedish Ecumenical Council, inaugurated 
the exhibition. It consists of more than 200 eight-sided panels on the theme of peace. 
Quotations from Martin Luther King, Teilhard de Chardin, Albert Camus, and scores of 
others - politicians and poets, theologians and revolutionaries - are featured. 


The exhibit was especially commissioned for the Fourth Assembly under the direction 
of John Taylor, the Council's chief for photography and the visual arts, and created 
by Sister Corita and her students as a contribution in the spirit of Christian unity 
for the Assembly. 


Mr. Taylor has also been in charge of creating a major exhibit of photography and 
films in the Stockholmsterassen, a new exhibition hall in the heart of Stockholm, 


Other Exhibitions 


"Involved in the World", an exhibition of contemporary Swedish art, arranged by 
"Var Losen", the cultural magazine of the Church of Sweden, hangs in the central 
meeting place, Fyris Hall, in the room where delegates eat. The sponsors of the 
exhibition said: 


"According to Christian tradition meals are means of communion. Looking at these 
pieces of art while having their meals, the participants are invited to share in the 
complexities and problems of the world around. This may not always be relaxing, but 
it is certainly meaningful in 1968." 


The exhibit proved strong meat for some participants with its napalm victims, South 
African political prisoners, and naked bodies. Although some of the more powerful 
paintings were moved into other areas of the hall, what is left is still enough to 
trouble the digestions and consciences of delegates who are surrounded by artists! 
conceptions of man's suffering and folly. 


Swedish artists, according to Anne Marie Thunberg, Var _Losen's editor, are often 
intensely aware of "prosperous welfare Sweden's ambiguous position in the world: 
one of the so-called rich nations, officially neutral and yet freely enjoying all 
the advantages of an affluent economy, 


"Like the religions, the arts have for long lived in an ivory tower, as if feelings 
and senses immediately affected by art were something detached or independent of the 
rest of man", she said. "Such an attitude can no longer remain," 


For the period of the Assembly, a commemorative exhibition devoted to the late ecu- 
menical pioneer, Archbishop Nathan Soderblom, is on view in Uppsala at the University 
library. Another exhibit at the Uppsala province museum features an exhibition of 
photographs of medieval paintings of "Heaven and Hell" in the ancient Uppland churches. 


EPS, Uppsala 
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PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


(Uppsala) - The Credentials Committee of the Fourth Assembly of the World Council 

of Churches in Uppsala, Sweden, July 4-19, 1968,reported to the Assembly as present: 
702 delegates from the member churches of the World Council; 12 members, from the 
outgoing Central Committee; 71 fraternal delegates; 147 advisers; 135 youth. parti- 
cipan s; 61 delegated observers; 30 observers; 93 guests; 53 guests from the host 
country; 700 press, radio and TV representatives; 99 executive staff; 58 co-opted 
staff plus 40 working in the commmications operation; 59 translators and inter- 
preters; 90 office staff; 127 stewards and 209 Scandinavian stewards. All photo— 
eraphs in this issue of Photo Oikoumene were taken at the Assembly and are available 
from the World Council of Churches, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland, 
at acost of: $1.25; 10/d.; Sw.Fr. 5.40; DM 5 each. 


(298) and (299).A pop art exhibit by famed Sister Mary Corita. and, her students 

from Immaculate Heart College in Los Angeles, California is featured at the, Fourth 
Assembly. Archbishop Emeritus Hultgren, chairman of the Swedish Ecumenical Council, 
inaugurated the exhibition in Uppsala Castle on July 10.. The exhibit, which, con- 
sists of more than 200 8=-sided panels.on the theme of peace,. was especially, com- 
missioned for, the Assembly under the direction of John Taylor, the Council's chief 
for photography and the visual arts. Sister Corita has been called a "joyous revo- 
lutionary" and "one-woman aggiornamento". (300) John Taylor, Miss Donna Vilicich, 
a student assistant to Sister Mary Corita, who has been in charge of mounting the 
exhibit in the castle, and Archbishop Emeritus Hultgren. (301) A close-up of some 
of the panels in the exhibit. In addition to the major display in the castle, other 
panels are scattered in meeting places about Uppsala. (302) Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, general secretary of the World Council, responds to some 100 Swedish youth 
who presented to him a petition addressed tothe Assembly, containing a list of actions 
recommended to the Assembly, urging it to "say yes to an engagement in the social 
problems of the world". Dr. Blake told the students that many of their recommen- 
dations were already a part of the Assembly's considerations. (303) Dr. Samuel 

L. Parmar, an economist from India, speaking at a "teach-in" at Uppsala University, 
following the presentation to Dr. Blake of the students! petition. (304) One of 
the volunteer bus drivers (The Bilkarister) at the Assembly reads a copy of 

"Hot News", an independent publication giving news of "Club 68", the meeting place 
for young people during the Assembly. "Club 68" was organized by the Student 
Christian Movements in Uppsala. (305) James Baldwin, one of the United States" 
best-known Negro writers on the place of his race in American society, keynoted, 
with Lord Caradon, permanent representative of the United Kingdom to the United 
Nations, a special Assembly programme on'White Racism or World Community?" 

(306) Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council from 1948). 

to 1966, talks with Bishop Johannes Willebrands, Secretary to the Vatican Secretariat 
for Promoting Christian Unity. (307) Dr. Theodore A. Gill spoke to the Assembly 

on "The Great Convergence", a report on the work of the Joint Study Commission on 
Education of the World Council of Churches and the World Council of Christian Edu- 
cation, of which commission Dr. Gill was director for two years. (308) Charles ©. 
Parlin, a president of the World Council and a Methodist layman from the United 
States, presiding at a plenary session of the Assembly. (309) A scene from "On 
That Day", a play written especially for production at the Assembly by Dr. Olov 
Hartman, a distinguished Lutheran pastor known especially for his radio dramas. 
Although the drama is set in Israel at the time of the prophet Amos, it presents the 
roots of and imperatives for Christian concern for today's world of men and nations. 
At no point in the drama is the modem State of Israel the object of attention. 

(310) Dr. Reginald S. Dunn, president of the Canadian Council of Churches (left) and 
Rev. Reginald M. Bennett, acting general secretary of the Canadian Council of Churches, 
are fraternal delegates at the Assembly. (311) The traditional World Council ship, 
with the word Oikoumene above it, is designed in flowers on the lawn of Fyris Hall 
in Uppsala, where Assembly plenary sessions are held. The design was conceived and 
planted by Mr. Erik Laufors, and consists of flowers indigenous to Sweden and other 
Scandinavian countries. 
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ASSEMBLY STATEMENT 
ON JUSTICE AND PEACE 


(Uppsala, July 16) - The Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches asserted 
here today that "the avoidance of atomic,biological or chemical war has become a 
condition of human survival". | 


This warning appears in the first paragraph of a statement "Towards Justice and 
Peace in International Affairs", approved in substance by delegates at a plenary 
session of the Assembly and recommended for study to the WCC's 235 member churches. 


In dealing with the problem of peace and war, the report reaffirms the WCC's dec- 

laration at its First Assembly in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, in 1948 that: "War 

as a method of settling disputes is incompatible with the teachings and example of 
our Lord Jesus Christ." 


The report was submitted by the Assembly's Section IV and was the second of six 
Section documents accepted thus far by the 701 delegates. The first on the subject 
of Worship, was received Monday night, July 15. (See page 


The report on international affairs was the product of a week's day and night work 
by 175 people, including delegates, observers, fraternal delegates, advisers and 
youth participants representing lay and clergy opinions from 80 countries. 


The section chairman, Dr. Ludwig Raiser of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Wurttemberg, Germany, said he was not satisfied with the final draft, but pressure 
of time prevented the group from doing better. 


In spite of the obvious difficultues in working with such a diverse group and limi- 
ted time for discussion, he said,the Section had hammered out a realistic document 
that commends itself to study and action at the parish level. There was a keen 
awareness that unless the "grass roots" of the member churches become involved, not 
much is likely to happen. 


However, the growing dimensions of the ecumenical movement offer new possibilities 
for concerted contributions to international relations, the report notes. Then, 
laying it on the line in the final sentence, it says: 


"There is no parish so small or isolated that it should feel free if involvement in 
this common responsibility through prayer, education, consultation with Christians 
of the nations concerned and through ecumenical service and action at the local 
level." 


(In floor discussion preceding the vote of approval, Theodore Buss, a youth partici- 


pant from the Swiss Protestant Church Federation, said it was un-Christian to engage 


in nuclear, chemical or bacteriological warfare and asked that the first section 
of the report be strengthened. 


Since he could not make a motion, one was later presented by Dr. Harold A. Bosley, 
a Methodist delegate from New York, which read: "The churches must also make it 


clear that preparation for nuclear, bacteriological or chemical warfare is incom- 
patible with Christian conscience." ) 


Human Rights 


A chapter on human rights calls for "a deep change in human attitude ... Christians 
and Christian churches should in their own relations set an example of respect for 
human dignity, equality, and the free expression of thought, even in print". 


(more) 


a 


a 


WN 


Governments are urged to accept and apply the instruments of the United Nations and 
other international organizations, for the protection of human rights. 


Equal status for women "and ‘their full participation in human affairs" is also called 
for. 


Speaking of religious liberty, the report expresses the hope that the United Nations 
would "soon provide a further international convention" on the full application of 
religious liberty to individuals and organizations. 

On tne thorny issue of conscientious objectors, the report is unequivocal: . "Pro- 
tection of conscience demands that the churches should give spiritual care and support 
not only to those serving in armed forces but also to those who ... object to par- 
ticipation in particular wars they feel bound in.conscience to oppose, or who find 
themselves unable to bear arms or to enter the military service of their nations 

for reasons of conscience. Such support should include pressure to have the law 
changed where required." 


International concern for human rights.is not something nations should consider as 
"an unwarranted interference" notes the report. "Violations of human rights in 
one place are quickly communicated to all, spreading an evil and destructive in- 
fluence abroad", 


KKH 


The report sees no clear-cut or final solution for the tension between majorities 
and minorities. "Most nations have ethnic, cultural or religious’ minorities", it 
says. "These minorities have the right to choose for themselves their own way of 
life in so far as this choice does not deny the same choice to other groups." 


On the other hand, "if pressed too far, the rights of minorities can destroy justice 
and threaten the stability or the existence of the nations, and majorities, no less 
than minorities, have their rights". 


Churches should be ready to offer some criteria of human value by which to judge 

the tension between majorities and minorities. “But, majorities must recognize 

that as well as rights, they are responsible to provide the largest possible area 

of freedom for their minorities ... Churches must defend minorities when they are 
oppressed or threatened. They must at times urge restraint upon minorites in the 
pursuit of their ambitions. But also they must help majorities to respond creatively 
to the impatience of minorities in their struggle for justice." 


KKK 


On race relations, the report points out that "the crucial nature of the present 
racial situation is emphasized by the official policies of certain governments, 
racial violence in many countries, and the racial component in the gap between rich 
and poor nations. 


"Only im ediate action directed to root causes can avoid widespread violence or 
war", says the report. Then it spells out why it thinks that "racism is a blatant 
denial of the Christian faith": 


"(1) It denies the effectiveness of the reconciling work of Jesus Christ, through 
whose love all human diversities lose. their divisive significance; (2) It denies 
our humanity in creation and our belief that all men are made in God's image; 

(3) It denies that we find our significance as men in Jesus Christ, and falsely 


asserts that we find it in terms of racial identity." 


(more) 
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To combat racism the report recommends: educational resources be made available 
to under-privileged groups; the withdrawal of investments from institutions that 
perpetuate racism; work be undertaken to change the political and governmental 
structure s which promote it; the churches work to eradicate all forms of racism 
from their own life and fight to secure legislation to eliminate racism. 


KHE 


One of the shortest sections in the report caused long debate in the meetings and 
on the floor of the plenary session, but eventually it was agreed that "beyond fin- 
ancial aid, the basic right of refugees is to return home. 


"Integration into new communities of those who do not want to return is a humane 
task to be pursued even when it involves some political compromise", it states. 
The long-term objective is to combat the conditions which create refugees. 


The report urges member states to "give the United Nations Organization the means 
to meet the urgent needs of the homeless people in war situations" and declares 
that the financial resources of the office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
need to be "sustained and increased", as should the refugee projects of Christian 
service agencies. 


Economic Justice and World Order 


"Poverty, racism and violence conjoin to perpetuate the economic and political in- 
justice which today threatens chaos in important areas of the world", states the 
report's third part. Interational pressure is needed to slow down the rate of 
increase in the economic gap. Otherwise, "it seems certain that outbreaks of dis- 
order will proliferate on an international scale." 


Non-violent strategies for the achievement of change are urged. "Both violent 
action and passive inaction come under God's judgement ... recourse to violence 
could end in a defeat for both justice and order." 


Churches and governments of developed nations are challenged to end their economic 
dominance of the low income societies, even if this calls for changes in structure. 


Specific recommendations towards the peaceful achievement of economic justice in- 
clude: ask the United Nations to correlate national, regional and world instruments 
in an overall strategy of world economic and social development; increased use of 
multilateral channels of aid; help to developing nations to protect themselves 

from exploitation by the powerful; development of programmes to extend family plan- 
ning. 


International Structures 


The positive and negative aspects of nationalism and regionalism are outlined in 
the final chapter of the report. "Nationalism within nations has often been’a con- 
structive, unifying force, binding people together into a larger community and 
giving them a common identity and a focus of loyalty. Among newly independent 
nations in particular, it continues to play this role. It can serve also as a 
creative cultural force enriching an emergent but pluralistic world culture. In 
its negative aspects, it has often been divisive and destructive." 


Regional organizations are favoured because the national unit has become too small, 
particularly among the weaker nations. Churches are asked to "support the building 
of strong agencies of regional co-operation and concern themselves closely with 
political developments at the regional level. The churches also should co-operate 
together regionally. 


(more) 
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"Christians should also give unrelenting support to the development of an inter- 
national ethos. Christians should urge their governments to accept the rulings 
of the International Court of Justice without reservation. We are convinced that 
there is a moral sense in all men to which appeal can be made, but which still 
needs to be publicly articulated. The UN is essential to the pursuit of justice 
and peace in the world." 


A conclusion calls upon Christians to make "more serious efforts at dialogue" with 
men of other faiths and "all men of good will" in seeking peace with justice and 
freedom. 


A theological introduction to the report was not submitted in time to be dealt with 
by the Assembly but will be included in the printed report. 
EPS, Uppsala 


ASSEMBLY STATEMENT ON 
"NEW STYLES OF LIVING" 


(Uppsala, July TO) a hG style of life is Christian if it is indifferent to the suf- 
fering of other people, the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches agreed 
here today. 


Delegates approved in substance a document titled "Towards New Styles of Living", 
which deals with a wide range of subjects from the generation gap and relationships 
between the sexes to "the destructive imposition of power". 


Prepared by the Assembly's Section VI, it was the third of six reports approved in 
plenary session and was commended to the churches for appropriate study and action. 
Accepted earlier were the reports on worship and on justice and peace in inter- 
national affairs. 


Its adoption followed an hour of debate in which delegates from South Africa and 
India objected to the phrasing of explicit references in a chapter which mentions 
the symbolic destruction and property and sabotage. 


Mrs. Birgit Rodhe of Sweden, chairman of the 200-member Section, agreed that draf- 
ters would meet to revise this part of the report in accordance with suggestions made 
by the Rev. C.F. Beyers Naude, director of th Christian Institute of Southern 
Africa, Johannesburg, and Mrs. Violet Alva, deputy chairman, Rajya Sabha, Senate 

of India. 


The Section drafters also agreed to discuss with Dr. Margaret Mead of New York, a 
leading anthropologist, rephrasing of a portion of the report dealing with young 
people. "Everyone over forty is an immigrant in 1968", Dr. Mead told the Assembly. 


Commitment to Justice is Key 


The report was described by its Section chairman as not an authoritative statement 
but a "starting point for a worldwide conversation" which would deal with the res- 
ponse of individuals as well as institutions in search of styles of living. 


A new style of life, it warned, will "not be produced by documents but by personal 
commitment, which includes readiness to reorder our time, skills and wealth, and 


(more) 
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maybe lay down life itself, for the achievement of a more just and compassionate 
society. He who makes all things new is drawing us on. 


"Whether we are rich or poor, it is in the solidarity with the underprivileged 
that our existence acquires direction and purpose. We discover the marvellous 
truth of the promise that he who loses his life for Christ's sake will find it. 


"In the victims of war and exploitation (for example in Nigeria and South-East Asia), 
in hungry children, in the prostitute seeking to be respected as a person, in the 
young thirsting for knowledge - in all these we meet Jesus Christ. 


"Where there is a living protest against selfish accumulation of wealth, where a 
foreigner is respected as a colleague and welcomed as a neighbour, in those who 
stand up for the rights of minorities, there we find ambassadors of reconciliation 
in our time." 


That Christians do not always demonstrate such a style was admitted in the report. 
"Some people looking at the Church", it said, "do not think of it as a community 
of joyous people who have a hopeful message for the world, who are capable of for- 
giving, who fight for economic justice and human dignity, who are concerned for 

the sick and the despised, who support and defend the responsible freedom of scien- 
tific research and the arts. 


"Rather we are often looked at as defenders of obsolete traditions who are solicited 
to provide comforting ceremonies at birth, marriage and death." 


Revolution and Violence 


Among the subjects touched on in the report was Christian attitudes towards revolu- 
tion and violence. 


"Revolutions usually come as a reaction against existing violence where other means 
of change are cut off. It is the relevance of our faith which is at stake in. these 
matters. Christian use of power aims at breaking the chain of violence breeding 
violence. This applies to the means as well as to the ends. Our aim is freedom 
for human beings to live together in mutual respect." 


The World Council of Churches, should continue "to rebuke member churches which 
tolerate racism and make it clear that racist churches cannot be recognized as mem- 
bers in good standing of the Council" because "racism is irreconcilable with 
Christian faith". 


In extreme situations, the report submitted to the plenary said, some Christians have 
borne the risk and guilt of shedding blood. Examples cited included the resistance 
against Hitler and the Cuban revolution against the Batista regime. ~ 


Those who condemn them, the report cautioned, should not forget that bloodshed was 
inherent in those regimes and in the constant destruction of life carelessly caused 
by some structures of contemporary society such as inhumane working conditions. 


Possible actions outlined in the document included participation in organizations 
of collective bargaining (international organizations, trade unions, political par- 
ties, law courts). Those in authority and "the disinherited" should be. stimulated 


to act. Here suggestions ranged from writing letters to legislators, to training 
and organizing slum dwellers. 


Church and individual support was asked for international development and nati 
building. Examples for action included renouncing possible careers to serve the 
needy, transfer of wealth and knowledge by an international development tax, and 
a moratorium on church building programmes. 


(more) 
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"Common Expectation" 


Although there are different styles of Christian life, the report acknowledged, 

"all are motivated by a common expectation: if authentic, Christian life will ex- 
press joy and gratitude over the possibility to be co-workers with God in a creation 
stirred to newness by scientific and technical inventions. 


"However, not everything which is new comes from God. New things also need to be 
made new. So the Christian strives to direct change towards valid ends. He is 
aware of a world perspective but capable of discernment. 


"In our time many efforts of renewal are identifiable by their commitment to the 
struggle for social justice. Other revival movements see the new style of life in 
the refusal to smoke, to drink alcohol, to dance, to use make-up and to gamble, 
and in the eagerness to attend church regularly. 


"How are we to understand such differing styles of living? When rules become de- 
tached from the Spirit, they can make us blind to the recklessness of the Gospel 
and those signs of the times by which God is speaking to us." 


Person and community are inseparable, the document declares. "The problem of rules 
and of personal responsibility in each situation can only be solved within the 
framework of community. Living in both the Christian and the secular community, 
one sometimes gets the impression that they were not created by the same God. 


"To be in one seems to involve being pushed out of the other, whereas the Christian 
community should act as leaven in the secular community ... Moral standards will 
be dynamic as Christians constantly relate to people of other faiths and convictions. 


Partnership of Men and Women 

The report underscored that "the relationship between men and women can be one of 
true partnership. Increasingly collaboration between husband and wife is taking the 
place of social patterns in which women were used as agents of man's creativity and 
lived a life of constant child bearing. 


"Beyond the family relationship there is the possibility for creative partnership 
between the sexes. There are forms of authentic communion which do not include 
physical intimacy. 


"Nevertheless, in all relations between men and women there is always a sexual com- 
ponent. Sexuality permeates our being and maintains a tension which can be creative 
if properly used. 


"In professional and social relationships where men and women do not regard each 
other as sexual objects, close partnership can be achieved. Established patterns 
in church, family, and society which deny the full human rights of women stand 
condemned." 


The report observed that modern methods of preventing conception "raise a question 
in the minds of many about Christian teaching on chastity. 


"Was it just based on a fear of possible consequences? Too often chastity is thought 
of simply in terms of abstinence or of keeping intercourse within marriage." 


But chastity, said the report, is concerned with "the way love is expressed, with 
the qualities of tenderness and responsibility which not only restrain people in 
their personal relations but also sustain husband and wife in a life-long commitment 


to each other". 


(more) 
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Similarly, the report continued, "celibacy is not an arid denial of a part of one's 
life but. the.vocation.to spend oneself in love for God and one's neighbour. 


"There is an essential link between healthy sexuality and personal fulfilment ... 
Physical intercourse, personal commitment, and marriage form a dynamic unity." 


Challenge, by. Youth, Injustice Cited . . 
Young people are experimenting with new styles of life with such striking expres- 
sions as sit-ins, imaginative dress, music and marching, the report stated. 


"Everywhere Students are demonstrating", and from China to the USA, Paris.to Rio, 
many challenge the ‘existing order as inadequate to demands of the new world. | 


"Yet not all young people are young,, nor all old people old", the section told the . 


Assembly. It affirmed the right of young people to challenge "authority which is 
not constantly earned" and to participate in decisions affecting then. 


Churches in general and ecumenical assembles in particular were asked to set an | 
example by giving voting rights to a fair proportion of young participants. 


The problems of the privileged minority include boredom. "The growing use of LSD 
and other drugs bears this out", the report said. 


Increasing wealth and education have not done away with "the preoccupations and 
drudgery of everyday life. 


'feanwhile two out of three people do not enjoy regular or sufficient meals, do not 
have decent housing, are out of work with no protection or social security, or are 
without schools, political representation and social status. 


"Not only between nations but within each country there is crying economic “and” 
social inequality. Whether acknowledged or not, this often goes hand in hand with 
hate and contempt for those who differ with us in colour or conviction ... 


"We cannot hide from all this. What happens to men everywhere is relevent to us 
all. The same news is spread by millions of newspapers, radios and. television 
screens all over the world. More and more we are becoming aware that the existing 
economic order is in fact continually exerting violence on many people, in open 

or subtle forms. If we do nothing about it, we share in this exertion of violence. 
Violence is the destructive imposition of power. 


"Racism and ethnic discrimination deprive human beings of their rights. \Whereever 
this happens, all others must exert their power to defend human dignity and change 
unjust. orders." 


The report stated flatly that "individually and as churches we condemn racism in 
any form" and asserted that "if our actions do not bear this out, we belie our 
Christian calling". 

EPS, Uppsala 
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ASSEMBLY APPROVES MAJOR 
DOCUMENT ON WORSHIP 


(Uppsala, July 15) - A "crisis in worship" reflecting a much deeper and "widespread 
erisis in faith" now confronts the Christian churches of the world, delegates to 
the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches agreed here today. 


Approving by a substantial majority the first study of worship ever made by an 
Assembly, they called upon the WCC and its member churches to meet the crisis by en- 
gaging in.a "serious study of fundamental Christian belief". 


The document urged, among other steps, reconsideration of such specific areas as 
present regulations concerning participation in Holy Communion, changes in language, 
music, vestments and ceremonies to make worship more intelligible, and the role of 
symbols in worship. It also stressed modern man's need for "silence and prayer". 


The action by delegates marked the first acceptance of a report from one of the six 
Sections functioning during the Assembly. In earlier sessions today, following 
spirited floor discussions, reports from two other Sections - on "World Economic and 
Social Development" and on "Renewal in Mission" —~ werereferred back to Assembly draf- 
ting committees for further work. Both will be resubmitted at later sessions. 


The report on Worship was presented by the Section chairman, the Rev. John Meyendorff, 
Tuckahoe, N.Y., USA, a seminary professor and a member of the Russian Orthodox Greek 
Catholic Church of America. 


A preamble to the four-part document states that deliberations of the 150 Assembly 
participants assigned to the Section which prepared it made vividly apparent "the 
diversity in approaches to worship" among Christians. 


"For many", it said, "the question of worship is a personal anxiety. Some Christians 
seek to maintain a rhythm of personal prayer, despite repeated lapses. Some are 
nostalgic for the reality of prayer, as the presence of God in prayer becomes less 
and less real to them. Most feel guilty about their lack of prayer. Some have al- 
most given up the effort to pray." 


But it is in worship that Christians "enter God's battle against the demonic forces 
of this world which alienate man from his Creator and his fellow-men ... When we 
worship God shows us that in this battle the final victory belongs to Jesus Christ. 


"This may remain an empty statement unless our churches reconsider which are the de- 
monic forces to be fought today, and what are the opportunities for the laity to 
bring the real struggles and questions of daily life into worship." 


Challenge of Secularization 

The first of the four major divisions of the report is devoted to the "challenge" 
offered to worship by the "secularization which predominates in many parts of the 
world. 


"In its positive sense (secularization) is an affirmation of the true potentialities 
of man and the world", it declared. "In its negative sense, it becomes an ideology 
of a closed world and can destroy man's true freedom and dignity." 


Understood positively, secularization can mean "a liberation of culture, scholarly 

and scientific investigation, the development of technology, etc., from control by 

religious power structures (and) the constant re-expression of the Church's liturgy 
and language in the culture in which it lives". 


(more) 
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A negative understanding of secularization, "limits reality to the things which 
man can see, touch and control (ana) tempts man to the idolatry of finding final 
significance in a part of God's creation. 


"Secularization challenges us to find new ways by which worship in our churches can 
lead to Christian obedience both inside and outside the Christian community. 


"The churches, while wishing to affirm the reality of God in the world, often do 
so at the expense of the reality of man and the world, thus provoking a denial of 
the reality of God. Secularization can recall us to true worship which affirms 
the reality of God, of man and of the world." 


Continuity and Change 


uring to "continuity and change" in worship, the report declares that "Christian. 
worship should be related to the cultures of the world (and) should help a person 
to be truly Christian and truly a man of his own culture". . 


In achieving this goal, the WCC, by adopting the substance of the Section on Wor-.. 
ship report, asks its member churches, among other things, to consider. whether: » 


- There should not be changes in language, music, vestments, and cere- 
monies, to make worship more intelligible; 


- Fresh categories of people, such as industrial workers, students, and 
scientists, should not find a place in the Church's prayers; 


- Lay people should not be encouraged to take a greater share in worship; 


~ Meetings of Christians for prayer in the Eucharist (Holy Communion, the. 
Lord's Supper) should be confined to church buildings or to. traditional 
hours. 


Proclamation of the Word 
The third part of the report declares: "Since the Word of God is the basis of our 


worship, proclamation of the Word is essential". 


Yet the traditional sermon is increasingly questioned today and "ought to be supple- 
mented by new means of proclamation". 


It urges specifically congregational team work in the preparation and follow-up of 


the sermon and the use of other forms of presentation such as dialogue, drama and 
visual arts. 


Speaking of the Eucharist it recommends that every church examine the reasons for 
its present disciplines about participation in Holy Communion, remembering Christ's 
prayer for unity and his command to be reconciled. 


It calls churches to "consider seriously the desirability of adopting the early 


Christian tradition of celebrating the Eucharist every Sunday and ... of new styles 
of celebration. | 


Aids to Worship 


The final section of the report is devoted to a consideration of helping people 
worship. 

In this connection, the report declares that Christians must "ask whether their 
familiar symbols are now able to convey spiritual realities". 


(more) 
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It asks the WCC's Faith and Order Commission to undertake a study of symbols, includ- 
ing verbal ones, used in worship and in contemporary culture. 


"Some symbols may have become hindrances to worship", the report notes. ''Because 
Christian symbols are indispensable to communication, our time must contribute its 
own symbols." 


"Since both uniformity and freedom, both the universal and the local, both continuity 
and change, should be valued", the report says, "Christians should learn humbly from 
each other and from their contemporaries in order to rediscover together the depth 
and eagerness of worship." 

EPS, Uppsala 


U.S. CHURCH UNION SCHEME 
TERMED PART OF RENEWAL 


(Uppsala, July 15) = Officials of the Consultation on Church Union, an effort by 
nine major USA denominations to form a new church of 25 million members, rejected 
suggestions that efforts at union were a substitute for involvement in social 
issues and mission. 


Speaking at a press interview here today, Bishop James K. Mathews, of Boston, Mass., 
United Methodist Church, who is chairman of the Consultation, said the union was 
not simply an effort to form "a bigger, more omniscient church" but had as its 
goals more effective mission and service to the world. 


The Consultation's newly-named general secretary, the Rev. Dr. Paul Crow, dr., of 
Lexington, Kentucky, stressed that the proposed union was more than "an amalgamation 
of existing structures". It is "part of the renewal movement", he said. 


Bishop Mathews said that an immediate challenge to the union is the development 

of understanding and participation in the local congregations belonging to the parti- 
cipating churches. He expressed doubt that the vote on whether to accept a Plan 

of Union would badly split any of the churches. Dissident groups in other recent 
U.S. church unions have been small, he observed. 


The period of the early 1970's will be crucial for the consultation, Dr. Crow said. 
The union, the most comprehensive ever attempted anywhere in the world, began with 
four churches and now includes nine. It received its impetus from a sermon preached 
in San Francisco in 1960 by the now general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake. 


He had called then for the formation of a new church in America, "truly catholic 

and truly reformed", and invited four major churches to join in forming it: his own 
denomination, the United Presbyterian Church; the Episcopal Church, the United 
Church of Christ, and the Methodist Church. 


Others now include: the African Methodist Episcopal Church, the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church Zion, the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, the Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ), the United Methodist Church (a union of the Metho- 
dist Church and the Evangelical United Brethren Church), and the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. 


A Plan of Union is now. being drafted which it is expected will be presented to the 
Consultation when it meets in Atlanta, Ga., in March 1969. If approved there, the 
plan will then be submitted to the member churches for approval or rejection by 


their national legislative bodies. 
EPS, Uppsala 
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ORTHODOX COMMUNION 
SERVICE AT ASSHVBLY 


(Uppsala, July 16) - Uppsala Cathedral was the scene this morning of the second 
service of holy communion held in connection with the Fourth Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches. 


The divine liturgy of St. John Chrysostom was conducted under the auspices of the 
Orthodox Church of Finland, with Orthodox delegates and visitors communing and 
other participants in the Assembly joining them in prayers. 


Preaching the sermon, Archbishop Paavali of Finland noted that the WCC's Third 
Assembly at New Delhi, India, in 1961, had "rightly stated" that the divisions of 
the churches "are nowhere as clearly visible and as painful as at the Lord's Table. 


"There are not many Tables of the Lord", he said, "but One Table. It is the task 
of the churches, in all humility, to seek after this One Table. 


"Tf we are longing for this One Table more consciously now than seven years ago, 
this means that the prayer of our Lord - that we may all.be one — begins to find 
real» resonance in our hearts." 


Observing that the main theme of the Assembly is the question of renewal, he said 
that "when we search for renewal in order to be prepared to receive the challenge 
of the new time, we ought not to forget that the foundation of all renewal has al- 
ready been laid for all ages", in the words of Jesus, "This cup is. the New Testa- ~~ 
ment in my blood". 


"This New Testament and the Eucharist as the actual realization of it remain the 
sources. of continual renewal unto the end of the. present age of the, world." 


The first service of Holy Communion held.in connection with the Assembly, took place 
on July 7, at the Cathedral under auspices of the Church of Sweden. All Assembly 
participants were invited to attend and partake of the Lord's Supper. 

EPS, Uppsala 


WORLD CRYING FOR TRUSTWORTHY 
LEADERS, INDONESIAN SPEAKER SAYS 


(Uppsala, July 14) - "Our world is crying loudly for trustworthy statesmen who would 
put man above machine, humanity above technology", Dr. Soritua Nababan, general 
secretary of the National Council of Churches in Indonesia, said in a sermon preach-— 
ed at an open-air service in Stockholm today. 


The service, arranged by Swedish churches, was attended by both participants in 
the Fourth Assembly and members of Stockholm churches. 


Dr. Nababan said, "Nations are looking for men who can be trusted not to cheat them 
by lies and false promises. The younger generation is thirsty for trustworthy lea- 
ders who won't laugh at them and abuse them, but who trust them as signs of renewal, 
signs of hope." 


Preaching on Luke 5.1-11, he said man was building "a new world upon experts who be- 


come prophets and apostles". But he asked, "are we not prisoners of our own speciali- 
zation? 


"We are living on the pre-supposition that we can build a new heaven and a new. earth. 
And our tragedy is that in spite of our amazing specialization, nothing radical is 
actually changed or achieved ... 


(more) 
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"The new world we imagine is nothing more than a new Babel made by the hands of 
men — and here we are confused in many languages. But this world is not our world; 
it belongs to Another ... who is not caught up in sheer specialization," 


Dr. Nababan, stressed that "it is foolish to. believe that Christ has come in answer 
to the cry of men or even to the pious expectation and invitation of men! 


"It is foolish to believe that Christ is reigning in big church buildings, monas- 
teries, decorated and disordered processions and worship services - just as he was 
not bound to preach in the synagogues during his earthly life. 


"But he is always where people are at work ... he is always where people are just 
giving up. He is the nearest neighbour in the moment man is sinking in disappoint- 
ment and emptiness, when people ask, oh God, what shall we eat now! 


"And he is there, not as a vague symbol, nor as an idea, nor as a complicated doc- 
trine, he is there just and wholly for you... Faith is not the summary of research 
and conclusion, it is a bowing of all our knowledge and achievement before the simple 
word of God." 

EPS, Uppsala 


SOUTH AFRICAN LEADER FEARS VIOLENCE 
If CHURCHES FAIL TO ACT 


(Uppsala, July ere leading opponent of apartheid in South Africa said here today 
that it was his "conviction that the solution to the South African racial problem 
is not going to be an easy or a simple one". 


The Rev. C.F. Beyers Naude, director of the Christian Institute of Southern Africa, 
Johannesburg, addressing an Assembly press conference declared that he feared an 
outbreak of violence in South Africa unless the churches there can be made aware 
of the danger. 


"I know from my own experience that the major part of our white South African com- 
munity is not aware of this", he said. 


He suggested that a lay education programme in non-violence be undertaken by South 
African churches, as a clear alternative to the existing situation. He also urged 
more world church support for South African churches which are working for non- 
violent solutions; visits to South Africa by leaders in many fields from all over 
the world; scholarshins and more education for native South Africans; and student 
exchange programmes. 


Mr. Naude made a direct appeal to the Reformed Church in America to become involved 
in the dialogue regarding apartheid. "The Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa, 
he noted, "has not spoken out clearly on this issue." 


Asked about his own position, Mr. Naude said: "I personally cannot see how a man 
will accept the ministry of God and at the same time accept the position of apart- 
heid. However, some ministers claim, in all sincerity, that they can, and 1 have 
to respect that, because at one time that could have been said of me. 


"Any alternative (to apartheid) which we wish to consider in South Africa can come 
only after consultation with the leaders of the African community." 


Mr. Naude said he found it an impossible situation, however, that three and a half 
million people should try to legislate for fifteen million. He said while there 
was no official state connection, many influential government officials are Dutch 
Reformed Church members. Mr. Naude's reputation as an advocate of racial equality 
won him a round of applause at the conclusion of the press conference. 

EPS, Uppsala 
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ASSEMBLY APPROVES $3 MILLION 
NIGERIAN CONFLICT AID APPEAL 


(Uppsala, July 15) - By a virtually unanimous show of hands the Fourth Assembly 
today voted to launch a new appeal for $3 million to relieve suffering on both 
sides of the conflict in Nigeria. A total of almost $3,800,000 in cash and goods 
has already been raised by the WCC. 


The vote authorizing the new appeal followed a lively plenary discussion which re- 
sulted in several editorial changes in the text of the resolution as submitted to 
the Assembly. 


These included deletion of the word "Biafra" and of a reference to Fernando 
Po, the Spanish island off the West African coast which has been used as a base 
for the airlift of supplies for distribution to distressed areas. 


The deletions were made after Mr. Bola Ige, an "adviser" to the Assembly, who is 
Commissioner for Agriculture and Natural Resources of Nigeria, told delegates that 
if the resolution were approved in the form in which it was submitted, the Christian 
Council of Nigeria and a large number of Nigerian churchmen would find it difficult 
to believe in the impartiality of the World Council because it would seem to be 
recognizing Biafra. 


He suggested editorial changes in the resolution. These drew fromthe WCC's Gen- 
eral Secretary, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, the comment: "We cannot find a form of 
words that is equally satisfactory to both sides. The World Council is not a 
sovereign body and does not confer political recognition." 


He asked the Assembly to endorse the resolution in such a way that it would express 
the concerm to feed starving people. 


After further discussion, Dr. Payne suggested a new form of words that removed all 
explicit reference to Biafra and this met with the overwhelming approval of the 
Assembly. 


The preamble to the resolution affirms that the churches' relief activities are “a 
planned "not only to alleviate dire famine and starvation but to ensure that the ~ 
suffering of ordinary people is not used for political advantage *g either side", 


It resolves that "as an immediate step the WCC, through its. Division of Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee and World Service, in co-operation with Caritas Internationalis and 

the International Committee of the Red Cross, make a new and vigorous attempt to 
mount a continuous and effective airlift which can move supplies from suitably 
equipped points to distribution points in needy areas". 


The resolution also directs the appropriate agencies of the WCC to "pursue with 
governments concerned and international organisations the various alternative methods 
of securing the delivery of relief including the possibility of establishing ‘mercy 
corridors' and increased air deliveries". 


Introducing the resolution, the acting chairman of the Assembly, Dr. Ernest Payne, 
Great Britain, pointed out that it dealt simply with relief but that later this 
week the Assembly would hear from other committees that had been working on the 
peace and political empecis of the conflict. 

EPS, Uppsala 
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PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


A milestone on the long march to Christian unity was passed when the Fourth Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches, in session in Uppsala, Sweden, voted to include 
nine Roman Catholic theologians in the Council's 135-member Faith and Order Commission. 
This marked the first time that Roman Catholics have joined a unit of the Council, 
although there has been extensive collaboration, especially since Vatican II. A 
Roman Catholic speaker at the Assembly, Father Roberto Tucci, Sede, of Rome, declared 
that Roman Catholics "no longer regard themselves as outside spectators who are 
indifferent or merely curious" but as partners engaged in the same quest for unity. 
All photographs in this issue of Photo Oikoumene were taken at the Assembly and are 
available from the World Council of Churches, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, 
“Switzerland, at a cost of: $1.25; 10/-d.; Sw.Fr. 5.40; DM5 each. 


(312, B25, 314) In the Stockholmsterrassen, a new exhibition hall in the heart of 
Stockholm, is an exhibit designed by John P. Taylor of the World Council staff. The 
exhibit, which includes photos, design and films on the Council and the meaning of 
an Assembly, has been viewed by thousands of persons in Stockholm. (315) Four of 
the 135 youth participants in the Assembly appeared at a press conference on July 10. 
Speaking in this photo is Robert Maurer of the USA. Others are Suhail Aranki from 
Beirut; Miss Anna Devanayagan, general secretary of the Student Christian Movement 
of Ceylon; Bishop J. Brooke Mosley, Episcopal Bishop of Delaware, USA, chairman 
of the Assembly's Press and Broadcasting Committee; and Jan Pronk, from the Nether- 
lands. (316) Participants in an experiential service of worship in the experimental 
“church constructed for the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches near Fyris 
Sports Hall in Uppsala. The services, which have no official connection with the 
Assembly, are conducted by W.H. McGaw, Jr., of the Western Behavioural Sciences 
Institute in La Jolla, California. (317 Plenary sessions of the Assembly are held 
in Fyris Sports Hall. (318) Penry Jones, head of religious broadcasting for the 
British Broadcasting Corporation, speaking at a plenary session. (319) Dr. Akanu 
Ibiam, a president of the World Council, talks with Archbishop William Wright of the 
Anglican Church of Canada. (320) Father Roberto Tucci addressing the Assembly. 

(321) Participants in the Assembly marching from the Central Station in Stockholm to 
Sergels Square where an outdoor service of worship was held on Sunday, July 14. 

+The Assembly participants went by special trains from Uppsala to Stockholm. (322) A 
view of the outdoor worship service, which was arranged by the churches of Stockholm. 
(323) The memory of the illustrious Swedish Secretary-General of the United Nations, 
Dag Hammarskj61d, was honoured by the Assembly with the laying of a wreath on his 
‘grave in Uppsala. Participants in the ceremony were, left to right: Curtis Roosevelt 
‘of the United Nations staff, New York; Dr. Robert Gardiner of Ghana, executive 
‘secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa; and Dr. 0. Frederick 
Wolde, director of the World Council's Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs. The ceremony took place on July 10. (324) A group of Protestant sisters 
from the Swedish Church visited Uppsala during the Assembly. The sisters have three 
houses, two in Sweden and one in Denmark. 
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MESSAGE OF THE 
FOURTH ASSEMBLY 


(Uppsala, July 19) - The Fourth Assembly in its closing plenary session today adop- 
ted a message asserting that "the ever widening gap between the rich and the poor, 
fostered by armament expenditure is the crucial point of decision today. 


"But God makes new" the delegates said. "The biblical message is that man is God's 
trustee for creation, that in Christ the 'new man' appears and demands decision." 


The complete text of the message follows: 


The excitement of new scientific discoveries, the protest of student revolts, the 
shock of assassinations, the clash of wars: these mark the year 1968. In this 
climate the Uppsala Assembly met first of all to listen. 


We heard the cry of those who long for peace; of the hungry and exploited who de- 
mand bread and justice; of the victims of discrimination who claim human dignity; 
and of the increasing millions who seek for the meaning of life. 


God hears these cries and judges us. He also speaks the liberating Word. We hear 
Him say - I go before youe Now that Christ carries away your sinful past, the 
Spirit frees you to live for others. Anticipate my Kingdom in joyful worship and 
daring acts. The Lord says, "I make all things new". 


We ask you, trusting in God's renewing power, to join in these anticipations of God's 


Kingdom, showing now something of the newness which Christ will complete. 


1. All men have become neighbours to one another. Torn by our diversities 
and tensions, we do not yet know how to live together. But God makes new. 
Christ wants His Church to foreshadow a renewed human community. 


Therefore, we Christians will manifest our unity in Christ 
by entering into full fellowship with those of other races, 
classes, age, religious and political convictions, in the 
place where we live. Especially we shall seek to overcome 
racism wherever it appears. 


-2. Scientific discoveries and the revolutionary movements of our time open new 
potentialities and perils for men. Man is lost because he does not know who 
he is. But God makes new. The biblical message is that man is God's trustee 
for creation, that in Christ the "new man" appears and demands decision. 


Therefore, with our fellow-men we accept our trusteeship over 
creation, guarding, developing and sharing its resources. As 
Christians we proclaim Jesus as Lord and Saviour. God can 
transform us into Christ's new humanity. 


3. The ever widening gap between the rich and the poor, fostered by armament ex- 
penditure, is the crucial point of decision today. But God makes new. He 
has made us see that Christians who in their acts deny dignity to their fellow 
men deny Jesus Christ, in spite of all that they profess to believe. 


Therefore, with people of all convictions, we Christians want to 
ensure human rights in a just world community. We shall work for 
disarmament and for trade agreements fair to all. We are ready to 
tax ourselves in furtherance of a system of world taxation. 


(more) 
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4. These commitments demand the worship, discipline and mutual correction of 
a world-wide community. In the World Council of Churches, and its regionsl, 
national and local counterparts, only the beginning of this community has 
been civen to us. But God makes new. The ecumenical movement must become 
bolder, and more representative. Our churches must.acknowledge. that this 
movement binds us to renewal. 


Therefore, we re-affirm our covenant to support and correct one 
another. . Present plans |for church union call for decision, and 

we seek fuller communion with those churches which are not yet 

in full feliowship with use We know that we never live the full- 
ness of what we profess and we long for God to take over. Yet 

we rejoice that already we can anticipate in worship the time when 
God renews ourselves, all men, all things. 


EPS, Uppsala 


ASSHIBLY CALLS FOR IMMEDIATE 
END TO BOMBING OF N. VIETNAM 


(Uppsala, July 19) - By an overwhelming majority the Fourth Assembly today called 
upon the United States to stop "immediately and unconditionally" the bombing of 
North Vietnam and all use of weapons of mass destruction, It said, "all parties 
should stop military activities in South Vietnam". 


it underlined that a political solution cannot be achieved by military’ victory 
and that "in the final analysis it must be dependent upon the choice of the Viet- 
namese people themselves". 


Successful conclusion of the Paris talks was stressed as “the first priority”. 


Hach side, the resolution said, should "take risks for peace and be prepared if 
necessary to modify its original position". 


The adoption, with only 20 delegates voting against it and 30 abstentions, came 
after two American delegates, outspoken opponents to the conflict, said they per- 
sonally wished for a stronger statement but would support the one submitted. 


Dr. Robert McAfee Brow, professor of Religion at Stanford University, California, 
told the Assembly the United States "bears the hishest responsibility for the 
world horror Vietnam has become ... not only because we have done the most damage, 
but because we are the strongest power". 


There is increasing dissatisfaction in the USA about the war, he said, but "it 
Will take world opinion to bring us to our senses". 


Dr. Harold A. Bosley, of The Methodist Church, USA, said "American crurchmen give 
you our pledge - no more Vietnams so far as we are able to prevent them, and we 
ask churchmen from other countries to join us in this pledge". 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, said the document would be trans- 

mitted "at the highest level" in Paris to Ambassador Averill Harriman and the head 

of the Vietnamese delegations. It will also be transmitted to the heads of the 
governments of the parties involved and to U Thant at the United Nations. 


(See Appendix for full text of resolution) 
EPS, Uppsala 
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WCC SWYNDS RePRASENTATIVES 
TO NIGERIAN WAR TALKS 


(Uppsala, July 19) - The #ourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches today 
authorized the sending of three representatives to Organization of African Unity 
talls on the Nigerian conflict after passing a resolution which contained an "urgent 
ylea" for an end to hostilities and a resumption of negotiations. 


It also instructed the delegation to the OAU Consultative Committee, in Naimey, 
Republic of Niger, to inform Committee chairman, Emperor Haille Selassie of Ethiopia, 
of the relief measures to be undertaken by the World Council of Churches! Division 
of Inter-Church Aid, Refusee and World Service, in co-operation with Caritas Inter- 
nationalis and the International Red Cross. 


The Assembly earlier approved a new $3 million appeal for relief operations in 
Wigeria in addition to the approximately $3.8 in cash and goods already on the way 
to the embattled country. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, said the delegation planned to leave 
early this afternoon. 


Heading the delegation is Father Paul Verghese, a former WCC staff member who is 
principal of the Syrian Orthodox Theological Seminary at Kottayam, India. Other 
members are Samuel H. Amissah of Nairobi, Kenya, general secretary of the All 
Atrica Conference of Churches, and Canon Burgess Carr of Geneva, WCC co-secretary 
for Africa. 


Passage of the Assembly resolution on "The Conflict Between Nigeria and the Former 
Bastern Region" was a prolonged and confusing process involving amendments and pro- 
posed amendments on amendments in an atmosphere of entangled parliamentary procedure. 


An original draft of the resolution contained sections suggessing "third party 
assistance" in negotiations and calling for an end to "the traffic in arms into 
the area of conflict" to which several speakers suggested amendments. 


As finally passed, the debated sentence calling for consideration of "third party 
assistance” in negotiations was retained, but in shorter than original form. #li- 
minated was the reference to traffic in arms and a comment that outside assistance 
is necessary "in order that the passions engendered by recent events may be trans-— 
cended and a return to reasonable debate be made possible". 


In its final form, the section read: "We ask all governments to work effectively 
towards peace and reconciliation and refrain from any action which would prolong 
the conflict in the area." 


i+ > —_— ae 


(See Appendix for full text of resolution) 
EPS, Uppsala 


MIDDLE EAST RESOLUTION 
STIRS LONG DEBATE 


(Uppsala, July 19) - The Fourth Assembly approved today, by a margin of 188 to 128, 
a resolution deploring "the manace of the situation in the Middle East which shows 
no present sign of abating. 


The vote came after an attempt to insert the word "theological" in the text, caused 
prolonged debate. f 


| 
(more : 
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Dr. Krister Stendahl, dean of Harvard Divinity School, Cambridge, Mass., set off 
the sparks with an amendment to the resolution, which read as follows: 


"Tt is the special responsibility of the World Council of Churches and of its mem- 
ber churches to discern the ways in which theological and religious factors affect 
the conflict." 


Most vociferous in his objection was Mr. Albert Laham of Lebanon, Greek Orthodox 
Patriarchate of Antioch. "Religious factors are a factor now", he said. "We 
deeply sympathize with the Jewish people for all they have suffered over the past 
thirty years. We understand that Christians everywhere would like to understand 
the Jewish people ... I beg that you do not make any theological statement we can- 
not accept." 


Dr. Stendahl said later that "people understand theological to mean the correct, 
precise and dogmatic way of thinking". In the Middle East context, Prof. Stendahl 
explained this meant that "Israel has a theological right to the country". 


"What-I had in mind", he said, "was to say that just because this question is in- 
volved, the WCC should smoke it out. I use it (theological) in a less loaded way 
than he (Mr. Laham) did." 


Other words, such as "negotiations" and "security" and phrases which seemed, to 
"condemn" also caused trouble. Some delegates maintained. that the WCC should not 
use "political language" but leave that to the United Nations. 


(See Appendix for full text of resolution) 
EPS, Uppsala 


HIGHLIGHTS OF 

FINAL ACTIONS 

(Uppsala, July 19) - In its concluding two days the Fourth Assembly approved numer- 
ous proposals, as guides for the work of the World Council in the interim between 
now and the next Assembly. 


Highlights were: 


Relations with Roman Catholics 


The Assembly unanimously adopted a report encouraging continued attention to the 
question of Roman Catholic membership in the WCC. 


It also authorized revision of the original mandate of the Joint Working Group of 
the WCC and Roman Catholic Church "as may be required by further developments", 
although noting that its "exploratory task ... is obviously not yet fulfilled". 


Another recommendation gives a more permanent nature to what has been a joint 
"exploratory" WCC-Roman Catholic Committee on Society, Development, and Peace. 


The action specifically endorsed continuation of a special secretariat for the com- 
mittee — now manned only by Father George H. Dunne in the Geneva headquarters of 
the WCC - for three years and called for its expansion with the addition of two 
associate secretaries and other needed staff. 


It also endorsed study and education programmes to implement the findings of the 
recent Beirut Conference on Development jointly sponsored by the WCC and the 


(more) 
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Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace, and probe WCC and Roman Catholic thinking 
on "Christian responsibility for peace". 


Approval of another document raised the possibility that Roman Catholics will be 
invited to serve on the WCC's Working Committee of the Department of Church and 


Society. 


Specifically the Assembly voted for a proposal to enlarge the Working Committee from 
15 to 25 or 30 members, and calling for inclusion of "a representative group of mem- 
bers of the Roman Catholic Church". 


(Earlier the Assembly had approved the addition of nine Roman Catholics to the 
Faith and Order Commission which has a separate constitution from that of the,WCC. 
However, this was the first action opening possibilities of their membership on a 
department committee.) 


"What is Man?" Study 


The Assembly approved a major study titled "What is Man?" - a question which it 
said was posed with "a great sense of urgency". It authorized appointment of a 
co-ordinator to bring into a common framework numerous studies on the nature of man 
by various Council units and the establishment of an advisory committee of experts. 


The study will seek to determine in what way contemporary man is different from his 
predecessor, "his context of living, his mode of existence, his self-understandin 
of he himself". 


Unlike most WCC studies, which "have been carried out by theologically trained 
people within a church setting", this one will rely heavily upon teams of experts 
from academic institutions, professional associations, and research institutes. 


Other studies approved will deal with the elimination of racism, changes necessary 
in structures for effective world development, and the functions of law and related 
issues required for social justice. 


Education Office 


The Assembly voted to set up a new office of education to deal with general educa- 
tion, Christian education and theological education. It said it should work as 
‘far as possible with appropriate bodies within the Roman Catholic Church and other 
non-member churches and foster relationships with UNESCO, ILO and other inter—- _ 
national agencies. The new office will have a staff of not less than three offi- 
cers and will be financed at a cost of $100,000 per year apart from the general 
budget. . 


Other Actions 


In other actions the Assembly: 


- Approved and commended for study a 15-page document based on a three-year 
study of the Church and the Media of Mass Communications. 


- Approved a "model annual general budget"calling for a yearly expenditure of 
$1,320,000 through 1971, noting that this was but a fraction of the budget of some 
member churches. It also voted approval of the motion that member churches should 
increase their contributions by at least one-third, beginning in 1969, and said 
if this measure is not successful the Central Committee should be authorized to 
seek other means of support. 


(more) | , 


No. 28 -— 22nd July, 1968 7 


- Approved a report of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 
which called for special study by member churches of problems including "violence 
versus non-violence, strategies and programmes for the next Development Decade, 
Marxist and non-Marxist concepts of development, and problems of racism as an 
element in relations between and with developed and developing countries. It also 
urged special attention to relations with the People's Republic of China. 


- Adopted a resolution on Human Rights recommending that the United Nations 
establish an office at the highest possible level, perhaps that of Under Secretary, 
to facilitate greater co-operation and co-ordination of human rights activities. 


- Adopted a report from the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service calling upon member churches to give high priority to development 
needs and encouraging the investment of church resources in development projects. 
It also asked churches to help meet need by granting loans bearing low interest 
rates, or even without interest, as well as by grants. 


= Approved a major study of the structure of the World Council beginning in 1969 
to include.a review of present procedures for nominating members of the Central 
Committee and divisional and departmen committees, as well as of "the Assembly 
process", particularly in view of repeated urgings to include more women and youth 
in WCC activities. 

EPS, Uppsala 


M.M. THOMAS NAMED 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 


(Uppsala, July 20) - An Asian layman, a lay woman from the United Kingdom, and a 
top official of the Eastern Orthodox Church were elected to the leadership of the 
new 120-member Central Committee of the World Council of Churches at its first 
meeting today. 


Named chairman was Mr. M.M. Thomas, aged 52, of Bangalore, India, a member of the 
Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar, and director of the Christian Institute for 
the Study of Religion and Society in Bangalore. 


Chosen to serve with him as vice-chairmen were Miss Pauline Mary Webb, aged 41, of 
London and Metropolitan Meliton of Chalcedon, aged 55, dean of the Holy Synod or 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. 


Miss Webb is director of lay training for the Methodist Church in the United King- 
dom, and a member of the Anglican-Methodist Commission negotiating union, and on 
World Methodist Council's Executive Committee. 


Named to the Executive Committee, for which Mr. Thomas also is chairman, were: 


Rev. J.B. Bokeleale, Disciples, Congo-Kinshasa; Mr. JeV. Faune, United, Philippines; 
Prases K. Gottschald, Lutheran, Brazil; Archbishop Josefson, Lutheran, Sweden; 

Rev. Dr. J.M. Lochman, Reformed, Czechoslovakia; Hev. RJ. Marshall, Lutheran, USA; 
Rev. Roy Nichols, Methodist, USA; Metropolitan Nicodim, Orthodox, USSR; Rt. Rev. 
Bishop E.S. Reed, Anglican, Canada; Rev. J. Rossel, Reformed, Switzerland ; 

Prof. T. Sabev, Orthodox, Bulgaria; Bishop K. Sarkissian, Oriental Orthodox, ; 
Lebanon; Mr. T.B. Simatupang, Reformed, Indonesia; Rt. Rev. Bishop Att roe 
Anglican, UK; Dr. Richard von Weizsacker, United Lutheran, Germany; Mrs. J. Wesonga, 
Anglican, Uganda. 


The Central Committee voted to accept an invitation from the British Council of 
Churches to hold its next meeting at the University of Kent, England. Dates set 


were August 12-23, 1969. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake was re-appointed general secretary of the World Council by 
a unanimous vote of the Central Committee. EPS, Uppsala 
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SECTION REPORT ON 
"HOLY SPIRIT AND CATHOLICITY" 


(Uppsala, July 18) - Member churches of the World Council of Churches "should work 
for the time when a genuinely universal council may once more speak for all Christ- 
ians, and lead the way into the future" said a report on the "Holy Spirit and the 
Catholicity of the Church", approved in substance by the Fourth Assembly here 
tonight. 


Submitted by one of the Assembly's six sections, it declared: "The clearest ob- 
stacle to manifestation of the churches' universality is their inability to under- 
stand the measure in which they already belong together in one body. 


"Some real experience of universality is provided by establishing regional and 
international confessional fellowships. But such experiences of universality are 
inevitably partial. The ecumenical movement helps to enlarge this experience of 
universality, and its regional councils and its World Council may be regarded as 
transitional opportunities for eventually actualizing a truly universal, ecumenical, 
conciliar form of common life and witness." 


The report noted that at a time when the Holy Spirit "is leading us into a fresh 
and exhilarating understanding of the Body of Christ" ... the basis of our endeav- 
our for unity is being widely questioned". 


For many, inside and outside the Church, "the struggle for Christian unity in its 
present form" seems "irrelevant to the immediate crisis of our times. 


"The same Spirit who is bringing us together in. the Church does, in fact, make us 
more aware of the needs of the world. We cannot be insulated from the shocks: and 
turmoils of our time. 


"We see the work of demonic forces that battle against the rights and liberties. of 
man, but we also see the activity of the life-giving Spirit of God. We have come 
to view this world of men as the place where God is already at work to make all 
things new, and where He summons us to work with Hin." 


On catholicity, the statement observed: "Catholicity is a gift of the Spirit, but 
it is also a task, a call and an engagement". It "reaches its completion when what 
_ God has already begun in history is finally disclosed and fulfilled" and "is the 
opposite of all kinds of egoism and particularism". 


The Church, must express catholicity "in its worship and by providing a home Pir 
all sorts ahd conditions of men and women, and in its witness and service by working 
for the realization of genuine humanity". 


Warning that "Christians confuse the unity and catholicity of the Church with other 
solidarities and communities", the report noted, as examples, times when Christians 
discriminate on the basis of race, wealth, social class or education; when they 
alae cultural, ethnic or political allegiances to prevent organic union; when they 
"prescribe their own customary practices as binding on other Christians" or "permit 
loyalty to their own nation to hinder or destroy their desire for mutual fellow- 
ship with Christians of another nation"; and when they "allow themselves to be for- 
ced into a unity by the State for nationalistic ends or break their unity for pol- 
itical purposes". 


In a theological examination of the diversities of the Spirit's working, the docu- 
ment noted that "diversity may be a perversion of catholicity but often it is a 
genuine expression of the apostolic vocation of the Church". The double movement 
of "being called out of the world and being sent into the world" is "basic to a 
dynamic catholicity". 
| (more) 
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Recalling the Third Assembly's expression of the need to show the unity of "all 

Christians in each place", the report said today a "fresh understanding" is re- 

quired of that statement. The churches must "realize that they belong together 

and are called to act together. In a time when human interdependence is so evi- 
dent, it is the more imperative to make visible the bonds which unite Christians 
in universal fellowship". 


With technology "drawing men into a single secular culture’ the "essential truth 
of human nature as of one blood, inequal right and dignity through every diversity 
of race and kind" was being made evident. For the Christian, "this unity of man 
is»grounded'... not only in His creation by the one God in His own image, but 
in Jesus Christ who for us men became man, was crucified and who constitutes the 
Church which is His body as a new community of new creatures". 

EPS, Uppsala 


SECTION REPORT ON 
"RENEWAL IN MISSION" 


(Uppsala, July 18) - In a world of intermingled political, social and ecclesias-— 

tical change, the churches must seek their mission by breaking away from outdated 
structures and finding flexible new means of action in co-operation with "men of 

other faiths or of no faith", the Fourth Assembly said here. 


At the same time, said the document on "Renewal in Mission" approved today, it is 
the "unchanging responsibility" of Christians "to make known the Gospel of the 
forgiveness of God in Christ" to all men. 


One of the six reports formulated by the six Assembly sections, it was approved 
"in substance" only after it was brought to the floor of the Assembly a second time. 


A first presentation produced a long series of comments from delegates, many of 
them agreeing in general with the paper's call for new approaches, but most also 
finding it lacking in sufficient reference to the basic Christian task of spreading 
the Gospel. 


The revised version, as acted upon, retains an original emphasis on the "burning" 
need today for churches to recognize their mission “as the gift of a new creation 
.which is a radical renewal of the old and the invitation to men to grow up into 
their full humanity in the New Man, Jesus Christ". 


Each of the report's three main sections = a theological statement of "mandate for 
mission", a listing of "opportunities for mission" and a broad comment on "freedom 
for mission" - calls on churches to express a willingness to meet a changing world 
with changing patterns of action. 


While "missionary societies originated in a response of a past generation to the 
call to take the Gospel to the ends of the earth", the swift process of change to- 
day demands "new responses and new relationships. 


"Our understanding of the mission in six continents means that the resources of 
the whole Church in terms of men, money and expertise are available for the use of 
the whole Church. Their deployment must be determined by need and not by historic 
relationships or traditional procedures." 


Suggested as among key areas of effort today were centres of power, revolutionary 
movements, institutions of higher learning and research, urban and industrial areas, 
suburbia and rural settings, the arena of relations between developed and developing 


nations and the churches themselves. 


(more) 
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Revolutions are breaking out all over the world as a result of global striving 
for "a just society", the report noted. 


"Since many Christians are deeply rooted in the status quo, they tend to be pri-» 
marily concermed for the maintenance of law and order. Where the maintenance of 
order is an obstacle to a just order, some will decide for revolutionary action 
against that injustice, struggling for a just society without which the new human- 
ity cannot fully come. " 


The statement declared that the Christian community itself "desperately needs re-" 
newal" or it will become a "spiritual ghetto, unaware of its true responsibilities". 


It warned against preoccupation with numerical and institutional strength. 
"Traditional mission board structures tend to commit the churches to institutional 
continuity" and too many "traditional churches neglect relationships with indepen- 
dent, rapidly growing indigenous Christian movement", it said. 


The final section examined the situation of the Church in both the local ‘and \world= 
wide situations as it underscored the "need to meet others, across all the fron- 
tiers, in new relationships that mean both listening and responding, both giving” 
and receiving". . evr’ 


In all situations, the document said there is a pressing need for re-examination = 
of church-life structures, of "the variety of tasks" to which people are called, 
of lay and clergy training programmes and "the whole scope and purpose of theo- 
logical education". 


4 
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SECTION REPORT ON 
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 


(Uppsala, duly 18) = The Fourth Assembly agreed here tonight that "yadical changes. 
in institutions and structures" must be made before want and misery will be eradi-* 
cated from the earth. ig 


Both developed and developing nations had assumed that "a mere transfer of.capital 
and techniques" would automatically help developing nations to grow and prosper", 
_said the Assembly. 


However, “efforts for international co-operation tend to be paralyzed", because 
such structural changes have not been promoted. 


There’ is urgent need "to instill social and economic processes with a new dynamic 
of human solidarity and justice". > gidlbs 
The statements were contained in a report, the section on "World. Economic. and Social 
Development" approved in substance and commended for study to the member. churches... 


The report hailed the possibilities created by the new technology. At the same 
time it acknowledged that the first Development Decade had proved to be a "decade, 
of disillusionment. 


"Most of the developed nations are inclined to reduce their financial commitment 
to the developing and show a disinclination to change patterns of trade, investment, 
technical assistance and aid, commensurate with the demands of development in the. 


Two Thirds World", the report said. "Neo-isolationism is gaining ground in many — 
countries. 


(more) 
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"In several developing nations", the report said, "ruling groups monopolize the 
produce of their economy and allow foreign resources to aid and abet tiem in such 
action. In the international economy, the amount received es aid is often neut- 
ralized by inequitable patterns of trade, excessive returns on private investment, 
and the burden of debt repayment." 


A chapter on revolution and violence in developing nations said: "The building 
of political structures suitable to national development involves revolutionary 
changes 1n social structures. Revolution is not to be identified with violence 
however eee. . 


"The churches have a special contribution towards the development of effective non- 
violence strategies of revolution and social change. Nevertheless, we are called 
to participate creatively in the building of political institutions to implement 
the social changes that are desperately needed." 


The report made a strong appeal to churches in industrial countries to urge their 
governments "to increase annually the perceitage of Gross National Product offic- 
ially transferred as financial. resources to developing countries, with a mininun 
net amount of 1% to be reached by 1971". Also urged was support for agreements 
stebdilizing and supporting prices of primary »vroducts, as well as preferential 
access to developed markets for manufactured goods coming from developing lands. 


Under the heading of 'political tasks", churches in the developed world were urgea 
to participate in movements for radical structural changes necessary to establish 
justice in the society. 


™he lifting of the economic blockade of Cuba was cited as an example of how the 
developed nations could adopt development policies transcending pureiy ideological 
and political interests. 


Churches in the developing lands were asked to espouse the cause of the disinherited 
"eiving a voice to the masses". They too were asked to come out openly for revolu- 
tionary changes. 


line actions were recommended to Christians as individuals. Chief among them was 
a voluntary self-tax oy wiicn the individual would make available for development 
eid a percentage of his income related to the difference between what his govern- 
‘ment spends for this purpose and what it should spend. 


Co--peration with the Roman Catholic Church on development was endorsed. Specifi- 
cally the delegates voted to continue the Joint WCC-Roman Catholic Committee on 
Seciety, Development and Peace, established on 4% ‘temporary besis®in 19567. 


Other directives to the World Council called on it to continue and increase its 
co-operation with the United Nations agencies in the field of development. Also 
in the restructuring of the World Council, it was urged that "a new expanded dev- 
elopment service" be launched drawing on the experience of mission, inter-church 


aid, social study and action deparwments. 
cu?s, Uppsala 
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ASSEMBLY ELECTS 120 
TO CENTRAL COMMITTEE 


(Uppsala, July 18) - Delegates to the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches today elected a 120-member Central Committee which includes 89 clergy and 
31 lay men and women. 


The Orthodox Churches, as the largest communion in the WCC's membership, received 
the greatest number of places on the policy-making committee - 23 of the 120 seats, 
with an additional seven seats going to Oriental Orthodox Churches. 


As the result of a floor intervention three Blacks from the United States were added 
to the list submitted to the plenary session by the Nominating Committee as’replace-— 
ments for three white American clergymen, two of whom withdrew their names.» Two 
others were named by the Nominations Committee. 


The latter were Dr. K.L. Taylor of Richmond, Va., pastor in the National Baptist 
Convention, USA, Inc., and the Rev. Andrew HE. Whitted of New Rochelle, oN.Ysjv arpas- 
tor in the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. 


The three replacements - all residents of New York City - were Miss Jean Fairfax, 
staff member of the Legal Defense and Education Fund of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Coloured People, a member of the United Church of Christ; the 
Rev. Edler G. Hawkins, former moderator of the United Presbyterian Church in) the 
USA; and Dr. Roy C. Nichols, pastor of Salem Methodist Church in Harlem. 


They replaced the Rev. David G. Colwell, pastor of Plymouth Congregational Church 
in Seattle, Washington, and Dr. James I. ileCord, president of Princeton Theological 
Seminary eae to aire in New Jersey, who asked that they be allowed to withdraw. 
Dr. Robert: G. Mayfield, a Methodist delegate from Wilmette, Illinois, snominated 

Dr. Nichols to replace Bishop F. Gerald Ensley of Columbus, Ohio, and delegates ap- 
proved the substition. 


In spite of the fact that youth at this Assembly had made a strong plea to share in 
the decision-making processes, no youth participant was named to the Central Com- 
mittee. According to the constitution, only Assembly delegates are eligible for 
nomination, and few youth had been sent as members of official delegations. Of the 
120 elected, two members were under 25, and 54 under 50 years of age. 


Eighty-eight are ordained men, 24 are laymen, one is an ordained woman and seven are 
lay women. 


Sixteen members each come from Africa and Asia, six from Australasia and the Pacific. 
five from Latin America, 23 from North America, and 54 from Europe and the Middle 
East. 


By confessional families, the distribution is Orthodox (23), Reformed (19), Luth- 
eran (17), Anglican, Methodist,and United Churches (13 becat Oriental Orthodox G7), 
Baptist (5), Congregational (25 and others (8). 


One-fourth of the members of the new Central Committee are holdovers from the pre- 
vious committee elected at New Delhi, 


KEK 


(A complete list of the new Central Committee will be published 
in the next issue) 
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ASSEMBLY NAMES SIX 
NEW PRESIDENTS 


(Uppsala, July 18), -. The Fourth Assembly, of, the. World Council of, Churches, today 
elected six prominent church leaders to serve as the WOG's presidents, until. the 
next. Assembly in six or seven years. Named were: 

- His Holiness German, Patriarch of the Serbian Orthodox Church; 


- Dr. Hanns Lilje, Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Hannover, -Germany; 


- The Rev. Dr...T.D..Niles, The, Methodist Church in. Ceylon,. chairman 
of the East Asia Christian Conference; 


The Rev. Dr. John C. Smith, The United Presbyterian Church in the USA; 


- The Rev. Dr. Ernest A. Payne, The Baptist Union of Great Britain and 
Ireland, retiring vice-chairman of the Central Committee; 


= The Rt. Rev. A.H. Zulu, Bishop of Zululand, Church of the Province 
of South Africa (Anglican) 


To a standing ovation the Assembly also elected former WCC general secretary, 

Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, as honorary president. He is the fourth man to hold that 
title. The only other surviving honorary president is Dr. J.H. Oldham of St. Leon- 
ards-on-Sea, England. The late Dr. John R. Mott of the United States and the late 
Bishop George K.A. Bell of Chichester, England, were the other two so honoured. 


Substitute Motion Fails 


The usually smooth procedure of presidential elections was interrupted when a move 
was made to substitute Mrs. Birgit Rodhe of the Church of Sweden for Bishop Lilje. 
Spearheaded by Episcopalians and other American Protestants, it was defeated on a 
written ballot. With 626. of the 701 official delegates participating, Bishop Lilje 
received 539 votes and Mrs. nodhe 284 votes, with three abstentions. 


Supporters of Mrs. Rodhe included seven members of the Episcopal Church, five from 
the United Methodist Church, two from the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, one 
from the Religious Society of Friends, and one from the African Methodist Episcopal 
Zion Church of the United States, and eight from other countries. 


Had Mrs. Rodhe been named, she would have been the first woman ever elected to the 
Presidium by an Assembly. 


The New Presidents 


His Holiness German has been Patriarch of the Serbian Orthodox Church since 1958. 
His Patriarchate is located in Belgrade, Yugoslavia. Born in Central Serbia in 
1899, he studied Law at the Sorbonne and was graduated from the Theological Faculty 
at Belgrade University. In 1952, he was consecrated Bishop of Budapest, and in 
1959 he became Bishop of Zica. He has visited, England, the United States, Russia 


France, Italy, Germany and Greece. 


The Rt. Rev. Alphaeus Hamilton Zulu, a member of the Zulu Royal House, was the first 
African to be consecrated (in 1960) Bishop of the Anglican Church in South Africa. 
He was at first Suffragan Bishop of St. John's, which is in the Transkei area, where 
he established a regional council of churches. He was chairman of the Christian 
Council of Transkei until last October. He was born in South Africa in 1905, 
ordained in the Anglican priesthood in 1942, and served in Durban, in the Diocese 
of Natal, with great success. His present Diocese of Zululand and Swaziland is 


fully racially integrated. 


(more) 
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The Rev. Dr. D.T. Niles, of Jaffna, Ceylon, is chairman of the East Asia Christian 
Conference (HACC). From its founding in 1957 until his retirement earlier this year, 
he served as its general secretary. He is a former secretary of the WCC's Depart- 
ment on Evangelism, and former chairman of the World Student Christian Federation. 

He also was chairman of the WCC's Youth Department until 1953. He is a former sec- 
retary of the Ceylon Christian Council, and served as principal of Jaffna Central 
College, a Methodist school in Ceylon. 


Bishop Hanns Lilje has been head of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Province 

of Hannover since 1947 and is presiding bishop of the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Germany (VELKE). He has belonged to the Council of the Evarcelical Church 

in Germany (EKD) since 1949 and was vice-president until 1967. He has been a member of 
the Central Committee since 1948, and for the past seven years also on the Executive 
Committee. He chaired the study group on the Church and the Media of Mass Communi- 
cation, one of the major Assembly statements. He was the second president of the 
Lutheran World Federation (1952-57), and is a member of its Executive Committee. 


The Rev. Dr. Ernest Alexander Payne, an authority on the history of British Free 
Churches, retired late in 1967 as general secretary of the Baptist Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland after serving for 16 years in this capacity. He continues on 
the Executive Committee of the Baptist World Alliance and is vice-president of, the 
United Society for Christian Literature and the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
Dr. Payne has been vice-chairman of the World Council's Central and Executive Com- 
mittees since 1954. 


The Rev. Dr. John Coventry Smith has been general secretary of the Commission on 
Ecumenical Mission and Relations (COHMAR) of the United Presbyterian Church. in the 
USA since 1959. He was elected Moderator of the 180th General Assembly of his denomi- 
nation in May of this year. It is a one-year term of office which he will serve in 
addition to his COEMAR post. Dr. Smith was a missionary in Japan at the outbreak of 
World War II, and spent six months in a Japenese internment camp. He served several 
Presbyterian churches before becoming secretary for Japan, Korea, Philippines and 
Thailand, and then associate general secretary for what is now COEMAR. He has been 
a member of the World Council of Churches! Central Committee and vice-chairman of 
its Divisional Committee on World Mission and Evangelism since 1961. 

EPS, Uppsala 


ASSEMBLY ENCOURAGES STUDY OF 
RC MEMBERSHIP IN WORLD COUNCIL 


(Uppsala, July 18) - The Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches today unani- 
mously accepted a report encouraging continuing attention to the question of Roman 
Catholic membership in the Council. 


"Former hesitations concerning the possibility of early understanding and cooperation 
have proved groundless", the report said. 


It noted that "the Roman Catholic Church has ... shown a new interest in the WCC" 
and that "membership (in the WCC) depends on the initiative of individual churches 
willing to accept the basis of membership. 


"The World Council of Churches reaffirms its eagerness to extend its membership to 
include all those Churches at present outside its fellowship", the report said. 


It noted that "since the Third Assembly the ecumenical movement has expanded to in- 
clude the Roman Catholic Church" and said that the Second Vatican Council "explained 
in a new way the Roman Catholic Church's understanding of and attitude to other 
churches", 


I — 


(more) . 
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"This change has had a deep effect on the ecumenical movement", it) continued. "For 
the first time in its history, all the main. traditions of Christianity are parti- 
cipating, in one degree or another, in dialogue and co-operation and the problems 
which divide the churches can be seen in all their roots and aspects. 


Receiving the report of the Joint Workines ¢ i 

; & Group of the WCC and Roman Catholic Church 
ee eet in 1965, the Assembly authorized the Central Committee to revise the 
Group's mandate "as may be required by future developments". The Group's "explora- 
tory task ... is obviously not yet fulfilled", it said. 


pee Assembly expressed "the hope that satisfactory solutions" may be reached to 

such practical and pastoral problems as ‘the theory and practice of proselytism to- 
day, religious liberty and mixed marriages, which for a long time have been obstac- 
les to the building of fellowship". 


EPS, Uppsala 


DEVELOPMENT EMPHASIS 
UNDERLINED IN ICA REPORT 


(Uppsala, July 19) - The Fourth Assembly today called upon the churches to take the 
total development aid needs of the world community as a major focus of attention. 


The report of the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
approved by delegates said the WCC should give the needs of development "a high 
priority" in its total programme and that it should play its part, along with other 
departments of the Council, in keeping before the churches their responsibilities 
for world-wide development. 


This division is by far the largest of the World Council, with a tumover of approxi- 
mately $13 million a year channelled through it by its related churches and their 
agencies for emergencies, projects, refugee work, and other activities. It co-ordi- 
nates more than 600 social, development, and refugee projects in about 80 countries. 


TheAssembly accepted that the division's existing mandate is adequate for its current 
and anticipated tasks, but suggested it should develop new ways for the quick init- 
ial funding of promising development project proposals. Especially it urged that 
serious consideration should be given to setting up a "revolving fund" from which 

. advances could be made on the recommendation of a screening committee. 


It also asked the division to encourage the investment of church resources in dev— 
elopment projects which, for a variety of reasons, churches in countries where these 
projects were located might find it impossible to sponsor directly. 


It suggested further that churches should strengthen their service in meeting need 
by means of loans bearing low interest rates or even without interest at all, and 


not only by grants. g 


A section on refugees recommended that with regard to Vietnam the churches not only 
continue their present work, but plan now for post-war programmes. Plans should 
also be made immediately for rehabilitation in Nigeria and the former eastern region 
(Biafra) to be put into effect as soon as the fighting there ceases. In the Middle 
East it called for increased financial support from governments for the United 


Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian refugees. 
EPS, Uppsala 


YOUTH ANALYSIS OF DELEGATES: 
TOO OLD, TOO WORDY, TOO READY TO COMPROMISE 


(Uppsala, July 18) - Youth participants in the Fourth Assembly = a group which’ has 
made itself felt in ways which have both heartened and irritated its elders - today 
told the delegates what they thought about them. Their analysis was not very 
flattering. 


Mincing no words they presented a ten-point document accusing delegates of being 
over-concerned with producing a set of documents, too ready to compromise, too 
prone to making long addresses, and too old. 


Speaking on behalf of the 154-member youth contingent, two representatives = 

Miss J. Annathaie M. Devanayagam of Ceylon and Mr. Suhail Aranki of Jordan also 
accused them of having done too little preparation, and of aiding in the perpetua— 
tion of a pattern of imperialism and paternalism in the structure and theology of 
the World Council. 


They criticized the Assembly programme for not giving more attention to the "world" 
rather than the "church" and for not having more addresses by Third World represen- 
tatives. 


They advocated more attention to racism and development as "the most important 
issues of this century" and a thorough study of existing WCC and church structures 
which, they said, now "reflect to an embarrassing degree the largely capitalist 
societies of Europe, North America, South Africa, and Australisia. 


In response, delegates agreed virtually unanimously to a motion by Dr. Robert 
McAfee Brown of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA,to refer the recommen— » 
da ions to the Central Committee, the Committee on Structure and the Youth Committee. 


Making the motion Dr. Brown said: "The presence of the youth at this Assembly has 
for me been one of its most important factors. All the delegates were stimulated, 
some were threatened and others were encouraged by their statements and actions." 


The virtually unanimous approval came as somewhat of a surprise to the youth. "We 
thought there would be a few eggs thrown", commented one. , vents 
EPS, Uppsala 


PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


(Uppsala) ~ (325) Five of the six new presidents of the World Council of Churches 

are, left to right: Bishop Hanns Lilje; Dr. Ernest A. Payne; Dr. DT. Niles; 

Bishop A.H. Zulu; and Dr. John Coventry Smith. His Holiness German, Patriarch.of 

Serbia, the sixth president, was not present,at the Assembly. (326) A. view of. 

a plenary session in Fyris Sports Hall. (327) Dre W.A. Visser 't Hooft, former 
eneral secretary of the World Council, was named honorary president.of.the Council. 

(508) Dr. Margaret Mead, anthropolgist and popular author ., speaking at an Assembly 

press conference. Presiding at the conference (press) was Bishop J. Brooke Mosley, 

chairman of the Assembly Press and Broadcasting Committee. (329) The 120-member 

Central Committee of the World Council, elected by delegates to the Fourth Assembly, 


includes 89 clergy and 31 lay men and women. One is an ordained woman and seven 
are lay women. 
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APPENDIX I 
ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION ON VIETNAM 
1. We who are gathered in the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches 


declare that the mortal suffering of the Vietnamese people should at once 
be ended. The restoration of peace in Vietnam is of paramount importance 
to all our member churches, concerned as they are that mankind shall live 
reconciled in justice and peace. 


We are thankful that it has at least been possible for both sides to come 
to a conference table. The first priority now is that the Paris conversa- 
tions should be successfully concluded. We believe that each party to 
them should take risks for peace, and be prepared if necessary to modify 
its original position. During the conversations, we urge all parties to 
refrain from building up their military strength. 


Meanwhile the United States' bombing of North Vietham, and all use of 
weapons of mass destruction, should cease immediately and unconditionally. 
We call on all parties to stop military activities in South Vietnam. 


A political solution, so urgently needed in Vietnam, cannot be achieved 

by military victory, but must in the final analysis be dependent upon 

the choice of the Vietnamese people themselves. The appalling situation 
of the Vietnamese people today offers an example of the tragedy to which 
unilateral intervention of a great power can lead. Moreover, such inter- 
vention creates rather than solves political, social and economic problems. 
The achievement and guarantee of peace should be the responsibility of 
international organizations. We therefore ask all governments to heed 

the bitter lesson of South-East Asia and to strengthen the United Nations 
both initspolitical authority and in its material strength. 


It is intolerable that Vietnam should still remain the symbol for our 
time of the misery of a developing people caught in world conflict. 
Christians today have an obligation to support both short-term relief 
and long-term development. 


fhese considerations make it all the more timely to begin immediately 
the preparation for post-war aid. These problems, particularly as they 
relate to the homeless, may well be of unprecedented proportions. The 
planning by the churches for programmes expressing their concern must 
be pushed forward as quickly as possible. 


Voluntary programmes, however, will only be ancillary to the massive pro- 
gramme of inter-governmental aid that will be required. It is therefore 
important to bring this matter to the attention of governments and the 
United Nations family, and to seek by all means possible to ensure that 
plans which are adequate and acceptable to the Vietnamese people are pre=- 
pared now by the international community to be acted upon without delay 
when the opportunity arises. 


Pe) aes ees, Yih 
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APPENDIX 
(cont. ) ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION ON THE CONFLICT BETWEEN 
NIGERIA AND THE FORMER EASTERN REGION 
1. We have followed with grief and pain the course of the tragic conflict in 


36 


this area. We value our Christian fellowship with our brethren on both 
sides of it. We do not believe it to be our duty to sit in judgment on 
the matters in dispute or to take sides. But we are all involved - and 
this Assembly has felt involved - because of our common humanity and of 
our bonds of fellowship in the Gospel. 


Our first and most urgent plea to both sides is for an end to hostilities 
to allow a resumption of negotiations and the search for suitable solu- 
tions. This is the key to many problems of relief and reassurance. 


But solutions also will require the abatement of the fears which grip the 
peoples, however, these fears originated, and whatever forms they take. 
We plead for renewed imaginative governmental initiatives to reduce these 
anxieties. We suggest that the parties may wish to consider using third 
party assistance in their negotiations. 


We ask all governments to work effectively towards peace and reconciliation, 
and to refrain from any action which would prolong the conflict in the area. 


We encourage Christians on both sides who are witnessing in many ways to 
their commitment to the unity of Christ's Body across barriers of distrust 
and separation, to continue to work for reconciliation, justice and peace. 


Ve KK HK 


ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION ON THE MIDDLE EAST 


We are deeply concerned that the menace of the situation in the Middle East 
shows no present sign of abating. The resolutions of the United Nations 
have not been implemented, the territorial integrity of the nations involved 
is not respected, occupation continues, no settlement is in sight and a new 
armament race is being mounted. 


In these circumstances we reaffirm the statement of the Heraklion Central Com- 
mittee in August 1967, and make the following points based upon it: 


(a) The independence and territorial integrity of all nations in the 
area must be guaranteed. Annexation by force must not be condoned. 


(b) The World Council of Churches must continue to join with all who 
Search for a solution of the refugee and displaced person problem. 


(c) Full religious freedom and access to holy places must continue to 
be guaranteed to the communities of all three historic religions 
preferably by international agreement. 


(a) National armaments should be limited to the lowest level consistent 
with national security. 


(e) The great world powers must refrain from pursuing their own exclu- 
Sive interests in the area. 


The forthcoming report of the Special Representation of the United Nations 
Secretary General is urgently awaited, and the Assembly earnestly hopes that 
it may open the way to a settlement. 
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ORTHODOX PARTICIPATION, FOCUS ON WORLD 
PROBLEMS CITED AS ASSEMBLY GAINS 


(Uppsala) - The Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches here showed that 
the international fellowship is "not as conservative as predicted and more ecumenical 
than expected", Dr. Eugene Carson Blake said here at a closing press conference. 


Referring to the heavy agenda of subjects dealing with international peace and 
justice and world development, the WCC general secretary declared that in significant 
measure the Assembly "turned the churches from the inside to the outside; from 
ecclesiastical business to mission and service to the world". 


Instead of a group of “hoary, aged ecclesiastics" expected by some to discard the 
findings of the 1966 Church and Society Conference, Dr. Blake said the delegates 
showed they have accepted challenges of the world and are determined to contribute 
to the solution of global problems. 


Among specific accomplishments of the Assembly, the general secretary called atten- 
tion to an action approving continuation of a Joint Committee on Society, Develop-—- 
ment and Peace. Established on a temporary basis in 1967 by the World Council and 
the Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace, the secretariat has been manned in 
Geneva by an American Jesuit, Father George Dunne. 


Dr. Blake expressed hope that an expanded joint programme can be launched in coming 
months which will be a major educational effort in development. 


The Assembly also showed, he said, that the WC can no longer be called "a Protestant 
agency". He cited the active Orthodox participation and that when a major Assembly 
statement is read "no longer does a delegate stand up and say, 'Now I must make a 
statement on behalf of the Orthodox'". 


Dr. Blake agreed that the heavy schedule, with such a large number of documents to 
handle in a short period, had raised questions about the efficiency of this type of 
Assembly. At the same time, he defended the mass forum not "as a United Nations" 

or diplomatic arena but a body which can reflect "the moral and spiritual insight of 
Christians representing many countries of the world". 


"Unless there were a moral aspect to what we say", he said, "we probably should not 
be saying it." 


Dr. Blake was asked for his comments on the participation of women and youth in the 
Assembly. The limited female representation, he said, was largely because small 
churches - many of them allowed only one delegate - did not send women. 


Dr. Blake said the Assembly had advanced the ecumenical movement by bringing together 
a large number of participants, official and unofficial, and providing an opportunity — 
for dialogue. 


In regard to official membership of Roman Catholics on World Council units, Dr. Blake 
said he believed that the future trend was definitely towards increased joint action. 
Financial considerations alone, he added, encourage co-operative rather than separate 
programmes "when our assumptions and goals are the same", 


On wCc finances the general secretary said that member bodies are being asked to 
increase their contributions by at least one-third. Future operations will be deter- 


mined, he added, by "how important they think the ecumenical movement, as served 
by the World Council, is". 
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CENTRAL COMMITTEE CONFIRMS 
TWO ROMAN CATHOLICS TO WCC WORKING GROUP 


(Uppsala) - Two Roman Catholics were on the 10-member Working Committee on 
Faith and Order approved by the new WCC Central Committee when it met here 
July 20 following the conclusion of the Fourth Assembly (see EPS No. 28). 


They are Prof. Dr. Emmanuel Lanne, 0.S.B., of France and Prof. Jorge Medina of 
Santiago, Chile. 


Earlier nine Roman Catholics had been added to the Commission on Faith and Order 
by action of the Assembly. 


Other members of the newly named Working Committee are: Prof. Savas Agourides, 
Orthodox, Greece; Dr. John Deschner, Methodist, Dallas, Texas (USA); Miss 
Christine Howard, Anglican, York, England; Bishop M. Moudjugin, Orthodox, USSR; 
Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, Church of South India, Madras, India; Prof. V.C. Samel, 
Orthodox Syrian Church of the East, Bangalore, India; Dr. William Stewari, 

_ Presbyterian, Scotland; Prof. Hans-Heinrich Wolf, Evangelical Church in Germany, 
Bochum, Germany, 


As an additional member of the Faith and Order Commission, the Central Committee 
approved Vincent G. Harding, a U.S. Mennonite, and refused to accept the with- 
‘drawal of Dr. J.I. McCord, president of Princeton Theological Seminary, who had 
sought to give his seat on the commission to an American Negro. The commission 
now numbers 136 persons. 


The composition of other working committees was also approved, including those for 
the Departments on Studies in Mission and Evangelism and Church and Society, and 
the Divisions of Ecumenical Action, World Mission, and Inter-church Aid. Out of 
the 205 persons named only 24 were women, Prof. Hendrikus Berkhof pointed out. 


Members of the Central Committee were told that they might suggest additional 
names by mail. The Executive Committee was empowered to examine the lists and 
make ‘changes when it meets in February, in Tulsa, Oklahoma (USA). 


New chairman of the Working Committee on the Department on Church and Society is 
Prof. S.L. Parmar of Allahabad, India. Other working committee chairmen. are: 
Studies in Mission and Evangelism - Prof. Hans J. Margull, Hamburg, Germany; 
Division of Ecumenical Action - Mr. Albert Laham of Lebanon; Division of World 
Mission and Evanglism - Rev. Tracy Jones, USA; Division of Inter-church Aid, Re- 
fugee and World Service - Bishop John H. Hines, USA (acting chairman); Department 
of Communication - Bishop Brooke Mosley, USA; Board of the Ecumenical Institute - 
Dr. Peter Hyde, Germany; Board of the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies - 
Prof. J. Courvoisier, Geneva, Switzerland. 


Action was also taken to implement a programme of study on the elimination of racisn, 
to initiate an Office of Education for which some funds are alreacy available, and to 
change the name of the Committee on Specialized Assistance to Social Projects to the 
"Advisory Committee on Technical Services" (ACTS). 


It was announced that the outgoing Central Committee at its meeting July 2-3 had 
elected the Rev. Victor B. Hayward of the United Kingdom an associate general secre- 
tary of the World Council with responsibility for relationships with regional and 
national councils of churches. The Assembly subsequently voted to establish such 

a post. Mr. Hayward has been executive secretary of the woC Department on Studies 


in Mission and Evangelism. 
EPS, Uppsala 
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URBANIZATION SEEN AS 
TREND OF THE FUTURE 


(Uppsala, July 17) - Urbanization is the rapidly-moving train of the future and 
the Church must begin running fast in the right direction if it expects to ,et on 
poard, the Fourth Assembly heard here. 


"Io one asre can sit back and say: 'A]l1 this does not apply to me as I come from 
a rural area'", the Rev. H.F.J. Daniel of Bangalore, India, told delegates. 


"yen if we come from Asia, Africa, or Latin America where the larger percentage 
of our population lives at the moment in rural areas, urbanization is the, trend to- 
wards which we are moving." 


Mr. Daniel, secretary of the Bast Asia Christian Conference Industrial Urban ilission, 
was one of three speakers during an evening devoted to "liission in a World, of Cities" 
Included on the programme were four short films and a panel discussion of their 
significance. 


Noting that "there is no ideal model to be copied (since) all cities are in crisis", 
Mr. Daniel urged the churchmen present to make sure that at least 10 per cent of 
their personnel and budgets be made available immediately for urban activities. 


'The Church needs a new motivation to examine its present involvement - and to re- 
structure its use of personnel and finance in a way that can match the emerging 
'ecumenopolis' to avoid its becoming a 'necropolis' - a dead city", the Indian 
church leader asserted. 


The Rev. Emilio E. Castro of Montevideo, Uruguay, an adviser to the Assembly, remin- 
dead the Assembly that "The World of cities is a new world. To enter it demands the 
same boldness and imagination and vision that the great missionaries had in the 

past ... It is the New Frontier - will we be there?" 


Dr. G.A. van Peursen of the University of Leyden, the Netherlands, said that the 
"modern city is not an object, nor a sum of things, like streets and houses", out 
"is a process, a way of collective behaviour, a hidden state of mind". 


The philosopher urged that "socio-psychological research go hand in hand with theo- 
logical reflection" and said that "we need new forms of urban education to learn 
now to be selective in our varied inter-relationships". 


Short films from Germany, Africa, the United States and Hungary were discussed by 
a panel composed of Jean-Marc Lamuniere, a Geneva, Switzerland, architect, Simon de 
Dardel, a Geneva journalist, and Christian Sulser, a Lausanne, Switzerland, journa- 
list and radio figure. 
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UN HIGH COMMISSIONER 
PRAISES WCC REFUGEE WORK 


(Uppsala, July 12) - The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Prince 
Rial TEs Aga Khan, expressed the hope that the World Council of Churches would 
continue to bring its vast experience and resources" to the aid of refugees on 


a a asl in pursuit of "our common desire of stability and peace in the 
world". 


In a message read today to the WCC's Fourth Assembly, Prince Sadruddin expressed 
his sincere appreciation for the "meaningful partnership and co-operation in the 
work of international assistance to refugees throughout the world". 


EPS, Uppsala 
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RICH NATIONS WON'T BE BANKRUPT 
AIDING POOR, BRITISH ECONOMIST NOTES 


(Uppsala) - Economic assistance to poor nations by rich nations is a matter of 
budgeting on the part of the rich, not one of their going bankrupt, a noted British 
economist and writer said here. 


Lady Jackson (Dr. Barbara Ward) urged "Christians to budget a little" and not spend 
all the economic growth of developed nations to raise their owm standard of living. 


"People in an abudant society have a birthright to share in it", Lady Jackson 
asserted, adding that there "should be a better way of spending money than piling 
up instruments of death". 


She noted that if the Vietnam war should end this year, and if the proposed talks 
on arms reduction by the United States and Russia are successful, many billions 
of dollars would be available for other purposes. 


"A vast agricultural revolution is possible", the press conference heard, "and if 


we would spend some of our money on this instead of anti-missiles" the revolution 


could be accelerated. 


Lady Jackson also noted that the general record of developing countries in efficient 


‘use of economic assistance "is very much better than it was 50 years ago" and she 
cautioned against demanding "an efficiency here that we do not demand anywhere else". 


In response to a question concerning violent economic revolution, the speaker said 
that history shows that "where situations could be remedied and are not, people 


move to any means available to them...when the situation becomes intolerable, people 


rebel against it". 


Noting that 20 per cent of the world's population controls 80 per cent of the wealth, 
Lady Jackson said this makes it "absolutely certain" that past economic practices 
"will not work". 
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STUDY ON NON-VIOLENCE APPROVED 
AS TRIBUTE TO MARTIN LUTHER KING 


(Uppsala) = The late Dr. Martin Luther King,Jr., American civil rights leader assass- 
inated in Memphis, Tennessee, on April 4, was solemnly honoured here when delegates 


to the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches rose for a moment of silent 


prayer in memory of the martyred Negro clergyman. 


The moving tribute followed passage of a resolution asking study of non-violent 
methods of social change in commemoration of Dr. King. The Central Committee was 
directed to explore the means by which this could be done. 


‘The statement expressed a "deep sense of the loss to the Church on earth" brought 


about by his tragic death, and encouraged World Council member churches to bring 
Dr. King's example before their members “with the aim of deepening their own 
Christian witness". 


Bishop Joseph A. Johnson of the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church (USA) speaking 
in support of the resolution, warned that the black community was waiting to see 
whether the white community would respond to the non-violent methods espoused by 

Dr. King. He expressed the hope that when non-violent methods are applied, the 
white community will not force black militants to take over to achieve rightful ends. 


EPS, Uppsala 
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Special Report ASSEMBLY DEFINED ULTIMATE GOALS AND 
IMMEDIATE CRISES FOR CHURCH 


(By Vaughan Hinton) 


(Uppsala) - The Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches = larger and’ more 
Complex than any before - came to a surprising conclusion. 


While apparently pre-occupied with contemporary world crises and the search for a 
Christian consensus on a host of divergent issues it, almost unconsciously, went a 
long way towards defining the ultimate goals of the ecumenical movement and the pro- 
bable style of the Christian Church which recognizes itself as a minority community 
in a tempestuous world. 


Perhaps this should have been obvious from the start. It was determined as much as 
anything by the choice of an Assembly theme - "Behold, I make all things new" 
(Rev. 21: 5-6), a passage with over-riding eschatological dimensions. 


But, following the Assembly's opening here on July 4, it seemed that the urgency of 
the world's immediate crises, and the churches' response to these, offered an already 
over-loaded agenda. Racism, peace, social justice, economic and social development 
jostled for the primary place in the Assembly's concerns. 


Yet the result was not merely the inevitable weighty volume of pious phrases. It also 
produced a host of guideline actions, plans and pronouncements that have real signi- 
ficance. 


For instance, the Assembly may well have redeemed for the Protestant churches the 
entire concept of catholicity while at the same time chastising the whole Church for 
its introversion and narrow legalisms on this subject. 


It .eclared justice for all men a primary requirement not only of the Church's service 
but of God's mission and the individual Christian's life. 


It proved that Christians who stand open to the world will find themselves called to 
make harsh judgments,but that they will be forced to judge themselves with equal 
harshness. 


In concrete terms, the Assembly was remarkable merely for holding together. It brough 
together 2,000 participants and visitors from six continents, 704 of whom were voting 
delegates from the 235 WCC member churches. A greater diversity of ecclesiastical, 
cultural and psychological backgrounds would be hard to find. In the space of 16 days 
it endeavoured to restate the whole background of the modern ecumenical movement, tiie 
theological issues at present engaging different churches, the social and ethical 
issues facing particular groups of nations. 


It exposed them to both radical and conservative viewpoints on theology and action; 
involved them in a startling variety of worship} sat them together in small groups 

to define their common views on everything from sexual relations to political revoluti 
revolution. 


The whole Assembly was opened to the keen scrutiny of some 800 press, radio and TV 
representatives and was stimulated, confused and irritated by 127 youth participants 
who had no vote but achieved an exceedingly loud voice. 


Perhaps the youth participants were correct when they took the floor at a plenary 
session to assert that the Assembly "is caught up in the frantic feeling that it is 
necessary to produce a set of documents at the end....The results would be better 
communicated by the people involved than by the documents", 


(more ) 
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Yet the documents are not all the bland statements many had expected. What the 
Assembly has produced is a series of six statements on pre-determined "major issues", 
which will be passed on to member churches for study and action; a substantial 
review of the entire working of the World Council as an organization - and authority 
to revise the Council's structures in the next two years; and consensus statements 
on a number of urgent political questions. 


Catholicity report 


The report on "The Holy Spirit and the Catholicity of the Church", a commendably 
lucid theological statement, will probably receive the closest attention, not only 
for the force of its texts on “secular catholicity" and apostolicity, but also 
because it is a report which the Orthodox Churches - for the first time the largest 
confessional group at the Assembly - took as of major importance. 


"The clearest obstacle to manifestation of the churches! universality is their 
inability to understand the measure in which they already belong together in one 
body", it declares. 


The report is also explicit in its description of the WCC as "a transitional 
opportunity for eventually actualizing a truly universal, ecumenical, conciliar 
form of common life and witness". It carries the assertion, "The members of the 
World Council, committed to each other, should work for the time when a genuinely 
universal council may once more speak for all Christians and lead the way into the 
future". 


On. catholicity it says "catholicity is a gift of the Spirit, but it is also a task, 
a. call and an engagement". It calls on the churches to "realize that they belong 
together.and are called to act together. In a time when human interdependence is so 
evident, it is the more imperative to make visible the bonds which unite Christians 
in universal fellowship". 


This Assembly was the first at which delegated observers, with the right to speak 
but not to vote, had been present from non-member churches. Of the 65 attending in 
this capacity, 15 were from the Roman Catholic Church. Upwards of 100 Roman 
Catholics attended as press, visitors or in other capacities. 


The first Roman Catholic to address an Assembly, Father Roberto Tucci, S.J., of 
Rome, said that Roman Catholics "no longer regard themselves as outside spectators 
who are indifferent or merely curious....but...as partners engaged in the same... 
quest for unity". 


The Rev. Dr. Jerome Hamer, associate secretary, Secretariat for Christian Unity at 
the Vatican, told a press conference that excessive preoccupation with the question 
of Roman Catholic membership was a "retrograde step" when so much actual collabora- 
tion and common action was taking place between the WCC and the Vatican. 


The most advanced plan for common action is in the field of economic and social 
development, in which a joint secretariat is planning a detailed programme of educa- 
tion and action for the churches. 


The development issue 


The development issue certainly dominated all others here at Uppsala. "It must be- 
come clear that church members who deny in fact their responsibility for the needy 
in any part of the world are just as much guilty of heresy as those who deny this or 
that article of faith", Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, former WCC general secretary and 
newly elected honorary president, said in his Assembly address. 


(more ) 
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The issue was elaborated in a major statement, accepted by the Assembly, which 
declared that "radical changes in institutions and structures" must be made before 
want and misery can be eradicated from the earth. 


In addition to advocating an increase in governmental assistance to an annual 1 per 
cent of the gross national product by 1971 and support of preferential access to 
developed markets for manufactured goods coming from developing nations, the report 
on "World Economic and Social Development" lists nine recommendations for individual 
Christians, chief among them being a voluntary self-tax for development aid and 
political activity designed to influence government aid and trade policies. 


Personal issues 


In wide-ranging comments on personal issues, the Section VI report dealt with the 
generation gap ("Increasingly, wisdom and authority are no longer associated with 
old age, except, perhaps, in politics and in church government"), with the use of 
power ("the contemporary world is dominated by middle-class people" who "tend to 
defend the existing order, though ready to improve it gradually"), drugs, the use 
of violence, parenthood, worship and Christian nurture. 


On sex, it says: "Too often, chastity is thought of simply in terms of abstinence 
or of keeping intercourse within marriage. But chastity is surely also concerned 
with the way love is expressed....lhere is an essential link between healthy sexu- 
ality and personal fulfilment. We believe that physical intercourse, personal 
commitment and marriage form a dynamic unity ". 


In summary, the report said, "A new style of life will not be produced by documents 
but by personal commitment, which includes readiness to reorder our time, skills 
and wealth, and maybe lay down life itself, for the achievement of a more just and 
compassionate society". 


Renewal in mission 


"The Church in mission is for all people everywhere; for those who have not heard 
the Gospel and for those who have; for those who, unknowingly, serve the 'man for 
others' and for those who name His name and yet turn away from His mission; and 
even for those who reject the Church and yet continue to wait for the new humanity", 
said the section on "Renewal in Mission". 


"There is a burning relevance today in describing the mission of God, in which we 
participate, as the gift of a new creation which is a radical renewal of the old 
and the invitation of men to grow up into their full humanity in the New Man, Jesus 
Christ", it added. 


Political action 


Current political developments in a number of countries engaged the Assembly in 

both theory and action. The Assembly approved a new $3,000,000 appeal for relief 
operations in Nigeria (an addition to the $3,800,000 in cash and goods already on | 
the way). Later they authorized the sending of three WCC representatives to attend 
Organization of African Unity talks on the war. 


In the statement on Vietnam, the Assembly called for an end "to the mortal suffering 
of the Vietnamese people". The resolution emphasized the self-determination of the 
Vietnamese and requests a strengthening of the United Nations since "the guarantee 
of peace should be the responsibility of international organizations", 


The Assembly's general statement on peace and justice said that "the avoidance of 
atomic, biological and chemical war has become a condition of human survival". 


(more ) 


On the thorny issue of conscientious objectors, the report is unequivocal: -"Pro- 
tection of conscience demands that the churches should give spiritual care and 
support not only to those serving in armed forces but also to those who...object 
to participation in particular wars or to entering the military service of their 
nations for reasoms of conscience. Such support should include pressure to have 
the law changed where required". 


Crisis in worship | 

"There is a crisis of worship and behind it a widespread crisis of faith", the 
section on-worship reported. It went on to assert that "worship needs no more 
justification than does love. It acknowledges the deep mystery which surrounds 
human. life. For those who believe in the God who is revealed in Jesus Christ, 
fundamentally worship is a privilege more than a problem, for it enables men to 
sharesin the joy, the peace and the love of God". 


In a series of recommendations directed towards renewal in worship, it says that 
"Christian worship should be related to the cultures of the world. It should help 
a@ person to betruly Christian and truly a man of his own culture. It should take 
the risk of indigenization". 


In repeated statements, the Assembly dealt with the race issue. "As Christians 

_we must. refuse to participate in any form of racial or class segregation in worship", 
said one section. "Contemporary racism robs all human rights of their meaning, and 
is an imminent danger to world peace....Only immediate action directed to root 
causes can avoid widespread violence or war", said another. 


Elected as presidents of the Council until the next Assembly were: His Holiness 
German, Patriarch of Serbia; the Rt. Rev. A.H. Zulu, bishop of Zululand and Swazi- 
land, Church of the Province of South Africa (Anglican); the Rev. Dr. D.T. Niles 
of Ceylon, Chairman of the East Asia Christian Conference; Bishop Hanns hLilje, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hannover, Germany; the Rev. Dr.Ernest A. Payne, 
Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland; and the Rev. John Coventry Smith, 
United Presbyterian Church in the USA. 


Bound to renewal 


"The ecumenical movement must become bolder and more representative. Our churches 
_must acknowledge that this movement binds us to renewal", the Assembly declared in 
its final, statement. 


"Therefore, we re-affirm our covenant to support and correct one another. Present 
plans for church union call for decision, and we seek fuller communion with those 
churches which are not yet in full fellowship with us", it continues. 


"We know that we never. live the fullness of what we profess and we long for God to 
take overs Yet we rejoice that already we can anticipate in worship the time when 
God renews ourselves, all men, all things", it concluded. 


(Vaughan Hinton, secretary for public relations of the 
Australian Council of Churches, is one of the co-opted 
writers working on the staff of the Fourth Assembly.) 
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THIRD WCC TEAM OFF TO NIGERIA; 
CHURCHES STEP UP RELIEF SUPPLIES 


(Geneva) - The second church-recruited medical relief team to leave Geneva for 
Nigeria within the space of two weeks departed on August 20 for Lagos. 


This was the third team the WCC has put into the field since June 5 when its 
Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service began a concerted effort to 
recruit personnel to care for victims of the civil strife in Nigeria. 


This week five Norwegians departed from Geneva after a two-day briefing with staff 
members of the WCC and the International Committee of the Red Cross. 


The six are Dr. Anton B. Sand of Arendal, a medical doctor, and three nurses: 

Miss B. Dalsmo of Oslo, Miss B. Bolstad of Vestfossen, and Miss M. Krekvik of Molde. 
Accompanying them were Mr. Sigmund Vatevik of Greaker and Mr. Lars Hansen of Oslo 
who will serve as general administrative and supply officers. 


The Danish team which went on August 9 consisted of: Dr. Jorgen Andersen, a physician 
of Copenhagen, Miss Bodil Margrethe Hald, Miss Aase Gjesing, and Miss Lotte Larsen, 
all nurses, and relief workers Mr. Carl Christensen and Mr. Jérgen Hulstr¢gm. Miss 
Larsen is from Falster, Denmark; the others are from Copenhagen. 


All three groups are employed by the Christian Council of, Nigeria but seconded to 
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). They were recruited by the 
WCC's secretary for teams, personnel and fraternal workers with full co-operation 
from the service agencies of the member churches. 


As negotiations continue for agreement on a neutral landing strip to. be used by 
planes taking supplies to famine~stricken Biafra, the member churches of the WCC 
are stockpiling food and medicines at nearby points. 


Three ships transporting 1,400 tons of stockfish, 12 tons of milk powder and baby 
food, 50 tons of clothing, 14 tons of medical equipment and other relief supplies 
contributed by churches in Norway, Denmark, Sweden and Holland have gone to the 
island of Fernando Po. 


Since the beginning of August more than 60 tons of supplies have been moved from 
Fernando Po into Biafra. This included at least 17,000 kilos of WCC-supplied stock- 
fish. The rest of the supplies are being held in Red Cross warehouses. One or two 
additional ships will transport another 1,400 tons of stockfish from Norway as soon 
as the stocks begin to flow into Enugu and Calabar. 


The German churches have flown a large amount of material aid to Biafra via planes 
chartered in Lisbon. 


Large quantities of medical supplies, valued at $340,000 have gone to the Christian 
Council of Nigeria in Lagos from Church World Service/Lutheran World ‘Relief in the 
U.S. and from German churches. The Swiss Protestant Relief Agency sent eight tons 
of powdered milk. 


Latest shipment for Lagos was a planeload of medical relief supplies sent on August 
20. Donated by Christian Aid in Great Britain and the German churches, a complete 
stock of medical supplies and equipment was flown in on a plane chartered by Danish 
Inter-church Aid. The material is for use by the WCC-sponsored teams working with . 
the Christian Council of Nigeria. 


(more) sf 
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Cash Donations Sought 


Cash contributions made by WCC member churches now stand at $744,524. At the 
Fourth Assembly in Uppsala last month the Division of Inter-church Aid was 
authorized to appeal for $3 million in cash to expand and intensify the relief 
services to war victims initiated in 1967. Two earlier appeals totalling $800,000 
had proved insufficient to meet the need. 


Funds paid out by the division total $358,121, including $192,140 for relief supplies 
and charter flights, $37,715 to the Red Cross for supplies, $60,000 to the Christian 
Council of Nigeria, and $56,400 to the Christian Social Action Department for Biafra. 


In Athens the week of August 18-25 has been declared "Week of Compassion for Biafra" 
by Archbishop Hieronymos of Athens and all Greece. An encyclical letter will be 
read in all churches on Sunday. Money and material aid will be collected during 

the week and forwarded to Biafra by the end of August. 


Teams Report Needs 


Reports received in Geneva from personnel working in the field indicate that the 
first medical team sent to Lagos, under the direction of Dr. Holger Wricke, has 
ministered to 1,000 people in the region around Ikot Ekpene. Chief need there is 
large quantities of food and provision for rapid distribution. , 


The death rate among children is high, with an estimated 30-40% expected to die 
from malnutrition. 


Refugees in Biafra are being ministered to at a number of "sick bays". Some of the 
food and medicaments provided through the WCC and related agencies were used to get 
these started. More food and medicines are urgently needed. 


The Refugee Relief Committee in Biafra is giving priority to the employment of indi- 
genous relief personnel and has asked for funds to facilitate this, as well as to 
transport relief supplies once the ICRC “air bridge" materializes. 

EPS, Geneva 


OFFICIAL DENIES CATHOLIC OBSERVERS 
TOOK COMMUNION AT UPPSALA 


(Rome) - Replying to reports in the press that Roman Catholic delegated observers 
to the WCC Fourth Assembly had taken communion at a Swedish Lutheran High Mass, 
Bishop J.G.M. Willebrands, secretary of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity, who was at the Assembly the entire time, has stated: 


"At no time did the Catholic delegated observers receive communion at a Eucharistic 
service celebrated by a minister who was not Roman Catholic. A few Roman Catholics, 
present at the Assembly in other capacities, did so receive Communion, but their 
action indeed caused surprise to both the delegated observers and some of the 
Assembly delegates. 


"The delegated observers privately and publicly explained the present discipline of 
the church and expressed the hope that such exceptional actions by Catholics against 
\ present discipline would not prejudice that serious study of the complex question 
-which is now being given by theologians and authorities not only of the Roman 


Catholic Church but also of many member churches of the World Council." 


EPS, Geneva 
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FAITH AND ORDER WORKING GROUP 
WELCOMES WOMAN, ROMAN CATHOLIC 


(Sigtuna, Sweden) - The presence of a woman and of a Roman Catholic priest at the 
Working Committee of the WCC Faith and Order Commission made the annual meeting held 
here July 21-24 more diversified than ever before. The woman, Miss Christian Howard 
(Church of England), and the priest, Dom Emmanuel Lanne 0.S.B. (Rome), were among 
the new members of the Working Committee chosen from the 135 Commissioners elected 
by the Fourth Assembly at Uppsala. 


Other new members include Bishop Lesslie Newbigin (South India), Bishop Michael 
Mudjugin (USSR), Prof. Hans-Heinrich Wolf (Germany) and a second Roman Catholic, 
Prof. Jorge Medina (Chile). 


The meeting, chaired by Prof. J. Robert Nelson (Boston, Massachusetts), began with 
an extensive evaluation of the Uppsala results. The Faith and Order Committee of 
the Assembly had asked the Faith and Order Commission to continue studying the unity 
of the Church, but within the wider context of the unity of mankind and creation. 
Topics to be taken up are in the Section I report from Uppsala, as well as the unity 
statement of New Delhi 1961. The phrases “in all places" and “in all ages" need to 
be more clearly defined. This directive will necessitate further co-operation with 
other WCC departments, and will engage social scientists as well as theologians. 


The Working Committee considered all studies which have been, or will be, taken up 
since the Commission met at Bristol, England, a year ago. Plans for studies on 
ordination, the Council of Chalcedon, and the authority of Scripture were approved. 


Careful attention was given to the topic of the Christian understanding of man, which 
will become a major WCC study emphasis in the future. A first draft of the study | 
"Man in Nature and History" was discussed, and an outline for another study, “Authority 
and Freedom", was accepted. 


The pastoral concerns of Faith and Order were evident in discussions on the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity and on Inter-communion. In regard to church union negotia- 
tions, the secretariat was directed to continue to serve as a clearing house for 
information, and to plan a second consultation to be held in 1970. 


The election of nine Roman Catholic theologians to the Faith and Order Commission 
means that in the future Roman Catholics will be involved in all studies. However, 
this does not eliminate the possibility of bilateral studies between Faith and Order 
and the Roman Catholic Church. 


The next meeting of the entire Faith and Order Commission will take place in 1971. 
EPS, Geneva 


BOSSEY CONFERENCE DRAWS 
CHURCHMEN FROM OUTSIDE WCC 


(Geneva) - Forty pastors, theologians and laymen took part in the third in a series 
of conferences sponsored by the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey near here and devoted 
to discussion with members of churches not belonging to the WCC. Present were both 
Conservative Evangelicals and Pentecostalists. 


During frank discussions on the theme of the conference - "What do the Holy Scriptures 
say about Christian responsibility in and for the world?" - some evangelicals expressed 
the fear that involvement of the churches in political and social questions would 
diminish the imperative of evangelism. But Australian evangelist Dr. Alan Walker 
felt evangelization itself involved Christians in social and political realities. 


EPS. Ceneva 5 
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BIRTH CONTROL ENCYCLICAL 
PROVOKES HEATED DEBATE } 


(Geneva) - Pope Paul's encyclical Humanae Vitae, released on July 29, continues 
to arouse so much comment that it is impossible to give more than a few samples. 
mks! 


Two reactions from World Council officials, while issued:immediately after publica- 
tion of the encyclical, are repyeduce? here for those who may not have seen them 
in the public press. 


be Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, stated: 


"It is disappointing that the initiative taken in 1964 to re-examine the traditional 

, Roman Catholic position on family planning and birth control seems.with the encyclical 
Humanae Vitae to have ended approximately where it began despite such a long and 
careful study. 


"Some member churches of the WCC, particularly some of the Orthodox theologians, 
take a position very close to that expressed by Pope Paul. . It is, however, a.dis- 
appointment to many Christians in all the member churches, as well as to many Roman 
Catholics, that no early breakthrough to a solution to this problem of conscience 
can be envisioned. 


"My personal reaction to the encyclical is that the distinction between artificial 
and natural means of birth control must be more thoroughly examined. It also 
appears that the Roman Catholic position as now stated depends too much upon an old 
conception of natural law to be persuasive to 20th-century man." 


‘Dr. Richard M. Fagley, executive secretary of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs and an authority on demography, stated: "While the encyclical, 
restating a conservative position on procreation and family planning, seems to 
constitute a setback on the road to a broader and more significant Christian con- 
sensus on the meaning of marriage and responsible parenthood, the result may be 
otherwise. ©The document may accelerate the dialogue and the aggiornamento reflected 
and foreshadowed in the Vatican Council's Pastoral Constitution on the Church in 

the Modern World, and thus» in the end help to bring about the necessary updating 

and: renewal, on the basis of the relevant biblical insights. 


"The position defended in the encyclical depends not upon biblical revelation 
primarily, but upon the concept of natural law, the law of reason, which by defini- 
tion can be: discerned by reasonable’ men. The fact is, however, that most scholars 
in this» field, including a substantial number of ‘Roman Catholic scholars, do not 
find convincing the old arguments for insisting on a procreative form, if not intent, 
for each marital act. Indeed two papal commissions on the subject were reported 

to have been divided in their advice to the Pope. Thus, as in other major Christian 
traditions, the burden»of decision in regard to responsible parenthood rests with 
husbands and wives. As was said in the Pastoral Constitution, 'The parents them- 
selves should ultimately make this judgment in the sight of God". 


"Since millions of couples find family planning by mutually acceptable scientific 
means to be a conscientious duty under given conditions, the encyclical's injunc- 
tion to public gay, if applied, would infringe basic principles of religious 
freedom and human rights." 


(more) 
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Support for Pope's Encyclical 


Among those commending the encyclical were the following: 


The Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, Athenagoras I, said: "I am in complete 
agreement with Pope Paul VI. He could not have said otherwise. He is the custodian 
of the Gospel and wants to safeguard the moral law, the interests and existence of 
the family and the nations". 


The British Weekly, independent Protestant paper published in London, said editorially 
that the encyclical reflects an unpopular search for truth rather than popular support 
for Christian unity. The editor, Denis Duncan, noted that "the popular way clearly 
lay in approval of responsible contraception. Pope Paul would have been hailed and 
universally remembered for his liberal attitudes. In fact, he chose the unpopularity 
of following where his conscience directed in the search for truth....The search for 
unity...must be based on the search for truth. Unity is not the mutual sacrifice 

of fundamental principles, but the search for the new truth to which both can be 
committed". 


The Roman Catholic Primate of Poland, Stefan Cardinal Wysynski, said that he had 
received the Pope's "wonderful" encyclical on birth control "with relief...conscious 
that the church cannot teach in any different manner". At the same time, Communist 
authorities announced plans for the first production of a contraceptive pill in 
Poland. 


The Archbishop of New York, Terence J. Cooke, asked Roman Catholics under his care 

to "receive faithfully" the encyclical. "It is evident that our Holy Father's 
decision was reached neither hastily nor without deep compassion for people and their 
problems", said a letter to the churches. 


Opposition to Encyclical 


Opposition was expressed by the following: 


The Lambeth Conference of Anglican bishops meeting in London, in a 500-word state- 
ment adopted after two days of debate, expressed appreciation for the Pontiff's 
"deep concern for the institution of marriage and the integrity of married life. 
Nevertheless, the conference finds itself unable to agree that all methods of con= 
ception control other than abstinence from sexual intercourse or its confinement to 
the periods of infecundity are contrary to the ‘order established by God'". 


The conference reaffirmed a major document on sexuality and family life approved 

by the 1958 Lambeth Conference, which held "the responsibility for deciding upon 
the number and frequency of children has been laid by God upon the consciences 

of parents; that this planning, in such ways as are mtually acceptable to husband 
and wife in Christian conscience, is a right and important factor in Christian 
family life and should be the result of positive choice before God". 


The British Methodist Church said it was convinced that "the foundation of the theo- 
logical argument is dubious". 


In the U.S. it was reported that 470 Roman Catholic theologians signed a declaration 


expressing the right of Catholic couples to form their own consciences on birth 
control. 


A declaration read from the pulpits of Roman Catholic churches in the Netherlands 


claimed the encyclical must be given very serious consideration,: but that in the 


case of responsible parenthood, conscience had the last word. ( ) 
: more 


No. 30 - 22nd August, 1968 7 


In Great Britain, John Cardinal Heenan stated that dissenting Catholics must not 
abstain from "the sacraments" which include the Eucharist. 


A mediating position was taken by the Jesuit weekly America, published in New York, 
which held that the tension in the church over the encyclical can be resolved 
provided the issue is not "falsified by oversimplification". 


"The worst possible way for (resolving the tension) would be for dissenters to 

leave the church, abandoning...their responsibility to participate in the develop- 
ment of the church's doctrine. A close second...would be for dissenters to be forced 
out." 


The church should be influenced, says America, "not to terminate discussion within 
the church on the legitimacy in some circumstances of artificial birth regulation. 
The Pope himself made it clear...that he did not intend to make an irreformable 
statement. What is reformable is discussable". 

EPS, Geneva 


WCC REPRESENTATIVES TO SEE 
EMPEROR SELASSIE ON NIGERIA 


(Geneva) - A two-man delegation from the World Council of Churches was scheduled 
to arrive this week in Addis Ababa to confer with Emperor Haile Selassie, who is 
presiding over negotiations seeking to end the Nigeria conflict. 


Canon Burgess Carr, co-secretary for Africa of the WCC's Division of Inter-church 
Aid, Refugee and World Service, and Mr. Samuel Amissah, general secretary of the 

All Africa Conference of Churches, had been asked by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC 
general secretary, to convey to Emperor Selassie the Council's great concern over 
the "desperate problem of human suffering in all the affected areas". 


Earlier, at the direction of the Uppsala Assembly, a delegation of three persons 
had flown to Niamey, Republic of Niger, where members of the Organization of African 
Unity had been seeking a solution to the Nigerian civil war. 


Father Paul Verghese, Mr. Amissah and Canon Carr conferred there with President Hamani 
Diori of Niger, President Tubman of Liberia, and Mr. Dialo Telli, secretary general 

of the OAU. They conveyed the Uppsala Assembly's concern that ways be found so 

that relief supplies could be taken to all stricken areas to meet the most pressing 
needs. 


At that time Mr. Telli assured the church representatives that the services of his 
office would be available in negotiating with the parties concerned for carrying 


out the churches’ relief operations. 
EPS, Geneva 


PONT LIBEL CASE SETTLED 


(Johannesburg) - The lengthy libel case involving Prof. A.D. Pont of Pretoria Uni- 
versity was finally settled in Johannesburg Supreme Court when he agreed to pay the 
two men he had libelled a monthly sum for the rest of his life or until the plaintiffs 
decide to have the payments discontinued. A small amount of Prof. Pont's insurance 
and some loan income also was designated for the plaintiffs. In 1967, Prof. Pont 
was tried and convicted on charges of defaming Prof. A.S. Geyser and the Rev. C.F. 
Beyers Naude, director of the Christian Institute of South Africa (EPS No. 7, 1967). 
EPS, Geneva 
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CALL TO AID LATINS OPENS EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 


(Bogota) - Giacomo Cardinal Lercaro, Pope Paul's legate, opened the International 
Eucharistic Congress here with a call to aid Latin America's underprivileged 
classes. 


Speaking to about 400,000 massed pilgrims on a mountain-ringed plateau outside the 
Colombian capital on August 18, Cardinal Lercaro demanded action against "individual 
greed and collective egoisms, the awakening of consciences against injustices and 
better distribution of essential goods". 


His plea for social justice in Latin America and elsewhere echoed Pope Paul's demand 
to relieve inequality in his encyclical on Development of Peoples. 


Pope Paul arrives this week to attend the closing days of the congress. 
EPS, Geneva 


CARDINAL REINSTATES CHILEAN PRIESTS 


(Santiago, Chile) - Raul Cardinal Silva Henriquez, Archbishop of Santiago, has re- 
instated nine priests suspended after participating with more than 200 other persons 
in a demonstration at the Cathedral of Santiago. 


The priests have written to the cardinal promising to obey church authorities in 
the future. 


They had been part of a group which seized the cathedral on August 10 and held it 
for some 14 hours to protest the money being spent on preparations for the Euchari- 
stic Congress. 

EPS, Geneva 


WORLD STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 
ELECTS NEW LEADERSHIP 


(Otaniemi, Finland) - Dr. Richard Shaull, 48, professor of ecumenics at Princeton 
(New Jersey) Theological Seminary, was named chairman of the World Student Christian 
Federation by the federation's general committee meeting here. 


The Rev. Risto Lehtonen, 42, of Finland, former North American secretary for the 
organization, was elected by an overwhelming majority as general secretary, the 
top administrative post. | 


Opposing Dr. Shaull was Dr. S.L. Parmar, an economist from India. Final vote stood 
at 71 to 61 with three abstentions. The close margin indicated that many delegates 
from Asia and Africa felt that strong American-European influence in the federation 
should be counter-balanced by an Asian chairman. Dr. Parmar was subsequently elected 
a member of the Executive Committee. 


Dr. Shaull's supporters saw his 20 years of experience in Colombia and Brazil, plus 
his radical political orientation, as enabling him to understand the needs of the 
entire "Third World". He was formerly on the faculty at Campinas Seminary and vice- 
rector of MacKenzie University in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 


Mr. Lehtonen, the new general secretary, is a clergyman of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Finland. Former general secretary of the Finnish Student Christian 
Movement, he has been the WSCF's North American secretary since 1963. 


(more) 
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Representatives of Biafra asked that their section of the Student Christian Move- 
ment be accepted as a member of the WSCF. The Nigerian movement is an affiliate. 


The general committee voted 74 to 9, with 23 abstentions, to seat two Nigerians 
and one Biafran all "representing the movement which affiliated as the SCM of 
Nigeria in...1953". Mr. Ude, the Biafran designated, immediately declined the 
status and was seated as an observer. In other action involving membership, the 
WSCF welcomed five national student Christian movements as full members and seven 
as associate members. . 


Those accepted as full members are in the Ivory Coast, Madagascar, Thailand, Mexico 
and Uruguay. The movement in Congo-Kinshasa was approved for this category when it 
has met all the requirements. 


New associate members are in Bolivia, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Peru, 

and Southern Africa. The Armenian Orthodox Student Association of the Catholicate 
of Cilicia, Lebanon and the Orthodox Youth Movement of the Church of Antioch, Syria, 
also were accepted as associate members, the first movements in the Middle East 
formally related to the WSCF. 


The meeting adopted constitutional amendments which provide for a larger, more 
powerful and more representative Executive Committee, with a maximum of 22 members. 
This body will meet annually during the four years between general assemblies, thus 
giving the federation more flexibility to respond quickly to new developments in 
the university world. The newly elected Executive Committee is made up of four 
members each from Asia, Africa, and Latin America, three each from North America 
and Europe, and two from the Middle East. 

EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN BISHOPS AT LAMBETH 
CALL FOR PEACE IN NIGERIA 


(London) - The 460 Anglican bishops attending the month-long Lambeth Conference here 
agreed unanimously to a resolution calling on all governments to work effectively 
towards peace and reconciliation in the Nigerian civil war and to refrain from any 
action which would prolong the conflict. 


The wording was the same as that adopted at the WCC's Fourth Assembly in Uppsala 

last month (EPS No. 28). Although on that occasion representatives from both sides 
put forward their views, the six bishops from Biafra and the five bishops from Nigeria 
who were at Lambeth remained silent. 


The conference said it was "deeply distressed" by the Nigerian conflict and declared: 
"We welcome any agreement between the belligerent parties to provide channels for 
the supply of food, medicine and clothing to those in need". 


In addition the conference passed a motion in support of the Anglican Centre in ea 
Rome which the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, opened during his visit 
to Pope Paul in 1966. 


Action on such questions as inter-communion with churches negotiating union, the 
ordination of women, and the future of the Anglican communion is scheduled for this 
week. Three sections of the conference have discussed Renewal of the Church in Faith, 


Renewal of the Church in Ministry, and Renewal of the Church in Unity. 


In their deliberations the bishops have been joined by 50 observers from Eastern Ortho- 
dox, Protestant and the Roman Catholic Churches. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake and Dr. 
Lukas Vischer represented the WCC. EPS, Geneva 
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MEMBER CHURCHES PRESS GOVERNMENTS 
TO ACT ON NIGERIA RELIEF 


(Sydney/New York/Munich) - Protestant church leaders in Australia, the United States 
and Germany have urged their governments to help get food and medical supplies to 
an estimated four million people starving in Nigeria/Biafra. 


Their action followed receipt of an urgent communiqué from WCC General Secretary Dr. 
Eugene Carson Blake sent on August 9 to all 235 member churches, asking them to 
request their governments to "use diplomatic pressure on both belligerents to open 
up adequate channels of relief for the immediate use of the voluntary agencies 
which have stockpiled nearby large amounts of desperately needed supplies". 


The Australian churchmen sent telegrams to the Prime Minister, Mr. Gorton; the 
Minister for External Affairs, Mr. Haslcuk;: and the Leader of the Opposition, 
Mr. Whitlam. 


They asked the Government to intervene with participants in the peace talks at Addis 
Ababa in order to have the relief of starving peoples given priority —- even before 
a ceasefire and conditions for peace are worked out. 


Signing the telegrams were the Rt. Rev. Norman Faichney, moderator general of the 
Presbyterian Church and president of the Australian Council of Churches; the Rev. 
C.F. Gribble, president of the Methodist Church; and Bishop Cecil Warren of Can- 
berra on behalf of the Anglican Primate'’s Commission on International Affairs. 


In New York Dr. John Coventry Smith, moderator of the General Assembly of the United 
Presbyterian Church and general secretary of the church's Commission on Ecumenical 
Mission and Relations, and William P. Thompson, stated clerk, in a telegram to 
President Johnson urged as “top priority" American intercession in the United Nations, 
the Organization of African Unity, and "in every other possible way". 


Dr. Smith also cabled Haile Selassie, Emperor of Ethiopia, asking "that the first 
agenda item remain the relief of starving people in all areas under the control of 
either belligerent". 


The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany had already (on August 2) petitioned 
the Federal Government in Bonn to continue to use its influence with the Central 
Government in Lagos "so that supplies may be guaranteed to the people in the areas 
occupied by Nigerian troops". 

EPS, Geneva 


MALAWI HOSPITAL IS SCENE 
OF ECUMENICAL CO-OPERATION 


(Toronto) - The Board of World Mission of the United Church of Canada has appointed 
a Canadian dentist to work in a Roman Catholic hospital in Malawi, Central Africa. 


Dr. and Mrs. D.E. Phillips, who are members of the United Church of Canada in Sas- 

katchewan, will be seconded with salary to St. John's Hospital in Mzuzu, which is’ 

operated by the Missionary Sisters of Mary with their mother-house in Ireland. The 
bishop of the Central African diocese comes from Quebec. 


Dr. Phillips will be in charge of the dental clinic in the hospital and inaugurate 
a prophylactic programme in the rural areas. He will work with local congregations 
belonging to either Roman Catholic Church or Church of Central Africa, Presbyterian. | 


EPS, Geneva 


.— 
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WORLD BAPTIST BODY TO STUDY 
RELATIONS WITH OTHER CHRISTIANS 


(Monrovia, Liberia) - The Baptist World Alliance's executive committee appointed 
a commission to examine Baptist relations with other Christians. 


James Leo Garrett, professor at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, 
Kentucky (USA), was named chairman with Rudolf Thaut of Hamburg, Germany as co- 
chairman. 


Members| include David S. Russell, London, general secretary of the Baptist Union 
of Great Britain and Ireland; Robert G. Torbet, American Baptist Convention; 
Emanuel A. Dahunsi, Nigeria; Brooks Hays, Southern Baptist Convention, USA; and 
Mervin Himberry, Australia. 


Other BWA commissions deal with doctrine, Christian teaching and training, missions 
and. evangelism, and religious liberty and human rights. 


In other action the World Baptist leaders adopted a statement saying that world 

peace must be based on justice and righteousness. They also urged greater financial 

support and more direct aid through surplus food supplies for impoverished nations. 
EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The National Christian Council of Kenya has welcomed the news that the University 
College of Nairobi intends to open a Religious Study Department this September as 
a result of a comprehensive survey by the Rt. Rev. Stephen Neill early this year. 


* * * 


There were 9,226,623 Lutherans in North America at the end of 1967 - 56,325 more 
than the previous year, according to the Lutheran Council in the USA. Of the 
baptized children and adults counted, 8.9 million were in the U.S., 304,685 in Canada. 


* * * 


The World Alliance of Reformed Churches has admitted its 110th member. It is the 
United Church of Northern Madagascar, formed August 17 by the union of the Evangelical 
Church of Madagascar, the Church of Christ, and the Friends Church. Membership of 

the new church is about 700,000. 


* * * 


The Rev. Dr. Roy Nichols, pastor of the Salem Methodist Church in New York City, 

was elected a bishop of the United Methodist Church by the Northeastern Jurisdictional 
Conference and assigned to the Pittsburgh Area. He had been elected a member of the 
WCC Central Committee at. the Uppsala Assembly (EPS No. 28), one of three U.S. Negroes 
nominated from the floor to strengthen the representation of black Americans on 

the committee. 


(more) 
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IN BRIEF (continued) 


The National Christian Council of India has set up an office in New Delhi to 
establish closer liaison between government officials and members of Parliament 
on the one hand, and NCCI representatives on the other. Mr. E.H.K. Sen, retired 
deputy secretary to the Government's Ministry of Law, will direct the office. 


* & * 


Christians and Marxists found "broad areas of agreement" in their "basic concern 
for the welfare of man" during the first formal dialogue between representatives 
of the Australian Council of Churches and the Communist Party of Australia. 


* * * 


Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation at Kitwe, Zambia will mark its tenth anniversary 

with a special celebration on September 28 at which the nation's president, Kenneth 
Kaunda, will make the major address. His wife, a graduate of Mindolo's Women's 
Training Centre, will accompany him. On this occasion a bronze work of art will 

be unveiled in memory of the late Dr. Z.K. Matthews, Ambassador for Botswana to 

the U.S. and permanent representative to the UN, who had visited Mindolo many times 
while Africa secretary for the WCC. 


* * * 


WCC LEADER CABLES EAST EUROPEAN 
CHURCHES ON CZECHOSLOVAK CRISIS 


(Geneva) - Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, responded to the Czechoslovak crisis by requesting an assessment of 

the Czech situation from WCC member churches in the USSR, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
the German Democratic Republic (East Germany), Poland and Bulgaria. 


In a cable sent on August 22, he particularly called on these churches to make 
known their own positions on the Czech developments. 


The cable read as follows: 


PLEASE ADVISE PROMPTLY ATTITUDE OR POSITION OF YOUR CHURCH ON RECENT 
EVENTS IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA. CCIA SENDING TO ITS COMMISSIONERS. AND 
NATIONAL COMMISSIONS QUOTATIONS FROM PAST STATEMENTS ISSUED BY CHURCHES 
TOGETHER RELEVANT TO PRESENT SITUATION. UNTIL THINGS BECOME CLEARER 

I AM NOT PROPOSING ANY NEW STATEMENT FROM WCC OFFICERS 


EUGENE CARSON BLAKE 


The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs is the arm of the WCC 
which prepares statements on world affairs on behalf of the Council. 


Of the 235 member churches in the World Council, six are located in Czechoslovakia, 


six are in the USSR, three in Hungary, 11 in East Germany, three in Poland and one 


in Bulgaria. EPS, Geneva 


CORRECTION: The United Evangelical Church in Poland, with which the Church of Christ 
officially united in 1953, has issued a statement denying that the Rev. Henryk 
Ciszek, Mrs. Zofia Namiuk and the Rev. Boleslaw Davidow, sentenced to prison terms 


as reported in EPS No. 20 (June 6), were working on behalf of the United Evangelical 
Church. 


{ 


\ 
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Special Report 


STATEMENT ON NIGERIAN RELIEF -BY 
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS, 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, CARITAS INTERNATIONALIS 
AND UN CHILDREN'S FUND 


Ambassador A. Lindt, commissioner-general of the International Committee of the 

Red Cross. for Relief Operations in West Africa, and Mr. Henry R. Labouisse, executive 
“director of the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) returned to Geneva the week 
_of August 16 after visits to Nigeria. Mr. Lindt had visited Lagos and the areas 
under Biafran control. Mr. Labouisse had visited Lagos and the war-affected areas 
under Federal control. Following their return the Commissioner-General had meetings 
with national Red Cross Societies, with Msgr. Carlo Bayer, secretary-general of 
Caritas Internationalis, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of, the World 
Council of Churches, Mr. Labouisse, and. other voluntary agencies which are, contribut- 
ing substantially to the relief effort. 


The Commissioner~General stressed the needs in the territories under Federal control 
because these have tended to be neglected in public discussion.. One million people 
are now in need in these territories, and the number is growing. He referred 
especially to the areas around Enugu and Calabar, where the ICRC has teams working, 
some of which have been seconded to the ICRC by the World Council of Churches, the 
Save the Children Fund, and other voluntary agencies. 


The International Committee of the Red Cross is establishing depots at Enugu, where 
it is planned to hold a revolving stock of 1,700 tons of relief supplies, and at 
Calabar where it is planned to hold 1,000 tons of relief supplies, Nearly the whole 
tonnage has been despatched to Enugu by truck, train and plane, and 690 tons have 
just been despatched to Calabar by boat to supplement what had been sent before by 
plane. These stocks will be used for relief around Enugu and Calabar, and iia sen erigatS 
in Biafran controlled areas, and replenished continually. 


Mr. Labouisse visited Calabar and the surrounding area where some 200,000 people 
south of Ikot Ekpene are in a particularly deplorable condition, because of the 
concentration of destitute displaced persons, and the collapse of transportation of 
supplies. 


Mr. Lindt's assessment after his visit to Biafran-controlled areas agrees with the 
information reaching all the agencies that malnutrition among children and mothers 
is very serious. In the refugee camps there are between half and three quarters of 
a million people. Some of these camps are lacking in almost all foodstuffs. 


In the villages there are sometimes fresh yams and cassava roots available, but the 
refugees have no money to buy them. There is, in any case, a lack of protein foods, 
giving rise to kwashiorkor. Therefore, the young children are suffering most 
severely, and malnutrition is increasing in geometrical progression. The ICRC 
estimates that there are between two and three million non-combattants in need in 
the area under Biafran control, and the number is increasing each month. On both 
Sides of the line, many young children are dying of hunger each day. 


Catholic and Protestant churches and non-denominational agencies have substantial 
numbers of people on both sides who are giving medical care and organizing food 
distribution. They have made available more than 10,000 tons of foodstuffs, drugs 


(more) 
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and clothing. This includes a contribution of more than 3,000 tons of stockfish, a 
highly concentrated form of protein which is most appreciated in the war-affected 
region, and some thousands of cases of special baby foods. The churches are planning 
to increase greatly the supply of foodstuffs. The service agencies of the Catholic, 
Protestant and Orthodox churches have delivered over 700 tons of food and medical 
supplies into Biafran-held territory. 


UNICEF has sent drugs and vitamins and some milk hy air, but has mainly been con- 
cerned with getting shipped a sufficient quantity of children's foodstuffs and 
transport for distribution as soon as the solution of logistical and political problems 
will permit....Since both sides have accepted the ICRC as the co-ordinating agency 

for relief, it has been concentrating on transport and communications and the organi- 
zation of distribution of medical and food relief, much of which has been sent by 
nearly all national Red Cross societies in addition to the church groups and UNICEF. 


Air delivery to the Biafran-controlled area has become quite irregular because of 
anti-aircraft fire. The ICRC is trying to obtain agreement for a neutral airstrip 
under ICRC control in the Biafran controlled area, and an air corridor along which 
daylight flights would be permitted. All the agencies concurred with Mr. Lindt that 
it is important to make arrangements that would allow substantial aid to be brought 
in, rather than token quantities. From a logistical point of view, land and water 
corridors would be the best solution, but until there is a specific agreement 
establishing them, an air corridor for daylight flights could make within a short 
time a substantial contribution, and cope with the most urgent needs. 


While such arrangements are under negotiation, Mr. Lindt stresses that maximum aid 
should be brought into the territories under Federal control, in which as mentioned 
above, are several hundred thousand displaced persons in dire need. Also a buffer 
stock calculated to meet one month's requirement for relief distribution needs to be 
built up in Lagos and other points, for drawing on to meet needs in any part of the 
country. 


Mr. Lindt considers that the ICRC faces the gravest emergency with which it has had 
to deal since World War II. Precise numbers could not be known, but it is an 
emergency concerning not hundreds of thousands, but millions of people. 


The agencies have recognized the co-ordinating role of the ICRC, and each has . 
endeavoured to make a worthwhile contribution. Mr. Lindt has invited the agencies 
to collaborate in a joint forward-planning of the commodities and personnel required. — 
The agencies welcome the opportunity to participate in this plan, and to fit their | 
contributions into that framework. It was also agreed that supplies in the field 
should be interchangeable and, irrespective of the donor, they would be directed : 
under a general plan co-ordinated by the International Red Cross to the channels 

most capable of distribution in any particular sector. Mr. Lindt said that the 

ICRC had already chartered four DC.4 planes, and a much larger number of aircraft 

will be needed if an air corridor is agreed upon. 


indicated that more support will also be indispensable from the governments of 


| 
| 
| 
It was agreed that greater voluntary efforts will be needed, but the scale of relief 
countries able to supply airlift and transport facilities and foodstuffs. 
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CCIA DIRECTOR CITES PREV .OUS WCC 
ACTIONS RELEVANT TO CZECH CRISIS 


The following memorandum was sent to members of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs and to national commissions by Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, commission 
director, and was subsequently released to the press: 


The reported military action in Czechoslovakia by the Soviet Union, Bulgaria, Poland, 
Hungary and East Germany creates a tragic situation for the people of Czechoslovakia 
and constitutes a threat to world peace and goodwill. At this initial stage it may be 
helpful to remind ourselves of statements relevant to the present situation which the 
WCC has issued on previous occasions. I send these to you after consultation with the 
General Secretary of the WCC and CCIA colleagues. 


1. "Each nation should recognize the rights of every other nation which observes 

such standards (the inherent dignity, worth and essential rights of the human person) 
to live by and proclaim its own political and social beliefs provided that it does not 
seek by coercion, threat, infiltration or deception to impose these on other nations". 


(Report on "Christians in the Struggle for World Community", 
Second WCC Assembly, Evanston) 


2. The Assembly at New Delhi in a statement on religious liberty confirmed "freedom 
to participate in choosing the desired form of government and in freely electing 
officials". 


3. "All nations have a duty to secure for their citizens the right to criticize or 
approve as conscience dictates. Moreover, fear and suspicion cannot be replaced by 
respect and trust unless powerful nations remove the yoke which now prevents other 
nations and peoples from freely determining their own government and form of society". 


(An appeal from the WCC Evanston Assembly) 


4, "We first of all call upon the nations to pledge that they will refrain from the 
threat or the use of hydrogen, atomic and all other weapons of mass destruction, as 
well as any other means of force against the territorial integrity or political inde- 
pendence of any state". 


(Report on "Christians in the Struggle for World Community", 
Second WCC Assembly, Evanston) 


5. "To turn back from the road towards war into the paths of peace all must renounce 
the threat of force. This calls for an end to the war of nerves, to pressures on 
small countries, to the rattling of bombs. Orderly methods to effect change and to 
settle disputes are essential". 


(An Appeal to All Governments and Peoples, Third WCC Assembly, 
New Delhi) 


6. "We Christians who have often lived in hostility toward one another see how the 
nations in order to avoid wars of inconceivable dimensions seek the way to co-exist- 
ence. This challenges us to creative 'pro existence’ with the welfare of our neigh- 
bour in view". 


(Fourth WCC Assembly, Uppsala, Sweden) 


The study of these and other relevant views expressed by the WCC and the CCIA may 
provide guidelines for action in the present crisis - whether for the churches or 
for governments. 
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WCC OFFICERS CALL FOR REMOVAL 
OF SOVIET TROOPS FROM CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


(Geneva) - Officers of the World Council of Churches have appealed to the Soviet 
Government to remove all troops from Czechoslovakia and to renounce the use of force 
on its allies. 


Sympathy is also expressed with the churches and people of Czechoslovakia, as well 
as support for their "peaceful resistance to the reimposition of spiritual, intel- 
lectual and social controls". 


Signing the statement were the chairman and vice-chairmen of the World Council's 
policy-making Central Committee, Mr. M.M,. Thomas of Bangalore, India, Metropolitan 
Meliton of Chalcedon and Miss Pauline M. Webb of London, as well as Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, WCC general secretary. 


The statement read in full: 


"The Officers of the World Council of Churches, having asked advice from 
member churches in the nations directly involved in the recent military 
intervention in Czechoslovakia, having examined and made available to the 
Security Council of the UN through the Churches’ Commission on International 
Affairs relevant statements made by the churches together in the past 
several assemblies, address this new statement to all member churches and 
request them to make it known to their members and governments. We speak 
not only because of the grave issues of peace, human liberty and dignity at 
stake, but also in response to a plea indirectly forwarded to us from one 

of our member churches in Czechoslovakia. 


"One, we deplore the military intervention into the internal affairs of 
Czechoslovakia, a small allied friendly neighbouring state, by the govern- 
ments of the USSR, Poland, East Germany, Hungary and Bulgaria. 


"Two, we note that the new leadership of the Communist Party of Czechoslo- 
vakia was attempting reform of the party and of the state by legal means, in 
no way unfriendly to its eastern neighbours, and that these reforms aimed 

at enlargement of spiritual and intellectual freedom were and are over- 
whelmingly supported by the people of Czechoslovakia. 


"Three, we fear the effect of this ill-considered action by the USSR and 
its allies, because of its damage to the confidence of peace-loving people 
everywhere, a confidence upon which alone world peace can be established. 


"Four, we appeal to the government of the USSR to reconsider the policy 
which dictated the military intervention, to remove all its troops from 
Czechoslovakia at the earliest possible moment, and to renounce the use 

of force or its threat upon its allies, remembering that the use of military 
force for any purpose by any power, especially a great power, gives excuse 
or reason to other powers to resist such force by force. The assembly of 
the World Council of Churches at New Delhi said: "All must renounce the 
threat of force. This calls for an end to the war of nerves, to pressures 
on small countries....Orderly methods to effect change and to settle dis- 
putes are essential". We make this appeal with some hope, because of re- 
ported new initiatives already undertaken by the Soviet Government. 


(more) 
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"Five, finally we express to the churches and the people of Czechoslovakia 
our concord and sympathy in their ordeal. We support their peaceful resist- 
ance to the reimposition of spiritual, intellectual and social controls 
unacceptable to a brave and courageous nation. We call upon all our churches 
to pray for the people of Czechoslovakia and for their leaders, that by 
courage, wisdom and restraint, peace and freedom may be established with 
justice in their land and throughout the world. 


M.M. Thomas, Chairman, Central Committee 
Eugene Carson Blake, General Secretary 
Meliton (Metropolitan of 
Chalcedon), Vice-Chairman, Central Committee 
Pauline M. Webb, Vice-Chairman, Central Committee 


* * * 


(Geneva) - Dr. Marcel Pradervand, general secretary of the World Alliance of Re- 
formed Churches headquartered here has expressed wholehearted support for this 
tat t and ly 

ed a PSE ARP SP EPS, Geneva 


CZECH CHURCHES ASK PRAYERS 
OF FELLOW CHRISTIANS 


(Geneva) - A request from a Czechoslovak Protestant Church that Christian churches 


in other parts of the world pray for the Czech people and their churches has been 
received at the headquarters of the World Council of Churches here. 


It was brought out of Czechoslovakia and conveyed to the WCC by Bishop Kurt Scharf, 
Bishop of the Evangelical Church in Berlin-Brandenburg, who was in Prague when 
Soviet troops arrived. 


The request is from the Synodal Council of the Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren, 
one of the larger Protestant communions with approximately 250,000 members. 


With the request was a copy of a letter that the Synodal Council had sent to all its 
congregations. Prepared on the morning of August 21 when troops were already in 
Prague, the letter was mailed to the local churches from a post office outside the 


city. 


In the letter the Synodal Council supports the nation's "struggle for renewal...as 
the continuation of our best national and spiritual traditions". It protests against 
"the infringement of our state sovereignty and against the occupation of our country 
by foreign armies", 


Without suggesting specific actions, the letter says: "We remember today all our 
brethren and sisters in) the world! who have sought a way out of the most difficult 
situations by exercising unarmed resistance". 


The full text of the communiqué from the Czech church follows: 


"To all congregations of the Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren: 
May the grace and peace of God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 


We are writing you this letter during the mid-day hours of the day on which the: | 
sovereignty and freedom of our Republic have been infringed by an attack from outside. 


(more) 
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We are deeply shaken by this attack, and in this difficult time we long to be in 
the closest possible touch with you all in our congregations. We all stated that 
we support our nation's struggle for renewal led by President Ludvik Svoboda, 
Minister-President Oldrych Cernik and the first Secretary of the Czech Communist 
Party Alexander Dubcek. 


We regard this struggle as the continuation of our best national and spiritual 
traditions. In the name of our whole church we protest against the threat to 
this process of renewal, against the infringement of our state sovereignty and 
against the occupation of our country by foreign armies, and we demand that they 
be recalled. 


We do not know what the next few days have in store for us. We share all the suffer- 
ing and hope of our nation at this time. We appeal to you all, brethren and sisters, 
in our congregations to continue loyally in the course that you have hitherto taken 
and to prove yourselves worthy promoters of justice, humanity and freedom. Let 

us pray together for wisdom so that we may know what to do in this time in full 
responsibility. 


We remember today all our brethren and sisters in the world who have sought a way 
out of the most difficult situations by exercising unarmed resistance. Let us pray 
that we Christians may confess the truth of the Gospel and that we may think, speak 
and work in freedom and peace as citizens of our State. 


Let us all be loyal to the experience of our Hussite and Moravian forefathers that 
God's truth must be victorious. 


United with you in faith, in love and in hope, 


Synodal Council of the Evangelical Church of 
Czech Brethren. 


On the morning of August 21, when the Soviet tanks were already patrolling the 
streets of Prague, the Prague members of the Synodal Council of the Evangelical 
Church met together in order to draw up this appeal to the congregations. This was 
immediately duplicated and sent everywhere from a post office outside Prague.” 


The Synocal Council of the Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren, which gave this 
appeal to me, urges the Christian churches in the world to support this appeal, and 
to call upon all their local churches and members to make intercession for the Czech 
people and for the churches there. 


Bishop Kurt Scharf, 
23rd August, 1968 


Second Church Heard From 


On August 22 a member of the Church Board of the Czechoslovak Church (the National 
Church) issued in Prague an appeal to Christians all over the world, asking them 
to support the people of Czechoslovakia in their justified desire for justice, 
peace and free development. 


In a telephone conversation with the German Evangelical Press Service, the church 
representative reported that his church had made a public protest against the "un- 
desired occupation" of Czechoslovakia by Soviet troops and had expressed its full 
support of "democratic, free Socialism". The church said it felt deep sympathy with 
the Czech people; with them it fully supported President Svoboda, the Central Com- 
mittee of the Czech Communist Party and Alexander Dubcek. EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIAN BODIES REACT 
TO CZECHOSLOVAK CRISIS 


(Geneva) - Immediately after news of the occupation of Czechoslovakia was flashed 
around the world, many Christian organizations met to consider the implications of 
the action. 


In London, officers of the British Council of Churches expressed solidarity with 
the peoples of Czechoslovakia,, and condemned "unprovoked aggression on the part of 
the Soviet Union and its Warsaw Pact allies". 


A statement signed by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, president 
of the British Council; Dr. Ernest A. Payne, chairman of the Executive Committee; 
and Bishop C. Kenneth Sansbury, general secretary, said in part: 


"We think especially of all our fellow Christians in that country with whom we are 
one in the Body of Christ. Together we are fulfilling many tasks through our 

common participation in the World Council of Churches and other ecumenical bodies. 
Now more than ever, in an atmosphere of fear and renewed suspicion, we feel called 

to work everywhere with our fellow Christians and with all men of good will for 
justice and peace throughout the world. We recognize with respect that in Czechoslo- 
vakia and many other places, Communists too are striving for human dignity. 


"But as in the, past. we have not failed to condemn other nations, including our own, 

when they have violated the rights of men and nations, so now we cannot be silent 

in the face of unprovoked aggression on the part of the Soviet Union and its Warsaw 

Pact allies. We pray that even now a spirit of conciliation will prevail, that even 
now troops will be withdrawn and a political settlement negotiated with the elected 

leaders of the peoples of Czechoslovakia...." 


The West Berlin Regional Committee of the Prague "Christian Peace Conference" sent 
an open letter to Walter Ulbricht, chairman of the State Council of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic, on August 23 insisting on the withdrawal of troops from Czechoslo- 
vakia. The letter asks Ulbricht "to urge the signatories of the Warsaw Pact who 
occupied Czechoslovakia on August 21 to see that the will of the overwhelming 
majority of the Czech people, the Czech Communist Party and the legitimate organs 

of. government are respected, that the troops be withdrawn, and that confidence in 
their fellow Communists in Czechoslovakia is restored. 


The letter refers to the Third All-Christian Peace Conference held last April at 
which the Czechs and Slovaks stressed that in democratizing their country, their 
sole concern was "to extend and improve the socialist way of life". 


The West Berlin Committee points out that for years its members have been opposed to 
"the misuse of power by the West, especially America". What happened in Czechoslo- 
vakia also constitutes a menace to "the joint struggle against America's policy of 
violence" and to "peaceful co-existence between all the states of Europe". 


According to the German Evangelical Press Service (EPD), the Secretariat of the 
Prague Christian Peace Conference had already issued a sharp protest on the 21st 
August against the illegal penetration of Soviet and other East European troops into 
Czechoslovakia. "The illegal occupation of the Czech Socialist Republic is a gross 
infringement of the basic principles of peaceful international co-existence and a 
serious menace to world peace", said the statement. 


(more) 
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Czechoslovakia's Secretariat of State for Religious Affairs, headed by Dr. Erika 
Kadlecova, launched an appeal directly after the entry of the Soviet troops. 
Addressed to the Christians of the country, as well as to other citizens, it urged 
them to support the legal government and co-operate in the struggle against ane 
occupation. The appeal said: 


"Christians cannot be free unless they are free citizens. In the past many things 
have divided us. But now there is far more to unite us firmly. We must all work 
together for freedom and oppose the occupation. Boycott the collaborators! Support 
the legal government, for we all share in the future of the Czech Republic: Long 
live free Czechoslovakia!" 


In Berne the Council of the Federation of Protestant Churches of Switzerland published 
a statement on August 22 signed by Pastor A. Lavanchy, president, and Monsieur W. 
Probst, secretary. 


It read in part: 


"The occupation of Czechoslovakia...has greatly distressed all the members of our 
churches and aroused their just indignation. We protest against the powerful oppres- 
sion of a small people. We state our solidarity with all men who, whether or not 

they are members of the Czech Communist Party, have set out to give full opportunity 
to the dignity of the human person. It is our firm hope that no violent intervention 
will ultimately be able to obstruct the determination of a whole people to be free..." 


In Washington, D.C. (USA) the United Methodist Board of Social Concerns called upon 
Russia and her allies to withdraw from Czechoslovakia and "let the people of that 
brave and courageous nation work out their own form of government ‘and way of life™. 
At the same time the statement asked the U.S. Government and people’ to react’ with 
the "same calmness that Czech leaders urged upon their country". 


Signing the statement were Dr. A. Dudley Ward, the board's general secretary, aa" if 
Bishop Charles Golden of San Francisco, chairman of its peace division. . 


The Anglican bishops attending the Lambeth Conference in London said special prayers 
"for Czechoslovakia in her calamity and for peace in Eastern Europe". And chureh 
leaders in the United Kingdom asked all congregations to offer prayers for porn Ser intl 


vakia on August 25. 
EPS. Geneva 


REFORMED CHURCHES MAY START 
DIALOGUE WITH ROMAN CATHOLICS 


(Geneva), - While the World Alliance of Reformed Churches has deliberately refrained 
from conducting theological talks with the Roman Catholic Church, in deference to 
talks already in progress between the WCC and Rome, this policy may change as a 
result of action taken by the WARC Executive Committee. 


Meeting at Cluj, Romania, earlier this summer, the WARC officers authorized appoint- 
ment of a committee to explore with representatives of the WCC and the Roman Church 
"the elements in the new situation that may make the initiation of Reformed-Roman 
Catholic dialogue wise at this time". 


A variety of bilateral, confessional-Roman Catholic dialogues on an international 
basis have brought new elements into the total ecumenical situation, the WARC body 
decided. 


EPS, Geneva 
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LAMBETH CONFERENCE ACTS 
ON INTER-COMMUNION, WOMEN. 


(London) - A message issued at the final session of the Lambeth Conference of 
Anglican bishops declared that the Church will be renewed only in so far as she 
pursues the role of the Suffering Servant. 


"The test of every penny we spend, of every meeting we attend, and of every service 
we hold is whether it makes it| easier for the world to see the Church in her role as 
servant", said the message. 


Noting that to many persons both inside and outside the Church, "she too often 
appears as a self-centred or inward-looking, sheltered and privileged institution", 
the Conference called on bishops and clergy "to be vigilant against all temptations 
to worldliness and to strive to attain to that simplicity of living and detachment 
from worldly entanglements which is so evident in the life of our Lord". 


Another emphasis of the message was on unity. More attention should be paid to local 
councils of churches, it was said. "All efforts to remedy social injustices, 
national or local, should be done ecumenically". 


"But even this is a poor substitute for a united Church....Renewal demands unity; 
unity cannot come without renewal." 


Specifically, the Lambeth Conference voted in favour of a resolution "noting with 
satisfaction" the report on unity put to the Conference. Efforts by some churchmen 
to avoid a vote on Anglican-Methodist unity in Britain were defeated following a 
speech by Metropolitan Lakdasa de Mel of India who said: "Some members of the Church 
of England have not greatly added to their reputation overseas. They don't prevent 

a discussion by saying there should be no discussion. A little more of this be- 
haviour will mean that Anglicans will get the reputation for double talk. They will 
become utterly disreputable in ecumenical circles". 


On inter-communion, the Conference recommended that "in order to meet special 
pastoral needs", baptized communicant members of other churches may conmunicate 

at Anglican altars and individual Anglican communicants be free to receive the sacra- 
ment in other churches "as conscience dictates". 


Where unity negotiations with some other church or churches are in an advanced state, 
“whether in a covenant to unite or in some other appropriate form", the Anglican 
Church "should be free to allow reciprocal acts of inter-communion under the general 
direction of the bishop". 


It was also held that Anglican churches and provinces should re-examine their rela- 
tionship to the Church of South India, with a view to entering into full communion 
with that church; it was proposed that they enter into full communion with the 
churches of North India, Pakistan and Lanka (Ceylon) upon their inauguration. 


Ordination of Women 


The bishops received a resolution stating that there were no conclusive theological 
reasons for withholding the priesthood from women. But this they rejected. 


Instead they substituted an amendment affirming that there was no conclusive theo- 
logical argument for or against the ordination of women. 


(more) 
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The Conference agreed that every national and regional church or province should 
be asked to study the matter and report their findings to the new Anglican Con- 
sultative Council, which will meet every two years. 


Other resolutions encouraged closer co-operation with other religions, called for 
"vigorous dialogue" both with them and with Marxists and other atheists, endorsed 
action to increase aid for developing countries, and abolished the requirement that 
clergymen must make a "declaration of assent" to the 39 Articles, held to be the 


principal statement of Anglican belief. EPS, Geneva 


NEW ASIAN RELIEF TEAM 
PREPARING FOR VIETNAM 


(Geneva) - A new team of relief workers will be sent into Vietnam by Asian Christian 
Service in mid-September composed entirely of personnel from militarily uncommitted 
nations. 


Four Indians, two Indonesians, one Ceylonese and two residents of Hong Kong are now 
preparing themselves to move into Vietnam. 


During May and June there was a sharp deterioration in conditions of security in 
Saigon. Thus Asian Christian Service, a department of the East Asia Christian 
Conference (EACC), decided to accelerate the implementation of an agreed-upon policy 
whereby all staff from militarily committed countries would be withdrawn. 


At the same time it was decided to begin work among the 600,000 refugees in Laos, 

who are also victims of the Vietnam war. Those withdrawn from Saigon will be offered 
posts there. A survey of needs and opportunities in Laos is now being made and 
negotiations are under way with the churches there. The government has welcomed the 
EACC proposal and suggested areas where the first teams might be sent. 


In addition to indicating its support of the Laotian effort, the WCC's Division 

of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service has given 150,000 Swiss francs 
($35,000) to pay for sanitary equipment and part of a water purification plant being 
shipped to Hanoi by the International Committee of the Red Cross to supplement the 
mobile field hospital it sent in January to which DICARWS contributed $20,000. 


Those now preparing to go to Vietnam for ACS are: 


~ Mr. P.M. Abraham, Indian, formerly with East Pakistan Displaced Persons Programme, 


- Miss S.A. Green, British Roman Catholic recruited in Hong Kong, nursing sister, 
- Mr. H.N. de Lanerolle, Ceylonese, motor engineer, 

- Mr. F.K. Lee, Hong Kong, professional secretary who will be the accountant, 

- Mr. M. Nelson, Indian, medical social worker, 

- Mr. J. Masih, Indian, social worker, 

- Mr. P.K. Pande, Indian, electrician, motor mechanic and builder, 

- Miss Simandjuntak and Miss Surait, Indonesian nursing sisters. 


EPS, Geneva 


COMMON LECTIONARY SEEN AS GOAL 
BY LUTHERAN WORSHIP EXPERTS 


(Geneva) - Hope that Protestants may some day be able to agree upon a common 
lectionary was voiced at a consultation on liturgical reform held here in connec- 
tion with a Lutheran World Federation Commission on Worship and Spiritual Life 
meeting. As a first step the Federation was asked to initiate a study of develop- 
ments in liturgical and lectionary reform on both a confessional and intercon- 
fessional basis. EPS, Geneva 
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U.S. CHURCHMEN GIVE VIETNAM VIEWS 
TO DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM COMMITTEE 


(Washington, D.C.) - Revision of U.S. policy in Vietnam was urgently requested in 
testimony given by spokesmen for American churches who. appeared before the. Demo- 
cratic National Convention's Platform Committee last week. 


Among “those making statements were representatives of the National Council.of 
‘Churches, ‘the United Presbyterian Church, the Friends Committee .on National Legis- 
lation, Clergy and Laymen Concerned about Vietnam, Vietnam Education Project spon- 
sored by the United Methodist Church, and the National Committee for .a-Political 
Settlement in Vietnam, a citizens" group involving many churchmen. 


In speaking for the NCC, Dr. Arthur Flemming, its president, was presenting positions 
similar ‘to’ those expressed earlier before the Platform Committee of the Republican 
Convention in Miami Beach. 


Two spokesmen for the United Presbyterian Church. — the Hon. Leroy, Anderson, member 
of*the House of Representatives from Montana, and Dr. John Coventry, Smith, moderator 
of ‘the’ General Assembly and a president of the World Council of,Churches — also 
made proposals for dealing with the urban crisis, crime, and assistance to) under- 


-developed nations. 
EPS, Geneva 


‘CHURCH WOMEN'S. PRAYER DAY, INTERNATIONALIZED 


(New York) ="An°international committee responsible for planning the World Day of 
Prayer observed by church women in 130 nations was set up when representatives of 
22 national committees met in Sweden last month. 


World Day of Prayer.was,first observed in‘the U.S. 82 years ago. The international 
‘committee is composed of »liaison officers of each of ‘the national commissions plus 
an executive. committee. representing the various regions: Gudrun Diestel (Germany) 
chairman; Mrs. Laura Burnett (Canada);° Mrs. Esther Coker (Sierra Leone); Amal 
Halaby (Lebanon); Mari Imai (Japan); Sylvia Talbot (Guyana). 


To overcome certain limitations, it was voted'to hold the observance on the first 
Friday in March. of each, year, rather than the first Friday in Lent as in the Western 


tradition. EPS, Geneva 


NEW. ZEALAND’ CHRISTIANS ~ 
TO ADOPT VIETNAM ORPHANS 
(Christchurch, N.Z. ) im ‘The New Zealand National Council of Churches and the Roman 


Catholic Society of St. Vincent de Paul have won government approval for a joint 
scheme to bring a small number of Vietnamese orphans to New Zealand for adoption. 


The Rev. Selwyn Dawson, National Council president, said that "we recognize it is a 
fairly depressing thing to take a child away from its own home background, but we 
feel there is a real need to do it-in the circumstances”. 


ea P rT on™ vie 3 @ Lite oe a . . ‘ ° 
The Council's refugee resettlement officer, the Rev. Ron O'Grady, claimed one 
factor influencing the decision was the success of an earlier programme in which 
about 50 Chinese orphans from Hong Kong were integrated into New Zealand society. 


EPS, Geneva 
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POPE ENCOURAGES RENEWAL 
EFFORTS IN LATIN AMERICA 


(Bogota) - Pope Paul VI concluded his first visit to Latin America with an. address 
to the Second Conference of Latin American bishops in which he set forth a three- 
fold direction for their activity. 


The first direction, he said, was the spiritual one. "The world watches us today 
in a particular way with regard to poverty, to simplicity of life, to the degree of 
fidelity we practice in our use of temporal goods", he said. 


Secondly, he called for application of liturgical reform, particularly hymmrsinging 
and "popular and cultural, organic and continuing religious instruction". 


The third direction was social. "We are not technicians, but we are shepherds who 
must foster the wellbeing of their faithful and encourage the efforts for renewal 
taking place." 


Speaking in Bogota Cathedral, the Pope said that the church should not be "linked 
with systems and structures which cover up and favour grave and oppressive inequali- 
ties among the classes and citizens of one and the same country". At. the same time 
he warned, "let us distinguish our responsibility from that of one who, instead’ makes 
violence a noble ideal". 


Earlier in the week an ecumenical service was held with the Syrian, Maronite and 
Greek Orthodox churches, the Anglicans and a few Protestant denominations represented. 
Bishop Herman Dietzfelbinger of the Lutheran Church in Germany spoke, as did. a 

local Anglican priest. 


Presbyterian Moderator Replies 


The new Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Colombia, the Rev. Aristobulo Porras, 
replied to an invitation to participate in the Ecumenical Day at the Eucharistic 
Congress by suggesting several ways in which the Evangelical churches and the Roman 
Catholic Church could "come to a better understanding". 


"If the hierarchy of the Roman Catholic Church would put into practice the pronounce- 
ments of the Second Vatican Council regarding religious liberty, assuring that Pro- 
testants could enjoy their constitutional rights, it would be the most effective act 
she could perform..." wrote Pastor Porras. 


Among practices which aggravate Protestants he listed laws requiring Protestant 
children in public schools to attend mass and receive Roman Catholic instruction, 
inability of Protestants to teach in public schools, government failure to recognize 
marriage ceremonies or to give legal status to Protestant churches. 

EPS, Geneva 


LWF THEOLOGY COMMISSION 
REFLECTS ON REVOLUTION 


(Geneva) - Churches are obligated to take positions on social and political issues 
which make clear their "solidarity with society" - positions which cannot auto- 
matically exclude revolution as a means of social change, the Commission on Theology 
of the Lutheran World Federation said here. 


(more) 
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Concluding a lengthy discussion on revolution, as a part of a study on "The Quest 
for True Humanity and the Lordship of Christ", the commission formulated a summary 
of its “reflections" on the subject. 


A key question for churches is their possible alignment with forces which would 
engage in violence as a revolutionary tool. To date Christian ethics has given 
little thought "to the possibility that Christians could find themselves in an 
exceptional situation in which, for the sake of the legal rights of their neighbour, 
they have no other choice but to attack perverted legal structures. 


"The use of violence to carry out a revolution with the goal of bringing about a 
more just legal structure presents such an exceptional situation. There are cases 
in which Christians can conceivably approve of the use of violence and in fact 
participate in violence. 


"On the other hand, it is also conceivable that one supports a necessary :radical 
change in the political, economic and social structures without intending to make 
use of violence." 


The paper stressed the obligation to seek "other responsible solutions" to end 
social grievances. It suggested also that Christians, when participating in a revo- 
lution, should make every effort to "humanize" it and keep the use of violence 
within bounds. 


"Terror", it was stated, "does not enjoy any ethical protection." 
EPS, Geneva 


DOUGLAS HORTON, CHURCH UNION 
ADVOCATE, DIES AT 77 


(Berlin, New Hampshire) - Dr. Douglas Horton, 77, prominent ecumenical leader and 
educator for half a century, died at a hospital here August 21, after, suffering a 
heart attack at his home in nearby Randolph. 


' 
The clergyman headed the Congregational Christian Churches as minister of its General 
Council between 1938 and 1955. Under his leadership, the traditionally autonomous 
Congregational churches developed central organs through which they were able to act 
together as a denomination. One specific instance was their union with the Evange- 
lical and Reformed Church in 1957. 


From 1955 to 1959, Dr. Horton was dean of the Harvard University Divinity School, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. He was described as a man with a "deep concern for the 
church universal" by Harvard's president, Nathan B. Pusey. 


Active in the founding of both the WCC and the National Council (USA), the church- 
man was moderator of the International Congregational Council from 1949 to 1953, and 
represented that world confessional body as an official observer at the Second 
Vatican Council. He was chairman of the WCC's Faith and Order Commission from 1957 
to 1963. 

EPS, Geneva 
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WCC LEADER QUOTES UPPSALA 
ACTION ON WORLD DEVELOPMENT 


(Philadelphia, Pennsylvania) - "It seems much easier to teach Christians to 
respond to somebody's great need than to make them understand that with the 
support of world economic programmes, there would not be so much hunger and 
poverty". 


This statement was made by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, in 

an address to the 20th World Assembly of the International Catholic Movement for 
Intellectual and Cultural Affairs, a division of Pax Romana, delivered on August 23 
at St. Joseph's College here. His subject was "The Moral Aspects of Poverty". 


"There is a new isolationism developing and a new discouragement", Dr. Blake 
reported, “especially after the failures of the Development Decade and the appear- 
ance of economic problems of exchange and trade that require stronger motivations 
than humanitarian good will has so far provided". 


Both economists and politicians agree that moral and spiritual drive is what is 
lacking, Dr. Blake reported, and "world leaders most deeply committed to the inter- 
national programmes to combat poverty have been turning to the churches increasingly 
asking them to help". 


The Uppsala Assembly of the WCC last month expressed gratification at the prospect 
of "continued and enlarged co-operation between the WCC and the Roman Catholic 
Church" in the area of world economic development. It approved a three-year pro- 
gramme of joint activity between the WCC and the Pontifical Commission on Justice 
and Peace. 


Dr. Blake also stressed the need for the churches "to act politically in ways that 
are not patterned for us in the Bible". 


"We must not be afraid of political action since the crucial decisions for the poor 
will be made by governmental and intergovernmental action", he said. 


When the Christian enters the battle against poverty, he brings "a hope that will 
inspire him to act when others are sure that action is useless, a hope that will 
give him strength to keep on when others are sure the battle is lost, a hope based 
upon the nature of God and the potential of man", according to the speaker. 


EPS, Geneva 


100,000 MALAGASY CHRISTIANS 
AT SESQUICENTENERY RITES 


(Tamatave, Malagasy) - More than 100,000 Christians in this coastal city celebrated 
the 150th anniversary of the introduction of the Bible to Madagascar. 


Pastor Charles Westphal, president of the French Protestant Federation, was present 
at the ceremonies and the Roman Catholic Church in the Malagasy Republic associated 
itself with the celebration. 


Since 1818, when two members of the London Missionary Society landed at Tamatave 
to preach the Gospel, some four million Malagasy citizens have become Christians. 
Today the membership is about equally divided between Protestants and Catholics. 


EPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH DIGNITARIES SUPPORT 
MARTIN LUTHER KING FUND 


(London) - Christian and Jewish religious leaders joined with politicians here 

in a new appeal for improved race relations. They called for support of a fund 
launched last April in memory of Dr. Martin Luther King, the assassinated American 
civil rights leader. 


The appeal was made in the form of a letter to The Times. Signatories included 
Archbishop Michael Ramsey; John. Cardinal Heenan of Westminster; the Rev. Edward 
Rogers, moderator of the Free Church Federal Council; and ‘Chief Rabbi Immanuel 
Jakobovits. Also Lord Butler, Philip Noel-Baker and Jo Grimond, members respectively 
of the Conservative, Labour and Liberal Parties, and Canon L. John Collins, chair- 
man of Christian Action, which.first announced the Martin Luther King Fund last 


April. 


"We feel that the time has now arrived when public attention must be turned from 
mere prevention of racial discrimination to positive measures for improving rela- 
tions between all races in the community", said the letter. 

EPS, Geneva 


GREEK SYNOD MODIFIES ARTICLES 
IN NEW CONSTITUTIONAL DRAFT 


(Athens) - The Holy Synod of the Greek Orthodox Church has made certain changes in 
the proposed constitution to be voted on by the Greek people September 29. 


An original draft of the constitution said: "The church is governed by a Holy 
Synod of bishops". As modified and issued, the same section reads: "The church 
makes for herself decisions within the framework of the laws, but independently, 
and she is governed by a Holy Synod of bishops". 


A procedural statement on the discussion of church matters in Parliament was short- 
ened to read: "A decree referring to the organization and administration of the 
Church of Greece is introduced for discussion by the Parliament, only after a 
request by the church". 


An addition was made to the article granting freedom of worship to non-Orthodox. 

The original text said: "Any known religious sect is free, and everything concerning 
its way of worship is carried out unhindered under the protection of the laws". 

As modified by the Holy Synod, the section states: "Any known religion is free and 
everything concerning the way of worship of the members who belong to it takes place 
unhindered under the protection of the laws". 


The first draft allowed the seizure "by exception and after an order of the district 
‘attorney" of printed matter offensive to the "Christian religion". Holy Synod 
modification added the phrase "and specifically to the Greek Orthodox Faith". 


EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Rev. Dr. Yap Kim Hao of Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, has been elected the only 
bishop of the world's newest Methodist church, that of Malaysia and Singapore, which 
held its constituting conference August 7-18 in Singapore. The church was formerly 
the Southeastern Asia Central Conference of the United Methodist Church. 


Ps Pp 14 
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Special Report 


SEARCHING FOR THE NEW MAN AND THE NEW SOCIETY 
By Allan Oliver 


In front of the conference centre in which the 25th General Committee of the World 
Student Christian Federation met at Otaniemi, Finland there is a large metal sculp- 
ture which some of the delegates called "the mechanical artichoke". Mounted on 
three poles above a reflecting pool, the leaves of the artichoke bend inward to 
form a multi-faceted sphere when one inserts a Finnmark in a box beside the pool. 
The sculpture is strong and reflects the Finnish sun whether open or closed. In 

a sense, it also reflects the spirit of the WSCF General Committee. 


For the affirmation of the General Committee is that within the WSCF structure, the 
various regions of the world - Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, the Middle East, 
North America — must be free to stand apart from each other in order to determine 
their own "style of obedience" in the modern world. At the same time, they need 

to be conscious of the unity and over-all design of the Federation programme. 
Whether involved in specific regional tasks or in projects of the Federation as a 
whole, these groups form the multi-faceted unity necessary in the search for the 
new man and the new society as revealed in Jesus Christ. 


During the final days of the General Committee meeting, four important documents 
written by inter-regional working groups and reports from the six regions were 
presented. The working groups on "Student Political Action", "The Future of the 
University", "The Nature and Function of the Federation", and "Convictions and 
Questions" were hard-pressed to define positions acceptable to the General Committee 
as a whole. But they were able to suggest guidelines for the next quadrennium. 

The document on "Politics and the WSCF", for example, singled out three main tasks: 
politicization, communication and study and research. Throughout the General 
Committee meeting, the need for greater clarity about the social and economic 
forces which shape today's world was underlined. And it was felt that a priority 
task was to make the WSCF constituency aware of the problems arising from a con- 
centration of power, new ways of thinking about knowledge which are changing uni- 
versity education, and the increasing marginalization of large groups of people 

in their own societies. 


In order to carry out this priority task, the Federation will enter into a new 
study project on the nature of university education in the 1970's, will go into a 
fourth phase of the China Study Project, and will attempt to develop new and more 
flexible means of communication between the movements. Results of this research 
and the work done within the regions may suggest new forms of action for the future. 


The regional reports carried out many of the same themes, and expressed a concern 
that students have an increasing voice in determining and implementing the programme 
of the Federation. It was felt that passing resolutions at an international level 
was not a satisfactory means of working. The objective of the students should be 

to act out the guidelines of the Federation in the manner most relevant to their own 
situation. 


Finally, those who give life to the Federation must develop a capacity to reflect 
theologically on their political and social involvements, aware that. they are 
approaching then withdrawing from the new man and the new society. The opening and 
closing never stops. 
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3-YEAR TERM FOR ROMAN CATHOLIC/WCC 
DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY APPROVED 


(Geneva/Rome) - Collaboration between the World Council of Churches and the Ponti- 
fical Commission Justice and Peace on issues of world economic development has 
proved so fruitful in its initial stage that the joint effort will be continued. 


Maurice Cardinal Roy, president of the Roman Catholic Commission, and Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, have notified Father George H. Dunne, S.J. 

that his appointment as full-time secretary of the Exploratory Committee on Society, 
Development and Peace has been extended for a three-year period. 


Cardinal Roy noted that during the first six months the joint secretariat had been 

in operation, "remarkable ecumenical initiatives have begun and important plans have 
been evolved together for the coming years". He spoke appreciatively of Father | 
Dunne's "gifts of enterprise, organization and prudence". 


Dr. Blake associated himself with this appreciation of the work of the joint secre- 
tariat and reported that the Fourth Assembly of the World Council, meeting in Uppsala 
in July, had voted that this experimental programme be continued for three years. 

It also suggested employing additional staff "to cope with the increasing respon- 
sibilities of the secretariat". 


The Uppsala Assembly expressed gratification at the "prospect of continued and en- 
larged co-operation between the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church" in the area of 
society, development and peace. 


Father Dunne began his duties on February 1, 1968, on a six-month experimental basis, 
with his office in the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva (EPS No. 4). His first task was 
to organize the Conference on World Co-operation for Development, held in Beirut, 
Lebanon, April 21-27. 


The WCC Uppsala Assembly termed the report of that conference "of particular interest — 
and importance". It gave its approval to a three-year study and education programme ~ 
to implement the findings of Beirut, as proposed by the Exploratory Committee in its 
meeting in Rome May 21-23. The programme would include national and regional con- 
sultations and projects, research teams on specific development issues, and a 
publication programme to support the total educational effort on behalf of world 


economic development. 
EPS, Geneva 


WCC ACTS IN IRAN i 
EARTHQUAKE 


(Geneva) - A specialized team has been sent by the World Council of Churches to 

Tehran to ascertain needs. arising from the recent earthquake and recommend the form 

in which these could be met by its member churches as an expression of Christian 
sympathy and ecumenical solidarity. 1 


The survey team is to be joined in Tehran by a representative of Christian Aid, relief 
agency of the British Council of Churches. 


After the 1962 earthquake in Iran, the churches rebuilt an entire village, Esmatabad, 
with 306 houses, shops, a community centre, bath house, and other facilities. Help 
was also given for the rebuilding of mosques as well as churches, and for the long- | 
term rehabilitation of persons living in the affected area. 


EPS, Geneva : 
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YOUTH GIVEN VOTING RIGHTS 
AT LUTHERAN WORLD ASSEMBLY 


(Geneva) - Almost one-fifth of the approximately 250 voting delegates to the 1970 
Fifth Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation will be young people between the 
ages of 18 and 25 years. 


The decision was made by the Executive Committee of the LWF when it met here last 
week, 


Recognizing the dilemma of "youth participants" at the WCC Assembly in Uppsala who 
could speak but not vote, the LWF enlarged the number of delegates from its 75 
member churches and specified that 42 of them must be young people. They will be 
“integrated with the other delegates of their churches" in the Assembly's plenary 
sessions, 


Prior to the LWF's Porto Alegre Assembly a youth conference will be held to brief 
the young people on issues to come up for discussion. Participants will travel 
through Latin America for one month prior to the meeting as part of a world-wide 
study now under way among youth and student groups on the problem of hunger in all 
its aspects. Then youth will share their experiences and draft a report to the 
Assembly. 


Of the 42 voting youth delegates, 15 will come from Europe, nine from Asia, seven 
from Africa, six from Latin America and five from North America. In addition, nine 
Latin American young people will have "official visitor" status and four "adviser" 
positions have been allotted to North American youth. 


In other actions the Executive Committee received applications for membership from 
three churches in Germany, Malaysia and Southern Africa, and one for association as 
a "recognized congregation" from the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Basel, Switzerland. 


Membership in the federation becomes effective one year after acceptance of the 
application. 


Applying for LWF membership are the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Baden, Germany, 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (Cape/Orange Region), and the 
_ Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malaysia. 


Speakers addressing the Executive Committee emphasized that world confessional families 
have a contribution to make to ecumenical dialogue but they "must do it with the 
necessary humility, accepting the fact that today theological differences of opinion 
do not necessarily follow the historical and traditional boundaries". 


In his report to the committee, Dr. André Appel, LWF general secretary, said "parti- 
cipation" has become a key word for the Church today. It is "not just another slogan" 
but expresses a real desire especially on the part of the younger generation to be 
involved in the shaping of modern society, he said. 


Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hanover, Germany, a WCC president, also supported the move to 
give youth full delegate voting status. 


EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES" RELIEF GOODS IN NEW 
AIR-SHUTTLE TO BIAFRA 


(Geneva) - Helmut Reuschle, material aid secretary of the World Council, of Churches), 
left by air September 2 for Fernando Po to co-ordinate the movement of church-donated 
relief supplies in the daylight airlift to Biafra which the International Committee ; 
of the Red Cross is eae eo 


At present there are about 3,500 tons of milk powder, medicines, and higheprdtdin 
food such as dried fish in warehouses at Santa Isabel, chief port of Fernando Po, 
a Spanish island off the coast of Nigeria. Of these,)1,700 tons have -been, gisien by 
member Churches. of the World Council (EPS No. 30). 

ox] echetaen 
Goods have been stockpiled at Santa Isabel and elsewhere until iad Red Grossi air.) 
shuttle service could begin to operate or mercy corridors by land or sea had been 
established. 


The ICRG has announced it has currently five aircraft at its disposal ‘to airlift 
supplies from Fernando Po to Biafra. . These include four, DC-6B and one, C-130; Her> 
cules aeroplanes... A sixth plane is expected to be available ney hiya 


At first the combined flight by each plane will carry about 50 tons ane all ‘Santi, 
will be done by daylight. Later it is hoped to increase the tonnage moved each day. 
EPS, Geneva 


CZECH REFUGEE SITUATION 
UNDER SURVEILLANCE BY CHURCHES 


(Geneva) - After a goodwill mission to Austria, during which he discussed with church 
leaders the effects of the recent crisis in Czechoslovakia, Mr. Louis van Ouwenaller, 
programme officer of the WCC's Service to Refugees, has reported that so far there 

is no call for special measures to meet a refugee situation in Austria. 


The relatively few people at present affected are for the most part tourists from” 
Czechoslovakia who do not know how to get back to their we because of the closing 
of the frontiers. They come mid-way between "refugees" and "tourists", and are ©” 
currently being taken care of by the local authorities in Vienna, Salzburg, and Linz. 
At least some of these people may not wish to go home when the situation in Czechoslo- 
vakia is stabilized and the frontiers are re-opened. In that event, it is likely 

that they would be accorded refugee status. Accommodation for them to live in is © 
available on a substantial scale, often in institutions that were formerly run by 
WCC's Service to Refugees. It is considerably better than the old refugee camps. 


The WCC is maintaining constant contact with Servitas Dienst am Nachsten and the 
Innere Mission, Vienna, which have been given responsibility for refugee services a 
by the Ecumenical Council of Churches in Austria. °q 


EPS, Geneva 
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CZECH PASTORS COMMIT THEMSELVES 
TO "PASSIVE RESISTANCE" 


(Geneva) - The Pastors' Association of the Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren has 
termed the "Moscow agreement imposed by brute force" on Czechoslovakia "an attack 
on our January programme of "Socialism with a human face'". 


The statement was drawn up on August 28 in Prague by 40 pastors; it was then tele- 
phoned to a pastor in Switzerland with ie request that he should make it widely 
known. The pastors commit themselves to "the concept of humanity, carried out in 
freedom and truth" and to "the path of passive resistance against falsehood and in- 
justice", 


"We all have chances of overcoming an opponent who is physically stronger by means 
of passive resistance, if we do not become cowardly and unwise", says the statement. 
To do so "we must not be governed by the idea of our own safety nor by conformist 
resignation". We must remember the words of Jesus Christ, ‘Whoever would save his 
life will lose it’. Christ was always on the side of the oppressed, the betrayed, 
the deceived, and the defenceless." 


The appeal says the Pastors’ Association will not “refuse its spiritual consolation" 
to all whose hopes have been destroyed by the occupation of Czechoslovakia and by 
the Moscow agreement. "Let us organize actions to liberate every prisoner of whom 
we hear! Let us support all those who are in material need." 


The real aim, however, must continue to be "the victory of truth in all nations. No 
nation which thinks only of its own freedom will avoid its own downfall. Not only 
in other countries of the world, but also in the five states whose armies are 
occupying our country for the eighth day, our friends are working for the victory of 
"socialism with a human face'. If we remain loyal, it will help them also. And 
their struggle means a real hope for us that the sovereignty of our State will be 


fully restored". 
EPS, Geneva 


CZECH PHILOSOPHER HITS 
OCCUPATION BY FORCE 


(Frankfurt) - A passionate appeal not to confuse "humanistic socialism" with "exported 
armed socialism" has been issued by Prof. Milan Machovec, Marxist philosopher of Prague 
who is chairman of the Czech Society for Human Rights. 


Machovec, well-known for his promotion of the dialogue between Marxists and Christians, 
was outside the country at the time of Soviet intervention and made his statement 
August 27 to a number of prominent scientists. 


Professor Machovec rejected the assertion that intervention by Warsaw Pact nations was 
justified by anti-socialist movements within Czechoslovakia. He urged intellectuals 
.and students all over the Horde "not to identify the horrible occupation-by-force 
“with the position of communism" 


Every contact with Soviet scientists and writers should be used "to bring the truth 
about Czechoslovakia to Moscow", he said. The tel gate SeMaee could still "rescue at 
least something of the honour of the country of Lenin" and "correct the tragic mistake 
made by a group of adventurers", according to Machovec's statement. He urged "courage- 
ous admission of its own mistake" by the USSR and immediate withdrawal of troops. 


Professor Machovec participated in the WCC-sponsored Marxist-Christian dialogue 
in Geneva April 8-11 (EPS No. 15). EPS, Geneva 
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U.S. RELIGIOUS LEADERS CONDEMN 
CHICAGO POLICE ACTION 


(New York) - The presidents of the National Council of Churches (USA) and.the Syna- 
gogue Council of America charged "police brutality" against anti-war demonstrators 
in Chicago on the night Vice President Hubert Humphrey received the Democratic 
nomination for the Presidency. 


In a joint statement, Dr. Arthur Flemming, NCC head, and Rabbi Jacob Rudin, presi-~ 
dent of the Synagogue Council, said: "If we do not turn our backs on such pagan 
practices, we are going to be living in a police-state instead of a nation ruled by 
the concepts of freedom and justice". 


Their protest was addressed to the Vice President, President Lyndon Johnson, Mayor 
Richard Daley and Police Superintendent James Conlisk of Chicago. 


One of the most serious clashes between demonstrators and police and National Guards- 


men was in and around the Conrad Hilton Hotel. Hundreds of persons were arrested 
and scores were injured. Observers reported being horror stricken by what they saw. 


"Qur nation is both shocked and humiliated by the demonstration of police brutality 
which took place in the city of Chicago", Dr. Flemming and Rabbi Rudin said. "It 


is in direct conflict with our Judeo-Christian beliefs. The time nes come for those 


who believe in the laws of God to rise uP gut demand an end to this "get tough’ 
approach to the social issues of our day.' 
EPS, Geneva 


CLERGYMAN IS FIRST NEGRO 
NOMINATED FOR PRESIDENT 


(Chicago) - A clergyman, the Rev. Channing E. Phillips of Washington, D.C.,. became =; 


the first black American in history to be placed in nomination for the Presidency 
before a major U.S. political party convention. 


Mr. Phillips, 40, pastor of the 700-member Lincoln Temple United Church of Christ, 
was nominated at the Democratic National Convention here as a "favourite son" 
candidate of the District of Columbia delegation. He received 674 votes in the 
roll.call of states and territories. . 


The UCC pastor attended Colgate-Rochester Divinity School in Rochester, N.Y., and is 
currently a doctoral degree candidate in New Testament at Drew University, Madison, 
NwJ. He has taught at Howard and American Universities in Washington. 

EPS, Geneva 


WCC FILMS SHOWN AT EDINBURGH FESTIVAL 


(Geneva) - Two WCC films commissioned for presentation at the Uppsala Assembly have 


been shown at the Edinburgh Film Festival during the last week. They are the 10-minute 


colour film entitled "Homo Homini" and a shorter film called "Acceleration", both 
made by Czechoslovak film-makers. 


"Homo, Homini" was the work of Vaclav Bedrich using the studios of the world-famous 
puppet. film-maker, Trnka. "Acceleration" was made by animation artist Pavel 
Prochazka.. They were premiered on. the opening night of the Uppsala Assembly to. set 
the stage for a presentation on the Church in the World. 


John Taylor, WCC secretary for film and visual arts, was in Edinburgh and reports 
"Homo Homini"™ was well received by professional film-makers. EPS. Geneva 
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NEW STAFF MEMBERS 
START WORK AT WCC 


(Geneva) - Several new staff members of the World Council of Churches assumed their 
duties at the Ecumenical Centre here this week. 


A Methodist minister from New Zealand, an authority on marriage guidance, became 
executive secretary of the Department on Co-operation of Men and Women in Church, 
Family and Society. He is the Rev. Leslie C.. Clements, who had instituted the first 
training courses for prison chaplains in New Zealand while serving as senior chaplain 
for prisons. Subsequently the Department of Justice appointed him the first adviser 
in marriage guidance to the government. In this position he assisted in the selec- 
tion and training of some 200 counsellors, helped to create 20 councils and made it 
possible for family life education to be started in state and private schools. 


The Division of World Mission and Evangelism (DWME) gained a new staff member with 
the arrival of the Rev. William Henry Crane, who has been serving since 1961 as 
Africa secretary for the World Student Christian Federation. Born in the Congo to 
missionaries for the Presbyterian Church in the U.S., Mr. Crane was himself an 
educational missionary there, later specializing in urban church and youth work. 
Then he taught philosophy and Old Testament at the Protestant Theological Faculty 
in Elisabethville, Congo. 


At the WCC he will be DWME's liaison with the Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee 
and World Service. 


Two newcomers to the Youth Department are the Rev. B. Rex Davis, an Anglican who 
has been secretary of the Study Division of the Australian Council of Churches, and 
Mr. J. Andris Barblan, a Swiss student of international affairs who has taken part 
in ecumenical work camp programmes in Great Britain, France, Austria and Poland. 


The Rev. Dr. Stanley J. Samartha took up his duties on August 1 as associate secretary 
in the Department of Studies in Mission and Evangelism, with special responsibility 
for dialogue with men of other faiths. Educated in India, the U.S. and Switzerland, 
he has taught systematic theology and the history of religions at Karnataka Theo- 
logical College in Bangalore, South India. He was later director of the Department 
of Research and Post-graduate Studies at United Theological College, Bangalore. 

Since 1966 he has been principal of Serampore College in West Bengal. 


Departures 

Mr. Jean Fischer, co-secretary for Africa in the Division of Inter-church Aid, has 
left Geneva for Abidjan, Ivory Coast, where he will spend a year as organizing 
secretary for the 1969 Assembly of the All Africa Conference of Churches. 


The Rev. Alexander D. John, formerly with DWME, was inducted on August 23 as pres- 
byter-in-charge of St. Mark's Cathedral in Bangalore. He succeeds the Rev. H.F.J. 
Daniel, who recently took up new duties as secretary for urban and industrial mission 


of the East Asia Christian Conference. 
EPS, Geneva 
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ROMANIAN CHURCHES JOIN PROTEST 


(Geneva/Bucharest) - The military intervention of the Soviet Union and,its allies 

in Czechoslovakia has evoked energetic protest from the churches in Romania. The ~ 
Roman Catholic newsagency Kipa réports that Patriarch Justinian’ of the Orthodox: 
Church, Bishop Aaron Marton of Alba Jula’ (Roman Catholic) and leaders of the’ other 
Romanian churches have made a joint statement, strongly condemning this infringement 
of the sovereignty of Czechoslovakia. The statement reads: rim 34 


"During the last few days events ‘have occurred in Czechoslovakia which fill every 
upright person with anxiety. ~ The armies of five Socialist countries invaded Czech 
territory, thus preventing the free development of the life of the Czech people, 
which did not endanger the existence of any other state. Realizing our full respon- 
sibility...we associate ourselves with our nation in insisting’ on ‘the restoration 

of the sacred rights of the Czech'people'to free development and independence." 


Message Read from Swedish Pulpits 


A message from Archbishop Ruben Josefson was read aloud on August 25 from the pulpits 
of Sweden's Lutheran churches, stressing the churches’ responsibility for the world. 
Events in Czechoslovakia, Vietnam,.and Biafra were.cited as signs of the deadlock of 
insecurity into which mankind had fallen asa result of war, hatred and lack of love. 
Christians were urged to make intercession for the oppressed, “en: cata 
EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN BISHOP TO PERFORM CEREMONY 
FOR SON MARRYING ROMAN CATHOLIC 


(Exeter, England) - Permission has been granted by the Vatican for a»Roman Catholic 
to marry in Exeter's Anglican Cathedral. Miss ‘Elisabeth Zanetti-will‘be married to 
Mr. Edward Mortimer by the groom's father; Dr. Robert Mortimer, the) Bishop of Exeter. 


Mr. Mortimer is a correspondent of The Times in Paris. 


According to Miss Zanetti's priest at*Sacred Heart Church, Exeter, "Dispensation to 
marry a non-Catholic is commonly given in these days; and lies’ within» the power, of» 
the bishop". Miss Zanetti's bishop is’ Bishop Restieaux, of Plymouth. 925) 0) © 


The priest said: “The second dispensation which had to be sought in»this case was. 
permission to marry in a non-Catholic church. Such dispensations are not within the 
power of the bishop and must be referred to the Vatican". 


EPS, Geneva. 


FUNDS SOUGHT FOR PAVING 
IN DELTA MINISTRY PROJECT 


(Greenville, Mississippi) - The Delta Ministry, a ministry of reconciliation among 
displaced Negroes in the Mississippi Delta, has launched a special appeal for funds 
to build a paved street to Freedom Village from the county road néarby. 


Already a community centre has been erected and ground has been broken for the first 
of 50 houses that will make up the village, together with a proposed church, school, 
Freedomcrafts Industry and small shopping centre. The sum of $10,320 is urgently 
needed so that 1,465 linear feet of paving can be laid; otherwise construction of the 
village will be drastically impeded when heavy rains come this winter. : 


Delta Ministry is on the project list of the WCC. EPS, Geneva 
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GERMAN AIR-LIFT TO BIAFRA 
HAS TEN PLANES 


(Stuttgart) - The air-lift to Biafra organized jointly by the Evangelical Church 
in Germany and the Roman Catholic relief organization "Caritas" now has ten planes 
at its disposal, thanks to the participation of Protestant churches in Scandinavia. 


Each plane can carry food for 1,000 people for 20 days, as well as medicines and 
other supplies. They will fly from Lisbon. 


Church relief agencies in Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Finland have contributed two 
million marks for the first month during which the air-lift is functioning. They 
are also sharing the cost of equipping and maintaining the planes. The responsibility 
for the project lies with the "Diakonische Werk" in Stuttgart and German "Caritas" 


in Freiburg. 
EPS, Geneva 


ONE BAPTIST CHURCH REGISTERED 
UNDER NEW SPANISH LAW 


(Riischlikon, Switzerland) - One church of the Spanish Baptist Union has solicited 
registration with the official agency of the government, but the union's 50 other 
churches have so far declined to register under terms of the so-called new religious 
liberty law there. 


"The Spanish Baptist Union...came to an almost unanimous agreement to maintain dia- 
logue with the Interministerial Committee on Religious Liberty of the government, 
but without registering", said the Rev. Pedro Bonet Such, Barcelona pastor who is 
president of the union. 


He was speaking to.the. European Baptist Men's Conference meeting here. 


Bonet said "it must be regretted" that one church in the Spanish Baptist Union has 
filed for registration. European Baptist Press Service learned that this is the 
Second Baptist Church of Madrid, which was closed by the government between 1954 
and 1963. Two other churches in the union have shown an interest in registering. 


Baptists number nearly 5,000 out of a total of 30,000 Spanish Protestants. According 
to Bonet, less than one-third of the Protestant churches have registered under the 


new law. EPS, Geneva 


BELGIAN CHURCH ALLOWS 
CHOICE ON ENCYCLICAL 


(Brussels) - The Roman Catholic bishops of Belgium have published an official state- 
ment on the Pope's recent encyclical on birth control which admits the right of 
Roman Catholics to follow their own convictions if they do not agree with the Pope's 
teaching on the matter. 


They point out that the encyclical - in which the Pope condemned the pill and other 
forms of contraception - does not claim to be infallible, and that this being so 
“we are not held to absolute and unconditional support of the sort which is required 


for a definition of dogma". 
EPS, Geneva 
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CONSERVATIVE REFORMED CHURCHES 
OPPOSE WORLD COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP 


(Lunteren, Netherlands) - The Reformed Ecumenical Synod, composed primarily of Re- 
formed churches of Conservative Evangelical persuasion in various parts of the 
world, advised its member bodies not.to join the World Council of Churches or admit 


women to church office. 
The Synod, which meets every five years, concluded its five-day session on August 24. 


The majority report on WCC membership was opposed by the Reformed Churches in the 
Netherlands and in Indonesia, which had pleaded with the Synod to decide on the 
question only after proper study of ecumenical questions. Delegates from the Reformed 
Churches in the Netherlands also expressed deep regret at the decision that no woman 
should hold a church office. 


The Synod accepted the majority report on race relations which failed to condemn 
apartheid. However, it was amended to say that on the question of marriage, the 
marriage contract is first of all a personal or family responsibility. Both Church 
and State should refrain from the prohibition of racially mixed marriages since 
they do not have the right to limit the free choice of partners. 


In supporting the minority report, which failed of passage, the Reformed Churches 
of the Netherlands and of Indonesia declared themselves strongly opposed to apartheid. 
EPS, Geneva 


HONG KONG COUNCIL REORGANIZED 


(Hong Kong) - Work of the Hong Kong Christian Council has been reorganized under four 


headings: inter-church relations, education and communication, social service, and 
specialized ministries. 


At a recent meeting of the Executive Committee, Mr. Calvin Ngai was appointed acting 
general secretary. He has been the council's executive secretary since 1960. 


Executives of the divisions are as follows: the Rev. Lonnie Turnipseed, inter- 
church relations; the Rev. Paul R. Webb, social service; the Rev. Tom W. Lung, » 
education and communication. For the present time Mr. Ngai will be responsible for 
specialized ministries. 


EPS, Geneva 


IS CHURCH'S MISSION CHANGING? 
LUTHERAN CONSULTATION TO ASK 


(Helsingér, Denmark) - One year from this week U.S. and European Lutheran churches 
will hold a major consultation on "The Constant and the Changing in Christian Mission". 
The goal will. be to examine both the unchangeable elements in the mission of the 
Church which should be maintained, and those elements that must be adjusted in view 

of social needs and changes. 


To be held on the East Coast of the U.S., the consultation will discuss the inter- 
relationship of Christian evangelism and service and their difference from humani- 
tarlan charity. 


At its annual meeting here the Lutheran World Federation's Commission on Stewardship 
and Evangelism also scheduled a conference next March on the mission and nature of 
the congregation. THO anata 
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RELIGIOUS GROUPS PROTEST 
IMMORALITY AROUND HOLY PLACES 


(Amman) - U Thant, Secretary General of the United Nations, has received a message 
from the heads of the Christian communities in Jordan concerning the situation in 
Jerusalem, now occupied by Israel. 


The message is signed by Bishop Nehmet Semaan (Latin Rite), Archbishop Assaf 
(Melchites), Archimandrite Anouchavwn (Armenian Orthodox), Archbishop Theodoros 
(Greek Orthodox) and Father Haritioun (Armenian Catholic). They "condemn the 
immorality that is going on around the Holy Places" and demand that a UN investigator 
be sent to report on the situation in Jerusalem and the measures to be taken "in 
order to protect the Holy Places from the immoral acts being committed there". 


Similar protests have been made by various Arab civic groups in Jerusalem, calling 
attention to the opening of places of cheap and vulgar entertainment, the increased 
availability of drugs and narcotics, the increased incidence of prostitution, and 
similar conditions which they call an affront to the traditional morals and sensi- 
bilities of the Arab populace of the Old City. 

EPS, Geneva 


STOP PRESS 


WCC ASKS $20,000 TO AID 
CZECH REFUGEES IN AUSTRIA 


(Geneva) - An increase in the number of refugees from Czechoslovakia seeking asylum 
in Austria (see page 4) has led the WCC's Service to Refugees to appeal to its re- 
lated agencies for $20,000 to provide emergency services for them. 


In a cable to the agencies, Mr. M. Christopher King, director of the Refugee Service, 
said: "The refugee office of the Austrian Ecumenical Council in Vienna is in con- 
stant touch with the Special Committee for Aid to Czechoslovakians set up by the city 
of Vienna in co-operation with voluntary agencies. Some 30 families, mainly Pro- 
testants, are visiting the Ecumenical Council's refugee office daily for advice and 
assistance. 


"The Austrian Government has opened a camp in Vienna with 5,000 beds, and on 
September 2 the first family went to the Innere Mission Summer Hostel, Salzerbad, 
made available by the Austrian Evangelical Church. 


"Funds are needed to enable the offices in Vienna, Salzburg, and Linz to continue 
their immediate assistance." 


Mr. King said that although some 10,000 tourists had returned to Czechoslovakia, 
10,000 were remaining for the time being. Since August 28, between 1,000 and 2,000 
persons a day had been entering Austria with Austrian visas and this trend seemed 
likely to continue. Most of these people were not, so far, asking for political 
asylum but 563 had done so by the end of August and it was reported that 150 to 200 


were applying on September 2. 
EPS, Geneva 
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Special Bulletin 


MESSAGE OF ALL CHRISTIAN CHURCHES IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
TO THE PUBLIC INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE COUNTRY 


In these depressing days when the noise of the tanks in Czechoslovakia threatens 
peace in the whole world, our prayers implore the Prince of Peace to save all 
that is dear to us. 


We turn to you, Christian brethren and sisters, and to you, dear fellow-citizens. 


We appeal to your responsibility for the solution of the situation in which we 
find ourselves, together with our sovereign State, its legal Government and all 
people. Remember that we can master this situation only by power of the spirit: 
Only the superiority of moral responsibility and reason can effectively surpass 
uncontrolled passions and actions which were not properly planned. Our dis- 
approval of the occupation can be effectively manifested in grounded and decent 
statements and slogans. Avoid offensive and provocative announcements. 


In this context, we draw your attention to the tempting slogan of neutrality which, 
in the present political situation, could be interpreted as betrayal of the Inter- 
national Socialist Movement to which our people still feel firmly bound. 


We have never wanted and we do not now want to be indifferent spectators in this 
world. We are aware that in a democratic socialist society, much of the Christian 
programme of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is being realized. Therefore, we refuse 
neutrality as we refuse the occupation. We declare that together with our legal 
Government and the Communist Party, we shall not stray from the road of our,demo- 
cratic socialism. Only this way leads to the real future of Czechoslovakia. 


Brethren and sisters, we appeal to you: participate in all actions in the factories 
and in the fields, which are aimed at securing the economic life of our State. 


Hear us, mothers of the soldiers from all states taking part in the occupation of 
our country. Appeal to your sons who already suffer under heavy moral conflicts 
as they face our defenceless people whose lives are endangered by aggressive 
action. May they not burden their consciences even more by shooting at innocent 
people and children. 


Christians in the Soviet Union and other socialist countries, brethren and sisters 
in the whole world, unite with us in our endeavour - by prayers and concrete action. 


The Christian churches of Czechoslovakia 
united in the Ecumenical Council 


and 


Prague, August 26, 1968 The Roman Catholic Church 
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CHRISTIAN MEDICAL COMMISSION 
OUTLINES GOALS IN FIRST MEETING 


(Geneva) - A re-orientation of Christian medical work to facilitate the comprehensive 
health care of man, his family and his community was set as the general goal for the 
Christian Medical Commission (CMC) when it held its first meeting here September 2-6. 


The members of the commission are representative of Christian hospitals, public 
health programmes, medical schools and church agencies which contribute funds to 
medical work around the world. Four Roman Catholics were present as observers. 


"In the new healing ministry the community is the patient", said a statement of 
specific objectives which the commission worked out for itself. "In treating the 
whole man each individual can be cared for only within his community ecology. 
Disease prevention and health promotion can be effective only when there is as much 
concern for the healthy as for the sick." 


Among the several "target populations with high priority needs", the commission identi 
fied particularly children under five years together with their mothers. It said that 
"the health quality of future generations is largely conditioned by total care pro- 
vided in these critical years". 


The Christian Medical Commission was brought into being at the Crete meeting of the 
WCC Central Committee in August 1967. The Executive Committee last February named 
Mr. James McGilvray as its director. Chairing the meeting last week was Dr. John 

H. Bryant, M.D., former assistant dean of the University of Vermont's School of 
Medicine who is on the Rockefeller Foundation staff and now adviser to the Government 
of Thailand on medical education. 


The commission welcomed information provided by Mr. McGilvray about co-operation 
between Protestants and Roman Catholics in Malawi and Ghana, and also the assurance 
given it by the Roman Catholic observers that they were eager to work closely with 
the commission. | 


The commission examined many of the problems besetting Christian medical work today, 
including steeply rising costs, limited staff, inadequate administrative systems, 
and obsolescence. They noted that many church institutions function in isolation 
from each other and from governments. Meanwhile governments in many of the newly 
independent countries develop their own plans for providing universal health care 
without consulting church hospitals. 


As its answer to some of these problems, the commission stated: "A re-orientation 
of Christian medical work is obviously required". This involves focusing on the 
health care of man. It also requires "fearless appraisal of what the Church can and 
cannot do, a willingness to join with other denominations and government in joint 
planning, setting priorities according to the needs of the people". 


Also called for is "the development of competence in national churches, mission 
boards and donor agencies for planning health programmes to meet health needs in 
ways which reflect the best use of resources". 


Churchmen should be ready to participate in plans for meeting the nation's health 
needs, it was stated. 


Stress was laid on local involvement in planning. Priorities must be set locally, 


it was said, but within guidelines and norms established on a regional or national 


scale. EPS, Geneva ‘ 
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WCC APPEALS FOR $100,000 
TO AID IRAN EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches appealed September 9 for $100,000 from its 
member churches and their related agencies to finance a share in a relief programme 
for victims of the recent earthquake in Iran. 


It is proposed that the churches' share in the comprehensive rehabilitation programme 
now taking shape should be in the form of at least three fully equipped clinics. 

In addition, cooking equipment, which can be bought in Iran, is urgently needed by 
families who have lost everything in the disaster. For this a minimum of $10,000 

is needed. 


The World Council's appeal asks for another 4,000 blankets, in addition to the 6,000 
already airlifted to Iran by the churches. 


The appeal is based on recommendations made by a three-man survey team which visited 
the disaster area on behalf of the WCC and afterwards held consultations with 
representatives of the government, churches, and the Red Lion and Sun Society (Iranian 
Red Cross). This team, which spent five days in Iran and stayed in the earthquake 
area, was made up of Father George Tsetsis, WCC secretary for Orthodox Churches and 
Countries and the Middle East; Mr. J. Bazalgette, WCC representative in Istanbul; 

and Mr.Stanley Mitton, senior area organizer of Christian Aid, relief agency of the 
British Council of Churches. 


Before the team left Tehran, a local churches’ committee - including Orthodox, Roman 
Catholic, Episcopal, and Protestant churches - had been set up to look after ecumenical 
efforts on behalf of earthquake victims, and to act in liaison with the Red Lion and 
Sun Society and the Iranian Ministry of Rehabilitation. 

EPS, Geneva 


EACC SURVEY REPORTS 
LAOS NEEDS CRITICAL 


(Bangkok) - Between 16% and 25% of the 3 million people of Laos are refugees, according 
to a survey completed August 23 by a team sent to the area by the East Asia Christian 
Conference. 


The government has encouraged refugees to move in groups with their headmen and 
village chiefs so that the social organization remains intact. Because these groups 
are widely scattered and badly in need of medical attention, the survey team has 
suggested that EACC teams be sent to six different areas. Each would contain medical 
personnel, social workers and agricultural extension workers. 


Purpose of the team's visit was to determine how the Asian Christian churches could 
assist in meeting the needs of the large number of refugees. 


These recommendations have been submitted to EACC for immediate consideration. 


Other factors contributing to Laos's difficulties include an inadequate transportation 
system which makes it almost impossible to realize income from the abundant natural 
resources. Also the presence of insurgents in most of the eastern area makes the 


situation especially critical. 
EPS, Geneva 
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NOTED CZECH CHRISTIAN TERMS 
SOVIET ACTION "TRAGIC ERROR" 


(Prague) - A leading Czech Christian who holds the Lenin Prize of International ©*- 
Friendship and Peace, has notified the Soviet Union that its occupation of his’ 
country has produced in him "a feeling of disappointment, regret and shame". >” 


"In my long life I:do not know of a greater tragedy", wrote Dr. Joseph L. Hromadka, 
professor at the Comenius hyena in site tig and : president of pie chrisvias aah pie 
Peace Conference. cS 


Dr. Hromadka's feelings were expressed in a note handed to the Soviet ambassador 
in Beg It was dated August 22. 


The process of LS tena which started in January 1968 has meant, aceovaida to the 
Czech Christian, "a great attempt to strengthen the authority of the Communist Party, 
awakening in our people the responsibility for the construction of socialism, renew- 
ing the love towards the Soviet people and so making socialism a dynamic a in 
international life" : 


However, Dr. Hromadka expressed the fear that Czechoslovak-Soviet ee has 
now :been destroyed. . 


"There is a danger that the love of our people will be changed into’ hatred and that 
our closest friends will appear to us as enemies. 


"The Soviet Government could not have committed a more tragic error", he wrote.’ 
"Only a speedy af SEL UE of the occupying forces can at least’ partially diminish 
our common disaster.' 


Dr. Hromadka had been a member of the WCC Central Committee from 1948 until the 
Uppsala Assembly in July 1968, and on its Executive Committee since 1954. 
EPS, Geneva — 


LATIN AMERICAN CHURCH AND SOCIETY 
GROUP CONDEMNS CZECH OCCUPATION 


(Porto Alegre, Brazil) - The Executive Committee of the Latin American Joint Committee 
of Church and Society (ISAL) meeting here August 25 condemned the! "act’ of violence" 
committed by the armed forces of the USSR; Poland; East Germany, Hungary and Bulgaria 


against. the Czech people "who were obit to find new alternatives: for a more pe 
human society". 


ISAL also expressed the hope that the people of Czechoslovakia ' 'may have the courage, 
strength and occasion to continue their struggle in order to’ reach amore open, 
fraternal, democratic and just society, that might offer an image and aed st a 
for all = us involved in the same kind of search". 


The Latin American Church and Society Committee is an ecumenical group peg Hog of 
Christians from a number of the petra niersigeed fs on the continent.’ 


EPS, Geneva . 
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METHODIST MINISTER'S PASSPORT 
WITHDRAWN BY SOUTH AFRICA 


(Capetown) - A Methodist minister who had planned to go to the U.S. to accept a 
two-year post-doctoral scholarship was informed by security police here that his 
passport had been withdrawn. 


No reason for the action was given to the Rev. Basil Moore, but he believes it 

is linked to his leadership of the University Christian Movement (UCM) of Southern 
Africa. The movement has been the subject of criticism recently by South Africa's 
Premier John Vorster. 


Loss of his passport, Mr. Moore said, means he will have to cancel his American 
scholarship which required his return to South Africa on completion of his studies. 


The University Christian Movement is interdenominational and interracial. It has 
received the backing of the Methodist, Anglican, United Congregational, Roman 
Catholic and Presbyterian churches. 


The Rev. John Davies, Anglican chaplain at Witwatersrand University in Johannes- 

burg and chairman of the committee which founded the student agency, said it was 

established "precisely because of the lack of a body on university campuses which 
was non-racial in character". 


Basil Moore had attended the Cleveland Conference of the University Christian 
Movement (USA) held last Christmas (EPS No. 2). 
EPS, Geneva 


OBSERVERS TAKE COMMUNION 
AT ROMAN CATHOLIC CONFERENCE 


(Medellin, Colombia) - Five non-Roman Catholic observers at the Second Conference 
of Latin American Bishops (CELAM) obtained permission to take communion at the 
solemn mass celebrated here on September 5. They received the Eucharist in both 
kinds (bread and wine) at the same time as the Roman Catholics. 


The observers were Robert Giscard from the Taizé Community; Bishop Reed David 
Benson, an Anglican; Pastor Manfred Bahman representing the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion; and the Rev. Kurtis Naylor and Rev. Dana Green representing the National 
Council of Churches (USA). 


The five had signed a joint letter to the presidents of the conference expressing 
their desire to participate in the mass. To their surprise, Father Jorge Mejia, 
executive secretary of the ecumenical department of CELAM, gave his oral consent, 
while recommending discretion. 


According to Henri Fesquet, religion editor of the Paris daily Le Monde, this ecu- 
menical event is of great importance. "It marks a new stage in inter-communion, 
encouraging interconfessional celebrations of the Eucharist both in private and 

in public; heretofore they have been held more or less secretly." 


EPS, Geneva 
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UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA STUDIES 
NEW TYPE OF BISHOP 


(Kingston, Ontario) - A new method of locating and placing ministers of the United 
Church of Canada was voted by delegates to the 23rd biennial General Council here. 
A Division of Ministry and Personnel Services will be set up in ‘accordance with a 
recommendation from its Commission on the Ministry in the Twentieth Century. 


The commission had sought advice from the Canadian National Railway's personnel ~ 
department. 


"After all, we have similar problems", said its chairman, the Rev. Hugh G. Pritchard. 
"We both move men across the country." 


The new division will establish a central information recall and referral system. 
It would be national and computerized, storing facts about pastoral charges, job 
descriptions and pertinent information on personnel available. 


The commission's report said the present system is "inadequate and leads to a waste- 
ful mismanagement of ministerial potential .that is both frustrating andiunjust", 

Too often the placement of ministers is dependent on knowing the right people, =~ 
selling oneself with a single sermon from the pulpit, or upon the views of a committee. 


Delegates also decided to increase the minimum size of a congregation for the best 
use of its ministerial manpower by abolishing those with less than 250 families. 
Only where the local presbytery, with the agreement of. the superintendent of home 
missions, decides otherwise will the rule be waived. 


In another action the General Council refused to approve in principle the introduc- 
tion of "superintendent bishops", but agreed to refer the matter to the 101 presby- 
teries for study. . , 


A,committee had» recommended’ that’ 37 bishop superintendents be appointed to act as. 
"pastors tosthe pastors of the’ United Church". 


In view of the fact that union discussions are in process with the Anglican Church 
of Canada, which has a different concept of bishops, it was questioned whether the 
introduction-of \the office of superintendent bishop in the United Church now would 
-hinder these negotiations. 


Dr. Robert McClure, a Toronto physician who was a former missionary to China, was 

the first layman elected moderator of the General Council. The United Church was 

formed in 1925 by “a ‘union of Methodists, Congregationalists and some Presbyterians. 
. EPS, Geneva... 


WCC FILM RECEIVES AWARD 


(Laren, Netherlands) - The National Film Festival in the Netherlands. has made a 
specialiaward to “Homo Homini" as a film in which human rights are most strongly . 
expressed. The film was produced under the supervision of John Taylor, WCC secre-. 
tary for film and visual arts, and was first shown at the Uppsala Assembly. 

Mr. Taylor will receive the award in person at the next National Film Festival. 


EPS, Geneva 
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METHODIST/ROMAN CATHOLIC 
TALKS CONSIDER EUCHARIST 


(London) - The Eucharist and church authority were the subjects of discussion in 
an official dialogue here among 19 representatives of the Roman Catholic and 
Methodist churches. 


Appointed by the World Methodist Council and the Vatican Secretariat for Christian 
Unity, the dialogue participants held their second meeting from August 31 to 
September 3. An official statement issued at the close of the discussions said 
that "progress was achieved in refining points of agreement and disagreement" on 
the subjects of "Eucharist and authority in the Church". 


The talks indicated the "necessary direction for further discussions", the state- 
ment said. 


The next meeting will be held in September 1969. The group will then consider 
the ministry and the opportunity open to the churches in the presentation of 
Christian unity in the contemporary world and its challenges. 


The ten Roman Catholic delegates, headed by Archbishop John A. Murphy of Cardiff, 
included Bishop Jan Willebrands and Canon William Purdy of the Secretariat for 
Christian Unity. 


The nine Methodist delegates were led by Bishop Odd Hagen of Sweden. 
EPS, Geneva 


SCOTTISH CHURCH'S APPEAL BRINGS 
RECORD SUM FOR BIAFRA RELIEF 


(Edinburgh) - Contributions to the special appeal for aid to Nigeria/Biafra launched 
in June by the Moderator of the Church of Scotland, the Rt. Rev. Dr. James B. Long- 
muir, have reached £25,116 ($60,278). 


Response to the appeal has been especially generous from children in all parts 
of the country. Impromptu fund-raising efforts such as concerts and sales have 
brought in some of the money, and large sums have been forwarded as a result of 
newspaper appeals. 


The proceeds are being channelled through Christian Aid, relief agency of the 
British Council of Churches. 


Thirteen Church of Scotland missionaries are still at work in Biafra, most of them 
involved in relief and refugee work. 


One of them, the Rev. William Aitken, spent 48 hours in Western Europe acquiring 
navigational aids to help land relief aircraft at emergency airstrips in Biafra. 
Another missionary, the Rev. Graeme Brown, has been organizing relief activities 
utilizing students at Trinity Theological College, Umuahia, where-he is a lecturer. 
EPS, Geneva 


CANADIAN ANGLICANS TO STUDY 
ORDINATION OF WOMEN 


(Windsor, Ontario) - Anglican Bishop Carman J. Queen of St. Clair, a suffragan of 

the Huron diocese, said on return from the Lambeth Conference that the way is now 

open for the Canadian Church to discuss ordination of women as deaconesses and priests. 
No decision was taken at Lambeth on ordination, but various provinces of the church 
were asked to discuss it. EPS, Geneva 
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BIO-MEDICAL RESEARCHERS CONFER 
WITH THEOLOGIANS ON HUMAN EXPERIMENTS 


(Geneva) - "The implications of bio-medical research for the future of mankind | 
are at least as burning an issue as the economic and social problems highlighted 
at the WCC's Uppsala Assembly, and as the discoveries in the field of nuclear 
physics." 


This statement by Dr. Hans-Ruedi Weber, associate director of the Ecumenical 
Institute at Bossey near Geneva, typified the feeling of urgency generated at a 
consultation on "Criteria for Experimentation on Human Beings". 


The consultation was held September 2-7 at the Ecumenical Institute, and was the 
first attempt by the World Council of Churches to promote a dialogue among bio- 
logists, pharmacologists, surgeons, professors of medicine, and lawyers and theo- 
logians. Two-thirds of the 45 participants were natural scientists and one-third 
theologians and philosophers. In the group were Protestants, Orthodox and Roman 
Catholics, as well as a Jewish rabbi. 


"We can already modify behaviour, changing anger to pacificity, aggression to sub- 
mission, and even increase intellectual productivity", stated keynote speaker 

Dr. Edmund D. Pellegrino, professor of medicine at the State University in Stony 
Brook, New York (USA). '"'Such potent instruments for good and evil are more dangerous 
even than the atomic bomb, which at least destroys us as we are, but does not tell 

us what we should be. Annihilation might be preferable to certain kinds of mani- 
pulation which divest the person of his very humanity." 


The Bossey consultation attempted no report of its findings. One group, however, 
was able to agree on certain additions to the Declaration of Helsinki, adopted,by 
the World Medical Association (1964) dealing with principles for experimenting 
on human beings. 


This group proposed local, regional and/or national committees which would assess 
the ethical aspects of each experimental project. On the committee should be 
ethically perceptive persons representing medicine, other sciences and the humanities. 


Monetary rewards for those who co-operate in experiments were termed undesirable 
by the group, since they might constitute a form of coercion. However, in case 
of injuries, disability or death, there is an obligation for appropriate compensation. 


Consent by the patient or volunteer was termed essential, and it should not be 
obtained by duress. A full disclosure of the risk involved was held an essential 


condition for valid consent. Even freely given consent does not reduce the in- 
vestigator's responsibility. 


Two other small groups dealt with underlying theological presuppositions in human 
experimentation and long-term problems in genetic manipulation. 


While several theological approaches were discussed, no agreement was reached. 
Natural law, the theology of hope, and the Protestant emphasis on the brokenness 
(sinfulness) of man all had their proponents. Perhaps most discussion was given 
to the theology of creation and continuing creation and the réle of man. 


Researchers Look to Theologians 

In the Bossey discussions it became evident that a growing number of researchers 

in the bio-medical field are worried about the ethical implications of their work 
(more) 
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and look for guidnnce from the theologians and philosophers. Yet few theologians 
are ready for a full scale dialogue and most are quite humble about the contri- 
‘bution they might make. 


"The Bossey Consultation definitely showed the wisdom of the Uppsala Assembly's 
decision to study Man", said Dr. Weber. “Classical theological approaches have 
a contribution to make, but they must be formilated in recognition of current 
bio-medical research, which means theology-in-dialogue." 


Subjects discussed at the consultation included codes of heredity and their mani- 
pulation, hormone research and drug experimentation, brain surgery and organ 
transplants, and other forms of human engineering in the bio-medical field. 

EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH PROTESTANT COMMENTS 
ON POPE'S ENCYCLICAL 


(Geneva) - A professor of Christian ethics at the Protestant Faculty of Theology 
in Paris has expressed the view that "no encyclical would have been better than 
this one". | 


Prof. André Dumas offered his comments on Humanae Vitae in the journal La Vie Pro- 
testante, published here. He stresses three weaknesses in the encyclical. 


First, the fragility of the concept of natural law. How is one to discern between 
the good orders in nature which should be respected and those which are destructive 
and should be suppressed? It is only by reason and by faith that we are able to 
draw this distinction. By substituting natural law for rational thinking and 
decisions based on faith, the encyclical exposes us to a grave danger. 


Secondly, the encyclical implies that the duty of perpetuating the human race has 
priority over all other values in the sex relationship - mutual affection and 
mutual hurt, reconciliation, fear. "The encyclical treats us as potential liber- 
tines who become wiser only through paternity", he writes. This classical Mani- 
chean concept ignores the richness of the sex relationship which the Bible describes 
as “knowing one another". 


Lastly, the Pope is in serious danger of wasting an authority which rests not with 
him but with the whole Church. The encyclical does not overcome any of the objec- 
tions mentioned in its opening paragraphs. The only solution it suggests is pro- 
gress in observing and understanding the natural rhythms. But the Pope is not 


a biologist. Ultimately the encyclical is a challenge to his own authority. 
EPS, Geneva 


WASHINGTON LUTHERANS SUPPORT 
DISSIDENT PRIESTS 


(Washington, D.C.) - Thirty-three Lutheran pastors in Metropolitan Washington have 
signed a declaration supporting 51 Roman Catholic priests who oppose Pope Paul's 
encyclical banning artificial means of birth control. 


Cardinal O'Boyle as: Archbishop of Washington has given the priests until 
September 14 to agree to "teach, preach and hear confessions in accordance with 
the encyclical". If they fail to do so, he will take punitive action, he has said. 


(more) 
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In their statement of concern for the dissident priests, ,the Lutheran pastors ore 
upheld the priests' right to disagree and urged Cardinal .0'Boyle to practice love... 
and restraint by not exercising discipline or sanctions against..the prelates. 


Meanwhile. trustees.of Catholic University of America are seeking to determine 
whether 1/7 professors violated their responsibilities to the university by their 
participation in .drafting,.signing and.soliciting other signatures to the, state 
ment opposing the encyclical... Although.they acted as..individuals, .their action 
was held to tie the university's name to the protest. 


Catholic University.is,.the only U.S. school holding a,Vatican charter. | va 
EPS, Cone 


POPE'S MESSAGE CALLS GERMAN 
CATHOLICS TO OBEDIENCE 


(Essen) - In a message read to 100,000 people at the end of the 82nd German — no 
Catholic Conference, Pope Paul VI urged them.to .be obedient. 


The church, said the message read by Julius Cardinal Dépfner, has taken aa 
important step towards renewal" with the Second Vatican Council. It does not 
hesitate to change forms in need of change. 


But many people today claim freedom "to announce their purely personal views with 
an authority they deny to the man on whom God has bestowed this charisma’... People. 
"would like to be free to,.think what they like in the church; but they forget. 
that it is only those who obey the teaching of the church who place themselves — 
fully in the service of truth". 
Referring to his encyclical, which was hotly debated at the conference, the Pope 
said: "...we had to give a serious but paternal message concamins the values of | 
human life, the dignity of marriage and personal affection". The overwhelming . 
majority of church people have accepted it, he said, in the firm conviction that. vi 
the ethical principles reaffirmed by it strengthen the Christian outlook and . 
readiness for self-sacrifice. ) 


Those attending a forum on "Marriage and the Family" had earlier challenged the 
Pope to reconsider his view of birth control. A resolution accepted by several, , 
thousand forum members assured the Pope that if he did so, this would notprove or 
detrimental to his ! ‘prestige and authority". ; 


EPS, Geneva. 


ZAMBIAN ‘BISHOPS RECOGNIZE 
BAPTISM IN OTHER CHURCHES 


(Lusaka) - After two years’ study of the question, the Roman Catholic.bishops, of. 
Zambia have decided to recognize the validity of baptism as practiced by, other ays 
churches. A person who can prove that he has been baptized in anokher eopkession 
will no yews be "conditionally" baptized. | q 


Churches affected are: Anglican,’ United Church of Siewkei i Gintindiness the ‘Pres 
Church of Scotland), Methodist, the Paris Mission, Plymouth Brethren, Church of 
Christ, Full Gospel Church of::God, ak cheyagpeiarel Church of St. saben ys eeagiaa Metho- 
dist i OTT ae = Dutch rarely . 


EPS, Geneva’ 
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LUTHERANS EXPAND BILATERAL ~ 
THEOLGGICAL DISCUSSIONS 


(Geneva) - Executives of the Lutheran World Federation took action to deepen the 
dialogue with Reformed churches, broaden the base of discussions with Roman 
Catholicism and open the way for a new series of conversations with the Anglicans. 
A possible dialogue with Orthodox churches was also endorsed. 


The way was opened for a Lutheran/Anglican dialogue when the Lambeth Conference 
responded affirmatively to "Lutheran ecumenical initiative". A series of four 
conversations is to take place over a two-year period, starting early in 1969. 
Seven from each side will discuss "the general mission of the Church in the world". 


The LWF Executive Committee approved the findings of a joint Lutheran/Reformed 
study cmmmittee which met here early this year to evaluate conversations held in 
Europe and North America. They also agreed to appoint a Lutheran/Reformed Joint 
Committee to deal with “practical implications of a theological consensus" and exa- 
mine the role of the LWF and World Alliance of Reformed Churches in the life of 

the younger churches. 


The second in a series of Lutheran/Roman Catholic talks is scheduled for 

September 15-19 at Bostad, Sweden to deal with "The World and the Church under the 
Gospel". In preparation for a dialogue on questions related to marriage, 12 Lutherans 
will meet possibly next spring in Geneva to compile Lutheran views on mixed marriage 
and the marital relationship. 


Preparations for Lutheran/Orthodox talks are continuing. 
EPS, Geneva 


JAPAN, BIBLE. SOCIETY 
SEEKS REGIONAL SUPPORT 


(Tokyo) - The Japan Bible Society, established 80 years ago and sustained over the 
years with the help of contributions from abroad, will become financially inde- 
pendent as of November, turning for support and co-operation to regional groups in 
Japan organized on an ecumenical basis. 


According to Rev. Shunzo Miyauchi, general secretary, more than 80 regional Japan 
Bible Society groups have been organized in the last year, drawing upon pastors 
and laymen of many of the more than 100 Protestant denominations active in Japan. 
In some areas, Roman Catholic priests are participating. 


The forging of new links between JBS and the churches is largely the result of an 
intensive campaign of personal visitation by Mr. Miyauchi and other JBS staff 
members, which has taken them into all parts of Japan. They have met with a wide 
range of individuals and groups, including those in education, social work and 
evangelism, YMCA and YWCA, and churches. 


Future plans call for selecting particular areas each year for concentrated pro- 


grammes making use of readers' clubs, movies, lectures, and research groups. 
EPS, Geneva 
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WORK CAMPERS CONSTRUCT arm ' 5ax9 PVAMSHTUL 
PORTUGUESE ECUMENICAL CENTRE oe oe TOY 


(Figueira da Foz, Portugal) - The first, building of a new ecumenical centre in...) 
Portugal is due.to be finished next month thanks .to. young people. from around the 
world. Some 22 worked throughout the month of August in a WCC-sponsored, Ecumenical 
Work Camp. They were joined for 10 days by 17 Canadian students and.sixPortu- 
guese who had been recruited by the YMCA. 


This is the second year that a WCC group has worked on the main building forthe... 
centre located on the slopes of the Serra da Boa Viagem... When it is finished .10... 
cabins will be built to house families or small» groups. bine phbe dene gaat geen 
A highlight of last month's work camp, programme was _a."roundtable" discussion , 

on August 23 to which citizens from the area were invited. A panel on "The Signi- 
ficance of the Ecumenical Movement in the Light of Uppsala, the Second, Vatican 3 
Council and Lambeth" featured a Roman Catholic monsignor, an Anglican canon, and... 

a Presbyterian theological professor. The Catholic Bishop of Coimbra was rep- . 
resented as were the major Protestant denominations. The Portuguese television . 
network carried a report on its news programme. 


The Ecumenical Centre plans a series of conferences for industrial workers, farmers, 
fishermen and tourists. They will offer lay training both within the life of the . 
church and in the life of the world. Another aim of the programme is "to witness 
to the reality and possibility of reconciliation which exists among people of . 7a 
various races, colours and creeds" 
The Centre has the support of the Methodist Church of Portugal, the Presbyterians — 
and the Lusitanian Church (holding Anglican affiliation), and individual Roman 
Catholics. Its director, the Rev. Frederick H. Bronkema, is a North American 
fraternal worker; associate director is the Rev. José Manuel Leite)‘pastor in'47 
Alhadas. The Centre is an associate member of the European Leiterkreis. 990°" axnaae 
EPS, Geneva . 
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ITALY'S WALDENSIANS CONSIDER 
ECUMENICAL ACTIVITIES 


tobitéc 
» «3 eqsl 
(Torre Pellice, Italy) - The General Synod of the Ghidenete Church, erent met here 
the latter part of August, was, challenged ina’ manifesto drawn’ up by a group of?“ 
young people to examine carefully what it means to’ preach the "agape of God" in'°/© 
our,day. Pastor Tulio Vinay of Riesa, Italy had preached on this aye abere ye bas 
The General Synod also heard a report on the WCC's Uppsala Aebeiy wich sh fe 
lined both the theological discussions there» and the»decisions on’political® °° od 
questions. Waldensian representatives on the WCC's Faith and Order Commission’™® 

and CCIA were urged to reflect the chureb! s views faithfully. : , STSAMS! 


In other ecumenical actions the Synod Po tite holding its 1969 session at» the «© 
same time and place as the Methodist Conference, on the understanding hee, at least 
some sessions would: be held: jointly. | Los > 205 ysul 


During the coming year, problems of the pastoral ministry will be discussed, ex- 
periments in ecclesiastical restructuring will be encouraged and small. congrega- 
tions are asked to assume more responsibility for their own affairs. Aid will be 
given to congregations seeking youth pastors. | 


The Rev. Aldo Comba presided over the synod. EPS, Geneva 
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MESSAGE OF CZECH CHRISTIANS 
ADVISES PATIENCE, "CONSOLIDATION" 


(Prague) - Support for the policies of President Svoboda and Alexander Dubcek 
and thanks for the moral force and unanimity of their fellow Christians are 
expressed in a message signed by 24 leading Czechoslovak Christians, both Pro- 
testants and Roman Catholics. 


The message is addressed to "All Christians in our Czech Socialist Republic". 
It was drawn up at a meeting of representatives of Christian churches held here 
September 2. 


"We thank all our constitutional representatives, headed by President Svoboda, 

who decided - in the interest of the life and honour of the peoples of our Socialist 
State - to take the course of gradually consolidating the situation that arose 
through the invasion of our state by some members of the Warsaw Pact", says the 
message. 


"We thank you, brothers and sisters, that during the trials of recent weeks you 
have shown so much moral force, caution, unanimity and self-sacrifice, and have 
taken care to avoid doing anything that might endanger a solution of this difficult 
situation", the church representatives continue. 


In the interest of "normalizing life", Christians are urged to protect their 
neighbours from all forms of "moral temptation and political error". They are 
advised to respond to events "not with anger and hatred but with patience, in 
order to overcome evil with good". 


Among the 24 signers of the message are: Dr. J.N. Ondra, general secretary of 
the Ecumenical Council of Churches in Czechoslovakia, and Dr. Frantisek Tomasek, 
Roman Catholic Bishop and Apostolic Representative in Prague, as well as leaders 
of all major Christian bodies. | 
EPS, Geneva 


TWO HUNGARIAN CHURCH JOURNALS 
COMMENT ON CZECH SITUATION 


(Budapest) - In the present "confused and oppressive situation" Hungarian Christians 
have been thinking of the churches in Czechoslovakia with "the deepest affection", 
according to an unsigned article appearing in Reformatusok Lapja, organ of the 
Reformed Church of Hungary. 


Referring to "times of similar difficulty" in Hungary, the writer says: "Both 

as Hungarian citizens and churchmen striving for peace, we can truly feel the 
significance of events in Czechoslovakia". The Hungarian churches have watched 
"with great sympathy and sincere hope" Czech efforts "to eradicate the mistakes 
made when the new social order was introduced. We also know the temptations that 
those carrying out these aims must have felt", continues the article, ment ioning 
people who "wanted to turn back the wheel of history to the old order". 


"In the present international situation", maintains the Reformed writer, "the 
maintenance of the Socialist order also means the maintenance of peace in Europe, 
and ultimately the strengthening of peace for the whole of mankind". The "fall 

of the Socialist power in any country" would have sown "the seeds of a world war". 


(more) 
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In a totally different vein, the weekly journal of the Lutheran Church in Hungary, 
Evangelikus Elet, is highly critical of Western politicians and journalists who 
dare to question the occupation of Czechoslovakia by five Warsaw Pact countries. 


"Those responsible for stirring up what happened in Czechoslovakia (and they have 
been at it for the last 20 years) are not in a position to raise questions", 
says an unsigned article in the Lutheran journal. 


Speaking of the cold war waged against the CSSR by many Western countries, Evange- 
likus Elet asks: "Why did they magnify the mistakes made in the Socialist countries 
and never mention the tremendous achievements? What were the many 'tourists' and 
reporters doing in Czechoslovakia in recent months? Were they not the ones who 
provoked the current situation? These questions should be answered by those who 


now question the churches in the East". 
EPS, Geneva 


WCC TO SUPPLY POST-WAR 
NEEDS IN NIGERIA/BIAFRA 


(Geneva) ‘— Damage’ to hospitals, schools, farms, and the entire social and economic 
life of Nigeria and Biafra by the civil war is to be surveyed by experts sent by 
the World Council of Churches to areas where the conflict has raged. There experts 
will.work,with the All Africa Conference of Churches and with other regional and 
national organizations. 


The purpose of the survey is to ascertain post-war needs for rehabilitating millions 
of people on both sides of the conflict and, after full consultations with church 
and. governmental authorities in» the different areas, to make recommendations that 
the member churches of the World: Council will be asked to finance. 


The need for initiating such a survey was stressed by a committee, chaired by 

Dr. Edler Hawkins of New York City USA (a member of the WCC's Central Committee), 
which met at the Ecumenical Centre September 10-11. The World Council has appealed 
for $3,800,000-in cash to aid victims of the Nigeria/Biafra conflict. The response 
to date amounts to some $1,200,000 which is already spent or committed to current 
relief programmes. 


Meanwhile, the churches, either on their own initiative or through the World Council 
in a joint effort with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), will 
continue to send medical supplies, powdered milk, and high protein food such as 
dried fish, to relieve starvation among civilians, especially children, on both 
sides of the war fronts. 


The ICRC has carried out 92 flights, delivering 778 tons of relief supplies, much 
of which was contributed by the churches through the World Council. 


- Red Cross flights were taking place nightly to Biafra, the committee was told, and 
a considerable amount of food was on its way by sea to the Calabar region now held 
by: the Nigerian Federal army. Both the churches and ICRC have stockpiled large 
quantities of food for transporting to famine areas. 


The committee learned that a body known as Nordchurchaid, representing church 
agencies in Denmark, Norway, Sweden, and Finland, was set up last month to fly 
relief supplies to the neediest areas in Nigeria and Biafra. It is an “integrated 
co-operative effort" with the Roman Catholic organization Caritas Internationalis 


end .¢ s (more) 


No. 34 - 19th September, 1968 4 


and Diakonisches Werk of the German Protestant churches. Some 174 flights 
carrying 1,700 tons of relief supplies have been completed. Priority was given 
in these air-cargoes to medical supplies, including blood plasma, and food. 
This material aid had enabled 320 feeding stations to be set up in Biafra where 
160,000 mothers and children are being fed daily. EPS, Geneva 


POVERTY WAR MUST MOVE TO PRIVATE 
SECTOR, U.S. CHURCH LEADER WARNS 


(Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania) - The top executive of the United Presbyterian Board 
of National Missions claims that bills now before Congress would so “institution- 
alize" the war on poverty that "it wouldn't be a war any more". And these bills 
"have every chance of passing", according to Dr. Kenneth G. Neigh. 


"If the poverty war is to be conducted, it must move to the private sector", 
said Dr. Neigh. 


The Presbyterian executive announced plans to assemble a force of church and 
secular leaders "to find ways in which the fiscal slack may be taken up" by 
the private sector. 


Predicting that part of the poverty war's ending will be a new attack on church= 
related programmes designed to help the victims of poverty, Dr. Neigh cited the 

cases of two United Presbyterian ministers who have come under fire for contro- 

versial programmes with which they were associated. 


Efforts have been made, he charged, to slander and discredit the Rev. John Fry 
of Chicago by a Senate subcommittee whose chairman "seemed bent on destroying a 
programme that was innovative and effective". The Chicago project, sponsored by 
the presbytery and individuals to rehabilitate two street gangs, recently lost a 
$927,000 Office of Economic Opportunity grant. 


Another minister, the Rev. Samuel Appel, has been charged with conspiring to eaenh 
Camden, New Jersey, young people how to incite police. 


The new attacks on the Church, Dr. Neigh warned, mean that "the Christ-inspired . 
hope for justice will be more difficult to maintain in the months immediately ahead". 
EPS, Geneva 


GLASGOW PROTESTANTS/ROMAN CATHOLICS MOUNT 
JOINT PROGRAMME AGAINST LAWLESSNESS 


(Glasgow) - The Church of Scotland's Glasgow Presbytery and the Roman Catholic 
Church are launching a campaign against local lawlessness. 


A joint report on the situation has been drawn up by a committee of the two churches, 
which expresses concern over the increasing wave of violent crime. And a ‘formal 
recommendation for church members to involve themselves actively in youth work will 
be made from Presbyterian and Catholic pulpits shortly. 


In addition, the Roman Catholic Church is sending into Glasgow 50 priests from all 
over Great Britain to lead 250 local clergy in a six-week mission against violence 
and crime among the city's young people. 


It is planned to enrol committed Catholic youth in the campaign. Their job would be 
to find and influence 10 other young people between 15 and 21 years who are on the 
fringe of lawlessness or who are even anti-social. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC PLEDGES FUNDS TO BUILD 
JORDAN REFUGEE SHELTERS 


(Geneva) - "Provision of emergency shelter before winter rain and snow arrive 
is the highest priority among the Palestine refugees in Jordan today", stated 
Mr. Richard Butler, Near East emergency secretary for the Division of Inter- 
church Aid, upon his return from a trip to Amman and Beirut. 


To help meet this urgent need, DICARWS in co-operation with the Near East Council 
of Churches has pledged funds for the immediate construction of 1,000 single- 
family prefabricated units in the Souf Camp near Jerash northeast of Amman, where 
some 1,600 families are living in tents. 


Specifications for a simple shelter have been drawn up, in consultation with the 
United Nations Relief and Welfare Agency, the Jordan Government and NECC officers 
in Amman. They will be circulated to Jordanian and Lebanese firms interested 

in supplying tenders for the contract. 


Several sample shelters have been under consideration by UNRWA and the Jordan 
Government for some weeks. Before any final decision was taken on the model to 

be supplied, all concerned wanted the comments and approval of the refugees them- 
selves. This came in late August in the form of written requests from the refugee 
leaders that they be supplied with moveable, prefabricated shelters. All efforts 
are now aimed at constructing as many shelters as possible before the rains begin. 


Mr. Laurence Michelmore, Commissioner-General of UNRWA, has said that the refugees 
in Jordan "will be exposed to extreme hardship in the coming winter unless their 
tents are replaced. But time is short and much remains to be done". 


Church World Service Contributes 


To date, DICARWS has received gifts and pledges from related agencies totalling 
$250,000, sufficient to provide at least 1,000 units. The largest gift is 
$100,000, which has come from Church World Service. (USA). 


In addition to the initial 1,000 units pledged by DICARWS, 2,500 shelters have 

been ordered by UNRWA for immediate erection. UNRWA is hoping to have funds for 
a total of 14,000 shelters which would replace the temporary tents provided for 
the refugees in the summer of 1967. These have been moved several times as the 


people were forced to flee from continued military action. EPS, Geneva 


NCC BACKS ECONOMIC BOYCOTTS 
OF FIRMS WHICH DISCRIMINATE 


(Houston, Texas) - The National Council of Churches (USA) has voiced support in 
principle for economic boycotts by churches against discriminatory purveyors of 
goods and services. A policy statement was adopted at the General Board meeting here. 


Decisions by churches and church agencies on where to purchase supplies and services 
should take into account the justice and equality of the businesses they patronize, 
the NCC said. 


Where evidence of “exploitation, discrimination or other anti-social behaviour" 

on the purveyor's part is discovered - and where other means to right these wrongs 
prove unavailing - a church agency is not only justified but required by "faithful- 
ness to its nature" to bestow patronage elsewhere. Such action should be announced 
publicly together with the reasons for it. EPS, Geneva 
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ACTIONS REQUIRED FOR CHURCH OF ROME 
TO ENTER WCC, FRENCH THEOLOGIAN SAYS 


(Nimes) - Two "tremendous changes" would be required in order for the Roman 
Catholic Church to become a member of the World Council of Churches, according 
to Prof. Roger Mehl, dean of the Protestant Theological Faculty of Strasbourg, 
France, 


First, the Catholic Church would have to decide to apply for membership, which 
would mean it agreed to regard itself as one church among many in the ecumenical 
realm. 


Secondly, the WCC Central Committee, and ultimately the next Assembly, would 

have to accept the application. This could be done only after the constitution 
had been "completely revised", especially the article stipulating that the number 
of delegates sent to the Assembly be in proportion to the church's membership. 


Professor Mehl's comments were contained in an article in the regional French 
Protestant newspaper Semailles published here. 


"T am frank to say that the entry of the Roman Church into the WCC seems. to 

belong to the logic of the ecumenical movement", wrote the distinguished Protestant 
theologian. "There can be no genuine ecumenism unless it includes all churches 
that invoke the same Lord." 


The WCC is not a church but a fellowship of churches seeking ways to unity, 
wrote Mehl, "The time has come to seek for those ways; a fraternal dialogue on . 


° ° ° e ‘aj 
a basis of equality is possible. EPS, Geneva 


DECENTRALIZATION OF YOUTH WORK 
IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA REPORTED 


(London) - One movement just getting wder way in Czechoslovakia, which may suffer 
a setback, is the re-establishment of Christian youth work. 


On the basis of information gained during a recent visit to the country; °Brian® 
Cooper writes in the September 5 issue of the British Weekly, published here: 


"As I learned from talking to Christians of various denominations when in Prague 
last month, the churches are hoping to re-establish distinctively Christian youth 
work, The national branches of the YMCA and YWCA are likely to be revived. 
Certainly the Roman Catholic Church, particularly strong in Slovakia, wants to 
build up once again effective systems for religious education of the young." 


Mr. Cooper also found "new dangers" emerging for the Church in that “religion is 
tending to become fashionable for many who have never been near a church for the 
past 20 years....Leather-jacketed youths wear crosses; religion is becoming a 
teenagers' curiosity, an esoteric cult whose mysteries are to be explored". 


He reports that the youth movement in Czechoslovakia no longer consists of one 
mass organization; "the erstwhile monolithic CSM has been decentralized; the 
scout movement has been revived as a separate youth organization; the Young Pio- 
neers have become autonomous..." 


The July issue of Czechoslovak Youth explained: "Various groups of youth felt that 
in separate organizations they could best satisfy their interests". EPS, Geneva 
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MISSION ROLE SEEN PASSING 
TO THE YOUNGER CHURCHES 


(Cincinnati, Ohio). - The essentially evangelistic task of 19th and 20th century 
missionaries has now passed to the younger churches around the world, a United 
Methodist missions executive declared here. 


Dr. Eugene L. Stockwell, assistant general secretary for his denomination's world 
missions division, said missions now have a new context and role - "to proclaim 
Christ and work for the humanization of men and of societies". 


He made the assessment at the organizational meeting of the United Methodist 
Board of Missions, formed by union of the former Methodist and Evangelical United 
Brethren mission Sa 


The world division will have four main areas of concern during the next quadrennium: 
» peace and international order, hunger and national development, Nip aid onl and 
the laity. abroad. 


The peace and international order emphasis will be world-wide, with a "primary 
focus on Asia during the next few years". 


"The Vietnam war must end", declared Dr. Stockwell. "The role of American power 
in Asia needs much exploration and exposure, and efforts must be made with Asian 


churches. to make contacts. with Christians in China." 
EPS, Geneva 


RHODESTAN SCM SECRETARY 
ELECTED METHODIST BISHOP 


(Gaberones, Botswana) - A 43-year-old African Methodist minister, the Rev. Abel 
Muzorewa, has been named bishop of the Rhodesia Area of his church succeeding 
Bishop Ralph E. Dodge. At the same»time, the delegates to the quadrennial session 
of the African Central Conference of the United Methodist Church elected Dodge 

a bishop for life. 


Mr. Muzorewa has been serving both as svat secretary of the Christian Council of 
Rhodesia and as travelling secretary of the Rhodesia Student Christian Movement. 
He formerly was pastor of Old Umtali Methodist Church and the Chiduku North 
Methodist Church, having received his academic training at Old Umtali Theological 
School and two U.S. Methodist colleges. 


Bishop Dodge, a former Methodist missionary, was deported from Rhodesia by the 
Smith regime in 1964 for his espousal of the rights of the black African majority. 
He had already served 12 years as bishop. Visibly moved by, the vote of confidence, 
Bishop Dodge expressed his gratitude and simultaneously announced he would take 
advantage of a provision allowing retirement at age 60. He has been named chaplain 
to Mindolo Ecumenical Institute at Kitwe, Zambia. 


Re-elected as bishops were Escrivao Zunguze (assigned to Mozambique), Harry P. 


Andreasson (to Angola), and John Wesley Shungu (to Congo). 
EPS, Geneva 
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MINNESOTA CHURCHMEN 
SUPPORT GRAPE PICKERS 


(Minneapolis) - Fourteen Minnesota religious leaders and 11 labour union officials 
have joined in calling on Minnesotans to refrain from buying California table grapes. 


They called for the boycott as a way of supporting California strikers in their 
efforts to pressure their employers to come to the bargaining table. 


The grape pickers, they said, are among the most exploited in the nation. They 
said the growers of table grapes, unlike growers that produce grapes for wine 
production, have continually refused to enter into negotiations with the United — 
Farm Workers Organization Committee. 


Religious leaders appealing to "members of our respective religious faiths to use 
their purchasing power on behalf of justice" included United Methodist Bishop 

Paul A. Washburn, Dr. Alton M. Motter, executive director of the Minnesota Council 
of Churches, and clergymen of the Disciples of Christ, the Episcopal Diocese of 
Minnesota, the Presbyterian Synod of Minnesota and Southeastern Minnesota District 
of the American Lutheran Chrrch. 


A similar appeal to Jews of Minnesota was made earlier by the state rabbinical 
association. 


Two Minnesota clergymen went to California to investigate conditions that led to 
the table grape boycott in the Twin Cities (Minneapolis and St. Paul). The Rev. 
Willis Merriman, associate executive director of the Minnesota Council of Churches, 
and the Rev. Edward Flahavan, interim director of the Office of Urban Affairs of» 
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of St. Paul-Minneapolis, made the trip at the 
invitation of the Twin City Fruit Terminal Association and other industry-oriented 
groups. 


Upon returning, the two said they had concluded that racism is one of the key 
issues in the dispute. 


"It is inconceivable to us that these farm workers would have been so long without 
protection, if they were white", they said. Most’ of the grape workers ‘ate Mexican- 
Americans, f j ; EPS, eee As 
UPPSALA REPORT WILL APPEAR bodseM .2-U ows Bae foadag 
IN PRINT NEXT MONTH 


(Geneva) - The official report of the Fourth Assembly of the. World Raney Eye 
Churches, edited by Norman Goodall with a preface by Eugene Carson Blake, | will, 

‘be off the press in October. The volume contains: section reports.and. discussion 
surrounding them, committee deliberations, an evaluation of the conference by... 
“the editor, the report of Central Committee Chairman, Ernest Payne, and texts, pis 
the most important speeches. Price of the 400-page volume is as follows; 

paper $3.50, S,Fr./DM 12.80, 25s.; cloth $4.50, S.Fr./DM 16.50, 32s... The,section 


reports SiGe: entitled Uppsala Speaks, will be available for. $1. 50, S. Fr. _/DM. 4.80, 


9s. Od. 
EPS, Geneva 
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FOURTH WCC MEDICAL TEAM 
LEAVES FOR NIGERIA 


(Geneva) - A fourth WCC-sponsored socio-medical relief team to work in the dis- 
tressed areas of Nigeria left here for Lagos on September 13 after receiving a 
briefing from staff members of the WCC and the International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC). 


The team, recruited in the United States by Church World Service, the relief 
agency of the National Council| of Churches, consisted of the following: . Dr. Lee 
Roger Rutherford, a physician of Chicago, and his wife, Barbara, a pharmacist; 

Mr. George C. Bibler, a maintenance man, and his wife, Virginia, a nurse, formerly 
at Belknap College in Center Harbor, New Hampshire; Miss Susie Miller, a nurse 

of Hyden, Kentucky; Miss Barbara rad Souder, a nurse of Elkhart, Indiana; Miss 
Mattie Ellen Tolley, a nurse of Ft. Sill and Tulsa, Oklahoma; Mr. John Y. Ellis, 
a mechanic who had resided in San Francisco. 


All four teams are employed by the Christian Council of Nigeria but seconded to 
ICRC. They were secured with the help of the WCC's secretary for teams, personnel 
and fraternal workers, the Rev. Kenrick Baker. 


The first WCC team, which left Geneva June 5, was international in composition. 
The second was composed of six Danes and the third was made up of five Norwegians. 
The latter two groups left in August (EPS No. 30). 

EPS, Geneva 


ISRAEL PAYS DAMAGES 
TO ADDITIONAL CHURCHES 


(Jerusalem) - Agreement has been reached between Israel and seven religious groups 
on compensation for war damage sustained during the Arab-Israeli conflicts of 1948 
and 1967. 


The agreements cover 32 church or church-owned sites; the repair costs total 
$1,500,000. 


Msgr. Boutros Shaya, vicar of the Chaldean Patriarchate, thanked the government 
for the settlements. Attending the formal signing were Father Serge Tchertkoff, 
administrator of the ecclesiastical mission for the Russian Exiles; and Father 
Joseph Berkers, A.A., superior of the Augustinians of the Assumption. 


Much of the damaged property is located on Mt. Zion in the no-man's land that 
formerly separated Jordan and Israel. It includes five cemeteries and the Silver 
Towers Hotel, owned by the Assumptionist Fathers. 


Earlier agreements signed last May (EPS No. 19) called for the repair of property 
of the Greek Orthodox Rape ace, the Armenian Patriarchate, and the Franciscan 


Sone ia one of the Holy Land. EPS, Geneva 


N.Z. STUDENTS WITHDRAW 
CONTRACEPTIVE MACHINES 


(Christchurch, N.Z.) - After a storm of public protests, students at Canterbury 
University here voted to reverse a former decision and not to install contraceptive 
vending machines on their campus. Prominent among the protestors had been 

Dr. Selwyn Dawson, president of the New Zealand Council of Churches. The use of the 
vending machine puts sex in the same category as candy, cigarettes and chewing gum, 
Dr. Dawson said. ; EPS, Geneva 
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"INDIANIZATION" OF CHURCH 
PERSONNEL IS URGED 


(New Delhi) - "Indianization" of church personnel was urged at a two-day ecumenical 
conference here of ministers and laymen which was sponsored by the Council of 
Christian Social Concerns of the United Methodist Church in Southern Asia. 


Noting that the number of foreign missionaries in India has increased since the 
country’s independence in 1947, the conference recommended that invitations to new 
foreign missionaries be based "on local needs for specialists and experts". 


In the keynote address to the conference, the Rev. Joseph R. Lance called on the 
churches in India to reinterpret the future of their missionary efforts "in the 
light of the stringent measures" of the government on the admission of missionaries. 


"We should look at new channels of recruitment for dedicated lay people into full 
and part-time service of the church", he declared. 


Father James Berna, a Roman Catholic priest, told the conference that a large and 
sudden reduction in the number of foreign missionaries "could do fairly serious 
damage" to the work of the Church "but would not be a crippling blow by any means". © 


The conference, which drew members from four denominations, was under the sponsor- 


i i hodist Bishop A. J. Shaw. 
ship of United Methodist Bishop J aw EPS, Geneva 


WORLD'S RESPONSIBILITY FOR VICTIMS 
IN NIGERIA STRESSED BY LAY ACADEMIES 


(Iserlohn, Germany) - The European Leiterkreis (Association of Lay Academies) have 
implored all concerned to stop the war in Nigeria and to take definite action to | 
get relief supplies to the victims of the fighting. 


At their annual meeting here, representatives of the academies discussed the situ- 
ation and pledged their resources to bring to public attention the world's respon- 
sibility for those who suffer. 


The group expressed shame for its ignorance of the facts and a lack of concern. - 
While aware that the break-up of Nigeria might lead to similar action in other 
African countries, the participants also expressed the belief that a continuation 
of killing "may produce an ingrained resentment on the part of the Ibo people, 
resulting in continuing guerilla activity which will bring nothing but trouble-in 
the future". 


EPS, Geneva 


TRANSLATORS FROM 17 COUNTRIES 
ATTEND. SEMINAR ON BIBLE WORK 


ee ee eee 


(Arnoldshain, West Germany) - Sixty Roman Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox Bible 
translators from 17 countries met here at a European seminar sponsored by the : 
United Bible Societies (UBS). The seminar, designed to bring participants up to date 
on translation principles, drew specialists from 16 European nations and the U.S. 


' 
Among the lecturers at the two-week seminar were Dr. William Reyburn, UBS erduslations 
co-ordinator; Dr. Jacob Loewen and Dr. Charles Taber of the American Bible Society; 
Prof. W.D. McHardy of St. Andrews University in Scotland; and Dr. Eugene A. Nida, 
USA. . EPS, Geneva 
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IN. BRIEF 


Dr. D.T. Niles, a WCC president and chairman of the East Asia Christian Conference, 
was inducted as president of the Methodist Church of Ceylon on 27th August at 
Colombo. Dr. Niles has just published an interpretive report of the ten years he 
headed the EACC as its general secretary. Its title is "Ideas and Services". 


* * *# 


“Eyes of Faith and Hands That Serve,- the Rediscovery of Humanity" will be the 
theme of the Christian Pavilion at Expo '70 to be held in Osaka, Japan. Sub- 
themes are (1) harmony by reconciliation and (2) progress by creation. In a state- 
ment of intention, the committee says, "The Christian Pavilion will be the ‘eyes’ 
for the whole exposition - for that huge "body' which will’ show the progress and 
harmony of mankind. The eyes are eyes of faith, eyes of hope, eyes of love. It 
will also symbolize Christianity as 'the hands' that serve and pray for mankind - 
hands lifted in prayer for justice, hands extended in service, hands joined in 
reconciliation". 


* * * 


Dr. Sigurd Aske, who has headed both the World Mission Department and the Broad- 
casting Service of the Lutheran World Federation for the last year, will resume 
full time duties in an expanded broadcasting directorship. Dr. Carl-Johan Hellberg, 
who has been assistant director of world missions and its Africa secretary, was 
named to the mission directorship. The change of positions is effective January 1. 


* * * 


"The findings of the Uppsala Assembly show that the Christian churches have come 
very close to the problems of mankind today. They can no longer be accused of 
being divorced from reality", said Dr. Hanns Lilje, Bishop of Hanover, Germany, 

in his report to the Board of the United Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Germany 
meeting in Berlin. "Uppsala was an important event in church history...those 
reporting on the Assembly should resist the tendency to speak disparagingly of it", 
said the newly elected WCC president. "Only in this way can the local churches be 
fully wns ene about what happened there, as a basis for forming an intelligent 
opinion.' 


* * * 


The Rt. Rev. Arthur Lichtenberger, presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church (USA) 
from 1958 until 1964, died on September 4 in Bethel, Vermont, at the age of 68. 

He had been a missionary to China, a teacher and holder of various ecclesiastical 
posts before he was chosen to head his church. When Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, then 
stated clerk of the Presbyterian Church USA, proposed a new effort at church union, 
Bishop Lichtenberger encouraged it in the face of criticism on the part.of some 
Anglo-Catholics: In 1961 on his way to the WCC's Third Assembly in New Delhi, the 
bishop became the first head of a non-Roman American Church formally to meet the 
Pope at the Vatican. 


* * * 


An increase of nearly 600,000 baptized members of Lutheran churches around the world 
in the last year has pushed the total number of Lutherans over the 75-million mark. 
While there were membership losses in some areas, the global increase offset a slight 
loss the year before. 


* fe * (more) 
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IN BRIEF (continued) 


The meeting of the Kirchentag (Church Day) in East Berlin, planned for 

September 27-29, has been cancelled. According to the Evangelical Press Service, 
authorities in East Berlin raised strong objections to it, saying the political 
situation in Berlin is extremely tense. 


* * * 


Methodist women in the USA contributed $14.3 million to missions and related causes 
during the fiscal year ending May 31, 1968, an increase of $445,779 or 3.2% over 

the previous period. Since 1941 a total of $250 million has been given by members 
of Woman's Societies of Christian Service and Wesleyan Service Guilds. The women's 
gifts have provided about 40% of the income for the denomination's Board of Missions. 


* * * 


Dr. Tracey K. Jones, Jr. of New York City has been elected general’ secretary of 
the Board of Missions of the United Methodist Church. He was formerly associate 
general secretary. He succeeds Mrs. Porter Brown, who is retiring. 


* * * 


A major Jesuit seminary in the USA, Weston College School of Theology, will move to 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, to share space with the Episcopal Theological School there. 
The two institutions will retain their distinct identities but will share library, 
classroom and other facilities. 


* * * 


A resolution calling for all Methodists in Great Britain to give a day's earnings 
for the relief of world poverty next Good Friday was passed by the Conference of the 
British Methodist Church recently. The money will be channelled through Christian 
Aid, relief agency of the British Council of Churches. 


* * & 


A main item on the agenda of the assembly of the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church 
to be held in October at Turku, will be a proposal that the Finnish Government levy 
a 1% tax on the country's gross national product to aid developing countries. 


* * * 


Responding to a questionnaire circulated by the Evanglical wing of the Anglican 
Church, some 850 clergymen have indicated they would not be willing to take part 

in the Anglican/Methodist service of reconciliation proposed when the two communions 
unite. Some 3,600 Evangelical clergymen were polled, 1,200 replied, and 850 said. 
they could not take part in the service. 


* * * 
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SOUTH AFRICAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
TERMS APARTHEID "A FALSE FAITH" 


(Johannesburg) - The South African Council of Churches, in one of the most 
challenging indictments of apartheid ever to appear in the country, has branded 
the concept of racial separation as a false faith hostile to Christian belief. 


A special theological commission of the council, appointed last year to study the 
implications of apartheid for the Christian Church and its adherents, made this 
judgment in its report issued September 20. 


It expressed deep concern about attempts to reconcile Christianity with "the so- 
called South African way of life". 


The South African Council of Churches includes all major Protestant denominations 
except the Dutch Reformed churches. 


Among the commission's findings: 


- "A thorough policy of racial separation must ultimately require that 
the Church should cease to be the Church." 


- The’ doctrine of racial separation, with its attendant hardships, is 
"truly hostile" to Christianity. 


- There are alarming signs that this doctrine has become for many South 
Africans "a false faith, a novel gospel". 


- The measure of conformity to the practice of racial separation in the 
life of the Church itself is "the measure of the Church's deviation 
from the purpose of Christ". 


Separate development, said the commission's report, was presented as a way for the 
people of South Africa to save themselves - a claim which conflicts with the 
Christian gospel's offer of salvation, both social and individual, through faith 
in Christ alone. 


It declared: "This false offer of salvation is being made in this country in the 
name of Christianity". 


South Africans are being taught that racial identity is the final and all-important 
determining factor in the lives of men, the report went on. 


"Without racial identity, it appears, we can do nothing. He who has racial identity 
has life. He who has not racial identity has not life", it said. 


"This amounts to a denial of the central statements of the gospel. It is opposed 


to the Christi i ity." 
fe) ristian understanding of the nature of man and community. EPS, Geneva 


CZECH THEOLOGIAN SEES CONTINUATION 
OF CHRISTIAN/MARXIST DIALOGUE 


(New York) - The dialogue between Christians and Marxists in Czechoslovakia, which 
had substantially increased during the first seven months of this year, cannot be 


stopped although the co-operation between the two groups will be slowed down by 
the military invasion. 


(more) 


a 
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This was the prediction of; the’ Rev. Jan Milic Lochman; Czech theologian who is 
teaching this’ year at Union Theological Seminary here. 


"Tanks are potent", he said, "but they are not omnipotent. The kind of human 
values experienced since January cannot be forgotten or struck down by pressure", 


Dr. Lochman said that the liberalization process launched by Alexander Dubcek 
and others brought an abrupt end to 20 years of anti-religious policies by the 
government. 


"For the first time in years we were able to speak as Christians", he said. The 
change went beyond mere toleration to the expectation that Christians had their 
own special contribution to make to the development. of a more humanized socialism. 


The government encouraged public debates between Christian and Marxist thinkers 
on how to further the "task of humanization", he reported. 


In fulfilment of long-standing plans, Dr. Lochman, a minister of the Evangelical 
Church of Czech Brethren, left Czechoslovakia with his family on August 29. 

He has been teaching at Prague University. After he has finished his assignment 

in New York, he will return to Prague before taking up new duties at the University 
of Basle in Switzerland. 


The theologian said both Protestant and Roman Catholic churches supported the 
liberal leaders from the outset, and that Christian theology was compatible with 
their aims because of its belief that "man is not the prey of history but has the 
capacity to shape it". EPS, Geneva 


WORLD METHODISTS MAP 
WAR’ ON HUNGER, POVERTY 


(Helsinki, Finland) - Methodists around the world, have been urged to become, active 
in the fight against the poverty that grips much of the globe. At the same time 
they were reminded of the "wide consensus" among Methodists. favouring planned 
parenthood and contraception as weapons in the battle. 


The actions came as the Executive Committee of the World. Methodist. Council. met 
here September 9-12, 


In other business, the committee, approved the opening of an office in Geneva, Switz- 
erland, no later than January of 1969, seated four youth members on the Executive 
Committee, approved the application of two churches for,membership,. and. reviewed 
plans for the World Methodist Congress to be held in Washington, D.C., in 1971. 


The actions on world poverty grew out of a year's study of the problem by a committee 
headed by the Rev. Kenneth Greet of the British. Methodist. Church. 


Resolutions adopted by the committee: 


- Appealed to "Methodist churches throughout the world to use every possible 
means of making the facts relating to world.poverty widely known"; 


- Asked member churches to urge their governments to work for "improved 
trading prospécts for developing countries" and suggested that Western 
nations must substantially increase expenditures for overseas aid and 
technical co-operation programmes; 

. (more) 
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- Urged young Methodists,to "offer a long or short» period of service 
to developing nations, particularly in the sphere of agricultural 
and rural developments; and 


- Called upon Methodist churches throughout the world to observe Alders- 
gate Sunday (in May) for the next five years as a day of fasting in 
"remembrance of the needs of the world's poor and hungry". 


The action approving the opening of a Geneva office for the World Methodist Council 
was unanimous. An interim secretary will serve until a permanent one can be 
selected. A budget of $24,000 for 1969-70 was approved and a committee named to 
choose a permanent secretary. 


At»present, there is a part-time secretary in London, the Rev. Max W. Woodward, 
and a full time secretary at Lake Junaluska, North Carolina (USA), the Rev. Dr. Lee 
F. Tuttle: 


Fuur youth delegates were added to the Executive Committee as a result of action 
at the World Methodist Congress in 1966. Seated were Eric Robin Mitchell, India;. 
¢ystein Brinch, Norway; MacLean A. Kumi, Ghana; and R. Michael Casto, Columbus, 
Ohio. 


Approved for membership in the World Methodist Council were the Methodist Church 
of Kenya and the Methodist Church in France, bringing the total membership to 23 


bodies’ in 90 ‘countries. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES RESPOND TO WCC 
APPEAL FOR IRAN 


(Geneva) - In response to an appeal for $100,000 issued by the WCC's Division of 
Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service, member churches ‘and; related agencies 
have promptly pledged funds to rebuild and equip clinics in areas of Khurasan 
Province, Iran, ravaged by earthquakes. | , 


Churches ‘in the’ U.S., Denmark, Norway, Australia, New Zealand, India, Malaysia 
and Switzerland have contributed $57,000. pay 


The agéncy of the Evangelical Churches in Switzerland (HEKS), together with the ~ 
Swiss branch of the Roman Catholic organization Caritas, contributed $33,000 
including a donation of $12,000 from the City of Zurich. The Christian Agency 

for Social Action of the National Christian Council of India sent’ $1,000 represent- 
ing one day's salary of each staff member. The Student Christian Movement at the 
University of Malaysia collected $213. | 


At the request of the Iranian churches, the sum of $10,000 has already been dis- 
patched by the WCC to pay for heating stoves needed in view of the approaching 
winter. Construction of the clinics will begin when plans have been submitted 
by governmental authorities and forwarded by the churches there. 


U.S. Lutherans Rush Aid 


From New York, blankets, clothing and medicines were rushed immediately to Iran 
by Lutheran World Relief, the overseas. aid agency for the Lutheran Church in 
America, American Lutheran Church and Lutheran Church-Missouri. Synod... 


Supplies consisted of 50,000 pounds of clothing, 2,000 blankets and. $30,000 worth 
of medicines. Half the blankets were provided by Church World Service. 
EPS, Geneva 
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CCIA DIRECTOR ASSESSES HUMAN RIGHTS 
SITUATION AT PARIS CONFERENCE 


(Paris) -.A proposal to establish the office of high commissioner for human rights 
within the United Nations should receive the full support of all non-governmental 
organizations at this session of the General Assembly, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, 
director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, said here. If 
it is not possible to obtain a high commissioner, Dr. Nolde proposed as an interim 
step the creation of a high post in the UN secretariat. 


In a speech concluding the international conference of non-governmental organizations, 
Dr. Nolde urged.that the General Assembly be encouraged to approve such an officer, 
and empower him to co-ordinate all the many actions to promote human rights within 
the UN. 


While he approved of the desire of many organizations to set high standards in the 
human rights field, the CCIA director urged the organizations to submit themselves. 
to "the discipline of the achievable". » 


In devising a strategy, greater emphasis should be placed on duties and responsibili- 
ties, education at all levels, open societies in which rights are "recognized" rather 
than "granted", and new efforts at both the regional and international levels. 


U Thant, UN secretary general, opened the Paris conference with a plea that non- 

- 
governmental organizations support ratification of various human rights conventions, 
particularly the one dealing with elimination of all forms of racial discrimination. 


Sharing the platform with U Thant, President Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia proposed the 
creation of a "register of crimes against humanity" and a special organization to 
examine them. He suggested that the register be under the International Court at 
the Hague... 


Representatives of 118 organizations from around the world attended the week-long 
meeting. They included women's groups, religious organizations, associations of 
economists, lawyers, educators, bankers, political scientists, student and youth 
groups. Representing the WCC with Dr. Nolde was Mr. Dominique Micheli of the CCIA. 


Kaunda Visits Paris Mission 
re 


While in Paris, President Kaunda paid an official visit to the headquarters of the 
Paris Missionary Society to meet the leaders of an organization that has sent 
missionaries to Zambia for the past 83 years. 


On’ this occasion he met Pastor Marc Boegner, well-known ecumenical figure, and the 
Rev. Charles Westphal, president of the French Protestant Federation, as well as 
other members of the society. The Paris Mission is the oldest of three missionary 
organizations now working in Zambia » EPS, Ceneva 


YOUTH NAMED TO CEYLON CHURCH COMMITTEES 


(Colombo) - Following the Uppsala Assembly, the Methodist Conference in Ceylon 
resolved that steps should be taken to ensure that 25% of all members of church 
committees and councils were under 30 years of age. 


EPS, Geneva 
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EACC. CONFERENCES ON URBAN, 
INDUSTRIAL MISSION SET 


(Hong Kong) - Two leadership courses on industrial mission and two conferences 
involving laymen engaged in urban situations were planned when the newly formed 
Regional Committee for Urban and Industrial Mission held its first meeting here 
last month. The committee was created by the East Asia Christian Conference 
Assembly at Bangkok last February. 


The leadership courses will be held at Kyoto, Japan, in 1970 and in Manila in 1971. 
The first layman's conference to consider "Industrial Relations in Asia" is 
scheduled for Kyoto in 1970, and the second entitled "Urban Planners in Asia™ will 
be held the following year. 


The regional committee, which is composed of "practitioners" in the urban mission 
effort, surveyed the work of more than 80 projects. They formed the nucleus of 

a team which will write a Handbook on Urban and Industrial Mission, ad they moved 
to strengthen the link with the Laymen Abroad project of EACC by proposing a co- 
operative study of economic development in Asia together with this group. 


Chairman of the regional committee is Dr. Masao Takenaka, professor of social 

ethics at Doshisha University in Kyoto. The region has been divided into a number 
of areas each represented by a committee member responsible for linking the com- 
mittee with national and local programmes in his area. The members are as follows: 
the Rev. M. Tomura (Korea, Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong), the Rev. H. Aguilan (Thailand, 
Philippines, Burma), the Rev. L.E. Styles (Australia, New Zealand), and the Rev. 
S.K. Biswas (Pakistan, India and Ceylon). 


Full-time secretary for the committee is the Rev. H.F.J. Daniel, who has left 
the Industrial Service Team in Bangalore, where he was presbyter-in-charge of the 
Cathedral, to set up his headquarters at 64 Holland Grove Drive, Singapore. 

EPS, Geneva 


AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES APPROVE 
SANCTIONS AGAINST RHODESTA 


(Sydney) - The Australian Council of Churches has commended its government for its 
announced intention to act in accordance with the UN resolution calling for the 
imposition of economic sanctions against Rhodesia. 


The Executive Committee of the council expressed the hope that Rhodesia's leaders 
"will recognize that their present course, in addition to denying rights to people 
of their own nation, poses a real threat to the peaceful development of their 
country and its neighbours". 


Australian churches were asked to pray for the churches of Rhodesia "as they 
endeavour to witness and’serve all the people of that country", and for the 
Rhodesian leaders and people. 


The Executive Committee recalled that the Christian Council of Rhodesia and the 
Roman Catholic bishops "have repeatedly repudiated the present course of the country, 


noting that ‘intimidation of both black and white is increasing in many insidious 
ig 
ways 


The statement has been communicated to Australian Government and Opposition leaders. 
EPS, Geneva 
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U.S. COUNCIL OF CHURCHES DISCUSSES 
ARAB REFUGEES, LAW AND ORDER 


(Houston, Texas) - A spirited discussion on the plight of Arab refugees followed 
the presentation to the General Board of the National Council of Churches of a 
report by specialists sent by, the NCC to survey the situation in the Middle East. 


The Rev. Raymond E. Maxwell of the Episcopal Church reported on refugee conditions; 
the Rev. Edwin M. Luidens, Reformed Church in America, analysed the "continuing 
causes of flight"; and the Rev. Rodney A. Sundberg, United Presbyterian Church, 
told of the reactions, of Arab Christians. 


The tenor of their findings was that the Christian Arabs displaced during the 
Arab-Israeli conflict in 1967, as well as, those homeless since 1948, feel that 
"justice is not being, granted to them either on their own terms or in terms of 
various UN resolutions". They also fear that Western Christians are "indifferent 
to their situation and even have betrayed them". 


In the discussion that followed the, presentation, objection was raised to the report 
as being "one-sided". . Another critic, said, it. was "all anti-Israeli with no anti- 
Arab" positions. 


Despite these objections, the.General Board. agreed that one copy of the report 
would be sent.to each of the 33 member churches in the National Council. 


On the controversial question of law and order, the board said: "If our nation is 
to be true to its heritage, the demand for law and order must be combined with a 
demand for justice, which is the objective of law, and for freedom, which is the 
purpose of order". Stating that an almost impossible burden has been placed upon 
the police, expecting them to be the guardians of the law with little training, low | 
salaries and small respect from the community, the document praises those police who 
have given heroic. service in situations of tension, and conflict. 


"Yet, in some cities, steps have been taken to suppress disorder by violence 

without any reference to redressing injustice", it said. The resolution stated 
that no meeting of the National Council of Churches will be held in any city in 
future without investigation of the policies and practices of the local police. 


Crisis in Education 


The basic problem on today's university campus is not so much student activism as 
student "conformity", the General Board told its member communions in a "Message 
to the Churches about the Crisis in Higher Education". 


The crisis is no isolated phenomenon but "symptomatic of a pervasive moral unrest 
in our society as a whole", said the Council. Causes of this unrest are scientific 
depersonalization, poverty and racism, the war in Vietnam and "disillusionment with 
the pleasure-seeking materialism of much of our culture", it declared. 


The General Board urged Christians to "listen to what young people are saying. 
The words may not seem right and we may not always agree, but we must listen 
seriously to their message", the statement said. 


Churches should support "the many faculties, administrators and students who are 
constructively seeking educational reform, experimenting in new directions and ex- 
ploring new frontiers of service to men". 


eoteb. . EPS, Geneva 
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NUMBER OF CONGREGATIONAL 
MISSIONARIES DECLINES 


(London) — A serious shortage of Congregational missionaries is reported in the 
newly published annual report of the Congregational Council for World Mission. 
This is the missionary branch of seven independent Congregational churches, the 
largest being that of England and Wales. 


The number of missionaries sent out by the council dropped from 163 in 1966 to 
147 at the beginning of 1968 and was due to hit 137 by mid-1968. © Chief causes 

of the decrease were retirements and resignations, with very few new appointments 
being made. 


"Thissis\a grave and disturbing development when the council has a list of requests 
from the churches overseas which it ought to fill, and when the missionary team 
sharing in the mission of some of those churches is much below what it ought to be", 
said the report. | 


Acknowledging that there are some areas where it is not easy to secure entry for 
missionaries, the report stated, "This must not be allowed to create the impression 
that missionaries are not wanted and needed. They are". 


The Congregational Council for World Mission was formerly the London Missionary 
Society. EPS, Geneva 


CANADIAN, U.S. ANGLICANS 
SET FIRST JOINT MEETING 


(Augusta, Georgia) - Bishops of the Anglican communion in the U.S. and in Canada 
will hold their first joint meeting October 20-24. 


Some 35 to 40 bishops from Canada will meet with the House of Bishops of the 
Episcopal Church in St. Paul's Church here. 


Agenda items will include assessment. .of the 10th Lambeth Conference of Anglican 
Bishops which met in London in August, and of the Fourth Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches. | 


Social issues common to U.S.A. Episcopalians and Canadian Anglicans willbe dis- 
cussed, as well as such common interests as overseas development, inter-communion 
with non-Anglican churches and relations with the Orthodox and Roman Catholic 
churches. 


The two groups will hold separate meetings to conduct business affecting their. 
respective churches. EPS, Geneva 


OKINAWAN CHURCH FORMS TIES 
WITH UNITED CHURCH IN JAPAN 


(Tokyo) - The United Church of Christ in Okinawa is scheduled to become a district 
of the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) when the latter holds its General 
Assembly at Fujimicho Church here October 21-24. To consummate the union, the 
Okinawan church will hold a special session of its assembly at the same time and 
contact will be made by telephone. 


For the past few years the Okinawan Church has been using Kyodan materials and 
sending ministers to Japan for training. Japanese is the official language, dating 
from the pre-World War II period when Okinawa was part of Japan. EPS, Geneva 
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YUGOSLAV BAPTIST PAPER 
LAMENTS CZECH SITUATION 


(Novi Sad) - A Yugoslavian Baptist publication, Voice of the Gos el, expressed 
its sympathy for the Christians of Czechoslovakia following its occupation by 
Warsaw Pact troops. 


"Consternation gripped the entire world when the news came from Czechoslovakia", 
said the Yugoslav report. "Neither can we keep quiet and undisturbed. There 

our brothers live, Christians|who love God. For a normal person, it is impossible 
to be, indifferent when he knows that a nation which has been fighting for her 
independence is now occupied," 


Referring to a group of Czech musicians who had performed in Yugoslavian Baptist 
churches shortly before the occupation, the journal said: 


"We are thinking of them now in particular, since we know the hardships and distress 
they are passing through. These same people, whom we had been wishing a happy 
return to their homeland, are now under the horrible pressure of the invaders", 

it continued. 


The article urged Baptists to pray for the Czechoslovakian people, and to assist 
any travellers stranded outside their homeland. EPS. Geneva 
> 


JAPANESE CHRISTIANS SEE CZECH CRISIS 
AS THREAT TO PEACE EFFORTS 


(Tokyo) - "The interference of the USSR in the affairs of Czechoslovakia may 
have a damaging effect on efforts being made by Japanese Christians on behalf 
of peace", the Executive Committee of the National Christian Council of Japan 
has«stated. The Council represents major denominations and Christian organiza- 
tions in Japan. 


Supporting wholeheartedly the statement on the Czech crisis made by officers of 
the WCC Central Committee (EPS No. 31), the Japanese Christian Council adds its 
own concern that these events “may lead our Japanese Government and the people 
to interpret it as a sign that our nation needs stronger security measures and 
military complement and equipment in order to ensure its peace and stability. 


"This would be in direct opposition to the serious efforts of our Christians in 
Japan to maintain true peace as evidenced in the spirit of our post-war Peace 
Constitution." 


Specific portions of the Constitution are cited, particularly Article 9 which 
says:>°".... land, sea’ and air forces, as well as other war potential, will never 


be maintained". 


The council's statement also terms any authorization of the use of military power 
by a strong nation over a weak nation "a direct threat to peace". 


"This is the way we interpret the present crisis. in Czechoslovakia in light of our 
present examples in Asia", the statement says. 


The United Church of Christ in Japan, voiced a similar concern.in a pronouncement 
which said in part: "At this time when world opinion is yearning for and asking 
for peace, the fact that the big powers out of pride in their strength have for- 
gotten responsible action and trample underfoot the hopes for peace is inexcusable". 
EPS, Geneva 
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STAFF CONSULTANT ON RACE 
APPOINTED BY WCC 


(Geneva) - Mrs. Rena Karefa-Smart has been appointed staff consultant to a WCC 
co-ordinating committee that will seek to implement the programme on racism 
approved by the Fourth Assembly at Uppsala. Chairman of the committee will be 

Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary. The staff consultant will work within 
the administrative programme of the Department on Church and Society. 


Mrs. Karefa-Smart has been research secretary in the WCC's Department on Co-opera- 
tion of Men and Women in Church, Family and Society. At the Uppsala Assembly she 
was the staff member who assisted the working party on racial questions, which 
included experts on race invited to the Assembly as advisers. She also worked 
with the sub-committee on racial questions within the Church and Society Committee. 


A member of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, Mrs. Karefa-Smart was 
honorary secretary of the United. Christian Council of Sierra Leone and lived in 
several countries in West and Central Africa before coming to Geneva with her 
husband, Dr. John Karefa-Smart, who is assistant director-general of the World 
Health Organization. She has lectured in the U.S. and Sierra Leone, been a staff 
member of the New York State Student Christian Movement, and been vice-chairman of 


the World Student Christian Federation. 
EPS, Geneva 


INDIAN STATE PASSES LAW 
RESTRICTING CONVERSIONS 


(Bhopal, India) - The government of Madhya Pradesh State has passed a law banning 
religious conversions by missionaries “through force, undue persecution, allure= 
ment or other fraudulent means". 


It also bans the conversion of girls under age 18 and requires that all new con- 
versions be reported to a local magistrate for investigation by the police. 


V.K. Saklecha, deputy chief minister of the state, said that 54 Indian and foreign 
missionaries of various denominations are active in tribal areas of Madhya Pradesh 
and that their work is "a threat to national integration". 


Referring to troubles with the Mizo and Naga tribes in the Northeast section of 
India, which are seeking the establishment of independent states, he blamed con- 
versions to Christianity for this trouble.. He said he did not want to see a 
similar situation created in the tribal areas of Madhya Pradesh. 


Other observers believe the tribal disturbances are due largely to cultural 
differences between the mountain tribes and the inhabitants: of neighbouring 


lowlands. The tribesmen claim they are exploited by their neighbours and. the 


overnment. 
ql EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH LUTHERANS /CATHOLICS CONCLUDE BAPTISM AGREEMENT 


(Amsterdam) - The Lutheran Church in Holland and the Roman Catholic Church have _ 
reached an agreement on the reciprocal recognition of baptism. Bernard Cardinal 
Alfrink of Utrecht and Synodal President Dr. P.R. Kok arrived at an understanding 
September 16 at Osdorp near here. Two Reformed Churches of the Netherlands had 
reached a similar agreement in July 1967 and January this year respectively. 


EPS, Geneva 
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PRESBYTERIANS ACCEPT FORMER 
DUTCH REFORMED MINISTERS 


(Capetown) .- The. General Assembly of. the Presbyterian Church of Southern Africa 
has voted to admit two former Dutch Reformed ministers who had previously left 
their churches. 


The action of the assembly at its meeting in Port Elizabeth involved the Rev. 
J.P. van den Berg, who left the Nederduitse Hervormde Kerk six months ago, and 
the Rev. T.N. du Toit, who withdrew in 1965 from the Nederduitse Gereformeerde 
Kerk after.a.clash with. church authorities. 


Mr. van den Berg had served a congregation in Johannesburg where he came into 

conflict with some lay leaders. Approximately 100 members of the congregation 
joined him in forming a new church which has also been accepted as part of the 
Presbyterian Church. 


A third Dutch Reformed minister has recently severed relations with the Hervormde 
Kerk. . He is Prof. A.S. Geyser, professor of religion at Witwaterstand University. 
He gave as his reason for resignation his opposition to an article of church law 


which bars non-whites from membership. EPS. ¢ 
» Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICAN MIGRATORY LABOUR SYSTEM 
DENOUNCED BY DUTCH REFORMED CHURCHES 


(Capetown) - The Federal Council of Dutch Reformed Churches of South Africa has 
denounced the country's migratory labour system as contributing to the "disinte- 
gration of family life of non-whites" and causing a moral "cancer...which must 
affect the whole social and religious life of all races in South Africa". 


The Council, which represents all the nation's Dutch Reformed Churches, has 
attacked this aspect of the apartheid laws before. The laws, which permit workers 
under certain conditions to enter areas normally restricted to whites, make no 
provision for their families to accompany them. 


In a new report on the situation, the Council points out that separation from 
their families leads the workers to cohabitation with other women and to an 
increase in homosexuality, to frequent fights and stabbings. 


It calls for a government investigation of the situation and for remedial measures. 
It also urges the churches, in conjunction with the state and the local communities, 


o undertake a more comprehensive missionary approach. 
. P y @PP EPS, Geneva 


KOREAN PRESBYTERIANS SEND 
MISSIONARIES TO ETHIOPIA 


(Seoul) - Two missionary couples are being sent to Ethiopia by the Presbyterian 
Church in Korea. One is a husband and wife medical team; the other is a minister 
with agricultural training whose wife teaches economics. 


Korean Presbyterians have 14 missionaries in five countries, but this is their 
first mission to Africa. 3 


The move came as a result of an invitation from Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia 
following his attendance at a service at Young Nak Presbyterian Church. 


EPS, Geneva 
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THREE TASKS CONFRONT U.S. 
CHURCH UNION CONSULTATION 


(Arlington, Virginia) - Three major tasks face the Executive Committee of the 
Consultation on Church Union (USA), according to the new general secretary, 
the Rev. Dr. Paul A. Crow Jr. 


Priority must. be given to the actual drafting of an acceptable union plan, he 
said. Work has already begun by a commission appointed in June. 


Secondly, there must be an awareness in the churches of emerging opposition to 
the consultation and its efforts, not only enaue the traditionalists who want to 
defend the status. quo, but also among those "who feel that radical steps pied 
be. taken to bring about a new kind of church". 

Finally, according to Dr. Crow, the consultation must give evidence in its own 
life that it is "aware of the emerging issues in American society". 


The next meeting of the executive body is scheduled for Chicago in early October. 
é EPS, Geneva 


OLD CATHOLIC BISHOP APPROVES 
FAMILY PLANNING IN PRINCIPLE 


(Zurich) - The Old Catholic Bishop of Switzerland, Bishop Kury,-has given -approval 
in principle to family planning and birth control. 


Commenting on the papal encyclical Humanae Vitae, he stated that family planning 
is part of the concept of Christian marriage in general, which derives its meaning 
not only from natural law but from the redemption and grace of Jesus Christ. 


Family planning and birth control are matters for the conscience of the married 
couple after serious consideration and with the advice of a doctor and a pastor. 


The present questioning of the Pope's teaching authority should not be a cause _ 
for self-congratulation, but should provide us with an opportunity - possibly in 
co-operation with Roman Catholic brothers - to examine anew the heavy attacks a2 


being made on teaching authority in all churches today. EPS = Geneva 
i 


ECUMENICAL ‘SERVICE FOR PEACE' 
PLANNED AT MEXICO CITY OLYMPICS 


(Mexico City) - An inter-religious "Service for Peace" on the evening of October 10 
will open formal religious observances related to the Olympic Games here. 


The service, which will precede the opening ceremonies of) the! Olympic Games by two 
days, will be held in the Olympic Stadium of the City of Sports on the southern 
outskirts of Mexico City. 


Its purpose will be "to demonstrate the religious co-operation of all Mexican 
churches and the desire of all people for peace", said the Rev. Robert. J. Jones,» 
rector of Christ Church (Episcopalian) in Mexico City and a member. of a commission 
of clergymen arranging religious services for the 19th Olympics. The commission is 
headed by Father Ignacio Diaz de Leon, a Roman Catholic priest. Other members aré a 
Lutheran, a,Jew,and.a.Greek. Orthodox. priest. ) EPS, Geneva. 
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CZECH PROTESTANTS VISIT 
GERMANY AND SWITZERLAND 


(Neuendettelsau, Germany) - A party of 100 Czechoslovak Protestants has paid an 
unexpected visit to the Lutheran Deaconesses' Home here to learn about the organisa- 
tion and methods of work of this church body. Although the visit had been arranged 
in July it was assumed that the group would not be able to leave their country. 
However, a telephone enquiry about the exit permit, made to Czech border authorities 
a few days before their departure, met with a positive response. 


The group, including members of parishes around Prague, also saw the Jan Hus 
memorial centre in Constance, Switzerland and was received in Ceneva by Pastor 
Jean-Pierre Jornod, general secretary of the Protestant National Church. One 
purpose of this trip, according to a participant, was to "make our contribution 


to the normalization of the situation in our country". 
EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Participants in a second international Lutheran-Roman Catholic theological conversa- 
tion held at Bastad, Sweden September 15-19 discussed "The World and the Church 

Under the Gospel". They noted that "both the emphasis on the laity and the focusing 
upon the churches’ task and responsibility in the world hold promise for further 
ecumenical discussion". The next in the series of conversations has been tentatively 
scheduled for Zurich, Switzerland in April 1969. 


* * * 


The national prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America has urged member 
churches to render moral and financial support to victims of the Nigerian/Biafran 
crisis. In a letter to parish priests Archbishop Hrant Khatchadourian pointed out 
the parallel between the starving children trapped in the Nigerian civil war, and 
the Armenian children, adults today, who suffered under Turkish persecution in the 
early years of this century. 


* % * 


Metropolitan Nicodim of Leningrad and Novgorod, director of foreign affairs for the 
Russian Orthodox Church, will visit Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, spiritual 
leader of Eastern Orthodoxy, the Ecumenical Patriarchate announced in Istanbul. 

The Russian prelate is expected to discuss preliminary plans for the forthcoming 
"Great Council of Orthodoxy" which the patriarch has said he will summon. 


* * * 


Five names have been put forth as candidates for bishop in a new diocese being 
created in the Church of Norway. To be called the Diocese of Borg with its 

seat at Fredrikstad, it is in the Southeastern section of the present Oslo diocese. 
Nominated for the new bishopric are: Dr. Per Lénning, 40, dean of the Bergen 
Cathedral; Prof. Andreas Aarflot, 40, of Oslo; Dr. Tor Aukrust of Hamar, 46; 
Rector Bjarne Odd Weider, 55, of Oslo, and the Rev. Reidar Kobro, 56, of Oslo. 
Selection of the bishop is expected early in November. 


k +k .& 
(more) 
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IN BRIEF (continued) 


The East German division of the Protestant, relief agency "Bread for the World", 
has. provided DM 100,000 for the victims of the earthquake in Iran. In addition, 
DM 100,000 were earmarked for each of India and Pakistan, where floods. and. storms 
recently devastated the countryside. . The relief shipments for Iran, sent in cor 
operation with the Red Cross in the DDR, contained medicaments, tents, blankets 
and clothing. The money for India and Pakistan will be spent mainly..on the 
purchase of dried-milk powder for women and children. 


* * * 


Four free church groups in Finland, all of which use the Swedish language, have... 

co-operated in producing an inter-faith newspaper, Free Church Contact. . The first. 
edition was published September 15. The 20-page paper took the place of the four 
separately published denominational newspapers: Message of the Cross, Pentecostal, 
with the largest circulation of the four; Evangelistic Testimony, Congregational; 
New Messenger, Methodist, and Missions Standard, Baptist. 


ee 
CORRECTION: Father Jorge Mejia, executive secretary of the’ Department of Ecumenism’ ” 
of the Conference of Latin American Bishops (CELAM); has informed EPS that’ it was’o" 
not he who granted non-Roman Catholic observers permission to take Communion at’ 
the recent Medellin conference (EPS No. 33) but the presidency of the conference’ 
composed of Juan Cardinal Landazuri Ricketts, archbishop of Lima; Antonio Cardinal 
Samoré of the Roman Curia; and Don Avelar Brandao Vilela, archbishop of Teresina. 
Father Mejia merely conveyed the decision to the observers. 


PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


Photos. shown, on the following pages are of WCC officers and of recent Gt Theis of. 
the Council and its member churches. They are available at a cost of $1. 25, 10/-d, 
Sw. Fr. 5.40, DM 5.-. 


(330) Officers of the newly elected WCC Central Committee were chosen when that 
body met August 20 immediately after the Fourth Assembly (EPS No. 28). They are:..., 
Chairman -,Mr. M.M.. Thomas (second from left),.a layman of Bangalore, India; 9 
General Secretary -, Dr.. Eugene Carson Blake (second from right); Vice-Chairmen — .; 
Miss Pauline Webb, a lay woman from London, and Metropolitan. Meliton of Chalcedon, ,. 
dean of the Holy, Synod. of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, of Constantinople. (331) One 
of the six new WCC presidents is His Holiness German, Patriarch of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church with headquarters in Belgrade, Yugoslavia. 


(332) Members of a WCC-sponsored Work Camp assisted in, the building of a new ecu- .. 
menical centre in Figueira da Foz, Portugal during the month of August. (333) The 
main, building for. the centre is due to be finished next. month (EPS No. 33). 


(334,335) Khurasan, Province in Iran was the scene of two severe earthquakes on re 
August 31 and, September 1 that demolished whole villages and prompted the WCC to appeal 
for $100,000 from member churches to finance a rehabilitation programme (EPS No. 33). 


One of the major ways in which the WCC has sought to minister to victims of the 
Nigerian war is through sending teams of doctors and nurses to the scene. (336) Six 
Norwegians left Geneva August 21 for Lagos to work for the Christian Council of 
Nigeria. (337) An international team sent June 4 included a German doctor, a Norwegian 


male nurse and a British relief worker. (338,339) Innocent victims of the conflict 
area haine fad: wrth: cunnliac neawvadoed he £he ahweshoac 
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EAST EUROPEAN CHURCHES REACT 
TO WCC's CZECH STATEMENT 


(Geneva) - Varied reactions have been received from East European churches in 
response to a statement by the officers of the WCC calling for the removal of 
foreign troops from Czechoslovakia. 


Replying to a cable from General Secretary Eugene Carson Blake (August 22) 
requesting an assessment of the Czech situation (EPS No. 30), leaders of the 
churches in Poland and Russia advised the Wcc officers to make no statement. The 
Patriarch of Bulgaria, His Holiness Cyril, indicated that his patriarchate would 
not intervene in political questions of this nature. The Reformed Church in 
Hungary replied that the question would be studied and a statement would follow. 


When,in the days following the entry of Warsaw Pact troops, enquiries were made 

as to the position of the WCC and requests for a statement came from within several 
member churches, the officers of the WCC did make a statement on August 28 in 

which they deplored the military intervention in Czechoslovakia, called for removal 
of the troops, and expressed concern and sympathy to the churches and people of 
Czechoslovakia (EPS No. 31). 


A number of reactions from East European churches have been received since the 
publication of that statement. 


His Holiness Alexei, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia, in a letter to Mr. M.M. 
Thomas, chairman of the WCC Central Committee, regretted the publication of the 
document because he doubted that sufficient reasons existed for the use of such 
"categorical" terms as "military intervention". 


"As everyone knows", wrote the Patriarch, "Czechoslovakia is a constituent part 

of the socialist fellowship. Czechoslovakia, the USSR, Bulgaria, Hungary, the 
German Democratic Republic and Poland are bound together by bilateral pacts of 
friendship, mutual assistance and co-operation both in ideological and practical 
issues, and they are all members of the organization of the Warsaw Pact, whose 
responsibility (as stated in the text of the agreements) is mutual defence of 
socialism and of the independence of these countries. It suffices to refer to the 
communiqué on the Soviet-Czechoslovak negotiations in Moscow published on August 27, 
which was prior to your own statement". 


The letter continues: 


"This communiqué said: 'The troops of the allied countries, being temporarily intro- 
duced into Czechoslovakia, will not interfere in bas inner affairs of the Czecho- 
slovak Socialist Republic’. 


"This statement - as we heard - is confirmed by the daily life in Czechoslovakia, 
which is governed by its constitutional organs headed by its legitimately elected 
leaders respected by the people." 


According to the Patriarch, the statement by the WCC officers interprets the "inter- 
vention" as opposed to the reforms in Czechoslovakia, while in the Moscow agreement 
of August 27 the reforms within Czechoslovakia undertaken by the leaders of the 
Communist Party there were supported. 


The Patriarch states that the temporary entry of the five allied armies was necessary 
for the protection of the socialist structure of Czechoslovakia, to avoid serious 
bloodshed and possibly an international military conflict. (more) 
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Georgian Church Regrets Statement 


His Holiness Efrem II, Catholicos-Patriarch of Georgia, also regrets the "hurried" 
statement of the WCC officers, saying: 


"All questions concerning the relations between the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia 
have found their clear reflection in the well-known Moscow agreement between the 
two governments, as well as the basis of these agreements - the measures taken for 
the normalization of the situation in Czechoslovakia". 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia sent a cable to Dr. Blake which declared: 
"The Evangelical Lutheran Church stands for peace in the whole world and for friend- 
ship and relaxation in the relations between peoples and cannot, therefore, share 
the viewpoint of the WCC in relation to the factual, situation in the Czechoslovak 
Socialist Republic (CSR)". 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Estonia, in a lengthy letter, states that no 
military intervention in the internal affairs of Czechoslovakia has taken place and 
that the five allies followed a request for help from personalities in the Czech 
party.and state. Dr. Hark, the deputy of Archbishop Tooming, underlines that the 
USSR has not objected to reforms. and the new course in the CSR which serves the 
wellbeing of the Czech people. The letter concludes: 


"We must take care that true peace reigns in Europe and also in,the CSR. This is 
not done with general phrases, dishonest words and a stimulation, of national emity 
between peoples, as can be inferred from the WCC statement of August 28". 


The Union. of Evangelical Christian Baptists in the USSR, in a letter to Mr. Thomas 
and Dr. Blake, raises objections about the use of the word intervention and states: 


"The troops. of allied countries which temporarily entered the Czechoslovak territory 
will not interfere with the internal affairs of the CSR, and the Soviet-Czech 
negotiations are being fulfilled". 


The letter, signed by President I. Ivanov, Vice-President S. Timchenko and I. Motorin, 
a member of the Presidium, ends: 


"We pray to the Lord to give us wisdom to continue Christian love for the Czechoslovak 
people, maintaining friendship according to the commandments of Christ, and praying 
that blessed life and prosperity of Czechoslovak people, will be established. This 

we have to remember in our supplications constantly. With Christian care and 
brotherly love we ask the World Council of Churches to recall the words of Jesus: 
"Blessed are the peacemakers'". 


The chairman of the Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church of Czechoslovakia, Metropolitan 
Dorotej, thanked the WCC for its statement and added: 


"The situation is becoming normal again and the work of our churches as well as 
other churches in the CSR is going on with the help of God and the collaboration 


of all Christians" 


The Romanian Patriarchate acknowledged receipt of the WCC statement and made it known 
to its government and the Orthodox faithful. It sent Dr. Blake a message issued to 
all Romanian churches saying: 


"Together with the whole nation, we express our solidarity with those who call for 
the re-establishment of the holy right of free development and for the independence 
of the Czech people". EPS, Geneva 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMISSION APPROVES 
JOINT DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 


(Vatican City) - A three-year programme of co-operation with the World Council of 
Churches on problems of world economic development was approved by Roman Catholic 
authorities at a meeting of the Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace held here. 


The study and education programme had been formulated by the Joint Committee on 
Society, Development and Peace last May and received WCC approval in dabyn et the 
Fourth Assembly in Uppsala (EPS No. 32). Secretary of the Joint Committee’ s 
office, located in Geneva, is Father George Dunne, S.J. 


The programme calls for an educational effort on development through church and’ 
secular media, the establishment of research teams on specific development issues 
on which further technical clarity is needed, national and regional consultations 
and projects, as well as studies on peace. 


The Commission's meeting in Rome was the first since the Beirut Conference, sponsored 
jointly by the WCC and the’ Pontifical Commission last April. The Vatican delibera- ~ 
tions were based on the work’ of four working groups. The first dealt with the task ~ 
of furthering theological thinking and social doctrine in the field of development ~~ 
and peace. The second considered the necessity of world-wide co-operation, follow- 
ing up recommendations made at Beirut. The third group examined problems of peace _ 
and international community ‘and the question of human rights. © The fourth group” 
discussed racism, revolution and violence. eins 


At a press conference Archbishop Angelo Fernandez of New Delhi stressed that the 
Pontifical Commission had fully endorsed the report of the Beirut Conference and 
said there was absolutely no contradiction between this report and the recent 
encyclical Humanae Vitae. The Beirut report said, "Churches and Christian agencies 
must emphasize the duty and right of parents to decide on the number of their 
children, taking into account, among other things, the claims of ‘the’ social sittiation. 
This also applies to the question of methods of regulating fertility which accord” 
with their conscience and religious convictions". 


Queried as to the impact of the encyclical on the problem of development, Archbishop’ 
Fernandez declared that the population problem had become "a psychosis" in some 
countries. In his opinion, the’ discussion had ‘put the problem of re pare con- 
siderably out of perspective. Planned parenthood, he said, was’ a "peripheral". ° © 
aspect, and he warned that the basic problems of development’ are in danger’ of tis 
sidetracked by undue emphasis on population limitation. ' 
EPS, Geneva — 


SEMINARY ENROLMENT UP : 
AT SOME U.S. INSTITUTIONS 


(Minneapolis, Minnesota) - Enrolments at nine Protestant seminaries in the state of. 
Minnesota are all larger this year than last, and the combined enrolment at the 


three institutions of the American Lutheran Church is the highest of any year since. 
1962. 


+3 


(In early. September, Princeton Theological; Seminary. in New Jersey. had reported the ai 
largest entering class in its 157-year history.) +> ido astosmon ! 


Dr. R.H. Hunemann, president of United Seminary, in) New Brighton,;»Minnesota, said»o! 
concern about the war and the whole political, system had’ prompted)some men-tos-—s + o/) 
(imorexynoe" ad+ to 5 
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consider the ministry "to find a better way". 


Experimental Programme at New York Seminary 


(New York) - An experimental programme departing from the usual seminary curriculum 
involving lectures, papers and credits has been launched by Union Theological 
Seminary, a non-denominational institution here. 


The Rev. Jeffrey W. Rowthorn, until recently rector of an Anglican parish near 
Oxford, England, has been brought in to direct a group of ten students who will 
pioneer the experiment during the new academic year. Mr. Rowthorn, who received 
his divinity degree from Union in 1961, worked for three years following gradu-tion 
in the Diocese of Woolwich on London's south bank, where he participated in a 
variety of efforts to relate the Church to the lives of urban residents. 


The details of the Union experiment are still to be defined, but it may include 

discussions and occasional lectures by resource persons from the faculty's major 
divisions - biblical, theological, historical and practical. There may be some 

tutoring in the manner of English universities. 


The new programme is a response to a student request made in May for more flexi- 
bility in the seminary's curriculum. 


This’ year, for the second consecutive year, nearly 15% of the total Union. student 
body is Roman Catholic. Most of these students are attending with the full support 


of their ecclesiastical superiors. 
7 EPS, Geneva 


GREEK CONSTITUTION PASSED; 
PROSELYTISM CLAUSE UNCHANGED 


(Athens) - The new Greek constitution, submitted to a national referendum on 
September 29, was approved by approximately 92% of those voting and opposed by 
7.3%. Some 23% of the citizenry did not vote. 


The final text submitted to the people omitted a controversial phrase which had 
stirred protests among both Greek Orthodox and Roman Catholics, It would have 
strengthened the restrictions against "proselytism" contained in the old constitution. 


Article 1 of the previous constitution had read: "The established religion in 

Greece is that of the Eastern Orthodox Church of Christ. The exercise of proselytism, 
as well as any other form of interference against the established religion, is 
“forbidden". 


The Holy Synod of the Greek Orthodox Church had suggested the insertion of “directly 
or indirectly or in any other way" after the word "proselytism", but the suggestion 
was criticized, and the synod then withdrew its proposal. 


Two amendments to Article 16 (on freedom of conscience) suggested by the synod were 
not incorporated in the final text. These amendments would have allowed only "the 
members belonging to it" to attend services in a non-Orthodox church and would have 
forbidden the employment of non-Orthodox teachers in Greek elementary or high 
schools except those established especially for those not members of the Orthodox 


Church. 
EPS, Geneva 
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HUNGARIAN CHURCH COUNCIL 
COMMENTS ON CZECH EVENTS 


(Budapest) - The Ecumenical Council of Churches in Hungary has»called on Christians — 
all over the world to help avoid a return to the Cold War "based on uncontrollable, 
and furious anti-communism and enmity against the Soviet Union" 


A seven-page statement on the events in Czechoslovakia was approved in principle 
by the Ecumenical Council at its annual meeting here on September 12. The full 
text of the statement appears in the Hungarian Church Press dated September 18, 
The Council includes Reformed, Orthodox, Lutheran and Free Churches in Hungary. 


Declaring their solidarity with “our Czechoslovak brethren", the Hungarian statement 
expresses joy over the fact that the peoples of Czechoslovakia "displayed in many... 
cases a more sober and calmer attitude than the bodies coming to their defence abroad. 


"The events of the last days fill us with joy", says the statement. '"We see that. 
the socialistic order of society in Czechoslovakia is on the way of development and | 
the prevailing forces are those which represent social progress and point towards... 
the future." 


Stating that member churches in the council had been asked for their views, the 
council attempts to understand the "historical and world-political realities" which 
gave rise to the latest developments. This is possible only if the Christian churches 
have “a proper view of the historic change that occurred in 1917", according, to, the. 
Hungarians. ails 
Acknowledging that "the socialistic order of society, like every other human 
endeavour, is...burdened with concomitant errors", the statement's framers maintain 
that "the builders of this new society are able to correct these mistakes". “Only” 
those who see "the achievements of the building up of the new Society" are entitled ~ 
to discuss the mistakes, they hold. scrattaA) 
In a reference to the use of force, the statement says: ''Any problem arising from. 
the co-existence of mankind can fundamentally be solved only by political means. 

We find any military solution regrettable and to be reduced, as far.as possible, ,to. 
a minimum". The socialist society aims at the avoidance of any resort to force, 
the statement says. "The fact that, in the given circumstances, it has been com-.... 
pelled to do so is due to the struggle fought with the representatives of the old 
order of society." 


TP 


Meo! 


Other sections of the document contain references to the close ties between Czech 


and Hungarian churches, and the new interest in a theology of revolution and humaniza- 


tion on the part of Christian theologians. 


"To call for the humanization of society and, at the same time, to stand on the,. <a 
_ ground of inhuman basic structures of society is a contradiction which inevitably ... 
leads to a conflict, as it has done in many cases in assessing the events in Czecho- 
slovakia", says the document. "We cannot escape the conclusion that the Sraah -. 
majority of Christian churches is still. under the spell of anti-communism." Al Me 
EPS, Geneva 
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PREMIER CRITICISES CLERGY 
WHO "PREACH POLITICS" 


(Capetown) - South African Premier John Vorster has attacked "pulpit politics" 
and "certain members of the clergy who use sermons for preaching politics". 


His warning followed detailed criticism of apartheid issued September 20 by the 
South African Council of Churches (EPS No. 35) and another attack by an Anglican 
priest at St. Mary's Cathedral, Johannesburg. .The Rev. J.W. Wimmer declared that 
the government could no longer control apartheid. He said no government could serve 
two masters and added that, in serving apartheid, South Africa's government had 
rejected God and could therefore’ not claim to be Christian. 


Premier Vorster commented: "These are serious allegations. I want to say to 
these bishops and ministers: your calling demands you preach the Gospel of Christ 
and not turn the pulpit into a political platform nor do the work of liberal, pro- 
gressive or united parties". (These are the three opposition parties.) "It will be 
a sorry day for South Africa if this becomes the pattern of the future." 


Bishop B.B.. Burnett, general. secretary of the South African Council of Churches, 
responded that Premier Vorster's own church frequently issued "apologia for separate 
development". Speaking in, his personal capacity, Bishop Burnett said, "I am an 
avid reader of information brochures put out by the Premier's own church — Neder- 
duitse Gereformeerde Kerk - and almost every issue carries some apologia for 
separate development in church and state.’ In 1950 the Dutch Reformed Synod laid 
down a blueprint for a policy of apartheid. 


"Are there to be different standards for different Christian bodies in South Africa?" 
asked Bishop Burnett. "The Premier seemingly objects to churches supporting any 
political party except his own." 


Bishop Burnett said he assumed Premier Vorster, as a Christian, sought a society 
based on Christian standards. "If he seeks to do this, then the Church is up to 
its neck in politics and cannot avoid it if it is trying to be obedient) to God." 


Subsequently, Anglican and Methodist clergymen, including the Anglican dean of 
Capetown and Johannesburg, criticized Premier Vorster's, stand... In a joint statement 
they declared apartheid a "false and fatal idolatry of race to be judged not by 
utopian dreams but’ by the word of God and its effect on ordinary people. The time 
has come when, for the preservation of Christian truth and the sake of the land in 
which we live, the policy of apartheid must be shown for what it is". 

EPS, Geneva 


AMERICAN BAPTISTS GIVE FUNDS 
TO ORGANIZE COMMUNITIES 


(Valley Forge, Pennsylvania) »- ‘The, American Baptist Home Mission Societies have 
approved a $200,000 grant to the Inter-religious Foundation for Community Organiza- 
tion (IFCO), a national coalition of Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jewish social 
agencies which raises money for mass~based community organization. 


The American Baptist grant, to be paid over a two-year period, is the largest "un- 
restricted" sum received to date by the year-old coalition. The Episcopal Church's 
Executive Council has pledged $700,000, provided the foundation can raise an 
additional $2.1 million. 


The Baptist grant was termed a "new style of mission contrasting with former patterns 
where white churches called the shots". EPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH BISHOPS TAKE MILD 
STAND ON ENCYCLICAL 


(London) - The Roman Catholic bishops of England and Wales, in a statement. issued . 
here September 24, said that artificial birth control is "against the plan of God" 
but upheld the primacy of conscience in making moral decisions. 


- 


They noted that the Pope's encyclical on birth control was a statement of principle, 
not a detailed, individual moral guide and that it does not contain "sweeping con- 
demnations" or threats of "damnation". 


"Neither this encyclical nor any other document of the Church takes away from us 
our right and duty to follow our conscience. But if we were to neglect the guidance 
of the Church, morality could easily become merely subjective. That would be 
disastrous." 


The bishops’ 2,500-word statement was drawn up after a’special meeting of the 
hierarchy under John Cardinal Heenan, Archbishop of Westminster, to formulate a 
common attitude to the encyclical and its implications. 


After noting that many husbands and wives have come to rely on contraception and 
"may now be unable to see that, at least in their personal circumstances, the use 
of contraception is wrong", the bishops state: "All should bear in mind the great 
weight which attaches to a pronouncement by the Holy Father. They should not close 
their mind but leave it open to the influence of the Holy High persevere in 
prayer.and be ready to follow His guidance when it is given” 


Austrian Bishops Stress Role of Conscience 


(Vienna) - Austria's Roman Catholic bishops said in a joint statement on September 23 
that Catholics who were limiting the number of their children "for ethical reasons" 
dictated by their own conscience may be admitted to Holy Communion without having 

to confess their practicing birth control as a sin. 


Church sources here said that the statement was a laboriously achieved compromise 
between Franz Cardinal K6nig, a leading liberal, and conservatives in the country's 
episcopacy. 


The Austrian bishops" statement follows the line taken earlier by the Belgian and 
German hierarchies in emphasizing the role of individual conscience. 


Canadian Bishops Vote 


(Winnipeg, Manitoba) - The Canadian bishops at their semi-annual meeting here 
formally approved the use of informed personal conscience by Catholics in deciding 
on the contraception issue. 


After four days of struggle and many drafts, some 70 members of the Canadian hier- 
archy issued a statement which (1) upheld Pope Paul's teaching on the prohibition 
of contraceptives as an ideal, and (2) also upheld the right of dissent which in 
effect will permit Catholics who follow their consciences in the use of contra- 
ceptives to receive Holy Communion without going to Confession first. 


EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES’ AID TO NIGERIA/BIAFRA 
HITS NEW PEAK IN SEPTEMBER 


(Geneva) - During the month of September aeroplanes chartered by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross airlifted into Biafra 1,250 tons of high-protein food 
and medical supplies, a substantial portion of which had been provided by the World 
Council of Churches and its related agencies. 


In the period between September |3 and 29, the Red Cross completed 141 flights from 
Santa Isabel on the island of Fernando Po. This brings the total ICRC flights to 
190 carrying 1,680 tons. 


During the same period (September 1-27) the Scandinavian churches’ agency called 
"Nordchurchaid" accomplished 189 flights in co-operation with the German Protestant 
churches and the Roman Catholic agency Caritas. Each flight carried an average of 
10 tons of food and medical supplies into distressed areas still under Biafran 
control. Total number of relief flights paid for by these churches is 283 and total 
tonnage is 2,830. These supplies consisted of such high-protein food as milk powder 
and stockfish as well as baby food and medicines. 


Medical supplies to equip four teams working in the distressed areas under Federal 
control were airlifted on August 20 by the WCC-related agencies. Total value of 
the shipment including the charter cost from Denmark to Lagos was $40,000. This 
was in addition to huge quantities of medical supplies and equipment carried in by 
each team. 


On September 28 Danish and Norwegian Inter-church Aid, collaborating with UNICEF, 
chartered a plane carrying 10.5 tons of medicines and food to Lagos. 


Church World Service (USA) has already shipped 325 tons of beans and medicines and 
10,000 blankets, and Norwegian Inter-church Aid has agreed to ship 500 tons of stock- 
fish and other high protein food to Nigeria from Scandinavia. The Red Cross is 
making every effort to move supplies rapidly from Lagos into the distressed areas 
to facilitate the work of the relief teams. 

EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN CHURCH COMMISSIONS 
EXAMINING SEXUAL ETHICS 


(Hanover) - Results of extensive studies now being made on sexual ethics will be sub- 
mitted to the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany by the middle of 1969. 
If possible, a memorandum will be drawn up for the council's approval. 


This information was contained in the 1968 report of the Council of the EKD, which 
will be given at the forthcoming regional meeting of the West German members of 
the Synod. 


Four commissions have been considering sex education, marriage, birth control and 
abnormal forms of sexuality. However, these categories proved inadequate, and it 
was decided to add several subdivisions including Christian tradition, men and 
women, pre-marital conduct and extra-marital relationships. 


Those responsible for the studies will express their findings in the light of the 
Christian concept of man, and will attempt “to show, in living contact with the 
present time, how the will of God can be accomplished". It is not intended to 
give directives to people in specific situations, but to offer general advice on 


how to make decisions of conscience in the light of the Christian faith. 
EPS, Geneva 
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NEW EXECUTIVES ADDED 
TO WCC DIVISIONS 


(Geneva) — Four new executives have been added to the staff of the World Council 
of Churches here and took up their duties on October 1. 


A missions executive of the Episcopal Church (USA) formerly on the WCC's staff 
returns to Geneva as secretary for urban and industrial mission in the Division 

of World Mission and Evangelism (DWME). He is the Rev. Daisuke Kitagawa, who has 
been serving in the Home Department of the Episcopal Church since 1962, first as 
executive of its domestic mission and then as head of the College and University 
Division. From 1956 to 1962 he was associated with the WCC's Department on Church 

and Society working first on the rapid social change study and then on race relations. 


The Rev. David M. Gill, an Australian Congregationalist, has been appointed secretary 
in the Department on Church and Society. Earlier in the year he was an administra- 
tive assistant. Formerly the study secretary for the Australian Student Christian 
Movement, Mr. Gill has studied at Hartford Seminary Foundation in Connecticut (USA) 
and at Melbourne College of Divinity and the University of Sydney in Australia. 


New staff member in the Department of Communication is the Rev. Wilbert Forker, an 
ordained Methodist minister who has reported for Reuters international news service 
in the West Indies. A native of Portadown, Northern Ireland, Mr. Forker received 
theological training at Edgehill Theological College, Belfast, and went to British 
Guiana (now Guyana) in 1959 for the Methodist Missionary Society. He edited Advance, 
the monthly paper of the Methodist Church in the Caribbean, and was a correspondent 
for Reuters in St. Vincent and Barbados. 


Mr. Bevin Leslie Fitzsimons, a consulting accountant of Auckland, New Zealand, has 
joined the staff of the Ecumenical Church Loan Fund (ECLOF). A member of the 
Anglican Church, Mr. Fitzsimons was on the staff of the accounting firm of Price, 
Waterhouse in Wellington, was accountant for the New Zealand Opera Company and 
lectured at Victoria University before moving to Auckland in 1966. He will become 
secretary of ECLOF upon the retirement of Dr. Laszlo Ledermann at the end of this 


So EPS, Geneva 


ITALIAN PROTESTANTS REJECT 
SPECIAL PROTECTION FOR RELIGION 


(Rome). - The president of the Federation of Protestant Churches in, Italy, the 

Rev. Mario Sbaffi, has expressed gratitude for. Roman Catholic efforts, to include 
the protection of Protestants under provisions of the Penal Code. At the same time, 
he reported Protestant opposition to anv special protection on religious: grounds. 


He referred to efforts by the Roman Catholic Organization for Ecumenical Activities 
(SAE) to change Article 402 of the Penal Code so that in future, penalties would be 
provided for those who hold in. contempt not only the Catholic faith but all other 
faiths without discrimination. 


In an interview with the Protestant. weekly Nuovi Tempi, Mr. Sbaffi stated that the 
Council of the Federation of Protestant Churches rejects the idea that the laws of 
the state should accord special protection for "persons and matters pertaining. to 
religious beliefs", It would prefer the abrogation of the right of penal protection 
for any church. 


EPS, Geneva 
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ECUMENICAL YOUTH PROJECTS 
INCREASE BY 25 PER CENT 


(Geneva) - Some 800 young people from more than 40 countries have participated 
this year in 46 ecumenical service projects sponsored jointly by the Youth 
Department of the World Council of Churches and national youth councils in various 
countries. 


There were 28 projects in Europe, eight in Africa, seven in Asia and three in 
Canada. | 


In comparison with 1967, the number of projects increased by more than 25%. 
Social service projects and those requiring manual labour rose in equal proportions. 


Young people engaged in social service worked primarily with old people and 
mentally retarded children. Exceptions, however, were two pilot experiments which 
proved especially successful. A group of several projects was set up at Rendsburg, 
Germany to call the population's attention to a specific problem such as ecumenism 
and underdevelopment. The second experiment was a Christian education summer 
programme for children aged 8 to 14 in an industrial area (Belfast, Northern 
Ireland). 


In the traditional "pick-and-shovel" workcamps, the volunteers helped to build 
youth centres and summer camps or took part in redecorating parish halls and slum 
dwellings. The opportunity to live together in a close-knit community with common 
goals helped to create a Christian spirit which made its influence felt in the 
outside community. Projects were welcomed as "true signs of ecumenical presence". 


A fifth long-term project sponsored by WCC's Ecumenical Youth Service began in 
Brazil on September 1. Fifteen skilled volunteers from Asia, Africa, Latin America 
and Europe are engaged in a 10-month effort to build up basic social services in 

a new settlement in the Amazon forest. Eventually 400,000 persons are expected in 
this community, but at present 48 families are pioneering in clearing the land and 
making the area habitable. The young volunteers will make sure that a social infra- 
structure is provided, including medical services, rural engineering, animal 


husbandry, etc. EPS, Geneva 


FREE CHURCHES TO CO-OPERATE 
WITH BRITISH COUNCIL 


(London) - A carefully worked-out agreement for closer collaboration between 
Great Britain's Free Church Federal Council and the British Council of Churches 
has been approved by the former, and it will be submitted to the latter this autumn. 


The Free Church Council is slightly older but a much less broadly representative 
body than the British Council of Churches. Inevitably their parallel development 
has resulted in considerable overlapping and duplication of effort. 


Under the proposed agreement, the BCC will be regarded as the body normally 
responsible for considering matters of common Christian concern. The FCFC will 
at times authorize Free Church representatives on the BCC to bring to the latter 
matters which have been submitted to the FCFC by government or by its own 
constituency. 


The following matters will remain as the business for the FCFC: the appointment 
of hospital chaplains and representatives to various commissions, safeguarding Free 


Church interests in education, and representation at official and public functions. 
EPS, Geneva 
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WCC's EUROPE SECRETARY 
VISITS HUNGARIAN CHURCHES 


(Geneva) - The newly appointed European secretary of the WCC's Division of Inter- 
church Aid, Refugee and World Service, Dr. Heinrich Puffert, paid his first exten- 
sive visit to the churches in Hungary from September 17 to 29. 


Dr. Puffert was received by the chief of the Protestant Division of the State 

Office for Church Affairs, Mr. Brnak, who assured him that the state fully acknowledged 
the helpful role of the churches for the life of the society, the relevance of an 
ecumenical and friendly relationship between the churches in Hungary, the importance 

of ecumenical visitors to Hungary and of the participation of Hungarian churchmen 

in the commissions of the WCC. 


The WCC official met with the Ecumenical Council of Churches in Hungary, 

composed of representatives of Reformed, Lutheran, Orthodox and Free churches. 
Also he conferred with various bishops and other church leaders, saw six diaconial 
institutions, and paid a visit to the Reformed Theological Academies in Budapest 
and Debrecen and the Lutheran Academy at Budapest. He conducted Sunday services 
at the Lutheran Bishop's Church there and the Reformed Church in Tureksenticlos. 


Giving his impressions of the Hungarian visit, Dr. Puffert said he was deeply 
impressed by the ecumenical atmosphere among the churches in Hungary, by the 
intensive theological re-thinking of the role of the Church in the changing 
society in a socialist country, by the Christian faith, hope and love visible 
in the life and work of the congregations and those holding responsible church 


positions. EPS. Geneva 


HANOVER SYNOD CLEARS WAY 
FOR LAY MINISTERS 


(Hanover) - The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hanover has taken action to make 


it possible for a lay Christian to become a pastor without undertaking theological 
studies. 


The church synod agreed to admit to the ministry anyone who had devoted more than | 
10 years of his life to the service of the Church. Before nomination, such a 
person would spend a certain period working with a pastor or assistant pastor. 

The new arrangement will enable toe Church’to make use of qualified laymen in 
alleviating the current shortage of ministers. EPS, Geneva 


EPISCOPAL COUNCIL URGES 
AGENCIES TO AVOID CHICAGO 


(Greenwich, Connecticut) - The Episcopal Church's Executive Council urged a one- 
year boycott on church meetings in Chicago and instructed its staff not to schedule 
any meetings under its jurisdiction in that city. 


The boycott resolution deplored "the violence" in Chicago during the Democratic 
National Convention, condemning both "the excessive provocation which was evident" 
and "the efforts of the city administration to justify the violence of the police". 


Tom Wand, a 19-year-old college student who, as a member of the National Episcopal 
Students' Committee, had been invited to attend the Executive Council meeting, 
made the initial motion for the boycott. - EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIAN PEACE CONFERENCE WILL 
CONTINUE DESPITE DIFFERENCES 


(Paris) - Despite "substantial and deep-seated" differences of opinion within their 
organization, leaders of the Christian (Prague) Peace Conference have agreed to 
continue to "work together constructively for peace". 


Meeting here October 1-4, the Working Committee and the International Secretariat 
drew up a communiqué setting forth their agreements and disagreements on the causes 
of the recent events in Czechoslovakia. The CPC includes influential Christians 
from both Eastern European countries and other parts of the world. 


"Participants from Asia, Africa, Latin America, Western Europe and North America 
think that the Czechoslovak people under the leadership of the Communist Party of 
their country had begun to formulate the shape of a socialism of the future", states 
the communiqué. They therefore "deplore the fact that brakes have been applied to 
this development and feel undue pressure is exercised on the Czechoslovak leaders" 


This group felt that the events since August 21 had "set the clock back for the 
progress of socialist humanism in the world and has helped to reinforce the trend 
towards police states in many Western countries". Small states heretofore dependent 
on big powers for their defence are now "forced to seek to become more and more self- 
sufficient in armed might", says the statement. 


Other participants at the Paris meeting disagreed with this view. They saw the events 
of August 21 as a logical result of agreements between the Warsaw Pact countries 

which have as their goal not "occupation" of Czechoslovakia but the prevention of 

a crisis which would lead to civil war "and would favour the action of imperialist 
forces and lead to terrible consequences for peace and security in Europe and through- 
out the world". 


According to the communiqué, all participants affirmed "the fundamental right of 
the Czechoslovak people as a sovereign nation to shape without interference from 
outside their own future in freedom within the socialist world". ; 


They also agreed on the need to prevent "reactionary forces" from exploiting the 
difficulties in the socialist camp for "their self-aggrandizement". 


"We should seek to prevent recent developments from setting the trend towards an 
accentuation of the cold war and acceleration of the arms race", said the communiqué. 
It also reaffirmed a previous stand taken by the Christian Peace Conference that 
"existence of military blocs is an obstruction to lasting peace, and that all steps 
be taken to enable the blocs to enter into negotiations to reduce world tensions". 


Disagreement was voiced, however, on whether the withdrawal of troops from Czech 
soil was conditional upon the normalization of the country, or whether it was necessary 
before normalization could take place. 


The participants concluded their statement with this sentence: "We reaffirm our 
determination to continue together in the name of Christ our struggle for peace 
with justice and dignity for all mankind". 


EPS, Geneva 
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PROGRAMME OF ASSISTANCE SENT OUT 
FOR CZECHOSLOVAKS IN AUSTRIA 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches has sent out an appeal for aid to Czecho- 
slovaks now living in Austria following a request from the "Aid to Czechoslovaks 
in Austria Committee" of the Austrian Ecumenical Council. 


The appeal for five tons of winter clothing and U.S.$80,000 will help provide: 


- an information centre in Steingasse for Czechoslovak citizens who 
wish to return home or seek temporary employment in Austria or 
travel to other countries, 


- a temporary hostel in Vienna for 50 bachelors, 
- a family centre at Salzerbad for 50 people, 
- special provision of food for young children, 


- medical care and drugs for those in need. 


Mr. Christopher King of the Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
of the World Council said in sending out the appeal that the "transit assistance" 
already being provided by the churches in Austria will be continued and winter 
clothing for those unable to bring clothing with them will be provided by the 
churches. . 


The project has received the support of the Lutheran World Federation, which will 
request member churches to support the appeal. 


Agreement has been reached with "Caritas Austria", the Roman Catholic welfare 
agency, to co-ordinate the "aid" programme to Czechoslovaks regardless of their 
religious affiliation. 

EPS, Geneva 


TURKISH OFFICIALS VISIT 
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH 


(Istanbul) - For the first time in several years, Turkish officials visited 
Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, spiritual leader of Eastern Orthodoxy, here. 


The 83-year-old Patriarch received newly-elected Mayor Fahri Atabey of Istanbul 
and Faruk Akcel, director of the Department of Reconstruction. At another time, 
he was visited by two members of Parliament, Kassim Gilek and Refik Erturan. 


The content of the conversations was not revealed, but it was said that discussion 
concerned various problems of the Greek Orthodox community in Istanbul. 


The last reported conversation of Patriarch Athenagoras with government representatives 
was in 1965 when he met with three Turkish officials sent to examine the records of 
the Patriarchate and the 56 churches in Turkey affiliated with it. 


Our New York correspondent reports: 


Archbishop Iakovos, former WCC president, attributed improved relations between 
the Turkish government and the Patriarchate to friendly talks which took place 

between Greek and Turkish aides in late summer. 
| , EPS, Geneva 
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AUSTRALIAN TEAM RECRUITED 
FOR NIGERIA/BIAFRA SERVICE 


(Sydney) - A medical team of five Australians is scheduled to leave this month 
for the Nigeria/Biafta war zone. 


The team will spend a minimum of six months caring for war victims and the starving. 
They are to leave Sydney by air on or about October 21. 


The team includes four nurses: Miss Jennifer Brett of Brisbane, Anglican; 

Miss Robyn Perrin of Melbourne, Anglican; Miss Sybil Smith of Melbourne, Pres- 
byterian; Mr. Ken Dale of Sydney, Baptist. Also the Rev. Noel Flint of Sydney, 
business manager, Church of Christ. A doctor from Great Britain is due to join 
the team. 


Recruited by Australian Inter-church Aid, the team joins four World Council of 
Churches teams already operating in Nigeria. In the field, it will work under the 
direction of the International Committee of Red Cross. 


Expenses of the team, its medical supplies, transport and salaries will be met 
by Australian Inter-church Aid. It is expected to cost Aus. $50,000, including 
medical equipment and supplies over six months. 


In Nigeria the team will work as a mobile medical unit travelling in areas where 

there are substantial concentrations of refugees. They will take responsibility 

for distribution of some food relief supplies. Their main responsibility will be 
caring for wounded civilians, helping control disease and improving hygiene. 


The Australians will travel first to Geneva for briefing and equipping at WCC 
headquarters. Then they will move to Lagos for assignment to refugee camps. 
EPS, Geneva 


SPECIAL YOUTH FORUM TO PRECEDE 
WORLD YMCA COUNCIL MEETING 


(Geneva) - The Fifth World Council Meeting of YMCAs to be held in Nottingham, 
England from July 23 to August 3, 1969 will be preceded by a Young Members’ Forum 
attended by 120 young people (17 to 23 years of age) from local YMCAs in. various 
parts of the world. This is the first meeting of younger representatives to be 
scheduled on a world-wide basis by the YMCA. 


"We are making a special effort to see that young people are included in the 

official delegations of national movements", said Dr. Fredrik Franklin, secretary 
general of the World Alliance of YMCAs. "However, those at the Young Members’ 

Forum who are not named delegates will still be seated with their national delegations 
at the council meeting and have a right to speak but not to vote." 


Approximately 400 delegates will attend the World Council Meeting as representatives 
of national YMCAs, and some 200 additional persons will be present as guests. 


As preparation for those attending the two meetings a 56-page workbook has been 
produced and will be available in French, German, Spanish and English. 


Materials for discussion have been grouped under the following headings: Youth has 
a new importance; The communication of faith needs a new language; International 
co-operation has a new dimension; The age of technology brings new opportunities —- 
and new dangers; Urbanization calls for new structures and programme3 Inter-faith 
relationships require a new understanding; Christian unity has a new urgency. 

EPS, Geneva 
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JAPANESE, U.S. CHURCHMEN 
CONFER ON SECURITY PACT - 


(Tokyo) - The issue of security in general and the Japan-U.S. Mutual Security 
Treaty in particular were the subject of a joint consultation sponsored by the 
Japan National Christian Council and the National Council of Christ in the USA, 
in Tozanso, Gotemba, September 17-20. 


The discussions reflected the Japanese delegates' tendency to believe in the 
efficacy of unarmed neutrality, whereas American delegates were more apt to - 
recognize military power as having a necessary function in and contribution to 
security. 


In the closing session, delegates agreed that study should be continued, at various 
levels, on the major topics of security and development. Continuing committees 
were named to carry on the exchange of materials and to consider a possible further 
consultation. Statements on "World Views of Asia - 1968", "Security", and "Develop- 
ment", drawn up by the consultation, will be réleased shortly. 


The Japanese delegation of 19 persons was led by Prof. Yoshiaki Iisaka, chairman, 
JNCC Department of International and Social Affairs; the North American delegar 
tion of 11 members by Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer, director, NCC-USA International 
Affairs Programmes. Professor Iisaka and Dr. Bilheimer opened the consultation 
with papers on "Views of the World" and chaired the plenary sessions. 


Economic development was seen as being a major factor in national security. Prof. 
Kikuo Yamaoka of Waseda University stressed the importance of taking into account 
local economic, as well as social and cultural, characteristics. 


Prof. Kimihide Mushakoji of Sophia University challenged the consultation to. think 
in terms of new forms that will provide security for small. powers, to replace their 
present dependence on the military presence of big powers. His tentative suggestions 
as to a plan of regional security based on the consent and co-operation of smaller 
powers stimulated the most discussion and forward movement within the consultation. 


The meeting was a continuation of the dialogue started three years ago when 
Japanese Christians sent a peace team of five members to the U.S. to discuss with 
American Christians the issues of the Vietnam War and world peace. 

EPS, Geneva 


THREE U.S. GROUPS APPROVE 
COMMON NICENE CREED TEXT 


(Washington, D.C.) - Common versions of the Nicene Creed, the Gloria and the Sanctus 
have been agreed upon by representatives of three major liturgical commissions in 
the U.S. and will be submitted to their parent bodies for approval. 


The three groups, which worked out the common texts, were the Commission on Worship 
of the Consultation on Church Union, composed of nine Protestant denominations; the 
Inter-Lutheran Commission on Worship, representing five Lutheran bodies; and the 
International Committee on English in the Liturgy, a Roman Catholic committee under 
the direction of the episcopal conferences of 12 English-speaking countries. 


A major change in the Nicene Creed involves the use of "we" instead of "I", This 
follows the Greek texts of the creed rather than the Latin. A similar change had 
been suggested for the Church of England in its recently proposed booklet of Modern 


Liturgical Texts. EPS, Geneva 


No. 37 - 10th October, 1968 


U.S. "DISCIPLES" FORM 
THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


(Kansas City, Missouri) - Fourteen leaders of churches and church councils parti- 
cipated in ceremonies on October 1 marking the official inauguration of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 


WCC General Secretary Eugene Carson Blake and Dr. James L. Stoner representing 
the National Council of Churches (USA) were among those in the procession at a 
reconstituting service which signalled the end of the International Convention. of 
Christian Churches as "a brotherhood of congregations in the U.S. and Canada". 


The Disciples had worked together for nearly 120 years through self-governing 
agencies instead of a general office. A final vote on restructure, climaxing 10 
years of discussion and negotiation, took place on September 28. 


In the new church, local congregations retain their right to own and control 
property, employ their own ministers and participate financially as they see fit. 


The new moderator of the church is Dr. Myron C. Cole, pastor of the Hollywood- 
Beverly Christian Church in Hollywood, California. 


Conscientious objection to "a particular war" was approved by the general assembly 
by a 2 to 1 margin, reversing a decision taken last year. The WCC's Fourth Assembly 
in July had taken similar action (EPS No. 27). 


In other actions the assembly: 
- affirmed support for men and women in the armed forces; 


- appealed to the U.S. Government and other nations "to replace those 
elements of their foreign policy which depend on massive retaliation 
through destruction and use of force of arms" and place greater 
emphasis on policies ministering to human need; 


- commended Congress for prohibiting sale of hand-guns, rifles and shot- 
guns by mail; 


- acknowledged that while "some expressions of civil disobedience are 
irresponsible, in certain circumstances a Christian may be called to 
disobey a particular law"; 


~ supported the right of farm workers to organize; 


~ urged congregations to study the work of the WCC as reflected in reports 
of its Fourth Assembly; 


- approved (with some objections) a report on the denomination's $2 million 
urban crisis programme mentioning funds given to the Poor People's Campaign 
and a California church where the Black Panthers, a group of young, militant 


Negroes, have met. 
. EPS, Geneva 


ENROLMENT IN CZECH RELIGIOUS CLASSES RISES 


(Vienna) - More Czechoslovak children were registered for religious instruction at 
the beginning of the new school year than at any time in the recent past, according 


to a report published by Volkslatt of Vienna, a Roman Catholic daily. The newspaper ~ 
said its information came from Bratislava. The report said the occupation of Czecho- | 


Slovakia had not diminished the earlier high hopes for religious liberty. 


EPS, Geneva 
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ANGLICAN ARCHBISHOPS CHANGE 
TIMETABLE FOR UNITY VOTE 


(London) =—°The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have announced a new timetable 
for the votein the Church of England on the scheme for Anglican/Methodist unity. 


A timetable had been* jointly agreed upon over a year ago, calling for a final 
vote to be taken at the May session of the convocations of the Anglican Church 
and at the Methodist Conference in July 1969. 


Nowithe archbishops propose that in May 1969 convocations should: consider proposals 
submitted to the: diocesan conferences, and that the final.vote should not be taken 
untilsa special session of» the convocations:during the week of the Church Assembly 
in July. 

The timetable was said to enable the "semi-final" advice of the convocations to 
precede the referendum which would in turn be followed by a final decision. 


It is reported that the Methodists had not been notified of the change in plan. 
ty EPS, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL » SEMINARY 
MOVES TO WARSAW 


(Warsaw) - Thanks to the generosity of fellow Christians in Europe and the USA, 
the United Theological Seminary opened its doors here on October 1. 


Formerly located in.Chylice, the seminary moved into new quarters provided by 
the Polish Lutheran Church, 


Funds to equip the building came in response to a listing in the WCC Inter-church 
Aid Division's project list. The request had the support of the Polish Ecumenical 
Council. 


Responses to the appeal came from churches in Sweden, the Netherlands, Finland, 
Germany, United Kingdom and two churches in the USA: the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) and the United Presbyterian Church. 


Among the 100 students who registered for the new term are members of the Lutheran, 
Reformed, Pentecostal, Baptist, ‘Adventist, Methodist, Old Catholic and Orthodox 
churches. 


Ceremonies were held in September to mark completion of the second phase of con- 
struction at the new Lutheran headquarters where the academy is now housed. 
Bishop Andrzej. Wantula of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession 
presided on this occasion. Pastors of other Polish churches participated. 

| EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN WEDDING HALL FOR JAPAN 


(Tokyo) - Japan's first Christian Wedding Hall was opened at the Christian educa~ 

tional institution Aoyama Gakuin on September 1 in time for the rush of autumn 

weddings. The new three-storey building offers complete facilities: a chapel 

for the ceremony, Fecept ron rooms, banquet hall, beauty shop, wardrobe rental 
service and photographer's studio. In the chapel an altar and cross are set against 

a background of stained glass windows. “EPS, Geneva 
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ECUMENICAL LEADERS ADDRESS 
ROMAN CATHOLIC BUSINESSMEN 


(Brussels) - Two prominent ecumenical leaders addressed the World )Congress of 

the International Christian Union of Business Executives (UNIAPAC), -an- association 
of Roman Catholic laymén, which met here from October 2 to 5. Subject of the 
conference was "The Enterprise and the Entrepreneur in Today's World". 


In a brief address to the more than 400 businessmen attending the meeting, Drs Eugene 
Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, stressed that the ecumenical movement is "as 
much interested in the renewal of the Cuurch and the churches as it is in theirwo! 
unity". It is clear, Dr. Blake said, "that Christian faith» now must ‘enter more: « 
fully into the fabric and design of man's activities, economiaes social and political, 
in the world". For the Church to do this successfully, "it must do it through you, 
your thinking and your taba = not, I dare suggest, by training more theologiags 
to become amateur businessmen". 


Noting that UNIAPAC had "from the start" been "on the ecumenical way by drawing 
togethér under Jesus Christ Christian entrepreneurs from all over the world",» ; 
Dr. Blake said the question was whether both the World Council and UNIAPAC should 
now "catch up with the times and become more fully ecumenical" by joining more 
intimately "in promoting the Christian ends which we both support". (The WCC is 
already co-operating with the Roman Catholic Church on Faith and Ordér questions ) 
in the Joint Working Group, and on social questions with the Pontifical’ Commission 
Justice and Peace.) 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, former WCC general secretary and now honorary president, 
stressed the "necessity to reach a real dialogue between those who. are responsible 
for the enterprises which have a decisive influence on'men's lives and the 
churches which are striving to fulfil their mission of being the defenders and wposte 
advocates of men...." 


The creativity of the technological era,-Dr. Visser 't Hooft emphasized, "opens 
up magnificent horizons to humanity, but on a single condition: that we do not 
accept the choice of accomplishments and priorities being imposed by an automatism, 
according to the principle that everything which is technically possible must be | 
done - but that we demand that this choice be made on the basis of a responsible. 
decision concerning ‘the true well-being of men". 


While a particular enterprise can be described in terms of economic creativity, 
"we must go further and add that...it could not be creative in the economic field 
if it were not at the same time creative in the social field". This includes 
working out new Bixustuxes which could satisfy modern man, "“enamoured of liberty. 
and dignity", Dr. Visser "t Hooft stressed. 

It is not the churches‘ oA9P to make detailed proposals concerning these new __ 
structures, Dr. Visser 't Hooft stated, but the churches are "unanimous in witnessing 
that all Christians must make a huge appiet of imagination to elaborate a more 

human society". 


UNIAPAC participants adopted a statement at the close of the conference affirming 

that ''a Christian view of business implies, that. the development of. personality. goes 
together with a concern for efficiency... Indeed, business is just as mich a place 
where man is created by his work and co-operation with others as where wealth is 
created for others. The entrepreneur must develop in himself the qualities and 
competence required by creativity and progress, and also cultivate a moral conscience \ 
which will give his actions a Christian dimension". . EPS, Geneva . 
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TWO BRITISH MISSIONARIES 
KILLED BY NIGERIANS 


(Lagos) - Mr. and Mrs. Albert Savory of the Church Missionary Society were killed 
during the recent fighting at Okigwi, which Federal Nigerian forces captured from 
the Biafrans. 


They came originally from Portishead, near Bristol in England, and had been in 
Nigeria for some 20 years. In, May they returned after leave to help distribute 
relief supplies provided by the World Council of Churches. 


Our Geneva correspondent writes the International Red Cross Committee here has 
stated that the Savorys were with a medical team at the local hospital when the 
Federal forces reached the city. They were ordered from the hospital which was 
clearly identified as a Red Cross hospital. On leaving it the Savorys and the 
medical team were surrounded by soldiers one of whom loaded his rifle and fired 
before an officer could intervene. 


The Federal Nigerian Government has ordered an official enquiry into the incident. 
EPS, Geneva 


THREE MORE SPANISH CHURCHES 
DECIDE NOT TO REGISTER 


(Geneva) - Three Protestant churches in Spain, whose combined membership numbers 
more than half of all Spanish Protestants, have agreed not to register as "con- 
fessional associations" as prescribed by the religious liberty law which went into 
effect in June 1968. At the same time they stated their readiness to unite their 
efforts to promote religious liberty and agreed to consult each other before having 
dealings with government authorities. 


Churches making the agreement are the Spanish Evangelical Church, the Spanish 
Evangelical Union and the Reformed Episcopal Church. 


To date, churches that chose not to register have met no difficulties. For example, 
the Baptist Union has opened three new places of worship in the provinces of Carta- 
gena, Valencia and Madrid. 


Word has also come that the Seventh Day Adventists will be allowed to broadcast for 


one half-hour a week on the national radio network. 
EPS, Geneva 


FINNISH YOUTH CRITICAL 
OF CHURCH STRUCTURES 


(Helsinki) - Simultaneous with the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Finland, a youth synod is being held here to deal with the same themes as their 
elders are discussing. 


According to the Finnish church newspaper Kotimaa, the young people intend to make 
several radical proposals to the adult body dealing with revisions in church 
structures. ? 


These include: abolition of the enlarged Bishops’ Council, renewal of synodical 
councils, centralized economic administration for the church, and revision of the 
Prayer Book to make it understandable to everyone. Separation from the church should 


be easier to obtain and the use of church taxes should be reconsidered. 
EPS, Geneva 
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WCC LEADER WELCOMES PROPOSALS 
MADE TO WORLD BANK 


(Geneva) - Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, has voiced his approval of proposals to aid developing countries made . 
by Mr. Robert S. McNamara in his first speech as president of the World Bank. 


Asked by Ecumenical Press Service to comment on the McNamara address, Dr. Blake. said: 


"Mr. McNamara proposes a greatly augmented loan programme by the World Bank, which 
should help to speed up economic growth in the developing countries. His emphasis 
on agriculture and education and his concern with the problem of population control 
are important and welcome features of World Bank policy. 


"Mr. McNamara does not refer directly to the problem of outmoded and unjust social 
structures which, in the views of many Christian social thinkers, have been the 
greatest obstacle to needed economic development. While it is true that such 
political and social issues do not fall within the purview of the Bank, the question 
of relating World Bank policies to the search for new and viable social institutions 
based on a new understanding of human welfare in a world perspective becomes » 


increasingly urgent." apse Gees 
> 


NEW VIEW OF MISSION OUTLINED 
AT AUSTRALIAN CONSULTATION 


(Sydney) - While the number of people in Australia who have never heard the gospel 
is increasing, financial and personnel support for the Christian mission remains ~ 
inadequate and present educational materials do not reach a ‘sufficiently large © 
proportion of PEDP RES 


These were among the conclusions contained in a report prepared at a national 
consultation on missionary education sponsored by the Australian Council of Churches. 


Many church people have an out-dated view of mission and the missionary task, 
according to the report which is being sent to church mission and Christian education 
agencies throughout Australia. 


Mission is "God acting", says the report, and "Christians, pone ener in the new 
humanity in Christ, are called to be agents of change, related to man's 5 quest” for 
a truly human existence. 


"The agents of change must see their work in terms that are both personal and social", 
said the consultation. “They mst be prepared for involvement in the struggles of 


humanity for such goals as economic justice, political freedom, human rights, adequate 
education and health." 


Not only individuals but every local congregation must accept responsibility within 


the mission of God for the (missionary) work, both at home and overseas, it was 
stressed. 


The consultation, arranged jointly by the Council of Churches’ Divisions of Christian 
Education and Mission, was attended by 25 persons including educators from state 
agencies. 


EPS, Geneva 


No. 37 - 10th October, 1968 11 


CHURCHES CONTRIBUTE TENTS, STOVES 
TO IRANIAN QUAKE VICTIMS 


(Geneva) - The Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service has 
forwarded $10,000 to Tehran for the purchase of heating stoves to be distributed 
by the Red Lion and Sun Society (Iranian Red Cross) to victims of the Iranian 
earthquake. 


Some 1,000 family tents valued at. $52,800 are in process of being sent to Red Lion 
and Sun by Christian Aid, relief. agency of the British Council of Churches. An 
additional 200 round tents representing $12,750 were sent by truck from Germany 

on October 4, the gift of the Innere Mission and Hilfswerk of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany. 


Cash contributions and pledges. from church organizations in reply to the WCC's 

appeal (EPS No. 33) now total $81,197. The WCC had asked for $100,000 to finance 

a share in a rehabilitation programme for those made homeless by the earthquake. 
EPS, Geneva 


SPAIN'S ROMAN CATHOLICS 
SET COURSE ON ECUMENISM 


(Madrid) - The Centre for Oriental Studies here will celebrate its 25th anniversary 
by joining with the Pontifical University of Comillas in Spain to sponsor. a. course 
on ecumenical theology. The course will be inaugurated here November 4 by the 
Archbishop of Saragossa, Msgr. Cantero, who is president of the Spanish Secretariat 
for Ecumenism. 


Three non-Roman Catholics will lecture, including Bishop Ramon Taibo of the Spanish 
Reformed Episcopal Church. 


During the month-long course, lectures will be given on Orthodox. theology, the 
Reformation churches and pastoral problems of ecumenism. The latter include such 
subjects as mixed marriage, inter-commmnion, religious liberty, and the biblical, 
liturgical and mission aspects of ecumenism. RPS, Céeneva 


AMERICAN METHODISTS 

AND CATHOLICS CONFER 

(San Antonio, Texas) - Representatives of the United Methodist Church (USA) and 
“Roman Catholics have approved procedures to guide future meetings between the two 
communions at a meeting here. 


The joint group also approved for the agenda of the next meeting an analysis of 
statements on Christian unity from the two churches. 


Following the meeting, Mr. Robert Lear, regional information officer of the United 
Methodist Church, said: "A list of ae basic issues in the ecumenical dialogue 


will be considered at future meetings". 
EPS, Geneva 
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TENSIONS PLAGUING GERMAN CHURCHES 
NOTED AT EKD SYNOD 


(Berlin-Spandau) - The churches in East and West Germany want to stay together, 

but how can they in the face of increasing pressures from East German political 
structures? Bishop Herman Dietzfelbinger asked 78 leaders representing the churches 
in West Germany belonging to the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD). 


Addressing the EKD Synod, the chairman of the. Council voiced anxiety over the 
future of the church. "How can it go on this way caught in the tension between 
East and West, which constantly increases as the division between the two parts 
of Germany dessa sany he asked. 


Some years ago the synod stressed that neither group of churches wanted to dominate 
the other, and forms were developed within the EKD argh SHE permitting each 
group to take necessary decisions in its own sphere. 


However, pressure from the state has increased, he said, since the new constitution 
altered the legal position of the church. And the atmosphere of dialectical, 
atheistic materialism has also influenced the local congregations. Therefore, it 
was understandable if the eight landeskitrchen in East Germany felt the need to draw 
closer together, according to Bishop Dietzfelbinger. 


A few days before the synod met, Gerald Gotting, president of the Christian, Demo- \ 
cratic Union in East Germany, had urged the landesktrchen to break. off relations, . 


with the EKD entirely. EPS? Chae 
9 A 


WORLD YWCA ADDS STAFF 
FROM AFRICA, NEW ZEALAND 


(Geneva) - A teacher training specialist who has served in Sierra Leone's Ministry 
of Education and the national executive director of the New Zealand YWCA have come 
to Geneva to join the staff of the World YWCA. 


Miss Lettie Stuart of Freetown, Sierra Leone, will bear major responsibility for 
the vocational training and formal education programme. Miss J. Patricia Morrison 
of Wellington, New Zealand, is in charge of the mutual service and extension pn 
gramme. 


Miss Stuart, trained in Sierra Leone and in Cambridge, England, was headmistress of 
one of Freetown's largest girls' secondary schools before entering government »service. 
She has represented her government at a number of international conferences on edu-. 
cation and has been a member of a UNESCO commission on out-of-school education, a 


past president of the YWCA of Sierra Leone, and a member of the World YWCA Executive 
Committee from 1963 to 1967. 


Miss Morrison returns to Geneva for a second term on the World YWCA staff, for she 
was headquarters associate from 1960 to 1963. Educated at Canterbury University. . 

in New Zealand and Oxford University, she was active in student work, first as senior 
associate secretary of World University Service and then as general secretary of the 
New Zealand Student Christian sag eine For the past five years she has headed her 
country's YWCA and prior to last year's World YWCA Council Meeting in Melbourne, 

she organized the visit of two ecumenical teams throughout the country. 


EPS, Geneva 
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GROUPS OF CHRISTIAN "TELLY WATCHERS" 
FORMED IN ENGLAND 


(London) - Christians in England will make a contribution to media education by 
forming 200 TV viewing groups pledged to follow selected programmes each week and 
then meet monthly to discuss them. Half the groups are ecumenical while the rest 
are denominational. They include a wide range of religious outlooks and social 
backgrounds. 

! 
Current affairs, drama serials, comedy and plays of social concern will be watched 
and then discussed by groups containing from eight to 12 people. Then they will 
complete a questionnaire about each programme. 


° W e . ° e e id ° e 
Aims of the “viewing service" are to express positive appreciation, constructive 
criticism, and aid in developing an informed public opinion. 


The idea was originated by the Rev. Michael Saward, the Church of England's radio 

and television officer, and the scheme is now being jointly sponsored by the 

British Council of Churches, Evangelical Alliance, and the Roman Catholic Church. 
EPS, Geneva 


NEW ZEALAND CHANGES POLICY 
FOLLOWING CHURCH CRITICISM 


(Christchurch, New Zealand) - Following criticism from the Rev. Ronald M. O'Grady, 
38, assistant general secretary of the New Zealand National Council of Churches, 
the New Zealand Government has rescinded its decision to withdraw contributions to 
the United Nations refugee aid programmes, it was announced here. 


Editorial writers of leading national newspapers took the government to task 
following Mr. O'Grady's disclosure. 


It is understood the government decided to withdraw contributions to the programme 
owing to New Zealand's economic condition. 


In announcing the decision to continue supporting the aid programme following the 
editorial outburst, a government statement said "the steady improvement in the 


4 u Katy . 
country's balance of payment" made the decision possible. EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN STUDENTS WANT 
MORE PRACTICAL TRAINING 


(London) - The suggestion that pre-theological training be put on an ecumenical 
basis was one of 12 proposals for modernizing theological education in the Church 
of England which are being presented to the Archbishops of Canterbury and York. 


More practical parish experience and the replacement of traditional examinations by 
a system of assessment were among other recommendations put forward by representatives 
of students attending the 27 Anglican theological. schools in England. 


Like their counterparts in the Umited States, the seminary students are seeking 
closer staff-student co-operation on matters relating to discipline, curriculum and 
planning, also student representation on church committees on ministerial training. 


Post-ordination training should be an integral part of theological education, it 
was stressed, No changes should be made in the structure and methods of training 


without the fullest examination of the ecumenical possibilities. EPS, Geneva 
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RESOURCE MATERIALS ON UPPSALA ASSEMBLY 


UPPSALA REPORT, Official Report of the Fourth Assembly, edited by Norman Goodall. 
Available in November. About 500 pages, paperback S.Fr./DM 12.80, 25s., 
$3.50, cloth S.Fr./DM 16.50, 32s., $4.50. Contains Section Reportsand 
discussions; deliberations of committees; short evaluation of conference 
by editor; report of Central Committee chairman; texts of speeches by 
W.A. Visser 't Hooft, Eugene Carson Blake, Hendrikus Berkhof, Metropolitan 
Ignatios; lists of participants and member. churches; WCC Constitution and 
Rules. 


UPPSALA SPEAKS, Section reports edited by Norman Goodall, 96. pages, S.Fr./DM 4.80, 
9s.6d., $1.50. Available now. 


ECUMENICAL REVIEW, October issue. Also published under the title The Unity of 
Mankind, S.Fr./DM 3.50, 7s.0d., $1.25. Contains speeches by President Kenneth 
Kaunda, Lady Jackson (Barbara Ward), André Dumas and others. 


STUDY ENCOUNTER, Vol. IV, No.3, includes Ernest Lange's paper on the Study of Man 
and Uppsala resolution on it; Theodore Gill's address on Education ("The Great 
Convergence") and Uppsala action. Available now, S.Fr./DM.3.7, 6s.0d., $1.00. 


LIFE: NEW STYLE, by Harold Fey. Popular report of the Fourth Assembly published by 
Forward Movement Publications (USA). Available November. Copies at 
S.Fr./DM 1.50, 2s.6d., $.25 per copy. 


LIFE WITH STYLE, by Jan Fraser. Another popular treatment. S.Fr./DM 1.80, 2s.0d. 
Available in October. 


UPPSALA REPORT, by Kenneth Slack, published by SCM Press (UK), 6s.0d. Available end 
of October. 


UPPSALA '68, by David Taylor, Presbyterian Bookroom, New Zealand. Available October. 


HOMO HOMINI and ACCELERATION, Two Czech films produced for the Assembly and since 
shown at Edinburgh, Netherlands and Cork Film Festivals. Distributed through 
National Councils and member churches and in some cases film distributors. For 
information write WCC Film Dept. 16mm, colour, sound track has music only. 


ONE OUT OF MANY, new black and white 16mm general film about World Council, 25 mins. 
Purchase from WCC Film Dept., S.Fr.640, £60. Also from New York office, $150. 


BBC FILM - CHRIST AND DISORDER, Produced for the Assembly. Purchase from WCC Film 
Dept. S.Fr. 960, £90. 


COLOUR SLIDE SET AND FILM STRIP, Limited supply in stock. Order from Geneva or New 
York WCC. Slide set $10, film strip $5. 


ALL THINGS NEW, Feature on Uppsala produced by NBC-TV. 16mm, colour, 30 mins. Obtain 
from TV outlet in your country. 


TAPES OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS, Worship services, plenary sessions, public speeches, 
etc., on AGFA PE31 tape, on 7" reels, at 3.3/4 ips. (9:5 cm.) double track, 
special price S.Fr.30.-, $7. per hour, minimum 30 mins., plus postage. 

Order from Radio/TV Dept. WCC Geneva. 
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GRADUATE SCHOOL OPENS 
17th SESSION AT BOSSEY 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies at Bossey 
near here has invited Rt. Rev. John A.T. Robinson, Bishop of Woolwich and 
author of the religious best-seller, Honest to God, and French Marxist 
Roger Garaudy to lecture there during the winter session 1968/69. 


The 17th session of the school was officially opened on October 15 in the 
presence of representatives from the universities and churches in the Geneva 
area and from the World Council of Churches, the Lutheran World: Federation 
and other international Christian organizations. 


The theme of the session is "Evangelism". In a short welcoming address 

the Rev. Philip Potter, director of the WCC's Division of World Mission 

and Evangelism, described this as the theme par excellence of the ecumenical 
movement. Prof. Jaques Courvoisier welcomed the students on behalf of 
Geneva University, stressing its ecumenical tradition and} its close connec~ 
tion with the Ecumenical Institute. 


Prof. Nikos Nissiotis, director of the Institute, extended a particularly 
cordial welcome to Father Irenee Beaubien, director of the Ecumenical 
Institute of the Roman Catholic Church in Montreal, who will be on the staff 
as a “tutor". He is the first Roman Catholic to serve on the staff for the 
whole term. 


This year more than 50 students are in attendance including members of every 
Christian confession and tradition. There are seven Orthodox participants 
from the USA, Greece, Bulgaria, Romania, Czechoslovakia and Finland; five 
Roman Catholics from Brazil, the USA, France and Holland; Anglicans from 

S. Africa, New Zealand, Canada and England; as well as Methodists, Presby- 
terians, Lutherans and others from Asia, Africa, Europe and America. 


Bishop Robinson will speak in mid-December on "The Relevance of the Gospel 
in the World Today". Roger Garaudy will lecture on "Christian Evangelism 


and Marxist Ideology". Other lectures will be given on "The biblical basis 


of evangelism", "Evangelism and modern society", the ecclesiological aspects 
of evangelism, and on "The Christian faith and absolute ideologies"; they — 
will then be discussed in small groups, 


In addition, the students will receive information about the history of the © 
ecumenical movement and its present concerns. Dr. Visser 't Hooft, an honorary 


president of the WCC, will give a series of lectures at the beginning of the 
session on "The history of the ecumenical movement". Towards the end of the . 


session Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, will speak on "Current 


problems faced by the WCC after Uppsala". 


EPS — 
WCC/VATICAN JOINT WORKING GROUP 
TO MEET IN DECEMBER 
Geneva, (EPS) -- The Joint Working Group from the Vatican's Secretariat. for 


Christian Unity and the World Council of Churches will meet in Rome from 


December 1 to 5. cea announcement followed a meeting of the group's officers © 


in Rome on October: 11. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary, and 
Msgr. Jan G.M. Willebrands of the Vatican's Secretariat are co-chairmen. 
EPS 


: 
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JOINT COMMITTEE ON DEVELOPMENT 
WILL SEEK REGIONAL ASSOCIATES 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The Steering Committee of the Joint Committee for Society, 
Development and Peace met here October 14-15. Co-chairmen Msgr. Joseph 
Gremillion and Max Kohnstamm chaired the sessions. The group is a common 
effort of the World Council of Churches and the Pontifical Commission Justice 
and Peace. 


Main item of business on this week's wnt was plans to strengthen the 
Joint Committee. 


It was decided to enlarge the committee to 40-50 members, including not only 
staff of the WCC and the Vatican but an enlarged lay representation as well. 
The body will hold its next meeting in late June, 1969. 


At the same time it was agreed to enlarge the Steering Committee to 12-15 
members. This group will meet in Geneva December 16-17. 


In the meeting this week a committee was appointed to, search for two associates 


to aid Father George Dunne, S.J., who is secretary of the. Joint Committee. | 
One Protestant and one Orthodox are being sought. 


Plans for 1969 were discussed, and Father Dunne was asked to submit proposals 
for projects in the areas of development, peace and theology to the December 
meeting of the Steering Committee... The projects might take the form of con- 
ferences, seminars, lectures or other types of activity. 


The Uppsala Assembly in July approved a comprehensive study and education 
programme on Christian responsibility for world development, one facet of 
which was "national and regional consultations and projects to encourage 
initiative". Now 10 people are being sought in the developing nations of 

the world to help organize these regional projects. They will be persons 
indigenous to the area or thoroughly familiar with local conditions, culture 
patterns, and the church situation who can inform the secretariat of develop- 
ment projects that would be helpful to their own area. They will be retained 
as consultants to the secretariat. | 
EPS 


YWCA, YMCA UNITE 
IN COLORADO TOWN 


Colorado Springs, Colorado, (EPS) -- The YWCA, the YMCA and the United Service 
Organizations (USO) in this pocky our ag town have united forces to become 
the dkOune Women's and Young Men's Christian Association of the Pikes Peak 
Region", 
The USO agreed to affiliate with the new organization provided it could follow 
guidelines of the national organization in serving military personnel in the 
community. 


The first board of directors contains 15 members each from the YW and YMCAs 
and six from the USO. For the time being all three will retain their separate 
buildings, but a committee will be named to plan a new building to be used 


jointly. A single budget will be submitted for 1969. 
EPS 
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APPEAL MADE FOR INDIA'S 
FLOOD VICTIMS 


Geneva, October 15, (EPS) -- An appeal for US$25,000 to aid India's 2,000,000 
flood victims was made by the WCC's Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee — 
and World Service here today to its related agencies. 


The appeal was made in response to a cable from Mr. Stephen Mathai, director 
of the Christian Agency for Social Action. (CASA) of the National Christian 
Council of India. 


According to Mr. Mathai,the floods have affected some 2,000,000 people in the 
West Bengal region with a death roll of over 1,000 persons. Rail links have 
been broken and roads dislocated. The city of Calcutta has also been affected. 


CASA has sent three chartered plane loads of relief supplies to a Swedish 
church agency for distribution in the Cooch Bihar and Siliguri areas of West 
Bengal that have been ae affected by the floods. 


Volunteer squads headed by Mr. Vernon Reimer of the Mennonite Central Committee 
which include a Salvation Army major and medical staff from a Methodist ; 
hospital have set up relief stations in the disaster areas. 


The "Bread for the World" organization of the German Protestant churches has 
authorized CASA to use 500 tons of rice from their "Feed the Children" pro- ~ 
gramme. This rice is immediately available in Calcutta. They also hope to- 
send typhoid and cholera serum to help meet the threat of epidemics} especially 
in the city of Calcutta. 


Meanwhile DICARWS has advanced US$10,000 to CASA to begin implemen ig the | i 
relief programme. 
EPS 


: rf o 


REFORMS IN CZECH CHURCH LIFE . aoe 
CONTINUE, LWF OFFICER FINDS . ENDS Ge 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Assurance has been given by two Lutheran churches in Czecho- 
slovakia that the events of late August have not put a stop to the loosening 
of restrictions on the churches there which had begun last, January. 


Dr. Paul Hansen, secretary for minority churches in the Lutheran World) Federa- 
tion, reported from Prague to LWF headquarters here that he had found "increased 
participation of the faithful", considerable numbers of young people taking 
religious instruction and "lively and interesting" parish work in progress. 


He visited representatives of the 510,000-member Slovak Evangelical Church of 
the Augsburg Confession in the CSR, the 50,000-member Silesian Evangelical | 
Church of the Augsburg Confession and S ana Protestant groups. 

He reported indications that reforms will be continued temporarily under the 


framework of a 1949 church-state regulation, but that. a new. Fema 19D is 
expected to be formulated. ) 


Dr. Hansen said gratitude was, also expressed for 25 Ae statement of. the wee. on 


the August events (EPS No. 31). The churches cherish their relationships with 
the World Council and with ‘orld confessional bodies. 


\ 


, 


{ 
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PRESIDENT KAUNDA'S SPEECH 
HIGHLIGHTS MINDOLO ANNIVERSARY 


Kitwe, Zambia, (EPS) -- In a developing nation it is imperative that 
institutions like the Church; dedicated to the service of man, adjust to 
changing conditions to ensure that Christianity is relevant to the life 
of the new nation, 


This viewpoint was expressed by President) Kenneth’ Kaunda of Zambia when he 
spoke here on September 28 at the kenth anniversary celebration of the 
Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation. 


Mindolo Ecumenical Centre is supported by churches around’ the world. Funds 
are sought through the WCC's Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World 
Service, which includes the Foundation in’ the Project odds. that it publishes 
annually'in co-operation with the Division of World Mission and Evangelism. 


President. Kaunda noted: that Mindolo, unlike many other organizations, had 
stepped. forward, identified itself with the people's struggle for independence 
and helped to build a dynamic, unified nation. 


"A true Christian, like a true and sincere leader in any nation, is a servant 
of man", said,» President Kaunda. "The ‘acid test of goodness in ‘a Christian 
and) a leader alike lies in how much service he renders to man, since man is 
an expression of God's image and likeness." 


The President. also paid ‘tribute’ to the way in which the Foundation since 
the nation's independence has “continued to march in step withthe new, un- 
folding challenges in the economic and social development in Zambia. 


"In expression of practical service renderéd to men, the Foundation has 
engaged in a wide field of activity", he said. 


He referred specifically to training courses in commerce, industry and 
banking; practical preparation of shop assistants and company personnel ‘to 
fit them for supervisory responsibility; and’ training in farming techniques 
and leadership development. The women's training course received special 
praise from the Zambian leader, whose wife is a graduate of this programme. 


As part of the tenth anniversary celebrations the Zambian president unveiled 
a bronze sculpture of St. Francis by a South African Zulu artist, Sydney 
Kumalo. It was dedicated to the memory of the late Dr. Z.K. Matthews, who 
as Africa secretary for the World. Council of Churches, made many, visits to 
Mindolo. 


Also honoured was the Rev. E.J. Peter Mathews, founder of Mindolo Ecumenical 
Foundation who returned from Australia with his wife for the occasion. 

Special guests were Mr. Samuel H. Amissah, general secretary of.the All Africa 
Conference of Churches, and Mrs. Amissah. 


A number of cultural events contributed to the success of the month-long 
celebrations, which were attended by thousands of people from all parts 
of the country. 

_ EPS 
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TEXAS PROTESTANT/CATHOLIC COUNCILS 
WILL MERGE IN FEBRUARY 


Austin, Texas, (EPS) -- The Texas Conference of Churches ~ an organizational 
merger of the Texas Council. of Churches and the Texas Catholic Conference - 
will be established here February, 25-26. 


A constituting assembly will bring about the first merger of a _ state council 
of churches with its Roman Catholic counterpart. 


The Texas Council of Churches penresenee 11. Protestant denominations and the 
Greek Orthodox Church. The Catholic Conference represents the 10 Roman 
Catholic dioceses in the state. 


The preamble of the constitution of the new.Texas Conference proclaims their 
witness to Christian unity in these words:) "Jesus: Christ°has called his 
people to unity. In obedient response to that call and in recognition and 
affirmation of that essential unity, these churches in Texas’ whose’ members 
proclaim Jesus the Christ as their divine saviour and°Lord and ‘that choose 
to express and bear testimony thereto inthis manner do hereby constitute 
themselves into the Texas Conference of Churches". 


The constitution is expected to be ratified by the participating churches 
before the February meeting. > fig 


In addition to action on the state level, four Roman Catholic churches in the 
city of San Antonio, Texas, have joined the traditionally Protestant San 
Antonio Council of Churches. 


Among the pastors of the four parishes are auxiliary Bishop Stephen A. Leven 
and Msgr. William Martin, chairman of the archdiocesan ecumenism ‘commission. 


"The great advantage of Catholic parishes joining with the more than 100 Pro- 
testant and Orthodox churches -(in the Council) is that: we can show a united 
Christian front in civil projects. and! moral questions that arise within ri 
community", Msgr. Martin said. 

EPS | bris 


U.S. CHURCH. AGENCIES ENDORSE 
NEW FILM RATING; SYSTEM 


New York, (EPS) -- Film agencies of the National Council of Churches and 
the Roman Catholic Church have given “genuine and full support" to a new 
voluntary rating system announced by the motion picture industry. _ 


The endorsement, made by the National. Catholic Office for Motion Pictures 
and the NCC's Broadcasting and Film Commission, came the day after the rating 
plan was formally announced by the Motion Picture Association of America. 


The primary purpose of the new system is to protect children. 


It will have four categories: G - for general audiences, M - for mature 
audiences, R — persons under 16 not admitted unless accompanied by a parent or 
guardian, X ~ persons under 16 not admitted. 

EPS 
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CZECHS' NON-VIOLENT STAND FOLLOWS 
HISTORICAL TRADITION, THEOLOGIAN SAYS 


Prague, (EPS) -- This is not the first time that Czechs have refrained from 
resorting to arms in the face of military action. But this time there was 
a new element: both statesmen and people unanimously rejected violence, 
even in self-defence. 


This viewpoint was expressed in an article by Prof. Amedeo Molnar of the 
Comenius Faculty of Theology in Prague. Titled "An Unarmed People", it 
appeared in the weekly journal Kotsnicke Jiskry, a publication of the Church 
of Czech Brethren. 


The attitude of statesmen and people "encourages me to express the hope that 
unarmed self-defence is possible without disloyalty", Molnar wrote. "It 
points the way for the future and confirms the words, 'The meek shall inherit 
the earth’, It is the way shown by Martin Niemoller, Schweitzer and Martin 
Luther King." 


The, author also quoted a 19th century Czech Protestant historian and politician, 
Francois Palacky: ''Whenever we were victorious it was thanks to spiritual 
force, not physical force. Whenever we failed it was because we lacked 
spiritual life and courage. If we do not succeed in raising the spirit of our 
people to a higher level than that of our neighbours, we cannot have an 
honourable place in history or safeguard our existence". 


EPS 
U.S. LUTHERANS, CATHOLICS 
DISCUSS EUCHARIST, MINISTRY 
Williamsburg, Virginia, (EPS) -- Completion of four years of Lutheran-Roman 


Catholic theological conversations was marked here with a three-day session 
that launched what may prove to be a prolonged exploration into the complex 
subject of "Eucharist and Ministry". 


Nine Lutheran and 10 Catholic theologians and church officials met for the 
seventh in the series of doctrinal deliberations initiated in 1965 under the 
joint auspices of the USA National Committee of the Lutheran World Federation 
and the Bishops' Committee on Ecumenical and Inter-religious Affairs of the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops. 


In a joint statement issued at the close of the session, spokesmen for the 
two groups said: 

"From the papers dealing with the biblical testimony, it was evident that 
there was no demonstrable normative pattern of the ministry during the period 
covered by the New Testament. The implications of this fact for the teaching 
of the Church about the ministry require further study. 


"Related to the above-mentioned issues. are the implications of Vatican II state- 
ments regarding the 'Ecclesial Reality’ of non-Roman churches, namely, its 
recognition of non-Roman churches as communities of grace and salvation". 


At the next meeting in San Francisco February 21-23, subjects for discussion 

are contemporary Roman Catholic and Lutheran thinking on the Apostolic Succes- 
sion and priestly orders. 
\ , ’ EPS 
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FULL REPRESENTATION FOR BLACKS 
SOUGHT IN UNION CONSULTATION 


Chicago, (EPS) -- Black churchmen will not be interested in coming into a 
united church until there is assurance that they will have full representation, 
Dr. Charles A. Spivey Jr. told officers of the nine member churches participa- 
ting in the Consultation on Church Union. Dr. Spivey is executive director 

of the National Council of Churches Department of Social Justice and the 
secretary of the Consultation. 


Addressing the Consultation's executive committee meeting here October 8 and 9, 
Dr. Spivey called on the church officials to recognize that the black revolu- 
tion is a fact. Black churchmen will "not only be speaking up but acting up 

to get rid of racism in the Church", he warned. 


Also presented for consideration was a series of guidelines for local ecumenical 
action. These are intended to provide for a more effective conduct of mission 
and a more responsible stewardship of human and material resources. 


Meanwhile, it was reported that Chicago's First Presbyterian Church, which ~ 
has worked with the Blackstone Rangers, a West Side youth gang, has received 
notice that three of its five insurance policies have been cancelled. A fire 
at the church during the Democratic Convention in August’ caused $25,000 worth 
of damage to offices and $8,000 to stained glass. 


The Rev. John Fry, the minister, said there was no way to document a cause 
and effect relationship between youth activities and insurance cancellation. 
However, now the church like merchants on the West Side must be covered, if 
they get insurance at all, through insurance industry pools and pay a higher 
rate for high-risk areas. 

EPS 


MEDICAL CO-OPERATION SOUGHT 
SOUGHT IN THE CAMEROON 


Yaounde, Cameroon, (EPS) -- Closer co-operation in Christian medical work was 
advocated at a recent meeting here of the Protestant Medical Committee of the 
Cameroon | 


A co-ordinating agency representative of all Protestant medical work in the 
Cameroon has been set up to avoid overlapping of medical work by the various 
denominations. The agency will provide a liaison with relevant government 
agencies. 


The Christian Medical Commission of the World Council of Churches was rep- 
resented by one of its members, the Rev. Thomas Ekollo of the Cameroon, and 
by Miss Mary Dewar of the WCC staff. 


Miss Dewar, in advancing the idea of closer co-operation, cited the situation 
in Ghana, where all major Protestant groups and Roman Catholies have a 
"Church Hospital Association". “This group attempts to standardize statistical 
and financial records and centralize purchasing of drugs for hospitals. 


EPS 
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KEY ELEMENTS OF EVANGELISM 
SAID TO BE DIALOGUE, SERVICE 


Geneva, (EPS) -- If there is a crisis in the ecumenical movement at the 
moment, it is due in large part to the fact that while almost all the 
churches accept the crucial importance of evangelism, they are unable to 
put it into practice. Thus the whole evangelistic basis of the ecumenical 
movement is threatened. 


These remarks by Prof. Nikos Nissiotis, director of the Graduate School 
of Ecumenical Studies and an associate general secretary of the WCC, served 
to introduce the theme of the 17th session of the school (see page 2). 


"Traditional chet peter are unable to provide the framework for a renewed 
action in common", said Professor Nissiotis, "and radical theologies cannot 
reach a satisfactory consensus that meets with the approval of all church 
traditions. 


"The churches seem more divided by their different concepts of evangelism 
and their different evangelistic practices than by their confessional dis- 
agreement", Professor Nissiotis maintained. 


On the other hand, it is not only confessional and doctrinal differences that 
cause the division in evangelism, he said. The disagreement on the nature 
of evangelism cuts across all the confessions. 


Evangelism, according to the WCC executive, "is not only the simple and 
direct announcement of the kerygma of salvation, but it is first and fore- 
most the presence, service and witness of Christians through their involve- 
ment in the transformation of society". 


He advocated “an honest and frank dialogue" with non-Christians. "Dialogue 
and service are the new points of contact with the non-converted", he said. 


The purpose of mission is "not only to convert or proselytise people from 
the error of another religion to the Church; it is rather to Ber ciG: 
together with the non-Christian, about truth as God has revealed be!) 
according to Professor Nissiotis. 

EPS 


U.S. PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN MEET EAST EUROPEANS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Some 35 women from five Presbyterian and Reformed churches in 
the U.S. conferred in Vienna with their counterparts in East and West Europe 
the latter part of September. "Women as peacemakers" was the subject of their 


dialogue, which included 10 participants from the Eastern countries. sd 
E 
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THREE ACTIONS TO AID DEVELOPMENT 
VOTED BY WEST GERMAN CHURCHES 


Berlin, (EPS) -- At its regional meeting for Western Germany, the Synod of 
the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) called attention to the widening 
gulf between rich and poor nations and took three steps to work at the 
problems of poverty, hunger and need. 


The first action called on member churches to allocate 2% of all church . 
budgets to attack these problems. This amount should be increased to 5% by 
1975, the resolution stated. If budgetary regulations prevent the responsible 
institutions from putting the 2% appropriation into effect, it was suggested 
that these rules be changed. 


Member churches were asked to work more effectively than previously by re- 
arranging priorities, examining structures and construction plans in parishes 
and boroughs, and appealing to their members for renunciation and sacrifice. 


Secondly, Protestants were asked to make personal contributions of 1% of . . 
their incomes to the "Bread for the World" campaign of the German churches. 


The third resolution called for creation of a.permanent working group to 
provide competent advice on development questions to boards and agencies of 
the EKD. In addition to stressing the churches" responsibility for develop- 
ment, the working group would seek to influence public opinion. It would 
co-operate with Christian groups already in existence in Germany and keep 

in touch with the appropriate WCC institutions and the Roman Catholic Church's 
Justice and Peace Committee for Western Germany. 


In a message concerning diaconal work addressed to the congregations the 
synod said: "Emergency aid alone is not enough. The structures must also 
be changed. Through Christ every individual has value. But the value of 
the individual is undermined through perverted structures". The Church must 
therefore carry out diaconal projects that modify these structures, the 
message said. 


At the close of the regional meeting the synod stressed once again the unity 
of the EKD. 


In a statement addressed to "brothers and sisters in East and West" which 
was passed without opposition or debate, the delegates said, "the unity of 
our church has grown in freedom. Under God's Word we are united in witness 
and service of the one Lord. God requires us to express this fellowship 
constantly and not to give way". 

EPS 


MINISTRY OF DEACONS DEBATED AT ECUMENICAL CONSULTATION . 


Crét Berard, Switzerland, (EPS) -- A number of churches, including one Roman 
Catholic foe are trying to revitalize the ministry of deacons and to under- 
stand it in terms of service to the world, the WCC~sponsored Consultation on 
the Ministry of Deacons agreed. 


Convened by the Diakonia Secretariat, the consultation was the first ecumenical 
gathéring to discuss this subject. It drew 52 persons from Europe, the Middle 
East and North America. The Vatican was officially represented by Dom 
Emmantiel Lanne, 0.S.B, Dr. Lukas Vischer of the WCC wad a main speaker. 

EPS * 
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Special Article 


THE ROLE OF ORTHODOXY WITHIN THE WCC 
; 


An interview with Metropolitan Ignatios 


Question: What is the contribution of. Orthodoxy.within-the World Council 
of Churches? 7 | 


Met. Ignatios: In the first place it should.be noted.that Orthodoxy has 
fully adopted and welcomed ecumenical thinking. It therefore considers 
contacts with other churches and Christian communities which are different 
in their tradition, theological thinking and spiritual and cultural trends 
to be very useful. Orthodoxy wants not only to know them but also to colla- 
borate closely with them. This is made possible through its membership in 
the WCC. 


The presence of Orthodoxy within the WCC has another important significance, 
especially since the’ Roman Catholic Church is not yet part of the WCC. 
Orthodoxy ‘has brought the Eastern world into the World Council. It has 
brought to the Protestant world the witness and example of the united 

Early Church. 


Question: What is the content of this witness? 


Met. Ignatios: In the first place Orthodox theology bears witness to the 
fundamental doctrine of mystery in the life of the Church and in the life 

of man. Mystery is not stressed in Protestant theology. Moreover, worship 
without mystery has no foundation. Through mystery, man receives a divine 
existence, for he becomes a son of God and participates in His divine nature, 
especially through the Sacrament of the Eucharist in which Christ is con- 
secrated and His body and blood become the means of men's salvation. 


The Church of Christ exists and continues to sanctify the people of God. 
Because it already exists, it does not have to be made. It was founded by 
Christ and continues to develop and to fulfil its mission of salvation. 
Therefore the Church is not something which needs to be constructed or re- 
constructed, for it is a divine work - not a human one, 


Another contribution of Orthodoxy is the idea of the "community" as opposed 
to individualism. The Christian is a member of the Body of Christ, which is 
the Church, i.e. the people of God. The Christian lives fully the mystery 

of his salvation through the Church and in the Church. The individualistic 
concept of salvation does not correspond to the community character of the 
Church. Full communion between Christians and their sanctification are fully 
realized within the Christian community. 


We must also note that the Reformation churches, since they ceased to have 
communion with the Roman Church, have cut themselves off from the Early Church. 
Orthodox participation in the WCC bears testimony to the heritage of the 

Early Church and at the same time fulfils the role which the Catholic Church 
should have had, if it had participated in the WCC. 


Another element offered by Orthodoxy is the idea of the Word of God expressed 
through the Sacraments. The Church is simultaneously evangelical and sacra- 
, (more) 
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mental; it lives by the Word of God and by the Sacraments - both are means 
of salvation. Through Holy Scripture God speaks,to men; , through the Sacra- 
ments God lives in men. 


I should also like to draw attention to a fundamental aspect of mission 

which Orthodoxy offers to the Protestant world. Mission, preaching, cate- 
chesis is a mission, a preaching and a catechesis of the Church, Mission 
cannot be understood apart from the Church, the authority of the Church. It 
is not sufficient to transmit Christian truth. The Church, when transmitting 
the Word of God, must ensure that the souls are sanctified through the Sacra- 
ments, which are the source of divine life, the link between man and the Holy 
Spirit. 


(Bishop Ignatios Hazim, Metropolitan of Latakia, presented the main theme 
at the Fourth Assembly of the WCC in Uppsala, "Behold, I make all things new", ) 
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POST UPPSALA SYMPOSIUM 
HELD IN NEW YORK 


New York, (EPS) - A word of caution was expressed to the leaders of the 
ecumenical movement by Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert at a post-Uppsala symposium 
at the Inter-church Centre here recently. 


Dr. Cavert, a former executive secretary of the U.S. Conference for the 
World Council of Churches, told leading representatives of the American 
Church there was a danger of one-sidedness in the concern of the ecumenical 
movement with the social questions and structures of today. Said Dr. Cavert, 
"Unless the gospel is lodged in the heart of the individual, it will have no 
healing power in society as a whole". 


Dr. Cavert was speaking on the theme "Uppsala in the light of Amsterdam, 
Evanston and New Delhi", cities in which previous assemblies were held. 

While these assemblies were concerned with relating the gospel to the world, 
he said, Uppsala was the first to be so directly and intensely concerned with 
social systems and their structures. 


Another speaker, Dr. Eugene L. Smith, executive secretary of the New York 
office of the World Council of Churches, told the symposium in a closing 
address that the two major decisions of the Uppsala Assembly were to bring 

to use the total resources of the Council for a study of the subject of man 
and to carry out an education and action programme on society, development 
and peace in co-operation with the Roman Catholic Church. Dr. Smith, a 
former executive of the Methodist Board of Missions, said the question that 
was not answered at Uppsala was the relationship between the Church's obliga- 
tion to justice and to evangelism. 


In a panel presentation following Dr. Cavert's address, Miss Jean Fairfax, 

a delegate to the assembly from the United Church of Christ and an executive 
of the NAACP Legal Defence and Education Fund, said she was shocked to see 
how unrepresentative of the world's population the assembly was. 


"The world's population is mostly young, mostly coloured, half women, mostly 
not clergy", she said. "The assembly make-up was mostly old, mostly white, 
only 9% women, and mostly clerical." 


Other panel speakers were Robert Maurer, a youth participant at Uppsala and 
now associated with the Metropolitan Urban Study Training Facility (MUST) in 
New York; Fr. Bernard Law, executive director of the Bishops’ Committee for 
Ecumenical and Inter-religious Affairs, Washington, D.C.3 and Dr. Cynthia 
Wedel, an adviser at Uppsala who is associate general secretary for unity 

of the National Council of Churches (USA). 


Mr. Maurer said the youth participants debated in their own group the issues 
before the Assembly, but the substance of their views did not differ greatly 
from those of the official delegates. "They influenced Assembly delegates 
through their own particular styles of communication", he said,"and in this 
case the medium usually had more to say than the message". 


(more) 
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Father Law, one of the 15:Roman Catholic delegated observers at Uppsala 
said, "Happily, our presence was taken almost as a matter of course, a 
that we,at no time had the unpleasant sensation of being on display; real 
live. Catholics at World Council assemblies are not oddities. 


"IT take particular pride that an intervention of mine found its way into 
the report on inter-communion from the Faith and Order Committee", he said. 


Mrs. Wedel found significant things outside the official meetings, particularly 
the special worship occasions. "Worship was much better than it has been 
before", she stated. 


Enumerating some of the weaknesses, Mrs. Wedel said, "The assembly needs 

a real change in structure. A great deal of the institutional aspect is out 
of date. Next time there should be less business and more worship, Also 
more listening to the world". 


Dr. Smith suggested two different kinds’ of meetings were needed, one for 
ecclesiastical representatives to deal with ‘housekeeping’ and another for 
more creative work. Miss Fairfax said if the assembly is to be a legislative 
body, delegates need more preparation. Fr. Law said one difficulty was that 
those present could not commit their churches. "Maybe we can't get moving 
with this machine", he added. 

EPS 


TWO ECUMENICAL LEADERS RECEIVE 
DEGREES FROM CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 


St. Louis, Missouri, (EPS) -- Two’ leaders of Christian unity efforts ~- one a 
Protestant and the other a Roman Catholic ~ received honorary doctorates of 
literature at the first of several national celebrations marking the 150th 
anniversary of St. Louis University, a Jesuit institution. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, World Council of Churches general secretary, and 
Bishop ‘J.G.M. Willebrands, secretary of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian 
Unity, were honoured here on October 16. Each delivered a formal lecture as 
part of a conference on "Theology in the City of Man" which drew more than 
700 Roman Catholic, Protestant and Jewish scholars and teachers of theology 
and religion to the university. 


Speaking on "The Horizons of Knowledge and Religious Faith", Dr. Blake said: 
"I believe the Christian Church in earlier times was mistaken in supposing 
there were natural limits to natural knowledge. 


"Paleontology and biology, physics, astronomy and chemistry have been developed 
in such astonishing ways that it is wise for religious men to give up the old 
attempt to reserve sectors or areas of knowledge to the supernatural ." 


However, the Christian faith holds that man is a creature and not the creator. 
Sin may be defined as man trying to replace God. As one made in the image of 
the Creator and therefore also creative, he enjoys the possibility of new 
creativity but within human limits. 


(more) 
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Dr. Blake outlined three "ultimates of our Christian faith" that provide 

a vantage point for surveying the horizons of knowledge and making ‘choices. 
These are a belief in a living God who acts to make himself, his law and 
his purpose known to man; man as a sinner who resists the will and purpose 
of God; Jesus of Nazareth, truly man and truly God, as the revelation of 
God and the Saviour of men and nations. 


These, if taken seriously, provide "a built-in humility which is desperately 
needed if man's pilgrimage is not to end. in disaster", according to Dr.° Blake. 
EPS 


CCIA GIVES UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
WCC's ACTIONS ON 58 ISSUES 


New York, (EPS) -- Statements made by the World Council, of Churches on 58 
international questions ranging from peaceful uses of outer space to human 
rights and religious liberty were presented to delegates to the» UN General 
Assembly in a memorandum prepared by. the Commission of the Churches on*Inter= 
national. Affairs, (CCIA). 


The 8l-page document focusing on issues to come before the 23rd°session was 
given to each delegate and alternate delegate of the)1259member nations.» It 
also went to 25 regional and national church commissions on international 
affairs. 


The memorandum outlines the background for each item together with the position 
taken by the CCIA or the WCC. 


Items covered in the memorandum included disarmament, suspension of nuclear 
and thermonuclear tests, and peaceful uses of seabed. and-ocean floor. Also 
population problems, apartheid in South Africa, the Korean question, multi- 
lateral food aid programmes, punishment of war criminals. and refugee work. 


In addition, the WCC's positions on various trouble spots) were, covered, even 
though some of these were not on the General Assembly's, agenda.) Mentioned 
were Vietnam, Middle East, Nigerian conflict, Czechoslovakia and, China. 


The CCIA serves as the "foreign affairs office" of the WCC. It has. offices 
in New York, London and Geneva. 
EPS 


EAST GERMAN BISHOP WILL 
DEDICATE ORGAN IN GENEVA 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Bishop Niklot Beste, 67, of Mecklenburg in East Germany will 
dedicate the organ in the chapel of the Ecumenical Centre here on November» 11. 


The Evangelical Lutheran Bishop will represent the Protestant churches in 
East Germany who have donated the organ to the Centre... He will be accompanied 
by Mr. Alexander Schuke, who built the two-manual oak framed organ in.,Potsdam. 
Also invited to the short ceremony is the Danish architect Mr. Erik Mller, 
who designed the chapel and collaborated in designing the 962-pipe organ. 

EPS 
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ASSEMBLY OF EUROPEAN CHURCHES 
TO FOCUS ON SERVICE TO GOD, MAN 


Naples, (EPS) -- The Conference of European Churches (CEC) will hold its 

next assembly (Nyborg VI) from April 26 to May 3, 1971 at Nyborg Strand, 

Denmark. The provisional theme is "The Service of God and the Service of 
Man", with emphasis on the relationship between them. 


These two decisions were taken by the seven-member praesidium of the Con- 
ference at its autumn meeting, October 17-19 in Ravello near here. 


To further the work of the Conference, it was voted to hold a consultation of 
member churches having less than 10,000 members to discuss the role of the 
small church in ecumenical development. Other plans include reflection on 
relationships with the Roman Catholic Church and the continuation of such 
relationships wherever possible, and a close examination of the documents 
produced by the WCC's Uppsala Assembly to determine their Significance for 
the work of the CEC. 


Applications for direct membership in the Conference were received from the 
Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland and from the Church of Scotland. 
Their acceptance brings the total number of member churches to 93. 


A first discussion took place with a representative of the newly-formed Ecu- 
menical Youth Council in Europe (see page 7 ) with a view to defining the 
relationship of that council with the CEC. Clarification will be sought on 
several points. 


Dr. Glen Garfield Williams in his report as CEC general secretary drew . 
attention to the recent publication of English, French and German editions 
of reports on the Nyborg V Assembly, the first two in a series of occasional 
papers and the first CEC information bulletin. Lists of European theological 
training institutions and of national ecumenical structures in Europe were 
in preparation as was also the first draft of a pocket Handbook of European 
Churches. 


At the conclusion of the meeting the praesidium joined the Evangelical churches 
of Naples in Sunday worship and attended the dedication of a new Evangelical 
hospital. A reception for the praesidium was given by the Archbishop of Naples, 
and greetings were brought to the working session by the Bishop of Frosinone, 
Msgr. Marasini, on behalf of the Italian Bishops’ Conference, by the Bishop 

of Amalfi, in whose diocese the meeting was held, and by Father T.F. Stransky 
representing the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity. 


It is hoped that the next meeting of the praesidium and advisory committee, 
April 28 - May 2, 1969, can be held in Spain at the invitation of member 


churches in that country. 
EPS 
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CHURCH COMMITTEE SAYS MIGRATION 
NO ALTERNATIVE TO INDUSTRALIZATION 


Villigst near Schwerte, Germany, (EPS) -- Migration is no substitute for 
the industrialization of developing areas, Prof. W. Albeda of Rotterdam 
University told the Churches’ Committee on Migrant Workers in Western 
Europe. The committee held its 10th meeting here October 14-18. 


While developing countries may believe that the departure of unemployed 
workers to northern European countries benefits the economy, this is no 
long-term solution to pressing economic problems, Professor Albeda maintained. 


A second speaker, Ruy da Silva of Paris, called for "an objective migration 
policy" that would harmonize the interests of the developing countries with 
those of the receiving countries. 


"The new international order we are trying to create", he said "may mean 
sacrificing certain national interests to set up new types of relationships 
between the different zones, paying attention to the less developed zones..." 


Two areas in which the churches might work are: suggesting measures to 
ensure the development of migrant workers’ countries of origin, and changing 
the social welfare programmes now provided for migrants. 


At present, social welfare centres operated by voluntary agencies including 
churehes tend to concentrate on social activities. The committee suggests 
they should provide training programmes and counselling with a view to the 
migrant's returning home better equipped to contribute to his country's 
industralization. 


Findings of three working groups are being shaped for submission to the 
churches. 
EPS 


FIRST INTERCONFESSIONAL "KIRCHENTAG" 
"RTRCHENTAG" SET FOR '70 


Bad Godesberg, Germany, (EPS) -- Protestants and Roman Catholics in Germany 
will hold a joint "Kirchentag" or Church day in 1971. This decision was 
made by the Central Committee of the German Catholics and the officers of 
the German Protestant Kirchentag at a meeting here October 16. 


Tentative plans call for a meeting in Frankfurt for several days beginning 
May 30. It will include a study-conference, public events and an ecumenical 
worship service. 


A statement issued at Bad Godesberg said the new plan would avoid the 
practice of alternating "Kirchentags" and "Katholikentags". 'It was unani- 
mously felt that joint responsibility for people and for society calls for 
a meeting of the Christians of our country", the statement said. 

EPS 
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ECUMENICAL YOUTH COUNCIL 
PROPOSED FOR EUROPE 


Geneva, (EPS) -- An Ecumenical Youth Council in Europe was voted into 
existence at a meeting in Leuenberg near Basle October 4-6 attended by 
the national European correspondents of the WCC's Youth Department. 


Its purpose will be to co-ordinate ecumenical work among Protestant and 
Orthodox young people throughout the Continent. 


Heretofore, WCC staff members had maintained direct contact with the 
correspondents in each European country, and the Youth Department had co- 
-ordinated these efforts for the entire region. 


A provisional Executive Committee was named consisting of five members, one 
each from Great Britain, Sweden, Czechoslovakia, East Germany and Italy. 
Mr. Foster Murphy, secretary of youth work for the British Council of 
Churches, is the chairman. A secretary for the new council is still to be 
appointed. 


The Rev. Oscar Bolioli, executive secretary of the WCC Youth Department, 
said: "Our department welcomes the setting up of this new Ecumenical Youth 
Council as a way of furthering co-operation among the younger generation 
in Europe". 


Meanwhile, some 25 representatives of 12 European countries attending the 
annual Autumn Consultation at Leuenberg discussed the theme of authority. 
In the light of recent protests in Europe and the presence of young demon- 
strators at the Uppsala Assembly, the problems of youth confronting the 
"establishment" were felt to be particularly relevant. 

EPS 


CHRISTIAN RADIO STATION 
FOR ASIA TO BE INAUGURATED 


Manila, (EPS) -- The 50-kilowatt international short wave station of the 

South East Asia Radio Voice (SEARV) will be formally inaugurated on November 17 
at the station's transmitter site in Bulacan Province, north of here. Cere- 
monies will be held in Manila on November 18 and 19. Invited to attend are 
representatives from the East Asia Christian Conference, different Asian 
Christian councils and guests from the World Association for Christian 
Communication. The speaker for the occasion will be the Hon. Jacobo Clave, 

an assistant to the President of the Philippines. 


SEARV has been operating in Manila since 1966 under the broadcasting franchise 
of the National Council of Churches through its own medium wave stations - 
DZCH in that city and DYSR in Dumaguete City. The new radio station began 

as an idea of the late Dr. Henry W. Mack and was established in Dumaguete in 
1955, However, when Dr. Mack died in an accident in 1964, it was decided ; 

to transfer the station to the Manila area. The control room and studio will 
be named in Dr. Mack's memory. Programmes are prepared by the Church of Christ 


in Thailand and the Burma Christian Council. 
EPS 
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GIANT APARTMENT COMPLEXES POSE OBSTACLE 
TO EVANGELISM, METHODIST JOURNAL REPORTS 


Park Ridge, Illinois, (EPS) -- The prospect of half the U.S. population 
living in "high-rise" apartment buildings by 1975 poses some tall hurdles 
for churches and synagogues interested in evangelism. 


This was the conclusion of a survey on specialized ministries in many parts 
of the nation reported by Miss Martha Lane in the October issue of Together, 
a publication of the United Methodist Church (USA). 


Residents of upper-income apartment houses are not "joiners", according to 
the article. They insist on privacy even to the point of not knowing their 
neighbours. Many feel the Church "has nothing to offer them". 


The most encouraging experiments, according to Miss Lane, were in low-income 
complexes. There was response from the residents to church programmes in 
tutoring, counselling, music, after-school activities, adult education, 
dramatics, crafts and community service. 


Ecumenical ventures are more desirable in apartments than unilateral, denomina- 
tional efforts, she found. Protestant-Catholic co-operation and Christian- 
Jewish work were termed important. 


Ministries in apartments require clearly defined, realistic purposes, 
adequate study, strong staffs, trained laymen and team approaches, Miss Lane 
concluded. 


Ineffective efforts included door-to-door calling, advertising, handbills, 
mailings, posted invitations, phone calls and radio appeals. 


EPS 
THREE U.S. MISSIONARIES 
BELIEVED LOST IN CONGO 
New York, (EPS) -- Three American missionaries were reported lost in the 


Northern Province of the Democratic Republic of Congo (Kinshasa). They 
were aboard a plane that failed to arrive in Boende on a flight from 
Mbandaka on October 13. 


Mr. Max L. Myers of Moline, Illinois was piloting a Cessna 185 belonging to 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of the U.S. His passengers were 
Mrs. Harrison Goodall, whose husband is a surgeon working at a government- 
owned hospital in Boende, and Mrs. Birney C. Hoyt, wife of a dentist at the 
hospital. Roman Catholics and members of the Christian Church administer 
and staff the hospital for the government. 


Mr. Myers and Mrs. Goodall were missionaries sent by the United Christian 
Missionary Society, a Disciples agency with headquarters in Indianapolis, 
Indiana. Mrs. Hoyt, a nurse, and her husband formed a voluntary team placed 
‘by the Catholic Medical Mission Board. 


The plane vanished in a dense rain forest; eleven planes searched the area. 
EPS 
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RAPID GROWTH OF GREEK ORTHODOX 
PARISHES IN BRITAIN REPORTED 


Birmingham, England, (EPS) -— Some 41 religious communities have been added 
to the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Thyateira and Grt. Britain since 1964, 
according to reports given at the Third Ecclesiastical Conference held here. 


Archbishop Athenagoras, spiritual leader of the church in the British Isles 
and Scandinavia, reported that out of a total of 52 congregations, 12 are 
still without priests. In Sweden and Norway there are only three priests 
for six parishes and a mission. 


Two buildings for educational use have recently been added, one to the 
Church of St. Andrew in Kentish Town (London) and the other to the Church 
of St. Nicholas in Shepherds Bush. A third is contemplated for Manchester. 


Clergymen serving the archdiocese, in addition to those of Greek or Cypriot 
origin, include six Estonians, five Poles or Byelorussians, three Englishmen, 
two Russians, two Germans and one each of the following: Romanian, Latvian, 
Ukranian, French, Swiss and Swedish. 


The conference endorsed the continued participation of the archdiocese in 
the ecumenical movement. It expressed gratitude to the Church of England 
for permitting Orthodox parishes to worship in Anglican churches. 


The theme of the Third Ecclesiastical Conference was "The Ministry of 
Clergy and Laity in the Orthodox Church". In addition to speeches by 
Archimandrites Panteleimon Coulouris, Timotheos Catsiyannis, and Irenaeos 
Vassiliou, Archbishop Athenagoras presented a synthesis on "The Church 
and the World". 


A message was issued advising Orthodox Christians to pray for peace and for 
unification of the Christian world. 
EPS 


ENROLMENTS AT HUNGARIAN 
SEMINARIES GIVEN 


Budapest, (EPS) -- Two Yugoslav students of theology are among those who 
enrolled at Hungarian seminaries last month. One, Karoly Andel, is spending 
his second year in the Reformed Theological Academy of Debrecen, Sandor 
Gonezo, a first-year student, is at Budapest Theological Academy of the 
Reformed Church. 


Enrolment figures for the Protestant seminaries in Hungary have been issued 
for the academic year 1968/69 as follows: 


Budapest Theological Academy (Reformed Church) reported 69 enrolled, with 

16 first-year students (12 men and four women). Reformed Theological Academy 
in Debrecen has 54 students, with 17 in their first year. Lutheran Theo- 
logical Academy in Budapest has 28 students, three being new. Baptist 


Theological ‘Seminary in Budapest enrols 16, four being new. ; 
EP 
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GREEK CHURCH ASKS NATION 
TO HELP RECRUIT PRIESTS 


Athens, (EPS) -- Archbishop Hieronymos, Primate of Athens and All Greece, 
has called on the Greek people to help in recruiting qualified candidates 
for the priesthood. 


With 1,500. parishes without priests, the Primate has declared a state of 
emergency and has sent men from the city into the rural areas where the 
needs are, greatest. 


Reporting that of 80 recent seminary graduates only 25 went into the priest- 
hood while most potential candidates graduated from universities become 

high school teachers, Archbishop Hieronymos begged those who are educated 

to consider ordination. He asked wives and parents not to hinder husbands 
and sons from seeking ecclesiastical orders. 


In a previous drive to obtain candidates 2,058 persons presented themselves, 
but, only 124 proved to be high school graduates. 


Meanwhile, a Greek ship hired by the United Nations agency UNICEF has sailed 
from Piraeus to Nigeria with 100 tons of rice and 220,000, tins of. evaporated 
milk. The shipment is the gift of the Church of Greece to victims of the 
Nigeria/Biafra conflict. The Church of Greece, through Archbishop Hieronymos, 
also forwarded US$8,425 for the purchase of tinned meat. 


The Greek Government shipped by the same vessel 100.tons of dried raisins 
for the war victims. 
EPS 


BRITISH CHRISTIANS BEAT DEVALUATION 


London, (EPS) -- Responding to a plea that they give more generously to 
compensate for fiscal devaluation, residents of Great Britain gave £300,000 
($720,000) more than the previous year's total to Christian Aid, the relief 
agency of the British Council of Churches. 


The record total of £1,800,000 ($4,320,000) was received for the financial 
year ending September 30. 


The Rev. Alan Brash, Christian Aid's new director, said: "Earlier this 
year we announced to all our supporters and workers that we needed an extra 
£200,000 simply to compensate for devaluation of the pound. As the figures 
show, they rose to the occasion. The alternative - to cut back on our aid 
to the world's needy ~ would have been unthinkable". 

EPS 


GERMAN CARDINAL VISITS ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH 


Munich, (EPS) -- The strengthening of relations between the Orthodox Church 
and Roman Catholicism was discussed when Jules Cardinal Dépfner, Archbishop 
of Munich, conferred in Istanbul with Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras. 

EPS 
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IN BRIEF 


The National Council of the French Reformed Church has appointed as its 
new general secretary the Rev. Paul Guiraud, 54, president of the Second 
Region (Normandy) and chaplain for dai ie in Rouen. He will take office 
September 1, 1969. The present secretary, the Rev. Albert Gaillard, con- 
tinues to serve until the end of 1969 to assist his successor. 


* * * 


Bishop Paul N. Garber, who retired in July as leader of the Raleigh, North 
Carolina, Area of the United Methodist Church, has been named as interim 
secretary of the World Methodist Council's newly authorized Geneva office 
in the Ecumenical Centre. 


* * % 


The Roman Catholic hierarchy of Scandinavia has issued a joint pastoral 
letter affirming the right of Catholics to hold an opinion other than that 
expressed by Pope Paul in his encyclical banning artificial birth control. 
They told their priests not to consider as "bad Catholics" those whose 
views differ from that expressed in the encyclical, Humanae Vitae which, 
the bishops said, was "not infallible". 


* % % 


The first merger between two Anglican theological colleges to take place 
since the Bunsen Commission recommended such action to the communion in- 
volves Tyndale Hall and Clifton. They stand within a mile of each other in 
Bristol. Even before the commission had suggested that the number of colleges 
be reduced from 25 to 14, the councils of the two Bristol colleges had con- 
sidered such a step to achieve greater effectiveness in training and economy 
in administration. Named as principal is the Rev. Michael Baughen, rector 

of Holy Trinity, Rusholme, Manchester. 


* * * 


More young people are attending church in Russia today than five or six years 
aB0; and more men are applying to enter the priesthood, Bishop Pierre 
L'Huillier, representative of the Exarch of Western Europe of the Moscow 
Patriarchate, told a group of religious journalists in Paris. Between 40 
and 60 million Russians are practicing the Christian faith more or less 
regularly, the Bishop stated. 


* % * 


Roman Catholic Bishop Charles H. Helmsing of Kansas City, Missouri (USA) 


has issued an official condemnation of the National Catholic Reporter, a 
liberal weekly newspaper edited by Catholic laymen. The bishop asked the 


journal to drop the word Catholic from its masthead. 


* * * 
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Special Report 


NEW DAWN AT GURUPI 


by Claudette Marquet 
WCC Staff Member 


A new day in community living with modern education and medical help has 
dawned on the small farming settlement of Gurupi, some 300 miles south of 
the Brazilian provincial town of Belem and some 1,200 miles north of Rio 
de Janeiro. 


A team of 12 volunteers from South American countries, Asia, Europe and 

the West Indies has arrived to serve the five-year-old settlement for a 
period of 10 months under the auspices of the Youth Department of the World 
Council of Churches and the Union of Latin American Evangelical Youth. 


Under a scheme in this Amazon region, 7,500 acres acquired from the regional 
government of Maranhao will be developed to demonstrate that decent and 
comfortable living conditions are possible. The project also hopes to 
create possibilities to better the lot of the surplus northeastern popula- 
tion and thus to serve as a symbol in the world-wide effort against hunger. 
Literacy classes for eight neighbouring areas are under way together with 
programmes to meet the basic needs of a new community. 


Over the past five years 50 families have settled at Gurupi; and the team 
of volunteers, drawn mostly from the developing nations of the world and 
each qualified in his own profession, have settled there to live and work. 


The Rev. Archie Le Mone, an associate secretary of the Youth Department of 
the World Council of Churches, told me “it's my idea that in the development 
of the developing nations people from developing nations should help". In 

this aspect the Gurupi project is new to Church thinking. | 


The face of Gurupi is gradually changing and when the new elementary school 
is completed and the irrigation canals and water reservoirs come into use 
the development of the new region will accelerate at a considerable pace. 
The peasant holdings will have enclosures for their animals and a centre for 
repairing farm machinery. . 


So the ears of those in the overpopulated areas will gradually pick up this 
success story, and others will make their way to what was dense forest but 
has become a new way of living with none of the drudgery of poverty and hunger. 
EPS 
(Number of words 360) 


* * & 


(Pictures of the project taken by Mr. Le Mone may be obtained from the Film/ 
Photo Section of the WCC's Department of Communication, 150 route de Ferney, 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland; and the World Council of Churches, Room 439, 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, New York 10027, U.S.A.) 
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Special Article 
THE CHURCH AND THE NEAR EAST REFUGEES 


By Wilbert Forker 
WCC Staff Member 


The Arab refugee who has been debated in international forums at all too 
frequent intervals over the ‘past 20 years is once again the centre of a 
controversy not of. his.own making. 


His existence, denied by some and poignantly portrayed by others, is a 
subject for the present. session of the United Nations to debate and in the 
forlorn hope of many to find an answer that will lead to a new era of hope 
for those lost even in nostalgic misery. 


The current. issue of the popular mass-cireulated American Magazine Look 


(October 29) retraces the steps of the Arab refugee following its September 17 


issue which threw a spanner in the works with "thé case of the missing Arab 


refugees" based on the forthcoming book Secret Weapon in the Middle East by 


Ira Hirschmann. 


But behind the diplomatic and political issues at stake in the current 
argument is the not too well-known story implemented by the World Council of 
Churches with the US$1.6 million raised by world-wide related agencies and 
churches, and through relief programmes of the Lutheran World Federation and 
YMCA/YWCA. 


The concern of the Church began, with the problem itself, during the Arab- 
Israeli war of 1948, and over the 20 years has changed from one of essential 
short-term emergency relief to long-term educational and welfare development 
projects. The six-day war of '67 made it essential for short-term relief to 
be re-established, and with over US$1.6 million to work on, an initial 970 
tents and 50,000 blankets and 25,000 mattresses were distributed to Syrians 
and Jordanians, many of whom were displaced "twice in a lifetime". 


To many older refugees home is only a memory but to the generation that was 
born in the shelter of tents and in hastily converted buildings, the passing 
years have brought some semblance of a home with huts slowly replacing their 
tents, and four walls, a door and a key opening up a new ray of hope. 


As the money from many countries accumulated and the camps grew so did the 


“need for schools to educate the new generation. From the small classes in 


tents to the present education system there has been evident the burning 
desire of the refugees for more and more learning. Training centres for 
different trades and professions have been opened, and today, graduates, from 


these’ centres are finding employment in the Arab world and prove a valuable 


asset to the economy. In these projects the silent hand of the world Church 
has been at work. 


more) 
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Then came the dramatic and tragic events of June '67. For a second time 
a people who had painfully built their lives were once again shattered: 


The sorrows of war brought in its wake the misery of the makeshift tent, 
but again the Church through its world-wide membership began to meet the 
need. The West Jordan Committee of the Near East Council of Churches has 
four medical clinics operating for 23 villages and has implemented a road 
and building construction programme. 


In Syria, a joint Government-World Council of Churches housing project is 
creating a new town outside the ancient city of Damascus for 2,000 families 
who are refugees from Quneitra. 


In the Gaza Strip 50 young men and 125 young women are enrolled at technical 
training centres. 


And to meet the inclement winter hazards in Jordan the World Council of 
Churches with the Near East Council of Churches is constructing 1,200 single- 
family prefabricated shelters near Jerash northeast of Amman, Bie te 1, 600 
families now live in tents. 


These long-term development projects implemented in co-operation with other 
international agencies are perhaps the avenue for the Arab refugee to gO . 
and qecntue bie find that he has arrived not to be moved for “thrice in a 
life-time". The West Bank projects have been welcomed by the Israeli’ 
Government, according to Mr. Richard Butler, the Near East emergency ~ 
secretary of the World Council of Churches. 


Meanwhile, the daily programme of feeding the hungry and clothing the poor 

continues, and may the delegates at the United Nations Assembly see the 

future in terms of people. ; 
EPS (Number of words 600) 
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(340) Young Arab schoolboys in the Gaza Strip, picking their way over, the 
rubble of demolished homes, are among those receiving new suits of clothing 
through World Council of Churches-supported relief and rehabilitation. pro- 
grammes in the Near East. (341) Souf Camp, near Jerash, Jordan, is one of 

six tent camps set up in the highlands after the renewal of military hostili- 
ties in March 1968 in the Jordan River Valley. This camp of approximately 1,600 
families is the site of the project of the WCC/DICARWS and other church, agencies 
to provide pre-fabricated shelters before winter weather begins. (342) The 
work of levelling the ground and laying a cement-belt foundation for the 
shelters in Souf Camp will be the contribution of the Jordan Government to, the 
project, thus freeing funds contributed through the churches to be used ex- 
clusively for the cost of purchase and erection of pre-fab units. 


(343) To date 1,200 family units have been ordered and initial work on the 
project is under way with a completion date of December 31 as the target. 
(344) A self-help sewing project in Jordan employing over 200 refugee women 
has produced some 25,000 new garments including school uniforms for girls 
in refugee schools in Amman. 
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NEW ERA FOR ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 
SEEN BY WCC LEADER 


Arnoldshain, Germany, (EPS) -- While the Fourth Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches at Uppsala last July did not break radically with the past, it 
marked the beginning of a new era in the life of the Council, General Secre- 
tary Eugene Carson Blake said here this week. 


Dr. Blake was speaking at a post-Uppsala evaluation meeting for German 
delegates to the Assembly and ecumenical secretaries from the "Landes" 
(regional) and Free Churches in Germany at the Evangelical Academy here. 


The meeting was chaired by Bishop D. Herman Dietzfelbinger, 60, chairman of 
the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany. 


In his address on "Uppsala and Afterward" Dr. Blake said the elections to 
the Central and Executive Committees of the WCC put into office "a new 
generation of leadership". 


While continuity with the past has been maintained by the re-election of a 
small minority of ecumenically experienced leaders, there is only a "very 

small carryover of persons with previous experience in the central life of 
the World Council", he stated. 


"However influential the experienced members may be", said Dr. Blake, "the 
new leadership...will be responsible for a new and exciting and more ecumenical 
era in the life of the Council." 


The former stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA paid 
tribute to the contribution of the Orthodox Church at Uppsala, the positive 
attitude of the 700 delegates towards the "new, intimate collaboration" with 
the Roman Catholics, and the critical function of the 150 youth participants. 
Scanning the three previous assemblies, Dr. Blake said, 'The Uppsala Assembly 
was clearly the most ecumenical because of the large and effective Orthodox 
presence". 


The Assembly "did not bog down or retreat, as had been widely predicted, 

because of the presence in the membership of many more Orthodox churches than 
before. The Orthodox delegates did not in fact become a bloc either politically 
or theologically any more than did the Anglicans or representatives of the 
American churches", Dr. Blake added. 


The "prophets of gloom" who had predicted sharp criticism about collaboration 
with the Roman Catholics from the minority Protestant churches in Latin 
American countries and from some Orthodox churches in Eastern Europe found 

no fulfilment. Said Dr. Blake, "This fact should not be cited to prove that 
no such concern is felt by these or other churches. We know that the effects 
of nine centuries of polemics, East and West, do not disappear in five years". 


The 61-year-old American-born general secretary said, "There will never be 
another assembly in the pattern of the first four". The Structure Committee 
report provides for a thorough examination and reorganization of the WCC, 
including the structure of the next assembly. 

(more) 
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Meanwhile in New York, 1,000 lay.members of churches in the metropolitan 
area were invited to an all-day symposium entitled "After Uppsala What?". 
Scheduled on a Saturday (November 2), the symposium was designed to inter- 
pret the Fourth Assembly to laymen and gain their insights on issues con- 
fronting the World Council in the years ahead. 


The programme included the showing of "One Out of Many", a film*on the 

work of the WCC; an address by Mrs. Cynthia Wedel, associate general 
secretary of the National Council of Churches; and reports on the six 
sections at the Uppsala Assembly. A closing address was given by Dr. Jan 
Lochman of Czechoslovakia, visiting professor at Union Theological Seminary. 


EPS 
BRITISH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES BACKS 
CHRISTIAN AID FOCUS ON DEVELOPMENT 
London, (EPS) -- The British Council of Churches unanimously adopted a new 


policy statement authorizing its Department of Christian Aid to stimulate 
a national response, as well as the response of individuals and churches, 
to the claims of international economic justice. 


At its half-yearly meeting here, the Council instructed Christian Aid in 
co-operation with likeminded organizations to conduct an educational pro- 
gramme "in the service of objectives such as the following": 


- that all political parties be urged to commit themselves to 
long-term involvement in the tasks of world development and 
that this be given high priority..."even though it would re- 
strict the speed of increase of our own affluence"; 


- that realistic targets for economic aid to developing countries 
be set and regularly revised, and that the immediate target of 
1% of gross national product as requested by UNCTAD II be 
realized not later than 1970; 


- that the trend towards easier loans and grants be continued on 
the basis of criteria "related to the maximum benefit to the 


development process of the recipient country"; 


- that efforts be made to adjust the terms of international trade 
to provide freer access to world markets for, developing countries, 
"and that. the costs of adjustment. within our own economy be 
equitably shared by all"; 


- that the help with family planning and population control now 
being given by the British Government in response to requests 
from the developing countries should be extended. 


A further resolution asked member churches to increase their financial support 
for Christian Aid, and to adopt budgetary policies whereby "such proportion of 
their regular income as would involve sacrifice" might be made available for 
development, in accordance with the recommendation of the WCC's Uppsala 


Assembly. 
(more) 


No. 40 - 31st October, 1968 4 


Christian Aid's director, the Rev. Alan Brash, told the Council that his 
department did not intend to divert from its "classical task" of raising 
and spending money as an immediate response to human need. On the contrary, 
it hoped to raise its income to £2 million during the present financial year. 


"But we do mean to see our responsibility also in terms of what this nation 
does", he said. 


By a majority of 30 votes to 5, with 11 abstentions, the Council resolved 
that any settlement of the Rhodesian dispute "must guarantee with effective 
safeguards the steady and unimpeded advance of the African population to 
political, social and economic equality, and must be seen to be acceptable 
to the Rhodesian people as a whole". 


Ecumenical Relations 


A special report to the Council on progress in ecumenical relations between 
Roman Catholics and other Christians cited "encouraging and heartening 
developments" such as the increasing number of local councils of churches 
that have Roman Catholics as full members. 


At the same time the report noted that the recent papal encyclical on birth 
control and the earlier credo for the Year of Faith “raise fundamental topics 
for an important exchange between Roman Catholics and other Christians". | 
These include "the concept of a hierarchy of truths, the primacy of con- 
science, and the exercise of collegiality". 


A working group of Catholic and Protestant bishops and scholars established 
in 1967 wrote the report. 


EPS 


12 SOUTH AFRICAN CLERGYMEN 
REJECT GOVERNMENT INTIMIDATION 


Pretoria, (EPS) -- An open letter has been sent by 12. leading Protestant. and 
Anglican clergymen to South African Prime Minister Balthazar J. Vorster noti- 
fying him they are not intimidated by threats against their anti-apartheid 
stand. 


The clergymen said they were reacting to the Prime Minister's recent state- 
ment criticizing "certain members of the clergy who use sermons for preaching 
politics" (EPS No. 36). 


In their open letter the clergymen said: "We are deeply disturbed by. your 
remark, not on account of ourselves or from fear as to what may happen to 
messengers of Christ, but because the head of our government has spoken in 
this manner.,..The highest service the Church can at present render the govern- 
ment in our country is to urge it in all seriousness and in God's name, to 
become converted from its ideology of apartheid", the letter said. 


The signatories are: Archbishop R. Selby Taylor, Bishop B.B. Burnett, 
Rev. John Davies, Dr. Elfie Strassberger (Anglicans), Rev. P.A. Welsh (Metho- 
dist), Rev. S.K.F. Windisch (Lutheran), Rev. C.F.B. Naude, Dr. Ben Engelbrecht, 
Dr. W.B. de Villiers (Ned. Geref. Kerk), Rev. J.A. Swanepoel (Presbyterian), 
Rev. Albert Geyser (Reformed) and Rev. J. Wing (Congregational). 

EPS 
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SCHOLARS STUDY BIBLICAL 
AUTHORITY IN MODERN AGE 


Geneva, (EPS)..--. A consultation on the authority of the Bible organized by 
the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches was held 
October 21-26 at the Reformierte Heimstatte Boldern near Zitirich. 


A group of 25 theologians from various countries met to consider plans for 

a thorough study on this subject. It was the first Faith and Order consulta- 
tion since the Fourth Assembly which had re-elected the Commission and 
included in its membership a greater number of representatives of non-member 
churches, among them nine Roman Catholic scholars. 


°The authority of the Bible is an issue that has been much debated in all 
churches today. The WCC is firmly committed to the recognition of the 
importance of the Scriptures for faith and Christian life. Its basis 
clearly states that it is "a fellowship of churches which confess Jesus 
Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures", 


This claim is questioned, however, from two sides. On the one hand there 
are those who doubt that the WCC really recognizes the Bible.as God's word 
and uses it as the supreme norm of its decision. On the other hand some 
accuse the World Council of too nafve a use of Scriptures, not taking 
sufficient account of the results of historical-critical research, -A grow- 
ing number of Christians question to what extent guidance can be expected 
from the Bible for decisions to be taken today. 


The study now planned aims at clarifying the relevance of the Bible for 
present day Church and Christian life. 


The discussion revealed that the old differences, though far from being 
overcome, no longer bear the same weight as hitherto, but they still need 

to be discussed. In particular, there are deep differences in understanding 
the relationship between Scriptures and the Church. ..The maim problems arise, 
however, for all churches. In the confrontation of the biblical message 
with today's world, how is the text to be interpreted? How can the book 

of the past be understood as living truth for present. and future? 


The group recognized that these questions, could, not. be dealt with: in abstrac- 
tion. It discouraged the attempt to compare the various positions and to 
formulate a general view on the authority of the Bible. Rather, it suggested 
that ‘these questions would find clarification by actually dealing with 
biblical texts. It therefore decided to. ask several regional. groups to take 
up different biblical themes or ethical problems discussed in the churches 
and provide an exegetical=theological reflection upon them. They should 
then determine what they had to say on the authority of Scripture. 


As»possible themes the following were proposed: the miracle stories in 
the New Testament, the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, Christian participa- 
tion in revolution, the expectation of eternal life. Several groups have 
already agreed to co-operate in this effort. Their discussions will be 
based on the earlier report on Hermeneutics adopted by the Faith and Order 
Commission at Bristol (1967). The findings of the regional groups will be 
submitted to the Faith and Order Commission at its next meeting in 1971. 


(more) 
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Those taking part in the six-day consultation included James Barr (England), 
Hendrikus Berkhof (Holland), Erich Dinkler (Germany), Walter Harrelson (USA), 
Eberhard Jiingel (Zurich, Switzerland), Dennis Nineham (England). Seven 
Roman Catholic scholars participated, among them theologians from Italy and 
Spain. Mr. Rudolf Kasstihlke represented the United Bible Societies. 

EPS 


CANADIAN ANGLICANS PERMIT WOMEN 
TO ASSIST IN SERVING COMMUNION 


Augusta, Georgia, (EPS) -- The Canadian bishops of the Anglican Church have 
taken action that would allow either a man or a woman to assist in administer- 
ing Holy Communion. 


Meeting in executive session here, the bishops agreed that diocesan bishops 
could permit "a communicant in good standing" acceptable to the rector and 
congregation "to assist in the administration of the paten and/or chalice" 
for a specified period of time. 


Action was also taken by the Canadians removing restrictions on deacons - 
men about to be ordained - which previously limited them to assisting with 
the administration of the chalice. They were given the right to administer 
both bread and wine. 


In joint sessions with the House of Bishops of the Episcopal Church in the 
U.S. the Canadians formed the Anglican Council of North America to plan 
common strategy in areas ranging from urban renewal to church unity. The 
Anglican Church in British West Indies will vote in 1969 on whether to join 
the council. 


In its constitution the council is described as “giving expression to the 
existing unity of the church and ministering to the wider unity to which 

the whole Church is committed". It would seek to prevent overlapping in 

such areas as radio/television work, church schools, and missions. 


In separate session the U.S. bishops unanimously warned that the nation is 
being polarized into "extremes of the political spectrum" over the slogan 
"law and order". They said the phrase is being used as a screen behind 
which are hiding "repressive forces, desiring to see no change in the 
nation's life". 


The closing paragraph of their statement says: 


"Justice contains within itself always and for ever a conception of equality 
before the law. The principle is sacred that laws of the land be written 

and enforced impartially and with no respect of persons. If this is not the 
case, the law and its officials must be rebuked and corrected before a higher 
law". 


The House of Bishops re-affirmed its 1967 stand in favour of selective con- 
scientious objection. 
EPS 


| 
| 


No. 40 - 3lst October, 1968 7 


WSCF SECRETARY COMMENTS 
ON CZECH EVENTS 


Florence, (EPS) -- When a whole people participates in the building up of 
a society, an irreversible historical process is started which is strong 
enough to withstand temporary reversals. 


This estimate of the current situation in Czechoslovakia was offered by 
the Rev. Milan Opocensky, a member of the Evangelical Church of Czech 
Brethren who is European secretary of the World Student Christian Federation. 


At. the invitation of the Roman Catholic Church of the Isolotto, he addressed 
various Catholic and Evangelical groups in Florence recently. 


The former professor at the Comenius Faculty in Prague spoke of the "new 
direction" initiated by party officials and other responsible groups in 

an attempt to restore the essential humanism of socialism and to recover 
contact with the masses. By means of debate and dialogue on the ideas of 


“socialism, the leaders were able to obtain solid support, according to 


Mr. Opocensky. 
"Therefore, the future cannot be dark", he said. 


In his speech at the Isolotto Church, he insisted on the need for the Church 
to bring peace in the world in the sense in which the Old Testament prophets 


‘used the term. "When the Church considers the sin and the problems of man- 


kind in their totality, she is able to stimulate in the believers a sense 
of their political function", he said. 
EPS 


PENTECOSTAL CHURCHES 
GROW IN ROMANTA 


London, (EPS) -- Pentecostal churches in Romania now total 900 with 200 
ministers and approximately 80,000 members, according to an official dele- 
gation which visited Great Britain recently. 


Mr. Pavel Bochian, president of the work in Romania, and Mr. Trandafir 
Sandru, former general secretary who is pastor of a church in Bucharest, 
reported that the Pentecostal groups are the latest to have obtained 


recognition from the government. 


Work commenced there in 1922 and throughout the years has shown remarkable 
growth. Most churches meet in rented property, but the movement owns some 


buildings of its own. 


André Nicolle, Paris pastor who accompanied the delegation, reported on 

two visits to Romania in the last two years. In a Bucharest church the hall 
was too small for the entire congregation; inside were 500 persons, out 
side 300 more. At Bukovine, two kilometres from the Russian border, he 


met with a congregation of 2,000. 
EPS 
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CHURCHES LAND 4,800 TONS 
OF FOOD/MEDICINES IN BIAFRA 


Geneva, October 30, (EPS) -- The 500th mercy flight to Biafra since 
September was completed this week by the European church-sponsored organiza- 
tion "Nordchurchaid" out of the West African island of Sao Tome. 


The 500 flights have carried a total of 4,800 tons of high-protein foods — 
for the 700 feeding stations in Biafra serving 350,000 meals a day mainly 
to children and nursing mothers. Urgent medical supplies for the Queen 
Elizabeth Joint Hospital at Umuahia have also been airlifted. 


The "Nordchurchaid" operation is the largest airlift in the 50 years of 
inter-church relief work. The daily programme has been to load their eight 
chartered aircraft by day with dried fish, eggs, powdered milk and medicines 
and from dusk make for the Biafran air corridors. Each aircraft has averaged 
two flights a night. 


The cargoes to the needy Biafrans have been calculated by Dr. Herman Middle- 
koop, a medical missionary from Holland, who has been acting as organizer 
for relief work for the World Council of Churches. 


"Nordchurchaid" was formed as an ad hoc air transport organization in late 
August to charter planes for airlifting relief supplies contributed by the 
churches. The founders were: Folkekirkens Nédhjaelp, Denmark; Kyrkans 
U-landshjaelp, Finland; Kirkens Nédhjelp, Norway; and Svenska Lutherhjdlpen, 
Sweden. The Protestant and Roman Catholic agencies in Germany have since 
dovetailed their airlift relief work with 'Nordchurchaid". 


The airlift organization has received US$125,000 from Church World Service 
(USA), US$24,000 from Christian Aid (UK), US$100,000 from the World Council 
of Churches and US$50,000 from a Protestant organization in Holland. 


"Nordchurchaid" is negotiating for Hercules aircraft that have double the 
freight capacity of the operating DC7s. 
EPS 


NEW PURGE OF GREEK BISHOPS 


Athens, (EPS) -- The Greek régime has ordered a new purge of bishops of 
the Orthodox Church and ruled that prelates deposed on moral grounds 
should be confined to monasteries. 


The Greek Cabinet has approved a constituent act ordering the compulsory 
retirement of all bishops who have either held a metropolitan see for 
more than 30 years, or served in the church for more than 40 years. The 
act, which has the power of a constitutional. amendment, was published in 
the Official Gazette on the eve of the referendum on the new constitution, 
but it was only released later. 


Greek bishops were previously required to retire at 80. The new regulation 
will result in the compulsory retirement of three metropolitans and more 
than 20 suffragan bishops still below retirement age. 

EPS 
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AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ACTS ON SOCIAL QUESTIONS 


Omaha, Nebraska, (EPS) -- The American Lutheran Church took several actions 
related to the racial crisis during its fourth general convention here, but 


refused to endorse conscientious objection to a particular war or to condemn 
the Vietnam war. 


The, three: actions’ on race included: passage of a statement affirming that 
"there»are no Scriptural barriers to marriage across racial lines"; approval 
ef the investment of $1% million in programmes to benefit disadvantaged 
minority groups, and creation of a special "Co-ordinating Committee on 
National Crisis"; and approval of "Project Equality", an inter-church effort 
tojuse the hiring and purchasing power of religious institutions to end 
discrimination. 


After an extended debate on the issue of selective conscientious objection, 
the convention voted 479 to 292 to refer for further study a statement on 
the subject recommended. by the ALC's Commission on Research and Social Action. 


A statement: entitled "Vietnam 1968"; which was adopted, expressed "growing 
anxiety over our’ country's loss of prestige and moral leadership due to 
war"',oand said that “use of military power must be guided by an emphasis 


on»human rights and values". 


Earlier in the convention”proceedings Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz, president of 
the church, had urged delegates to back a programme to assist developing 
nations as a gesture of protest against the reduction in U.S. foreign aid 
recently voted by Congress. 


"Why not challenge Russia before the eyes of a concerned world that we would 
reduce our armaments by a given number of dollars if she would do likewise?" 
Dr. Schiotz asked. "The money. saved. by both nations could be placed at, the 
disposal of the World Bank for use as interest~free loans." 


In other actions the convention: 


- approved pulpit and altar fellowship With the Lutheran Church - 
Missouri Synod, the Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches, and 
the Lutheran Church in America, ‘allowing pastors to exchange 
pulpits and members to receive Communion in local churches; 


- endorsed guidelines to be observed in entering into, official. co- 
operation with other Christians; 


— deferred a decision on membership in the National Council of 
Churches for two years to give congregations time to study 
the question; 


~ heard William P. Thompson, stated clerk of, the United Presbyterian 

Church, assert that Lutheran-Reformed doctrinal discussions have 
removed theological obstacles to fellowship and this constitutes 
an obligation,"for. fuller realization: of. the unity. we have been 


given in Jesus Christ". 
| EPS 
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WORLD BODIES OF REFORMED/CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCHES TO MERGE IN 1970 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The merger of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
and the International Congregational Council will take place at a joint 
assembly in Nairobi, Kenya, from August 20 to 30, 1970. 


The assembly will also be the 20th General Council of the World Alliance 
and will have as its theme, "God reconciles and makes free". Discussion 
in four sub-sections will be concerned with "the freedom of God's world", 
"the freedom of the new man", “the freedom of a just order", and "the 
freedom of Christian witness". 


Member churches have been urged to include in their delegations at least 
one person under 30. Where a church is entitled to not more than one 
delegate, an additional delegate may be sent provided he (or she) is under 
30. 


The WARC, founded in 1875, has 110 member churches, the ICC has 19. 


After years of preliminary discussion a joint committee was appointed in 
1964 to implement the will of both organizations and to draft a constitu- 
tion. The decision to unite was taken at a meeting of the joint executive 
committees in Uppsala last July, after a majority vote by member churches 
in favour of the union. The new organization will have an estimated 
membership of more than 60 million people in 75 countries. 

EPS 


MEMORIAL SERVICE HONOURS 
FAITH AND ORDER PIONEER 


Geneva, (EPS) -—- One of the fathers of the Faith and Order movement, the 
late Dr. Douglas Horton, was remembered with deep gratitude at a memorial 
service in the Ecumenical Centre here on October 28. 


Dr. Horton, a prominent U.S. Congregationalist who died August 21 in New 
Hampshire, had chaired the WCC's Faith and Order Commission from 1957 to 
1963. He had also been instrumental in establishing the WCC and the 
National Council of churches (USA). 


For the service here, the World Council staff were joined by members of the 
International Ecumenical Fellowship composed of Protestants, Anglicans, 
Orthodox and Roman Catholics from 11 nations. The group had just’ concluded 
its inaugural conference at Gwatt, Switzerland. 


As director of the WCC Faith and Order Secretariat, Dr. Lukas Vischer spoke 
appreciatively of Dr. Horton's capacity for friendship and his complete open- 
ness to Vatican Council II, which he attended as a Protestant observer. 


"His determination to see the positive side, to discover the possibilities 
and potentialities in a situation while withholding criticism was perhaps 
his greatest contribution to ecumenical dialogue", said Dr. Vischer. 

; EPS 
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BISHOP/WOMEN DIALOGUE ON UNITY 
IN ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS 


Denver, Colorado, (EPS) -- A Roman Catholic bishop, noted for his leader- 
ship in liturgical renewal, engaged in dialogue with two women - one a Pro- 


testant ~ during a Mass celebrated at the convention of the National Council 
of Catholic Women here. 


Instead of the usual sermon, Bishop Charles A. Buswell of Pueblo had a 
dialogue on Christian unity with Miss Helen Turnbull of New York, an Episco- 
palian, and Mrs. Arlene Swidler of Philadelphia. Miss Turnbull, director 
of planning for Church Women United, a department of the National Council of 
Churches, was formerly on the staff of the World Council of Churches in the 
Department on Co-operation of Men and Women. 


Miss Turnbull pointed out the unity in faith that already exists among 
Christians and cited several examples of women of many denominations working 
together in a common cause. 


The convention voted to set up a "Friday Fund" to put abstinence to work 

in alleviating hunger and want overseas, and pledged support to various 

Catholic programmes for relief, justice and peace. Turning to world trade, 

they called attention to "the rising tide of protectionism in the U.S." 

which "jeopardizes the ability of new nations to gain access to needed markets". 
EPS 


‘WELSH CHURCHES REPORT 
PROGRESS IN UNION TALKS 


Cardiff, Wales, (EPS) -- Streamlining of the ministry and united services 
of worship are among the steps towards unity urged in a progress report 
issued by four Welsh denominations discussing church union. 


Involved are the Church in Wales (Anglican), the Union of Welsh Independents, 
the:Methodist Church and the Presbyterian Church. 


The recent progress report on ordination and the use of church buildings 
recommended adoption of a single ministry for the four churches and united 
services at mid-week. 


A Joint Covenant Committee was set up in 1966. Union is envisaged by 1970, 
EPS 


NEW BISHOP OF AUSTRIAN CHURCH INSTALLED 


Vienna, (EPS) -- The Rev. Oskar Sakrausky, 54, was installed October 28 as 
bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Augsburg Confession in the 
presence of the President of the Austrian Republic and representatives of 
the World Council of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation. 


Retiring Bishop D. Gerhard May installed his successor with the co-operation 
of Bishops Dietzfelbinger (West Germany), Wantula (Poland), Cymorek and 


Chabada (Czechoslovakia) and Kaldy PUPEAEY “ose 
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Special Article 


AN INTERVIEW WITH METROPOLITAN NIKODIM 


Chairman, Department of External Church Affairs, 
Orthodox Church of Russia 


Question: What does it mean to be a Christian in today's world? 


Met. Nikodim: To be a Christian today, as at any other time, means trying 
to accomplish God's will in one's personal and family life, and in social 
and international life. It means actively following Christ and his gospel 
by supporting love, truth and peace everywhere. 


Question: What could be done to bring the Church closer to the people and 
make it more active? 


Met. Nikodim: If the Church's mission of salvation and its work in the 
world are to become more comprehensible to men and inspire their respect 
and sympathy, it is most important that all members of the Church should 
possess the Christian quality I mentioned above. 


Question: How can the Church participate in political life? 


Met. Nikodim: The Church cannot and must not have any political interests 
of its own, nor serve as an instrument for carrying out any political policy. 
But it is called to judge everything (including political life) from the 
spiritual point of view, helping men of good will to "prove all things and 
hold fast that which is good" (I Thess. 5: 21) 


Question: What could be done to curb the violent explosion of population 
in the under-developed countries? 


Met. Nikodim: The population explosion cannot be regarded as a bad thing, 
which should be curbed. As for the discrepancy between the increase in 
population and the material goods required to ensure a decent standard of 
life, this discrepancy must be overcome by giving active help to the under- 
developed countries, so that they become better-developed with an adequate 
standard of living for man, the consummation of God's creation. 


Question: What forms of birth control are acceptable to you? 

Met. Nikodim: All forms of birth control are undesirable, because they are 
linked with sin and dull the conscience. Society in its development must 
take a firm stand against suppressing life in the mother's womb. 

Question: What is the greatest sin for a Christian? 

Met. Nikodim: Deliberately and obstinately opposing God's will. 

Question: What could be done to avoid the generations conflict? 

Met. Nikodim: The older generation must pay more attention to the moral 


education of youth, at the same time trying to set a personal example worthy 
of emulation. 
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With 38% of the world's population now living in urban settings and: even 
traditionally agrarian countries caught up in the process of urbanization, 


the Church, along with other institutions, is forced to adapt to the new 
Situation if it wishes to survive. 


In a number. of.cities,, ecumenical ministries are experimenting with a new 


, Style, of. Christian presence including service among those who work in 


industry. Since neither cities nor industry are interested in unilateral 


,denominational. action, a unified approach’is essential. It may point 


the. way.to church co-operation in other fields. 


This is*thé first in a series of articles in which Christians pioneering 
in-urban and industrial mission in all. six. continents. describe their. work. 
Thé articles are a cross-section of some 100 projects with which the World 
Council of Churches is in contact through its Division of World Mission 
and Evangelism and its secretary for urban mission. Editors.are free to 
reproduce the articles without permission. 


m | THE-WORLD OF ROUTE 128 


by Scott I, Paradise 


“Compared with the auto industry of Detroit,.the burgeoning research ‘and 


‘development industry fringing Boston, Massachusetts seemed idyllic. Gone 


were the huge plants with massive and dehumanizing production lines and the 
endless manoeuvring and wrangling of labour jand management. Instead I 

found a new and growing industry made up of hundreds of small (and a few 
large) companies employing thousands of engineers and scientists. Most of 
the firms gathered along Route 128, the highway skirting the outer limits 

of Boston, offered the men working in them,both,..suburban surroundings: in 
which to live and work and also projects which were challenging. and often 
fun. The industry drew on Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Harvard 
University for technical and scientific resources. For customers and clients 
it tended to look to Washington, D.C., and in particular, to the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Defence. For most men in the industry, Boston offered. culture, 
education and entertainment. Its environs proved to be a good place to live. 


The’ few engineers, scientists and managers T knew on my arrival were glad 
to have lunch with me, tell me about their work and show me around their 
laboratories’ and offices. They introduced me to their friends who in turn 
further widened my circle of acquaintances. Soon I knew a good-sized sample 
of the’ industry's technical and research personnel. Through them I learned 
much about life in ‘the world of Route 128 and became convinced that the 
task of Boston Industrial Mission lay with this space-age industry. 


Curiously, during this period of initiation I began to experience a growing 
sense of anxiety about man's future. The industry's future-orientation may 
have been partly responsible. The engineers and scientists working in it 
proved to be acutely sensitive to current trends and especially aware of | 
the immense power and serious’ limitations of science and technology. Some 
of them talked of the’ difficulty of controlling the dynamic forces unleashed 
by*the’new technology: Within a decade or two, they said, exploding popu" 
lations would bring’ to the world famine of catastrophic dimensions. Meanwhile 


14 * 


me | 
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overcrowding, pollution and the squandering of resources make the earth, less 
and less habitable. 


They pointed to reports and statistics showing that the rich and the poor 
stood on opposite sides of a widening gap. Our political and economic 
system seems committed to use science and technology to widen this gap further. 


Moreover we accumulate new instruments of tyranny, social control or slaughter 
which may be used on the poor if they protest against the widening gap. No 
one seems to know how to create a world community of freedom and equality. 

Yet nothing less seems likely to save us from an ominous future. In the past 
the Christian notions of love and justice were posed as ideals. Today they 
have become necessities if a humane world society is to be achieved. 


The number of engineers and scientists who shared these concerns encouraged 
me. Together we formed a variety of lunch-hour forums and evening seminars. 
Our discussions usually focused on the relationship between our social con- 
cerns and the new technologies spawned in the laboratories around us. For 
example, on one occasion Roger Revelle of the Harvard Centre for Population 
Studies spoke with us about the challenge presented to technology by ex- 
ploding populations. On another, Richard Bolt of Bolt, Beranek & Newman 
shared his views on the effect that computers would probably have on education 
and educational philosophy. In several ‘seminar series we tried to see whether 
systems analysis could be applied to urban problems. (In systems analysis, 

men with different skills combine their knowledge to calculate the costs 

and benefits of alternative solutions to a problem.) Again and again we re- 
turned to wrestle with the question, “What can we do? - as engineers? - as 
scientists? - as citizens?". 


These men who in varying degrees shared my sense of crisis joined in the two- 
fold task of Boston Industrial Mission. It was to awaken others in the 
industry to an awareness of the crisis and to discover ways to face it 
creatively. 


Two Philosophies of Engineering 


In assessing these tasks we ran headlong into a complex of psychological 
defences which permeates the culture of the research and development industry. 
These defences take the form of four assertions which are rarely articulated 
systematically but, nevertheless, emerge in almost every discussion with 
engineers on their social responsibility. Taken together, they constitute 

an ideology of complacency. Their apologists rarely defend, any one of the 
assertions for long, but, instead, fall back on each one in turn. 


The first assertion is that technological advance is good, since it increases 
human. power and thereby enlarges human freedom... This universal affirmation 
of faith frees the engineer from the need to distinguish between various 
kinds of technological advances. Thus it offers him a sense that he is 

doing good regardless of the project he is working on. When examples are 
thrust at him of cases where technological advances did not. significantly 
enlarge human freedom, he retreats to the second affirmation: technological 
advance is ambiguous. We can never be sure what its effects are going to be. 
When reminded that in certain cases we can predict with some certainty that 
the undesirable consequences will outweigh the desirable, he retreats to the 
third position. 
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"I'm only the engineer", he says. "It is for the politicians and other 
decision-makers to decide how my work is to be used:" The attack on this 
position requires more subtlety. But examples can be given to show that 
few decisions are purely technical. By giving the decision-maker new 
alternatives or new definitions of his problem the technologist is, in fact, 
not only affecting the decision~making process but also, in many cases, 
determining what decision will be made. 


If the apologist is finally driven from this redoubt of irresponsibility, 

he ‘usually takes refuge in’the stronghold of powerlessness. Technological 
advance is inexorable. "You can't turn the clock back." "If I don't do 
‘the job, someone else will." "It's going to happen anyway." "Anything that 
can be done will be done." 


By meeting these assertions one by one, we are moving towards a new philo- 
sophy of engineering. This philosophy recognizes that an engineer is, at 
least to some degree, responsible for the uses to which his work is put. 
It also assumes that it is possible, in some instances, to discriminate 
between technology which enhances the quality of human life and that which 
erodes it or merely changes it. It asserts that the engineer has power 

to guide technological advance in desirable directions. 


Whether such a philosophy of engineering can be developed and will prove 
viable as a way of life for many remains to be seen. Clearly, however, 
such a philosophy stands in stark contrast with many assumptions current 
in the profession. It implies a radical change not only for engineers but 
for our economic system and political structures; and those who embrace 

it have a special role to play in bringing about this change. 


The prestige of science and technology still towers so high over the 
American scene that the voices of scientists and engineers carry special 
authority. Because of their training and their familiarity with certain 
world trends, these men are equipped to perceive and speak about the 
deepening human crisis. Since the average man often expects to be rescued 
from every disaster by scientific and technological improvisations, it may 
require a scientist or engineer to dash that false hope. 


Awareness of the crisis into which the old order has been leading us is a 
pre-requisite to change. And in some circumstances, a good shaking wakes 
people more effectively than words. Riots, demonstrations and strikes con- 
front our institutions directly with a demand for change. In many instances, 
the mass of Americans will feel the seriousness of the situation only by such 


direct confrontation. 


But words are also needed to persuade society that the consequences of non- 
change would be catastrophic. Without such words those in power respond 
with grudging and limited concessions or more likely with fanatical repression, 
-. In order for radical social reform to take place, we need both direct and 
inescapable confrontation with the crisis and also ideas and rational argu- 
ments for change which reach the corridors of power and society at large. 


Results 


Though still in an embryonic state, the creation of a community of support 
for those willing to speak out about our crisis situation stands as a most 


: 
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promising result of Boston Industrial Mission. Instead of being structured 
in a formal organization, the community exists through a growing network of 
informal contacts. The lunch-hour forum on technology and social concern 
serves as its primary focal point. Here, engineers and scientists sharing 
common concerns meet and discuss them regularly. A variety of small task 
groups has sprung up. One of these has proposed criteria to help distinguish 
between humanly desirable and undesirable uses of technology. Another group 
composed of systems analysts is evaluating and moving beyond current 
guaranteed income proposals. These papers will be disseminated and used to 
provoke further discussion and we hope eventually, political action. Still 
another group, this one made up of managers, had a jolting confrontation 
with black militants. Since then, it has been painfully exploring newly seen 
dimensions of personal and corporate responsibility. 


In addition to group projects, the community has played a part in certain 
personal decisions made by men related to it. Since motives are always 

mixed and it is hard to draw a straight line between cause and effect, I 
hesitate to call them results. Nevertheless, one man has resigned his position 
as vice-president of a small electronics company to found a corporation 
dedicated to applying new technology to social problems. Another refused to 
respond to his superior's suggestion that he write a proposal for an air- 
conditioning system for military planes and instead wrote one on possible 

ways to combat thermal pollution in American rivers. Another has started a 
move to diversify his company's business into non-military areas. 


But these examples should not give the false impression that the bulk of 

our discussions have centred on the evils of the weapons business. In fact, 
our attention has been drawn much more to the potential and limitations of 
modern technology in enhancing the quality of life. The examples merely 

serve to show that questions about military work lie near the surface of these 
men's minds. 


If Boston Industrial Mission can enlarge among engineers and scientists the 
hope that they can determine their own destinies and responsibly influence 
the course of history, the results may be important indeed. 


Incorporated in 1964, the Boston Industrial Mission is responsible to a board 
of trustees which is composed of men from industry and clergy from the support- 
ing denominations, including the American Baptist Convention, the Episcopal 
Church, the United Church of Christ and the United Presbyterian Church. Its 
staff consists of the Rev. Scott Paradise, executive director, and the Rev. 
Norman Faramelli, associate director. 


(Photos are available from the WCC Film/Photo Section, Department of Communica- 
tion, Ecumenical Centre, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland.) 
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CENTRAL COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
REPLIES ON CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Geeeva, (EPS) -- The Chairman of the Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches, Mr. M.M. Thomas of Bangalore, India, has thanked three Orthodox 
churches in the USSR and Poland for their views on recent events in Czecho- 
slovakia. 


At the same time, he voiced gratification that “the process of withdrawing 
the armies of the Warsaw Pact countries has begun" and expressed the hope 
that it would be completed "enabling Czechoslovakia to consolidate its 
socialist achievements in the best way suited to its national genius". 


Mr. Thomas addressed letters to Patriarch Alexei of Moscow and All Russia, 
to the secretary of the Supreme Spiritual Council of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church, and to Metropolitan Stephan of Warsaw and All Poland. 


All three had written to him criticizing a WCC officers’ statement calling 
for removal of troops from Czechoslovakia (EPS No. 36). 


In letters sent November 6 from Geneva where he was attending a series of 
meetings at WCC headquarters, Mr. Thomas expressed appreciation for "the 
spirit of ecumenical charity and fellowship" behind the responses of the 
churches. He assured them that their replies were received "in the same 
ecumenical spirit". 


"Meanwhile, I am happy to note", he wrote, "that the process of withdrawing 
the armies of the Warsaw Pact countries from Czechoslovakia has begun and 
I hope that this will be completed, enabling Czechoslovakia to consolidate 
its socialist achievements in the best way suited to its national genius and 
to normalize its international relations as a member of the fellowship of 
socialist nations." 

EPS 


WCC LEADER WELCOMES 
CESSATION OF BOMBING 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The "good news" that the United States had ceased bombing 
North Vietnam without conditions was welcomed particularly by member churches 
of the World Council of Churches, according to General Secretary Eugene 
Carson Blake, not only because the WCC has since 1966 called for this action 
as a necessary and proper risk for peace by the strongest power directly 
involved in the conflict, but also because it ends the killing and maiming of 
the people of North Vietnam. 


Word that the National Liberation Front and the government of South Vietnam 
had been invited to join the Paris peace talks was hailed as giving promise 
for the rapid achievement of a cease-fire throughout the divided nation 
preliminary to the negotiation of a just and honourable peace. 


"Qur prayers are first of all thanksgivings to God for His mighty acts of 
providence and next the fervent petition that he will guide and inspire the 
leaders of both sides of the confrontation to find the way to lasting peace", 
Dr. Blake said. 

EPS 
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SPOKESMAN FOR ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE TERMS 
ONASSIS MARRIAGE "CANONICALLY VALID" 


Geneva, (EPS) -- "The marriage between Mr. Aristotle Onassis ‘and Mrs. Jacque- 
line. Kennedy Onassis is a canonically valid mixed marriage and its partners 
are two legally married Christians deserving of respect", declared His Emin- 
ence Metropolitan Meliton of Chalcedon. 


In, a statement issued through the Geneva office of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
Metropolitan Melitony dean of the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
and the leading negotiator for the removal of the anathemas between Rome and 
Constantinople, said: 


"This.is.a case of a canonically performed mixed marriage between a member 

of the Roman Catholic Church and’ a*member of the Orthodox Church according 

to the canon law and practice of the Holy Orthodox Church. Mr. Aristotle 

Onassis.is.a member of the Orthodox Church, who had a canonical first marriage 
,sthat,later was dissolved in accordance with the canon law of the Orthodox 

Church. by.the Ecclesiastical Court of the Creek Orthodox Archdiocese of North 

and South America. In the canonical letter confirming the dissolution of 

the first marriage, it is clearly stated that Mr. Onassis is free to come 

to a/'tsecond legal and» canonical marriage", He has come to such a marriage 

with a Roman Catholic widow who was also free to come to a second marriage. 


"This marriage has been blessed by a sacred minister of the Orthodox: Church 
according to the rites of the Orthodox Church, on the basis of a canonical 
licence issued by the Metropolitan of Leukas of the Orthodox Church of Greece. 
Therefore this is a fully lawful mixed marriage valid for, and to be defended 
by, the whole Orthodox Church.... 


"It is well-known that the Roman Catholic Church has taken the initiative in 
the, recognition of mixed marriages between Roman Catholics and Orthodox 
performed. in; the: Orthodox Church. "We have before us the case of such a 
mixed marriage. 


"The, validity» of) such a mixed marriage cannot in our’ undérstanding be based 
solely upon the canon law of the Roman Catholic Church. Account must also 
be taken of its sacramental validity according to Orthodox canon law, 
especially when the marital demands'of canon law concerning the Orthodox 
partner are fully in order. 


"Ieam suresthat it was on account of ‘the above-mentioned very delicate points 
that »mo-ecclesiastical authority of the Roman Catholic Church made any 
responsible negative comment on the marriage of Mrs. Kennedy and Mr. Onassis, 
and that so far only personal views have appeared in the papers. [ The 
Vatican weekly L'Osservatore della Dominica, without ment ioning the name 

of Mrs. Onassis, recently maintained that a Roman Catholic in her present 
marital state is barred from the sacraments and is in "'aystate of ‘spiritual: 
degradation...a public sinner", Editor } 


.. Im conclusion I must add that the last word on the validity of any sacrament 
. of the. Holy Orthodox Church, performed according to the teaching of canon law 

of this church, rests with the highest authority of this Church. We therefore 
»s consider this’ mixed marriage canonically valid and the partners to it not 


as» simners» but! as Christian spouses deserving of all due respect". ’ 
EP 
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CATHOLICS IN INDIA SEEK COURT 
TEST OF ANTI-CONVERSION LAWS 


Madras, India, (EPS) -- The Catholic Union of India has begun court action 
seeking a Supreme Court judgment on the constitutionality of two anti-con- 
version laws recently passed in the states of Madhya Pradesh and Orissa. 


Known as Freedom of Religion Acts, the laws seriously restrict the activity 
of missionaries and require that all conversions be reported to a district 
magistrate and investigated by an officer not below the rank of police 
inspector. . 


M.K. Nambiar, a noted Madras lawyer, has been engaged by the Catholic Union 
to file an appeal with the Supreme Court to strike the laws down as void 
under articles 13 and 32 of the Indian, Constitution. 


The Union has also said the laws violate article 25; which guarantees a 
person freedom of conscience and the right. to profess, practice and propagate 
his religion. It has questioned whether states have a right to legislate 

on religion. 


The Standing Committee of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of India will 
assist in the court action. 


The Indian Witness, official journal of the Methodist Church in Southern 
Asia, said that while the laws "claim to. be aimed at controlling unfair 

practices", actually they "not only affect the right of propagation, “but 
restrict religious freedom as such", 


The Witness quoted The Hindustan Times of New Delhi, a major daily, saying: 


"The Hindustan Times has rightly pointed out significant: implications’ for ' 
people of all religions: that this is not really designed to protect 
religious freedom; it restricts the conscientious right of allscitizens’ to 
follow their convictions; it opens the way to vague interpretation and 
harassment by the police; it reflects. serious confusion between’ nationalism 
and religion", 


Meanwhile, seven persons described as Christian missionaries have been 
arrested under the religious freedom law of Orissa State. Five are charged 
with alleged conversions, while the other two, including a Spanish Roman 
Catholic nun, are accused of abetting in the offence. The arrests, in the 
Gunupur area of Koraput district, were the first to be made under the°Act. 


"EPS 
ARCHBISHOP THREATENS TO CLOSE 
CATHOLIC COLLEGES IN KERALA 
Trivandrum, India, (EPS) -- Roman Catholic Archbishop Bendedict Mar Gregorios 


has threatened to close down all Catholic colleges in Kerala in protest’ against 
a "university bill" proposed by the state's Communist-dominated: government. 


The bill provides for nationalization of "ill-administered" colleges, inclusion 
of government nominees in the managing councils of, private colleges, and re- 
strictions on the church's freedom to appoint the staff. 

(more) 
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His statement was echoed by Metropolitan Juhanon, Mar Thoma of the Mar 
Thoma Syrian Church, who said in Tiruvalla that the bill. would downgrade 
the university to the level of a government department. 


Of a total of 130 colleges in Kerala, some 115 are private, 64 of them 
under Christian, mostly Catholic, management . 


EPS 
: 
SOUTH AFRICA 'TORTURE' CASE 
SETTLED OUT OF COURT 
Pretoria, (EPS) -- A Supreme Court case in which members of the Ovambo 


tribe of south-west Africa held under the Terrorism Act alleged that they 
had been subjected to brutal assaults by members of the South African 
security branch has been settled out of court. 


The state has paid 3,000 rand (about £1,750) towards the cost of an applica- 
tion made in December last. year for a court order to. protect Mr. Gabriel 
Mbindi, a 68-year-old Ovambo, from assaults by the police. 


Mr. Mbindi was one of 33 south-west Africans, most of them Lutherans, held 
in solitary confinement for an extended period before being tried under the 
Terrorism Act (EPS No. 4). The application alleged that Mr. Mbindi had 
been assaulted twice, handcuffed to a water pipe so that his feet barely 
‘touched the ground, blindfolded and beaten. 


The claims were strongly denied by the police. The money has been paid 
"without prejudice and without any admissions whatever of the truth of the 
affidavits filed in support of the application, especially in relation to 
alleged assault". 
; EPS 


OLYMPIC FIGURES ADDRESS YMCA 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION CONSULTATION 


Mexico City, (EPS) -- Talks by Dr. Avery Brundage, president of the Inter- 
national Olympic Committee, and Mr. Adhemar Ferreira da Silva, three-time 
Olympic gold medalist, were features of the Seventh World YMCA Consultation 
on Health and Physical Education held here during the Olympics. 


Nearly 200 YMCA physical directors and laymen from 12 countries participated 
in the four-day programme, discussing "Character Development Through Sports 


‘ and Games". 


A third speaker was Mr. Bo Bengtson, national sports director for Sweden 
who was formerly a YMCA physical director and associate secretary general 
of the World Alliance of YMCAs. 


The "y's" physical education programme in South America was reviewed by 

Dr. Prescott Johnson. Prof. Maximino Garcia of Montevideo, Uruguay, chaired 
the consultation. 
EPS 
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ORGAN DEDICATED AT ECUMENICAL CENTRE, 
A GIFT OF EAST GERMAN CHURCHES 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Protestant churches in the German Democratic Republic 
(East Germany) presented a 15-stop, 962-pipe organ to the Ecumenical. Centre 
here on November 11 as “an expression of the gratitude of the community of 
Christ". 


Leading the special dedication service in the chapel of the Centre was 
Bishop Niklot Beste of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Mecklenburg, who 
commented that Christians in East Germany feel a special’ joy at being \able 
to present the organ since churches there “are not able to) express) their 
willingness to co-operate in ecumenical tasks in the way they would like". 


The Ecumenical Centre contains the headquarters of the World Council of 
Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and 
World Council of Christian Education. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the WCC, described the occasion 
as “one of joy and thanksgiving" as he accepted the gift. 


He offered a special welcome to Bishop Beste and members of his delegation 
including Oberkirchenrat Walter Papst, ecumenical representative of the Pro- 
testant bishops in the German Democratic Republic; Alexander Schuke of 
Potsdam, the organ builder, and Mrs. Schuke; and Prof. Johannes-Ernst 
Kéhler of Weimar, a noted organist who played during the service and gave an 
evening recital. 


Mr. Erik Méller, the Danish architect who designed the chapel and assisted 
Mr. Schuke in constructing the organ, was also present. 


Quoting from Psalm 100, "Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands..." 
Dr. Blake emphasized the phrase "all ye lands". Even in a day of differences 
between nations people can share in music "their deepest feelings and 
thoughts", he said. 

EPS 


YOUTH DEMONSTRATIONS MARK 
REFORMATION DAY IN GERMANY 


Berlin, (EPS) -- Reformation Day services in several West German cities 
were disturbed by radical youth groups demonstrating in or near Protestant 
churches, 


The demonstrators called for "discussions rather than sermons" and "a new 
Reformation of the Church". 


Elsewhere, such demonstrations were forestalled by churches which had agreed 
to conduct jazz services, discussions of current religious and political 
problems, or debates between young people and clergymen on such topics. as 
"Revolution and Reformation". 

EPS 
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CHURCHMEN FROM THREE CONTINENTS 
APPRAISE UPPSALA ASSEMBLY 


New York, (EPS) -- The ecumenical movement has enabled Christians to speak 
to each other across the divisions which separate them, but it must continue 
to be "an instrument of greater. Christian freedom to be confronted and 
challenged in our own fixations", both cultural.and national, said Drs Jan 
Lochman, a Czech theologian who is on the WGC's.Gentral Committee. 


Addressing a meeting of New York area laymen held at the Interchurch Centre 
here, Dr. Lochman cited as an example the Uppsala Assembly debate over the 
Vietnam war and America's role in it. 


When a Scandinavian churchman tried. to soften the resolution, Dr. Robert 
McAfee Brown, a U.S. delegate, "begged the Assembly not to make it softer". 
The American churchman did this, according to Dr. Lochman, not because of 
disloyalty to his own country but as an expression of "Christian loyalty" 
that went beyond national allegiance. 


"For us who came from another part .of the world this was»a moment of real 
ecumenical transcendence", he said. "It was one of the most spiritual 
moments of the Assembly." 


Dr. John C. Bennett, president of Union Theological Seminary, praised the 
World Council for resisting pressures to become an "institution" and remain- 
ing instead a "movement" with freedom to range over diverse areas. 


He ‘stressed the "very great importance of conferences and commissions called 
into ‘being’ by the WCC and asked to speak for themselves. These bodies have 

the responsibility to speak not for the churches but to the churches". The 

future of the Council "depends upon its continuing to stimulate the churches 
in this way and not merely to give a kind of official ecumenical sanction 

to what they already think and do", said Dr. Bennett. 


Mrs. Renuka M. Somasekhar of the Church of South India, speaking on "An 
Asian View of the Uppsala Assembly", said she was bothered by the overwhelm- 
ing guilt complex abounding at Uppsala, with white and affluent people 
seeming to apologize continually for being white and affluent. 


"We ought to get on a positive platform", she said. "Meanwhile, we of the 
underdeveloped countries must look at ourselves critically", she added. 


A jazz worship service based on the theme of the Fourth Assembly was led 
by two Lutheran ministers, the Rev. Ralph Peterson and the Rev. John G. 


Gensel. 
EPS 


FEDERATION PROPOSED FOR EIGHT 
CHURCHES IN EAST GERMANY 


East Berlin, (EPS) -- The structure for an independent federation of East 
German churches has been proposed for the consideration of the eight synods 


of the regional churches (Landeskirchen). 
(more) 
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A structure commission released the plan in early November. Its intent is 
to strengthen the fellowship and co-operation among the churches in the 
German Democratic Republic. 


A synod composed of 60 members would be named by the federation to assume 
legislative power over concerns that had already been subject to "collective 
regulation" and for other concerns submitted by individual member churches. 


The laws of the federation would govern only those churches that stated they 
had no objections. 


The draft is not specific as to relations with the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKD). It does state, however, that the federation would participate 
in decisions affecting Evangelical Christianity in Germany. Influential 
church leaders have said that the establishment of the federation would not 
mean renouncing fellowship with the EKD. 


After various changes have been made in the initial draft, the final version 
will be submitted to the East German synods for action in the spring of 1969. 
EPS 


FIRST UNITED PARISH BEGINS 
OPERATION IN KANSAS CITY 


Kansas City, Missouri, (EPS) -- The first fully ecumenical local parish in 
the United States opened here November 10 with a Roman Catholic priest saying 
mass at 9.00 a.m. and a Presbyterian minister conducting Protestant services 
at 11.00 a.m. 


The church and service centre, known simply as St. Mark's, is housed in a 
modernistic $400,000 structure situated in a slum area of low-rent housing 
projects and tenements with a population of 10,000 persons, mostly Negroes. 


When fully operational, the parish will be served by four pastors, three of 
them Protestants and a fourth a Benedictine priest. Except for two. separate 
worship services on Sunday, all functions will be united. 


A United Church of Christ minister is serving as co-ordinator; a Presbyterian 
will direct pastoral activities, a Benedictine will direct social and com- 
munity programmes, and an Episcopal priest will be named to supervise educa- 
tion. 


"Our primary object", said the Rev. William A. Hayes, "is to underline 
service to the community, and as a by-product we will learn about ecumenical 
co-operation". 


Funds to build the new structure were provided by the United Presbyterians, 
the United Church of Christ and the Episcopalians. 
’ EPS 


tt 
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BANGALORE CITIZENSHIP SCHOOL 
GRADUATES FIRST CLASS 


Bangalore, India, (EPS) -- Nine students from five Indian states graduated 
last month at the Citizenship Academy, a six-month post~graduate course in 


the Christian responsibilities of citizens held at the Ecumenical Christian 
Centre here. 


The Rev. M.A. Thomas, the! centre's director who welcomed guests to the 
graduation, said: “Christians must involve themselves in the struggles. and 
trials of the nation, instead of Standing apart as unconcerned onlookers. 
To help churches achieve this goal the new training course was launched", 


In addition to lectures, seminars, thesis writing and confrontations with 
political and trade union leaders, the course includes visits to places 
where important projects are under way. 


Teachers are drawn from the universities of Bombay, Madras, Bangalore, Mysore, 
“Karnatak and Hyderabad. The first group of students was sponsored by several 
different churches and organizations. 


_ Dr. J.R. Chandran, principal of United Theological College, urged the students 
to go into the world and serve humanity. Bishop N.C. Sargant of the Church 
of South India expressed the hope that when the next course is held in May 
1969 the churches would treble the number of students sent. 

EPS 


Bee 


U.S. CHURCH WOMEN SPONSOR 
DEVELOPMENT SEMINARS, PROJECTS 


Bagdad, Kentucky, (EPS) -- Four national seminars on "International Develop- 
ment" will be held during the next year by Church Women United, an admini- 
strative branch of the National Council of Churches (USA). 


British economist Lady Jackson (Barbara Ward) will serve as, resource leader 
at a November 20-22 consultation on development, and Miss Janet Lacey, C.B.E., 
retired director of Christian Aid in Great Britain, will lead a series of 
discussions across the country on world economics. 


Details of the development emphasis were announced at the annual meeting of 
the Board of Managers held here last month. CWU includes primarily Protestant 


women in 2,400 local and state units. 


At last year's triennial assembly, CWU had recommended that all units and 
individuals be encouraged to give 1% of their budgets for development. 


Five projects were selected last month into which funds will be put: a_ 
nutrition education programme in India, an early school leavers project in 
Guyana, a family guidance service in Sao Paulo, Brazil, a project to wowed 
women leaders in Botswana and a community development programme in the Missi 
ssippi Delta (USA). 

EPS 
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UNITED CHURCH IN JAPAN 
TRANSFERS POWER TO DISTRICTS 


Tokyo, (EPS) -- The General Assembly of the United Church of Christ in 

Japan (Kyodan), meeting here last month, re-elected its officers and approved 
a major restructuring intended to move the action from committee room to 
market place. 


Moderator Masahisa Suzuki and Vice Moderator Kiyoshi Ii were re-elected on 
the first ballot, in spite of some opposition. Rev. Toru Takakura, formerly 
staff secretary for evangelism, was elected to the new post of general 
secretary. 


Among the 54 bills to come before the 400 lay and clergy delegates was one 

on the Confession of War Responsibility authorized by the 1966 General 
Assembly and issued over Moderator Suzuki's name in the spring of 1967. A 
five-man committee charged with investigating the handling of the Confession 
admitted there was room for misinterpretation of a statement about the "error" 
in the founding of the Kyodan. The Assembly accepted the report and took no 
further action. 


The Restructure Bill, passed after detailed discussion, has several focii, 
although its main intent is to release time, energy and manpower now used 
in committee work for more direct involvement in "confessing the faith in 
daily life". 


The bill trims the number of national committees from 21 to 10. It drastically 
reduces the number of members on each committee; it looks to staff secretaries 
to execute plans and policies drawn up by standing committees. Many committees 
formed originally to correspond to Western patterns are eliminated, and only 
those deemed essential for a 200,000-member church operating in Japanese 
society are retained. 


Many responsibilities now handled nationally will be transferred to districts, 
which will receive larger shares of the apportionment paid by local churches. 


National Committees on Faith and Order, Ministerial Orders and Finance are 
designated as policy-making bodies. The primary locus of programme planning 
is a Commission on the Mission of the Church, with sub-committees on educa= 
tion, social work, evangelism and overseas ministries. The plan was questioned 
by those who want evangelism, in its limited sense, given a more prominent 
place in the total programme of the Kyodan. 


The new structure solves the problem of whom Assembly delegates represent 
by clearly identifying them as representatives of the districts. 


Both the General Assembly and the executive committee of the Okinawa United 
Church of Christ, which met simultaneously, approved the entry of the > 
Okinawa church as a district of the Kyodan (EPS No. 35). 

EPS 
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Special Article 


Note,.to Editors: This article is intended for reproduction in church 
journals in the issue immediately preceding the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 


WEEK OF PRAYER FOR...WHAT? 


by David Gill 
WCC Staff Member 


During the week of January 18 churchmen in many countries will be at it 
again - praying for unity. The annual hammering of Christians across the 
_ world will implore their Lord to demolish those barriers that still divide 
“his Church. 


‘More than 60 years have passed since the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
was first observed. In that time the ecumenical movement has made astonish- 
“ing progress. 


It is ironical therefore that the value of the whole exercise is today being 
‘questioned. Heretofore it was the conservative element in the churches 
which was most wary of talk about unity. Now the radicals are voicing doubts 
also. . 


Renewal or togetherness? 

What, ask the sceptics, is the point of "plastering" together several irrele- 
wantchurches?. Who cares whether the denominations end their agonizingly 
long. engagement with a marriage, if the end result is an unproductive union 
of the senile? 


Church union makes sense, they argue, only if it is part of Church renewal - 
which in turn makes sense only if it is a sign and means for the renewal of 
society. 


A good point. Too often unity has been discussed as if it were an end in 

itself, as if a ceasefire between the denominations would automatically mean 

fresh apostolic life for the ecclesiastical machine. But it hasn't, and it 
1 

won't. 


The renewalists have recognized the right context for ecumenical advance. 
Unfortunately some of them, in so doing, have written off the quest for unity 
as a waste of time. 


Yet surely any renewal of the Church which does not ‘entail the reconciliation 
of separated Christians must be highly suspect. Lesslie Newbigin, one of 

thé architects of the ‘Church of South India, pointed out years ago that a 
divided Church is nothing short of scandalous - like a temperance society 
whose members are perpetually drunk. 


Christians talk a great deal about the reconciling power of Jesus Christ. 
They exhort men to practise love towards the neighbour. But until the 
churches mirror this reconciliation among themselves the world, understandably, 


will remain unimpressed. sve) 
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Tragically, many Christians still regard opportunities for joint prayer and 
action as strange, even risky, departures from normality. As if a Christian 
family splintered into denominational empires could be considered "normal" 
by anyone who had read the New Testament! 


What this week of prayer offers is a glimpse, a foretaste, of what the 
Church really is and is called to be. But let us be aware of the tremendous 
implications of our prayers. 


End which divisions? 


Ecumenism's traditional thrust has been aimed at denominational rifts in- 
herited from the past. But in today's explosive world the old infighting 
about baptism and bishops seems a trifle unreal. 


Far more serious are those new rivalries that cut right across confessional 
boundaries. Christian theology is groping its way through a time of great 
confusion and, as often happens, each extreme is over-reacting against the 
others. In addition, when churches try to grapple with key social and 
political issues of the day, it is usually not long before the radicals and 
conservatives are at each other's throats. 


And what does "unity" mean in relation to the vast gulf between Christians 
in the rich countries of the world and their hungry, oppressed neighbours? 


A potentially disastrous schism is developing in many places between 
Christians who still sit in the pews and those who, despairing of the. 
struggle for change and renewal, have opted out. 


We can do without "cheap ecumenism". It is one thing to enjoy swimming in 
the ecumenical stream with like-minded people from other denominations. It 
is quite another to try to be an instrument of renewal and healing in the 
violent controversies now racking practically all the major confessions. 
Prayers for Christian unity this year must take account not only of the 
separated brethren in other churches, but also of the separated brother in 
the next pew, whose views are so infuriating, the hungry brother in the 
inner city (or the next continent) and the alienated youngster outside the 
door. 


Wordswordswords 


Prayer means commitment and action. The Man who stands at the centre of the 
Christian faith never prayed for anything without throwing himself totally 
into the struggle to achieve it. Student activists of our day understand 
this better than many ecclesiastical elders. Let those who take part in 
this year's Week of Prayer realize that words especially prayed words 
unmatched by deeds are a mockery. 


Often churchmen talk about unity, yet hedge when it. comes to acting upon the 
quite considerable unity which is already theirs. To help guard against 
this particular brand of hypocritical piety, this year's observance should 
be used as a time for strategies for joint action in mission and service. 


(more) 


Bie oe 
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There is no shortage of things which need to be done; there are plenty 
of precedents showing what can be done; there is a warning of divine 


anger for those who glibly cry.''Lord, Lord" then do nothing. 


By all means let churchmen pray for unity. This tension-ridden age needs 
all the unity it can find, andthe Church ought to be in a unique position 
to offer some. But unless and until Christians: are prepared to act for 
the world on the basis of the unity they have already been given by God 


they can hardly expect their prayers to be taken seriously - by others, 
or by their Lord. 


EPS 


The Rev. David M. Gill, an Australian Congregationalist, is secretary in 
the Department on Church and Society. 
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IN BRIEF 


The Roman Catholic bishops of France have decided that artificial contracep- 
tion "is not always guilty", leaving it to the individual to decide whether 
it would be sinful. The declaration says a couple has the duty to obey the 
church's teaching on birth control but also the duty to preserve the stabil- 
ity and happiness of its marriage. Where the two conflict, each couple 
must decide which is the greater duty. 


* & & 


The Rev. J. Robert Nelson, chairman of the WCC Secretariat. on Faith and Order, 
is the first Protestant to teach at the Pontifical Gregorian University in 
Rome. On sabbatical from Boston University (USA), he is a visiting lecturer 
at the Roman Catholic seminary, giving a seminar on ecclesiological issues 
and church union in the ecumenical era. 


* * * 


Four women have been accepted as candidates for the ministry of the Church of 
Scotland by the Presbyteries of Edinburgh, Irvine and Kilmarnock. They are 
the first women accepted since the General Assembly approved the admission 
of women to the ministry. 


* * * 


The new Anglican Archbishop of Jerusalem is the Most Rev. George Appleton, 
Archbishop of Perth in Western Australia. He succeeds Archbishop Campbell 
MacInnes, whose resignation takes effect November 30. Archbishop Appleton 
was a missionary in Burma for 19 years and secretary of the Conference of 
British Missionary Societies for five years. He is known for his contribu- 
tions to a Christian understanding of non-Christian faiths. 


* * * 


West German radio and television stations have devoted more than 70 hours to 
reports on the WCC's Uppsala Assembly: 63 hours on radio and 8% hours on TV. 


* * * 


The Rev. John Victor Samuel, 38, is the first Pakistan national to be elected 
a bishop in the United Methodist Church of Pakistan. Previously, bishops for 
the Methodists in Pakistan were either Indians or Americans. Bishop Samuel 

has been serving as executive secretary of the West Pakistan Christian Council. 


* * * 


A new Protestant hospital was opened last month at Dabou, near Abidjan, by 
the President of the Ivory Coast Republic, Felix Houphouet-Boigny. Built 
with funds contributed by the Methodist Church of Great Britain, which also 
provided a trained medical team, the hospital has 13 wards containing 200 beds. 
Most of the labour was provided by Ivory Coast Methodists and the government 
granted tax relief. Pastor Laurent Lassm officiated at the dedication. 

EPS 
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Special Article 


WILL ROMAN CATHOLICS JOIN THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES? 
by Tatiana Athanasiadis, WCC Staff Member 


Co-operation between the World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic 
Church is. now taken for granted, and this change has taken barely four years. 
Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft's phrase "the end of mere polite and passive co- 
existence" would not make headlines today, nor would the setting up of 

joint working groups'be described as a "turning-point". The common desire 
for "more dynamic co-operation" has already become a fact in different fields. 


The fear that the Roman Catholic Church might try to monopolize the ecumenical 
movement, to regard itself as the centre of all ecumenical efforts, or at 
least to seek precedence in the movement, seems to have been forgotten. 
Instead; the question frequently asked is whether the Roman Catholic Church 
can be accepted into membership in the World Council of Churches, and if so, 
how? 


Only a few months ago the question of membership was considered “premature”. 
Today it is no longer taboo. The Uppsala Assembly requested the "Joint | 
Working Group" of the WCC and Roman Catholic Church to examine it. And 
Father Roberto Tucci,S.J., although speaking only in his own name at Uppsala, 
pleaded for "complete integration" of certain branches of work, and warned 
of the negative effects which would inevitably result for the World Council 
of Churches if the Roman Church did not join it. 


A few days later the Assembly issued a statement saying that the World Council 
wished to. become a fellowship of all the Christian churches. 


"Former doubts about the possibility of understanding and co-operation (with 
the Roman Catholics) have proved unfounded", the Assembly stated; Father 
Tucci for his part gave assurance that Rome would accept a conversation on 
an equal footing between churches which confess the same Lord. It was not 
by chance, Tucci said, that the documents of the Second Vatican Council no 
longer spoke of "returning" to the bosom of Rome, but of "restoring unity". 


The necessary basis for Rome to enter into the membership of the World Council 
of Churches therefore seems to exist. Rt. Rev. Oliver Tomkins, Bishop of 
Bristol and a former Chairman of the Faith and Order Commission, had said 

in Toronto in 1950 that he could see "no reason why the Church of Rome could 
not belong to the World Council". The "Toronto Statement" (together with 

the Constitution of the World Council of Churches) may still be regarded as 
the basis for the view expressed more and more often, that there are no 
obstacles based on principles or on legal or theological grounds which would 
prevent Rome from joining the World Council. There may, however, be practical 


and. psychological obstacles. 


The Fourth Assembly of the World Council at Uppsala affirmed that membership 
"depends on the initiative and the readiness of individual churches to 
recognize the basis of the World Council". The basis reads: "The World 
Council of Churches is a fellowship of churches which confess the Lord Jesus 


(more) 
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as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures and therefore seek to fulfil 
together their common calling to the glory of the one, God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit". This basis should not present an insuperable problem for 
Rome either. ; 


When considering the real obstacles “the question of numbers" is constantly 
mentioned, and this is understandable. The membership of the Roman Catholic 
Church is nearly as large as that of all.the member churches of the World’ 
Council together... What influence would this size have on its “proportionate 
confessional representation" in.the administrative bodies of the World 
Council? Would the Catholic. Church really be "a huge»elephant stamping about 
a garden patch delicately cultivated since 1948", as one Roman Catholic 
theologian expressed it! 


More serious obstacles were explained by Father Thomas S. Stransky, C.S. -P. 

a member of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity, in an article ' 
entitled "Roman Catholic, Membership in the World Council of Churches?" 
published in the Ecumenical Review (July 1968).:° According to Father Stransky, 
"the historical and sociological reality of the WCC", "the norms created 
empirically by the WCC's actions" and the “spontaneous vocabulary" reveal 

"the predominance of Protestant thought-patterns", which might give the 

Roman Catholic Church "the uncomfortable feeling of not being “at home'" 
in the World Council. an 


Father Stransky. raised the, question how the presence of ‘the ‘Roman Catholic’ -% 
Church would influence discussions. and, voting» procedure ‘in the’ administrative 
bodies of the WCC, both in practice and psychologically. In his view the 
Roman Catholics would frequently form a bloc. However, it is equally possible 
that they would sometimes differ completely from one’ another, and that some ~ 
Roman delegates might agree more often! with their “separated™ rather than © 
their "united" brethren. 


The obstacles and.objections ~ only. a. few of which) can*be indicated here - 

are so formidable that.they might prevent. conversation®* with! Rome *completely.- 
Therefore the view held.in.the WCC,is thatwviablevsolutions® can be’found’” ©” 
only if both sides are willing to exercise considerable imagination. ” int @d 


In the same issue of the Ecumenical Review Dr. Lukas Vischer, director of the 
Faith.and Order.Secretariat,of the WCG, carefully examined this question, and 
suggested further conversation, between Rome and Geneva: “In his‘’view; the’ ~° 
crucial issue is not that of membership ‘but rather the question “how can the 
churches manifest their belonging together-in the Pane esigily movement © oes 
create a fellowship?" ) | 


* 
4 ed 


"The World Council is an attempt to, answer this) question concretely", wrote’ 
Dr. Vischer. ."Until now it, has) offered the only answer. i\Now thatait a 
involved itself in. the ecumenical movement j; the) Roman Catholic Church’ is” 
unavoidably faced with this question. It must offer an answer ‘as ‘to whether” 
and how a fellowship of all pighrnbiiens) can come into verae Dr. Vischer 
concluded. . | 22 SA “i 
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PLANS FOR WCC/ROMAN CATHOLIC 
PEACE CONFERENCE ANNOUNCED 


Paris, (EPS) -- A joint World Council/Roman Catholic consultation on peace 
will be held next June, according to a decision reached here November 15 by 
officers of the Joint Committee on Society, Development and Peace. 


A group of eight persons - four Roman Catholics and four representatives of 
the World Council of Churches - will meet January 5 to determine the subjects 
to be discussed and those who will be asked to write preparatory papers. 
Those invited to the consultation will include experts on the issues of peace 
and staff of Joint Committee and the two related agencies. 


Because the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey near Geneva had been considering 
holding a similar conference, it was decided to hold the joint WCC/RCC con- 
sultation at Bossey and to ask Dr. Anwar M. Barkat, an assistant director of 
the institute, to organize the consultation together with Father George Dunne, 
S.J., secretary of the Joint Committee on Society, Development and Peace. 

They will receive advice and assistance from the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs on behalf of the WCC, and the Pontifical Commission 
Justice and Peace on behalf of the Vatican. 


Those attending the Paris session were the co-chairmen of the Joint Committee, 
Mr. Max Kohnstamm and Msgr. Joseph Gremillion; Mr. C.I. Itty; Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake; the Rev. Paul Abrecht; Father George H. Dunne, S.J.$ the 

Rev. David Ramage; and Mr. Vittorino Veronese. 


EPS 
ONE DAY'S PAY FOR WORLD'S HUNGRY 
SUGGESTED BY BRITISH BAPTISTS 
London, (EPS) -- Baptists throughout Great Britain and Ireland will be encour- 


aged to give one day's pay to aid the world's starving people, as the result 
of action taken last week by the Council of the Baptist Union. Good Friday 
1969 will be designated as the time for making the gifts. 


Acting on a resolution from the Citizenship Committee, the Council recognized 
that the world situation demands increased government action but said, "the 
churches in this country have their own contribution to make". 

EPS 


BASLE VOTES 3% FOR DEVELOPMENT AID 


Basle, (EPS) -- The Synod of the Evangelical Reformed Church of Basle voted 
Sw.Fr.300,000 ($70,000) for development aid at a meeting here in mid-November. 
In so doing it was acting on the recommendations made by the Fourth Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches to allocate 3% of the budget for this 
purpose. The sum allocated to development aid is to be saved by postponing 
certain building projects. 


The total 1969 budget of the church is estimated at Sw.Fr.9.92 million in 
receipts, and Sw.Fr.9.89 million expenditure. 
EPS 
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APPRECIATION FOR CARDINAL BEA's 
LIFE VOICED BY DR. BLAKE 


Geneva, (EPS) —- Upon learning of the death of Augustin Cardinal Bea, 
president of the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity, 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
made the following statement: 


"The ecumenical movement has lost a great crusader in the death of Augustin 
Cardinal Bea, who during his lifetime became a symbol of the search for 
unity within the Christian Church. 


"He was a man of great courage and always prepared to take responsible risks, 
at times even going beyond the law of prudence, to further the search for 
unity. 


"He possessed a firmly positive mind and the great gift of graciousness. 
During the Second Vatican Council the weight of his winning personality and 
profound biblical scholarship led the bishops to use, for the first time, 
the term ‘separated brethren’ when speaking of other Christians rather than 
previous terms of condemnation. 


"We in the World Council of Churches remember particularly his leadership 
towards the formation of the Joint Working Group between the World Council 
of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church in 1964. 


"Tn Cardinal Bea's life the power of hope always found new ways to overcome 
seemingly insurmountable obstacles to a fuller expression of the essential 
unity of the whole people of God. 


"The World Council of Churches expresses its gratitude to God for the work 
Cardinal Bea has done to further the ecumenical point of view towards the 
unity and renewal of the Church of Jesus Christ." 


Non-Roman Churches Represented at Mass 

The World Council of Churches was represented at a requiem mass for Cardinal 
Bea November 19 in Rome by Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, honorary president of 
the Council and a personal friend of the cardinal's. Other world confessional 
bodies were represented as follows: Carl Mau for Lutheran World Federation, 
Metropolitan Meliton of Chalcedon for the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constan- 
tinople, Bishop Vladimir of Svenigorod for the Moscow Patriarchate, the 
Bishop of Winchester (Dr. S.F. Allison) for the Archbishop of Canterbury. 


While in Rome the group was received by the Pope. Metropolitan Meliton, 
acting as their spokesman, termed Cardinal Bea the symbol and pioneer of 
Christian unity whom all churches considered one of theirs. He thanked the 


Roman Catholic Church for all efforts at ecumenicity. 
EPS 
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HROMADKA SAYS DANGER OF CYNICISM 
CHALLENGES CZECH CHURCHES 


Geneva, (EPS) -- "The danger in Czechoslovakia today is that the people 
might become disillusioned and cynical if the pressure from the Soviet Union 
and other socialist countries were to grow", said Prof. Josef Hromadka, 
internationally known Czech Christian who spoke at the Foyer John Knox here 
on November 14. 


Thus the role of the churches in Czechoslovakia is of crucial importance, 
he said, since they could become a source of hope and creative vitality. 


"This is a moment of tremendous decision and action for the Christian 
churches", he said. 


Stating that no socialism can be built on distrust, cynicism and indifference, 
because these are not "creative elements", Professor Hromadka at the same time 
voiced some doubt as to whether the churches are strong enough to meet the 
challenge. 


At one time the churches lived in isolation from the society, he recalled, 
but since 1963 a dialogue has been in progress. The events of January 1968 
awakened the churches to the fact that communism is not static, and the 
Communists began to feel the churches might help build socialism on a deeper 
human level. Today Christians are living in almost total freedom to worship 
as they please, he reported. 


Turning to the world political situation, Professor Hromadka said the problem 
for small nations like Czechoslovakia is how to survive in the shadow of the 
super-powers of both East and West. 


Whereas small nations had previously been critical of America's Vietnam 
policy and had looked to the East for a solution, they now observe similar 
"acts of arrogance" there, he said. 


"We mever realized the depth of the world crisis so deeply before", said the 
Czech theologian. "This leaves us with a feeling of frustration." 


Repeating an earlier statement of his "deep disillusionment" at the interven- 
tion, Professor Hromadka said he was even more shocked "by the way it was 
justified". He recalled that the movement for reform had started within the 
Czech Communist Party itself, and had "won the loyalty of the people more 
than any previous government had". 


Since he believed the Western frontiers of the country would be better secured 
by the kind of socialism the Czechs were trying to build, he could only con- 
clude that intervention meant that the USSR was not ready for this kind of 
socialism. 


Despite his negative reading of the situation, Dr. Hromadka said he was not 
"hopeless". "The Christian who believes deeply can never give up", he said. 
EPS 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES GIVES 
MORE AID TO NIGERIA/BIAFRA 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The World Council of Churches has given US$150,000 to 
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to help finance the 
continuation of the airlift to Nigeria/Biafra. 


The World Council's decision followed a recent plea by Ambassador Auguste 
Lindt, Commissioner General of ICRC, when it became evident that more cash 
was immediately required to continue the Nigeria/Biafra operation. 


In August the WCC donated US$37,715 towards financing the ICRC emergency 
Barkirt. 


The Scandinavian relief group "Nordchurchaid" this week received US$100,000 
from the WCC to help finance its airlift operation to Biafra. This group, 
formed in late August, has made more than 500 mercy flights to Biafra in 
co-operation with German relief agencies. 


The Council's material aid secretary Mr. Helmut Reuschle announced November 19 
that the Norwegian churches have donated an additional 2,000 tons of stock- 
fish for Biafra. The World Council of Churches has offered 500 tons of 
stockfish to the Christian Council of Nigeria in Lagos for distribution in 
Federal Nigeria. The ICRC has also received 500 tons for freighting from 
Fernando Po to Biafra. The remaining 500 tons will be shipped at a later 
date. 


The WCC has now donated US$900,000 in cash towards relief work in Nigeria/ 
Biafra and more than $4 million in material aid, 
EPS 


SOUTH AFRICA EXPELLING 
GERMAN LUTHERAN PASTOR 


‘Hamburg, (EPS) -- A German Lutheran missionary in South Africa has been told 
that he must leave the country by the end of this year. 


He is the Rev. Hans Hdselbarth, 32, a Bavarian pastor believed to be the first 
Lutheran missionary expelled by the South African government. 


No specific reason was given for the action. Pastor Hadselbarth had intended 
to leave voluntarily in mid-1969. 


He has been informed that his visa will not be renewed at its December 31 
expiration date. Under a law passed in 1967, all religious workers in South 
Africa must have their visas renewed at three-month intervals. 


Pastor Haselbarth has served in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern 
Africa - Transvaal Region, and in recent years has taught New Testament and 
African Studies at the Lutheran Theological College in Umpumulo, Natal. He 
was active in an April 1967 pastoral conference at Umpumulo which issued a 


statement saying participants "reject the policy of separate Saetheen ee be 
(Photo available) 
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INDUSTRIAL CHAPLAINS IN EUROPE 
EXPRESS CONCERN FOR STRUCTURES 


Gwatt, Switzerland, (EPS) -- European Christians working in urban and indus- 
trial mission expressed serious concern with the structures of industrial 


society when they met here November 12-16. 


Eight countries were represented at the meeting of the European Contact Group 
on Church and Industry, convened by the WCC's Division of World Mission and 
Evangelism. The presence of two Roman Catholic industrial chaplains appointed 
by the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity made the group more representa- 
tive than formerly. Chairing the meeting was the Rev. George E. Velten of 

the French Protestant Mission. 


Reports from various countries showed that between 100 and 200 men have been 
assigned by their churches to work full-time as industrial chaplains, 
primarily in Germany and Britain. More than 600 are serving part-time. 


Christians engaged in this ministry are becoming increasingly concerned 

the structures of industrial society, including such things as the decision- 
making process and property ownership, as well as the value assumptions’ under- 
lying modern industry. Heretofore, they had engaged in experimental) ministries 
that dealt primarily with the problems created by the structures, especially 

in the area of labour-management. relations. 


The group voted to continue on-going studies on "The Ethics of Work" and 
"Conflict and Reconciliation", and to initiate new studies on Power, Aliena- 
tion, and Mobility in Dynamic Society. 


Contacts will be established among Christians in various countries who work 
in four industries: automobile, chemical, electronics and shipping. Also 
the group considered how best to strengthen a ministry of Christian presence 
among agencies with headquarters in Brussels, because of the influence the 
industrial powers of Europe have on the developing nations. 


Countries represented at the Gwatt meeting were Czechoslovakia, France, Finland, 
Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Switzerland and United Kingdom. 


EPS 
WCC FORMS CO-ORDINATING 
AGENCY IN DEVELOPMENT 
Geneva, (EPS) -- A staff committee on development has been appointed at the 


headquarters of the World Council of Churches here to take responsibility for 
the new thrust on development voted at the WCC's Fourth Assembly in Uppsala. 


The membership of the committee has been drawn from the departments within 

the Council concerned with development. Membership includes: Mr. C.I. Itty, 
chairman; Rev. Graeme Jackson, secretary; Rev. Paul Abrecht; Canon B. Carr; 
Rev. Philip Potter; Dr. Lukas Vischer; Rev. A. van den Heuvel; Mrs. R. Karefa- 
Smart; Miss Pamela Gruber; Dr. M. Barot; Dr. A. Barkat; Rev. 0. Bolioli; 

Rev. D. Kitagawa; Mr. D. Micheli; Dr. E. Rees; Dr. B. Sjollema; Rev. T. Tschuy; 
and Mr. L.C. Weil. 


The committee will co-ordinate efforts in the field of development initiated by 

the various units and co-operate with the Joint WCC/Roman Catholic Committee on 

Society, Development and Peace. The group will liaise with WCC member churches. 
FPS 
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NEW EMPHASES OF ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT 
STRESSED BY DR. BLAKE 


Aberdeen, (EPS) -- A project aimed at converting the Christian people of 
the world to a new morality which sees every hungry man and child as the 
responsibility of all men everywhere was termed "the largest new programme" 
approved by the Uppsala Assembly of the World Council of Churches by General 
Secretary Eugene Carson Blake. 


In an address to staff and students of Aberdeen University on November 18, 

Dr. Blake pointed out that such a programme would make it clear that "charity, 
though always good, is not enough". It would mobilize Christians to enter 
into the building of just structures and a more human and humane fellowship 
of all men of every race and nation. 


Acknowledging that objections have been raised in various quarters to this 

new ecumenical emphasis, Dr. Blake said: "The ecumenical movement is based 
upon the conviction not that horizontal Christianity (love of man for man) 

should take the place of vertical Christianity (the response of man to the 

love of God revealed in Jesus Christ) but that in the Scriptures these two 

aspects of the gospel are bound together indissolubly. 


"They are not mutually exclusive. They are complementary", he said. The 
parables of Jesus, the concluding parts of the Pauline Epistles and "the 
central thrust of the Johannine Epistles" all require Christians to unite 
the love of God and the love of man. 


It' is true, Dr. Blake said, that the revelation of God in Christ gives the 
Church no revealed truths of economics or politics. But he saw "a clear 
responsibility" to establish a community of justice which transcends all the 
divisions of men. "A lasting peace depends upon it", he said. "The alterna- 
tive is nuclear destruction." 


Other new trends in the ecumenical movement mentioned by Dr. Blake were "the 
restructuring of ecumenical theology"; confessionalism and regionalism; 
and an effort to make the movement more ecumenical. 


One challenge to ecumenical theological consensus comes from the disagree- 
ment on how to interpret the Scriptures; another comes from the radical 
theologians who doubt the theistic assumptions of Christianity, and a third 
stems from a new emphasis on the human. 


"These challenges indicate that one new trend for the ecumenical movement 
must be the restructuring of its theology", Dr. Blake said. 


While the WCC is'recognized by all the major Christian families as the central 
ecumenical organization at world level, it is committed to examine with them 
both increased functional co-operation and a possible structural relationship 
as well. It must also seek fuller co-operation with national and regional 


councils of churches. 


As evidence that the Uppsala Assembly marked the end of an era and a new 
beginning, Dr. Blake cited the composition of the Executive and Central ; 
Committees, including more representatives of younger churches of Asia, Africa 


and Latin America. (more) 
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The increasing penetration of the Roman Catholic Church into the life of 
the ecumenical movement and of the ecumenical movement into the life of the 
Roman Church is "perhaps the most spectacular change taking place among the 
churches of Jesus Christ", according to Blake. 


"This does not mean that one should be romantically optimistic about the 
success of this new intimacy and co-operation", he said. “But that Jesus 
Christ is calling all who profess his name to walk together in his service 
is an ecumenical conviction of utmost importance." 


While here Dr. Blake preached in King's College Chapel and addressed the 
presbytery (Church of Scotland). 
EPS 


WCC GENERAL SECRETARY REACTS TO STATEMENT 
OF NIGERIA'S PERMANENT UN REPRESENTATIVE 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The World Council of Churches" general secretary, Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, has reacted to a statement made by Nigeria's UN Permanent 
Representative to Canadian Prime Minister, Mr. Pierre Trudeau, that the 
"World Council of Churches operates under the auspices of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (in the Nigeria/Biafra conflict) only when it 
suits them’. 


Dr. Blake said: "Throughout the emergency in Nigeria and the former Eastern 
Region, the WCC has operated with and through the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) despite many frustrations.» Our reasons for this policy 
have been: (1) this is the legal way to operate; (2) we have highly respected 
members of member churches on both sides of the conflict." 


"A number of national church relief agencies related to the World Council did 
not feel that this policy should apply to them and have flown relief planes 
regularly to Biafra, from Sao Tome. In view of the suffering of the people 

in the former Eastern Region and since we have no authority over national 
church relief agencies, we have not discouraged their operations." 


Mr. Trudeau said in a cable received here that. the Canadian Council of Churches 
had requested "two Canadian armed forces aircraft) with crews be made available 
for Church operations from Sao Tome into the rebel area of Nigeria". The 
Canadian Prime Minister continued, "we have received specific word from the 
Government of Lagos that they have authorized flights by the Red Cross, but 
they are not prepared to authorize that. use by the churches". 


Mr. Trudeau also received a letter from the Nigerian Permanent. Representative 
at the UN stating: "I am to inform you that churches are operating at their 
own risk. For example, Caritas has been operating independently and the World 
Council of Churches operates under auspices of ICRC only when it» suits them". 


A WCC official said here, "Relief supplies in Federal controlled areas of 
Nigeria are channelled by ship and plane through, the ICRC into Lagos, Port 
Harcourt and Calabar. From there supplies are taken by train, road transport 
and plane to distribution centres. The WCC has a number of teams working in 
the distribution areas under ICRC sponsorship and in close co-operation with 
the Nigerian Christian Council". 

EPS 
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Special Article 


SPANISH PROTESTANTISM TODAY 
by The Rev. Thomas S. Goslin, II 


Spanish Protestantism, now celebrating the 100th anniversary of "The Second 
Reformation" (1868), stands on a new threshold. How can this tiny minority 
(approximately 30,000 in a population of some 30 million) make an impact in 
the name of Jesus Christ in a rapidly developing country? Let us take a 
quick look at five key issues: 


1. ‘The legal situation. When the time arrived to register under the new 
religious liberty law, May 31, 1968, about half of the Protestants registered 
and about half did not. This constituted a break in the heretofore solid 
front of the Evangelical Defence Commission, representing six major groupings. 
Happily, however, many fears have not been realized. Not only has the govern- 
ment not moved against the unregistered groups in any way, but the opportunity 
to register has been left open indefinitely. 


To register brings advantages, such as the possibility of owning property 

in the name of the church (instead of in the names of private persons). It 
also brings disadvantages. Spanish Protestants are recognized under the law 
merely as religious "associations", not as churches. In addition, they must 
submit membership and financial records to the authorities. 


There is a growing atmosphere of religious tolerance, especially in large 
cities like Madrid and Barcelona. New concessions are openly granted, or 
tacitly given, as time goes on. It does not seem likely there will be any 
"roll back" of official policy to that of previous times. How to make a 
judicious use of new freedoms, how to break out of the "ghetto mentality",... 
these are priority tasks for the churches. 


2,. Evangelism. Many of the traditional "techniques" of evangelism are not 
yet feasible in Spain. Use of the mass media and public meetings, with a 
few exceptions, is still not possible. The typical evangelism is simply 
that of believing families witnessing their faith in Christ to relatives, 
friends and neighbours in a quiet, private way. In this fashion the churches 
have grown from a handful of families after the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939) 


to today's 30,000. 


Because of their limited numbers, Protestants have not been able to make 

an effective witness in the universities or in the labour movement. Although 
there are the beginnings of fruitful dialogue with intellectuals, Protestants 
are simply not represented, except very occasionally, among professional 

and managerial groups. There has been no penetration of the structures of 


power, economic, political or other. 


3. Social action. Spanish Protestants are virtually obscured by the huge 
shadow of Catholicism, with its highly developed programme of schools, 
hospitals, Accton Catolica, charities and world missions. Ecumenically 
oriented Protestant leaders, many of them quite able men, are highly con- 
scious of the new thrust of the Church into the world, but a way has yet to 
be devised to bring Spanish Protestants generally into an awareness of the 


secular relevance of the gospel. (more) 
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The Iglesta Evangeltea Espanola is beginning to develop programmes of aid 
to lepers, concern for Spanish emigrant workers, plans to minister to the 
millions of Protestant tourists who come to Spain each year. There is 
sympathy for students and workers and their aspirations. 


4. Theological renewal. This year the United Theological Seminary in 
Madrid has 15 students, more than at any time in its history. There is 

a concern for theological updating of pastors and laymen. A number of 
Spanish pastors have been able to study overseas. Current Protestant theo- 
logical literature is becoming readily available in Spanish translation 
because traditionally Catholic firms are publishing it at the behest of 
Catholic scholars. This is quite a new trend in Spain! 


5. Relationships with Roman Catholics. There has been a growing affinity 
between ecumenically orientated Protestants and liberal Roman Catholics. 


Common ventures include lectures, conferences, joint services, courses of 
study, Bible translation and theological writing and publishing. Unfortu 
nately most Roman Catholics and many Protestants have thus far not been 
touched by ecumenical encounter, but this is an area offering real hope for 
solid accomplishments. 


Other old problems are always with us, such as the continuing heavy dependence 
on economic assistance from Protestants in other lands; and the well-known 
tendency of Protestants to dissipate their strength in many small groups, 
whose leaders often choose not to ally themselves with other Christians. ” 


There are, however, signs of healthy ferment in Spanish Protestantism. | The 
next 100 years can hardly fail to be radically different from the last? 


* * * 


Dr. Goslin is a fraternal worker of the United Presbyterian Church in the 
USA based in Madrid. 
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Urban Industrial Mission Series No. 2 
See te ee SBLON SeE1LES: NOLIZ 


Note to Editors: This is the second in a series of articles describing 
some of the 100 urban industrial mission projects with 
which the World Council of Churches is in contact 
through its Division of World Mission and Evangelism. 


NO STRANGER TO THE PORT 
by Frances S. Smith, WCC Staff Member 


Mombasa is a modern, thriving city of 180,000 people on the east coast of 
Africa. Capital of Kenya's Coast Province, it is the terminus of the East 
African Railroad Line over which are transported coffee, tea, sisal and other 
Kenyan and Ugandan products intended for the world market. 


The Mombasa area boasts a £20 million oil refinery and a £1 million rayon 
factory. But the heart of its commercial life is the port itself. 


Sometimes as many as 15 ships lie anchored in the harbour waiting to load 
or discharge cargo. Low-lying warehouses stretch for at least three miles 
along the docks. 


All is bustle and activity. Cranes lift and lower goods to be whisked away 
by fork lifts and tractors. Commands are shouted, curses turn the air blue. 
Red. and green flags warn of approaching engines, checkers scurry here and 
there with bundles of papers. Signs in large bold letters tell people to be 
careful. 


Into this perilous scene came a stocky figure in white shorts and shirt. 

No one knew him. He wasn't a docker. He wasn't a boss. Yet he seemed to 
be permitted inside the gates. Some said he was a private detective employed 
by the customs office. Quickly the rumour spread: look out for the stranger! 


Then another rumour began to circulate. He's a pastor. No! Disbelief was 
noticeable on all faces.» Why would a minister come to work in such a noisy, 
dusty place? Who would put on ordinary clothes and mix with rough workers 
when he didn't have to? Pastors belonged in church. Obviously there was 


some mistake. 


Everywhere the stranger was asked: what are you doing here? Where is your 
collar? Why don't you wait for people in church? 


No matter what the answer, the dockers' conclusion was the same. The Church 
is interfering where it does not belong. : 


But slowly the minister began to talk with one man and then another, and 
when he did, others would gather round. Soon word went out that someone 
with the permission of both management and trade unions had come to help 
people, and eventually attitudes began to change. Some even addressed the 
minister as m#alimu or teacher. 


(more) 
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But not the principal of the Training School. His relationship to the 
Church had been an unpleasant one. Thus he professed to be an atheist. 

When asked for permission to talk with the trainees, he refused until he 
could check with top management. Even then he gave permission for a lecture 
only on the condition that no mention would be made of religion. The 
trainees would object, he said. Spies were posted in the classroom to 
report on whether the agreement was kept. 


Thus it was that the Rev. Josiah Magu, industrial adviser to the National 
Christian Council of Kenya, gave his first lecture at the Cargo Handling 
Training School. So enthusiastic were the students that he was invited to 
return, but no religion. 


The second time he went equipped with filmstrips to spark off discussion on 
leadership and outlook. The exchange became so lively that. there wasn't | 
time for everyone to speak. In the meetings that followed an atmosphere of 
trust gradually developed between the Training School staff and the Church 
and Industry team. One day the principal asked Mr. Magu to come to his 
office for a cup of coffee. He wanted to know why the industrial mission 
had been started and what it hoped to accomplish.. Soon he was talking quite 
freely about some of his. own problems. 


What is the purpose? 


"The Churchyand Industry Programme of the National’ Council of Churches in’ 
Kenya is not an effort»to pluck 'converts' off the docks/orhold religious: 
meetings there. It is an attempt by Christian churches to listen and learn 
from the port industry", Mr. Magu told section. superintendents of landing 
and shipping companies. 


Through listening, the Church and Industry team learned that many people 
from rural areas are attracted to Mombasa. They get jobs but some cannot: 
adjust to town life.» They fail not from a lack*of»technical’skill ‘but wang 
to domestic and social: problems: 


Because the Church is concerned about» the wholeoofoman's life, it’ tries to! 
discover which problems are the responsibility of management’ or°the unions" 
or both, and which require expert advice from/outside. ©The C&I team has 
sought to’ show*that healthy relations*in industry lead’to’satisfactory pro= 
duction and produce contented workers. Although all workers are’ the Church's 
concern, special attention is given to helping Christians live their faith 

at work. 


The Programme 


With the guidance of an advisory committee, the C&I team draws up a pro- 
gramme for the year including discussions, seminars, courses and conferences. 
Both management and labour take part, assisting with the organizing or 
sponsoring their own representatives. 


Regular visits to the docks and,factories.are, still an important way of 
making contacts. After listening to workers’ problems and learning about . 
working conditions, it is easier for the team to choose pertinent topics for 
seminars and conferences. 

(more) 
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The aim of the programme is to create a spirit of understanding and respect 
between people in different levels of industry, to equip people with know- 
ledge of how industries are run so that they may become more interested in 


their jobs, and to provide opportunities for people to express themselves 
freely. 


In some areas the Christian religion is not) fully understood. The. job of 
interpreting Christianity, is vital in industry... So it is that one of ‘the 
main tasks of the C&I programme in Mombasa is to build harmony between 
religious groups. This is achieved through teaching people to respect one 
another's religion, and this can be done without betraying Christianity. 
The programme itself gives concrete evidence to those of other faiths that 
the Church is concerned not only for their spiritual life but for their 
whole life. 


Every opportunity that helps create confidence between management and labour 
is explored. An Industrial Life News Letter is published every four months, 
and letters of greeting are sent on special occasions to those who support 
the project. 


Since this is a programme of the church, it is important for church members 
to know what is being done. Visits to industries are arranged for church 
leaders where they see first-hand the problems workers face. Following 

these visits they are able to discuss how problems affect the workers' bodies, 
minds and spirits. 


Then the church changes its attitude towards workers. The accusing finger 
is replaced by prayer for those who do manual labour. The church adjusts 
its programme for their convenience, i.e. shorter meetings held at a time 
when workers are free. Some churches are considering how leisure hours can 
be usefully occupied through entertainment that doesn't prove boring. 


Thus as the port of Mombasa grows and the number of workers increases, the 
church must be ready to extend its ministry to reach more and more people 
in industry. 
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ITALIANS ASK GREEK PRIMATE TO INTERVENE 


Rome, (EPS) -- Following the announcement that Alexandros Panaghoulis had 
been sentenced to death in Athens for army desertion and sedition, Italian 
Protestants sent the following cable to Archbishop Hieronymos, primate of 
the Church of Greece: "The Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy, 
which includes members of the World Council of Churches, respectfully requests 
that you, in a spirit of Christian reconciliation, intervene on behalf of 
Alexandros Panaghoulis to prevent his execution. (Signed) President Mario 
Sbaffi". 

EPS 


CATHOLIC TO WORK IN REFORMED CHURCH 


"s-Hertogenbosch, Netherlands, (EPS) -- Mr. Huub Hessing, an ordinand for the 
priesthood in the Roman Catholic Church in Holland, has been appointed as an 
assistant pastor in a Dutch Reformed Church here from December 1. The appoint - 
ment for one year was “heartily endorsed" by the session of the Dutch Reformed 
Church following a request from the Roman Catholic faculty at Tilburg. 


Mr. Hessing will have assignments in pastoral work and group dynamics. 
EPS 
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(345) When a 962-pipe organ was dedicated at Ecumenical Centre, Geneva, 
(EPS No. 41), the following participated: Alexander Schuke, the organ 
builder; WCC General Secretary Eugene Carson Blake; Bishop Niklot Beste 
on behalf of the donor churches in East Germany; and Prof. Johannes-Ernst 
Ké6hler, organist. (346) Dr. Blake with Bishop Beste. 


(347) President Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia gave principal speech at 10th anni- 
versary of Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation in Kitwe (EPS No. 38). With Kaunda 
(right) are Jeremiah Ngwanyam, art student at Africa Literature Centre, and 
Jason Mfula, director of MEF's National Development Programme. (348) Miss 
Sonja Leander, librarian, with a Kenyan student, Mr. G. Omuraka. (349) Left 
to right: Mrs. Z.K. Matthews, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Amissah, President Kaunda 
and Dr. A.C. Fisher. (350) Youth Leadership Training Centre under construc- 
tion. (351) Mobile unit takes Christian homemaking courses to rural areas. 
(352) John Nelson inspects work of J. Zulu and Daniel Atim in Youth Training 
Programme. (353) Sewing class at Women's Training Centre. 


(354) Rev. Josiah Magu (in shorts) chats with Section Superintendent Simon 
Obade and others on quay in Mombasa (see "No Stranger to the Port", page 11). 
(355) Left to right: Mr. Magu, Father Edward Ryan, Rev. Horst Symanowski of 
Germany's Gossner Mission, Bishop Peter Mwangombe, Plant Superintendent J. 
Klootwyck. (356) Canon Burgess Carr, WCC Africa secretary (foreground), 
carries bags for Australian medical team leaving WCC headquarters on way to 
serve in Nigeria. (357) Poster illustrates theme of 1969 "Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity". 


Photographs are available from WCC: (Film/Photo Section), 150 route de Ferney, 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland at a handling charge of $1.25; 10/-d; S.Fr./DM 5.- 


EPS 
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WORLD CONFESSIONAL FAMILIES 
MEET IN GENEVA 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Secretaries of the "world confessional families" and an 
observer from the Vatican's Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity were 
called to consider closer co-operation between themselves and the World 
Council of Churches by Dr. Lukas Vischer at the annual parley of secretaries 
of world confessional families here last week, 


At the three-day conference in the Ecumenical Centre, chaired by Dr. André 
Appel, general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, were representa- 
tives of the traditional confessions. Present for the first time was a 
representative of the Seventh-day Adventists, and the Reformed Ecumenical 
Synod sent an observer. 


Dr. Vischer, who is director of the World Council of Churches’ secretariat 
on Faith and Order, challenged the confessional secretaries to understand 
the present ecumenical movement as the preparatory process for a "truly 
ecumenical council of the whole of Christianity". 


The Fourth (Uppsala) Assembly spoke of the ecumenical movement as “a trans- 
itional opportunity for eventually actualizing a truly universal, ecumenical, 
conciliar form of common life and witness". 


Dr. Vischer also called for the discussion on "religious liberty" to be on 
an ecumenical basis that would include members of the confessional families 
and Roman Catholics. 


The thinking of each confession on issues of faith and order was vital to 
the entire confessional membership, Dr. Vischer told the representatives. 

To extend the thinking of each other to a common basis Dr. Vischer suggested 
a meeting of "liaison officers". 


A "united voice in international affairs" and common advice on "'trans-con- 
fessional church union negotiations" were needed by the Church today, stated 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
when he addressed the meeting. 


Dr. Blake said the Uppsala-approved revised constitution for the WCC's 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs provided for "new and 
strengthened relationships with the world confessional families that desire 
them'"'. The American-born general secretary said to make the CCIA "more 

truly ecumenical" its base must be shifted "from the North Atlantic community 
to a world base more truly representative in staff and commission members 

of the whole world". 


To the confessional leaders, Dr. Blake said of church union negotiations: 

"We at the world level have the opportunity of working together so that there 
shall come to each church union negotiating group a common advice and reaction 
to their plans." This could keep church unions from being "simply an organi- 
zational merger based on compromise of theological convictions", Dr. Blake 
added. 


(more) 
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Roman Catholic Church May Affiliate 


The meeting agreed to invite the Roman Catholic Church to become a member 
of the loosely organized confessional family committee, which until now has 
been limited to Protestant, Orthodox and Old Catholic groups. 


Father Jerome Hamer of the Vatican's Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity., who attended as an observer, asked for a new effort to co-ordinate 
conversations now under way on national, regional and world levels. Father 
Hamer, deputizing for Bishop J.G.M. Willebrands, asked the confessional 
secretaries to define the subjects which can be most appropriately discussed 
on multilateral or bilateral bases. 


Metropolitan Emilianos as representative of the Ecumenical Patriarch of 
Constantinople spoke, on) the’ "Orthodox View of the Interconfessional Dialogue". 
The Orthodox churches, he told the group, "represent an extremely important | 
third party in that ecumenical encounter which has come to occupy our minds 
so much since the encounter’with Rome". The ecumenical conversation since 
Vatican. II, he said, has shown that Orthodox views on collegiality, church 
government and participation of the laity appeal to the Reformed churches. 
Congregationalists and even Pentecostalists have been impressed by the 
Orthodox doctrine of the Holy Spirit and the Orthodox understanding of the 
rights of local parishes. 


Conversely, Roman Catholics and Protestants sometimes find it easier to deal 
with one another than with the Orthodox, for they share a common Western 
heritage of language, culture and theological ideas. 


At the concluding business’ session,'‘the group elected Dr. C. Ronald Goulding 
of London, associate general secretary of the Baptist World Alliance, as 
chairman for the coming year. Dr. Appel was re-elected secretary. 


Dr. Goulding succeeds the Rev. Max W. Woodward of London, secretary of the 
World Methodist Council, who was ill and could not attend this year's meeting. 


(Photo available) EPS 


CHICAGO SUED BY SEMINARTAN 
CHARGING POLICE BRUTALITY 


Chicago, (EPS)i'-~-' The City of Chicago, its mayor and the police department 
are being sued for $1% million by a Presbyterian seminary student, Roy Lis 
Ries, Jr. of Levittown, Pennsylvania, who has made a charge of police 
brutality during the Democratic National Convention. 


Mr. Ries; a student at MeCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago, said he 
was clubbed ‘twice by unidentified policemen on August 26 while urging, demon- 
strators to follow police orders to clear Lincoln Park. He spent.12,days 

in hospital and was treated for skull fracture, cuts, temporary loss of 


sight in one eye and double Fao to 
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CHURCH EDITOR IN KENYA 
FORCED TO RESIGN 


Nairobi, (EPS) -- The Rev. John Schofield, a British clergyman, told news- 
men here that he had been forced by the Kenya Government to resign his post 
as editor of the Christian monthly newspaper Target. 


Mr. Schofield, who was an Anglican priest on Tyneside in the North of England 
before moving to Kenya nearly two years ago, said he had no choice. If he 
had not resigned, the government would have stopped eid ana ape of Target and 
its Swahili counterpart, Lengo. 


During his period as editor, Target launched a number of attacks on Kenya's 
political life. The most recent issue, in an editorial article headed "The 
President's Office', alleged that "the freedom of the people’ is no longer 
paramount in the minds of the leaders of Kenya". 


It made charges of nepotism and tribalism and referred to the use of powers 
under the Detention Act. Mr. Schofield said he thought this was the issue 
which had particularly an8°554 the government. 


"We received a warning from the Registrar of Companies that we had been 
registered under a special category because it was our purpose to disseminate 
Christian news and propagate the Christian gospel. We were told we had over- 
stepped the mark by operating as a political organ. But the paper has been 
the same since it was started more than five years ago", Mr. Schofield said. 


The two newspapers each sell 10,000 copies a month and receive financial aid 
from inter-related agencies of the World Council of Churches. 


EPS 
PRESIDENT OF LEBANON CONFERS 
HONOUR ON WCC REPRESENTATIVE 
Beirut, (EPS) -- The President of Lebanon has conferred the Order of the 


Cedars on Miss Ruth Mary Black, senior field representative in the Near East 
for the refugee programme of the WCC's Division of Inter-church Aid, Refugee 
and World Service. The honour was in recognition of her work among refugees. 


Miss Black, who is retiring at the end of December, is of Scottish origin. 
She studied in England, France and Germany, and holds a degree in social 
science from the London School of Economics. 


She began work among displaced persons and refugees during World War II. In 
1953 the WCC appointed her as its representative in Jordan on the Near East 
Council of Churches. In 1956, she went to the Austro-Hungarian frontier 

where she assisted hundreds of refugees. Since 1957. she has been a WCC repre- 
sentative in Lebanon where she started a project for re-housing Assyrian 
families with WCC funds. 


Miss Black's successor will be Mr. J.E.A. Bazalgette, now senior field rep- 
resentative of DICARWS' refugee programme in Turkey. He will move to Beirut 
but continue to have charge of the office in Istanbul. He was recently 
awarded the "Cross of Mount Athos" by Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, 


(Photos available) EPS 
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SEVERAL BRITISH CLERGYMEN 
CONDEMN POWELL PROPOSALS 


London, (EPS) -- Both Anglicans and Free Churchmen in Great Britain have 
called, on Christians to repudiate Mr. Enoch Powell's proposal for the re- 
patriation of immigrants “to avert the impending disaster". 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, termed Mr. Powell's 
policy a,counsel of despair. He pointed out that unless every immigrant is 
forcibly repatriated, there will eventually be a substantial group for whom 
Britain will be their only home. 


"Therefore, there will in any case be problems of integration which Mr. Powell 
does not appear to have taken into account", said the Archbishop. 


“What is needed is a programme of education and the exercise of those basic 
Christian beliefs in the equality of man to which this country is pledged 
through support of Human Rights Year and the UN Charter." 


The Bishop of Southwark, Dr. Mervyn Stockwood, said: "How tragic that 

Mr. Powell should once again think it right to make understanding between 
peoples of different colour more difficult by encouraging racialism, colour~ 
consciousness and strife, and by appealing to irrational prejudices and crude 
emotions". 


Bishop Trevor Huddleston of Stepney reminded Christians that England by her 
participation in the slave trade and “her colonial adventures over two 
centuries and more” had been "the greatest single contributor to the aliena- 
tion of peoples from their mother lands....she had no moral right to speak 
of alienation within her own borders...she has a massive debt to repay and 
it will take her generations to repay it", he said. 


Lord Soper, a former president of the Methodist Conference, termed Mr. Powell's 
policies "radically objectionable". He added, "The most severe condemnation 
one can make is that as a professing Christian he has no Christian judgment 

to offer". 


The Rev. Kenneth Slack, minister of City Temple, London, held the Powell 
views part of a "desperate disease". It was time that Christians made their 


positions quite clear, he said. 
EPS 


BISHOP LILJE TREATED 
FOR. LUNG TUBERCULOSIS 


Hanover, (EPS) -- Bishop Hanns Lilje, 69, one of the six presidents of the 
World Council of Churches, is undergoing treatment for lung tuberculosis, 
the headquarters of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hanover has announced. 


11 work schedule was expected after 


The bishop's recovery and return to a fu 
Superintendent Hans Hoyer of 


a period of convalescence. In the meantime, 


Stade has been named as a deputy to assist DEE oc 
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EGYPTIAN CHRISTIANS ASK UN 
AID TO AVERT DISASTER 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Three Christian churches in Egypt have sent a letter to 
the headquarters of the World Council of Churches here alerting fellow 
Christians to mounting tension in the Middle East. 


"We are afraid that war is about to break out again between Israel and 

those bordering Arab countries", state the leaders of the Coptic Orthodox 
Church, the Coptic Evangelical Church and the Coptic Catholic (Uniat) Church. 
"Tf war comes, it will bring further suffering among the innocent of both 
sides and probable disaster to the nations of the Middle East. It may bring 
confrontation between the great powers and explode into a world conflict", 
they write. 


The letter is signed by Pope Kyrillos VI, Patriarch of the Orthodox See of 
St. Mark; the Rev. Dr. Ibrahim Said, head of the Evangelical Church; and 
Cardinal Istiphanos I Sidarouss, Patriarch of the Coptic Catholics. 


They ask the World Council to circulate their letter to its officers and 
member churches around the world. 


Christians are requested to urge their governments "to press the United 
Nations with the awful seriousness of this situation, and make the great 
effort to arrange a settlement based on justice". 

EPS 


(Full text of the letter appears on page 14.) 


YWCA's ASIAN PROGRAMME 
ASSESSED IN SEMINAR 


Bangkok, (EPS) -- Thirty leaders from ten Asian countries are attending the 
month-long Regional Programme Seminar of the World's YWCA, which opened here 
November 11 with an address by Thailand's Minister of Foreign Affairs, the 
Hon. Thanat Khoman. 


The seminar, drawing on the personnel of the United Nations Economic Commis- 
sion for Asia based here, will develop content and methods for programmes © 
with out-of-school and unemployed youth; young girls and women working in 
service and industrial occupations; and rural youth and women. Citizenship 
education to promote better understanding of economic and social problems 
such as poverty and ignorance will also be stressed. 


U Kyaw Than, general secretary of the East Asia Christian Conference, has 
served as a resource leader on religious forces at work in East Asia. Other 
advisers have been drawn from UNESCO, International Labour Organization and 
UNICEF. 


Miss Ko Siu Wah, director of the Hong Kong YWCA, is chairman of the seminar, 
and Dr. Alice Arnold of the World's YWCA in Geneva is a consultant on social 
and international questions. 

EPS 
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MULTILATERAL RELATIONS IN INDIA 
URGED BY U.S. MISSION EXECUTIVES 


New York, (EPS) -- A consultation of nearly 40 U.S. mission board administra- 
tors held recently in Greenwich, Connecticut (USA) reached agreement on 
several principles to govern a Special programme being undertaken by the 
Southern Asia Department of the National Council of Churches. 


The executives decided that: 


- mission boards must move faster to change the quality of their 
relationship to churches in India; 


- the boards should move away from traditional denominational ties 
to multi-lateral relations; 


- where funds are shared they should be channelled through the 
highest judicatory of the Indian church; 


- planning should be done with the church in India which will lead 
to selective disengagement of some programmes and new engagement 
in others; 


- more attention should be given to community development programmes; 


- mission boards, especially those related to work in North India, should 
lose no time in preparing to relate to the new United Church of North 
India expected to come into being in 1970. 


More than 25 mission boards and agencies were represented at the consultation 
called by the Asia Department of the NCC's Division of Overseas Ministries. 
EPS 


METHODISTS VOTE $2 MILLION 
FOR VIETNAM REHABILITATION 


Chicago, (EPS) -- The sum of $2 million for rehabilitation and reconstruc- 
tion in Vietnam after hostilities cease was proposed by United Methodist 
bishops in making the first allocations from a $20 million Fund for Recon- 
ciliation. 


A set of guidelines for use of the Fund was adopted in closed sessions of 
the Council of Bishops here. The guidelines and allocations are subject 
to approval by the emphasis committee. 


The $20 million Fund was established by the United Methodist General Con- 
ference for collection and distribution over the next four years. Fifty per 
cent is to be retained at annual conference and area levels and half is 
payable to the Council on World Service and Finance. 


In addition to the $2 million for Vietnam, the bishops recommended $700,000 
for the Commission on Religion and Race and $1.5 million for United Methodist 


Voluntary Service, a "Methodist Peace Corps". 
EPS 
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LATIN AMERICAN ECUMENICAL RELATIONS 
IMPROVING, LWF LEADER TOLD 


Buenos Aires, (EPS) -- Relations are improving between Evangelical Church 
leaders in Latin America and ecumenical groups such as the Church and 
Society Organization (ISAL), a staff member of that group, Dr. Julio de 
Santa Ana of Montevideo, Uruguay, told Dr. André Appel, general secretary 
of the Lutheran World Federation. | 


Dr. Appel visited the continent to make arrangements for the Fifth Assembly 
of the LWF scheduled for Porto Alegre, Brazil in July 1970. 


The Rev. Karl Gottschald of Sao Leopoldo, first vice-president of the Evan- 
gelical Church of Lutheran Confession in Brazil, stated at a recent conven- 
tion of his church that the ECLCB will work for continued improvement in its 
relations with other churches and such groups as ISAL. "However", he said, 
"many misunderstandings still need to be abolished before a real dialogue 
will take place". 


The new president of the Evangelical La Plata Church in Argentina, Dr. Heinz- 
Joachim Held, has said that ISAL and similar ecumenical groups should be 
taken seriously by the churches because they want to serve the world. 


One of the most important ISAL programmes, Dr. Appel learned, is the Urban 
and Industrial Mission Project (MISUR). Many Roman Catholic and secular 
organizations are participating in preparing a programme which, it is hoped, 
can transform the slums of several big cities. The project will help resi- 
dents become conscious of their situation and encourage them after critical 
thinking to take appropriate action on their own. ISAL is seeking $71,000 
from the World Council of Churches for the three-year programme. 


Four years ago one such local effort was launched in the slums of Caracas, 
Venezuela under Lutheran Church sponsorship. Emphasis has been put on 
vocational training rather than preaching. 


EPS 
U.S. CATHOLIC ORDER AFFILIATES 
WITH NATIONAL COUNCIL DIVISION 
New Haven, Connecticut, (EPS) -- An order of medical missionaries has become 


the first Roman Catholic religious community to become formally affiliated 
with the National Council of Churches' Division of Overseas Ministries (DOM). 


The Medical Mission Sisters, a Philadelphia-based order, was accepted as an 
affiliated agency by the division's board at a meeting following its second 
triennial assembly here. 


The National Council is composed of 33 Protestant and Orthodox churches. 
The Catholic order was the first to request affiliation, after more than a 
year of information co-operation with the NCC division. 


Doctors, nurses, medical technicians, pharmacists and administrators of the 
700-member Medical Mission Sisters serve in 14 countries of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America. 

EPS 
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ORTHODOX LEADER WANTS CATHOLICS 
IN WORLD COUNCIL'S RANKS 


Vienna, (EPS) -- In. order for the ecumenical movement to be "more all- 
embracing", Metropolitan Meliton of Chalcedon has expressed the hope that 
the Roman Catholic Church will. become a member of the World Council of 
Churches. 


Metropolitan Meliton, dean of the Holy Synod of. the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
of Constantinople and a vice-chairman of the WCC's Central Committee, offered 
this personal opinion in an address to the Pro Oriente, Foundation here on 
November 26. (The foundation was established in 1964 by Franz Cardinal Kénig 
in an effort to improve relations between the Roman Catholic and the Orthodox 
churches.) 


Referring to the presence of Roman Catholic delegated observers at the recent 
Fourth (Uppsala) Assembly, the Orthodox leader said: "On the theological 
side the participation of the Roman Catholics and the Orthodox greatly helped 
the Assembly to orientate itself towards more Catholic standpoints - I am 
using the etymological, sense of the term". Speeches by Orthodox) Metropolitan 
Ignatios Hazim and Jesuit Father Roberto Tucci were "highlights of the 
Assembly and opened deep spiritual horizons", he said. 


The central theological problem which Uppsala failed to solve, according to 
Metropolitan Meliton, was how to view the Christian faith. Should the 
Christian Church and the WCC "move in a vertical direction aiming mainly at 
conversion, rebirth and the fulfilment of man in Christ? Or in a horizontal 
direction, aiming at curing the evils in the world, the creation of a moral 
order of things on this earth? 


"The great Fathers of the Church in the East never distinguished between the 
vertical and the horizontal", Meliton said, "because their, theology held, in 
view the whole vision. It was a theology of the whole of creation, of cosmic 
dimensions, of the God-man who became 'flesh-bearing' so that. man might 
become spirit-bearing'"'. 

"Today we need to renew theology at the springs of Patristic thought", he 
said. "This does not mean turning back, but it does, mean turning, away from 


fragmentation and towards the whole, and openness to the prophetic. element." 
EPS 


FIJI CHURCHES HOLD ECUMENICAL 'BIBLE WEEK’ 


Suva, Fiji, (EPS) -- Five Protestant denominations and the Roman Catholic 
Church participated in an ecumenical Bible Week here which was the climax 


of a year's planning. 


A series of services were held during the week. Response was termed 
"encouraging", although attendance was not as large as had been expected. 
Catholic Archbishop G.H. Pearce of Suva gave an address. 


A competition to find the oldest Bible in Suva yielded an English New Testa- 
ment dated 1684, a Fijian New Testament printed in 1847 and a copy of the 


first edition of the complete Fijian Bible dated eine 


No. 43 - 28th November, 1968 10 


OPPOSITE VIEWS OF CZECH EVENTS 
HELD BY RUSSIAN/BRITISH CHURCHMEN 


London, (EPS) -- Two diametrically opposed views of recent events in Czecho- 
slovakia are contained in an exchange of letters between Patriarch Alexei 

of Moscow and All Russia and the general secretary of the British Council 

of Churches, Bishop Kenneth Sansbury, made public here November 22. 


Patriarch Alexei wrote to the British Council of Churches saying, "We regard 
the events of August 21 as an expression - though extraordinary in form - 

of ‘solidarity of the brotherly nations’ and do not see any grounds for its 
dramatization. . 


"The purpose of this step was certainly not the ‘occupation’ of Czechoslo- 
vakia as anti-communist Western propaganda insists, but the prevention of a 
ripening crisis..." . 


The Patriarch expressed his conviction "that the presence of the troops of 
fraternal allied countries in Czechoslovakia does not entail any threat to 
its security, territorial integrity or national sovereignty". 


The process of development taking place in Czechoslovakia has not been 
"disturbed by the actions of the five allied countries, but on the contrary 
received a possibility to go on more calmly, without any hindrance from the 
forces interested in destructive anti~socialist activity", the Patriarch 
affirmed. 


Bishop Sansbury, after mentioning the similarity between the views of the 
Patriarch and the government of the USSR, made it clear in his’ response 

sent through Metropolitan Nikodim, head of foreign relations for the Russian 
Orthodox Church, that "we find it impossible to accept the opinions ex= 
pressed by His Holiness". 


Noting that Metropolitan Nikodim was in Czechoslovakia at the time of the 
entry of Soviet forces, Bishop Sansbury stated: "You yourself perhaps 
have been able to observe that the Czech Communist Party, the government 
and the great majority of the people remained faithful to’ their vision of 
all that is good in the socialist system, and that counter-revolution was 
no real danger to that country. To state the opposite is a profound dis= 
tortion of the truth... . 


"It is impossible for ‘the solidarity of the brotherly nations' to be ex- 
pressed in a way that is repugnant to those who are allegedly being helped", 
said Bishop Sansbury. "At this time we feel we must stand by our brothers 
in the churches of Czechoslovakia who are one with their nation in hoping 
and praying for the continuing development of ‘socialism with a human face’ 
throughout Czechoslovakia. This development remains threatened", he con- 
cluded, "while a foreign army remains on Czech soil. It cannot be credibly 
asserted that there has been no interference in the internal affairs of 
the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic". 

EPS 
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"RACIAL SENSITIVITY' SURVEY 
UNCOVERS WHITE RACISM 


Minneapolis, Minnesota (EPS) -- A racial sensitivity survey taken last 
April in 238 Minneapolis area churches indicates that white racism exists 
among their memberships. 


The survey, sponsored by the Minneapolis Urban Coalition and the Minnesota 
Council on Religion and Race, was based on 67,000 questionnaires filled in 
by persons who attended church services on April 26. 


Each questionnaire included 40 statements having racial overtones to which 
churchgoers were asked to respond. The responses were restricted to no 
answer, strongly agree, agree, disagree and strongly disagree. 


The statements covered six categories: housing, employment, physiological 
racism, interracial marriage, riots and attitudes towards black leadership 
and black self-determination. 


Results of the survey "are in conformity with the conclusions of the Kerner 
Report" (EPS No. 10), said Auxiliary Bishop Leonard P. Cowley, honorary 
chairman of the Minnesota Council on Religion and Race. 


Disclosure, of the results, it is hoped, will spur educational programmes 
on white racism in churches of the city and suburbs. 


A forum on the survey will be held on December 5 in House of Prayer Lutheran 
church in Richfield in an effort to encourage educational programmes in the 
churches. The forum will include seminars interpreting the survey, a theo- 
logical panel concerning implications, and programme planning for the local 
congregation. 

EPS 


GHANA PRESBYTERIANS PROTEST AGAINST 
PROPOSAL TO SECULARIZE SCHOOLS 


Akim Oda, Ghana (EPS) -- The Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Ghana has 
opposed a government commission's report recommending that all schools and 
colleges be brought under secular control. 


The proposal would require that all children attend state schools. 


Delegates to the Presbyterian meeting said the recommendation violates the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights giving parents the right to choose 
the kind of education they wish for their children. 


The Synod said the government report gave "superficial treatment to réligious 
and moral education", and "it is not in the best interest of the equn try 8 
youth to hand over the schools at present managed by the churches educational 
units to the state until full and adequate provision 1s made for religious 


and moral education". 
EPS 
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PROPHECY IS DISCUSSED 
AT WCC/ADVENTIST TALKS 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The fourth annual consultation between representatives of 
the World Council of Churches' Faith and Order Secretariat and the Seventh- 
day Adventist Church took place in Geneva November 25-27. Sessions alter- 
nated between the Ecumenical Centre and the Semtnatre Adventiste at 
Collonges~sous~Salév. 


Theme of this year's meeting was "prophecy". Earlier sessions had dealt 
with proselytism, religious liberty, Sunday-Sabbath observance. 


This year's session, attended by 25 persons from various countries, was 
chaired jointly by Dr. Lukas Vischer for the WCC and Dr. B.B. Beach, secre- 
tary of the General Conference of SDA (Northern European Division). Papers 
were read by Dr. B. Seton, president of the British Union of SDA; Dr. 
Martin Klopfenstein, student chaplain at the University of Bern; | and 
Dr. E.W.H. Vick, professor of Andrews University, Berrien Springs, Michigan, 
(USA) . 

EPS 


IN BRIEF 


Dr. Martin Niemdller, former WCC president, is recovering from a heart attack 
at his home in Wiesbaden, Germany. Physicians have ordered him to cancel all 
speaking engagements for the next six months, including his scheduled lectures 
at Christian Theological Seminary in Indianapolis, Indiana (USA) for the 
spring term. 


* * * 


Sister Mary Corita, who was responsible for the colourful pop-art posters at 
the Uppsala Assembly, has resigned as a member of the Sisters of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary and will resume her family name of Corita Kent. She remains a 
faculty member of Immaculate Heart College in Los Angeles, California, but 

will no longer head the art department. She said her reasons for resigning 
were "very personal and hard to explain". 


*& * * 


Protestant and Roman Catholic youth of Lower Saxony voted at an ecumenical 
youth congress in mid-November to impose on themselves a tax for development 
aid for the next year. Addressing an open letter to the German Bundestag, 
they urged legislators "to adjust the whole policy of our state to the 
problems of world hunger". They asked churches to refrain from spending 
money on things that are merely for display. 


* * * 


Results of the voting now taking place in diocesan conferences on the 
Anglican-Methodist unity plan in Great Britain will not be known until 
February 3. Forty-three diocesan conferences are voting. on four questions 
concerning the plan, chief of which approves the "service of reconciliation". 
The crucial Anglican vote will be a referendum of 15,000 clergy next spring. 


k * &k 
(more) 


a — 
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IN BRIEF (continued) 


The "Visser 't Hooft Centre", built by 60 German young people as an act of 
repentance and reconciliation, was opened in Rotterdam, the Netherlands, 

in mid-November. A place where church, industry and workers can meet, the 
Centre will stress the integration of science, theology and industry in the 
service of society. The six-storey building will house a branch of the 
Institute of Social Ethics of the Theological Faculty of Utrecht University, 


and also will train young people going to Asia and Africa to help in develop- 
ment projects. 


* * * 


The Mar Thoma Church in Kerala, India, celebrated the 75th birthday of 
Metropolitan Juhanon Mar Thoma, former World Council of Churches president, 
by collecting funds to build houses for 75 landless families. Bishops of 
all churches in Kerala - Church of South India, Orthodox, Mar Thoma and 
Roman Catholic - issued a joint statement urging congregations to build one 
house every year for a landless family. 


* * * 


The Australian Council of Churches is recruiting medical, agricultural and 
social workers for an aid programme in Laos being started by Asian Christian 
Service, a department of the East Asia Christian Conference. Australian teams 
are already serving in Vietnam and Nigeria and the council supports per- 
sonnel in.other parts of Southeast Asia and the Pacific. 


* * * 


Seminary enrolment in the U.S. is at an all-time high, according to the 
American Association of Theological Schools (AATS). Total enrolment in 
September was 25,221 in 142 schools belonging to the AATS. The 1968 increase 
is 3.75 per cent over 1967. The new figure includes 16 institutions which 
have joined AATS since 1967. However, there are 946 more students in the 
schools which reported in former years. 


* * * 
NEW PRICE FOR EPS 


Beginning January 1, 1969, the price of a one-year subscription to Ecumenical 
Press Service is as follows: $7.50; Sw.Fr./DM 24.-; £2.8.0. Those who wish 
to receive their weekly copy without delay are encouraged to add the appro- 
priate sum to cover airmail postage as follows: 


Sw.Fr./DM U.S.$ 

Europe, North Africa, Near East (including Israel) 16.-= 4,-- 

Arabia, Central Africa, Ethiopia, Mid-East 24.-- Sirn 

North America (inc. Hawaii), Indian sub-continent 28-7 6.50 

Central America, Caribbean area, Southern Africa, 32.-- 7.50 
Madagascar 

South America, Far East an Base 


Australia, New Zealand, Pacific area 


* * * 


No. 43 - 28th November, 1968 14 | 


Appendix 
LETTER FROM COPTIC CHURCH LEADERS TO FELLOW CHRISTIANS 


To our fellow Christians, 
and churches of the world, 


During the past 20 years, the churches of the Middle East have asked for 
your prayers in our time of suffering, and your aid for our homeless people 
in their time of need. You have responded with generosity, and we are 
grateful. 


Now, in a moment of great crisis, we turn to you again to urge that your 
prayers be followed with further action. 


We are afraid that war is about to break out again between Israel and those 
bordering Arab countries, part of whose territory Israel occupies. If war 
comes, it will bring further suffering among the innocent of both sides, 
and probable disaster to the nations of the Middle East. It may bring con- 
frontation between the great powers, and explode into a world conflict. 


We believe that even worse than the continuing threat of violence is the 
deepening sense of injustice, and the growing conviction that there is no 
solution outside war. 


We have seen hundreds of thousands of innocent people, the great majority of 
them women, children and youngsters, languishing in our crowded refugee — 
camps, displaced from lands and homes to which they long to return. Another 
generation of Arab children is being reared in these unnatural conditions 
inadequately fed, improbably sheltered, clad in the cast-off clothes of others. 


Brethren, we have seen hope among our people give way to hopelessness, and 
sorrow turn to despair. We have seen anger turn to hatred, and we are 
deeply grieved. For these things need not be. 


Our young men have been taught to hate injustice, and to respect the dignity 
of all men. But it is easy for them to learn to hate the hand by which in- 
justice comes. Yet, we Christians believe that only more pain will come 
from further violence, and that there is a better way. 


One year ago, the Security Council of the United Nations unanimously adopted 
a resolution containing a solution to the Middle East crisis. The United 
Arab Republic and the Government of Jordan have accepted and declared their 
readiness to implement this resolution, for it is peace with justice our 
people want. 


We believe that Israel, too, should accept and implement this resolution, 
and that it would be in the interests of all the people of the area to secure 
a just and peaceful resolution. 


But we note, with great regret, that a year has passed and many more have — 
become homeless, and that after a wretched winter of suffering in the tents 
of Jordan and Syria and in the camps of Egypt, and increasing unhappiness 
among the people of occupied Palestine and Syria, another winter approaches 
and there is little sign of a settlement and many signs of war. 


So, we turn to you, our fellow Christians, believing that, under God's 

guidance, men can find a way of justice and peace. We urge you to urge your 
governments to press the United Nations with the awful seriousness of this 
Situation, and make the great effort to arrange a settlement based on justice. 


Pope Kyrillos VI Cardinal Istiphanos I Sidarouss Rev. Dr. Ibrahim Said 
Coptic Orthodox Church Coptic Catholic Church Coptic Evangelical Church 
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Feature Article 
HEAVEN AND EARTH 
by Claudette Marquet, WCC Staff Member 


"Talk about heaven, not about earth!" This sugary piece of advice given 
almost simultaneously by an officer of the French Broadcasting and Tele- 


_ vision Corporation and by Prime Minister Vorster of South Africa speaks 


volumes about the state of Christianity today. 


The admonition and the concern it expresses seems to indicate that a growing 
number of Christians are becoming more and’more concerned about the implica- 
tions of their faith for life in this world. To them, loving God and one's 

neighbour is nothing but a pious platitude unless it finds concrete expres- 

sion through feeding the hungry and clothing the naked. 


Since charity on a personal level is in danger of being completely ineffec- 
tive, one has to work for change in the economic system involving politics. 
It is understandable that certain political leaders are worried when they 
see Christians planting the seeds of revolution — those same Christians who 
used to be considered pillars of the established order! 


Is.it. possible that the World Council of Churches (including most of the 
Christian churches in the world, with the important exception of the Roman 
Catholics) might also be put in its place and be forced to talk more about 
heaven than about earth? Some of its own members accuse the Department on 
Church and Society (which seeks to lead the churches to take responsibility 
forthe problems of society) of being more concerned about economics and 
politics than about theology. Fortunately, they say, the World Council also 
has its Secretariat on Faith and Order: 


Let..us see if the latter, at least, is concerned about heaven. Its roots 

go back a long way. "Faith and Order" was one of the three movements which 
gave rise to the present World Council of Churches. At its first conference 
in 1927. at Lausanne, 400 delegates from 108 churches met to study the beliefs 
and traditions of the different confessions. In 1948, when the World Council 
was officially formed, "Faith and Order" became one of its departments - 

the one where the quintessence of "ecumenical theology" is tested. 


The Faith and Order Secretariat studies the four main causes of separation 
of the different Christian confessions: the authority of Scripture and 
Tradition, the doctrine of salvation, the nature of the Church and its mini- 
stries, and the Sacraments. 


These studies are designed not only to clarify the causes of division, but 
also to discover what unites Christians ~ the common basis on which the 
united Church of tomorrow could be built. 


It would be far from true, however, to imagine that these studies, in which 
Roman Catholic theologians are now also participating, are merely of historical 
interest and have nothing to do with the present. There are historical reasons 


(more) 
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for the divisions, and it is necessary to understand them to overcome them. 
But new problems confront all Christian churches and threaten their common 
witness. Examples include secularization, the trend towards unification in 
the world coupled ironically with increasing divisions within it, and the 
question of development. 


The mandate of Faith and Order is not to ignore these obstacles, or to talk 
exclusively about a God who is in heaven or about past history. Its enquiries 
are concerned with people today and their concrete situation. ' 


The Faith and Order Secretariat has conducted a study on "God in Nature and 
History". Now it plans one on."Man in Nature and History" based on theology, 
philosophy, anthropology and the natural sciences. 


The study of man includes a study of his whole existence and ratson d'étre, 

in the light of his ultimate purpose. But man's existence is, in many cases, 
limited by intolerable conditions: hunger, under-employment, ill-health, 
miserable living-quarters. Is it not incumbent upon Christians to change this 
existence, to make it really "human", precisely because of "the things of 
heaven"? . 


This is a blow to the peace of mind of those who thought theology at least 
kept out of politics. For if the Faith and Order movement wants to be true 
to its mandate and speak to the men and women of today about the one God, it 
cannot evade the issues of our time by talking about heaven, and quietly 
analysing the past. It is committed to the same course as its neighbour, the 
Department on Church and Society. Today it is impossible for theology to 
withdraw to an ivory tower far from the concerns of men. It must remain on 
earth and, if possible, work out a "'theology-for-man". 


Some day perhaps, thanks to its efforts and to others, the churches will be 
united (or at least more united than today), and they will announce the same 
Lord through the same Word and the same Sacraments. There may even be one 
united Church. But whatever form that Church may take, and whatever its 
theology, it must always remember that to attain heaven it must first concern 
itself with this earth... 

EPS 
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE OF DR. EUGENE CARSON BLAKE 
GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
TO THE MEMBER CHURCHES 


Christmas is not the feast of peacekeeping but of peacemaking. 


Christmas announces to all men that God became a poor man Himself to bring 
peace on earth, between man and Himself and man and his neighbour. God's 
peace is not cheap. It includes a judgment on all apathy, selfishness and 
sentimentality; it demonstrates that authentic peace comes only through 
costly love and self-sacrifice. 


This year - as so often before - Christmas will be celebrated in the midst 
of wars as a feast of hope. 


Not only wars violate peace. Injustice does too. Open violence of arms 
is not necessarily harder to bear than the crushing of human rights, or 
insecurity, or segregation, or hunger, or fear. 


Peace can be violated by those who want to keep it at all costs, by those 
who have vested interests in preserving the world as it is, by those who 

resist or delay land reform, open housing, tax reform, freedom of speech 

and organization, changes in obsolete and useless structures. 


Necessary change is often resisted with violence by such "peacekeepers". 
Let Christians celebrate Christmas by making peace. 


And in this celebration of Christmas there is profound joy; there is a call 
to active participation in the divine work of peacemaking; there is a 
promise that all who heed this call shall be called sons of God. 


EPS 
WORLD MISSION CONFERENCE SET FOR '71/72 
BY WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
Odense, Denmark, (EPS) -- A conference organized by the Commission on World 


Mission and Evangelism (CWME) will be held in 1971 or 1972, it was announced 
here last week during the World Council of Churches' Divisional Committee 
on World Mission and Evangelism. 


Planned as a world mission conference, it will include the results of a 
study on "Salvation Today" currently being undertaken by the staff of the 
division. 


The committee reaffirmed the purpose of CWME whose aim is ‘to further the 
proclamation to the whole world of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the end 
that all men may believe in Him and be saved". 


A meeting of the commission had been planned for Madras, India, in late 
December of next year and a preliminary study on "Salvation Today" had been 


(more) 
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prepared. But with less than 12 months in which to organize and make a 
detailed study of the theme, it was found impossible. With other World 
Council of Churches conferences and denominational conferences on a world 
level. planned for 1970, the earliest time available would be 1971/72. 


EPS 
CHURCHES MUST GIVE 
NEW LEAD IN MEDICAL MISSION 
Odense, Denmark, (EPS) -- The future of church-related hospitals is not 


in “economic artificial respiration", Dr. J. Hakan Hellberg of the 
Christian Medical Commission (CMC) told the World Council of Churches' 
Divisional Committee on World Mission and Evangelism here last week. 


The meeting had heard that the 618 church-related hospitals in India make 
up 18% of available hospital beds there. But, stated CMC's. director 

Mr. James McGilvray, "70% of the hospitals are over 40. years.old.and,. 25% 
are over 75 years old....Results of a recent survey show that US$20 million 
is needed for hospital rebuilding, renovation and extension in India's 
church hospital compounds", Mr. McGilvray added. 


The’ CMC director called for an international and inter-church planning 
committee to help church hospital authorities find their priorities. 


He suggested that 


- the future of church hospitals must be in the overall government 
_ health programme of the country they serve; 


= they must be orientated towards the community and not only be 
concerned with the patients who come to the hospitals; 


- mother and child care must come more to the forefront of the 
Church's effort in medical mission. (Mothers and children 
represent the majority of the world's population. ) 


- family planning and welfare with choice of methods left to indi- 
vidual conscience must have a high priority in the Church's 
medical programme. 


The Christian Medical Commission was inaugurated by the World Council of 
Churches in June this year “to promote the more effective use of resources 
for medical work through the establishment of structures for joint planning 
and action: (a).between the churches themselves, whether or not they 
belong to the World Council of Churches, and (b) between the churches 
collectively, other voluntary agencies and governments". 


The Commission is also concerned with a study of the nature of the 
Christian ministry of healing and of the problems that confront it every- 


where in a changing world. 
EPS 
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NEW THRUST FOR URBAN MISSION 
PROGRAMME IS APPROVED 


Odense, Denmark, (EPS) -- An injection of US$600,000 is to be sought for 
the programme of urban and industrial mission sponsored by the World 
Council of Churches following a debate in the Divisional Committee on 
World Mission and Evangelism here. 


The money would be deployed in the three-year period beginning 1970 to 
expand the division's involvement in the varied programmes already under- 
taken. The division's secretariat will assist in an evaluation of the 100 
pilot projects with which it has maintained contact, and inaugurate 
regional consultations to formulate strategy for the Church following the 
initial experimental period. 


The urban and industrial mission secretariat was established by the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches at Enugu, in the former eastern 
region of Nigeria, in January 1965. That decision followed, the Mexico 

City meeting of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism in 1963 
when attention was focused on Christian witness in modern society. 


Special attention has been paid to the subject by German theologian 

Dr. Paul Léffler, who told our representative here, "By 1984 one-half of 
the world’s population is estimated to live in urbanized areas". At the 
division's annual committee meeting here last week Dr. L6ffler.said the 
urban mission programme is to help the Church avoid making the mistakes 
European denominations made through their aloofness during the, post- 
industrial revolution period. 


"New nations", Dr. Léffler said, "are being swept by urbanization as develop- 
ment increases. At this crucial stage the Church must be present through 
service and witness." 


The next period of the urban mission programme will be directed by the 
Rev. Dr. Daisuke Kitagawa, a sociologist who was a leader in the rapid 
social change studies for the WCC during the "50s. 


EPS 


THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION FUND 
SUPPORTS VARIED PROJECTS 


London, (EPS) -- The distinguishing factor between theological colleges in 
Asia, Africa and Latin America and their western counterparts is the weak- 
ness of their faculties, a report published here stated. 


The report issued by the Theological Education Fund of the World Council 
of Churches gave the reasons for the weakness as: 

"~\basic dependence upon foreign members of staff; 

~ minimal qualifications for teaching; 

- short-term teaching appointments; 

- work schedules that prevent private study and research". 


(more) 
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Dr. James Hopewell, director of the Theological Education Fund, told our 
representative, ''Because a competent faculty is essential for relevant 
teaching, the TEF has given a considerable portion of its budget to 
indigenous faculty development". 


Dr. Hopewell added, ''More than 100 teachers have been aided in further 
training, 47 of them from Africa, which has the lowest proportion of 
national teachers in the three continents the Fund serves". 


The report noted that among the agencies receiving help were 18 theological 
college associations that link most of the Protestant and Orthodox colleges 
in Asia, Africa and Latin America. Some 55 conferences on aspects of theo- 
logical education have been sponsored by the TEF since 1965. 


Dr. Hopewell told our representative, "Publication programmes that produce 
books and journals in regional languages also receive grants from the Fund". 


Projects ranging from support to editors for Chinese theological textbooks, 
and sociological surveys of Pacific islands by theological students to an 
urban field work course in Daz-es-Salaam are also aided by the TEF. 


The Theological Education Fund was established in 1957 in Accra, Ghana 
at a meeting of the International Missionary Council. 


The Fund has two years left of its mandate but at a recent meeting of the 
World Council's Divisional Committee on World Mission and Evangelism in 
Odense, Denmark, an advisory committee of the Fund was asked to continue 
exploring how TEF could continue to strengthen theological education and 
act. as a catalyst in the ongoing process of theological reflection on 
the experience of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

EPS 


COMMON MARKET FOR EVANGELISM ADVOCATED 


Odense, Denmark, (EPS) -- A common market on different ways of evangelism 
was advocated by the Swiss historian Dr. Walter Hollenweger at a divisional 
meeting of the World Council of Churches here. 


Dr. Hollenweger, secretary for evangelism at the World Council of Churches’ 
headquarters in Geneva, was commenting on a paper entitled "Helping the 
Churches in Mission and Evangelism". 


He told the 50 church experts present, "The common market would provide 
examples illustrating methods of evangelism around the world," "The idea Fe 
that only fools are engaged in Church work is the sign of spiritual pespair A 
the Reformed churchman said. "This can be overcome", he maintained, ‘by 
those who want to experiment with different methods of evangelism and make 

a sincere, determined effort to solve the peoples' problems, meet their 


needs and find together a new challenge." 
(more) 
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Dr. Hollenweger cited the Chilean Pentecostalists who attended the Fourth 
(Uppsala) Assembly of the World Council of Churches last July and who 
invited Lady Jackson (Barbara Ward), the distinguished British economist 
who is a Roman Catholic, to "work up" a programme for land reform and 
social action as a vital part of their evangelical thrust. Traditionally 
anti-Roman Catholic, they did not mind that the learned lady was a 
Catholic if she advocated their "type" of programme. 


Hollenweger called this "the biblical message within the social and 
political context of the people". 


For people of a "non-literary society" Hollenweger argued against the 
traditional methods of communication and advocated "Bible studies in 
dialogue" and "contact men" as the "newspapers" of the oral society, 


Such a ministry, Dr. Hollenweger said, would help particularly the Latin 
American churches "understand what they are doing and to place their work 
in an ecumenical context". 

EPS 


YUGOSLAV BISHOPS APPEAL 
FOR CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 


Belgrade, (EPS) -- The Roman Catholic bishops of Yugoslavia have appealed 
to the government to recognize Christmas as an official holiday. 


The petition was supported by Patriarch German of the Serbian Orthodox 
Church, a president of the World Council of Churches, although the Orthodox 
observe the Christmas feast on a different day from Catholics - January 6. 


Most offices and factories in Yugoslavia are closed on Christmas Day, but 

it is not a legal holiday. It is believed the government may legalize the 

holiday as a gesture of goodwill and to improve relations with the churches. 
EPS 


LATIN AMERICAN METHODISTS 
PLAN REGIONAL CONFERENCE 


Santiago, Chile, (EPS) -- Methodist churches in 10 countries expect to 
join in a new Latin America Regional Conference at a meeting scheduled for 
January. The regional unit is designed to strengthen ties among congrega- 
tions having a total membership of 129,000. 


Participating will be Methodist churches in Mexico, Cuba, Panama, Costa 
Rica, Brazil, Peru, Bolivia, Uruguay, Argentina and Chile. 


All are related to the United Methodist Church (USA) either as autonomous 
affiliated churches or directly through the General Conference. 
EPS 
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SOME PRE-FAB SHELTERS REACH JORDAN; 
MANY REFUGEES FACE BLEAK WINTER 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The first shipment of 400 prefabricated shelters for 
Jordanian refugees purchased through the World Council of Churches arrived 
at Souf Camp near Jerash north-east of Amman on November 17, and erection 
started several days later. 


An additional 400 shelters left Great Britain on November 19 and are due 
at the camp this week, according to Richard Butler, Near East emergency 
secretary of the World Council of Churches. 


As a result of a $100,000 contribution from the German Protestant relief 
campaign "Bread'for the World", the WCC has been able to complete an order 
for 1,600 shelters, all of which will be erected by mid-January, Mr. Butler 
estimates. Other agencies contributing to the cost of the shelters were 
Church World Service and Mennonite Central Committee (USA), the Canadian 
churches, Christian Aid and Oxfam (Great Britain). 


The camp population in Jordan is growing as cold weather approaches, 
Mr. Butler reported. People who had found some shelter in cities and 
towns during the summer are moving to the camps in the expectation that 
some’ provision will be made for them there. 


However, one camp has no plan to provide more than tents. In another camp 
of 15,000 only one-sixth of the shelter needs will be met, while in three 
other camps all or most refugees will be given prefabricated shelters. 
Despite efforts by the UN, church and other voluntary agencies, many 
refugees face a miserable winter according to the WCC secretary. 


"The present need for shelter highlights the urgency of recent appeals 
made to concerned governments to allow refugees and displaced persons to 
return to their homes on the west bank of the Jordan River before the 
worst of the winter weather comes", Mr. Butler stated. 
EPS 
(Photos are available from WCC Film/Photo Section) 


WRECKAGE OF MISSION PLANE 
FOUND IN CONGO 


Kinshasa, (EPS) -- The bodies of three American missionaries have been 
found in the wreckage of a small plane missing in a northern province of 
the Congo since October 13 (EPS No. 39), according to a report by Radio Congo. 


Identified were Mrs. Harrison Goodall of Birmingham, Alabama; Mrs. Birney 
C. Hoyt of Detroit; and Mr. Max L. Meyer of Moline, Illinois. Mr. Meyer 
was piloting the plane when it came down. 


A search party found the wreckage 130 miles east of Mbandakay, a region of 
dense rain forest. Air, ground and underwater searches had gone on since 
the plane failed to reach Boende, where the husbands of the two women are 


assigned to the Ecumenical Medical Association Hospital. 
EPS 
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50th ANNIVERSARY OF CZECH BRETHREN 
OBSERVED IN THE SPIRIT OF HUS 


Prague, (EPS) -- Christians here have been called upon by a government 
official to participate in building a new Czechoslovakia. 


Mrs. Eriky Kadlecove, director of the Secretariat for Church Affairs in 
the Czech Ministry of Culture, asked 6,000 Czech Christians last weekend 
to "put into practice the principles of the 'post-January policy'". 


Speaking at the 50th anniversary of the Evangelical Church of Czech 
Brethren (a union of Lutheran and Reformed traditions) in the nation's 
Congress Hall, Mrs. Kadlecove.said, ''We say openly that we also count on 
believers...in putting into practice our important tasks on the basis of 
their faith, as equals among equals". 


The anniversary service began in the morning. Some 3,000 people were 
unable to gain entrance to the packed Congress Hall, which over the past 
year has also been the meeting place for the Communist Party. 


In its declaration the Church Assembly regarded the union of the two 
churches 50 years ago "as a gift from God"... Touching on. the recent 
political events, the declaration said, "We cannot, therefore, compromise 
with the military or political intervention of other states in the internal 
affairs of our State or of any other." The declaration continued, "In the 
spirit of the progressive Hussite traditions we support the regenerating 
process taking place in our national and political life. We regard demo- 
cratic socialism as a great opportunity...for the future .of the Czech and 
Slovak peoples." To "survive", the declaration said, is not "to put our 
trust in violence, deceit or any other external power, but in the unarmed 
truth of Christ's cross and His resurrection”. 


The Assembly sent a telegram to President Ludvik Svoboda pledging in the 
tradition of the Hussites "to struggle for unity in the Church and among 
our people, a unity based on truth, liberty of conscience and respect 
for the convictions of others", 


To the "Association of Czech Students" the Assembly said, "We joyfully 
welcome your action in support of the democratic liberties of our 
country....We express...our solidarity with you." 


A letter was also sent to the Creative Association of Czech Journalists 
and Authors saying, "truth is invincible" and "we stand together with you 
in a single front of those who want to defend the things....which came — 
to a climax this year in a Spring full of hope". 


Pastor Jens Thomsen of the World Council of Churches brought greetings to 
the Assembly and spoke of the union of the churches 50 years ago as a 
"pre-ecumenical event". The Danish=born pastor, who is assistant general 
secretary of the WCC, ended with St. Paul's word to the Galatians, "For 
freedom Christ has set us free...stand fast therefore". 


The World Alliance of Reformed Churches was represented by the General 
Secretary, Dr. Marcel Pradervand of Geneva. 
EPS 
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CHANGING ROLE OF MISSIONARY 
EXPLORED AT DOM ASSEMBLY 


New Haven, (EPS) -- What are the relevant ministries of the Church in a 
rapidly and radically changing world? This was the question faced by the 
second assembly of the Division of Overseas Ministries (DOM) of the 
National Council of Churches (USA), comprising both the mission and 
service agencies of the Protestant denominations. 


Dr. David M. Stowe, head of DOM, set the tone of the meeting by describing 
"Changing Patterns of Missionary Service". He referred to the fact that 
"the position and function of the missionary is being questioned in many 
ways". There are problems about their image, role, relationships, access 
and entry, living standards and recruitment. 


Looking into the future, Dr. Stowe predicted that while there would still 

be a "massive continuation of missionary sending by at least some sections 
of the Church, an increasing proportion of the Christian world mission 

will probably be carried on by lay missionaries of the type who planted 

the Church throughout half the ancient world and led the first great age 

of Christian expansion". For such living ministries "the prime requisite 

is a notable vitality of spiritual, ethical, theological existence", he said. 


A keynote speech was given by Dr. Brady Tyson, former missionary to Brazil 
who now teaches at American University, Washington, D.C. Speaking on 'Revo- 
lution: The Relevance of Our Ministries and Socio-political Change", he 
described revolution as "the continuing search of men and society for wider 
and more meaningful participation of more people in the goods and decision- 
making process of a society". 


He said that a radical, social revolution was necessary in Latin America, 
became "it is the only avenue possible for expanding humanism in a society 
structured to continue the domination of a minority". He described the 

new breed of revolutionaries as those "who seek to realize in their own lives 
and relations with other people a style of life that is radically egalitarian, 
and seeks to replace coercion with bonds of love and mutual respect". 


The Rev. Philip Potter, an associate general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, reminded the assembly that living ministries must be seen not 


only in terms of overseas but also of home. 


"The United States itself is going through a social revolution of great 
magnitude", he said. "As the most advanced urban and industrial society 

it is setting the pace for the rest of the world. It is therefore a scandal 
that there is continued division between home and overseas mission and 


ministries", said Mr. Potter. 


"Development applies not only to the poor nations but also to the rich 
nations", he stated, "for the bottleneck in achieving the economic develop- 
ment of the poor nations is precisely the spiritual and moral underdevelop- 


ment of the rich, so-called Christian nations". 
EPS 
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CANADIAN CHURCHMEN JOIN FORCES 
TO ATTACK WORLD POVERTY 


Toronto, Canada, (EPS) -- A joint committee composed of four Roman Catholics 
and four representatives of the Canadian Council of Churches has been 
asked to draw up a plan for attacking the problem of world poverty. 


Executives of nine churches belonging to the council and bishops of the 
Canadian Catholic Conference met in private session here recently to see 
how they would follow up a symposium on poverty held in Montreal last May. 


Delegates instructed the new committee to develop "a practical strategy 

of unified action by all Christian churches in their present programmes 

of social action, in particular concerning poverty, and their future action 
programmes which may evolve in an ecumenical spirit". 


Representing the council of churches were Canon David Scmerville (Anglican); 
the Rev. Floyd Honey, the council's general secretary; the Rev. Louis 
Fowler (Presbyterian); the Rev. Earl Treusch (Lutheran); the Rev. John 
Leng (United Church); Joseph Arthurs (Baptist Federation); Col. Frank 
Moulton (Salvation Army); Fred Haslam (Society of Friends). 


Absent because of illness were Anglican Primate Howard H. Clark and the 
Rev. Ernest E. Long, United Church of Canada. 


Among the Roman Catholic delegation were Maurice Cardinal Roy; Bishop 
Alexander Carter, president of the Catholic Conference; and Coadjutor 
Archbishop Philip F. Pocock. 


EPS 
WCC LEADER SHARES 
IN ANGLICAN COMMUNION 
Rome, (EPS) -- St. Paul's American Episcopal Church here was the scene on 


Sunday morning, December 1, for a new chapter in ecumenical history to be 
opened. 


The Rev. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, shared in a communion service with the Rector of St. Paul's, 
William C. Woodhouse, and the Rev. Dr. J. Robert Nelson, a U.S. Methodist, 
and two Taizé brothers, Prior Roger Schutz and Brother Max Thurian. 


Last month Dr. Blake took part in a similar service at Glion in Switzer- 
land with Canon Burgess Carr, Liberian Anglican; Rev. D. Kitagawa, 
American Episcopal; and Rev. Bengt-Thure Molander, Church of Sweden. 


The shared Communion services followed a decision at the recent Lambeth 
Conference to permit such services in Anglican churches. 
EPS 
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DUTCH THEOLOGIANS PLEAD 
FOR CONTACT WITH MOSCOW 


Amsterdam, (EPS) -- A number of Dutch professors of theology have sent an 
open letter to their government, the Parliament and the churches protest- 


ing against an increase of 225 million guilders in the Dutch contribution 
to NATO. ? . 


"However much we are shocked by the Russian action in Czechoslovakia", 
wrote the Dutch theologians, “it has slowly become clear that Russia did 
not invade the country out of pure aggression but primarily from fear. 
This fear derives especially from West Germany, which does not want to 
give up its claim to areas east of the Oder-Neisse line and which daily 
becomes stronger and more powerful". 


An authentic answer to Russia could be a different one, according to the 
signatories: "A clear expression on the part of the Dutch Government 

that the Oder-Neisse line should be recognized as a frontier, or a proposal 
such as that suggested by a government commission that NATO and the Warsaw 
Pact should build a continuous organ of contact which would work for peace 
and safety." | 


The letter continues: "Would it not be useful for a delegation from, the 
churches to’ go to Moscow to show understanding there and to ask the 
necessary questions from the Russians. It would be good if such a delega- 
tion could say in Moscow: ‘Our government will attempt to put aside the 
old way of thinking; as a sign of this willingness we have abandoned the 


idea’of an increase in defence spending’." 


The letter was signed by 14 professors of theology, including Dr. H. Berk- 
hof, Dr. A.J. Bronkhorst, Dr. H.M.M. Fortmann and Dr. E.C.F.A. Schillebeeckx. 
ie | | EPS 


INTERNATIONAL PROTESTANT 
STATION DROPPED 


Bern, (EPS) -- The attempt to set up an international Protestant broad- 
casting station in Switzerland has now been abandoned. 


The committee that had worked on the project for 10 years will recommend 
at a meeting here on December 7 that the EPI Association be dissolved. 


Initially the project received wide support both in Switzerland and abroad, 
but as time went on, the difficulties and delays increased. In the mean- 
time Trans-World Radio, also a Christian venture, started broadcasting in 
several languages from Monte Carlo and has seemed to meet the needs en- 
visaged by the EPI Association. Since the churches abroad were no longer 


interested, the Swiss churches decided to abandon the project. 
EPS 
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ANGLICAN/ROMAN CATHOLIC CO-OPERATION 
ON REGIONAL LEVEL URGED AT MALTA 


London, (EPS) -- Closer collaboration on a regional level between 
Anglicans and Roman Catholics was proposed at the Malta meeting of the 
Anglican-Roman Catholic Joint Preparatory Commission held earlier this 
year. 


The report and recommendations were submitted to the Pope and the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury but have only now been published by The Tablet, a 
British Catholic review. 


Among the suggestions made by the commission were an annual joint meeting 
in every region where each communion has a hierarchy, and constant consul- 
tation between committees concerned with pastoral and evangelistic problems. 


Agreements for joint use of churches and other ecclesiastical buildings 
were recommended as well as agreements to share facilities for theological 
education. 


On occasion the exchange of preachers for the homily during the celebra- 
tion of the Eucharist should also be permitted, it was stated. 


According to The Tablet, the commission's report was not published because 
some felt it might create among bishops the impression that all details © 
had been agreed upon and they were being told to implement them. 


Meanwhile in Rome, the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity 
said that a questionnaire sent to 50 national hierarchies showed "notice- 
able reserve or difference of opinion" on sharing churches and sharing in 
training for ministry. Some bishops thought the sharing of churches 
would cause "shock" and perhaps cause “immense harm”. 


EPS 
THEOLOGICAL CONFERENCE IN ROME 
DISCUSSES ISSUES RAISED AT UPPSALA 
Rome, (EPS) -- For the first time in its history, the Faith and Order Com- 


mission of the World Council of Churches has held a theological conference 
in the city of Rome. Discussing issues raised in the report of Section I 
of the recent Uppsala Assembly on "The Holy Spirit and the Catholicity of 
the Church" were 20 theologians representing both Roman Catholic and Pro- 
testant institutions. 


Two new Catholic members of the commission who are resident in Rome were 
present: Dom Emmanuel Lanne, OSB, and Prof. Umberto Betti, OFM. The 
meeting was convened by J. Robert Nelson, chairman of the Faith and Order 
Working Committee, who is spending this year in Rome. Dr. Lukas Vischer, 
director of the Faith and Order Secretariat, presided. 


Two issues were discussed: the meaning of diversities of New Testament 
ecclesiology for Church unity; and the possibility of the ecumenical move- 
ment's leading eventually to a truly universal ecumenical council. 

EPS 
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Feature Story 


A STUDY ON CONVERSATIONS WITH PEOPLE OF OTHER RELIGIONS 
AGREED BY WORLD COUNCIL'S MISSION DIVISION 


by Wilbert Forker 
WCC Staff Member 


Odense, Denmark, (EPS) -- A new study to enable Christians living side by 
side with Hindus, Moslems, Buddhists and others to bring their neighbours 
to face the implications of the life of Jesus Christ is to be undertaken 
by the World Council of Churches during the coming year. 


Master mind behind the study is the Indian theologian Dr. Stanley J. Samartha, 
48, of the Church of South India. Samartha has been seconded to the World 
Council of Churches to reshape the study on "The Word of God and the Living 
Faiths of Men" that was begun in 1955 but developed the serious defect of 
moving almost exclusively into Western philosophy and theology. The all 

too common mistake was made of discussing other religions without their 
taking part. 


Samartha is determined that the 13-year-old study must not ‘limp along on 
its lonely pilgrimage’ but that the 'cross-fertilization of ideas’ gained 
from Christian-Marxist and Christian-Jewish parlies will be fed into his 
study to provide a positive help to Christians in parts of the world where 
other religions predominate. 


At a recent meeting of the World Council's Division of World Mission and 
Evangelism in this Danish city, Samartha proposed a three-pronged approach. 


The Indian theologian called for an evaluation of the talks being held bet- 
ween Christians and Hindus in India; between Christians and Buddhists in 
Japan and Ceylon, and between Christians and Moslems in the Middle East. 
Samartha wants a clear answer to the question What does it mean in actual 
practice to be totally committed to one's faith and radically open to 
another faith? 


He wants a fresh study undertaken of "the meaning of salvation today" in 
the different religions so that the relation between personal salvation 

and social renewal in the caste society of India and the tribal community 
of Africa will help people see the relevance of the life of Jesus Christ. 


Dr. Samartha, the first Indian theologian in the World Council of Churches 
to conduct such a detailed study, said in introducing his third prong that 
a fresh study was necessary to enable the different religions to define 

the basic values of mankind and so come to an understanding of human rights. 


In a penetrating analysis, the former college professor called for a 
deeper probe into questions of man struggling to adjust in the new socio- 
economic world. He said no study of religions today can ignore the 
questions raised by modern science and psychology about life and destiny. 


(more) 
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He wants the time-honoured Christian jargon that Jesus is "Very God and 
Very Man" put in terms that can be understood by men of other religions. 


To gain immediate response from the 17 research centres engaged in the 
study of religions, Dr. Samartha has’ sent them a detailed paper containing 
leading questions. Their answers,| he hopes, will enable the study to re- 
shape traditional Christian thinking on the world's religions. 


He told the.Odense meeting that theological colleges will also be asked 
to co-operate, and the writings of scholars in other religions will be 
sifted. 


The study, while a far cry from the proclamation of the pioneer missionaries 
to India and the East, seeks to make a fresh contribution to Christian wit- 
ness. in "today's multi-religious world". As the Indian scholar said here, 
"the study is long overdue" and the 50 church experts at the meeting agreed. 
EPS 
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"69 WEEK OF PRAYER FOR UNITY 
FOCUSES ON CHRISTIAN FREEDOM 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Early in the new year many Christian churches around the 
world will join to consider the implications of the theme "Called to Free- 
dom" as they observe the 1969 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 


"This topic is especially timely", said the Rev. Reinhard Groscurth of the 
World Council's Faith and Order Secretariat, "in view of student demonstra- 
tions in many countries, the controversy over freedom and authority in the 
Church, and the surge of energy in emerging nations and oppressed minorities". 


However, Mr. Groscurth called attention to the fact that the Week of Prayer 
leaflet for use in the joint services speaks of "freedom for" not merely 
"freedom from" restraints. 


One intercession suggests the congregation pray "that the people of God 
may see their freedom as freedom to share God's mission in Christ to . 
all mankind". In a reference to Genests 22:16 it is noted that "Christian 
freedom involves freedom for suffering and sacrifice. Abraham's offering 
of his son points forward to God's self-giving in Christ, who freely chose 
to endure the Cross"'". That, says the commentary, is our calling too. 


There is a strong emphasis on freedom as a gift of God and also on the idea 
that "Christian freedom spends itself in strong compassion for the weak and 
oppressed". 


In addition to scripture readings and suggested intercessions for each day 
in the week, the leaflet prepared for use in Protestant, Orthodox and 
Roman Catholic churches has a number of short prayers. Included is one 
from the Church of South India, one each by Karl Barth and John Calvin, 

as well as more contemporary items from Youth at Worship and the liturgy 
of Taizé Community in France. 


For the second time the leaflet was prepared jointly by the WCC's Faith 
and Order Secretariat and representatives of Roman Catholic ecumenical 
centres acting on behalf of the Vatican Secretariat for Unity. 


In many parts of the world the Week of Prayer is celebrated from January 18- 
25. However, churches in Germany and those in the Southern Hemisphere some- 
times set their observance at Pentecost. Student groups have been known to 
observe both dates, according to Mr. Groscurth. 


In many countries it is the national Christian council that sets the date; 

but since it is the occasion for co-operation across all types of confessional 
boundaries, the Faith and Order Secretariat recommends that agreement be 
reached on as broad a base as possible. 


Churches and councils of churches are free to adapt the prayer texts to 
local circumstances, but the hope has been expressed that any changes made 
would be in keeping with the spirit of ecumenical co-operation. 

EPS 
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JOINT WCC/ROMAN CATHOLIC 
WORKING GROUP MEETS IN ROME 


Rome, (EPS) -- The eighth meeting of the Joint Working Group between the 
Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches was held here 
December 1-4. Co-chairmen were Bishop Jan Willebrands, secretary to the 
Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, and Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, general secretary of the World Council of Churches. 


Since its establishment in 1965, the group has been responsible for the 
exploration and development of study and action programmes between the 
WCC and the Roman Catholic Church. 


Among the matters discussed at the recent meeting were: 


- The new situation and priorities for collaboration arising out 
of the Fourth (Uppsala) Assembly of the WCC, attended by 15 
delegated observers from the Roman Catholic Church; 


- Ways of doing theological work now that nine Roman Catholics 
are full members of the WCC Faith and Order Commission; 


- Progress on plans for the three-year joint programme on social 
and economic development and world peace being worked out by 
the Joint Committee on Society, Development and Peace; 


— Co-ordination of the work of the church-related emergency relief 
agencies, especially in the tragic situation of war victims in 
the conflict in Nigeria; 


= Concrete proposals for joint study and relevant action on laity 
questions, including the situation of youth in today's society, 
the changing relationship between men and women, and patterns 
of family life. 


The following members and consultants took part in the discussions: 


World Council Dr. André Appel, Rev. Vitaly Borovoy, Dr. Edwin Espy, 
of Churches Mr. C.I. Itty, Prof. Nikos Nissiotis, Rev. Paul 
Verghese, Dr. Lukas Vischer. 


Roman Catholic Msgr. William Baum, Msgr. Carlo Bayer, Rev. Pierre 
Church Duprey, Miss Rosemary Goldie, Msgr. Joseph Gremillion, 
Rev. Jérome Hamer, Bishop Thomas Holland, Rev. Vin- 
cenzo Miano, Rev. Thomas Stransky. 
EPS 


AUSTRIANS MARK 150th ANNIVERSARY 
OF WORLD'S GREAT CHRISTMAS CAROL 


Oberndorf, Austria, (EPS) -~ The 150th anniversary of "Silent Night, Holy 
Night", probably the most widely known Christmas carol in the world, will 
be observed here on Christmas Eve, 1968. 


To celebrate the event, the Austrian Government has issued a commemorative 
stamp showing a manger scene from the village church where the carol was 
introduced. The village square contains statues of Father Josef Mohr, 


the librettist, and Franz Gruber, the a 
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COMMISSION FOR AID IN VIETNAM 
VOTED BY DIVISIONAL COMMITTEE 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A 50-member commission will be formed by the World Council 
of Churches to suggest a co-ordinated programme to meet the needs arising 
from the Vietnam War. Its membership will be drawn from the Christian 
community in Vietnam, the East Asia Christian Conference, denominational 
service agencies interested in assisting the Vietnamese, and the WCC. 


It is planned to convene the commission in Asia early next year. Provision 
has been made for consultants from the Roman Catholic Church and non- 
Christian religions. . 


The new body was approved by the Divisional Committee on Inter-church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service when it held a week-long meeting here last week. 
The recommendation was made by Mr. James MacCracken, executive director of 
Church World Service (USA), when he presented a report from a Vietnam 
Interim Committee. 
The purpose of the commission is to: 

- confer with others planning help to the Vietnamese; 

- receive recommendations for a programme from planning agencies; 


- formulate a co-ordinated programme to recommend to member agencies; 


- provide a budget for planning activities. 


EPS 
WORLD COUNCIL OFFICIAL RETURNS 
FROM ASIAN EVANGELISM CONFERENCE 
New York, (EPS) -- An intensification of evangelistic activity in South- 


East Asia was predicted by Dr. Eugene L. Smith, executive secretary of 
the WCC's New York office, upon his return from the recent Asia-South 
Pacific Congress on Evangelism. 


Dr. Smith, one of 27 Western observers at the meeting in Singapore, noted. 
that the Congress put a notable emphasis upon responsibility for social 
justice, as well as evangelistic concern. "It is in the linking of these 
two that we have the fundamental work to do", he said. 


One outcome of the Congress, according to Dr. Smith, will be the establish- 
ment of a "clearing office" in every nation to gather and circulate 
material on evangelism. The offices will also co-ordinate the exchange 

of evangelistic teams across national lines. 


Sponsored by the Billy Graham Association, the Congress included partici- 
pants from member churches of the World Council as well as non-member 
churches. Five of the 10 members of the executive committee were from 
WCC member churches. 

EPS 
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KARL BARTH'S CONTRIBUTION TO ECUMENICAL 
MOVEMENT RECALLED BY DR. BLAKE 


Geneva, (EPS) -- "The death of Karl Barth concerns the whole people of God, 
which loses .a doctor ofthe Church whose influence was profoundly felt in 
all confessions, Protestant, Roman Catholic and Orthodox", said Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, general secretary of the World Council of Churches. 


, "His influence on the ecumenical movement -has been much greater than his 


occasional appearances at ecumenical meetings would indicate. All of us 
have been deeply influenced by him whether directly or indirectly. 


"Professor Barth believed that authentic unity of the Church would only 
come about if the Church dared to be itself and to leave behind all that 
would be a self-righteous manifestation of power or sheer representative- 
ness'', said Dr. Blake. 


"From the thirties on, when he wrote his classic article on the Church and 
the. Churches, during the First Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
in Amsterdam, in the preparation for the Second Assembly in Evanston, when 
he showed to us the character of Christian hope, Karl Barth was very much 
the.critical friend of the movement. During the Second Vatican Council, 
he showed an astonishing openness towards the movement of aggiornamento in 
the Roman Catholic Church, warning us in the churches of the Reformation 


_not.to lag behind in our own efforts towards renewal. 


"Though his.teachings may be too voluminous to guide our fast-living genera- 
tion, his name will be kept alive by the way in which he called the Church 
back again and again to the person of Christ, be it in the struggle for 


authenticity in the days of the Nazis, be it in the struggle for openness 


in the days of the cold war. 


"We are grateful to God that we lived during his lifetime." 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft Comments 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, honorary president of the World Council, noted that 
Karl Barth had dominated a whole era of theology. "He has given theology 
again a central place in the history of thought", said Dr. Visser it Hooft, 
"and had a profound influence on the life of the Church in our time . 


It was Barth who began the battle against the national BOCs BLL AE influence 
in the life of the Church in Germany, according to Visser t Hooft, and he 
remained the spiritual leader of the Confessing Church in Germany. During 
the war it was his voice which called the churches with remarkable freedom 
to remember what was at stake in the conflict with totalitarianism. 
"He lifted the dialogue between Protestantism and Roman Catholicism to + 
much higher level. For many he was a fatherly friend who, as he grew ts er, 
became increasingly generous in his judgments and always reminded us t “4 
at the heart of the Christian Gospel was the invitation to rejoice", sal 
the WCC president. 

EPS 
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WSCF EXECUTIVE NAMED 
TO WORLD COUNCIL POST 


New York, (EPS) -- The Rev. Valdo Galland, 48, general secretary of the 
World Student Christian Federation (WSCF) since 1961, has been named 
secretary for mission and service in the New York office of the World 
Council of Churches, effective January 1, 1969. 


His appointment was announced on December 3 by the Rev. Dr. Eugene L. Smith, 
executive secretary of the New York office. 


Mr. Galland will serve as liaison between mission and service agencies in 
the U.S. and the corresponding agencies of the World Council. The latter 
include the Division of World Mission and Evangelism and the Division of 
Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service. He will also work in close 
co-operation with the divisions of Overseas Ministries and Christian Life 
and Mission of the National Council of Churches (USA). 


"As general secretary of the WSCF Mr. Galland has made contacts in every 
continent with persons in key leadership positions in the churches", said 
Dr. Smith. "It was an extraordinary training ground for his new task, 
interpreting the opportunities for mission and service for U.S. churches 
as they reach out to the rest of the world." 


Born in Colonia Valdense, Uruguay, to Swiss parents, Valdo Galland moved to 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, in 1930 and attended secondary school at Colegio 
Ward, a missionary institution of the Methodist and Disciples of Christ 
churches. He joined the Waldensian Church at the age of 16. 


Mr. Galland's father had been sent to South America in 1916 by John R. Mott, 
pioneer ecumenical leader, to do student work for the YMCA. 


From 1938 to 1944 Mr. Galland studied in Lausanne and Geneva. After four 
years as pastor of the French-language church in Buenos Aires, he attended 
Princeton Theological Seminary (USA) and received a masters degree. 


Prior to his election to the top WSCF post, Mr. Galland had served. as its, 

associate general secretary for five years and Latin America secretary for 

a similar period. He organized the first WSCF conferences on that continent. 
EPS 


TWO GERMAN CHURCHES TOP 
3% FOR DEVELOPMENT AID 


Frankfurt-am—Main, (EPS) -- Two regional churches (landeskirche) in West 
Germany have voted to allocate more than 3% of their total budgets to 
international development aid. 


The Landeskirche of Hanover will give 3.3% of its 1969 budget, which is 
estimated to total DM 175 million ($43,750,000). The Landeskirche of, Hess- 
Nassau voted 3.68% of its total budget, which has been increased to 
DM 187.34 ($46,835,000). 

EPS 
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WCC APPEALS TO ISRAEL ON REFUGEES 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, urged the Israeli Government to "respond to urgent 
appeals made in the United Nations" and permit the immediate return of 
refugees and displaced persons to their homes on the west bank of the 
Jordan. At the same time he strongly supported efforts of the UN's Special 


Representative, Mr. Gunnar Jarring, to bring a successful conclusion to 
mediation efforts. 


Dr. Blake acted on the basis of two resolutions passed here December 6 by 
the WCC's Divisional Committee on Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World 
Service. 


The resolutions were transmitted to New York where officers of the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs gave them to UN Secretary General 

U Thant; to Israel's Permanent Delegate to the UN, Mr. Yoses Tekoah; and 

to Mr. Laurence Michelmore, Commissioner General of UNRWA. 


After hearing a report on heightened Middle East tensions, the WCC's Divi- 
sional Committee said in part: 


"The Committee deplores the continued hostilities in the Middle East, with 
the attendant loss of life, which threaten to escalate into another full- 
scale war. 


"The Committee expresses dismay over the inability of some of the governments 
concerned to support more fully the mediation efforts of the Special Rep- 
resentative of the UN Secretary General in effecting implementation of the 
November 22, 1967 Resolution of the UN Security Council. It calls upon 

men of goodwill...to state publicly their support of this resolution and 

to proceed with Mr. Jarring in arranging its implementation. 


"The Committee...urges the Israeli Government to respond to recent urgent 
appeals made in the UN and as a gesture of humanity and magnanimity permit 
the return of refugees and displaced persons to their homes on the west 
bank of the Jordan before the end of the year and the onslaught of the worst 
of the winter weather." 


A separate resolution commended UNRWA for the excellent work done on behalf 
of Palestine refugees and persons displaced by the June 1967 War. Recalling 
the action of the Fourth WCC Assembly at Uppsala, the Divisional Committee 
urged the churches "'to encourage strongly their governments to increase 
their contributions to UNRWA so that it can meet the increased demands 
placed upon it". 

EPS 


WORLD CONSULTATION IN SEAMEN'S WORK FOR HOLLAND 


Rotterdam, (EPS) -- A world consultation on seamen's work jointly sponsored 
by the World Council of Churches and the International Council of Seamen's 
Agencies will be held here August 24-28, 1969, it was announced last week 
by the Rev. Dai Kitagawa of the World Council's Division of World Mission 


and Evangelism. (more) 
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Under the theme “Shaping service to seamen", the consultation will’ attempt 
to formulate welfare programmes for seamen arising from changes in marine 
design, transportation and modern port terminal practices. 


One of the sessions will be held on board a ship in the harbour. 


"A research programme into the immediate and long-range social and spiritual 
problems of seamen is needed", said Mr. Kitagawa. From such a study the 
trends can be determined, he added. 


Preliminary materials for the consultation show a big decrease in the 
number of seamen now sailing the seas, due to automation on board ship and 
in the modern port terminals. The decrease in passenger travel also 
accounts for fewer men at sea. 


Also evident from the preliminary material is the variation of trade union 
representation on behalf of seamen. 


In Australia the "Mission to Seamen" has been extended due to the increase 
in trade with Japan, but jin other ports the welfare programmes have been 
undertaken by unions and governments. 


The consultation will consider the formation of an.international council 
either as part of the World Council of Churches or another world organization. 
EPS 


NEW NAME FOR MISSTON JOURNAL 


Odense, Denmark, (EPS) -- The 56-year-old journal International Review of 
Missions has been changed to International Review of Mission ata World 
Council of Churches divisional meeting of World Mission and Evangelism here. 


The journal, a publication of the WCC, has over the past fiive decades pro- 
vided missionaries, mission executives and students of mission with scholarly 
articles of a descriptive and appreciative nature. 


The considerable number of unsolicited manuscripts received by the editor 
from around the world bears witness to its distinguished past. 


The reason for dropping the ‘'s' from the title is to enable IRM to make a 
present-day contribution to the Church's understanding of itself and its 
mission which recognizes no geographical boundaries. 


In four issues a year the journal will trace and evaluate trends in mission 
in various regions. The annual world survey usually published in January 
has been dropped. 


Appointed as an editorial advisory board are: for two years ~ Metropolitan 
I. Hazim and Rev. Ronald K. Orchard; for four years ~ Rev. Albert Sap- 
zesian and Mr. Nicholas Maro; for six years - Dr. Soritua A.E. Nababan and 
Mrs. Anne Marie Aagaard. 


The Rev. Philip Potter, director of the Division of World Mission ‘and Evange- 
lism, is editor. 
EPS 
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SWISS PROTESTANTS ISSUE 
FAMILY PLANNING STATEMENT 


Berne, (EPS) -- The Federation of Protestant Churches of Switzerland has 
issued a statement on family planning which supports birth control as one 
method of aiding the developing countries "in conjunction with economic, 
technical and personal aid". 


"Since we have helped these peoples to combat disease and infant mortality", 
says the Swiss statement, "we must now help them face the responsibility 

of deliberately reducing excessive growth in population, which was formerly 
limited by disease and death. 


"We do not claim the right to propagate birth control as the sole way for 
these people to survive", the statement continues. "But in conjunction 
with €conomic, technical and personal aid, it is incumbent upon us to find 
ways whereby the methods worked out for our own national situations can be 
adapted to the needs of other people..." 


The Protestants also express the view that Nature is not the highest 
authority in men's lives but God, “who has entrusted man with the power to 
control nature...." 


Thus they hold it possible to intervene in nature by planning in the field 
of reproduction. They draw no basic distinction between "artificial" or 
e"natural", authorized or prohibited methods. 


Responsibility for family planning must be assumed by the marriage partners, 
the Swiss federation concludes. 
EPS 


$1 MILLION SOUGHT BY HONG KONG 
COUNCIL FOR YOUTH PROJECTS 


Hong Kong, (EPS) -~- The Hong Kong Christian Council has launched a campaign 
to raise $1.million to finance a youth leadership training centre, a camp 
and a youth centre. 


In addition to asking individuals to give 1% of their income to the four- 
year youth programme, the council is appealing to local industrial and 


commercial enterprises. 


The training centre will seek to prepare young people to become leaders in 
the community. . The camp site, to be constructed in the New Territories, 
would provide. city) youth as well as residents of the area with a full pro- 
grammme of camping experiences. The Morrison Memorial Building is to be the 
site of the Youth Centre with a trained director and offering music and art 


classes and recreational facilities. 


The new youth programme will supplement an educational programme which by 
1970 will involve more, than 47,000. children and youth in kindergarten, 


primary and secondary schools of the Church of Christ in cage 
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BISHOP BARBIERI HONOURED 
BY BOLIVIAN GOVERNMENT 


La Paz, Bolivia, (EPS) -- Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri of Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, who was a president of the World Council of Churches from 1954 
to 1961, has received from the Government of Bolivia the "Condor de los 
Andes" for his 20 years’ service as bishop of the Methodist Church of 
Bolivia, Argentina and Uruguay. ; . 


The President of Bolivia, Gen. René Barrientos, bestowed the insignia on 
Bishop Barbieri at ceremonies here, stating that it is given to foreigners 
who have rendered great service to Bolivia. In addition to its evangel- 
istic work, the Methodist Church also does educational, medical and social 
work. 


Present at the ceremony were representatives of the Roman Catholic Church, 
the Methodist Church in Bolivia, other Evangelical churches, and the 
Minister of Education. 


Thanking the President for the honour, Bishop Barbieri said he considered 
that it rightfully belonged to his church. He also proposed that all 
church buildings, both Evangelical and Catholic, be offered for government 
use as public schools during the week. This suggestion was warmly received 
by the Minister of Education. 


Bishop Barbieri has been a member of the WCC Central and Executive’ Committees 
since 1961, as well as a leader in world Methodism and the World Council of 
Christian Education. He is the author of numerous books. in Portuguese.and 
Spanish. 

EPS 


PLANE ON MERCY FLIGHT 
TO BIAFRA CRASHES 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A DC-7 plane chartered by the German Protestant agency 
Diakonische Hilfswerk to ferry relief supplies into Biafra crashed on™ 
December 7 killing its four occupants, according to Joint Church Aid 
with offices here. 


The German agency is a:member of Joint Church Aid, which includes Pro- 
testant and Catholic relief movements in Europe and North America. 


Crew members on the plane, which fell three miles from the Uli airstrip, 
were Captain John Maconie (British), co-pilot Heinz Raab (German), engi- 
neer Holsman (American) and observer-trainee Thompson (Mexican). 


A funeral service was conducted at Uli on December 8 by Catholic Arch- 
bishop Francis Arinze of Onitsha. 


The plane, carrying milk powder for war victims, was one of a fleet used 
by Joint Church Aid to airlift food and medicines from Sao Tome, Portu- 

guese West Africa, to Biafra. This was the first fatal accident on the 

run, out of 823 flights from Sao Tome to Biafra. 


EPS 
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IN BRIEF 


The National Council of the YWCA/YMCA of Sweden is employing a Greek Ortho- 
dox priest, the Reverend Klasson, to work full-time among Greek migrants 

in the southern regions of Sweden, using a special financial subsidy pro- 
vided by the Ministry of the Interior. The priest will be one of three 
YWCA/YMCA employees giving almost full time to migrant work. 


% * * 


The three Lutheran churches in East Germany have voted to form the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in the German Democratic Republic to manifest 
closer co-operation between the churches of Saxony, Thuringia and Mecklen- 
burg. There will be one bishops conference, one synod and one church © 
board for all three. 


* % * 


New executive officer of the world-wide Anglican Communion is the Rt. Rev. 
John Howe, 48, who has been Bishop of St. Andrews, Dunkeld and Dunblane 
for the Episcopal Church in Scotland since 1955. He succeeds Bishop 
Ralph Dean of Canada. 


* * * 


A plan of union for the Congregational, Methodist and Presbyterian churches 
in Australia has been completed and a final vote is expected in 1972. 
Next step in.the union process is the drafting of a constitution. 


* * * 


A court of appeals in Johannesburg has reduced to 20 years the life sent- 
ences of five Southwest Africans convicted of terrorism last February. 
They were among the 30 tribesmen, most of them Lutherans, convicted for 
alleged acts against the government. The judges refused to rule on the 
validity of the Terrorism Act of 1967. 


* * * 


Queen Elizabeth II will attend the General Assembly of the Church of Scot- 
land in May. It will be the first time the sovereign has attended since 
before the Union of the Crown of Scotland and England in 1603. 


* * * 


The Very Rev. Samuel Mills Lemaire is the first Ghanean to be enthroned as 
Anglican Bishop of Accra. Attending the December 1 ceremony in Accra 


Cathedral were representatives of government and other Christian communions. 
EPS 
k * & 
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Appendix 
MESSAGE FROM THE WORLD COUNCIL PRESIDENTS 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
Geneva, (EPS) -- The presidents of the World Council of Churches have 


issued a message on the occasion of the conclusion of Human Rights) Year. 


While it was released December 10, Human Rights Day, it is addressed to 
the member churches of the Council and may be read during services in 
the Christmas-New Year season. 


The message reads as follows: 


1968 has been a year dedicated to the commemoration of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights - a time not only to remember but to act. 

In this year the followers of Christ and indeed all men of goodwill again 
stress the need to move towards a responsible society in which dignity 

and respect are recognized and observed. Yet violations of the basic 
rights of man continue not only through racial discrimination, apartheid, 
arbitrary arrests, detention without trial, curtailment of religious free- 
dom, and economic injustice and imbalance nationally and internationally, 
but also through violence, terror, slavery, starvation, even massacre. 


To remove these deplorable conditions requires the mobilization of the 
total constructive and curative resources of mankind in effective action - 
locally, nationally and internationally. 


The Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches underlined once more 
the need to ratify and give effect to the international covenants and other 
instruments on human rights. The Assembly did so, because Christian under- 
standing of man recognizes as basic the dignity and equality of all men 
everywhere. 


We therefore ask you to press forward the struggle against apathy and not 
to rest until governments have indeed ratified such instruments on human 
rights, and we urge you to find ways to help your governments and peoples: 
to put into practice the standards set forth in these instruments. 


We urge every congregation and Christian to express their Christian concern 
for their fellow-men in concrete ways that: 


~ each person without distinction may enjoy respect of his dignity 
as a human being and equal opportunity in all fields of endeavour - 
cultural, religious, social, economic and political - conducive to 
fully human existence; 


- each person may profess, practice and propagate his religion or 
belief without external, coercion or persecution.» This includes © 
the right freely and responsibly to choose and manifest’ ones 
religion or belief without the fear of political, economic or 
social disability; 


- each person be free from all forms of racial discrimination, espec- 
ially policies of legalized racialism which constitute most flagrant 
abuses of human rights and fundamental freedoms; 


(more) 
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each person enjoy basic social rights such as nourishment, medical 
services, education, work, and social security; 


each person have a right to protection from invasion of privacy and 


threat to personal integrity, especially in this age of techno- 
logical manipulation; 


- each married couple be free to have the knowledge and means accord- 
ing to the teaching of their church and conscience, to plan their 


families in order to safeguard the quality of life of the family 
as a whole; 


- each person may travel and freely communicate beyond national 
boundaries with people of all continents, creeds, and traditions 
to create better understanding and human fellowship; 


- each person be free from the fear of persecution which forces him 
to flee from home and homeland; and existing refugees be allowed 
to return to their homes without fear, or be assured of the right 
to seek and enjoy asylum in the country of their choice; 


- each person enjoy freedom of thought and conscience, peaceful assembly 
and association, opinion and expression, including freedom to hold 
opinions, receive and impart information and ideas through any media 
and regardless of frontiers; 


- each person and association be assured of adequate legal safeguards 
for the protection of their rights, including the right of petition 
and protest before appropriate international organizations when 
their liberties and rights are infringed upon and when all available 
domestic remedies have been exhausted; 


- all people have a right to exercise government by consent including 
the right freely to choose their form of government and to elect 
their officials; and to develop their particular way of life, 
giving adequate consideration to the legitimate concerns of different 
ethnic, cultural, and religious groups. 


We realize that we are far away from a world in which these basic rights are 
accepted and safeguarded. Yet we are not discouraged. The gospel of Christ 
renews our hope. We are therefore impelled to work day by day to the end 
that human rights and fundamental freedoms be fully respected and observed. 


The Presidents of the World Council of Churches: 


(Patriarch) German of Serbia - Belgrade, Yugoslavia 
(Bishop) Hanns Lilje - Hanover, Germany 
(Rev. Dr.) D.T. Niles - Atchuvely, Ceylon 
(Rev. Dr.) Ernest A. Payne - Pitsford, England 
(Rev. Dr.) John C. Smith - New York, U.S.A. 
(Rev. Dr.) W.A. Visser 't Hooft - Geneva, Switzerland 
(Bishop) A.H. Zulu - Eshowe, South Africa 2d 
E 
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Urban Industrial Mission Series No. 3 


Note to Editors: This article is by a staff member of the Inchun Mission 
to Labour and Industry, one of the 100 mission projects 
with which the World Council of Churches maintains con- 
tact through its Division of World Mission and Evangelism. 


A KOREAN MISSION TO LABOUR AND INDUSTRY 
by George Ogle 


In recent years Korea has become an example of a successfully planned economy. 
Plans made and carried out by experts are turning the land into a modern 
industrial society. Older industry left from the Japanese days is being 
joined by an increasing number of-modern factories and industrial complexes. 


With the growth of industry, labour-management relations have become more 
complex. Labour is organized into unions,’ sanctioned by law. ‘However, the 
existence of a large reservoir of unemployed gives management a considerable 
advantage over the workers, many of whom have come to the city relatively 
recently. 


In an effort to improve the living conditions*of workers, the unions conduct 
a drive for wage increases each spring. Naturally the officers play a key 
role in this effort. The president of one Inchun union is Mr. Park. He 
came to the job after a series of poor leaders had brought the union to 
near collapse. ir 


Mr. Park is a member of the Coupling Club, a band of 11 Christian industrial 
workers who for five years ‘have met each month to study *and:discuss problems 
in their plants and unions ‘in the light of the Christian message. ) Often 

they reach the conclusion that they must take action, together or separately. 


When Mr. Park was mentioned as a possible candidate for union president, he 
tried to refuse, but other Coupling Club members prevailed upon him to run 
for office, and he was elected. Three months afterwards, he and his new 
officers were thrown into wage negotiations. 


The union demanded a 30% across-the-board increase. The company ‘said it was 
unable to give any increase. After a series of talks Park and the other 
union officers agreed to accept an 8% rise. 


All hell broke loose: The men wanted 30%. They felt betrayed. One group 
moved to oust the new president. He had failed to stand up to the company 
and get a decent increase, they said. Furthermore he had not kept the 
membership informed about the progress of negotiations, accepting the 
company offer without first getting the men's approval. 


Here we see the type of problem confronting the Christian layman who tries 
to take his faith seriously. Every member of the Coupling Club had been 
in an equally difficult situation sometime during the last four years. 


They more than most men were ready for the challenge. 
. (more) 
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For six months they had studied theology and labour problems with the 
Inchun Mission to Labour and Industry.: Every month thereafter they had 
met to talk about concrete problems of faith and work and to act on them. 
But now Park had failed his first big test. His training had provided a 
good background but had not prepared him for the technical and demanding 
business of negotiating with a sophisticated company trying to maintain 
its position in the nation's development plan. 


Industrializing Korea needs to hear the ery for justice so that "the plan" 
will not run roughshod» over the workers. This is the voice of the prophet. 
It. is; also, the mission of Park and other members of the Coupling Club. But 
it must be fortified with skill and strength. Faith and a sense of mission, 
when accompanied by expertise, can perhaps shape a nation. 


When, the showdown came, the men in Park's union decided that despite his 
bungling of. wage negotiations, Park had not intentionally "sold out" to 
the company. He has used poor judgment, but he was still given a vote of 
confidence. 


Each year the Inchun Mission to Labour and Industry holds a series of 
seminars for union leaders drawing in university professors and others to 
teach courses in labour-management relations. This year Park has been one 
of the most diligent students. He will also take a night course at a uni- 
versity, in Seoul, which three other Coupling Club members have already 
attended. This is the demand put upon Christian industrial workers with 

a mission. 


A Team Ministry 


The Inchun Mission, begun in 1961, is a team ministry of three clergy and 
two laymen who undertake direct participation in labour and factory life. 
Each team member works at least a year in a factory or on the docks.. Then 
he is assigned as the mission's contact at one or more places of work. 

The Coupling Club, a specially commissioned body of laymen, complements 
the team. 


Conversion is the fundamental requirement for one entering the team 
ministry, conversion of one's understanding about God's acts and the 
places where He is at work. For too long God: has been seen as limited 
to the four walls of the church and the hearts of a few select disciples. 
To recognize that He may be operating elsewhere is not easy, especially 
since commitment to such a God involves going into many strange and 
previously forbidden places. 


To accomplish this conversion the new "missioner" must spend at least one 
year in doing physical. labour. While in the shop he is not a preacher or 
a college graduate; his only purpose is to become a worker in reaction 
and understanding. To have finished this period of labour with one's life 
orientation unchanged is the only failure we recognize. 


Three-fold Programme 


"T think I will have to become a Christian so that I can lead this union 
better", the non-Christian president of the union at the Korean Machine Works 


(more) 
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told the Rev. Cho Sung Hyuk, senior, member, of the Inchun Mission.’" Here 
was a man who intended to become a Christian not for his personal benefit 
but to help protect the rights. of the workers and improve relations with 
the company... This same desire for the salvation of society should long 
ago have spurred on the Church’ to involvement with the practical issues 
that determine men's lives and influence their souls. 


Because it believes such involvement essential, the Inchun Mission has 
developed a three-fold programme. . The first approach involves building 
personal relationships with key individuals in management and’ labour. In 
one instance where negotiations were ata standstill because of bad’ feeling 
between the negotiators, one of the mission staff was able to get talks 
going again because he had been a close associate of both men. 


The second approach calls for co-operation with local and district unions. 
In Korea the worker is at a great disadvantage in terms of organization, 
finances and education. The Mission provides educational assistance and 
indirectly helps to strengthen both the worker and his union. 


Since the imbalance of power between labour. and management is most obvious 
in the process of collective bargaining, Mission education sessions for 
both union leaders and rank-and-file workers focus on problems of ‘negotia=* 
tions and the labour contract. . Seminars for leaders stress the philosophy 
of unionism and bargaining techniques... Those for workers emphasize the 
"why's and how's' of unionism, since corporate action does not come by 
instinct. 


While good relations witH the companies have been maintained all along, 

the priority for attention and action has been the worker and the union. 

Now we feel the need to examine the field of personnel management, an area 
too much neglected but one that could contribute to justice and co-operation... 
Too frequently the management of personnel falls into the old feudal. patterns, 
without recourse to the findings of modern studies. 


Together with a few young men from management, the Mission is. beginning to 
open discussions and studies in this field. 


Through participation in these several areas of industrial life, the Inchun 

Mission hopes to be of some use in working out the salvation of Christ for 

our society. In a way, we are attempting to participate in the Incarnation. 
EPS 


* % * 


(Photos, are available from the WCC Film/Photo Section, Department of Communi- | 
cation, Ecumenical Centre, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland.) 
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COMMITTEE DISCUSSING UNION 
OF. WCC/WCCE CONVENES 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The first meeting of a joint committee to negotiate the 
ultimate union of the World Council of Christian Education and the World 
Council of Churches was held here December 9-13. The Hon. Charles Malik 
of Beirut, Lebanon, and Dr. Kathleen Bliss of Semley, Dorset, England, 
served as co-chairmen; General Secretaries Ralph N. Mould and Eugene 
Carson Blake participated. 


The joint meeting was in accordance with a common mandate from the two 
organizations. The WCCE's Nairobi Assembly, reaffirming a Belfast statement 
of 1962, recorded its belief that "God calls us, for the sake of His people, 
to find the way more fully to merge our interests and purposes if they may 
be surely fulfilled within the life and work of the WCC". Following up the 
work of the Joint Study Commission on Education, the WCC took several 
decisions regarding "preparation from the WCC side for uniting with WCCE". 
These culminated in the 1968 Uppsala Assembly's action stating that "the 
time has come for combining the resources of the WCC and WCCE". 


The officially named representatives of the two organizations acted as a 
single committee from the beginning, since many members could as well have 
represented one side as the other owing to past ecumenical experience. They 
started the process of planning for ultimate integration, in order to achieve 
more effective world work on a whole range of church responsibilities in 
education. In a cordial atmosphere of Christian fellowship, they examined 
the problems that would arise in such a relationship. Sub-committees were 
appointed to work on the issues raised and to formulate recommendations. 


These will be submitted to the next meeting of the joint committee set for 
March 25-29, 1969. The negotiating process, requiring periodic reporting 
to the official bodies of the two organizations, is likely to take several 
years. 

EPS 


WCC SECRETARY FOR CARIBBEAN NAMED 


Trinidad, West Indies, (EPS) -- The Very Rev. F. David Chaplin, 48, dean of 
the Anglican Church of Trinidad, has been appointed as the World Council of 
Churches’ secretary for inter-church relations in the Caribbean as of 
January 1, 1969. 


In his new post he will serve as a link between the WCC and its member 
churches in the Caribbean - Anglican, Methodist, Presbyterian and the 
United Church of Jamaica and Grand Cayman. He will also be available to 
help these churches develop their common life and do together those things 
which they have hitherto lacked personnel to do. 


Born in Croydon, Surrey (England), David Chaplin was educated at Oxford 
University. He served a parish in Glastonbury before becoming chaplain of 
Wells Theological College in Somerset and subsequently its vice principal. 
He has been on the provincial committee for ecumenical relations in the 
Caribbean, which has been in consultation with the Methodists, and is secre- 
tary of the Christian Council of Trinidad and Tobago. 

EPS 
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JOINT WCC/ROMAN CATHOLIC WOMEN'S 
GROUP HOLDS EXPLORATORY TALKS 


Rome, (EPS) -- The Women's Ecumenical Liaison Committee between the Roman 
Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches held its first meeting 
here December 11-13. 


Composed of five women named by the Roman Catholic Laity Council and five 
designated by the WCC's Division of Ecumenical Action, the new committee 

had been formed at the behest of the Joint Working Group to explore ways 

in which women might participate in ecumenical co-operation. 


The women voted to give priority to projects that would further the renewal 
of the Church, education for ecumenical action, and Christian unity. They 
set as their first topic for discussion "Christian Women Together for Social 
Change". 


Before formulating a programme, however, they will gather information on 
the ecumenical groups already in existence and the areas in which they are 
working. They will also compile a bibliography of all recent studies on the 
role of women in the Church. It is hoped that this material can be ready 
for the next meeting, tentatively set for May 1969. 


In addition, it was agreed that Roman Catholic representatives will be in- 
vited to regional conferences and seminars sponsored by Protestant women's 
groups and vice versa. Programme calendars will be exchanged, as well as 

information about joint observances of Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

and women's World Day of Prayer. 


Co-chairmen of the Rome meeting were Miss Maria Vendrik of the Netherlands 
(RCC); and Dr. Marga Buehrig, Switzerland, Reformed, for the WCC. 


Other members of the Women's Ecumenical Liaison Committee present were: 


Roman Catholic Miss Maria del Pilar Bellosillo, Spain; Mrs. Mari- 
Church anne Dirks, Germany; Miss Maria Meersman, Belgium; 
Miss Maria de Lourdes Pintasilgo, Spain, living in 

Paris; (Ex officio: Miss Rosemary Goldie). 


World Council Mrs. Athena Athanassiou-Tsouderos, Greece, Orthodox; 
of Churches Mrs. Liselotte Nold, Germany, Lutheran; Dr. Margaret 
Shannon, USA, Presbyterian; Deaconess Elizabeth 
Souttar, United Kingdom, Church of England; (Ex officio: 
Dr. Madeleine Barot, France, Reformed; Miss Brigalia Bam, 
South Africa, Anglican). 
EPS 


CHURCH OF BRAUNSCHWEIG VOTES 4.662 


Wolfenbiittel, Germany, (EPS) -- In the coming year the Landesktrche of 
Braunschweig will allocate DM 1.2 million ($300,000) to international deve- 
lopment aid. This represents 4.66% of its total budget . Members of the 
Synod said this was only "4 token" to remind the population that the pro- 
blems of the Third World could not be solved merely by charity. Every 
individual must make sacrifices for development in the Third World. It was 


advocated that 2% of the gross national product be spent on such pee 
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BISHOP ROBINSON DEPLORES 
MINI VATICAN CITIES 


Bossey, Switzerland, (EPS) -- Mini Vatican Cities were deplored by 
England's "Honest to God" Bishop, the Rt. Rev. John A.T. Robinson, here 
last week. 


Speaking at the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies, Bishop Robinson 
said, "The Church has spent too much time building its own house" and 
created "a miniature Vatican City in every community". 


A former Cambridge Dean and a witness at the Old Bailey trial on Lady 
Chatterley's Lover, Bishop Robinson said present church thinking was 

alien to the teaching of the New Testament. The result, he said, was that 
"the energy of the local parish is being absorbed in maintenance and not 

in mission", 


He deplored the "amount of totally wasted time" spent discussing inter- 
communion when the issue should be treated "locally in terms of ad hoc 
situations". 


Said Bishop Robinson, "Casual inter-communion is just as bad as casual 
communion", Without a real sense of the Church as the body of Christ "you 
are just eating and drinking judgment to yourself". 


Looking to the Church of the future, Bishop Robinson said he would like 

to discover how he could retain his role of bishop and at the same time 
make a distinctive contribution in the workaday world. As one concerned 
with the reorganization of the Church of England, he said it was an illusion 
that the Church could exist without some sort of organization. © But he 
quickly added it was regrettable that’ the present organization was "geared 
to irrelevant functions". 


However, Bishop Robinson said there were four valid contemporary responses 
to be considered in facing the Church organization of the future: 


- Say yes to the institutional church and take responsibility 
within the institution as a possible Christian vocation, i.e. 
personally refuse to write off the Church; 


- Those who, like the Roman Catholic theologian Charles Davis, 
turn their back on the institution; 


~ Those who say “neither yes nor no", e.g. people who turn their 
back on the time-wasting controversies and go on with jobs they 
consider more important, such as teaching; 


- Those who say yes and no at the same time, who "bear the tension 
of being split apart" by having one foot in the institution, the 
other out, like the worker-priests. 


The present session of the Graduate School ends on February 27 next. 
EPS 
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TWO. MORE GREEK, BISHOPS RESIGN 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Two more Greek Orthodox bishops have resigned their See, 
the Orthodox office here confirmed this week. 


The bishops, Metropolitan Damaskinos of Demetriados (Volos) and Metropolitan 
Titus of Paramithia, Philiatoi and Geromenos, are alleged to have resigned 
for "reasons of health". 


The resignations bring the total to five since Archbishop Hieronymos became 
Primate of Athens and All Greece in 1967. In addition to the five, two 
others retired after having completed the 30 statutory years allowed a 
‘bishop. 


Metropolitan Damaskinos was active in religious and social affairs. He 
established soup-kitchens for some 3,000 poor people, ,set up a boarding 

house for female students, organized summer camps for children and founded 
an institution for the incurably sick and a school for the deaf and mute. 
During World War II, he was arrested for anti-Nazi activities and was jailed 
in Greece and later in Italy. Then he was transferred to,Germany and held 
inthe Dachau concentration camp until the end of the war. 


In'1963 he was a delegate of the Church of Greece to the World Council of 
Churches' conference on migrant workers in Western Europe held in Arnolds- 
hain, West Germany. 


Metropolitan Titus’ diocese was on the Greek-Albanian frontier and included 
the ferry port of Igoumenitsa. He has been assisted by the WCC's Division 

of Inter-church Aid in developing his hostel for boys from mountain villages 
in the city of Paramithia. He was also President of a home for aged refugees 
in Igoumenitsa. His work received financial assistance from the Greek Govern- 
ment and the United Nations. 


Meanwhile at Kavala, Greece, Metropolitan Ambrossios of Eleftherupolis 
announced that he will no longer grant divorces even if the dissolution of 

a marriage has been approved by a civil court. He told a group of young 
people that many youths had "lost their orientation" because of the granting 
of large numbers of divorces. 


"Divorces create psychical wounds in the children, and these remain in- 
curable, with disastrous results", he said. 


Under Greek law only religious marriage exists. If a bishop does not sanc~ 


tion the divorce, it is not legal. 
EPS 


TWO WCC=PRODUCED FILMS 

WIN HIGH HONOURS 

Geneva, (EPS) -~ Precedent took a tumble when a church-produced film was not 
only exhibited at two "secular" film festivals but reaped an award at each, 
Now its companion piece has been included in an exhibition that brings to~ 
gether the best animated films of the year from all over the world. 


(more) 
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The two films, "Homo Homini" and "Acceleration", were commissioned by the 
World Council of Churches for its Fourth (Uppsala) Assembly in July 1968. 
They opened the first-night discussion of the world and its problems, and 
represented a decided departure from the "success stories" usually favoured 
for such occasions, 


Both films were made in Czechoslovakia, and John Taylor, the World Council's 
chief of film and photography, took numerous trips to Prague to confer with 
Vaclav Bedrich and Pavel Prochazka on their content. 


"Homo Homini', a 10-minute colour film, was selected for showing.at the 
internationally famous Edinburgh Film Festival, where it received the Inter- 
film Award. Shortly afterwards it was given the "Human Rights Film Award" 
at the national festival of the Netherlands. Mr. Taylor has been invited 

to receive the prize at next year's Dutch festival in Laren, where he will 
also have an exhibition of his photography and graphic arts. 


Now "Acceleration", less than three minutes long and in a lighter vein, has 
been included in the International Animated Film Exhibition to be held in 
the Los Angeles (County) Museum of Art next April. A selection from that 
show will then tour museums, universities, and film clubs under the auspices 
of the International Tournée d'Animation, a non-profitmaking organization 
dedicated to the encouragement of animation as a major film art. 


"Acceleration" is the only church-produced film ever included in the Ani- 
mated Film Exhibition, which features all forms of animation from paint- 
on-film and stop-motion puppets to pixillation and other special effects. 


Mr. Taylor paid special tribute to the team of Czech artists who worked on 
both productions (see Photo Oikoumene at end of this issue). He said, "I 
have the greatest respect for the Czechs who make short films, both because 
of their artistic integrity and their incredible talent". He mentioned 
particularly Vaclav Bedrich, creator of "Homo Homini"; surrealist Jaroslav 
Vasnik; and Pavel Prochazka, director of the mini-film "Acceleration", 
which his wife animated. 


Two other Prochazka shorts were shown on opening night. at Uppsala: "The 
Health of Man", which won the grand prize at Montreal's Expo, and a 50- 
second film entitled "Fly". Closing the bill was Pojar's "Orator", which 
gently reminded WCC delegates that not all talk communicates. None of these 
films carried a word of spoken commentary. 

EPS 


U.S. EPISCOPALIANS ACT AGAINST APARTHEID 


Greenwich, Connecticut, (EPS) -- The executive council of the Episcopal 
Church (USA) has directed its finance committee to terminate "within a 
reasonable time" all "significant"' deposits and investments in banks extend- 
ing credit to South Africa unless they can demonstrate a "positive" attitude 
towards improving racial and social conditions in that country. 


The council also directed the finance and executive committees to consult 
its depositories to determine whether or not they are helping to promote 
the welfare of Africans. 

EPS 
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ALL-INDIA CONSULTATION ON DEVELOPMENT 
TO BE HELD NEXT YEAR 


Geneva, (EPS) -- A consultation on development sponsored by the World Council 
of Churches and the Roman Catholic Joint Commission on Society, Development 


and Peace (SODEPAX) will be held in India next year, Father George Dunne, S.J. 
announced here this week. 


The consultation will include representatives from the Hindu community in 
India, Father Dunne said. But no date was fixed, he added. 


The decision to hold the consultation was taken at the December meeting of 
SODEPAX which was presided over by the co-chairmen, Mr. Max Kohnstamm of 
Brussels and Msgr. Joseph Gremillion, secretary of the Pontifical Commission 
Justice and Peace in Rome. 


A meeting on the "task forces in development" will be held in Toronto, 
Canada, in the spring. The meeting will consider education and communica- 
tion and the role of regional secretaries in the churches’ development pro- 
gramme. 

EPS 


ASSYRIAN CHURCH SPLITS 
OVER HEREDITARY LEADERSHIP 


Bagdad, (EPS) -- The Church of the East, the national church of the Assyrian 
people, has split following action by its assembly here repudiating the 
patriarchal authority of Mar Eshai Shimun. 


The main Assyrian community is located in Iraq, but other communities exist 
in Iran, the north of Syria, Lebanon, Greece and the United States. 


The assembly, meeting here on September 25, denounced the hereditary system 
under which the leadership of the church has passed from uncle to nephew in 
a single family since 1552. The present patriarch, Mar Eshai Shimun XXIII, 
was consecrated in 1920 at the age of 12. He now lives in San Francisco, 


California. 


The assembly maintained that the hereditary system was contrary to the 
canons of their church. They complained that the patriarch had shown 
"haughtiness" in not calling a synod and had acted autocratically. Also 
they objected to innovations such as the adoption of the Western date of 
Easter, relaxing of the Lenten fast and excusing priests from the canonical 


daily prayers. 


Mar Thoma Darmo, bishop of the church in India, was elected as the new patri- 
“arch by the gathering of bishops, clergy and representatives of the church 
presided over by Mar Adai Gewargis, Assyrian Metropolitan of Iraq. 


It appears that the great majority of Church of the East members in Iraq 
and Syria accept the new patriarch, while those in Iran, Lebanon and India 
retained allegiance to Mar Eshai Shimun. The latter has protested to the 


Iraq Government. 


The Assyrian church is a WCC member and was represented at its Uppsala 


Assembly by Mar Eshai Shimun. 
, EPS 
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VIETNAM SETTLEMENT WILL NOT BE 
PALATABLE, MONITOR EDITOR SAYS 


New York, (EPS) -- The American people must reconcile themselves to "the 
best settlement we can get'’ in Vietnam, since it is “totally unlikely" 

that Hanoi would either surrender or make concessions that would "guarantee 
freedom of South Vietnam against a Communist takeover from within". 


This note of warning was sounded by Dr. Edwin D. Canham, editor-in-chief 
of the Christian Science Monitor, when he addressed the annual meeting of 
the Friends of the World Council of Churches. 


Granting that it will probably be easier for the Nixon Administration to 
reach a settlement than for its predecessor, Dr. Canham said, "There is no 
really palatable solution in sight". 


Hu suggested the best the new administration can do is achieve a settlement, 
"tacit or explicit", involving a "de-Americanization of the war, a sub- 
stantial disengagement of American forces and a compromise within South 
Vietnam between the indigenous forces as they exist". 


Dr. Canham stressed that safeguards must be taken against massive Vietcong 
retaliation against those who have been loyal to the South Vietnamese 
Government. 


Noting that "the present crisis which afflicts the American role in the 
world is essentially moral", Dr.. Canham called for moral action in unresolved 
conflicts within the U.S. "This means the discharge of duties which the 
majority owes the minority, oppressed and deprived for so many generations.” 


During the meeting here, Mr. Charles Parlin, noted Methodist layman of 
New York City, was elected chairman of the Friénds of the World Council. 
Mr. Parlin and Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
North and South America were honoured as among the retiring presidents of 
the WCC. 


The Friends of the WCC is an informal organization of individuals ‘committed 
to the support of the Council. 


EPS 
ANOTHER U.S. MISSLONARY 
TOLD TO QUIT SOUTH AFRICA 
Durban, (EPS) -- The Government of South Africa has told an American 


missionary worker in Natal, Miss Mary King, 59, that she must quit the 
country by January 12. No reason was given by the Department of the 
Interior for not renewing her temporary resident's permit. 


Miss King, a member of the United Church Board for World Ministries, is the 
chaplain and a member of the teaching staff of the Inanda Seminary on. the 
Natal North Coast. She came to the Congregational boarding. school for 
African girls in 1966 on a five-year appointment and was granted a temporary 
resident's permit which she had to renew every few months. Miss King denied 
being involved in any way with subversive organizations in South Africa. 
EPS 
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ISRAELIS REPORTED BUILDING 
ON LWF LAND IN JERUSALEM 


Geneva, (EPS) -- Reports of. an apparent Israeli military construction pro- 
ject,on property owned by the Lutheran World Federation in Jerusalem are a 
"cause for concern and investigation", Dr. André Appel, general secretary 
of the LWF, has stated. 


The Federation is "waiting for a full explanation" of the incident which 
reportedly involved, the firing of rifle bursts into the ground. 


In New York, Paul Empie, chairman of the LWF's Commission on World Service, 
said "the matter is under discussion through official channels". 


The, December 13 issue of The New York Times reported: "Israeli military 
authorities have started to build on land in Jerusalem owned by the Lutheran 
World Federation. The work, on top of one of the city's most spectacular 
hills, attracted attention when an Israeli soldier fired several shots as 
the American staff was protesting against the survey work. 


According to witnesses, the shots were fired into the ground. The Lutherans 
say the shots were intended to intimidate them. The Israelis contend it 
was an accident. 


The Israelis.are continuing their: work unhindered and have told the Lutherans 
to go to court if they want to protest". 
EPS 


TWO WCC STAFF MEMBERS ATTEND AFRICA CONSULTATION 


Accra, Ghana, (EPS) -- Miss Brigalia Bam and Miss Mercy Yamoah of the 
World Council of Churches" Geneva staff represented the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs at the Consultation on Civic and 
Political Education for Women held here in late November. 


Miss; Bameis associate secretary for co-operation of men and women; and 
Miss Yamoah is in the Youth Department. 


Sponsored by the UN Commission on the Status of Women, the consultation 
attracted representatives of 23 non-governmental organizations for 26 
countries. Recommendations on education and better use of mass media have 
gone to heads of African states. 


"While women all over Africa have been in the thick of the struggle for 
independence", said Miss Bam, "it is clear that women are not equipped for 
the tasks of building the nation. We therefore expressed the belief that 
religious organizations like the YWCA and church groups should be willing 
to assist in civic education as part of the Christian responsibility for 


the whole of life." 


More specifically Miss Bam noted that the type of education African women 
have received has not prepared them to eradicate the problems of poverty, 
disease, high mortality rate and malnutrition. Nor has it given them 


skills to participate in government. 
EPS 
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CHURCHES’ FOOD PROGRAMME 
IN BIAFRA INTENSIFIED 


Geneva, (EPS) -- The death rate among children in Biafra has been con- 
siderably lowered, according to Canon Burgess Carr, Africa secretary for 
Inter-church Aid at the World Council of Churches. 


Canon Carr of the Anglican Church in Liberia, who returned here recently 
from a two-week visit to Nigeria and Biafra, said, "In Igbere I was told 
the death rate had vanished. At one of the camps I visited there were 58 
deaths of children in September. There were only three deaths in the last 
six weeks." 


More than 900 camps in Biafra are providing food for 1.4 million persons, 

mostly women and children. The food, mainly stockfish, carbohydrates and 

the high protein CSM (corn, soya and milk), reaches the camps via a network 
organized by representatives of the churches in Biafra and church-related 

relief agencies. 


"A number of schools are now emergency hospitals", Canon Carr said, "treating 
mostly children suffering from Kwashiokor (a chronic protein-deficiency 
disease)." 


Canon Carr reported, "The fewer deaths among children can be linked directly 
with the efficient church-sponsored feeding and medical programmes." 


However, the situation in villages where there are no camps and no improvised 
hospital and clinical care is rapidly deteriorating, and an increase in the 
number of cases of Kwashiokor is reported. In the town of Atta, Bishop 
Wanketi of the Anglican Church told Canon Carr, "I have buried 10 people 

in two days, but these are not all the deaths that occurred". 


The WCC staff member quoted Dr. Herman Middelkoop of the Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital in Biafra as saying, 'The shortage of the local. foods, casava and 
yams, could lead to widespread famine conditions in the next few months", 
The Biafran harvest of vegetable and provision foods has been lost. Reports 
of the population eating half-grown crops to keep alive have been frequently 
made by observers on the scene. 


EPS 
SCOTTISH ANGLICAN ALLOWS 
INTER-COMMUNION IN NEW TOWN 
Edinburgh, (EPS) -- Nationwide interest has been aroused in Scotland by a 


decision of the Episcopalian (Anglican) Bishop of Edinburgh, the Rt. Rev. 
Kenneth Moir Carey, to encourage inter-communion by members of his church 
as part of an ecumenical experiment being carried on in the new town of 
Livingston, West Lothian. There Methodists recently agreed to join in the 
experiment with Presbyterians and Congregationalists. 


Bishop Carey's decision came shortly after the Provincial Synod of the Epi- 
scopal Church in Scotland had voted against framing a law to allow members _ 
of other churches with which the Episcopalians are to seek union to be ad- 
mitted to Communion. However, bishops were asked to extend their inter- 


pretation of the existing law in circumstances of special pastoral need: ing 


No. 46 - 19th December, 1968 11 


Special Article 


POSSIBILITIES OF CHRISTIAN-MOSLEM DIALOGUE 


An Interview given by Gabriel Habib, Middle East’ Secretary 
for World Student Christian Federation and WCC Youth Dept., to 
Ecumenical Press Service 


Q. You have spoken of the need for a "copernican" mental change in the 
Christian understanding of Islam. Could you explain why this is necessary? 


A. There are many prejudices in the mind of Christians regarding Islam - 
on the ideological, political and theological levels. On the ideological 
level, the historical association of Christianity with the rich and modern- 
ized Western civilization has led many Christians to believe that "under- 
development" in some parts of the world is the fault of Islam and its 
Static vision of man and the world. This makes the conflict between the 
poor, "illiterate" Arabs and the rich, "civilized" West a conflict between 
Islam and Christianity. 


On the political level we know that there has been a warlike relationship 
between Islam and Christianity ever since the death of the prophet Mohammed. 
The first expansion out of Arabia brought Islam into direct conflict with 
the Christian countries. The counter-attack of the Mediaeval Crusades and 
later the fall of Constantinople deeply affected relations of those two 
communities. Finally, 19th and 20th century colonialism put the Moslems 
under the domination of the Christian countries, as the Moslems saw it. 

The process of de-colonization and the movement for independence, whether 
peaceful or violent, are confronting Islam with the dominant Western 
powers and therefore with Christianity. Today there is a scandalous 
association of Christianity and Israel, since the State of Israel is con- 
sidered a new form of Western aggression or a crusade against the Arabs and 
Islam. 


On the theological level we have always dealt with Islam in a very polemic 
way. We have been either apologetic or quite aggressive against this 
religion which, unlike Judaism, recognized the Christian faith as the line 
of God's revelation in history. Today we are beginning, on a very limited 
scale, to discover the spiritual relationship that Christianity and Islam 
have through the common father Abraham. The majority of Christians are 
surprised to learn that Islam recognized the virgin birth of Jesus Christ 
and claims him as one of its major prophets, who realized miracles, healed 
the sick and resurrected the dead (Mohammed, of course, being the greatest 
one). What is more important is that Islam is awaiting the return of Jesus 
Christ, who will bring the final word on justice to the world. This is a 
strange idea for Christians to understand. Islam and Christianity share a 
common éspérance - a common Messianic hope. 


Q. Do you consider the present atmosphere in the Middle East favourable 
for a dialogue? Are there any signs of readiness for it? 


A. There is a certain hesitation on both sides. Mos lems are not fully 
confident that the new Christian approach signals a genuine willingness for 
an authentic dialogue. . They are afraid that dialogue is nothing but a new 
form for converting Moslems to Christianity. The Christians of the Middle 
East are hesitant because, being a minority, they are still afraid of losing 


(more) 
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their identity through compromise or oppression. Christian efforts at 
dialogue are also handicapped by the Western Christian behaviour in the 
Middle East. 


Fortunately this lack of mutual confidence is rapidly being replaced by 

a new awareness of a common responsibility towards the changing Arab world. 
On both sides many are calling for spiritual, moral and human forces to be 
united in the service of suffering society. 


Q.. Who would you say is ready for such a dialogue? 


A. -I would say the intellectuals on both sides and those involved directly 
in political, cultural and*social renewal. In Lebanon, for instance, a 
series of public debates have been taking place within the Cenacle Litbanats 
between intellectuals and religious leaders on both sides. In Egypt there 
have been very open contacts between the two communities — an exchange of 
visits between Al Azhar and the Coptic Church. As you may know, President 
Nasser gave moral and financial support for the building of the Coptic 
Orthodox Cathedral in Cairo. Of course, these signs of a new era of 
Christian-Moslem relationship are still very limited, and many things have 
to be done to broaden them. This task really depends on the Christians. 


Q. Why do you say that? 


A. Because of the very nature of their faith, Christians ought to take 

the initiative in establishing a real dialogue based on love, humility, 
respect and sacrifice. Of course, the Moslems should make a serious effort 
to understand Christianity. While you find many Christian experts. on Islam, 
an extremely limited number of Moslems are studying Christianity. However,,, 
as a Christian, I feel I am the main one responsible for creating the new era. 


Q. Could you give some subjects or questions on which a dialogue might start? 


A. I would say mainly on two levels: one is theological; the other is © 
human or practical. The theological dialogue will be quite limited and 
difficult because the number of theologians informed of the others’ religion 
is small. Our catechetical education and the programmes of our theological 
schools do not provide even an elementary knowledge of the Koran. The same 
thing applies to Moslems and the Bible. This is one of the very important 
lacks»in Christian and Moslem education. 


Q. And then, what subjects could they talk about? 


A. Then Christians would discover in the Koran spiritual values related to 
their own biblical values. We would see how Christianity and Islam, as mono- 
theistic beliefs, relate to Jesus Christ, who for the Christian is the In- 
carmate Word of God and for the Moslem, one of the main prophets of the same 
God. Massignoy, Arnaldez, Gaspar, Moubarok, Hayek and others have developed 
very interesting theses on discussion with Islam. However, the theological 
dialogue is certainly difficult for two reasons. One is the static, literal 
Moslem interpretation of the Koran, and the other is the historical dicho- 
tomy between Christian theology and the existential behaviour of Christians. 
In any case nothing should be allowed to prevent the development of a genuine 


dialogue. (mone less 
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Q. Do you also see possibilities of practical co-operation? 


A. Yes. . Since both Islam and Christianity are universal religions seek- 
ing to establish the unity and the salvation of man, co-operation in the 
service of man should be possible. 


Q. In a paper you presented recently you suggested that Moslems be invited 
to the WCC's meetings on development. What. type of people do you think 
would be ready ‘to talk about this subject? 


A. Just as there are Christian experts in the areas of economics, politics 
and sociology, there are also Moslem experts. Therefore, we could invite 
them to sit with us and help us see the Moslem's point of view on the 
spiritual, human, economic and social development. At the Beirut Conference 
sponsored jointly by the WCC and the Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace, 
the secretary of the Association for Development Research and an expert on 
community development from the Ministry of Planning in Lebanon were invited. 
Both, as Moslems, had a considerable spiritual impact on the conference. 


Q. Is there any possibility of co-operating on projects in nation building? 


A. In a pluralistic society like the Middle East where Christians and 
Moslems are citizens of the same country and have the same rights and obli- 
gations, co-operation in nation building is taking place on a personal 
level. But if you are speaking of the two communities as institutions, 
then I should say that collaboration on common projects has been very 
limited. However, new initiatives in voluntary service are appearing in 
certain countries. 


Q. Could the World Council of Churches play a role in these efforts, and 
what is the role of the member churches in the Middle East? 


A. The most important role of course is the one the churches in the area 
must play, because they are the people living daily with their Moslem 
brothers. Reconciliation in Christ is not a specific act we do or systematic 
collaboration we have; it is a real conversion of the person, of the 
Christian person, to dialogue with the others, whether they be Moslems, 
Buddhists or atheists. And our daily life must give evidence of the 
conversion. 


The WCC could help local churches organize certain activities which might 
require experts from other regions or merely the participation of non-Arab 
Christians. But one of the most important roles of the WCC will be to help 
Christians all over the world, through its publications, its staff and 
conferences, to reach a new understanding of Islam, to get rid of the pre- 
judices mentioned earlier, and to shift from polemics to real dialogue and 


acceptance of Islam. 
We from the Middle East have expressed strongly the desire to have within 


include relations with Judaism, Islam and other religions. Until the depart- 


ment can be established, a special advisory committee on Islam should be named. 
EPS 
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PHOTO OIKOUMENE 


Building on the precedent set at Montreal's Expo, Protestants and Roman 
Catholics in Japan are ‘co-operating in the Christian Pavilion for Osaka '70. 
(358) A model of ‘the pavilion, which was brought to Geneva RECARERY is ex- 
amined by Dr. Ernest Long of Canada and Rev. Kentaro Buma of Japan's National 
Christian Council. (359) Mr. Buma demonstrates the model for Dr. André 
Appel, Lutheran World Federation; Dr. (Jean Kotto, Cameroon; and Dr. Long. 
(360) The death of “famed Swiss theologian Karl Barth brought expressions of 
deep regret from Dr. Eugene Carson Blake’ and Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft among 
others (EPS No. 45). (361) Archbishop Ilyas (Kurban), Metropolitan of 
Tripoli, congratulates Miss Ruth Mary Black, WCC representative in Near East, 
who received Order of the Cedars from the President of Lebanon (EPS No. 43). 


The new YWCA Centre in Jerusalem is now in operation despite delay in con- 
struction due to June 1967 war. It provides rooms for transient single 3 
women, couples and families, and dormitory space for groups. (362-4) The ~ 
building is the scene of vocational training, language and dancing classes, 
film shows and sports, as well as YWCA Summer Camp pictured ‘here. 


(365) Inchun Industrial Mission in Inchun, Korea, conducts classes for both 
union leaders and their’ members (EPS No. 45). (366) War-damaged industry 
has been rebuilt and new factories started as part of Korea's development 
plan. (367) In WCC’ film "Homo Homini" Czech film artist Vaclav Bedrich 
uses puppet to depict modern technocrat who has created a cybernetic head, 
symbol of. modern world's glory and destructiveness (see page 5). (368) Mr. 
and Mrs. Pavel Prochazka, creators of "Acceleration". ares 


(369) Shelters for Jordanian refugees purchased through the World Council 
of Churches (EPS No. 44) are made of corrugated iron with plastic coating ~ 
and mounted on a cement-belt foundation. (370) On-site inspection of 
shelters erected at Souf Camp near. Jerash north-east of Amman is’ conducted + 
by James MacCracken of) Church’ World: Service (USA);"> Basil Ennab;’ public °°" 
information officer for UNRWA in Jordan; and Yoon Gu Lee ofh Near Bast 
Council of Churches! Refugee Division, ) Beirut. 

EPS 


IN, BRIEF 


Dr. Per Lonning,.40,,dean of. the, Cathedral in Bergen, Norway 5: has beati ndhbad 
the first bishop of the newly created Diocese of Borg, formerly partvof*the™ 
large Oslo Diocese. Although Dr. Lonning did not receive.as many votes aa tty 
Rector Bjarne Odd Weider in balloting among pastors, deans, theological pro-. 
fessors and members of congregational councils, the government cabinet which 
makes the final decision was not bound by the balloting. Dr. Lonning is a, 
member of the WCC Structure Committee. . 


* * * 


Dr. Paul B. Léffler, secretary in the WCC's Division of World Mission and 
Evangelism, bas received a threé-year appointment as’ professor for ecumenics 
and mission at the Near East School ofTheology*in Beirut, Lebanon, which |°! 
serves Presbyterian, Lutheran and Anglican churches:in the Middle East. 
He assumes his new post February 1. 
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In order to enable readers to locate EPS stories more easily the index 
provides a cross-reference in two categories. 


These are: I - geographical and organizational; 
Il - substance 


The sub-divisions of each category are arranged alphabetically and stories 
are listed in chronological order according to the number of the issue in 


which each appeared. In some instances stories are listed under more than 
one of the sub-divisions of each category. "In Brief" items are not 
listed. 


CATEGORY I: GEOGRAPHICAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL 
Continents and Regions 
Countries 
Ecumenical, International and Regional Christian Bodies 
Ecumenical Patriarchate 
Roman Catholic Church 
World Confessional Bodies 
World Council of Churches (see also Fourth Assembly) 


CATEGORY II: SUBSTANCE 
Anti-Semitism 
Assemblies and Rallies (see also Fourth Assembly) 
Atheism 
Brotherhoods and Communities 
Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes 
Church Buildings and Architecture 
Church Discipline 
Church-State Relations (see also Religious Liberty) 
Church Union Negotiations 
Confessional and Denominational Life and Structure 
Confessionalism 
Conscientious Objectors and Military Exemption 
Economic Development 
Education (general, Christian) 
Ethics (personal, professional, social) 
Evangelism 
Family Life 
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Festivals and Anniversaries 

Fourth Assembly 

General (Photo Oikoumene) 

Information (press, broadcasting, film, photography) 
Inter-Church Aid (see also Refugees) 
Inter-Confessional Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 
Inter-Faith Relations, Contacts’ and Exchanges 
International Affairs, War and Peace 

Laity | | 

Literature and Publications (including the Bible) 
Liturgy and Forms of Worship 

Marxism 

Ministry 

Missions (home and foreign) 

Mixed Marriages 

Non-Christian Religions 

Orthodox Churches 

Personal Liberty, Morality 

Personalities (appointments, distinctions, obituaries, etc.) 
Race Relations 

Refugees, Migrants and Relief (see also Inter-Church Aid) 
Religious Liberty 

Renewal 

Repentance Actions and Reconciliation 

sacraments 

Social, Political and Legal Problems, and Christian Action 
Social Service 

Statistics 

syncretism 

Theology (in general and items not covered elsewhere) 
Women and Children 

Youth and Students 
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CATEGORY I: Geographical and organizational 


Continents and Regions 
AFRICA 


Theological Education Fund Supports varied projects 


ASIA 


EACC conferences on urban, industrial mission set 
Christian radio station for Asia to be inaugurated 
YWCA's Asian programme assessed in seminar it. aes at ee ae 
Theological Education Fund supports varied projects Pe ar ee 
World Couneil official returns from Asian evangelism conference 


e ® e e . es e +o 


AUSTRALIA 


Australian’ churches approve sanctions against Rhodesia 
Australian team recruited for Nigeria/Biafra service .... 
New view of mission outlined at Australian consultation . 


EUROPE 


World's responsibilities for victims in Nigeria stressed by lay 
re Nee sre ha A Rea ke RE ee 

MeweeriCal youth council proposed for Burope .i°. «ss 6s 6 s 

Assembly of European churches to focus on service to God, man . 

Industrial chaplains in Europe express concern for structures 


LATIN AMBRICA 


Cermeewe era ating opens Fucharistic congréss 2. « «6 8 8 8 es 
Pope encourages renewal efforts in Latin America .... 


Latin American church and society group condemns Czech occupation . 


Observers take Communion at Roman Catholic conference ee gas 
Special Report: "New Dawn at Gurupi" by Claudette Marquet... 
Latin American ecumenical relations improving, LWF leader told 
Theological Education Fund supports varied projects. . ee 
Latin American Methodists plan regional conference ...... 


MIDDLE EAST 


Agpsembiy,; resolution.on.the Middle, Bast. +74 sje oy ap 6) bd soscw 

Miguse Bast Fesolution stirs long debate . 4 s « « « tpenena. dow 

U.S. council of churches discusses Arab refugees, law and order . 

Appendix: Letter from Coptic Church leaders to fellow Christians 

EBeyptian Christians ask UN. aid -to, avert, disaster. .«+ eseifodb sowie 

Assyrian church splits over hereditary leadership ..... 
PACIFIC OCEAN AREA 


Past “churches hold: eeumenical ‘Bible: Week ~ 5 soso 's sos eee oes 


WEST INDIES 
WCC secretary for Caribbean named . «6 2 «© 6 6 © © © © © © ee 


Countries 


AUSTRIA 


WCC asks $20,000 to aid Czech refugees in Austria. .....- 
Programme of assistance sent out for Czechoslovaks in Austria . 


46 


32 
37 
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AUSTRIA (continued) 


New Bishop of Austrian church installed ... 


Austrians mark 150th anniversary of world's ereat Christmas carol ‘ 
BELGIUM 

Belgian church. al lows) cod ce? ons enevyeigped DAYS MOls souk LeoLe 
BOLIVIA 

Bishop. Barbieri honoured by Bolivian Government). (2) 202° 9494520, 
BURMA 

DDR, Burmese, Greek delegates unable to attend 4th Assembly....« 
CAMEROON 

Medical co-operation, sought, in. the Cameroons eee 
CANADA : 

United Church of Canada studies new type of Bishop ...... ° 

Canadian Anglicans to study ordination of women , .)... 5.) .)smee 

Canadian, U.S. Anglicans’ set first Joint Mesting. pe.s atm Fe 


Canadian Anglicans permit women to assist in serving Communion 
Canadian churchmen join forces to attack world poverty 


CEYLON 
Youth, named. to.0eylon church committees ies. . aoe os 


CHILE 
Cardinal, reinstates Chileans priestsn’: atvodite lewaret sox 
CONGO 
Three U.S.‘ missionaries vpetieveo. loge in Cuongoy ee.) eee 
Wrtekage* of Mission’ tare 1 bune ail VOnRU' +. Seen se ste ee 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Czech Communists now see new dimension of need, Hromadka says»... 

WCC leader cables East European churches on Czechoslovak crisis . 

Stop Press: CCIA director cites foh aad WCC actions relevant to 
ezech erisis* + . 


WCC officers call for removal of Soviet troops “from Czechoslovakia 


Czech churches ask prayers of fellow Christians . . 

Christian bodies react to Czechoslovak crisis en Mors: 
Czech refugee situation under surveillance by churches” rg 
Czech pastors commit themselves to "passive resistance" .., 
Czech philosopher hits occupation Dy "DomCe. was sells (eee 
Romanian churches join protest. ... . * -hrod won 
WCC asks $20,000 to aid Czech refugees in Austria a. FS E 


45 


45 


cae 


Special Bulletin: Message of all Christian churches in Czechoslovakia 


to the public inside and outside the country . . rar 
Noted Czech Christian terms Soviet: action "tragic error" 
Latin American church and society group condemns Czech occupation 
Message of Czech Christians advises patience, "consolidation" 
Two Hungarian church journals comment on Czech situation .. «2. 
Decentralization of youth work in Czechoslovakia reported... . 
Czech theologian sees continuation of Christian/Marxist dialogue’ 
Japanese Christians see.Czech,crisis.as threat to peace efforts ‘ 


Czech Protestants visit.Germany and Switzerland... «+ + + e+ + + 


East European churches react to WCC's Czech StaLeMeN Gin » » sprees 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA (continued) 


Hungarian church council comments on Czech events 
Enrolment in Czech religious classes rises 


Christian Peace Conference will continue despite differences. 


Reforms in Czech church life continue, LWF officer finds 


Czechs! non-violent stand follows historical tradition, theologian. 


says o e e e ° e e e ° e e ° ° e ° ° ° e ° e ° e e ° e 
WSCF secretary comments on Gzech- events ....... 

- Central Committee chairman replies on Czechoslovakia . 
Hromadka says danger of cynicism challenges Czech churches 


e 


Opposite views of Czech events held by Russian/British churchmen 


50th anniversary of Czech brethren observed in the spirit of Hus 


ETHIOPIA 


- Korean Presbyterians send missionaries to Ethiopia .. 


FINLAND 


Finnish youth critical of church structures... zc 14 riar’ 

FRANCE 

‘French Protestant comments on Pope's encyclical 

GERMANY 
DDR, Burmese, Greek delegates unable to attend 4th Assembly 
German air-lift to Biafra has ten planes -. . .4 2... su 
Czech Protestants visit Germany and Switzerland .... 5 
Hanover synod clears way for:lay ministers <. «6 6 .s « « « 
German church commissions examining sexual ethics .... . 


Tensions plaguing German churches noted at EKD synod .. 


Three actions to aid development voted by West German churche 


East German bishop will dedicate organ in Geneva ...4. . 
First intereonfessional ."Kirchentag" set for '7l.. 

New era for ecumenical.council seen by WCC leader ....., 
Federation proposed for eight churches in East Germany .« . 
Youth demonstrations mark Reformation Day in. Germany ... 
Two German churches top 3% for development aid ..... 
Church of Braunschweig votes 4.66% .. . 


GHANA 


o 


e s e ° s e 


Ghana Presbyterians protest against proposal to secularize schools. 


GREECE 


Churches share in $1,000,000 poultry project for northwest Greece 


DDR, Burmese, Greek delegates unable to attend 4th Assembly 
Greek synod modifies articles in new constitutional draft . 
Greek constitution passed; proselytism clause unchanged. . 
Greek church asks nation to help recruit priests .... . 
New “purgé “of “Greek *DUSHOPS! *. Fe Oe Se eee eee 
Italians ask Greek primate to intervene ..+++ + + *¢ «+ » 
TwolvmeiGesek bishops Teste. 8. we a Ne Ee ws 


HONG KONG 


Hong Kong council reorganized . .- ++ ++ ++ 5 * # ¢ s ¢ * 
$1 million sought by HongKong council for youth projects . 


HUNGARY 


-Two Hungarian church.journals comment on Czech situation . 
Hungarian church council comments on Czech @VENTS 6 Ye oe * 
wcoc's Europe secretary visits Hungarian churches ...-. +» 


e 


e 
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HUNGARY (continued) | 
Enrolments at Hungarian seminaries given .. . 0 ee ee ee ge 3G 
INDIA ee oe 
"Indtanizarrone OL cnuram perecnre. te Ureet oe te ee. ee Se 34 
fidienstate pastes law restricting COnPer el ONS eee eed 
Appeal made for India's’ flood victims . 2. o uk eS "a4. 60 ete RE eC 
Bangalore citizenship school graduates first “class. in? when tatnke’ Apu 
Catholics in’India’seek court test ‘of anti-conversion laws“... 0. .41 
Archbishop ‘threatens*to~clrose Catholic eo llerece Tn Kerala. . jee see 
Multilateral relations in India urged by U.S. mission executives §. 43 
All-India consultation on development to be held next year... . 46 
IRAN . 
WCC acts on Iran earthquake ... herrea; ice al 
WCC appeals for $100,000 to aid earthquake wietims. ror Doe nd ee 
Churches contribute tents, stoves to lranian quake victims « ad tne eee 
ISRAEL : cI 
Religious groups protest immorality around Holy Places $ #0 se eo 
Israel pays damages to additionalirchurches WON «. «. see te He te te te ee 
WCC appeals to Israel onarefugees avon6t eto tidiion tustestord- domext4d 
Israelis reported building on LWF land in Jerusalem ........ 46 
ITALY " 
Italy's Waldensians consider ecumenical activities «.. ~tés- cemret> 
Italian Protestants reject special protection for religion ord ‘does ie 
Italians ask Greek primate toointervene[. yot- yaw sepalo horve sevoneattc 
JAPAN 
Japan Bible Society seeks regional support .°. : nee Sl. Cee 
Okinawan :church forms ties with United Church in “Japan. a ee vee aed 
Japanese Christians see Czech crisis as threat to peace efforts .. 35 
Japanese, U.S. churchmen confer ‘on security pact Pet i he, Lae ane 
Christian wedding *HarYy for“Japan oy tye: ite. Meter rty. a) 
United Church in Japan transfers power to districts radu Peck ery 
JORDAN 
Religious groups protest immorality around Holy Places ... «.« +. ». AMSA) 
WCC pledges funds to build Jordan refugee shelters . _o4 
Some pre-fab shelters reach Jordan; many refugees face bléak. winter 44 
KENYA 
Feature? No “Strangér “to thé’ Port ‘by Frances “Sy ‘Smith ©7525, §paPtyade 
KOREA ) 
Korean Presbyterians send missionaries to Bthiopia~ o 6. des eri; 
Feature: "A Korean Mission to Labour and Industry", by George Ogle, 45 
LAOS ; 4] 
EACC: survey’ reports, Laos) needs critiLealvk GUNeGaye ae” eee Nahe ba, Bie 
LEBANON aor Ais, Oo af) 
President of Lebanon confers honour on WCCO representative . 2 ).-/%. 43 
MADAGASCAR 7 
| 100,000 Malagasy Christians at Sesquicentennial rites’: ian Ma tk et prio 
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MALAWI 
Malawi hospital is scene of: ecumenical co-operation . 
MEXICO 


Ecumenical ‘service for peace! planned at Mexico Ci i 
! ‘ity olympics 
Olympic figures address YMCA physical education eet cpt cag 


NETHERLANDS 


Dutch, Lutherans/Catholics conclude baptism agreement 
Catholic to work in Reformed Church ....... eae 
' Dutch theologians. plead for. contact with Moscow 
World consultation on’ seamen's work for. Holland 


e e 2 . 
oe “a “Mate 
e « ° am 
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‘NEW. ZEALAND 
N.Z. students withdraw contraceptive machines »;.. 4 
New Zealand changes’ policy following church criticism .)%°. 


NIGERIA/BIAFRA 


Assembly to get request for $3,000,000 in Biafra aid .... 
Press’ conference on Nigeria/Biafra conflict .... ss es 
Assembly approves’ $3 million Nigerian conflict aid appeal. . 
Assembly resolution on the conflict between Nigeria and the f 
: Pee GCAO Wr GL wah Gob, «he bLbieiene 2's e seo ss 
~~ WCC sends representatives to Nigerian war talks ....% . 
Third WCC team off to Nigeria; churches step up relief supplie 
WCC representatives to see Emperor Selassie on Nigeria ... 
Anglican bishops at. Lambeth call for peace in Nigeria . ss. 
Member churches. press. governments. to act on Nigeria relief . ... 
Special Report: Statement on Nigerian relief by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, World Council of Churches, Caritas 
ibwermationalis.and PN Children's, Bunde) on ecjeiewwtet wor.» 9. 
Churches' relief goods in new air-shuttle to Biafra ..... 
Geren Sir) i Tt.tb) Biafra, nas ten planep ~~~. “.°<s » «0° ss 
Scottish Churck's appeal brings record sum for Biafra relief . 


oO 
6 t Hse He “eve 


WCC’ to Supply’ post-war needs in’ Nigeria/Biafra ....... 
Fourth WCC medital team leaves for Nigeria... . .. +... 
World's’ responsibilities for victims in Nigeria stressed by lay 


e © e * * e 


Rebates) Jlaathe rs Pace! ee exe ee Pf rehte Center cel ied enrel Pere iete .° 49.8 
Churches! aid to Nigeria/Biafra hits new peak in September .... 
Australian team. recruited for Nigeria/Biafra Service) «6 0) 65 eli eye 
Two British missionaries killed by Nigerians 2... ++ « + «© « « « 
Greek church asks nation to help recruit priestS «.« 6 « we ¢ + 6 6 
Churches land 4,800 tons of food/medicines in Biafra .. ++ «.« « 
World’ Council’ of Churches gives more aid to Nigeria/Biafra .... 
WCC’ general’ secretary reacts to statement of Nigeria's permanent UN 

paatnetineh tata OG i Led Sethe fe Lal wari go Gnas idle, Cue Ber vey oes hs! “5 
Plane’ on, mercy flight to Biafra crasheS . ). « 6 s+ « © + 6 w 6 @ 
Churches! food programme in Biafra intensified « « + +++ ¢ + + * 

POLAND 


s- © ¢ @ 


Correction:. "Poland Senter eB two Church of, Christ workers" (EPS No. 


yO) ash ashes os ow ow oo AbOL LOONIE. MO Siete-oidm sealed eqoideid «det + 


Ecumenical seminary moves to Warsaw. «ie je «6 ee ee eee me 
‘PORTUGAL. : 

Work campers construct Portugese ecumenical centre” 2°, PI WOtR PX; 
“RHODESIA | ae 

Rhodesian SOM secretary etecismctions against Rhodesia’ . +: : ° 
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ROMANTA 


Romanian churches. join protest. + F redirect ee o% 
Pentecostal churches grow in Romania ..... 


SOUTH AFRICA 


South African leader fears violence if churches fail to act 


POT" 1ivei*case setuted 12900 YICTibe aoe ef , ,. 
Methodist minister's passport withdrawn by South Africa . 


South African council of churches terms apartheid "a false faith" 
South. African migratory labour system denounced by Dutch Reformed 


bCHUPCHES + oe ce se ee eh et er ee eten 3 Ske Bech oak hick: Iie’ tee Da 
Presbyterians. accept former Dutch Reformed ministers "© .59 
Premier.criticises clergy who'"preach politics" . . : 
12 South African clergymen reject government intimidation 
pouth, Africa;./tortune! case settled out of court .... 
South Africa expelling German Lutheran pastor . .»... 
ean Episcopalians act. against apartheid. .. 4 
Another U.S. missionary told to quit South Africa Ade 


SPAIN 


One Baptist church registered, under new Spanish,law ... . 
Spain’ s Roman,Catholics,. set..course. on, eCuMenisM sme ee. 
Three.more. Spanish churches. decide not. to register .. 


Special Article: "Spanish Protestantism Today" by the Rev. 


a. Goslin, IT 


SWEDEN — 


Radio- TV bring Assembly tos homestofl midlionsimgl gos 2qQn8 
iar iol de omentey jJoim! protests Qu .c{tgmgi aves .saetd .esnn 


‘SWITZBREAND 


Ola Catholic bishop approves family planning in principle 
Czech Protestants visit Germany and Switzerland ..... 


Basle Votes, O% LOD. CaVGRODMent. Si tneit ue ecus aos boda s 
International PrOteSteanit, Sha LOM CONCH ae oe ee ee 
Swiss. Protestants. issue family planning statement... . 


TURKEY 


Turkish ofricda le VWibnit Beumenieals Patriarch siwvt28t .issst 


UNITED KINGDOM 


Anglican bishops at. Lambeth call for peace in Nigeria 
Lambeth. conference, acts on inter-communion, women. . 
British dignitaries support Martin Luther King Fund , 
Methodist/Roman Catholic talks consider Eucharist... . 


Scottish Church's appeal brings record sum for Biafra relief 
agal 


Glasgow Protestants/Roman Catholics mount joint programme 

lawlessriess ‘Fo ae Vt OR FM, MA a AIM ede toler’ 
Number.,of, Congregational missionaries declines .... 
Free churches to co-operate with British council ow... 
British bishops take mild stand on.encyclical .... . 
Groups ‘of Christian "telly watchers" formed in England 
Anglican students want more practical training .... 
Anglican archbishops change timetable for unity vote .. 


Rapid growth of Greek Orthodox parishes in Britain reported 


British Christians beat devaluation .<: FP stad re Brags 2 gta TE aS 


British Council of Churches backs erate Aid focus on develo 


° 
° 
e 
e 
e€ 


° . 
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Oe sme HE 2 Pe 8 


Organ dedicated at Ecumenical Centre a gift of East German churches 
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UNITED KINGDOM (continued) 


peers paymeies report progress in union talks 
ne, day s pay for world's hungry suggested, b British B he 4a 

. on J + 
sega British erereymen condemn Powell eh hy safpollgl 
ppositve views of Czech events held by Russian Britis >, Serra 
Bishop Robinson. deplores. mini Mpa fin aie / Pons) churchmen 
scottish Anglican allows inter-communion in new town... 


° J ° ° e e 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


sealed McGovern scores "self-righteous" criticism of U.S. Vietnam 
po 1Cy e e e . e e e e e e e e e e @ e e e e e e e e e e 

U.S." church union scheme termed part of renewal 7, ee : 4 
‘U.S. churchmen give Vietnam views to democratic platform committee 
Funds» sought for paving in Delta Ministry project 
Clergyman is first Negro nominated for President 


e e e e e e 


e e e 


U.S. religious leaders condemn Chicago police action ' 
Washington Lutherans support dissident priests *4cRq .78 G4 
»Poverty war must move. to private sector, U.S. church leader wa 


NCC backs economic boycotts of firms which discriminate 


Minnesota churchmen support grape pickers ....... 
Canadian, U.S. Anglicans set first joint meeting ., 


pS 
° ° ° e Mme . e 


Three’ tasks’ confront U.S. church union consultation .. 
Episcopal’ council urges agencies to avoid Chicago... 
American Baptists give funds to organize communities . 
yeminary enrolment up at some U.S. institutions .. 

Japanese, U.S. churchmen confer on security pact 
oThree U.S. groups approve common Nicene Creed text 
OUSS. UDisciples"s«forms thesChristian:Churechhsy tsirs 
American Methodists.and Catholics confer ...4.-. ; 
(YWCA,/YMCA unite in.Colorado town 9. wees ety wes ¢ 
U.S. church.agencies endorse new film rating system... 
Texas. Protestant/Catholic.councils will merge in February A 
“Pull representation. for. Blecks sought in union consultation ‘ 
(U.S. Lutherans, Catholics discuss Eucharist, ministry... . 3%. 
Ss 


e 
e 
e 
e 
° 
e 


ev a oer a & oF UBF 


e . .« oO ° . 


* . e ° 


e e e e * ° ° 
° 2 ° 2 . 7 e e se ° 


‘U.S. Presbyterian. women meet East Europeans .. 9. . su. eee - 
Giant-apartment complexes pose obstacle to evangelism, Methodist 
JOUMMERIVSPOS ts!) Qi QdttSg Ke BMIos S59STHAS LTE SESALOS assis . 
Three-U.:S. missionaries believed lost in: Congovcs soeo%ukgo.nslias 
‘Post Uppsala symposium held in New York .). . . 2). 0.). ® mas 
oTwo-.ecumenical leaders receive degrees from Catholic university». 
/American Lutheran: church acts on social questions 5.0. so.°% 
Memorial service honours’ Faith and Order pioneer . 6. 2. ss « 
Peature: "The World of Route 128" by Scott I. Paradise ..5. 
“Churchmen- from three continents appraise Uppsala Assembly . . 
‘Pirst-united parish. begins operation in Kansas City... . 
“U.S. church» women sponsor. development seminars, projects sASMY 
“Chicago sued’ by Sseminarian charging police brutality ies - 
“Multilateral relations’ in India urged by U.S. mission executives 
Methodists vote $2 million for Vietnam rehabilitation SuR Tosysda 
‘*Racial- sensitivity’ survey uncovers White racism. . ; 
‘Changing role. of missionary explored at DOM assembly . 
‘Wreckage Of mission plane’ found in Congo... 6 es.» © 
U.S. Episcopalians act against apartheid 6. wees >! 
Vietnam settlement will. not be palatable, Monitor editor says. . 


U.S.S.Rs 


Russian Baptist le: | ife i gee dt L 
Russian Baptist leader tells of Church's life in U.oes 
Noted Rose ee of et otian terms Soviet action "tragic error" ... . 


. 6 . e s 
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VIETNAM 


Assembly youth condemn war in Vietnam .. 3. . . 
iii em McGovern scores "self-righteous" oriticisn of U. 3, ietran 
POAC Ve we epee cee 5 oh OWO,1 JIT OMO.9. {19; 
Assembly resolution on Vietnam a 4 OL) ° pee Nuke Be 
Assembly. calls. for, immediate’ end to bombing of N, Vietnam 
New Asian relief team preparing for Vietnam .°.-, an eee aes 
U.S. churchmen give Vietnam views to democratic platform committee 
New Zealand Christians to adopt Vietnam orphans 
American Lutheran church acts,on social questions ' 
WCC leader welcomes cessation of bombing . . ‘ ors beta aval 


e 


Methodists’ vote $2 million for Vietnam rehabilitation. - ; 
Commission for aid in Vietnam voted by divisional committee. 
Vietnam settlement will not be palatable,,.Monitor editor says 


YUGOSLAVIA 


Yugoslav. Baptist paper laments Czech situation. .o.a. 
Yugoslav bishops appeal for Christmas holiday .0.°% 


ZAMBIA 


Zambian bisShdps recognize baptism in other churches . . 1. « 
President Kaunda's speech highlights Mindolo anniversary ... 


Ecumenical, International and Regional Christian Bodies 


Member.churches press governments to act on Nigeria relief . . 
World Student Christian Federation elects new leadership 3; 2.2.0: 
Christian bodies, react, to Czechoslovaki ¢rissas. bas..edesbonieN mes 
New Asian relief.team preparing for Vietnam s.'.0.5. 6°. 
New Zealand Christians; to adopt Vietnam orphans ... . 
HongyKong Counedid réorganidved [fiw slionuoo ofledtsad\ins 

EACC. survey reports Laos needs critical .-. bNSas i 
Latin American church and, society group condemns Czech occupation 
Japan Bible Society seeks, regionally suppeortsom wembw.ieiisivdderd % 
NCC backs economic boycotts offirms which discriminate ... , A 
south African council of.churches terms apartheid "a false faith". 
Australian. churches approve sanctions against Rhodesia. . . . ..« 
Hungarian church. council, commentsy one zechh 6ventstacckys «lead 
Premier! criticisesiciergy whot"preachhpolities"arghsesi fesiwor 
Free.churches to. co-operate with British council: .: sje ee. « 
Christian peace conference will continue despite differences . 


e ° e 


e 


Special youth forum to precede World YMCA council meeting 
Ecumenical.leaders address Roman Catholic businessmen .. 


World YWCA- adds staff from Africa, New Zealand... 6 so eos 
YWCA, YMCA-unite in Colorado town... Je RbGe trfanteaw «xfs 
Texas Protestant/Catholic councils will merge in February... 
U.S. church agencies endorse new film rating system .. . . 


Assembly of European churches: to focus on service to God, man 
~ 12. South African clergymen reject government intimidation 92" 0 
WSCF- secretary- comments: on Czech eventsSr> . ssc ene fe bo eck’ @ 
Olympic figures address YMCA physical education consultation . 
~YWCA's.» Asian. programme. assessed in: seminar .. . ' 
Latin American: ecumenical) relations improving, LWE leader told 
U.S. Catholic order affiliates with National Council division 
Latin American Methodists plan regional conference . . wy 
$1 million sought. by Hong Kong, council for youth projects, 
Committee discussing union, of WCC/WOCE Convenes — oo Btw I& 


Ss w slice t@ -©« &. | wer @ &) 
° a ° 2s @¢@ . e e e e 


Ecumenical Patriarckate 


Pope and Ecumenical Patriarch send greetings to WCC Assembly ery ee 


LO 
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Ecumenical Patriarchate (continued) 


Turkish officials visit Ecumenical Patriarch 
German Cardinal visits RKoumenical Patriarch . bY is 


Spokesman for Ecumenical 
zB ie Patriarch terms Onassis marriage 
canonically valia™ .. 104. . 


Orthodox leader wants Catholics in World 


e e e 2 e . s o 


Sounbea.e. cenke —aHAtaM e 
Roman.Catholic Church 


Pope's "credo" statement seen dir 3 ¥ iv 
Metin RC church Acs sweet. re. Bebop ery, oP PROBE Pennes 
Assembly hears views of those. outside WCC....,., 4 ahtweditTs 
Dr. Blake calls speech by Father Tucci "important event". , 
Pope and Ecumenical Patriarch send greetings to WCC Assembly 
Nine RCs nominated to WCC commission in historical stent. vate 
Assembly encourages study of RC membership in World Council 
Official denies Catholic observers took Communion at Uppsala 
Birth control encyclical provokes heated debate . 
Carcined.reanstates.Chileans priestsy i*a+enamebonébtatted ape 
Gall to aid Latins opens Bucharistic congress ........ 
Pope encourages renewal»efforts in Latin America’ «(.hess5,se% « ; 
Reformed churches may start dialogue with Roman Catholics ..... 
Pere.er ehurch aliows choice’ on encyclical’ So )' 65 Veg Member, , 
Observers take Communion at Roman Catholic conference .. +». 
French Protestant comments;on Pope's encyclical v.04 .0.ce es «oe 
Washington Lutherans support dissident priests  . sv -.5.. 
Pope's message calls German Catholics to obedience St neabt7 et - 
Zambian bishops recognize baptism in other churchess%) . 0. ste se 8. 
Actions required, for Church of Rome to enter: WCC, French theologian 


e e e ° e ° e e e s 


* e ° e ° 


e 


e °* ° ° e e ° e 


e e e e J 


° e 7 e 2 ° ° ° a e 


says e e ° e e e e ° es e e e e e o e e e 2 e e e e s ° e e 


Prigeeneoegshops. take mild.stand; on encyclical; .,.,.1.4."afafs5. 
Roman Catholic commission approves joint development programme 
Spain's Roman Catholics set course,on ecumenism... . 2. 2. 
wecc/Vatican Joint Working Group to meet in December .-s.. . 
Joint committee on- development will seek regional associates 
U.S. church agencies endorse new film rating system .°. ws... 
U.S. Lutherans, Catholics discuss Eucharist, ministry .....5. 
German cardinal visits Ecumenical Patriarch ss >.5.5.06 Boe 8 es 
Archbishop threatens to close Catholic colleges in Kerala ..5. 4. 
Special Article: "Will Roman Catholics join the World Council of 
Churches?" by Tatiana AthanasiadiS) «6 ese eee e wee eee 
Plans for -WCG/Roman Catholic peace conference, announced . « «i+. 
Appreciation for Cardinal Bea's,life voiced by Dr, Blake .. . 
World confessional families meetein Geneva «4 « siens ee woe « 
U.S. Gatholic order affiliates with national, council division... 
Orthodox leader wants Catholics in World Council's ranks... 
Anglican/Roman Catholic.co-operation, on regional level urged.at 
Maltaesaccussearv dt aenotstia- dese) *et00W- ot opaesy /podowsdo snssqot 
Joint WCC/Roman Catholic Working Group meets in Rome + «+ + + 
Joint WCC/Roman Catholic women's. group holds exploratory talk 
All-India consultation on development to. be held next year... 


s 
® 
e 


© * e * e 
. * e * 8 e 
2 ° e e e e 


° ° ° 2 
7 ° ° .) 


World Confessional Bodies 


World. Baptist. body to study relations Ww 
Bol 4 can Sakae at Lambeth. call for peace in Nigeria -9dtf 
Member churches. press. governments to act.on Nigeria relie 


theolo commission reflects, on revolution o 6 
i tecien nin otee nay start. dialogue with Roman Catholics . 


g i women ° e ° . e 
beth conference acts on inter-communion, 
ete lectionary seen as goal by. Lutheran worship hee 
Special Report: Searching for the new man and the new 


Wyabien OMver «sa 4 8 8° 


ith other Christians 


© Ste © © © eo 8 8 


° . . * @ . 4 a © ewer 
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World Confessional Bodies (continued) 


Is Chureh!s: mission: changing? Lutheran consultation to.ask . 
~ Youth. given: voting rights: at Lutheran world assembly .. . 
Lutherans expand bilateral theological discussions 
Canadian Anglicans to» study ordination of’ women’. . 
World: Methodists map-war on hunger, poverty... . 
Churcnes Teapot, fo Wow ooeeg L Or ean... ue lle, 


e e .ze le xe Te 


e 
e ° e 
° 
e 


ie ce e@ wee Je Je 


Canadian, U.S. Anglicans set first joint meeting . . 

Reforms in Czech church life continue, LWF officer finds re Pe pe 
U.S. Lutherans, Catholics:..discuss Eucharist, ministry 4 ave 
Special» Article: »The»Church and the Near Bast Refugees eats cota 
Ganadian Anglicans permit» women to assist in serving Communion ~*~ 
American Lutheran’ church acts on’ social questions . . 

World. bodiés of Reformed/Congregational churches to merge iH "1970 
One -day!s-pay-for world's hungry. suggested by British Baptists ~~. 
World.confessional families meet’ in Geneva -. 2... : ; 
Latin. American ecumenical relations improving, LWF leader told See 
Methodists vote. $2 million for Vietnam rehabilitation .°.-.°. . 
Anglican/Roman Catholic. co-operation on regional level urged at 


Malta e e e e e e e e e e e e e ° e e e a e e e e e ° e e | 


-Israelis reported. building on LWF land BO TV EEO coseey es. Barto 


World Council of Churches 


Bossey conference. draws churchmen’ from outside’ WCC -y woe .o.ys 
Birth-.control-.encyclical provokes heated debate. ose wee SOLS 
WCC. representatives to see’Emperor Selassie on Nigeria 3. you & 
Member churches: press governments to act on Nigeria relief ©.°.%% 
WCC. leader cables East European churches on Czechoslovak crisis’. 
Stop Press:-.CCIA director. cites: previous WCC actions-relevant to 

Cgech.crisis + .«% o« HOLS OUIWGEL ofr U Pah’. pig U.S 


WCC. offieers’ call for removal of Soviet troops ‘from Czechoslovakia’ ™ 


Czech.churches ask prayers tof) fellow® Christians? /lL0nv ey emQne@, 
WCC. leader quotes. Uppsala action’ on world development J yo.) o. 8 
3-year term’for Roman Catholic/WCC development secretary approved 


New.staff.membersY¥Starts Works atsWOCks, Gow 2200. COCLOLT SY. BOO TOR i 
WCC-asks $20,000 to.aid.Czech*refugees°in Austria’ le.y. ool oreo we, 
Christian-Medical Commission outlines goals in first°*meeting i 


wCC .films.shown-.at Edinburgh Festival Vol Goloune Be, or ons. bet of 


WCC film recéives» award ely 4.0. % V6y) TEGOs 11 sw. sS9LOLIGA. Loloeg 
Bio-medical-researchers-confer with theologians on human experiments 


Actions: required for Church of Rome to enter WCC, French theologian 


says e ° e e ° ° ° e ° . ° ° ° ° wv Je 


Churches respond +40 we appeal “for Iran 2 6gdiulgsindsecolarstliod D 
CCIA director assesses human rights situation at Paris” conference 
Staff: consultant ‘on race’ appointed by WCCo. 2.0.8 
Churches* respond to WCC appeal for Iran . ws)... 4). 
East European:churches react to WCC!s. Czech statement 
New’ executives added’ to WCC divisions 1... «. ess 
wcC's Europe secretary visits Hungarian churches .. 
Graduate school opens 17th session at Bossey «. .). « 
wcc/Vatican Joint Working Group to meet in December . 
Programme of assistance sent out for Czechoslovaks, in Aust 
Ecumenical leaders address Roman Catholic businessmen. .- 
WCC’ leader welcomes’ proposals made to World Bank ©. Lou .9% 
Joint committee’ on development will seek regional associates 
Medical’ co-operation sought in the Cameroon’... Ts bebe gs) 
Special Article:. The Role of Orthodoxy within the WoC” 2 ¥RG 
Key elements of evangelism said to be dialogue, service wis 
Special Article: \The Church and the Near East Refugeeso.°. 9. 
Two ecumenical leaders receive degrees from Catholic universit 


@Q ih OOOH ss 
-- 
&} 0M « © eo ae § 
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y 


ee effFefre De Fe 


To 


EPS Index/July-December, 1968 


World Council of Churches (continued) 


CCIA gives UN General Assembly WCC's actions on 58 issues 
East German bishop will dedicate organ in Geneva 
Memorial service honours Faith and Order pioneer 
New era’ for ecumenical council seen by WCC leader . 

Scholars study biblical authority in modern age. . 

Central Committee chairman replies on Czechoslovakia 
WCC’ leader welcomes cessation of bombing 


e e e e e 


Organ’ dedicated at Ecumenical Centre, a gift of Bast German churches 


Churchmen from three continents appraise Uppsala Assembly . 


Special Article: "Will Roman Catholics join the World Council of 


Cmairehos: wy tabiala AtialeasSiagnis "*. . 6, «2» «+. « .¢ 
Plans for WCC/Roman Catholic peace conference announced . 
Appreciation for Cardinal Bea's life voiced by Dr. Blake 


e e 


wec forms co-ordinating agency in development . 


Industrial chaplains in Europe express concern for structures . 


New emphases of ecumenical movement stressed by Dr. Blake P 


ote TOs ke: ce Oy: Ra a eG a Se I I a LS as er CR re 
Feature Article: "Heaven and Earth", by Claudette Marquet . 
Orthodox leader wants Catholics in World Council's ranks . 
Christmas message of WCC general secretary sent to the member 
Sees ot on rey oA 


World mission conference set for 171/72 by World Council of Churches 


Churches must give new lead in medical mission .«. «4. «+ -+-s-s 
New thrust for urban mission programme is AVOLOVET cos te epee 
“WCC leader shares in Anglican Communion . . + «+ »# + + + * aie 
Joint WCC/Roman Catholic Working Group meets in Rome .«...-s 


Karl Barth's contribution to ecumenical movement recalled b 
Peper meee SSS PALO Le etapa We hor yeriner’ er ae rs 
WSCF executive named to World Council post . . 


Appendix: Message from the World Council Presidents on Human Rights 


Committee discussing union of WCC/WCCE convenes . + + ++ * 
“WCC secretary for Caribbean named... - 


Joint WCC/Roman Catholic women's group holds exploratory Colo a, 


Bishop Robinson deplores mini Vatican citieS .. « « ¢ «© .« -« 

Two WCC-produced films win high honours . . 2 + 6 se 6 » ‘ 
All-India consultation on development to be held next year . 
Special Article: "Possibilities of Christian-Moslem dialogue" 


CATEGORY II: Substance 


Assemblies and Rallies (see also Fourth Assembly) 
Special Report: Searching for the new man and the new society 


by Alben ; OSL ROE cess Sit FP eres Wai ae Lae & a 
Youth given voting rights at Lutheran world assembly «+ «+ 


Assembly of European churches to focus on se 


rvice to God, man . 


. 


° 


World bodies of Reformed/Congregational churches to merge in 1970 


Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes 


Dr. Visser't Hooft sees "deep doubts" 

movement .-.- >» 
Six new member ch 
Nine RCs nominated to > On 
Section report on "Holy Spirit and 


threatening ecumenical 
urches a proved by WCC Assembly OF HP Ye 
Rg ELON EE TE in historical step - 

Catholicity" - +++ -* 


WCC general secretary reacts to statement of Nigeria's permanent UN 


‘Prophecy is discussed at WCC/Adventist consultation. . «s+. 
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Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes (continued ) 


Assembly encourages study of RC membership in World Council 
Malawi hospital is scene. of ecumenical co-operation . ... 

World Baptist body to study relations with other Christians 
Reformed churches may start dialogue with Roman Catholics 
Common lectionary seen as goal by Lutheran worship experts 
British dignitaries support Martin, Luther. King Fund. oo. wu 
Work campers construct Portuguese ecumenical centre. .... 
-Italy'"s Waldensians consider ecumenical activities ....... 
Observers take Communion at Roman Catholic conference . . 
Ecumenical ‘service for peace' planned at Mexico City. olympi 


ics 


ere Vea ee © We Vo Ve oe “SS SO 


WCC's Burope secretary visits Hungarian Churches ~.....%. 
Ecumenical youth, projects increase by 25 per cent... ~~. 


Free churches, to co-operate with British Council .... : 
Three U.S. groups approve common Nicene Creed text ., > Pee 
Spain" s’ Roman Catnolies pet Course on  SGimecnwi CM . « me « 2 @ os 
wocYVatican Joint, Working Group to meet in December... a 
Joint committee on development will seek regional associates. ¢ 
President Kaunda's speech highlights, Mindolo anniversary Bis thd 


Texas Protestant/Catholic councils will merge in February... . 
Ministry of deacons debated at ecumenical consultation .. . 


First intereontessicnal “hirchentaes se. FOL ok. we. fn eee 
Ecumenical youth council proposed for Europe’ ©. : 
Special Report: "New Dawn at Gurupi" by Claudette Marquet 
Memorial service honours Faith “and Order pioneer. s <. o e. 
Bishop/women dialogue on unity in Roman Catholic mass . . 


Special Article: "Week of Prayer for ...What?" by David Gill 
First united parish begins operation in Keisaseeirty Cerrer a 
Plans for WCC/Roman Catholic peace conference announced ; 
Catholic to work in Reformed Church. . ote ve lerey ere wale aa 
Fiji churches hold ecumenical "Bible Week" te age wou 9 « 
Theological conference in Rome discusses issues rb esos at Tiere 
WCC leader shares in Anglican Communion F 

'69 week of prayer for unity focuses on Christian freedom 

Joint WCC/Roman Catholic Working Group meets in Rome .. ‘ 
Joint WCC/Roman Catholic women's group holds exploratory talks : 
scottish Anglican allows inter-communion in new town .. . 2 Me 


Church Buildings and Architecture 


Religious groups protest immorality around Holy Places ..... 
Israel pays damages to additional churches ... »« « « « + « « « 
Bast German bishop will dedicate organ in Geneva ....+ +e -» 


Church-State Relations 


Member churches press governments to act on Nigeria relief. 
Correction: "Poland sentences two Church of Christ workers" (EPS- 


wot 20) e e e e e e e 2 e e e e ° e ~tihadees 


Greek synod modifies articles in new cbnstatutional draft » sid 


U.S.. churchmen give Vietnam views to Democratic platform committee 


Israel pays damages to additional churches . . P toa Vids 
Czech theologian sees continuation of Christian/llarxist dialogue 
Yugoslav Baptist paper laments Czech Sitmeatilonik .. pPheeH'. 


Japanese Christians see Czech crisis as threat to peace efforts ‘ 


Indian state passes law restricting conversions so. sf seamen 


Czech Protestants visit Germany and Switzerland .. 2... 2 4% 
Greek constitution passed; proselytism clause unchanged . . s% 
Italian Protestants reject special protection for religion .. 
Three more Spanish churches decide not to register . 4. ss «+ + 
Czechs' non-violent stand follows historical tradition, theolo Dos 
SAYS 6 www ia oo 0 ve ee a am Ne 


.Bites 
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Church-State Relations (continued) 


purge efsGreekebishopssst joge .ffiw 3 
vatholics in India seek court test of anti-cony eibh Yawe ott 5s: 
- ersion 1 

eg hg op eames to close Catholic colleges in Raraia? 

pecial Article: "Spanish Protestantism Today" Othe fina & 

SustiaaTawebibc.eyoo?. 6fA, ngiseriso, an oday" by the Rev. Thomas 

Ghana .Presbyterians protest against pro BBad LoPheda eegow goreus 

. posal to secularize school 
50th anniversary of Czech Brethren observed in the spirit cof fine f 
Yugoslav bishops appeal for Christmas holiday . 
Two more Greek bishops resign . AA 


Church Union Negotiations 


U.S. church-union-scheme termed*part of renewal ....... 
Three tasks confront U.S. church union consultation . fs 
Okinawan church forms ties with United Church in Japan 
Anglican archbishops change timetable for unity vote ...... 
Pull representation for Blacks sought in union consultation. . 
Texas Protestant/Catholic councils will merge in PODGUGl YE ee apd 
World bodies of Reformed/Congregational churches to merge in 1970 
Welsh *churches report progress in union talks ..... 


e e ° e e 


Confessional and Denominational Life and Structure 


Dr. Marshall named successor to Dr. Fry as LCA president ... 
yix New member churches ‘approved by WCC Assembly . .. «4 «6 « 
Conservative Reformed churches oppose World Council membership 
Italy"s Waldensians consider ecumenical activities ..... 
United Church of Canada studies new.type of bishop 5 
Rhodesian SCM secretary elected Methodist bishop . P 
Mission role seen passing to the younger churches . , 
Canadian, U.S. Anglicans set first joint meeting . ° 
UsSer"Disciples" form the Christian Church .... . ‘ 
Tensions plaguing German churches noted at EKD synod 4 
Greek church asks nation to help recruit priests . . : 
Pentecostal churches grow in Romania .....s. « ; 
American Lutheran church acts on social questions. . ar 
Federation proposed for eight churches in East Germany .... . 
Vv 


e ° e . > 


United Church in Japan transfers power to districts. . 
Special Article: "Spanish Protestantism Today" by the Re 
2. erent aia fale “ota lata io Gar dw he ee eT i PPR ee HE 


Conscientious Objectors and Military Exemption 


Assembly statement on justice and peace « . 4 « + + + « © « # 
U.S. "Disciples™ form the Christian Church «+ «46 «+ + «+ ¢ # + @ 


Beoromic Development 


Rich and poor nations gap scored by Assembly speakers .. .- 


Development is "new name for peace", Indian economist tells Assembly 


Youth urge positive action to close rich-poor nations gap... - 
Development emphasis underlined in TOA EPR oes, oa ag oe, es 


e £ V2 wo & 2 & 2 


Rich nations won't be bankrupt aiding poor, British economist notes 


Orthodox participation, focus on world problems cited as Assembly 


ertistel Cals Ati tel *.i fs. Peews Ue Mel Beh of Lok pat pelo 
Section report on economic, social development .. «+ +« « « * 
WCC leader quotes Uppsala action on world development . .« « «+ + 
3-year term for Roman Catholic nega amie secretary approved . 
World Methodists map war on hunger, pover Wh Ry Sel, Bah Lo Pe Nay oa de 
Roman Catholic commission approves joint development programme 


WCC leader welcomes proposals made to World Bank «.« « «+ # # « 


e oe ° e e e e e e ° . 
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Economic Development (continued) 


Joint committee on development will seek regional dsveetavte 
Three’ actions to aid. development voted by West German churches 


o 8 


Church committeé says. migration no alternative to industrialization 


“Special Réport:- "New Dawn at Gurupi" by Claudette Marquet». .°. 


British Counéil of Churches backs Christian Aid focus on development 


U.S? church’ women-sponsor development seminars, progectssivds 

One day's pay for world's hungry. suggested by British Baptists 
Baste Vites 3% Lor déve lopmentsaldioweie widen SRiddbrae aoe 
WCC ‘forms “co6-ordinating agency in development . ». . w/e 
New "emphases of ecumenical movement stressed by Dr. Blake 
Canadian churchmen join forces to attack world poverty . 
Two German churches top 3% for deveLopment aid Shots S229; : 
Church of Braunschweig votes 4.6% 1... «0. ee : 
All-= ‘India consultation on development to be hela next year. 3 


Education . 


Education ‘explosion calls churches to be "brassily practical"...... 
yemindry <envolmént up atisome ULoi institut ene i ene oe 
Enrdlment in Czech religious classés Tises ies 4onnec mee eacine 
Ecumenical seminary “moves to Warsaw sh .o%8) 2a. 
Anglican students want more practical training . 
Spain's Roman Catholics set course'on ecumenism . ‘ 
Graduate school opens 17th .session at,Bossey.. i. .8. % 
Key ‘elements of evangelism said to be dialogue, servic 


OM » 


Enroiments at Hungarian seminaries given .... 
Bangalore citizenship school graduates first class. 
Theological Education Fund supports varied projects 
Committee discussing union of WCC/WCCE convenes... 
Two WCC ‘staff members attend Africa consultation 


e ° ° s ° e e 
° 
e 
e e 2 e e e e ° e e ° ° 


Ethics 


Bio-medical researchers confer with theologians on human experiments 


N.2. student's withdraw contvacepr iver macho nes TiN Gie se os esse feene 


Evangelism 


Christ-like, lives are key, to evangelism, Dr. Blake ‘says .. ‘ 
section report on "Renewal in Mission" . , Fh a he 
Is Church's mission changing? Lutheran consultation. to ask aie 
Indian state passes law restricting conversions . 2. «6s «+ «+e+-« 
Key elements of evangelism said to be dialogue, service... . 
Giant apartment complexes pose obstacle to evangelism, Methodist 
journal reports . . eetiakihe ka bebe ehe Ga ak ae Sot. rt. th ote ae 
Catholics in India seek court test Of anti-conversion laws *". 6s 
Common market fon-evangelism advVoOCated 2.) ssa wie 8 8 al epee 


Family Life - 

Assembly statement. on "new styles of living" ... 

Birth control encyclical provokes heated debate . 

Belgian, church allows. choice on encypitcat PET 

French Protestant comments on Pope's encyclical . 

Washington Lutherans support dissident priests °. 

Pope's message calls German Catholics to obedience 

Old Catholic bishop approves family planning in principle 4 

South African migratory. labour system denounced by Dutch Reformed 
Ghurnmches ae: poi pel Odi do beth 6 ieee. lena aa” wie oe & oe be el oe 

Roman Catholic commision approves joint development programme... 


e e * e e 
e ° J e ° 
es e s . ° ° 
e ° . € ° o 
. . se © ° e 


British bishops .take mild stand on encyclical ..«.«.«.6.«.« «.# ¢ 


e s ° e s s s 
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Family Life (continued) 


German church commissions examining sexual ethics 
Swiss Protestants issue family, planning statement 


Festivals and Anniversaries 
enter 


tinned Malagasy Christians at Sesquicentennial rites iy pd 
i fo ar iene Ee eg gene aeederting 3 Sent to the member 
20th» anniversary: of Czech Brethren observed in ne binge’ OF HOS 
the spirit of Hus 
Austrians Mark 150th anniversary of world's great Bhi etka db avnd 


Fourth Assembly 


WCC 4th Assembly opens with pageantry and solemn call f g 

: . Y 1@) Me 
Run risks of renewal, Dr. Blake urges Assembly Se etinn 
Final report of Dr. Fry read to WCC opening session 
Youth want vote, not only voice, WCC leader says 


e e oe 


F 4 ? i e s e e e 
Pope's "credo" statement seen directed mainly at progressives within 


me -Cnur@enrsiV.cd+ol-té snididod 6h.hes.otathe Uletoh ells 
Dr. Visser't Hocft sees "deep doubts" threatening ecumenical 

movement ‘ bude $54.6. 808090 .Btolativia,ooiiusoges. sag 
Churches share in $1,000,000 poultry .project for i.orthwest Greece 
WCC survey draws profile of Assembly participants 


International affairs’ specialists convene for pre-Assembly meeting 


James Baldwin, Lord Caradon decry "white racism" |. 
Youth petition. Assembly; affirm hope: inoWCCo.¥) 308 2 
- Rich and poor nations gap scored by Assembly speakers 
Youth seek.larger role.in Assembly proceedings “. .%. ys 
Dutch theologian speaks on "finality of Jesus Christ' g 
Assembly to retain.police protection .. wie... ; 
Assembly°hears views of those outside WCC:. so. .0. foe oa, 
Dr. Blake calls speech-.by Father .Tucci."important event" ©, 
Pope and -.Ecumenical Patriarch send. greetings to WCC Assembly 
Russian prelate urges stand on aggression... . 2. 2.4 2 «©. 
King+.0f Sweden.is guest.at.Soderblom.home . 2. « « « «%@iRO% 
Six new member churches approved by WCC Assembly «2... «2. «2 « . 
Nine RC's nominated to WCC Commission in historical step... 
U Thant message praises WCC for its support in UN objectives 
Wreath laid on grave of Dag Hammarskj6ld) . 1 1. 2 4 ee as 
Development is "new name for peace", Indian economist tells 
ASSCMOLY: 4g 0 8 ee SLOW. SPUN eT ee e OF SS OIG eg TOG t sable , 
Behind the scenes army keeps Assembly running « «© « «e+ « «+ « 
Action for human rights called urgent by Assembly speakers |... » 


e e 


e ° 


e e ° e e 


° ry + £ 6 & 


° © ° ° e 


Minority monopolies seen gaining new power . 4 + 4 + + + + « 
Archbishop of Canterbury "uncompromising" on mixed marriages 


DDR, Burmese, Greek delegates unable to attend 4th Assembly... 
Dr. Robert W. Mance, delegate, succumbs at 05). 2. 6 6 wee wee 
Bibles needed to feed "hunger of minds" . 2 « 6 6 4 6 4 4 2 ee 
Education explosion calls churches to be "brassily practical". . 
Radio-TV. bring Assembly to homes of millions... +... . 


No change of. Christian-Marxist ideological dialogue, Russian leade 


GAVE. shiek am Nh Cok wi em ke ee NWSE AL NIGH MEI GBOGMYE 8 noo 
Eeument cat symbol in new design for Assembly... WII bOGe MeO Te 
Assembly youth condemn war in Vietnam . 4. + «+ «+ « + + + ; 

Films are integral part of Assembly sessions ++... - . 
Assembly to get request for $3,000,000 in Biafra aid «. i 
Assembly hears analysis of Church role in revolutionary wor 


Photos, speeches describe churches' work to meet human needs 


° 2 * * ° * . 


7, ot oe ae ST OF TS AHS 
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Fourth Assembly (continued) 


Ma,jjior study presented on churches and mass media ~.°.% ° 
700 Press,.Radio/TV reporters covering Assembly proceedings 
Christ-like lives are key to evangelism, Dr. Blake says 

Newness of world seen forcing churches to "gamble" .. . 
Czech Communists now see new dimension of need, Hromadka says 
Russian Baptist leader tells of Church's life in ible et ecu 2 LT 
Youth urge positive action to close rich-poor nations gap... % 

senator NSGRSL DEK UE char Mops eos Tea Criticism of U.Ss.Vaectnam 


DOL LG a Se a akon . . + ath uck oR ee ae Se a Cee : 
Assembly gets pfT ital attendance. TODOL Ds coo ad ‘favtav bin $ 
Exhibit by Sister Mary Corita contributed to Assembly otra ‘arte ; 
Assembly statement on justice and peace... eel et ett 
Assembly statement on "new styles of living" ~-. Ae Sad 


Assembly approves major document on worship s~s 2. 2]. 
U.S. chureh union (scheme “termed ‘part of yenewal yoy. i). 
Orthodox.Communion»servicetattAssembly so) 2. 25.0% 

World crying for.trustworthy leaders, Indonesian speaker says 
south African leader fears violence if churches fail to act ¥ 
Assembly.approves $3 million Nigerian conflict: aid appeal 
Message of the Fourth Assembly . .°. PORTS ey ¥ @% 
Assembly calls.for,immediate.end.to bombing of North Vietnam 
WCC sends representatives. to 'Nigerian war talks°.°.°.°0>. 2. %% 
Middle.East resolution stirs long debate .. 
Highlights of final actions» .°... Og. IU, OF 
M.M. Thomas named Central Committee chairman ’ 
section report on "Holy Spirit and tabbed saat 
Section report.on "Renewal:sin Mission"... . 
section report.on economic, social development 
Assembly.elects 120:»to;Central- Committee on oo. 
Assembly names .six. new presidents... 4s. 


° . e . e * e ° 


e e e e ° J e e ° s 


e hHt+e 8s «6 ei eh ee 5 © 


Assembly .encourages study of RC membership in World Councils. 
Development emphasis .underlined in ICA report’. «.. ‘ 
Youth analysis. .of delegates: too old, too: wordy, too ready to 

Gompkromise “JNeve snetzogmi”". foowl. tehvet vd. tdsece aliso * 


Assembly resolution onoVietnamesss. base Aozeiye . : 

Assembly.resolution on.the.conflhict between Nigeria and the former. 
eastern region. .. ea.c8 Feeun ate nebewe to» ms 

Assembly.resolution on the “Middle Bast: OTGGe. eosoguso. redsios ; 

Orthodox-participation, focus on world eg hgh cited as Assembly 
gains .&svs 690. OU Ate 


Central Committee confirms two "Roman. Catholics: to WCC Working Group 
Urbanizati6én séenszasotrendiafhthe, future, tet. sane wea” Bi themes lo. 
UN:High Commissioner. praises,WCC,refugee work . . . « .« »« -Willseené 
Rich nations-won't.be bankrupt aiding poor, British economist notes 


Study on non-violence approved as tribute to Martin Luther King... «. 


Special Report: Assembly.defined ultimate goals and immediate 
erises for’ Church2*by Vaughans Hintonbonw” .vuvdistak? to-tehes 
Central Committee, members) .). o ob. x96 A “ie 
Official. denies Catholic observers “took Communion at Uppsala , 
Faith and order working group welcomes woman, Roman Cathed ee P 
WCC leader quotes Uppsala action on world development. 
Uppsala report. will appear in print next month ..°). 
Resource materials on Uppsala Assembly . .:. 2.1. 6 wea 


Post, Uopsale. symposium held in, New, York u°. 6 + « ee ae 
New era for ecumenical. council seen by WCC leader .. sm 
Churchmen from three continents appraise Uppsala Assembly . 
Basle votes 3% for. development: eidy [diacseA .16 antag [pans tie, 
WCC forms co-ordinating agency in development... 5 ° 
New emphases of ecumenical movement stressed by Dr. Blake ah ote i 
Theological conference in Rome discusses issues raised at U 


e ° e ° . e » e 
° e e e e 7 ° 7 e e 2 . 


° a e e e 2 ° e e e e e e e e e ° 2 e ° . 


° ° ° e e . ° e ° ° . ry 
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General 
Photo Oikoumene No. 6+ ++(Fourth 
Photo Qikoumene No. 7. , 4 ‘: poise ee pad 
{Photo Qikoumene No. 8. ...(. "> ro" Re . > 205 
‘Photo Oikoumene No. 9 e's. (>." Ly 
Photo Oikoumene No. 10 . -¢ " a he 
Photo Oikoumene No. 11 my, P 


Photo Oikoumene No. 12. 220-2 it 
‘Photo Oikoumene No. 13... 
» Photo Qikoumene No. 14. , 


Information 


“Christian communications specialists form new world-wide agency 
“Films are) integral part of Assembly sessions } 
~Radio-TfV. bring: Assembly to’ homes of millions §.3. 2. 2 .04ha we 
_Exhibit by Sister Mary Corita contributed to Assembly ..4 : 
700 press,:radio/TV reporters covering: Assembly proceedings .4 
~ Major study presented’ on-churches and mass media ....°% 

WCC films shown at’ Edinburgh Festival 2.0. wou. wos 
Lavoe s 14% Teceiv cs? Award! qq) Gl Loqigv (mgmgh jeqgeybks .yeksal, 
-Groups:of Christian "telly watchers" formed in’ England. 
--Resouree:materiais: on Uppsala Assembly 689% GOuod Geing 
~'U.5.*Cchurch agencies endorse. new film rating system . 

‘Christian radio station for: Asia to be inaugurated .. . 

International Protestant station dropped i... 4G 
“’Two WCC-produced: films win high honours ..%. +... % 


° e © «© @ 
7. e © @ @ +8 


Inter-—Church Aid 


Churches’ share in» $1,000,000 poultry project for northwest’ Greec 
_ Photos, speeches describe churches' work to meet human need... 
Assembly to get request for $3,000,000 in Biafra-aid .. 48 24 

‘Assembly approves $3 million Nigerian conflict aid appeal... 

Development emphasis underlined in ICA report . .. . 2. 2. « e+- 


e e e * e . ° ° e 


e 


Special Report: Statement on Nigerian relief by the International 


Committee of the Red Cross, World Council of Churches, Caritas ~ 


>. Internationalis and’ UN Children’s Pund 2 Bee es 
~Third WCC team off to Nigeria; churches step up relief supplies 
~-New Asian relief team preparing for Vietnam..... 


Ncei acts on tran car tnquake Shi, + COMPS UIQ AHS Way. af sqm 
“Churches' relief. goods in new air-shuttle to Biafra. . | 
. Funds sought for paving in Delta ministry project... ... . 


‘Sccttish church's appeal: brings record sum for Biafra relie 
WCC appeals for $100,000 to aid Iran earthquake victims Be. NA 
WCC to supply post-war needs in Nigeria/Biafra°.% we... 
WCC pledges funds to build Jordan refugee shelters . . 4s. » 
Fourth WCC’ medical team leaves for Nigeria... 2 6 + 2 6 . 
Churches’ respond to WCC appeal for Iran. . b ; Be 
Churches’ aid to Nigeria/Biafra hits new peak in September . 
Programme of assistance sent out for Czechoslovaks in Austria 
Churches contribute tents, stoves to Iranian quake victims . 
Australian team recruited for Nigeria/Biafra service ..... 
“Appeal made for India's flood victims... 2 1 ee ee ees 
British Christians beat devaluation... -« I UALBOr: :. 


e 
° 
° 
e 
e 
oe 


“ British Council of Churches backs Christian Aid focus on developmen 


Churches land 4,800 tons of food/medicines in Biafra . . ss. 
WCC General Secretary reacts to gtatement of Nigeria's permanent 


: UN re resentative 7) e e ° je) efor e Me Ve es e e , ° e 
re Wort Counc! I of Churches gives more aid to Nigeria/Biafra as fe 
-. president of Lebanon confers honour on WCCO representative . « « 
~~ Some pre-fab shelters reach Jordan; many Tf 


° 
e 
e 
° 
e 
e 
e 


° 
e 
° 


e . e e ~~ a 


° 


efugees face bleak winter 
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Inter-Church Aid (continued) 


Commission for aid in Vietnam voted by divisional committee 
WCQ appeals’ to Israel on.fefugées ~.. Pye SY. On Biren 
Plane on mercy .Tlight to’.Biafra’ crashes .. <6.” OW Srom 
Churches! food programme in Biafra intensified §. .o) vam 


e. ° . e 


Inter-Confessional Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 


Dr. Blake calls speech by Father Tucci "important event" 
Assembly .hears’.views .of those ovtside WCC .. . aw .0 @emam 
Nine RCs nominated to WCC commission in historical step. . 
Bossey conference draws churchmen from outside WCC ; 
Reformed churches may start dialogue with Roman Catholics . 
Methodist/Roman Catholic talks consider Eucharist ...%-. 
Christian Medical Commission outlines goals in first meeting 
Lutherans expand bilateral theological discussions  .'.+... % 
Glasgow Protestants/Roman Catholics mount joint programme agains 
Lawlessness 124°.) > Ul Sstood HISTSOGSs VOSGES 
Dutch Lutherans/Catholics conclude baptism agreement . 
Presbyterians accept former Dutch Reformed ministers . 
Ecumenical leaders address Roman Catholic businessmen . 
American Methodists, and Catholics’ confer ....°. % « ». * 


U.S., Presbyterian women meet East; Buropeans 4.9%. f= % 
Bishop/women dialogue on unity in Roman Catholic mass 
Prophecy is discussed at WCC/Adventist consultation . 
Anglican/Roman Catholic co-operation on regional level urged at 
Malta 0 ee sp ee “se BAHOGH NM Ohh eff pW enivl BT ehoouherh—ae. m 


eo” 0° Be” tel jer jot per fe” BY BS? aitje” 0” of « 


a 
e 
e 
° 
e 
° 
° 


Inter-Faith Relations, Contacts and Exchanges 


Feature Story: "A Study on Conversations with People of Other. 
Religions Agreed by World Council's Mission Division" by Wilbert 
Forker e e e e e e e e e e e e ° e e e e e e e e e ° e e e e ° e 

Special Article: "Possibilities of Christian-Moslem Dialogue" ... 


International Affairs, War and Peace 


International affairs specialists convene for pre-Assembly meeting 
Russian prelate urges stand on aggression. . ° ° b Whe b 
Action for human rights called urgent by Assembly speakers ‘crow Ww 
Development is "new name for peace", Indian economist tells Assembly 
U Thant message praises WCC for its support in UN objectives ... 
Senator McGovern scores "self-righteous" criticism of. U.S. Vietnam 
policy tof iss ; 8 ee cor bd ef eotearde Bt Aneuites ete bP 
Assembly statement on justice and DER CE & + SOO “OOS wa® aleoane 
Section Report. on economic, social development. ape oe 
Third WCC team off to Nigeria; churches step up relief supplies ° 
WCC representatives to see Emperor Selassie. on Nigeria .....« « . 
Anglican bishops at Lambeth call, for peace in Nigeria . . «6 + +s . 
Member churches press governments to act on Nigeria relief ... 
WCC leader cables East European churches on Czechoslovak crisis ... 
Special Report: Statement on Nigerian relief by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, World Council of Churches, Caritas 


' © © © © & @ 


Internationalis and UN, Children! s> Pund, .. of se pot 9) foto ne. OF Pm © ° 
Stop Press: . CCIA director cites previous WCC actions relevant to 
Ogech comitsts) es moy. acy Te . ay mec de ~ jpect phi ye ° 1 Pn Po ® 


wec officers call for removal of Soviet troops from Czechoslovakia 
Czech churches ask prayers of fellow Christians . 2. « + « «+ +6 + « « 
Christian bodies react to Czechoslovak crisis ... . ay : 
U.S. churchmen give Vietnam views to democratic platform committee. 
New -Asian réMicf team preparing cf or Wiket nam) Yor ced err coy cated oF co. dorcech, Feecee 
Czech refugee situation under surveillance by churches ..... . 
Czech philosopher hits occupation Oy Derce.. << sa see eer eo 
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International Affairs, War and Peace (continued) 


“Czech pastors commit themselves to "passive resi i 
Stop Pres : WCC asks $20,000 to aia Gaech iadtidisem, domain Pe 
sae iL aeeiiaig, tee of all Christian churches in 
jzechoslLovakia to the public insi i 
Romanian churches join piriotiatet) ; oi ae “four an ein 
Noted Czech Christian terms Soviet action "tragic error" |... 
Latin American church and society group condemns Czech occupation 
Message of Czech Christians advises patience, "consolidation" 
Two Hungarian church journals comment on Czech situation 
WCC to supply post-war needs in Nigeria/Biafra ...... 
Decentralization of youth work in Czechoslovakia reported . 
Fourth WCC medical team leaves for Nigeria .......e ; 
World's responsibilities for victims. in Nigeria stressed by lay 
ey s as 8 re fe se re eed a RE PER PG Tate ee he ER 
Czech theologian sees continuation of Christian/Marxist dialogue 
CCIA director assesses human rights situation-at: Paris conference 
Yugoslav Baptist paper laments Czech situation . 4... see 
Japanese Christians see Czech crisis as threat to peace efforts 
Bast European churches react to WCC's Czech statement 
Hungarian church council comments on Czech events ...«... 
Churches' aid to Nigeria/Biafra hits new peak in September 
Christian Peace Conference will continue despite differences 
Australian team recruited for Nigeria/Biafra service ... 
Japanese, U.S. churchmen confer on security pact... . 
Two British missionaries killed by Nigerians ..4.... 
CCIA gives UN General Assembly WCC's actions on 58 issues 
Greék church asks nation to help recruit priests .... 
“American Lutheran church acts on social questions ... . 
Central Committee “chairman replies on Czechoslovakia . . 
WCC “leader welcomes cessation of bombing ....4 +4646 -. 
‘Hromadka says danger of cynicism challenges Czech churches 
World “Council of Churches gives more aid to Nigeria/Biafra’.. 


. e 


° e e e e > * 


e e e e e ° @ 
e e s e e e e ° s ° e ° 


e 
e 
e 
e 
e 
e 
e 
e 
° 


WCC “General Secretary reacts to statement of Nigeria's permanen U 


POPPGeeRCeeive 7 f ae ce te 8 oe ee ee Ee FE oP eee SHSTs 
‘Plans for WCC/Roman Catholic peace conference announced’. os 60% 
Opposite views of Czech events held by Russian/British churchmen 
Methodists vote $2 million for Vietnam rehabilitation . . 1. « «'. 


‘Egyptian Christians ask UN aid to avert disaster + + ss # 2 4 
Appendix: Letter from Coptic Church leaders to fellow Christians 
“Dutch theologians plead for contact with Moscow... + « « «+s 


Commission for aid in Vietnam voted by divisional committee .. 
Vietnam settlement will not be palatable, Monitor editor says .- 
Two WCC staff members attend Africa consultation . . « «+s + 
Churches! food programme in Biafra TAPtenSst fied CVG AL WYIOsG .o% 


Laity. 


Assembly statemént on’ "new styles of living" .- + ss ss sss 
Hanover synod clears way for lay Rocke care ee ae eee ew eeee 


Literature and Publications. 

Bibles needed to feed "hunger of 2 apna ry gale le CST I 
Translators from 17 countries attend seminar on Bible work 
Uppsala report will appear in print mext month ...- « « 
Scholars study biblical authority in modern age .-+- «+=: » 
‘Fiji churches hold écumenical "bible Weekr’ . Vile telsese « 
'69 week of prayer for unity focuses on Christian freedom 
fsNew name for mission (rie ete ea eee Oe S 


se ° e s . e * 
a s ° 2 . ° . 
* . . e ° . *. 


. oO ° J e 


&+ 83 6s & 0. af tr, O64 Ge Eee % Be Sh, OH MM. Hey OH BD OH By MHF 
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Liturgy and Forms of Worship 


Assembly approves major document on worship ws. . .%.8 % 
Common he Cade seen as goal by Lutheran worship experts 
Church gaa s prayer tayiintemnatinonalijzedio aimemowh. ty fet oe 
Three U.S. groups approve common Nicene Creed text .... 
£ panes dialogue on unity in Roman Catholic mass ... . 


e e e e e 
e . 8 

© Ww ic 48 “se 
s © Bia wf 


Marxism 
No chance of Christian-Marxist ideological dialogue, Russian leader 
oan aphakiardeen ween oceupationsby. force , : Hise to v3 ‘7 ‘ 
Czech theologian sees continuation of Christian/Marxist dialogue . 
Ministry 
United Church of Canada studies new type of bishop... ee 


Ecumenical ‘service for peace' planned at Mexico City Olympics es 
Hanaver wynod .cclearg.way chor slay mimistens eset?! aac duchies oA ereet os 


Missions 


Section report on "renewal in MiSSion" 6656. ele borne 
Urbanization seen as trend of the future ...... 

Malawi hospital is scene of ecumenical co- operation 
Mission role seen passing to the younger churches . 
"Indianization" of church personnel is urged... 
EACC conferences on urban, industrial mission set .. 
Indian state passes law restricting conversions.... 


° 2 ° es ° e e 
e es e e . e e e 
e 


Korean Presbyterians send missionaries to Ethiopia... . 

Number of Congregational missionaries declines..... . ; 
American Baptists give funds to organize communities ...... . 
New view of mission outlined at Australian consultation 

Three U.S. missionaries believed lost in Congo... +. Seger: 
Feature: "The World of Route 128" by Scott I. Paradise *No. 1 
Industrial chaplains in Europe express concern for structures . 
Feature: "No Stranger to the Port" by Frances S. Smith *No. 2 
Multilateral relations in India urged by U.S. mission executives 
U.S. Catholic order affiliates with National Council Division .. . 


World mission conference set for '71/72 by World Council of Churches 


Churches must give new lead in medical mission ..... 
New thrust for urban mission programme is approved . ¢ 
Common market for,evangelism, advocated in emere evens 0.0 w@ @ « 
Wreckage of mission plane found in Congo... ‘ ‘ ’ 
Changing role of missionary explored at DOM assembly Sie EM a hn 
Feature Story: "A Study on Conversations with People of Other 
Religions Agreed by World Council's Mission Division" by Wilbert 
Forker . +. 5 : , ACB. 
World Council official returns “from Asian evangelism conference é 
WSCF executive named ito) Wonlée-é ounedl wpe. VW bates lane wu wae .s 
World. consultation om, seamentesworkearl op sAOn anaes a we Ce. wd 
New name for mission journals. <.. . . F «Us tenes 
Feature: "A Korean Mission to Labour and Industry" by George Ogle 


e e e e 


e ® . e e 


Mga: thay sts Vii pos idl srs ‘enw tex 


*Urban-Industrial Mission Series 


Mixed Marriages 


Archbishop .of Canterbury "uncompromising" on mixed marriageS .. . 
Anglican bishop performs wedding for. son marrying Roman Catholic ~. 


Spokesman for Ecumenical Patriarchate terms Onassis marriage 
"canonicallywvalid" sreparsnge fox Vietnam « Fon 6 2s ho a 
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Orthodox Churches 


‘No chance of. Christian-Marxist ee pe dialogue, Russian leader 
says . a e . e . 


' Orthodox participation, toeus on world problems citea as “hesenbly 
gains: «: .* . ; 

~Special Article: "The Role. of Dbthbdbay within. the “woo 
Rapid growth of Greek Orthodox parishes in Britain reported 
Special Article: -An Interview with Metropolitan Nikodim 
New purge of Greek bishops ha Ad, 

Egyptian Christians ask UN aid to avert disaster 
Opposite views of Czech events held by Russian/British churchmen 
Appendix: Letter from Coptic Church leaders to fellow Christians 
_Two more Greek bishops resign... Pepe WA go x le athe an ale hey 
‘piasdailannis church splits over hereditary leadership . 


° ‘ ° ° e 7” 


e e e e e ° e e 


persion fies 


Final report of Dr. Fry read to WCC opening séhed one Lange , 
Dr. Marshall named successor to Dr. Fry as LCA President ... 
James Baldwin, Lord Caradon decry "white racism". iy 
Rich and poor nations wn scored by opting oe speakers (Ward and 
ONS ) uk: wiediventuam. » y 
Dutch theologian speaks on ‘"finekity of Serotis Christ" (Bemichof,) 
Assembly hears views of. those outside WCC (Tucci, Krust, Bertram) 
.Dr.. Blake. calls speech by Father Tucci nace a event" brepntesenk, 
King of. Sweden is guest: at Soderblom home. . 


<r erhohent iW. Mance, delegate gcsuccumbs! at:16 Stel Hh oct. ot Sei Lemont co Dorrie 
“M.M,. Thomas named Central Committee chairman $ .. «... F 
Assemctly names six new ie pe ee Niles, “Smith, 
ibamne, -2ulu) win: caotde nt za, be 
Central Committee: confirms two ‘Roman. Catholics. to WCC working group 
(Lanne, Medina). HeHMUOS eu ate 
Study on non-violence approved . as tribute to ‘Martin Luther King 4 
World Student Christian Federation elects new leadership ...<. 
Dougias:sHoxton gichurch union sadvocate:, dies satel hvene cadet berm ce deus 
New ‘executives added to WCC divisions .. OS one. selotdcds ie 
World YWCA .adds staff from Africa, New Zealand ee ee 
Two British missionaries: killed by Nigerians «6 6 «5 o kér ie 


’ President Kaunda's speech highlights Mindolo anniversary . 
Two ecumenical leaders .receive degrees from Catholic university ae ii 


New bishop of Austrian church installed... iF Bee 
Memorial service honours Faith and Order pioneer (Horton) ~~ 
Appreciation for Cardinal Bea's life voiced by Dr. Blake -s-w 
President of Lebanon confers honour on WCC representative ..\ «+ + 


Bishop Lilje treated for lung tuberculosis .. . 

Karl Barth's contribution to ecumenical movement recalled by Dr. 

Se PLS ft etary F SK MOD Méle BOE Sd Gel BOTs MOTI, ct oot Sa etl.o 
WSCF executive named "£0 Worl Council pat ¢édmwel,eseced ont exte cepde 
- Bishop Barbieri honoured by Bolivian Government... - tet eot for 


Personal Liberty, Morality 


Methodist minister's passport withdrawn by South Africa oe 
- Czech''s alae stand follows historical tradition, theologian 
says e co e e oe s e e ° > e e e e e ° e e e e ° . . e 


~ South Af side : 'torture! case settled out of court 

South Africa expelling German Lutheran pastor... 
Italians ask Greek primate bee sc o'Veitoo dite 
Church editor in Kenya -force o.resi i dans esd ° 
arene. U.S. missionary told.to quit south Africa 5 
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Race Relations 


James; Baldwin, Lord. Garadon decry. "white racism"... . 1% » 
Action for human rights called urgent by Assembly speakers ~ 
South, African leader fears; violence,dif, churches fail. to.act.., 
Assembly statement on justice and peace. . ; a la ; 
British dignitaries support: Martin, Luther King, Fund. mg ete hey 
Clergyman is, first. Negro, nominated. for, President ¢..65 .. 
Funds, sought for,paming. in Delta, Ministry. project os « a eo hts 
Methodist minister's passport withdrawn by South Africa 
NCC backs economic boycotts, of firms which. discriminate. 
South African, council. of. churches, terms apartheid. "a false faith" 
Australian churehes approve sanctions against RP MECH are 


. . ° ° e 


Staff consultant on race appointed by FO nae le meen. as PE ee geet oy 
Presbyterians accept former, Dutch, Reformed ministers. oni cp > cee hacer 
Full representation for Blacks sought in union eansul tation . , 
be South, African clergymen,rejeet.government -iInbiIMidathonmenines. « s 
Several British clergymen+condemn,Powell,.proposals .. ., .G@3i¥si590& 


‘Racial, sensitivity. sare youncoversoWhite, Mac Lemy . wt om deqcery fe 
U.S, Episcopalmans; aot] against wpartheld »oesesoue borane fledeve 


Refugees, Migrants and Relief 


pei war statement on. justice avid \weacett-"} pao eiGesy 
UN High Commissioner .praises WCC refugee work .™% 
New Zealand Christians to adopt Vietnam orphans wo. 
WCC. asks $20,000 to aid Czech refugees sim Austria i. 
Germen air- -lift to Biefraihdass temuplaines envereats e 
Czech refugee situation under surveillance by churches a esaodt. 
EACC survey reports Laos needs 'criticales. . ~xXfe. somanm vas 
WCC pledges funds to build Jordan refugee shelters (8 w...0 (LEG. eee 
U.S. council of churches discusses Arab refugees, law-sand order... 
youth African migratory labour .system denounced by .Dutch Refarmed 

ohurches! TPRisy ue 4, - ; 7A? eoreiled veon. no whe 
New Zealand changes poli ayy following church criticism 


. > @ . 
e 

° p . 

. 7. @ . 
2 
° 


Church ‘committee says migration no alternative’ to rims 5 tenstecleee ares 
special Article: "The Church and the Near East ai togrele: by Wscibixest W'S 


Forker ° . e e e e e e e ve 
Greek church seus haven: to help recruit priests: é 


Some -pre-fab shelters’ reach Jordan; many refugees face bleak eat a 


WCC aca igi to Israel on rp Rabe Me: 1990. oy lacey wmbhsal. [rod nemsros 


Religious Liberty bee. 
Russian Baptist leader tells of Church's: life in USSR... i ere 


hare ge "Poland sentences two Church of Christ workers" (EPS 
N 20 ° e 2 . ° e e e ° o e ° ° e i e 
One Baptist church registered under new Spanish Lawn. an 3 BRC Sis 


Indian state passes Law restricting conversions *. bain. ae 


Catholics in India seek court test: of anti-conversion laws. tae ce my 


Archbishop threatens to close Catholic colleges in Kerala. . 


WCC 4th Assembly opens with pageantryand solemn call, for nenewa ls 
Rur risks of srenewal, Dre Blake urges Assembly. ...«.+4«.+4¢e¢- 
Newness of world seen forcing churches to "gamble": feos’. ce ia%s 
U.S. ‘church unton scheme ‘termed “part /of renewal sail feauws- cohuts 
World crying ‘for :trustworthy leaders, Indonesian speaker says ‘ 
Message of ‘the ‘Fourth Assembly faak. beatélosycedt ene Wark bs: , 
section report‘on "renewal in mission" - blot wxsnetéein:.2.8 + 
Pope encourages renewal efforts in Latin America ...-.+ +++. - 


Youth demonstrations mark Refomation Day in Germany ...+-+ = - 
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Sacraments 


Assembly approves|major:;document on worship .o.5. 2... . ae 
Official denies. Catholic’ observers took Communion at Uppsala 
Lambeth. conference acts on, inter-communion, women 

Zambian. bishops. recognize baptism in other churches 
‘Methodist/Roman. Catholic talks consider Eucharist 

“Observers. take Communion at Roman Catholic conference 
Dutch. Lutherans/Catholics. conclude baptism agreement . 
“Christian. wedding hall for Japan. syoeLb estlodtso.,ensisdtud 
Canadian Anglicans) permit women to assist in serving Communion. 

WCC. leader shares. in Anglicam: Communion’ iswcuoues bso. 
“Scottish Anglican allows inter-communion in new town . 


. 

. . > . 
. 
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Social, Political and Legal Problems, and Christian Action 


fAssembly statement on “new styles of diving" .. 


Minority monopolies seen gaining new power , te ee ee eee 
Czech. Communists now see new dimension of need, Hromodka-says 
“Assembly hears analysis. of Church! role in revolutionary world 
Assembly to: get request for $3,000,000 in Biafra aid (Press 


Gonference on. Nigeria/Biafra conflict) ... .» 


[Section. report on. economic, isocialidevelopmentys5 .tavsiG% o' mellow fos 
Study. on non-violence approved as tribute to Martin Luther King ... 
mons libel case. setiled namaw.ta noitaniono vhuie .o% ans 3 % 
Call to.aid. Latins opens Eucharistic! congress] ..20Gw .18 . . 
LWF. theology commission reflects on revolution... ; oF 


)@zech. pastors commit themselves to "passive resistance" 
*Clergyman is: first Negro nominated for President. . F 
U.S. religious leaders condemn Chicago police action... . . 2... 
Poverty war must move to private sector, U.S. church leader warns . 
Glasgow Protestants/Roman Catholics mount joint programme against 
lawlessness. 


Americen Baptists. give funds to. organize communi theshios Guo’ 
“WCC. leader welcomes: proposals made to World Bank . «2 « « « « + 
Church committee says migration no alternative to industrialization. 
American Lutheran church acts on social questionS =... «+ + «+ + « + 
South Africa -'torture' cast settled out of court .. « . .. 2% + 
Catholics in India seek court test of anti-conversion laws . .. « « 


“Minnesota churchmen support grape pickerS 6 6 «6 © 6 © © 6 ew es 
‘U.S. council of. churches discusses Arab refugees, law and order .. 
Indian state passes. law. restricting conversions . 2. «¢ « «+ » ofits 
Episcopal. council. urges. agencies to ay owdi Chicagos asi Lowonsom eT: 


Appendix: Message from the World Council Presidents on Human Rights. 


Social Service 


‘Christian Medical Commission outlines goals in first meeting «+ + + 
Medical co-operation sought in the Cameroon atned orc dduow [sotoam 
Churches must give new lead in medical mission. « « #6 #46 #98 


Statistics 


Pentecostal churches grow in Romania evel e ADM fof ee 
; World podies.of Reformed/Congregational churches. to merge in 1970 . 


WGG survey draws profile of Assembly participants «+ se ss «4-8 


Theology | 


ian. i i Carian" css 4 8 8 
teh theologian speaks on "Finality of Jesus 
tas: eae cf “New name for Peace", Indian economist tells 
Aspembly . . +. -. 
Newness of world s 


een forcing churches to “gamble” ...++*«* ° * 
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Theolo continued ) 


World. crying for trustworthy leaders, Indonesian speaker’ says 
Section. report:on "Holy Spirit and) Catholicity">) lonia Be o 
Faith. and. Order. working group welcomes. woman, Roman Catholic 
Bossey conference. draws churchmen from outside wWec . 
LWF. theology commission reflects on revolution » .04 
Lutherans. expand bilateral theological discussions . 
Graduate school. opens» 17th session at» Bossey). 2° .0%8 
U.S. Lutherans,. Catholics, discuss. Eucharist, ministry 
Special. Article:: "The Role of Orthodoxy within the wcc" 
scholars study biblical. authority in modern age . 
Feature, Article: ."Heavem and Earth" by Claudette Marquet: 
Theological Education Fund supports varied projects Sat’ 
Theological cont enpiee in Dgeate discusses. issues Fag 509. at Uppsala 


e .- 28 © © @ e@ 


Women and Children 


Assembly statement on "new styles of living" ... ofLS M 
Orthodox participation, focus on world problems cited as Assembly: 
BALNBE oo a ee ee ee Ge ae to RICO Co eae 
Lambeth conference acts. on inter-—communion, women 
Church women's prayer. day internationalized SEMOMOQS sa ; 
Conservative Reformed churches oppose World Council membership 
Canadian Anglicans to. study. ordination of. women )s°%.045 .98 
U.S. Presbyterian, women, neetsBast: Europeansov® anaga ants 
Bishop/women dialogue. on unity in Roman Catholic: mass 1io%. 94 
Canadian Anglicans permit women to assist in serving Communion 
Joint. WCC/Roman Catholic: women's group holds exploratory talks 
Two. WCC. staff. members attend Africa consultation ws5ac.4 


e ° e e e e e e 


Youth and students 


Youth want vote, not only voice, WCC; leader says 


Youth petaitiom Asgemblyss aifiam chhople cawWCCsi hf. asrnhouuro «to Lianwos 
Youth seek larger role in’ Assembly proceedings: .« wash atate my 
Minority monopolies. seem. gaining) New powerimers saa .| Lomirao Pago 
Assembly youth condemn war in Vietnam .... 5 he hae a's 
Youth urge positive action to close rich-poor nations Zapiew swohsso 
Assembly statement on "new styles of Living". oo #\. “2 Tah Dentyo O ‘fh 
Youth analysis of oe) ae too old, too free too ready to 


COMPLOMISe +. + +. . THEUOO, DO Pep Bes é 8 'etastarod % 
World Student Olir tetian Federation elects new leadership. 
Youth given voting rights at Lutheran world assembly «».:. 
Work campers construct Portuguese ecumenical centre .. . 


Decentralization of youth work in Czechoslovakia reported . 
N.Z. students withdraw contraceptive machines . . . « « «= 
Youth named to Ceylon church committees ©. % 28 Woo. «So oe 
Ecumenical youth projects increase by 25 per cent old sx 9a Oe 
Special youth forum to precede World YMCA council meeting «. 
Finnish youth critical’ of enurch’ Scuruo vies te ey be eee ee 
YWCA, YMCA unite tH Colorado town Tet. a se ee ee ee 
Ecumenical youth council proposed for Europe. . 4 
Special Report: "New Dawn at Gurupi" by Claudette ‘Marques: ye 

n 


e e * ° J e e e e e 


Olympic figures address YMCA physical education: consultatio 
Youth demonstrations mark Reformation Day in Germany». ... 
Chicago sued by seminarian charging police Prutality s+ % % 
YWCA's Asian programme assessed in seminar... . Ly 
$1 million sought, by Hong SR Counc. lor ae projects 


e e 2 ° ° e e ° ee 
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